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P  U  B  L  I  S  H  E  R  S'  N  OTIC  K. 


The  lute  financial  C]"isls  rendered  it  ex])edie]it  to  ddl  r  a 
few  months  the  issue  of  this  voliune.  The  piibli.rlier^  :d 
regret  thds,  had  not  thio  delay  enabled  tlicin  to  add  t  •  ilte 
niiniber  of  engravings  Vvdiich  had  been  previously  ]  r:v:dod. 
Subscribers  and  others,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  more  tlian  s:\:\<:vHi. 
Besides  the  additions  I'eleried  to,  tlie  Vv'oi'k  contain?  vvj^r  ono 
iiundred  j'ages  of  printed  matter  more  tlian  were  ariricivaTed 
wlioii  proposals  were  issued.  In  point  of  meehanicai  cxec;;- 
tion,  tlie  prd)lishers  feel  assured  the  l)Ook  will  ocea-A-ri  n.) 
disappointnu nt,  unless  an  agreeable  one.  They  have  taken 
pride  in  it,  and  have  not  been  actuated  wholly  by  ;\-ki-h 
motives.  As  a  work  of  art,  however,  they  do  not  take  tiio  eiiit-f 
credit  to  themselves.  Unaided,  they  could  have  doiw  lit  tit* 
towards  pro^'iding  the  numerrrus  and  expensive  engra^  ings 
\\'hich  embellish  tlie  volume.  The-greater  [>rop(n-tioni  oi  these 
have  been  furnished  by  the  liberality  of  others — those  taki^i^-a 
deep  interest  in  the  success  of  the  undertaking.  The  a-nl:»>r 
has  sacrificed  mucli  time  and  labor,  witli  the  object  oj'beiKiit- 
ing  his  native  town,  and  presenting  it  with  a  relial)le  recrd 
of  its  past  history.  Of  his  success,  it  is  unnecessary  heie 
to  speak.  It  lias  been  the  aim  of  all  interested,  to  make  the 
book  iu  substance  and  in  form,  worthy  of  the  dead,  honorable 
to  the  living,  and  acce2)table  to  its  immediate  patrons. 

BROXSON  BROTHERS,  Publuhrr^. 

"WATKunusv,  May,  1858. 


It  is  well  known  that  mj  father,  the  Irtto  Dexnet  Bkonsox,  spent 
mucli  time  in  the  collection  of  facts,  historical,  genealogical  and  tradi- 
tionary, relating  to  the  early  history  of  Waterbnry.  He  began  this 
work  ae  early  as  1820,  and  prosecuted  it  at  intervals  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  His  object  was  simply  information  on  a  S7iS«ject 
which  had  been  almost  wholly  neglected  by  others,  lie  not  only 
searched  the  Tv'aterbury  records,  but  he  examined  the  records  of  Fa.r- 
mlngton  and  Hartford,  and  opened  a  correspondence  with  those  suppos- 
ed to  have  important  knowledge  of  the  old  famillies  of  the  town.  Thus 
he  gained  a  large  stock  of  information,  and  about  1830,  wrote  a  brief 
historical  account  of  ancient  Waterbury,  which  he  delivered  to  his  fel- 
low citizens,  as  an  evening  lecture,  in  the  old  meeting  house.  After- 
wards, several  prominent  individuals  addressed  him  a  letter,  reques'dnc,^ 
him  to  write,  for  publication,  a  history  of  the  town.  He  neglectt  d  to 
do  this  :  but  when  Barber  was  gathering  materials  for  the  Connecticut 
Historical  Collections,  he  furnished  a  sketch  of  the  old  town,  which, 
with  slight  alterations  and  some  abridgment,  w-as  published  in  that  work. 
Two  cr  three  years  before  his  death,  he  re-wrote  his  lecture,  amplifving 
and  correcting  it,  and  bringing  it  down  to  tne  close  of  the  Revolutionaiy 
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'^var.  zVs  left,  it  would  liave  made,  perhaps,  fifteen  printed  paires. 
He  also  added  to,  and  perfected  in  a  certain  sense,  his  genealogical 
tables.  • 

Tv.-o  years  after  ray  father's  death,  with  a  design  of  preserving  more 
etiectually  what  had  been  done,  I  undertook  myself  to  w  rite  a  fuller  his- 
torical sketcli,  using  the  papers  which  have  been  mentioned,  and  the 
notes  and  extracts  from  recor.is  from  which  these  had  beeii  prepared. 
My  labors  then  had  no  reference  to  publication.  At  this  stage,  the 
Messrs.  Bronsox  Brothers  proposed  to  publish  a  History  of  Waterbury, 
and  applied  to  me  to  provide  the  manuscript.  Knowing  the  labor  and 
time  ivhich  would  be  required,  I  declined.  No  one  else,  however,  being 
willing  to  undertake  the  task,  I  reversed  my  decision,  and  reluctantlv 
consented.  I  soon  found,  however,  that  in  order  to  understand  the  sub- 
ject— to  get  hold  of  its  spirit  and  to  construe  properly  the  fticts-—! 
must  begin  at  the  beginning  and  go  over  the  entire  ground  anew.  I 
have  done  this,  and  the  present  book  is  the  result.  Those  who  have 
been  engaged  in  a  similar  undertaking  need  not  be  told  the  labor  it  has 
tost;  and  those  who  have  not  would  not  comprehend  me,  though  I 
should  attempt  to  tell  them. 

i  Deeming  the  early  events  of  Waterbury  in  most  need  of  a  historian — 
in  most  danger  of  being  lost — I  have  given  much  time  and  space  to 
them.  !v[odern  history,  particularly  that  which  may  be  called  post- 
iPwevoiutionary,  has  not  engaged  so  much  of  my  attention.  After  1800, 
the  reader  will  find  only  items  and  fr^igments,  with  no  attempt  at  a 
bomplete  history.  What  i  have  neglected  it  is  to  be  hoped  some  other 
person,  who  is  willing  to  labor  in  a  humble  way  without  reward,  will' 
andertake, 

!  In  what  I  have  vvritten,  I  have  relied  raainlv  on  record  evidence,  and 
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ejected  traditional  knowledge  as  untrustworthy.  By  pursuinq;  this 
Helhod,  I  have  sometimes  sacrifice!  popular  attraction  to  trntli  or,  in 
kher  words,  history.    It  has  been  no  part  of  mv  purpose  to  furnish  en- 
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tertainmeut  for  the  readers  of  legendary  tales,  though  1  might  have  done 
so  with  comparatively  little  labor.  I  have  aimed  to  be  correct  in  ail  ihut 
I  have  written  and  quoted.  It  cannot  be,  however,  that  I  have  made  no 
Diistakes,  My  authorities  have  sometimes  been  copies  of  the  origiria's 
made  by  others,  which  in  some  cases  had  been  re-written,  possibly,  mure 
than  once.  Facts  and  dates  given  in  letters  of  correspondence  irsay  have 
been  relied  on  too  implicitly.  It  is  easier  to  criticise  error  in  a  work  of 
this  kind,  than  wholly  to  avoid  it.  It  is  common  to  plead  "  want  of  time  " 
as  an  apology  for  shortcomings  in  this  regard  ;  but  I  claim  that  no  man 
has  a  ri^'ht  to  make  a  book  in  haste.  In  my  quotations  from  early  rec- 
ords, I  have  preferred,  in  most  cases,  to  give  perfect  transcripts  of  the 
originals,  even  to  the  matter  of  orthography  and  punctuation.  l\ly  ob- 
ject in  this  has  been  to  give  the  truest  history,  and  to  preserve  (torii.jns 
of  the  record  which  mi^•ht  be  lost.  Thinking  it  unprobable  that  any  one 
would  again  go  over  the  ground  of  my  inquiries,  at  any  rate,  with 
equal  advantages,  I  have  endeavored  to  perpetuate  vv'hat  I  could  vrith 
authentic  types.  If  the  reader  coiuplains  that  I  have  introduced  trivial 
subjects,  and  have  spent  too  much  time  on  things  of  little  importance,  I 
have  only  to  say,  that  I  have  occupied  myself  with  the  matters  whicli 
most  interested  those  whose  history  I  have  written.  Thei/  were  men 
who  gave  their  time  to  the^r  own  private  ariairs — to  their  individual, 
social,  religious  and  material  interests — and  I  must  needs  dwell  upon 
these  or  be  silent. 

Of  those  who  have  assisted  me  in  the  preparation  of  this  work,  I  must 
mention  particularly  Mr.  Pfiao  M.  Trowbridge.  He  has  given  me 
important  aid  in  the  examination  of  records  and  in  furnishing  me  with 
extracts.  He  has  had  charge  of  the  genealogies  contained  in  the  .appen- 
dix, and  is  chiefly  responsible  for  that  portion  of  the  work.  I  have 
furnished  him  m.y  own  and  my  fathers  collections  of  materi-ds ;  an-i 
from  these  and  the  original  records,  and  his  own  independent  inquiries, 
he  has  compiled  the  tables.    These  extended  genealogies  were  not 
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contemplated  in  the  original  plan  of  the  work.  I  designed  to  give  a 
somewhat  particular  account  of  the  orginal  proprietors  of  Waterbury 
and  their  chihlren,  as  I  have  done  in  Chapters  XI  and  XII ;  but  the 
continuation  of  the  subject  in  the  xVppendix  was  an  afterthought  of  the 
publishers  and  others.  This  will  explain  how  it  happens  that  the  gene- 
alogies of  particular  families  are  to  be  sought  for  in  different  portions  of 
the  work. 

Mr.  Si'LVESTER  JuDD  of  Northampton  has  given  me  much  information 
concerning  the  first  settlers  of  Waterbury.  Eev.  William  S.  Porter  of 
New  Ilavcn  has  kindly  allowed  me  the  use  of  his  papers  on  the  geneal- 
ogy of  the  early  settlers  of  Farmington. 

Ill  the  preparation  of  this  volume,  I  have  found  it  difficult  to  divest 
myself  of  the  idea  that  I  am  still  a  resident  of  my  native  town.  Find- 
ing this,  on  the  whole,  a  pleasant  delusion,  I  have  taken  no  pains  to 
dispel  it.  From  many  passages  in  the  work,  the  reader  would  infer  that 
Waterbury  had  not  ceased  to  be  my  dwelling  place. 

I  am  mortified  to  find  that  there  are  a  few  errors  which  escaped  notice 
til!  the  ^hce^s  were  printed.  They  are  in  part  owing  to  my  inexperience 
in  reading  proofs.  The  most  important  of  them,  it  is  hoped,  have  been 
corrected  in  the  errata  at  the  end. 


New  IIaven,  December,  1857, 
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TiiK  delay  in  the  publication  of  this  work  h.as  given  the  author  an  opportunity 
to  add  to  the  correction-  whieii  v.  ill  be  found  ut  t!ic  e-iul  of  the  vouinie. 

Page  loth,  17th  line  from  bottom,  afttr  date,  ivtin'i  (May  -11,  ItiTT.) 

Page  10,  -jd  line  from  top,/V/-  eounti-y,  jva J  county. 
.    Page  20,  Cth  line  i'rom  top,  ^/-'or  107?),  read  107 

Page  -13,  3d  lim'  from  bottom,  afttr  1080-7,  f:ra>ic  tiie  period  and  iri.scrl.  a  connr.;). 

Page  80lh,4th  line  I'rom  bottom,  tlie  .~entence  beginning  v. ith  "It  wil)  be 

rioticed." 

Piige  191,  .;th  line  from  top — This  Jo'hn  died  an  infant.  A  second  Joh.n  Stanley 
(baprized  May  2-3,  10S2,)  m.  Au.g.  171m,  Ilunnah,  daughter  of  Dea.  Samuel  Port<';-, 
jiiiU  Dee.  9,  1711,  Mary  "Wrighi.  He  was  n")ade  a  bachelor  proprietor  in  i71-3, 
(see  p.  120,)  and  died  Sep.  S,  174"^,  having  had  three  children. 

Page  191.  2 ith  line  from  top — Tht;  Thomas  Stanley  who  m.  Anne  Peek  was  not 
the  io-a  of  Lieut.  Jobm  of  Wateibury,  ].«ut  of  Capt.  John  Stanley  of  Farnnugion. 
and  died  April  l  l,  1713.  It  was  his  Avidow  Anne,  and  not  he,  wlio  d.  May  23,  1713. 
(See  p.  I>i9.} 

Page  239.  13th  line  from  boitom, school  and,  rt't  J  school  hind. 

Page  320,  to  the  list  <>f  those  engaged  in  the  old  French  war,  the  name  of 
Moses  Cook,  druinmer. 

Page  421,  2d  and  3d  lir.es  from  top,/./-  Wealthy  U.  I'pson,  read  Mrs.  Wealtby 
liopkins  Xoi'ton,.  (whose  nnuden  name  was  Upson.) 

Page  402,  ^Oth  line  b'oni  top, /'.w  l^t,  Pauli  Fri.-^bie,  2d,  Olive  Warner,  read  1st, 
Oiive  Warner,  2d,  Ruth  Frisbie. 

Page  480,  hist  ]ine,/b/-  David,  r-ad  Daniel. 

Page  487,  loth  line  from  top, /or  Charles,  read  William. 

Page  490,  Orh  line  from  bottom,  erase  Eenjumiji  a;id  i7i.<crt  Anna,  m.  EliCr.rtis; 
]V.  Anna  Maria;  V.  T'hilomela;  VI.  Benjamin.    Other  children  d.  in  childhood. 
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CKArTEE  1. 

DISCOVERY  OF  THE  NAUGATrLK  VALLEY;  PREFARATiOXS  FOR  A 

SETTLEMENT. 

More  than  a  century  and  a  quarter  intervened  between  tlie 
<li-covery  of  America  and  tJie  settlement  by  Europeans  of  any 
I'iirt  of  Xew  Eiighmd.  In  Vj'20,  a  small  band  of  English 
Ihii'itans,  one  hundred  and  one  in  number,  including  women 
;ii,id  chihlren.  phmted  themselves  at  Plymouth,  on  the  eastern 
.-bnre  of  Massachusetts.  Eor  a  long  Uine,  this  feeble  colony 
^■  niggled  for  existence.  xU  length,  however,  the  Englisli  set- 
th'rs  became  firmly  established  at  Plymouth  and  the  Massa- 
'•'iu^crts  Bay.  In  the  course  of  the  years  1034  and  1G35,  sev- 
i  rai  })arties  from  Watertown,  Dorchester  and  Xewtown,  (now 
(.ambridge,|  in  the  neighborhood  of  Boston,  m.ade  their  way 
tlu'ongh  the  wilderness  to  tlie  banks  of  the  Connecticut  Elver, 
<-i?;tl  e..tablished  themselves  at  A^ethersfield,  Windsor  and 
lEu-tford.    Mr,  Hooker  and  his  congregation  of  sixty  persons 
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came  from  Xewtowii  and  settled  in  ITartford.  Tliese  towns,  in 
tiieir  early  iniancy,  in  1C37,  waged  a  successful  war  Avitli  the 
Pequot  Indians,  and  conquered  their  country.  Soun  after  tlie 
conclusion  of  this  war,  or  in  163S,  a  small  colony  went  from 
Boston,  and  settled  at  Xew  Haven,  Milford  and  Guill'ord. 
From  163V  to  1675,  thirty-eight  years,  the  inhabitants  of  Con- 
necticut, and  indeed  of  all  Xew  England,  enjoyed  almost  unin- 
terrupted peace.  During  this  period  uf  comparative  quietness, 
the  settlements  in  Connecticut  were  cxteitded  through  the 
State,  from  north  to  soutli,  on  ])oi\i  banks  of  the  Con]iecticut 
Kiver,  and  from  east  to  west  in  all  the  tov.-jis  bordering  on  the 
sea-coast.  In  J  010,  tlie  people  of  llarttord  connnencod  a  set- 
tlement at  Farmington.  being  the  hi'st  niade  in  Connecticut 
away  from  navigable  waters.  I'rom  this  time  to  1673,  small 
beginnings  of  settlements  v/ere  made  at  Xorwich,  Derl^y, 
Wallingford,  Simsbury,  ^A^oodbury  an«l  Plaii;field.  Up  to 
the  last  named  date,  with  the  above  t'xceptions,  tlie  vrhole 
State,  as  now  constituted,  was  a  wilderness,  in  the  posse>siori  of 
the  native  Indians.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  no  Indian 
settlement  existed,  at  the  time  of  its  discovery,  within  the 
limits  of  ancient  Araterbury.  The  nearest  wigwams  Vv'ere  in 
Farmington,  Derby  and  Woodlniry.  where  mxtive  triljes  exi^^t- 
ed.  Tlie  territory  of  Vraterbui-y  was  claimed  by  the  tribes 
of  the  two  former  towns.  It  v/as  used  as  a  hunting  u'l'uund. 
It  was  iirst  visited  by  white  men  in  the  pursuit  of  gan.^c. 

It  appears  that  as  early  as  1657,  some  of  the  inhafiitants  of 
Farmin.gtoii  had  become  acquainted  with  a  pr.niv.n.  of  the 
Kaugatuck  Valley,  and  obtained  irom  some  of  the  native 
claimants,  belonging  to  the  Tunxisor  Farmington  tribe,  a  deed 
of  a  tract  of  land  which  secured  to  themselves  certai]]  rights 
and  privileges  therein  nn?ntioned.  The  deed,  which  i.>  copied 
from  the  Farmington  record,  runs  as  follows  : 

This  Witnei-i.-etli  that  Wee  Kopaquanip  ^nd  Quorriiiius  and  Matau_a,c:c  have 
80uld  to  William  Lewis  and  Samucll  Steele  of  ffarniingtou  A  psell  or  A  tratkt  of 
I>and  called  rnatetaeokc  that  is  to  Say  the  hill  from  whence  John  Standley  and 
John  Andrew.s:  iuought  the  black  lead  and  all  tlie  Land  wichin.  eight:  niyile:  of 
that  hill:  on  every  .-ide:  to  difr:  and  earry  away  what  they  will  and  To  !);:i'.i  ou 
y-  for  y«  Vse  of  them  tliat  Labor  there:  and  n(»t  otherwise  To  iuijirove: 
Laud  In  vvltnes  whereof  wee:  have  hereunto  set  our:  hanils:  and  tho,-:e:  Indi- 
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anf=  ubove  mentioned  mn<t  free  the  purchasers  from  all  Claymes:  by  aiiv  otiior 
Indyans: 

William  Lkwis 

Witue:^  John  Steel  Samuel  Stlklk 

febuary:   y^  S"^  1657 


Tlie  above  deed  is  copied  into  Mr.  Woodruff's  sketcli  of  ilie 
town  of  Litclifield.  piildislied  in  1845.  Mr.  W.  makes  the  M- 
]o\ving  remarks  :  "  Precisely  wk.ere  the  hill  referred  to  in  tliis 
deed  was  situated.  I  have  l)een  unable  to  discover,  but  irruu 
the  subsequent  claims  of  the  grantees,  from  tradition,  aii^i  from 
the  deed  itself,  it  would  seem  tluit  it  vras  in  the  southern  part 
of  Ilarwinton,  and  embraced  that  tovNTi.and  also  some  }>i>rririn 
of  Plymouth  (then  Matratuck  or  Waterburyj  and  Lltchiiehl. 
This  purchase  was  made  by  tlie  irrantees  in  behalf  ol  theiu- 
selves  and  a  company  composed  of  certain  inlrabitai^.ts  of 
Farmington/'  It  doubtless  proved  valueless  for  the  p;irpnscs 
for  which  it  was  obtained,  as  we  hear  nothing  further  curicern- 
ing  the  black  lead. 

Another  deed,  bearing  date  the  lltii  day  of  August.  IHS, 
from  Pettluizso  and  Toxcrunuck,  successors  of  the  gr.uitoi's, 
conveyed  to  the  Farmington  people  the  whole  title  t<>  the 
above  lands.  The  two  deeds  were  tlie  ground  of  a  chr'm  on 
the  part  of  the  grantees  to  the  lands  described  ;  but  it  was 
truly  said  that  the  territory  north  of  Waterbury  and  wcr,t  of 
larm.ington  had  been  conveyed  by  the  Colony  in  Jan.,  I'liSO,  to 
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the  towns  of  Hartf.>rd  and  Windsor.  Besides,  there  seenis  to 
have  been  a  colonial  statute  in  operation,  in  171S,  and  previ- 
ously, declaring  that  no  person  or  persoris  in  this  ciMor.v, 
whether  inhabitants  or  not,  shall  buy,  hire  or  receive  a  git't,  or 
mortgage  any  parcel  of  Land  or  Lands,  of  any  Lidian  or  Indi- 
ans for  tlie  future,  except  he  or  they  do  br.y  or  receive  tlie 
same  for  the  use  of  the  Colony,  or  for  some  plantation  or  vil- 
lage, or  with  the  allowance  of  the  General  Court  of  tliis  Col- 
ony/' Nevertheless,  the  Farmington  company,  in  lTi>^%  re- 
ceived from  the  towns  of  Hartford  and  AVindsor  a  grant  of 
one  sixth  of  the  township  of  Litchfield,  in  consideration  of  dieir 
making  over  to  said  towns  tlieir  interest  in  the  disputed  terri- 
tory. 

In  process  of  time,  certain  hunters  or  explorers  from  Farm- 
ington, in  their  excursions  into  tlie  western  forests,  discovered 
the  flats  or  interval  on  the  Xaugaiiick  lliver,  where  tlu'3  city 
of  Waterbury  novv'  stands.  They  t'dd  their  friends  what  chev 
had  seen.  So  favorable  was  tlieir  report,  and  snch  the  d:V]^^\ii- 
tion  of  tlie  early  settlers  to  pusli  out  furtiier  Into  the  forest, 
that  thiey  began  at  once  to  think  of  emigration.  F>ut  at  that 
period,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  Colony,  no  person  c-'^ld 
acquire  a  title  to  Indian  lands,  or  inake  a  settlement  upon  tliein 
without  the  permission  of  the  General  Court.  JLiving  there- 
fore sent  out  fi'om  among  themselves  a  committee  to  view  Uie 
place  for  a  new  plantati*:>n,  and  obtained  from  them  a  favora]>le 
report,  tlie  Farmington  people  petitioned  the  honored  gen- 
eral ccHirt "  for  liberty  to  make  a  settlemerit.  Tliis  was  in,  the 
fall  of  1073.  Tiic  njUowing  is  the  potiti^.ni  referred  to,  preced- 
ed by  the  report  of  the  committee  spoken  of: — 

who-  n;im<?s  are  here-  iin(](}r  writon  paniy  for  our  own  sati^fiiciioTi  am.! 
for  the  3  ili.-fuciion  of  .--01116  others  hane  bene  too  uic'i  mutitacoocke  in  rcf  u'^in.T 
to  a  plantation  doo  Judge  it  eapaViie  of  the  .-anie. 

thoraas  newell  Sean"" 

John  warner  Sean'' 

Richard  Seuiar 

Octtobcr:  the  G:  1673 

Octob'-  9,  73 

To  ihe  honorJ  generall  couit  now  siting  In  Hartior J 
Honere-i  gontlcnien  and  fathers  we  being  sensible  of  our  great  need  of  a  comfort- 
&hle  Bubrii.itcn'.-e  doe  hert  by  make  our  address  to  your  r?elfs  In  order  to  the  Sjirne 
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Not  Questioning:  your  care  and  faitlifulness  In  y«  premisses:  allso  hoping  of  your 
freencss  and  readyness  to  aecomidate  your  poor  supUcants  with  y'  v,hi,hv.e 
Judge  to  be;  In  your  hands;  aeording  to  an  orderly  proceeding  we  tho'.cfore 
whose  names  are  hereafter  Inserted  to  hurubly  petitiom  your  honors  to  fake  ccg- 
nicance:  of  oui*  state  who  want  Land  to  Labor  vpon:  for  our  subsistanci.'  k  r.o^ 
hauing  found  oat  a  track  at  a  place  called  by  y^  Indians  matitacoockc:  which  we 
aprihend  may  susfetiently  acomidate  to  make  a  small  plantation:  we  are  tbor.:iorc 
bould  hereby  to  petetiou  your  honors  to  grant  vs  y«  liberty  of  planting  y«  s.u:ie 
with  as  many  others  as  y'  may  be:  capable  comfortably  to  entertain  and  as  fo;-  iho 
purchasing  of  y^  natives  with  your  alowance  we  shall  take  care  of:  &  so  not  to 
trouble  with  father  Inlargements  *  *  *  *  only  desircing  your  due  consider;.  :ion 
&  a  return  by  our  Lcuing  ftreind  John  Lankton 


Thomas  Xewell 

Daniell  waner 

John  Lankton 

abraham  andrews 

John  andrews 

Thomas  hancox 

John  Warner  seinco*' 

John  Carringtou 

Daniell  porter 

Daniell  andrews 

Edmund  scott 

Joseph  hancox 

John  Standly  Junior 

Thomas  standly 

Abraham  brounson 

Obadiah  ricl/ards 

Richard  semer: 

Timothy  standly 

Jolm  waner  Junior 

wiliiam  higgensor. 

Isack  brounson 

John  porter 

Sarauell  baeox 

Thomas  barnes 

John  welton 

John  Woodruti' 

[State  Records — Towns 

and  Lands,  Vol.  I,  p.  l&l.] 

Here  is  the  action  upon  tliis  petition : 

Oct.  1673 

in  answer  to  the  petition  of  Seueral  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Farm- 
ingtoG  that  Mattatock  that  those  lands  might  be  granted  for  a  plantation.  This 
Court  haue  Seen  cause  to  ord<;r  that  those  lands  may  be  viewed  sometime  between 
this  and  the  Court  in  may  next  and  that  renorte  be  made  to  the  Court  in  nray 
next  w  hether  it  be  Judged  fitt  to  make  a  plantation.  The  committee  appointt  d 
ire  Lnt;  Tho;  Bull,  Lnt:  Rob'  webster  and  Daniel  pratt. 

[Xichoias  Olmsted  was  afterwards  substituted  for  Daniel  Pratt,  as  a  nienjlicr  of 
the  Committee.] 

April  6,  7,  8,  9,  10T4. 

We  whose  names  are  underwritten  (according  to  the  desire  and  appointment  of 
y*  honoured  court)  haue  uelewed  y«  lands  upon  Mattatuck  riuer  in  order  to  a 
plantation,  we  do  apprehend  that  there  is  about  six  hundred  acres  of  meadow  & 
plowing  land  lying  on  both  sides  of  y«  riuer  besides  upland  ccnuen'ent  for  a  towne 
plot,  with  a  suitable  out  let  into  y*'  woods  on  y*  west  of-y*  riuer,  and  good  feed- 
ing lands  for  cattelh 
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The  jiieadou-  &:  plowing  Imd  above  written  a  eon>ider;il)Ie  part  of  it  lyefh  in  two 
peices  near  town  plot,  ye  rest  in  smaller  parcels,  farthest  of  which  we 
iud|2;e  not  aboue  fower  miles  from  y»  towne  plot ;  and  our  apprehensions  are  that 
it  may  accommodate  thirty  familyes 

Thomas  Buil 
■  Nicno:  Olmstead 

ROBKIiT  AV£1;STK.R 

The  "  two  pieces  near  town  plot  "  alliided  in  tlie  above 
report,  are  pr'jbablv  tlie  level  river  lands  on  the  east  side  of 
the  river  afterwards  called  Manhan,  or  Mahan,  Meadow,  near 
which  a  final  settlement  vras  afterwards  iiiade,  and  the  tfcict  of 
meadow  on  the  Avest  side  of  the  river  near  the  nioutli  of  SteeFs 
Brook.  The  most  distant  piece  not  auove  fower  miles''  was 
most  likely  tlie  tract  which  at  a  later  periud  was  called  Judd's 
meadow,  now  a  part  of  Xaugatiick.  These  jnitnral  meadows 
w^ere  looked  npon.  with  mneh  favor  hy  the  early  settlers,  and 
were  regarded  not  only  as  convenient  unt  necessary  to  tlie  ex- 
istence of  a  new  plantation.  On  them  tliey  depended  for  fod- 
der for  their  cattell during  tlie  loisg  and.  severe  winters. 
Artiticial  meadows  are  prepared  with  difhcnlty  and  re(piire 
much  toil  and  time.  They  abs«:)rh  capital,  and  ai^pear  only  in 
the  more  advanced  stages  of  society. 

The  foregoing  report  of  the  conmiittee  showed  tlie  reason- 
ableness of  the  re<]^uest  of  the  supplicants.''  The  |K;tition 
w^as  granted,  "and  the  Courr  appointed  ^lajor  Jolm  Tjilcott, 
Lieut.  Robert  ^'ebster,  Lieut.  Nicholas  Olmstead,  Ens.  bamuel 
Steel,  Ensign  John  ^A^adsworth,  a  connnittee  to  regulate  and' 
order  the  settling  of  a  plantation  at  Alattatuck.''  Tliis  com- 
mittee was  cohiposed  of  men  of  note,  who  bore  honorable 
names,  well  known  in  the  history  f»f  the  Colony.  Their  titles 
attest  tliL'  high  consideration  witli  which  they  were  regarded. 

Major  Talcott  of  ILirtford  was  one  of  his  nicTjesty's  justices 
of  tlie  peace,  and  assistant  from  lGCr2  to  J.GSS,  and  treasurer 
of  the  Colony  for  nineteen  years.  lie  was  distiugrdshed  fnv 
his  gallantry  ami  success  in  King  Philip's  war,  in  ICTO.  lie 
ccjmmanded  a  body  of  live  hundred  and  tifty  English  and 
Mohegans  in  several  succes>ful  expeddtions  in  tliat  year.  Ho 
died,  leaving  children,  July  23d,  10S8.  Tlie  inventory  of  his 
estate  amounted  to  £2,27i!. 
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Lieut.  ^>Yebster  of  Middletowii  and  Hartiord  %vas  a  sou  of 
Gov.  John  Webster,  and  married  a  sister  of  Gov.  Treat,  by 
whom  he  had  many  sons  and  daughters.  He  was  a  respecta- 
ble  man,  though  not  distinguished  like  his  father.  He  died  in 
1GT6,  making  his  widow,  Susannali,  executrix  of  his  will.  His 
son  Jonathan  married  a  sister  of  John  Hopkins,  an  early  settler 
of  Mattatuck. 

Lieut.  Olmstead  of  Hartford  was  a  son  of  James  Ohur^iead, 
(who  died  in  1640,)  and  married  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Loomis 
of  Windsor.  He  was  a  Pequot  soldier  ami  appara^itly  a  v/ild. 
youth.    Li  for  his  moral  delinriuencius,  he  was  ad- 

judged'' by  '*the  P^tieular  Court"  ''to  }»riy  twenty  pown<l  fyjie 
to  the  country  and  to  stand  vppon  the  I.'^ilieiy  at  Ih.irtiMrd. 
the  next  lecture  day,  during  tlie  time  of  the  lecture.  He  is  tr) 
be  sett  on,  a  lytle  before  tlit'  beginning  and  to  ^tay  tliercon  a 
Title  after  tlie  end.''  He  was  a  de]>uty  in  1072,  and  in  activo 
scr\- ice,  as  a  lieutenant,  in  King  Phili]/s  war.  He  <lied  hi 
lOSi,  and  was  the  father  of  several  S(»ns  and  daughter.-. 

Ens.  Samuel  Steele  was  the  son  of  Juhn  Steele,  :m  ^^arly 
settler  of  Hartford  and  a  prominent  man.  He  Avas  b*  >rri  in  I'Il'o, 
and,  togetlier  with  his  father,  i-emoved  to  Farmington  at  i>.:i  t-arly 
date,  and  became  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  that  T(jwn.  11c 
married  IVLary  Boosy  and  had  nniny  children;  Mary,  PaeiicI, 
Sarah,  Samuel,  Joini,  Penoui,  James,  Hannah,  Eben.ezer.  In 
May,  1C69,  he  vras  a  deputy  to  the  General  Court  in  Harttbnl ; 
aiid  in  IGTL  was  approved  as  lieutenant  of  the  LarniiiigTi^n 
''Traine  13and."  Late  in  life,  he  removed  to  Wetht-rslieid,  and 
died  in  i6S5.  He  appeal's  to  have  been  a  respectable  but  ne)t 
a  distinguished  man.  As  a  member  of  tlie  committee,  Ise  was 
one  of  the  most  active,  and  was  connected  by  nuirriago  with 
some  of  the  leading  planters  of  Mattatuck.  His  sister  "^-lary 
inarriedSerg.  AViiliam  Jndd,and  his  sister  Sarali,  Lieut. TliOiUas 
Judd  ;  v;hile  liis  brother  John  married  a  sister  of  the  ludds. 
He  is  the  only  one  of  the  committee  who  has  left  his  name  in 
the  territory  he  assisted  to  plant,  and  conne^-ted  it  indis.-uhd>ly 
with  its  physical  features.  Steel's  Brook  and  the  tracts  <  land 
upon  its  borders,  Steel's  Meadow  and  Steel's  Plain,  will  jtc- 
serve  the  memory  of  Samuel  Steele. 
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Ensign  John  TTadswortli  of  Farmington,  was  a  son  of  AVil- 
liam  Wadswortli  of  Hartford,  and  brother,  I  uelie^re,  of  tlie 
famous  Captain  Joseph  Wadsworth,  of  charter-oak  memorj. 
He  was  an  assistant  from  1679  to  his  death  in  16S9.  Some  of 
his  descendants  have  been  distinguished. 

The  business  of  this  committee  was  "  to  reguLite  and  order,'' 
in  tlie  language  of  the  record,  the  affairs  of  the  phTutation  ;  to 
make  rules  for  the  planters  and  prescribe  the  coiiditions  of  set- 
tlement; to  select  a  site  for  the  town  ;  to  lay  out  the  house  lots 
and  to  dispose  of  them  and  of  the  other  lands,  so  far  as  expe- 
dient, bj  grant ;  to  direct  concerning  higlnvays  and  feiices  ;  to 
consult  vvith  the  people,  and  to  watch  over  their  best  interests. 
They  were  expected  to  see  to  it  that  education ,  virtue  and  re- 
ligion were  properly  cared  for  in  the  infancy  of  the  settlement, 
and  to  act  with  OMthorlty^  when  tlie  emergency  and  the 
common  weal  required  it.  They  were  selected  as  the  tem- 
porary guardians  and  the  fathers  of  the  plantation,  witli  all 
the  power  usually  exercised  by  the  town  authorities.  In  fact, 
they  were  to  found  a  town  ;  to  organize  it,  and  to  su])ply  it 
witli  locomotive  force,  until  it  got  legs  of  its  own.  This  done, 
their  duties  were  ended,  and  their  trust  could  be  resigned. 

The  assembly's  committe  (called  on  the  town  records 
the  Grand  Committee,)  thus  constituted,  in  pursuance  of  their 
duties,  drew  up  the  following  Articles  of  Association  a^s^d 
AGiiEEMENT,  wliich  tlic  proposcd  settlers  sign.ed  : — 

Articles  agred  vpon  and  coueluded  by  us  whos  names  are  vndor  writen  the 
Comity  for  settling  a  plantation  att  rnattatueke  as  followeth  that 

1  Eaery  on[e]  tiiat  is  excepted  for  an  inliabitant  at  matatucke  <\vd^  have  eight 
acres  for  a  hous  h)tt 

2  We  agre  that  the  distrii)ution  of  medow  shall  be  prop-'u'tioned  to  each 
person  Acording  to  estats  [propriety]  noe  person  e:-:ecdi!i,tr  a  hundred  pound  aiot 
ment  except  too  or  thre  alotments  wiiieh  we  the  Comite  shall  lay  out  acording  to 
our  best  discrestion 

3  Also  wee  agree  that  all  taxes  and  Ratts  that  shall  be  leuytd  for  defr;v,-ing  pub- 
lick  charges  shall  be  payed  proportion  ably  acording  to  tlioir  niedow  alotuients  and 
this  article  to  stand  in  lull  furc  and  vertue  fine  years  next  iblowin.L'  the  date  here- 
of and  after  the  end  and  expiration  of  fine  yers  all  Katts  fbr  delVayincr  publike 
charges  shall  be  letiyed  and  raided  upon,  persons  and  estats  acording  to  tlie  hr^v  or 
custom  of  the  coutry 

4-  We  determin  that  every  parson  that  tacks  up  alotments  att  niattatucke  within 
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four  ycr  after  the  datt  hereof  shall  build  agood  substari  ,<hall  Dwelling  house  [at 
least  eighteen  feet  in  length  and  sixteen  feet  wide  and]*  nine  foot  between  joyntri 
with  a  good  chindy  in  ihe  forsaid  place. 

5  Itt  is  agred  in  case  any  parson  .-^hall  fade  of  building  as  aforsaid:  a  dweling  hou-e 
upon  his  lott  as  is  inioyned  within  the  4th  article  within  the  terme  of  four  vers 
after  the  date  herof  shall  forfit  all  his  alotmeuts  att  mattatueke  and  lose  ull  his 
right  and  title  therein  buildings  only  Excepted  to  be  dis  posed  to  sucli:  other 
meet  parsons  for  im  proue  inent  as  shall  be  excepted  by  the  Comity  aeording  lo 
the  conditions  of  these  Articles 

6  And  itt  is  also  agreed  that  euery  one  to  w-hom  alotments  are  granted  shall  jiar- 
sonly  tack  up  his  resedenc  as  an  in  habitant  att  niattatuck  in  his  own  house  within 
the  term  of  four  yeres  after  the  date  hereof  and  upon  failler  or  defolte  shall  forhtt 
his  lands  and  alottments  att  niattatuck  to  be  improued  as  aforsaid  by  the  comite 

1  Itt  is  further  conclvided  that  Every  parson  that  shall  be  posesed  of  land>  att  tlie 
said  niattatock  shall  inhabit  and  dwell  ther  in  his  o'.vn  Ilo-.tse  for  tlie  time  and 
term  of  four  yers  after  he  hath  built  aeording  to  the  Tenu-  and  true  nieaninc  (  i 
the  fourth  Article  and  untill  the  said  foure  yers  be  ended  no  parson  shad  haue 
pouer  to  mack  any  alynation  or  sale  of  the  afor  said  lands  of  w  iiat  he  or  thev  are 
posesed  of 

S  Fi'i.ily  itt  is  determined  that  all  those  parsons  to  whom  alottments  Are  granted 
'  hy  vs  the  comity)  shall  be  ingaged  to  the  forgoing  Articles  by  a  subscription  vi 
tlitit  nauies  or  niarcks 

And  ibr  a  full  eouiirmation  of  the  forgoing  articles  wee  the  conutie  huwj  i\i\ti 
tliir  ryt.'th  of  may  in  the  yere  one  thousand  six  hundred  scuenty  and  four;  .-i;!)- 
scribed  our  names 


We  w  hos  naines  are  under  writen  doe  Igag  a 
faithful  submission  to  and  performance  of  the 
forgoing  articles  as  wittness  our  hands  this  sixt 
of  June  in  the  rer  lOT-i 


John  Talcott 
Robert  webster 
Nicholas  oLm-ted 
Samuel  steel 
John  wadsworth 


John  Langhtoa 

100 

Thomas  Hankox 

100 

John  Au<lres 

10») 

William  Judd 

100 

Thomas  Juddl  Ju^ 

100 

John  Warner  Jun 

90 

Eduiun  Scoot 

100 

Thomas  Rich  arson 

50 

John  wilton 

080 

William  Higason 

TO 

Abraham  Andrus 

080 

John  Carington 

060 

Isaac  Brunson 

09o 

Obadiah  Richards 

08' t 

John  Stanly  Ju' 

100 

Thomas  Xevvell  [for]  son 

loo 

Samuell  hicok 

085 

Sargt  John  Stanly  for  son 

95 

Richard  Seamor 

100 

Daniel  Warner 

60 

Abraham  Brounsoa 

OSo 

John  Warner  sen 

100 

Isaac  brouusou  ingageth  for  him 

John  Judd 

100 

John  Porter 

080 

Joseph  Hccoks 

or,o 

*  The  clause  in  brackets  is  presumed  to  hare  beeu  inadvertently  left  out  in  the 
ba^e  svippliea  the  omission  from  other  copies. 
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.Toll  bronson  Ju''  CSO       Thomas  Jud  .-eno'"  for  liis  ^ 

Thoma?  G:idly  0^0  son  Saiu^i  ) 

Dauill  Porter  for  son       -  090       Saru^^  Gridly  90,  ili  newoll^ 

Soon  after  the  siiriiing  of  tlie  articles  of  settlement^  a  nevv* 
and  more  thorough  exploration  of  the  country  was  made,  with 
a  view  of  iinding  owt  its  capabilities  and  deciding  on  a  place 
for  the  center  of  the  town.  In  the  meantime,  hovrever.  the 
committee  ti.^ok  the  precaution  to  extin.gni,-h  any  title  to  the 
land  wliicii  vras  in  the  native  or  Lidian  proprietors.  ^'  Per 
order  and  in  tlie  name  and  hehalf  of  tlie  Genaral  Court  of 
Connecticut  in  Xew  England/'  they  purchased  ef  cci'tain  In- 
dians, eleven  in.  n/nmher,  li\dng  in  Fariiiiiio-tDn  ajid  helougiiig 
to  tlie  Tuiixis  tri;)e,  (and  took  to  tliemselves  a  deed  of  the 
same,)  a  certain  tract  of  land  at  Alattatnck,  l}  ing  on  ]j<)r]i 
sides  of  the  Xaiigatuck  Eiver,  ten  nnles  in  k-ngth  trom  noi-ih 
to  south,  and  six  miles  in  breadth  from  east  to  west.  i>ut- 
ting  east  on  Farnrington  bounds,  south  on  Pegasset,  (Derby,) 
west  on  Pe:i-asset,  Pc>mperang,  (  Woodbury.)  and  Potatuck, 
(Soutlibury.)  and  nortli  on  tlie  wilderness.  The  consid.eration 
'was  thirty-ei^'ht  }.ounds  in  hand,  and  '"divers  gotxl  causes,"' 
and  the  deed  bore  date  An^-.  21st,  IGT-I.  It  may  be  found  in 
the  secorjd  volunie  of  the  ^^aterbury  Laml  pocords,  page  224-, 
and.  is  signed  iliy  nnirks)  by  Caraacluupu >,  Jame?,  Puttcko, 
Atun.itacko,  Alwaash,  S|'iiining  S<[uaw,  ]^M_>suheag<:>n,  J(.»hn 
Compound,  Queran.iou.-k,  Chere,  Au]>kt.  The  \'v'itn.esses  are 
Samuel  Willis,  Benjamin  Fenn  and  Pliilip  Lewis. 

During  the  same  season,  a  site  v.'as  selected  for  the  contem- 
]dated  village.  It  was  tlie  elevated  ground  on  tlie  west  .-ide 
tlie  river,  which,  from  this  circuinstance,  has  ever  ;ince  been 
known  Ijy  tlie  name  of  Old  Tovrn  Phit,  or  Tvovn  Plot.  It 
wus  airy  and.,  showy  ground,  overlo-jking  the  alluvial  hm<ls 
iip';>n  the  river.    Here,  three  rpaarters  of  a  mile  west  of  the 

*  Tiiomas  Xe-.s-ell,  Jr.,  w.i.^  afterwards  substitute  J  for  Samuel  Giidley,  and  tlie  name  .Is  p'at 
here  in  tlie  uriqinal,, 

Thi«  doc'iment  i.^  taken  from  the  second  volume  of  the  Watijri.ury  Land  Record3,  pages  -Jil 
an<i  -■.'•J.  It  i.s  in  the  hand  of  John  Stanly,  cop!e<i  professedly  from  the  firiginal  by  directinn  of 
the  proprietors,  (in  1717,)  after  he  removed  from  Waterbury,  and  certified  by  John  Ju^id,  then 
the  totVD  clerk.  Th.ere  ar"  several  copies  of  this  paper  to  be  found  in  the  early  volumes  of  the 
Town  and  Proprietor's  Kejords,  dilfering-  from  one  another  in  several  (for  the  most  p;irt)  unini- 
portant  particulars.  I  have  selected  that  which -was  fullest  and  seen^ingly  most  coiuplete  and 
authentic. 
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present  city,  the  roads  were  laid  out,  tlieoiie  niiuiingnorili  and 
s«;)Uth,  sixteen  rods  ^vide/"  This  was  cut  in  the  middle,  by  an 
east  and  west  road,  running  down  towards  the  river,  soutli  of 
Sled  Hall  Brook,  eight  rods  wide.  There  was  another  cross- 
road at  tho  south  end,  probably  near  the  present  highway  over 
the  hill  from  the  soutli  bridge.  The  home  lots,  eight  acres  in 
each,  according  to  the  articles  of  settlement,  were  ranged 
along  tlie  north  and  south  street,  thirty -two  in  number,  sixteen 
on  each  side,  the  east  and  west  road  already  referred  to,  divid- 
ing each  ''teer''  in  the  middle,  leaving  eight  lots  c>n  either 
hand. 

So  much  was  done  in  tlie  sunnner  and  fall  of  lGT-1,  tovrards 
the  settlement  of  Mattatuck,  but  it  does  not  appear  tluvc  any 
dwellings  were  erected.  For  some  cause,  not  fully  iindei'.-N^od, 
tile  progress  of  the  enterprise  was  suspended  at  this  point. 
Perhaps  the  country,  on  a  closer  examination,  did  not  pi'oveso 
attractive  as  it  had  been  represented.  In  the  tbllowing  year, 
]!«)'W('ver,  there  were  new  and  obvious  reasons  fjr  not  ]>ii-hing 
h.»rward  tlie  enterprise.  A  more  serious  and  pressing  ]>usine.-s 
])resented  itself,  demanding  attention. 

Early  in  the  summer  of  1675.  the  great  Indian  War  of  New 
England,  commonly  called  King  Pliilip's  War,  broke  <>i;t. 
Connecticut,  though  not  itself  attacked,  entered  with  spirit 
into  the  struggle.  Iler  sons  left  their  husbandry  and  folLnved 
Treat  and  Talcott  to  the  scene  of  danger.  All  thoughts  of  new 
settlements  were  aban.doned  and  many  of  those  recently  con.i- 
liienced  ^-ere  broken  up.  For  the  present,  the  policy  of  the 
colonies  was  to  concentrate  themselves  that  their  defence  might 
be  less  difficult.  It  was  a  tierce  and  bloody  war,  in  which 
the  parties  aimed  at  extermination.  It  was  more  destructive 
t«'  the  lives,  property  and  immediate  prospects  of  the  country, 
than  any  which  has  taken  place  since.  The  wliole  weight  nf 
it  lell  upon  New  England,  then  containing  about  forty  thou- 


•  Aften^ards,  or  January  15, 1677,  old  style,  when  a  new  site  had  been  selected  an'l  ay  provid 
r  the  town,  the  coTntnittee  passed  a  ne^v  order  respecting  this  road,  as  follows  :— "  we  cT'ler  the 
2iiway  of  .<i.\teen  rods  wide  that  is  already  layed  out  north  and  south  through  tlie  ilu  lown 
iut  to  be  butt  two  rods  wide  and  grant  that  the  propriators  of  ecih  side  the  said  highway  to 
lit  upoa  the  new  highway  for  enlargement  of  their  lots  proportionally." 
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sand  people,  (Connectiout  perhaps  ten  tlioiisand,)  widely  dis- 
persed in  sm-all  settlements,  and  destitute  of  almost  everytliing 
but  stout  hearts  and  a  trust  in  Heaven.  It  was  brous^ht  to  a 
successful  termination,  without  any  assistance  from  tlie  motlier 
country,  or  the  neighboring  colonies,  in  the  latter  part  of  1676, 
by  the  death  of  King  Philip,  an  able,  and,  in  many  respects,  a 
wise  cliief. 

Who  among  those  who  subsecpiently  became  the  planters  of 
Mattatuck  were  personally  engaged  in  the  ^V3.1•  against  .King 
Philip  and  his  confederates,  I  am  unable  to  say.  I  find, 
however,  the  following: 

A  ineetino:  of  the  Councill  in  Ilarttbrd  Dec.  5,  1676. 

The  Councill  granted  John  Bniri>on  of  Fannington  the  snme  of  fine  povu.ds, 
as  a  reparation  for  his  vroiinds  and  (himaLre  n:L^.  t'nerel)y,  and  qnartcridg  and  half 
pay  to  the  first  of  this  present  moneth.    [Coh  Ree.  11,  p.  483.] 

There  y\-ere,  at  tliis  time,  three  persons  bearing  the  name  of 
John  Bronson  liviiig  in  Farmington,  John,  John  the  son  of 
John,  and  John,  Jr.,  the  son  of  Richard.  Probably  the  ex- 
tract refers  to  John,  the  son  of  John,  who  went  to  Waterbury, 
and  the  reward  vv'as  for  injuries  received  in  the  war  just  closed. 
His  father,  though  an  old  Pe*piot  soldier,  was  now  doubtless 
too  old  for  active  service. 


CHAP  TEE  II. 

THE   SETTLEMENT   BEGUN:   TOWN  CENTER, 

In  tlic  spring  of  1677,  the  tranrpiiillity  of  the  colony  beiug 
secured,  tlie  Farrnington  people  began  once  more  to  think  of 
making  a  settlement  at  Mattatuck.  They  were,  however,  dis- 
Baii-fied  witli  the  place  selected  for  a  village  site.  Though 
attractive  from  its  sightliness  and  ])robable  healtiifulness,  a 
closer  examination  brouglit  to  light  disadvantages  and  objec- 
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tions  of  a  decisive  cliaracter.  The  many  broad  acres  ^vliicli  it 
allowed  for  each  man's  home  lot  were  hardly  a  recompense  fir 
its  rocky  surface  and  moderate  productiveness.  It  was  of  dini- 
cult  access  from  the  east.  It  conld  be  reached  from  the  river 
lands  (from  which,  in  an  important  degree,  subsistence  v,  as 
expected  to  be  drawn)  only  by  a  long  and  steep  ascent.  Be- 
sides, a  settlement  upon  the  west  side  of  the  river  wonM  be 
liable,  from  the  frequent  floods  which  covered  the  flats,  to  have 
its  communication  with  Farmington  cut  off.  For  the  present, 
Farmington  alone  would  connect  the  people  with  the  civili- 
zation of  the  day,  whence,  for  a  time,  must  be  obtained  m-my 
of  the  necessities  and  all  the  comforts  of  life.  There  IIvlmI 
their  friends,  and  there  they  w  dd  look  for  ret  age,  or  siiccur, 
in  case  of  a  hostile  attack  fron  e  Indians.  There,  too,  f  >r  a 
time,  they  must  resort  for  the  d.ar  ministrations  and  oi-dl- 
nauces  of  the  Gospel, 

In  pursuance  of  a  plan  entertai  ^d  by  those  mo^t  intcre<ted 
C'f  clianging  the  town  center,  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  wm 
held  and  a  committee  appointed  to  vew  and  consider  wlu-rlier 
It  will  not  be  for  the  benefit,"  &c.  This  is  the  ^v>i  rvieeting  nf 
the  ancient  proprietors  of  Waterbury,  of  which  we  havf  any 
account.  I  infer,  from  the  date,  that  it  was  held  in  Farr.uiiig- 
ton,  though  the  place  is  not  mentioned.  The  vote  passed  at 
rlii-  meeting  is  recorded,  and  the  record  seems  to  be  origiiial. 
It  is  the  oldest,  by  several  years,  of  the  Waterbury  Rec'>rds. 
The  recorder  is,  apparently,  the  John  Standly,  Jr.,**  who  sub- 
scribed the  articles  of  settlement,  thougii  liis  name  doe.-  not 
appear — the  same  person  who  subsequently,  for  many  yrars, 
is  knov\-n  as  the  clerk  of  the  proprietors  and  the  town.  The 
vote  is  written  in  a  business-like  hand,  somewhat  brisker  ihan 
tliat  v/hich  characterized  the  clerk's  performances  at  a  lat^^r  day. 
Ihe  record  book  is  an  ohl,  dingy  manuscript,  of  Ibr-lscap  .-ize, 
wliich  I  dug  out  of  a  mass  of  forgotten  rubbisl),  found  in  a 
private  family.  The  sheets  are  sowed  tlirough  and  throngli, 
in  the  middle,  by  a  cord  of  unnecessary  strength,  and  tiie 
v.'lioie  is  covered  by  coarse,  brovvn  paper  turned  over  at  the 
edge,  with  a  broad  margin  and  m.ade  fast  with  a  tiiread. 
Many  leaves  are  gone  at  the  beginning  and  end,  and  thooc 
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which  are  left,  are  rent  and  broken  and  exceedingly  brittle 
when  handled.  Fifty  four  pages  only  remain.  This  is  the 
lirst  original  Proprietor's  Book,  now  in  existence.  ]\[iich  of 
its  contents  has  been  copied,  by  successive  clerks,  into  more 
recent  books.  The  same  has  been  done  with  the  other  earliest 
records,  and  the  originals  afterwards  scattered  and  lost. 
Care  has  been  taken  by  transcribing  to  preserve  the  evidences 
of  property,  particularly  land  titles  ;  but  other  matters  have 
been  regarded  as  of  little  account. 

The  follo^ving  is  the  vote  referred  to  in  the  preceding  ]-»ara- 
graph  :— 

At  a  melting  held  by  the  proprietors  of  mattatucke  may  the  twenty  first,  1677, 
upon  furder  Considaration  of  some  difeculty  that  doth  atende  them  ?etinr:  the  towne 
whare  It  is  now  laid  out  theay  made  chois  of  deaeon  Judd,  Jolm  Langhton  seu^ 
John  audrus  scan""  goodman  Eote  and  John  Judd  and  daneil  porter  as  a  eomite 
to  vew  A:  Consider  whether  It  will  not  be  more  for  the  lienefit  of  the  proptiatcfrs 
In  General:  to  set  the  towne  on  tins  east  side  of  the  River  contenting  thernselfes 
with  les  horn  lots  prouided:  those  formerly  laide  out  bo  secured  to  them:  pronided 
also  they  thinke  k  conclude  It  so  to  be  to  aduis  with  the  g'-ande  Connie  and  in 
conjunction  with  them  they  jiue  with  hberty  so  so  doe  we  the  proprietors  agre  to 
act  Acordingly  not  withstanding  what  Is  alredy  done. 

As  the  result  of  these  movements,  favored  by  the  reason- 
ableness of  the  tiling  itself,  the  Court's  c^jiumittee  changed 
the  town  center  t<:»  the  place  where  it  now  is,  the  ]>lanters 
"contenting  thernselfes  with  les  home  lots."  Tlie  latter  seena- 
ed  disposed  to  settle  as  near  as  possible  to  the  lands  from  whicli 
they  expected  to  draw  their  chief  sustenance.  In  consefjuence 
of  this  anxiety,  they  jeoparded  liealth  to  some  extent.  They 
erected  their  dwellings,  in  many  instances,  upon  ground  which 
was  wliolly  unfit  for  building  purposes.  Ju.-t  at  the  center  of 
the  village,  the  land  was  low  and  wet,  and  in  some  instances, 
marshy,  and  covered  with  standing  water.  Even  within  tlie 
writers's  memory,  the  road  was  made  solid  by  logs,  laid  in 
'•corduroy"  fashion,  and  cows  that  got  off  the  travelea  path 
sunk  deep  and  helplessly  in  the  yielding  mire.  As  the  conse- 
quence of  its  low  situation,  the  ancient  town  was  often  en.vel- 
oped  in  fogs,  as  the  young  city  now  is.  A  part  of  the  sickness 
and  mortality  among  the  early  planters,  may,  perhaps,  be  attrib- 
uted to  damp  dwellings  and  an  unhealthy  locality.  Against 
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the  evils  of  tliese,  they  could  provide  but  a  slight  defense,  on 
account  of  their  straitened  circumstances. 

Our  fathers,  looking  to  agriculture  for  support,  did  not  select 
tlie  most  eligible  part  of  the  Xaugatuck  Yallej  for  a  settlement. 
Indeed  they  could  hardly  have  fared  worse,  within  the  limits 
of  their  future  tovrnship.  Had  they  gone  up  or  down  the  river, 
and  planted  themselves  in  what  is  now  Plymouth,  or  Xar.ga- 
tuck,  they  would  have  found  better  land,  and  luive  been 
in  the  former  case  no  farther  removed  from  their  friends  in 
Farmington.  It  is  true,  tliey  would  not  have  had,  perhaps,  as 
liberal  a  su}>ply  of  meadow  lands,  ready  cleared  and  prepared 
for  tillage  ;  but  these  proved,  in  the  end,  an  unsafe  depend- 
ence. Had  they  crossed  the  river  and  established  themselves 
in  present  Watt-rtown,  they  would  lun'e  found  a  good  sr»il  of 
superior  agricultural  capacity,  for  this  part  of  the  State.  Mid- 
dlebiiry,  too,  that  part  of  it  embraced  within  the  limits  of  the 
aiici-jnt  town,  though  rougli,  has  much  strong  land.  But  thure 
was  an  objection  to  a  locality  so  far  west,  with  tlie  Xaugatuck-' 
flowing  between  tlie  settlers  and  the  parent  town,  which  has 
already  been  alluded  to. 

On  the  tenth  day  of  September,  1CT7,  the  committee,  being 
the  g'-antees  named  in  the  deed  from  tlic  Indians  convoying 
tlie  lands  of  Mattatuck,  made  over  all  tlieir  title  and  intea-t 
in  the  same  to  the  proprietors  of  Mattatuck.  Ey  this  act,  liuw- 
ever,  they  did  not  part  with  any  of  their  authority  in  the  man- 
aicement  of  the  settlement.  This  is  the  assiirnment,  siu'iied 
by  John  Talcott,  only  : — 

The  aboue  writon  deed  of  sale  v,-e  the  said  Jotin  talcot  Nicholas  olm-ted  an;) 
Samuel  Steel  do  this  tenth  of  September  in  the  year  1077  a-i,2-n  and  muck  (juer  aU 
our  Ki<:-bt  and  tittle  therein  and  thereunto  vuto  Thomas  .Judd  John  Stanly  SaniucU 
hickoks  and  Abraham  brunson  inhabitants  of  mattatuck  to  theniseius  heii-s  an«! 
a.si^'ns  for  euer  and  to  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants  belonging  to  the  said  niatratuck 
for  them  selves  and  their  heirs  and  asigns  for  ever  as  wirtiicss  our  hands  the  said 
inhaldiants  having  payd  the  purches  to  our  order  the  purchesers 

Lieut  Webster  being  dead  before  our  Asign 

Signed  and  delivered  b}*  us        John  Talcott 


*  NisUp'iituck — in  the  lodian  I.in.ijua^'e,  Xnul'otnyiJr ,  one  largp.  trfe — is  said  to  have  been  the 
original  naioe  of  Ilumphreysville,  (Seymour;)  so  called  from  a  large  tree  which  formerfy  stood 
near  Uock  Rimmou  at  Seymour.   (Barber's  Con.  Hist.  Col.) 
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Soon  after  this  assignment,  or  in  (3ctol)er  next  foll-jwing, 
the  committee  in  tlie  exercise  of  tlieir  appropriate  functions, 

ordered  "  that  the  inliahitants  of  the  new  phmtation  ''should 
settle  near  together  for  benetit  of  Christian  duties  and  defense 
against  enemies.''  They  also  modified  at  a  little  later  date, 
some  of  the  conditions  of  settlement,  in  consequence  of  the  un- 
expected delay  which  had  taken  place  in  the  moYeme;it  of 
the  emigrants.  I  quote,  the  date  being  Jan.  15t]i,  1677,  (1GT8, 
new  style) 

We  doe  allso  alow  the  proprietors  of  rnattatuck  one  vere  for  settlelnfr  them 
seines  on  [in]  the  aforesaid  mattattu-k  inoro  than  was  first  jjranted:  not  withstand 
ing  any  thing  to  the  contrary  and  all  piihlick  charges  to  be  borne  one  yer  longer 
or  more  than  is  concluded  in  the  third  article  datted  may  3o'^  1677 

From  various  circumstances,  it  woidd  seein  that  the  first 
settlers  came  to  this  place  some  time  in  tlie  summer  of  1G7T, 
hut  at  what  precise  date,  I  have  been  unable  to  ascertain.  At 
any  rate  they  were  here  on  tlie  tenth  of  Soptendjcr,  as  appears 
by  tlie  assignment  of  the  Indian  deed  to  certain  person^,  in- 
habitants of  Mattatuck."  Tney  came  without  tlieir  families,  and 
erected  some  rude  huts,  for  temp<)rary  shelter,  on  the  banks  of 
the  river,  near  Sled  Hall,  so  called.  Having  put  in  their  winter 
crops,  and  made  some  preparations  f<  »r  the  ensuing  spring,  most 
of  them  probably  returned  to  Farmington,  as  the  cold  weather 
came  on.  In  the  spring  following,  some  of  the  ])r<:»|u-ietors  remov- 
ed their  families  to  their  nev^-found  homes,  and  went  to  work. 
And  serious  work  they  had  to  do.  But  tliey  Avere  inured  to 
it.    Their  hands  were  hardened  by  toil,  and  their  hearts  made 

*  The  old  year  began  3Iarch  25th.  Between  1035  and  160n,  the  subject  was  first  agitated  of 
making  a  change,  and  commencini,'  the  year  Jan.  1st,  During  this  interval,  some  used  old 
style  and  others  new  style.  After  lO'Jf,  the  custom  obtained,  when  divine  a  date  from  Jan.  l.?t 
to  March  25th,  of  adding  the  new  year  to  the  old,  in  the  form  of  a  double  date.  Tims  Feb.  5, 
1710,  old  style,  (-.Tiiich  would  be  Feb.  5,.l71I,  new  btylc.)  wa?  written  Feb.  5,  ITl'i.  The  custom, 
however,  was  not  entirely  uniform.  Some  beg-an  the  year  on  the  Jr  t  of  3Iarch,  and  on  (and 
after)  that  day  employed  the  new  style.  Our  clerks  were  very  carcie.-s,  following-  no  -ertain 
rule.  iMr.  Southmayd  sometimes  uses  the  double  date,  sornetime.s  old  style  and  i'l'metimes 
ne',r  style.  More  usually,  he  employs  new  style  for  dates  occurring  any  time  in  March,  On  the 
14th  day  of  March,  1T.')2,  it  was  enacted  by  Parliament  that  the  year  should  commence  on 
the  1st  day  of  January,  By  the  same  act,  eleven  days  were  struck  out  of  the  month,  and  the 
third  wa.s  called  the  fourteenth,  to  correct  an  error  ari.-ingfrom  the  "  procession  of  the  e(iui- 
noxes."  In  this  work,  when  referring  to  specific  dates,  I  shall  observe  the  custom  of  the  eraa 
concerning  which  I  write,  making  at  the  time  such  explanation  as  may  be  necessary. 
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brave  by •  successful  encounter  with  diliiculry  and  danger. 
Tliev  were  neither  drories  nor  cowards.  Tliey  were  tough  men, 
and  liad  come  into  a  tough  country — a  country  winch,  for  easy 
tiihige,  was  in  striking  contrast  wirh  the  phiins  of  Farnnngrou. 
Thoi];j:h  prepared  for  unceasing  toil  and  much  sacrihce,  they 
probabiv  did  not  expect  the  prolonged  hardship,  the  great  dis- 
couragements, and  tx?arful  calamities  which  kejvfc  the  popuhi- 
tion  of  the  colony  stationary  for  more  than  thirty  years. 

In  the  course  of  ihe  summer  of  107S,  a  few  houses  T\'ere 
erected  on  the  newly  selected  site  for  tlie  vilhige.  They  were 
constructed  of  logs,  after  the  fasliion  of  the  nevv  settlements  of 
I  lie  present  day,  witli  the  naked  ground,  or  in  some  cases,  if 
the  s«>i]  was  wet,  or  the  occupants  were  persons  of  taste  aod 
substance,  vritli  split  h'Kr-?,  for  a  lloor.  They  were  "'good  and 
suh'Stantial  dwelhngs,"'  doubtless,  mantion  houses,'''  tiiey 
were  sometimes  called.)  -"at  least  eighteen  feet  in  IfUgih  an«L 
^ixtec'n  feet  wide,  and  nine  foot  between  joynts  wirh  a 
grn^d  ehirniy"  of  stone  and  clay  mortar,  according  to  tiic  re- 
(jidreinL'tits  of  the  su'oscribed  articles;  but  they  were  n.ot 
what,  at  this  day,  would  be  called  faHldonoljle,  They  might 
have  been  plcturesrpie,  provided  the  spectator  str.od  far  enongli 
oif.  V.  e  shall  be  obliged  to  guess  liow  they  v\-e:re  fiirnisheJ. ; 
but  I  ri.'^k  nothing  in  saying  tinit  they  contained  no  tapestry 
carpeting  or  lace  curtains.  Tliey  in  fact  were  designed  for 
shelter,  not  ornament.  According  ^-o  tradition,  tliei-e  vv'ere,  at  a 
later  period,  forty  of  these  rude  log-houses,  staraling  at  one 
time,  in  the  town  center. 

Ihe  village  streets  were  laid  our,  in  the  commencciuent, 
very  nearly,  in  most  cases,  where  they  still  are — three  running 
east  and  west,  something  more  than  half  a  mih}  long,  and  three 
sh,<:>rfer  ones  running  north  and  south,  the  four  out-ide  streets 
i'*rnutig  an  irregular  oblong  square,  the  east  being  more  than 
pvvice  as  broad  as  the  v.'est  end.  The  west  street  on  the  map 
of  Wciterbury,  published  in  1852,  is  called  AVillow  street;  the 
e;Lsr,  Mdl  street  and' Cherry  street ;  the  north,  Grove  street,  and 
the  S'iuth,  Grand  street  and  Union  street  ;  wltile  the  central 
str<.-c!s  are  named,  une  West  and  East  idain,  and  the  oilier 
ihuik,  North  Main  and  Cook  streets.    Ko  new  roads  of  much 
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importance  Lave  heQiA  laid  out  until  about  tlie  conimenccment  of 
tlie  present  century.  That  part  of  Cook  street,  however,  Avliich 
lies  between  Main  and  Grove  streets,  previously  to  1703, 
ran  fjirther  west  than  at  present.  It  must  have  wound  round 
between  tlie  hills  west  of  Lynian  W.  Coe's  house,  coming  into 
Grove  street,  probably  a  few  rods  west  of  the  present  junction, 
where  the  Brunt  Hill  road  (Cook  above  Grove)  commences. 
It  passed  west  far  enough  to  leave  a  house  lot  of  four  acres, 
owned  by  Een.jamin  Warner,  between  the  road  and  tlie 
brow  of  the  hill  just  east  of  the  Little  Brook,  near  the  house 
owned  by  Andrew  Bryan.  In  the  conveyances  of  this  four 
acre  lot  after  it  went  out  of  the  possession  of  Warner,  it  is  de- 
scribed as  in  two  pieces,  the  larger  one  butting  east,  and  tlie 
smaller  west,  on  the  highway.  The  town  action,  relating  to 
this  new  road  up  the  Brook  is  seen  in  the  following  extract  from 
the  town  record  : 

January:  2'^^:  17()"2-3  town  vrith  beniniin  worner  exchant^ed  y'  hi2;hn'ay  on 
y«  wet^t  s'^  corners  hous  lot  next  bcniamin  l,»arus  to  let  worner  hauo  y'  hiway 
for  a  three  rods  highway  throu  his  lot  on  y  hill  sid  on  y®  east  s*^  his  lot  next  y« 
lltle  brook  and  worner  is  to  extend  southv/ord  in  y®  fnmt  of  his  lot  to  y®  sixt 
porst  of  beniamin  barnses  fene  y'  is  now  sot  and  to  extend  northward  in  deui- 
deut  loyn  next  barns  as  fur  as  S'^  barnses  lot  gos  and  to  run  to  his  own  north  east 
conr  not  to  porgedis  [&c.] 

Probably  v/hen  the  town  was  planned  and  the  highways 
staked  out,  there  was  no  road  contemplated  in  the  ])lace  of  that 
which  runs  diagonally  from  ^Ir.  Coe's,  past  Charles  D.  Kings- 
bury's to  the  east  end  of  Grove  street;  but  subsequently,  and 
before  long,  its  convenience  became  apparent.  It  is  mention- 
ed in  connection  wiih  the  grant  of  George  vScott's  (after- 
wards Benjamin  AVarner's)  house  lor.  in  IX'ceml)er,  ICST,  and 
referred  to  as  tlie  highway  that  runs  over  the  Little  Brook.*' 
Afrer  tills  road  was  nuidc,  the  thouglit  of  a  new  and  better 
road  north,  up  the  brook,  doubtless  suggested  itself. 

The  road  which  now  runs  from  Bank,  across  South  ^lain, 
and  up  Union,  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  being  a  continuation  of 
Grand,  seems  not  to  have  existed  in  the  early  history  of  the 
town.  This  aj)pear5  from  the  descriptions  of  tlie  home  L>ts  on 
the  easterly  side  of  Bank  street,  which  were  bounded  west, 
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but  not  north  or  south,  on  highway.  South  Main  street,  so 
called,  was  laid  out  and  made  as  a  country  road,  not  till  after 
1800:  but  there  was,  from  an  early  date,  a  passage,  called  the 
Pine  Hill  road,  from  the  south  end  of  Bank  street,  rear 
where  Meadow  street  commences,  running  soutlieasterlj  in 
the  general  direction  of  Meadow  street,'^  within  the  common 
fence,  to  the  Mad  River  crossing,  near  the  present  bridge,  and 
so  on  to  Judd's  Meadow,  (Xaugatuck.)  A  branch  from,  tliis 
passage,  communicating  with  what  is  now  Union  street,  and  the 
corn  mill,  (Scovill  Manufacturing  Go's  ItoUing  Mill,)  extended 
northeasterly,  bounding  in  the  rear,  or  on  the  southeast,  some 
of  the  Bank  street  home  lots  above  mentioned. 

I  have  been  unable  to  find  (as  already  suggested)  any  refer- 
ence at  an  early  date,  to  what  is  now  Union  street,  irom  Bank 
to  Elm,  I  have  not  identitied  it  as  bounding  any  of  the  home 
lots,  or  any  grants  of  land.  And  yet,  it  was  probably  iriclud- 
cd  in  tlie  original  plan  of  the  village.  A  road,  or  path,  such 
as  I  have  referred  to  in  the  preceding  paragraph.,  connecting 
the  corn  mill  with  the  Pine  Hill  road  running  down  the  river, 
was  recpiired  fur  tlie  convenience  of  the  people.  I  obtain  no 
certain  knov\dedge  of  it,  however,  till  ^larch  13th,  1730,  when 
a  highway  was  laid  out,  (which  has  been  closed  within  the  last 
thirty  years,)  beginning  near  the  top  of  the  hill,  a  little  west  of 
Elm  street,  "  a  little  below  Hopkins'  Plain  bars,  from  that 
highway  that  runs  by  the  common  fence,  to  that  tluit  goes  to 
Judd's  Meadow,*'  at  a  stake  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  in  the 
corner  of  Thomas  Porter's  lor,  running  across  said  lot  south- 
wardly fourteen  rods,  then  seven  rods,  "at  the  bottom  of  tlie 
hill  witliin  Deacon  Clark's  fence,  where  it  empties  into  said 
highway  that  goes  to  Judd's  Meadow,  tw^o  rods  wide."  It 
came  out  near  Charles  Brouson's  liouse.  It  was  to  be  a  "pent 
roa<]/'  that  is,  to  be  closeii  at  its  upper  end  with  a  gate  or  bars. 
Its  ol.)iect  appears  to  have  been  to  shorten  the  distance  to  tiie 
niiil,  for  the  southern  and  southwestern  inhabitants. 

Probably  the  survey  above  referred  to  is,  for  the  most  part. 


*  Th*»  p:\si5a?e  referred  to,  at  the  time  the  turnpilre  wns  raade,  (1801,)  curne  into  the  lalbT  near 
the  house  of  John  M.  Stocking,  (on  the  map.) 
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only  a  resurvev  of  an  t'ldi'r)ad — tlie  same  wliicli  lias  been  allud- 
ed to  as  extending:  in  the  rear  of  the  Bank  street  home  lotsJ  joinid- 
ing  them  on  the  east.  Union  street,  within  the  present  century, 
came  into  South  Main  from  the  east,  farther  north  than  now, 
at  a  point  nearly  opposite  the  con^tinuation  of  Grand  street. 

Mill  street,  below  the  old  mill,  which  thirty  years  ago  ran 
close  to  the  riyer,  down  to  the  place  occnpied  by  the  lIotcLkiss 
&  Merriman  Manufacturing  Go's  Factory,  did  not  exist  at 
an  early  period.  The  lot  between  the  mill-dam  and  the  riyer 
crossing,  bounded  easterly  on  the  riyer,  in  1713.  Abraham 
Andruss'  house  lot  next  the  riyer,  below  the  crossing,  bounded 
on  the  river  in  IGST  and  1701. 

The  following  extract  relates  to  that  part  of  Mill  street 
which  runs  from  the  old  corn  mill  to  East  Main  street,  by 
George  Tr.  Welton's  house: — 

Water  bury  Marcii  y«  9'^  172i')  we  whose  name  are  under  ■writen  ware  formerly 
apoiiited  accomcty  with  leftenaiue  Judd  by  the  town  of  Waterbary  to  lay  out  high- 
ways to  the  mill  in  persiiante  thare  too  we  laid  out  a  high  way  fron)  the  Rode  that 
goes  to  farmingtown  opposite  against  the  ?outh  easte  corner  of  the  hoas  lot  that 
is  now  thomas  hikcox  so  to  the  mill  foure  rods  wide  at  that  ende  next  he  fore 
mentioned  rode  and  something  wider  towards  the  null  buting  east  upon  doetor 
porters  land  and  west  upoa  tlie  land  that  Stephen  hopklns  hous  now  stan  is  on 

Benjamin  Barnes 

mark  Comety 
Stephen    2    Ubson  Sen. 

his 

From  another  and  earlier  record,  it  would  seem  tbat  the 
above  vs^as  a  re-survey  of  an  old  highway,  or  else  that  the 
committee  previously  appointed  to  lay  it  out  neglected  to  do 
it.  A  copy  of  the  record  is  given  below.  The  old  road  re- 
ferred to,  which  was  to  be  changed,  bore  off  more  to  tlie  east 
than  the  present  one. 

Desember  8  17 12  de  [deacon]  thomas  Ju'ld  abraham  andrus  Stuen  upson 
was  chosen  a  commity  to  run  a  hi  way  north  from  the  m.ili  between  John  hopkins 
and  doc  danll  porter  in  order  to  chang  ii  for  land  on  west  sid  the  mill  plan  of  =^ 
hopkins  and  mak  return  to  the  town 

*'  The  mill  path,''  so  called  in  the  early  records,  now  Cole 
street,  which  runs  oblirjuely  from  East  Main  by  Mrs.  Zeuas 
Cook's  house  (on  the  map)  to  the  mill,  was  not  apparently  an 
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original  street,  thoiigli  it  existed  from  an  early  period.  T  fmd 
it  first  alluded  to  in  1094,  in  connection  with  John  EiclinrJ-j' 
lionse  and  house  lot. 

1  believe  there  is  no  early  mention  made  of  that  part  of 
Cheny  street  which  runs  north  and  south,  except  iucidcntnlly. 
In  December,  1724,  the  town  granted  John  Bronson  liber' v  to 
run  the  lines  by  his  house  in  a  certain  manner;  but  he  was 

to  leave  a  high  way  six  rods  wide  against  his  honse."  His 
liouse  (then  the  only  one  upon  the  street)  stood  just  nortli  of 
Solomon  B.  Miner's,  (on  the  iiiap.)  Cherry  street,  at  tliat 
point,  was  once  much  wider  than  now. 

The  upper  end  of  Cherry  street,  tliat  portion  of  it  wliicli 
runs  westerly  across  tlie  Great  Brook  and  terminates  at  X^.^rth 
Main,  was  laid  out  by  Daniel  Southmayd,  Dec,  1st,  174t], 
though  doubtless  it  existed  as  a  passage  long  licfore.  It  is 
described  as  **  a  highway  at  the  upper  end  of  J^K  John  Iirr)n- 
son's  saw  mill  lot,  beginning  at  the  higliway  that  goes  by  said 
Bronson's  new  barn,  the  first  corner  being  at  James  X'icliols' 
southeast  corner,  which  is  the  first  corner  of  the  highvray, 
running  west  twenty  one  rods  to  said  Xichois'  soutliv>'est 
corner,  which  is  the  northwest  corner  of  said  highway,  bouiided 
north  on  said  Xichols'  land,  three  rods  wide,  the  bounds  being 
on  tln^  north  side." 

Grove  street  was  surveyed  or  re-surveyed,  in  two  parts, 
Dec.  21,  1752.  Tiie  east  part  began  at  Deacon  Thomas  Bron- 
^'>n's  clay  pit  pasture,  (corner  of  Xru'th  ^ln'm  and  Grove  streets.) 
and  ran  west  thirty-two  rods  to  the  southwest  corner  of  Isaac 
^^iehrls'  Little  Brook  pasture,  terminating  at  the  road  rliat 
''goes  north  from  Obadiah  Worner's  barn  to  Ilul)ert  Jobn-ons 
house,"  (Cook  street  continued.)  It  was  four  rods  wide.  The 
west  part  began  at  the  highway  last  mentioned  ''at  the  ;^.'.=uth 
East  corner  of  William  Adams  lot,''  and  ran  west  one  lam d red 
an.d  sixteen  rods  to  the  highway  that  goes  by  Serg.  Thomas 
Barnes  house,"  (AYillow  street.)    It  was  three  rods  Avide. 

This  higliway  doubtless  existed  from  the  beginning  of  the 
sottlement.    The  oriolnal  homedots  on  West  ]Main  street  were 

o 

bounded  on  it  on  the  north. 

Cliurch  street  was  laid  out  May  5th,  1?0G.  It  ran  south 
f'^rty  rods  arid  was  two  rods  wide. 
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The  following"  action  of  tlie  o-rand  committee  related  to  Eost 
Main  street. — (Josepli  Gaylord  lived  on  the  north  side  of  the 
street,  on  tlie  corner  of  North  Main.) 

Farmington  November  27  1679:  A  meeting  of  the  comitte  for  mattatuck  Itt  is 
determined  that  high  way  hived  out  by  Lt.  Samuell  Steele  att  the  east  end  of  the 
towu  plat  att  mattatuck  running  eastward  out  of  said  town  plat  being  thre  rod 
Avid  shall  always  be  and  remain  for  publiek  and  coramoa  vse  whieh  is  between 
Joseph  Gaylords  lott  and  a  hous  lott  reserved  for  such  inhabitants  as  shall  her- 
after  be  entertained 

I  have  given  above  all  which  I  have  been  able  to  gather, 
concerning  th.e  old  highways  con:iprehended  in  the  original 
plan  of  the  town  center.  There  is  nothing  on  record  regard- 
ing tlie  most  ancient  roads  as  they  were  first  laid  out.  AVhat- 
ever  we  know  is  obtained  from  the  re-snrvevs,  incidental  re- 
marks and  the  very  imperfect  memo]"anda,  and  often  erroneous 
descriptions  of  the  home  lots,  and  the  early  land  grants,  which 
^'  butted  "  on  higliwavs. 

In  Feb.  1702-3,  it  was  ordered  by  the  town  "  that  the  high- 
ways lavd  out  be  recorded:''  but  this  order  appears  to  have 
been  wholly  neglected  till  1710. 

Tlie  liomedots  of  the  first  settlers  of  Mattatuck  were  upon 
the  central  streets,  most  of  them  on  that  running  east  and  west, 
a  few  on  the  one  running  north  and  south.  The  lots  on  the 
outside  streets,  and  those  that  were  situated  most  dir^tant  from 
the  center,  were  taken  up  at  hiter  dates,  as  there  was  occasion 
for  them.  They  were  staked  out  by  the  committee,  and  those 
first  disposed  of,  distributed  by  lot,  in  the  way  the  old  town 
plot  lots  were  designed  to  be,  without  referen.ce  to  amf.)unt  ot 
proprietorship.  They  varied  in  size  according  to  the  desirable- 
ness of  the  locality,  and  the  make  of  the  ground,*'  natural 
disadvantages  being  compensated  l»y  additional  acres.  A 
majority  of  them  contained  two  acres,  but  some  had  fvar,  one 
five,  and  others  only  one  ami  a  lialf  acres.  Some  eligible  lots 
were  reserved,  and  many  outside  ones,  not  so  desiral)le,  vv'ere 
left  for  future  settlers.  These  were  disposed  of  by  grant — by 
the  committee,  at  first,  and  subsecjuently  by  the  })roprie- 
toi*s. 

Around  the    Green,"  (Centre  Sfjuare,)  on  all  sides  and  so 
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^vest  as  far  as  the  house  of  the  kite  Bennet  Bronson,  the  houfccy 
were  numerous,  the  hmd  having  been  all  taken  up  and  Lailt 
upon,  except  a  tract  near  the  present  Episcopal  Church.  The 
lots  on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  except  one  at  the  east  end, 
and  those  on  the  north  side,  except  four  at  tlie  east  end,  extend- 
ed througli  to  the  back  streets.  Previously  to  about  1700, 
there  were  no  dwellings  east  of  Dr.  Jesse  Porter's,  north  of 
C.  D.  Kingsbury's,  south  of  a  house  on  Bank  street,  marked 
on  the  map,  Timothy  Ball,''  and  west  of  the  late  B.  Bron- 
son's.  On  the  plan  of  the  old  town  center,  I  have  entered  Uie 
names  of  the  first  settlers.  When  the  block  is  omitted,  it  is  to  be 
understood  that  no  house  is  expressly  mentioned,  (in  some  cases 
from  inadvertence,  })robably,)  as  existing  on  the  lot. 

There  are  no  land  records  of  Waterbury,  attempting  descrip- 
tion, that  bear  date  earlier  tlian  1GS7,  immediately  after  the 
incorporation  of  the  town.  The  lands  granted  by  tlie  Assem- 
bly's committee  were  not  recorded  at  the  time  ;  and  those 
wliich  were  afterwards  distributed  by  tlie  proprietors,  iu  [)nb- 
lic  meetings,  are  not  defined,  except  in  the  most  general  rerms. 
For  instance,  in  10S4,  the  proprietors  granted  to  Daniel  Purter 
'•four  acers  in  y^  wigwam  swamp  as  near  y^  loer  end  as  may 
be  so  as  to  haue  the  breath  [breadth]  of  y^  swamp."  But  iu 
the  year  named,  (lOST.)  something  more  was  attempted.  A 
record  was  made  of  each  man's  lots,  and  particularly  of  liis 
house  lot.  This  was  made  both  in  Hartford  (on  the  colony 
records)  and  in  Waterbury.  The  description  is  of  the  brief- 
est sort,  and  in  the  most  general  terms.  Boundaries  are  given, 
and  the  estimated  number  of  acres  ;  and  wlietlier  tlie  title  \vas 
obtained  by  purchase,  or  special  grant.  If  a  deed  had  ])een 
taken,  the  date  of  the  signing  and  acknowledgment  is  given, 
with  the  name  of  the  comn^issioner,  or  justice.  Tliese  record- 
ed and  very  brief  accounts,  are  afterwards  referred  to  as  e\  i- 
dence  of  title.  On  these  chiefiy,  I  liave  been  obliged  to  rely 
in  my  attempts  to  locate  the  early  planters  of  "Wateibury. 
They  are  often  so  indefinite,  so  lacking  in  detail,  so  erroneous 
indeed,  that  it  is  a  matter  of  the  utmost  difiiculty  to  make 
anythiiig  out  of  them.  Distances  are  verv  rarely  given,  and 
points  of  compass,  never,  except  in  the  most  general  way. 
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East  is  sometimes  inadvertentlj  used  for  west,  and  uortli  lor 
south,  and  vice  versa.  The  settlers  often  bonght  and  sold,  and 
exchanged  houses  and  L_^ts,  and  this  circumstance  has  increas- 
ed the  difficulty  of  ascertaing  the  earliest  dwelling  places  of 
individuals. 


CIIAPTETv  III. 


DELINQUENT  SUBSCRIBERS. 

Of  the  thirty  original  subscribers  to  the  articles  of  settle- 
ment, thirteen  never  became  permanent  proprietors  of  Y^ater- 
bury.    Their  names  follow  : 

John"  Warnkr,  Sen., 
Paniel  Warner, 

JoTix  Anoruss, 
Abraham  Bronson, 
Thomas  Gridley, 
John  Porter, 

KiCHARD  SeVMOUR. 

William  Higason, 
Samuel  Gridlet, 
John  Lankton, 
John  .Jcdd, 
Samuel  Jldu, 
William  Jldd. 

John  "Warner,  Sen.,  and  DauitT  Warner,  father  and  son, 
whose  names  are  in  the  first  group,  both  intended  to  join  the 
planters  of  Mattatuck,  but  died  vrlien  about  to  remove,  in  1G71), 
in  Farmington.  The  place  of  the  father  seems  to  have  been 
filled  by  hi.s  son,  Thomas  Warner  ;  while  the  death  of  tlie  son 
gave  rise  to  the  following  acti':»n  of  the  connnittee,  which  con- 
ferred his  rights  upon  his  widow. 
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Faruiington,  Xovembei  it),  liJT'.', 
Where  as  Daniel  Worner  with  lii.s  Family  were  upon  the  Remove  to  M;ittui-uok, 
Ami  on  that  Juncture  of  time  tlie  Divine  providence  of  God  hath  Reniuvp<i  the 
s''  Dauiell  out  of  the  Land  of  tlie  Land  of*  the  Living.  Out  of  compassion  to 
bis  Relict  k  cliildreu  left  behind  him,  we  do  Grant  the  Relict  shall  liold  Iser 
Allottments  Firm  and  Good  to  her  self  and  children  not  with  standing  any  thing' 
Contained  In  any  Former  Article  to  the  Contrary,  only  advising  her  Self  and  Re- 
latives that  a  Dwelling  house  be  Erected  there  wirh  all  possible  Speed,  and  that 
Shee  Inhabit  there  or  some  sutlieient  person  to  manage  he[r]  Lands  &  acconiuio- 
dations  upon  the  place. 

TByus 

1  John  Talcott 
-  .  -l  John  Wadswortli 

I  Nicholas  Ohnstea*! 
(.Samuel  Steel 

A  true  Record  of  the  Original 

Attest  John  Southmayd,  Clerk. 

It  appeared  early  that  there  were  several  of  the  original  sign- 
ers of  the  articles  who  had  changed  their  minds,  and  hau  no 
longer  any  intention  of  heconiing  permanent  settlers  of  ]M;i';ta- 
tuck.  Ihey  made  a  declaration  to  this  eifoct,  and  the  com- 
mittee permitted  other  applicants  to  take  their  }>!ac:L-s. 
lliere  were  five  of  these  persons  who  ahandcaied  the  entcr|'ri-o 
at  the  outset,  or  in  the  first  season,  1077,  before  any  huur^rs 
wei-e  erected.  iSo  more  than  one  of  these  is  heard  of  as 
having  been  with  the  fi^rst  planters  of  this  town.  Ihtir 
names  are  in  the  second  group. 

John  Andruss.  Benjamin  Jones  was  accepted  as  a  proprie- 
tor, in  his  stead.  The  name  will  again  he  mentioned  in.  con- 
nection with  his  son,  Abraham,  an  early  settler.  lie  wa:-  on.e 
of  the  committee  of  the  proprietors,  appointed  May  twenty- 
first,  1077,  to  take  into  con^ideratiun  the  expediency  of  rojr.ov- 
ing  the  town  site. 

x\.braham  Bronson  was  a  younger  brotlier  of  Jolm  and  Isaac 
Bronson,  original  signers  and  settlers.  lie  was  one  oi  the  as- 
signees named  in  the  a-^iirnnient  of  tlie  fir-t  Indian  dt-od  to 
certain  persons,  inhabitants  of  ]^[attatuck.*'  Thi.r  was  Se]>t. 
lo.  1777 ;  so  that  he  would  seem  to  have  been  one  of  the  hr^-t 


*  So  ia  the  Record. 
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company  of  planters.  But  he  sickened  of  the  enterprise,  and 
Lis  place  v,-as  tilled  Jan.  15,  1077-S,  by  John  ScovilL 

Thomas  Gridiey.  of  Fannington,  Avas  a  son  of  Thomas  Grid- 
ley  of  Hartford  and  Farmingtun,  and  brother  of  Samuel,  an- 
other sig]ier.  His  name  is  among  those  of  the  **  eighty-four 
Proprietors  of  Farmiiigt(.m/"' in  lu7o.  He  ^.vas  honi  105('.  and 
died  in  1742.  Tlie  vacancy  made  Ijy  Iiis  failure  was  supplied 
by  Josepli  Gay  lord,  Jan.  15th,  1677-S. 

John  Porter,  of  Farmington,  was  ju^^ibably  a  son  cf  Pobert, 
a  subsequent  settler  and  proprietor.  David  Carpenter  Avas 
accepted  for  him,  Jan.  15th,  1G77-S.  The  family  will  iigain 
be  mentioned. 

Pichard  Seymour,  of  Farmington,  was  a  son  of  Pichard 
Seymour,  of  Hartford.  Farmington  and  XorAvalk.  He  was 
the  leader  of  the  settlement  which  Avas  made  at  tlie  Great 
Swam]),  (afterward^  Kensington. )  to  Avhicli  place  he  reinoved 
in  1685.  He  was  killed  by  the  falling  i  .f  a  tree  in  1710.  His 
wife  died  in  1712.  His  sister  Mercy  married  John  Steel,  the 
father  of  Ensign  Samuel  Steel,  one  of  tin?  State's  Committee  ; 
and  his  sister  3Iary  married,  in  Itlll:,  Thomas  Gri<lley,  another 
signer.  Benjamin  Barnes  was  accepted  in  his  place,  Jan.  15th, 
1677,  (1678,  new  btyle.) 

The  six  persons  in  tlie  third  group  all  had  meado^v  allot- 
ments and  divisions  of  the  common  feuce  assigned  tLem,  at 
different  times,  from  1G7S  to  1681  and  fr<_>m  this  circum- 
stance it  is  rendered  probable  that  they  Avere,  for  a  time  at 
least,  residents  at  Mattatuck,  with  a  prus})ect  of  securing  their 
proprietary  rights  and  Ijcconuug  permanent  settlers. 

^^^illiam  Higason.  His  name  is  on  the  li.-t  uf  proprietors 
of  Farmington,  1672.  He  was  born  in  1618.  awl  'lad  several 
cliildren — Sarah.  Margaret,  Elizabeth,  Mary.  The  last,  mar- 
ried Clark  Carrington,  a  &on  of  J<»hi],  an  original  }>ropri- 
etor  of  "\rat'jrl>ury.  Edmtrnd  Sci»tt,  Jr.,  Avas  accej^red  for  him 
and  took  Ids  allotments,  about  1680. 

Samuel  Gridiey,  a  "'smith''  and  "trader,''  was  a  sou  of 


*  The  four  tlrst  divisLous  of  fence,  of  ?.-hich  a  record  ha.s  be*  i  y-rtjerved,  rrere  ma'.le  between 
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Tlioinas,  and  elder  brother  of  Thomas  above  mentioned.  He 
was  born  in  l(3-i7,  and  died  1712,  having  had  eleven  children. 
Tliomas  Xewell,  Sen.  was  made  a  proprietor  in  his  place,  pj-ob- 
ably  before  1680. 

John  Lankton,  or  Langdon,  was  a  deacon  of  the  church  in 
Fanuington.  lie  was  one  of  tlie  committee  raised  in  ^lay. 
lOTT,  to  inqnire  into  the  propriety  of  removing  the  town  site. 
He  was  a  son-in-law  of  Thomas  Gridley,  had  several  children, 
and  died  in  1GS9.  His  rights  as  proprietor  of  Mattatuch  ^^  ere 
declared  forfeited,  ''Feb.  5^^',  IGSO,*'  and  Avere  afterwards  con- 
ferred on  John  Hopkins,  the  miller. 

John  Jiidd  and  Samuel  Judd,  were  sons  of  I">oa.  Thomas 
Judd,  of  Farmington,  to  be  hereafter  mentioned.  They  iieg- 
lected  to  comply  with  the  articles  of  settlement,  and,  after  a 
long  indulgence  on  the  part  of  the  committee,  their  allotments 
were condemned,"  Feb.  Gth,  1GS2.  (1GS2-3.)  The  commit- 
tee accepted  of  Abraham  Andrnss,  2d,  or  Jr.,  in  the  i-lace  of 
John  Judd;  and  at  a  later  period,  IGST,  Samnehs  right  was 
])estowed  on  his  brother  Philip. 

William  Judd  was  an  elder  brother  of  J(:>hn  and  Saiuuel, 
above  mentioned — a  man  of  snbstance,  of  mucli  inthience 
and  greatly  esteemed.  He  was  the  mo.>t  distinguished  of  the 
Judds,  and  promised  to  be  the  leading  man  among  the  plant- 
ers of  IMattatnck  He  is  usually  called  Sergeant  William 
Judd,  ho  having  been  confirmed  sergeant  of  the  Farmiugton 
train  band  by  the  County  Court  of  Hartford,  Dec.  -Itii,  IGTO. 
He  was  one  of  a  committee  to  ajjportion  the  fence  among  the 
proprietors,  appoinred  Jan.  15th,  1G7T-S,  and  was  selected  for 
a  similar  service,  March  11th,  lG7S-th  At  the  same  datv,  he 
was  chosen,  in  company  with  Lieut.  Steele  and  John  Siaidey, 
to  lay  out  the  three  acre  lots to  the  settlers,  and  was  allow- 
ed the  privilege  of  having  his  own  lot  laid  out  adjoiiuiig  In's 
hou.-o  lot.  From  the  nature  of  the  duties  assigned  him,  and 
the  way  he  is  spoken  of,  I  conclude  that  he  was  an  inha])itant 
of  Mattatuck  at  the  dates  mentioned,  with  the  intention  of 
remaining;  but  some  how  the  time  allowed  for  buildi^ig,  Occ, 
ran  out,  and  on  complaint,  he  along  witli  other  dolin<p>n/nts, 
was  declared,  under  date  of  Feb.  5th,  IGSO,''  to  havo  for- 
feited all  Ids  ria-hts.    Here  is  the  action  of  the  conujiittee: 
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In  consideration  of  -onie  of  those  persons  that  haxie  had  ah^tmonts  granted  Att 
mtittatuok  we  haue  heard  the  alygations  hiyed  in  against  them  and  doe  iletennlu 
that  deacon  John  hmgton  wilham  Judd  and  dauid  carpenter  haue  forfited  all  their 
rights  and  tittles  to  those  alotnieuts  granted  to  them  att  mattatuck  not  hauing  at- 
tended [to]  those  articles  to  which  thay  haue  suijscribed. 

Afrerwards,  however,  William  Jiidd's  name  again  appears 
as  a  subscriber  to  tlie  articles,  lie  obligating  himself  to  erect  a 
dwelling,  and  to  settle  in  the  place,  vrith  his  family,  within 
one  year  after  subscription.  May  ISth.  16S0,  he  was  at  the 
head  of  a  committee,  on  the  part  of  Mattatuck,  to  settle 
bounds,  with  Derby,  and  a  little  later,  June  9th,  16S0,  to  set- 
tle bounds  with  Woodbury.  A  second  time,  however,  lie  was 
a  defaulter,  aud  at  leno^tli,  his  lands  and  rlirlits  of  land  were 
given,  by  the  proprietors,  to  his  son  Thomas.  His  naiiie  dis- 
appears from  the  record  after  IGSI.  His  house  lot  a] -pears 
to  have  been  on  Willow  street,  a  little  north  of  the  dvv'elling 
of  the  late  Lennet  Bronson. 

Of  those  who  signed  the  articles  ofter-  a  settlement  had 
been  commenced,  iive  got  faint  hearted,  or  for  some  other 
reason,  failed  to  secure  their  propriety  riglits.  They  are  nam- 
ed below.  All  had  meadow  allotments  and  divisions  of  fence 
except  the  first. 

Thomas  newell  s«= 
Joseph  Andruss 
David  Carpenter 
^  Benjamin  Judd 

John  Ploot 

Thomas  Xewell,  Sen.,  was  an  original  settler  of  Farming- 
ton,  and  the  father  of  .John  and  Th<»mas  Xewell,  proprietors. 
He  was  one  of  the  petitioners  to  the  General  Court,  in  1G73, 
for  liberty  to  plant  a  colony  in  Mattatuck ;  but  there  is  no 
evidence  that  he  t.jok  any  steps  in  the  way  of  forwarding  the 
enterpri-e  after  subscribing  the  articles.  The  ''Thomas  Xew- 
ell'' whose  name  appears  about  1G7D  a-  liaving  fence  a-signed 
him  to  build,  a})pears  to  have  been  his  son,  who  took  hi:^  place 
and  became  a  ];<n»prietor. 

Joseph  Andruss,  I  suppose  to  have  been  the  fourth  son  of 
John  Andru-s  of  Farmington,  another  signer,  and  younger 
brotlier  of  Abraham  Andriiss,  a  proprietor.    I  know  notliing 
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ot  liim  except  tliat  lie  Iia<]  a  meadow  allotment,  and  a  divis- 
ion of  fence  assigned  liim  in  lOSO. 

David  Carpenter.  There  were  two  persons  hj  tliis  naiiie 
in  Farmington,  fatlier  and  son.  Tlie  above  is  presumed  to 
liave  been  tlie  son.  lie  was  born  in  16^7,  and  married  Ilan- 
nali,  a  daiigliter  of  Hicbard  Bronson  of  Farmington.  lie  was 
accepted  as  a  proprietor,  Jan.  15tli,  167T-S,  in  the  place  of 
John  Porter,  but  his  riglit  was  not  declared  forfeited  till  Feb, 
5,  1680-1.    lie  removed  to  Xcav  London. 

Benjamin  Jndd  probably  subscribed  the  articles  and  joined 
the  planters  of  Mattatnck.  witliin  the  first  year  of  the  settlement. 
He  was  a  brother  of  William,  John  and  Samuel,  and  a  son  of 
Dea.  Tliomas  Judd,  of  Farmington.  Jan.  lotls,  1677-S,  he  v\'iis 
appointed  '^to  call  out  tlie  proprietr.rs  in  tlieir  turus  to  mend 
the  highways."  Feb.  6ih,  16S0-1,  he  was  selected  l>y  ihe 
committee  to  lay  out  land  which  vras  granted  to  the  mill.  At 
tlie  same  date  he  was  allowed  an  addition  to  his  propriet  v  so 
as  to  ^'maclv  it  in  valeu  of  one  liundred  pounds,"  and  hind 
was  granted  him  as  follows: 

\ho  -sve  doe  grant  Benjamin  Judd  shiill  bane  added  to  the  north  end  of  ])i.s 
House  Lott  some  land  to  buiid  one  always  prouided  that  the  highway  that  rmieth 
through  the  Towne  in  towne  in  that  pU\ce  shall  be  and  remain  fo'ir  rods  and  a  half 
wide  to  be  layd  out  to  him  by  the  forsaid  persons. 

At  a  later  period,  h.e  signed  a  petition  addressed  to  tlie 
committee,  "  in  reference  to  herding  of  cattell,*'  whicit  was 
answered  April  oth,  1682-3.  BetV^re  the  date  of  this  answer, 
however,  (Feb.  6th,  16S2-3,)  his  allotments  were  all  con- 
demned" for  not  building  according  to  articles,  <fec.  But  a 
year  afterwards,  Jan.  10th,  1688,  he  was  allowed  the  prive- 
le<ig  of  reseasing"  (entering  again  into  the  possession  cf^  his 
all'jtments,  on  the  conditions  prescribed  by  the  ''act  of  Feb. 
Oth,  1682,"  which  required  a  residence  of  full  f<»ur  yers  in  a 
SI edy  way  and  manr»r,"  with  liis  family.  After  this  he  is 
lieard  of  no  more  in  Mattatnck. 

Jolm  Boot  was  the  son  of  the  John  Eoore  senr.,"  win;  sub- 
scribed and  was  accepted  'm'u  behalf  of  one  of  his  son^^,"  Jan. 
15,  1677-S.  Tlie  father,  called  'ygoodman  Bote,"  was  one  of 
tliu  committee,  in  1677,  to  take  into  consideration  tlie  c-x]>e- 
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diencY  of  cliaiiging  tlie  Yillagc  site.  As  to  the  son,  liis  name 
is  among  tliose  who  had  a  division  of  fence  in  1680,  but  he  is 
spoken  of  no  more.  lie  removed  to  Westliehl,  (Mass.,)  and 
died  in  168 7. 

There  were  then  eighteen  persons  (inchiding  the  two  wlio 
died)  who  signed  tlie  articles — thirteen  in  IGT-i,  and  hve  in 
1677  and  snhserpiently — Avho  failed  to  make  good  their  pro- 
prietary rights. 

Tlie  following  passage  shows  the  wav  in  which  vacancies 
happening  among  the  proprietors  were  filled  hy  the  com- 
mittee : 

Att  a  meeting  of  the  Comity  for  mattatnek  January  15,  167Y  Itt  wos  agread 
and  coneluded:  that  we  doe  accept  of  John  Eoote  seno""  suljscribing  to  the  arti- 
cles for  Settling  of  mattatuck  in  the  behalf  of  one  of  his  .-^ons  and  we  accept  of 
John  Seouall  on  the  Acc^  of  Aliraliam  Broii.-on  and  benjamin  barnes  on  account 
of  Richard  Seymour  and  of  John  Stanly  Junior  Jo.-eph  Gaylor  on  the  account  of 
Thomas  Gridley  [they]  subscribing  to  submit  to  the  articles  aforsaid  dated  may  30^^ 
1G74  and  in  soo  doing  are  excepted  as  inhabitants  of  the  place  dauid  Carpenter 
subscribing  in  behalf  of  John  Porter  is  excepted  upon  the  same  terms 

Below  will  he  found  what  pnrports  to  have  been  copied 
from  "the  back  side  of  the  leaf  where  the  original  articles 
were  filed.''  Tlie  new  proprietors,  of  course,  were  rcrpiired 
to  take  npon  tliemselves  the  oblifrations  of  the  old.  The 
names  of  some  of  them  are  here  met  with. 

We  whose  names  are  here  under  written  do  ingage  to  stand  by  and  fuUfill  the 
Articis  within  written  acording  to  the  tru  intent  and  meaning  in  all  ries[)ects  as 
witness  our  hands 

Thomas  newil  Seno''  on  the  account  of  Sam  Gridly 

Benjamin  Barnes  Thomas  newill  Sc 

John.  Scoval  his  7'm.ark 

John  Stanly  Junor  for  Joseph  gaylor 
Benjamin  Joans  on  the  acount  of  John  Andrus 

Edmund  Scott  Juno""  his  Benjamin  Joans 

nrark  for  william  hiirason^^?  i .     -u        *    i  0 


Abraham  Andruss  \ 


in  rome  of  .John  Judd  ' 
V/illiam  Judd  lias  his  allotment / 
granted  to  him  by  the  comitee     ^  AVllliam  Judd 

according  to  their  act  feb?  5  IGS''*^ 

C  > 

Steven  upson  subscribes  on  the  account  of  a  new  lott  this  29  of  D:-ccmbor 

The  mark  of  Steven  /  upson 
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CIIAPTEE  lY. 

SUBSCRIBERS  WHO  FIXALLY  SECURED  THEIR  RIGHTS. 

The  number  of  persons  avIio  signed  the  articles  siiljsecp.entiy 
to  1674,  and  who  ultimately  became  proprietors,  is  nineteen, 
making  with  the  seventeen  on  the  list  of  167-1:  who  made 
good  their  rights,  thirty-six.  I  give  below  a  complete  cara- 
logne  of  their  names,  throwing  them  into  several  groups, 
placing  the  groups  in  the  order  in  wliicli  the  individiuds  are 
known  (or  are  supposed)  to  have  subscribed  the  articles  and 
complied  with  the  conditions  they  imposed.  Those  of  the  two 
first  groups  signed  in  1671 ;  those  of  the  third  in  1677--S  ; 
those  of  the  fourdi  about  1670;  those  of  the  fifth  between  1682 
and  1705.  The  persons  who  have  a  star  prefixed  to  their  uames 
had  not  made  good  their  claims  as  pro23rietors,  in  Feb.  1682-3. 


Thomns  Judd, 

£100 

*Thoma3  Warner, 

£100 

Edraund  Scott, 

mo 

Widow  Warner, 

00 

John  Welton, 

80 

*Thoma3  Xewell, 

90 

Abraham  Andruss, 

80 

Edmund  Scott,  Jr., 

70 

Esaac  Bronson, 

90 

Stephen  Up-on, 

50 

John  Stanley, 

100 

Benjamin  Jones, 

100 

Samuel  Hikcox, 

85 

*Abraham  Andruss,  2d, 

100 

Joseph  Hikcox, 

60 

John  Bron.son. 

80 

John  Hopkins, 

100 

John  Warner, 

90 

Thomas  Judd,  Jr., 

l')0 

John  Xeweli, 

100 

[Robert  Porter, 

100] 

Samuel  Scott, 

50 

*Thomas  Hancox, 

•  100 

Richard  Porter, 

50 

*Thomns  Richason, 

50 

Thomas  Judd  (smith,) 

100 

*John  Carrin^tOD, 

60 

Philip  .Judd, 

so 

*Oiin<;i,,h  Richards, 

80 

John  Rlcliard^^, 

*Tiir;nrhv  Stanley, 

95 

Jeremiah  Peck, 

150 

*Danie}  Porter, 

90 

John  Southmayd,  * 

150 

R':'nj;\min  Barnes, 

100 

£;;,i3o 

*Joso[)h  Gayiord, 

80 

♦John  Scovill, 

80 
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The  name  of  Timothv  Sranlev,  in  the  above  catalo^zue,  oc- 
cnpies  the  phice  of  Sergt.  John  Stanley  for  son,"  in  the  ori- 
ginal snbscription  list,  he  appearing  to  take  possession  of  the  al- 
lotmeot  thns  snhscribed  for  bv  his  father.  In  the  same  way, 
Daniel  Porter  (the  son)  and  John  Xewell  (^'lie  son)  stand  in 
the  places  of  Daniel  Porter  for  son.*'  and  of -'Thomas  Newell 
for  son.'-  Thomas  Jndd,  John  Stanley,  John  Bronson,  and 
John  Warner,  all  signers  of  1*)T4:,  have,  in  each  case,  Jr.  at- 
taclied  to  their  names  in  the  original  list,  they  havijig  fathers 
bearing  the  same  name.  After  they  l)ecame  inhal)itants  of 
Mattatiick  the  Jr.  was  omitted,  and  at  len.gth,  when  their 
sons  had  grown  up,  they  were  called  S'ln.,  in  each  instance, 
except  tliat  of  Stanley.  Pr^bert  Pr»rter's  name  is  omitted  (for 
what  reason  I  know  not)  from  all  tlie  lists  of  piMprietors  made 
out  afrer  IGSS.  Bur  as  lie  is  on  that  list,  owned  a  house  and 
lived,  and  finally  died,  in  Waterl)nry.  in  IGSO.he  Avould  seem 
to  have  complied  with  the  condition-  of  a  proprietor.  Besides, 
after  his  death,  his  son  Thonuis  sold  Ids  land-,  and  in  1700,  Ins 
£100  propriety,  to  John  Pichards,  pr(  »ving  his  rights  had  not 
been  forfeited.  "We  miglit  siipp'»se  that  Pichards  name, 
which  appears  not  till  after  the  deatii  <  if  P.^rter,  was  intended  to 
occupy  the  place  of  the  latter.- were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  the 
proprieties  of  the  two  are  ditlerent,  that  of  Pichards  being 
but  i;>0. 

TJie  following  passage  relates  to  the  acceptance  of  Thomas 
Jiuhl,  Jr.,  as  a  proprietor: 

Haftford  Jan  l<i^^  1683  [16S8— i]  Thonia>  Judil  .Jan'"  is  acepced  as  an  inhab- 
itant att  ilattatiiok  his  fatlier  thomas  .JuihJ  havin:!;  sienitiod  his  desires  of  the 
same  he  the  sayd  Thomas  .JiuM  Junor  su!;^c^i'li^g  to  tiie  act  and  order  of  the 
comity  ffb  the  G  16S2  ir.t  beiiitr  derenniu'-d  by  us  the  corn- 

ittee  in  case  any  grant  or  any  grants  be  made  by  t!ie  iniial/itants  of  mattatuek  to 
thomas  Judd  Junor  in  refarence  too  po-esioii  of  Any  parsols  or  tracts  of  hind  it  is 
hereby  made  void:  and  of  none  effect  not  with  standing  anything  to  the  contrary 

Samuel  Scitt  was  made  a  proprietor  so<.-)n  afrer,  receiving 
probably  a  part  of  a  grant  to  Thomas  Judd,  Jr.,  ''made  void" 
by  the  preceding  act  of  the  comnuttee. 

>[atatuck  Decem.be  y«  "0  1^84:  }*  town  granted  to  Samuel  Scoit  half  y^  alot- 
ment  formerly  granted  to  thomas  Judd  junr  with  y'  excepuou  of  four  acres  to  be 
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taken  out  of  a  lotment  [for  a?]  groat  lot — :\nd  a  deuition  of  meiuioTr  with  ye 
Rest  of  y«  propriators  in  next  deuition  of  meadow  land  aecording  to  a  tifty 
pownd  a  Iot[inent]  with  y^  hou-  lot  an  y^  south  sd  of  Stephen  ubson  v.ith  thes 
prouisals  y'  he  build  a  hous  according  to  articles  within  four  yeirs  and  hue  here 
after  his  hous  be  build  and  pay  ye  purclias  of  a  fifty  pound  lot 

Samuel  Scott's  name  disappears  from  the  list  of  proprietors 
after  16SS,  that  of  Jonathan  Scott  occnpying  its  place,  tlie  lat- 
ter havino'  bought,  April  2Sth,  IGOl,  the  house  and  all  tlie 
lands  divided  and  nndivided,  of  his  hrotlier,  in  AVaterhurv. 

It  seems  there  was  some  donbt  ahont  the  proprietary  riglits 
of  Stephen  Upson,  Itichard  Porter  and  Jonathan  Scott.  This 
doubt  was  hnally  the  origin  of  a  declaratory  act  in  1702-3, 
which  seems  to  have  settled  the  question : 

At  a  meeting  of  y«  proprietors  in  waterbury  february  '22^^  1'702  y*  propriators  d*'- 
elare  y'  y^  propriators  fur  y«  fir<t  pui'cha-ing  of  y«  place  and  such  as  stand  pos- 
sosed  of  alotments  according  to  y  gran  comitys  act  with  Stephen  ub-on  Riclcird 
porter  and  Jonathan  scott  wlios  alotments  ware  excepted  of  y^  conimity  as  a  lifty 
pownds  a  lot  ment  apeic  shall  be  acknowledged  propriatory  inhabitants  an<l  to  act 
in  giuing  a  way  lands  in  s'^  propriatory  ship  and  for  y"^  futor  no  more  to  act  In  y« 
propriators  meeting  then  one  for  a  singeil  alotment 

Several  of  the  signers  had  the  amount  of  propriety  tor  v/jiicli 
they  at  first  subscribed  (given  above)  incrta.^ed,  on  a]'|>lica- 
tion,  by  tlie  committee.  Here  are  extracts  from  the  recorri  re- 
lating to  Isaac  Bronson's  and  Samuel  Ilikcox's  rights.  (Ben- 
jamin Jiidd,  it  will  be  remembered,  forfeited  liis  claim.) 

Upon  further  considaration  we  haue  hereby  i^ranted  benjamin  .Judd  and  Isaac 
b'-owiison  shall  haue  so  much  uplands  aded  to  their  alottments  as  shall  mack  th''ir 
medow  alotments  in  v.ilew  of  one  hundred  pounds  and  that  adition  to  l;e  aded  to 
their  respcctiue  eight  acre  lotts  already  granted    leb.  6  1G8'.) 

Att  a  town  meeting  in  mattatock  decern  2',fi  10S2  :  there  was  granted  to  sam" 
hickox  an  adition  to  his  alotrnent  so  much  land  as  shall  make  up  his  lot  to  be  a 
hundred  poum.'  alotment  itnd  this  addition  to  l)e  aded  to  his  eyght  acer  dcuitiim 
y*  com  te  [committee]  granting  y«  sarne 

llie  rights  of  Daniel  Porter  and  Timothy  Stanley  seem  also 
to  have  been  augmented,  each,  £5 ;  but  I  am  unable  to  say 
when.  Doubtless  it  was  done  l)y  grant  of  the  committee. 
Ihe  v/hole  increase,  in  this  way,  was  £Z5. 

"  3 
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It  will  be  recollected  that,  in  the  articles  of  settlement,  the 
committee  reserved  to  themselves  the  right  "  to  hiv  out  two 
or  three  allotments  at  their  best  discretion."  This  they  exer- 
cised hj  setting  apart,  in  the  beginning,  three  proprieties  of 
£150  each,  for  the  common  benetit — "for  public  and  pious 
uses," — particularly  for  the  maintenance  of  religion,  and  the 
promotion  of  education.    These  were  called     great  lots," 

greate  lotes,"  on  the  record.)  Two  of  them  were  given 
to  Mr.  Peck  and  Mr.  Southmayd  as  they  were  settled  suc- 
cessively in  the  ministry. 

A  declaratory  act  was  passed  in  1715,  relative  to  Jeremiali 
Peck's  right,  as  follows  : 

The  Proprietorg  did  concludo  that  Mr.  Jeremiah  Feck  our  former  Minister  iu 
his  life  time  was  Invested  witli  one  hundred  k  fifty  Pound  propriety. 

The  sum  of  all  the  subscriptions  of  the  thirty-six  persons  in 
the  above  list,  was  £'3,130.  There  were  additions  made  after 
subscription  to  the  rights  of  certain  individuals,  as  already 
stated,  in  all  of  £35,  which  sum  added  to  the  other,  makes  a 
total  of  £3,165.  Of  this  amount  there  was  subscribed  in  1674, 
by  thirty  persons,  and  afterwards  represented  by  them,  or  by 
those  who  were  accepted  in  equal  numbers,  in  their  places, 
the  sum  of  £2,5S0 


There  was  added  to  this  "  a  new  lot "  for  Stephen 

Upson,  Dec.  29,  1670,  the  sum  of         -       -  -  50 

For  Isaac  Bronson's  addition,          -       -       -       -  10 

For  Samuel  Hickox's  addition,            -       -       -  -  15 

For  Daniel  Porter's  addition,           _       .       .       .  5 

For  Timothy  Stanley's  addition,          _       _       _  .  5 

For  Samuel  Scott's  "  half  an  allotment,"  -       -       -  50 

For  Pichard  Porter  the  other  half,  probably,  of  the  same,  50 

For  Tliomas  Judd,  Jr.,  prubably  a  new  allotment,  -  100 

For  Mr.  Peck  and  Mr.  Southmayd,  £150  each,       -  300 


■  £3,165 
As  a  general  rule,  a  propriety  once  subscribed  for,  and  se- 
cured by  a  compliance  with  the  articles,  went  in  the  name  of 
the  original  signer.    If  a  person  sold  out  a  part,  or  the  whole 
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of  his  riglit,  or  if  lie  died  and  liis  interest  was  distributed 
among  his  heirs,  the  propriety  was  kept  together  on  the  record 
and  stood  in  the  name  of  the  lirst  owner.  If  a  man  had  a 
chiim,  derived  from  others,  lie  must  show  that  he  obtained  his 
title  by  regular  conveyance  from  the  original  owner.  Hights 
in  the  undivided  lands  were  transferred  like  other  real  estate 
by  deeds,  warrantee,  or  quit  claim.  A  man,  for  instance,  sold 
a  £5  or  £10  right  or  propriety,  and  the  deed  was  recorded,  the 
record  being  evidence  of  title. 

Tliere  are  a  few  instances,  however,  in  which  the  name  was 
changed  on  a  cliange  of  ownership.  When  Tliomas  Judd, 
Sen.,  died  in  1702-3,  his  £100  right  went  into  the  possession 
of  his  son  John,  and  John  Judd's  name,  ever  after,  is  entered 
in  the  place  of  his  father's.  Benjamin  Jones  died  in  1GS9, 
and  Capt.  Thomas  Judd,  in  1715,  purchased  his  right.  From 
that  date,  Tiiomas  Judd  appears  twice  in  the  successive  lists  of 
proprietors,  once  as  ''Thomas  Judd,"  and  again  as  ''Thonuis 
Judd  Jones,''  while  Benjamin  Jones  is  heard  of  no  more. 
Again,  the  original  Thomas  Judd,  Jr.,  conveyed,  in  17'21,  to 
Samuel  Hall  of  Wallingford,  his  propriety.  After  that,  the 
right  goes  in  the  name  not  of  Samuel  Hall  Judd,  (according  to 
the  rule  in  tlie  preceding  case.)  nor  of  Samuel  Hall,  but  of 
"Thomas  Judd,  Jr.  Halls." 

The  above,  three  in  number,  are  all  the  alterations  of  names 
which  resulted  from  a  ciuinge  of  ow^nersliip,  (unless  John 
Bichards'  name  was  substituted  for  Bobert  Borter  in  conse- 
quence of  such  a  change.)  And  in  adopting  these,  it  will 
be  observed,  no  uniform  rule  was  f  jllowed. 

The  subscribers  to  the  articles  were,  in  the  beginning,  the 
joint  owners  of  all  the  lands  of  the  town,  each  having  as 
many  shares  or  rights,"  so  to  speak,  as  he  subscribed  pounds. 
A  person  in  tlie  first  instance,  might  subscribe  for  any  sum, 
not  exceeding  a  £100  allotment,  according  to  article  H,  thus 
securing,  within  certain  limits,  such  proportional  interest  as 
he  pleased.  This  limitation  was  designed  to  prevent  specula- 
tion, and  to  restrain  individuals  from  obtaining  too  much 
land.  The  committee  wished  to  secure  actual  settlers,  and  li^ 
far  as  consistent,  equality  of  condition  and  possessions.  Ihe 
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sum  of  all  the  subscrlptious,  as  they  at  first  stood,  was  £2,580, 
or  twenty-fiye  hundred  and  eighty  sluires.  Each  person,  then, 
who  liad  a  £100  propriety,  had  a  title  to  one-twenty-sixtli  part 
(within  a  fraction)  of  all  the  undiyided  lands  in  the  to^Mi^liip. 
The  admission  of  new  proprietors,  or  additions  to  the  rights 
or  shares  of  the  old  signers,  of  course  diminislied  the  propor- 
tion of  each  one  whose  propriety  had  remained  unaltered. 
By  augmenting  the  number  uf  proprietors  one-fifth,  or  rather 
by  increasing  the  nundjer  of  shares  nearly  one-third,  a  pound 
right  came  to  haye  a  greally  reduced  huid  yalue.  The  cost 
of  the  original  purchases  of  the  Indians  ^^'as  borne  by  share- 
holders, according  to  each  man's  interest.  Expenses  incurred 
for  the  common  l^enefit,  were  defrayed  by  the  same  ride. 
Koads  and  fences  to  inclose  the  common  field,  were  built  ])y  a 
tax  on  shares.  Article  III  required  that  all  public  charges,  in 
the  first  years  of  the  settlement,  should  "be  paid  proporriona- 
bly  to  meadow  allotments,''  and  meadow  allotments  "  were 
proportioned  to  propriety. 

Each  settler  yras  to  haye,  in  the  commencement,  according 
to  the  articles,  eight  acres  for  a  home  lot.  Tlicse  eight  acre 
lots,  as  has  already  been  stated,  were  at  first  located on. 
the  old  town  plot;  but  as  the  town  center  was  changed, 
there  was  at  that  time  no  occasion  to  do  mere,  and  they  were 
not  rei2:ularly  laid  out  and  suryeyed.  till  1730.  As  there  were 
not  lots  enough  for  all,  a  few  of  the  original  sul>>cribers,  and 
all  the  most  recent  ones,  had  to  take  their  lots  some\yhere 
else.^ 


*  "  Xov.  29, 1726.  It  was  by  vote  agreed  tliat  if  the  Con:iT.!tt^;e  for  tl.e  Old  Town  p!att  Lotts  Cant 
finci  all  the  Old  Town  platt  Lotts  for  imI  the  Oriuiral  Propria  tor?,  those  that  are  V,'anting  may 
have  Liberty  to  take  them  up  in  the  Undivided  Lands.''    Pro.  Book,  p.  f-0. 

The  record  of  the  laying  out  and  dj?ti  ibution  of  thi-se  'ot.s  i.s  particularly  intere^tin:^-.  because 
it  furnishes  the  first  authtntic  list,  as  far  as  it  goes,  of  the  orij-inal  proprietors  of  'Waterbury. 
There  are  ihirty  narces,  it  will  te  noticed,  corresponding  with  the  number  who  first  ?:  .ned  the 
articles.  If  a  signer  had  forfeited  his  rifht,  his  name  is  on^itted,  and  that  of  a  substitute,  who 
had  CDirplied  with  the  conditions,  is  inserted.  There  is  one  excej'tion,  liowever.  David  Car- 
penter's name  is  here,  thoug-h  he  did  not "  fulfill."  I  don't  know  why  it  is  found,  and  am  unable 
to  say  who  took  his  place.  Tea.  Judd's  name  is  entered  twice,  cnce,  I  srppose,  for  Benjamin 
Jones,  >\hose  propriety  he  bought  in  1715  Lieut. Timothy  Stanley's  name  is  also  inserted  twice, 
once  c'ouijtless  for  that  of  somtbofly  whose  right  fie  liad  purchased.  Of  the  two  *' great  lots," 
one  V  a.H  for  schoohs  and  the  other  for  tlie  minister.  The  latter  went  to  .Mr.  Peck.  These  ia.st 
lots  swe  !  the  whole  number  to  thirty-two. 

"A  list  of  the  House  Lotts  on  the  Old  Town  Piatt  Set  out  by  a  Committee  Lieut.  Timotliy  Stan- 
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The  new  house  lots  were  distributed  in  the  same  way,  each 
proprietor  being  entitled  to  one,  the  choice  being  determined 
by  lot.  ''xV  three  acre  lot  for  pasture,"  seems  also  to  have 
been  granted  by  the  committee,  in  the  beginning,  to  each  set- 
tler. This  apjjears  not  from  direct  evidence,  but  from  allu- 
sions like  the  following,  under  date  of  March  11th,  16TS-9. 

And  itt  is  ordc-red  that  Lieut  sarauel  Steele  Willum  Judd  and  John  Stanly  Jun'' 
Lay  out  to  tlie  proprietors  their  tlire  acre  lotts  that  are  granted  to  them  accord- 
ing to  former  agreement. 

It  ap})ears  tliat  in  addition  to  the  above,  eacli  proprietor 
had  eight  acres  (called  his  eight  acre  lot  ")  granted  him  by 
a  vote  of  the  committee,  Teb.  6th,  1GS2-3 : — 


ly,  Poctr  Daniel  Porter  Senr  &  Deacon  Thos  IlickcoA,  'We  began  on  the  Vi,'est  Teer,  at  the  south 
End  and  foand  as  follows  : — 

1.  John  Brounsons  Lott  Then  we  begun  at  the  South  End  of  the  Ea^t 

2.  Edmund  Scotts,  Lott  Teer  <fe  found 

3.  Isaac  Brounsons  Lott  1.    Deacon  Judds  Lott 

4.  Samuel  Uickcox  senr.  Lott  2.    David  Carpenters  — 

5.  Doctr  Porters  —  3.    Abraham  Andrus  — 

6.  A  Great  Lott  4.    Lieut.  Judds  — 

7.  A  Great  Lott  5.    Edmund  Scotts  Senr  — 

8.  John  Warner  —  6.  Licut,  Tirao  .-Stanleys  — 
Then  an  Eight  Road  highway  South  of  7.  Abraham  Andruss,  Cooper  — 
■Warners  Lott  that  Runs  East  and  West  8.  Benjoi  Barnes  — 
as  the  Lotts  lye,  9,   Thomas  Newel's  — 

9.  Thomas  Richardsons  Lott  Then  Eight  Rods  highway  to  Run  East  k  V.'est 

10.  Joseph  Hickcox  —  or  as  the  Lotts  lie 

11.  Lieut.  Timo  Stanleys    —  10.    Obadiah  Richards  Lott 

12.  Juhu  Newells  —  II.    Thomas  Warners  ~ 

13.  Benjra  Jones    ,  —  12.   John  Scovils  — 

14.  Lieut.  John  Stanleys    —  13.    John  Carri>igtons  — 

15.  Deacon  Judds  —  14.    Jolin  Weltons  — 

16.  John  Ilopkins  —  1").    Daniel  Warners  — 

IG.    Thomas  Juds  — 
The  several  Lotts  in  the  East  Teer  Butt  wcst  on  liighwaj. 
The  several  Lotts  in  ihe  West  Teer  Butt  East  on  highway, 
found  by  the  Committee 

Dan(kl  Portee 
Thomas  Hictccox 

TlUOTHY  STANLBY," 

The  old,  farailiar  names  which  we  do  not  find  in  this  catalogue,  are  those  of  Thomas  ilancox, 
who  signed  in  1(574,  (but  who  afterwards  forfeited  his  rights  and  was  obliL'e'l  to  take  his  ciiaMce 
as  a  new  -lubscriber,)  nod  of  Joseph  Gaylord,  who  signed  in  1677~S,  and  of  several  othert'  wi/u 
became  proprietors  at  a  later  period — Stephen  Upson,. Richard  Porter,  Philip  Judd,  Jontith'i" 
^•ott,  John  Richards,  John  Southmayd  and  John  Judd,  the  last,  however,  being  represcuttd  .n 
the  list  by  Lieut.  Judd.  Ail  these,  I  suppose,  omitting  the  last,  had  to  go  to  the  undivided  ImuU 
for  their  eight  acre  lots. 
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Itt  is  Granted  that  ecth  propriator  as  addisonal  to  ther  former  grants  sliall  ecth 
inliabitant  haue  eight  acrs  pr  man  laved  out  to  them  in  such  places  within  their 
towne  bounds  as  the  inhabitants  shall  agre  to  be  layed  out  by  persons  chosen  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  place. 

These  several  parcels  of  land,  then — the  town  plot  eight 
acre  lots,  the  new  home  lots,  the  three  acre  lots  for  pasture,  and 
the  eight  acre  lots  of  16S2-3 — were  distributed,  at  the  ouTset, 
without  reference  to.  propriety.  "With  these  exceptions,  and 
also  with  the  exception  of  certain  special  grants  liereafter  to  he 
referred  to,  the  lands  of  Waterhury  were,  from  time  to  time, 
as  there  was  need  of  them  for  improvement,  distributed 
among  the  proprietors  in  the  way  of  division.  The  land  thus 
obtained  was  called  an  allotment,  and  the  same  term  was  ap- 
plied to  the  proprietory  riglit,  or  the  riglit  of  allotment. 
These  divisions  were  nothing  more  than  dividends  on  shares, 
usually  so  many  acres,  or  so  many  parts  of  an  acre,  on  each 
pound  propriety.  There  was  occasionally,  particularly  in  the 
early  years  of  the  settlement,  a  modification  of  the  rule  which 
commonly  gave  some  advantage  to  the  small  stockholders,  or 
proprietors.  The  divisions  were  repeated  at  intervals,  till 
there  was  nothing  more  to  divide,  or  till  the  entire  townsliip 
passed  into  the  hands  of  individuals.  The  first  one  was  made 
at  the  time  the  settlement  wa^  conmienced,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  committee,  when  the  meadows  were  distri])uted, 
or  the  meadow  allotments taken  up.  The  first  made 
by  authority  of  the  proprietors  themselves,  was  in  IGSS,  and 
the  last  in  ISOl. 

The  proprietors,  as  has  already  been  mentioned,  disposed 
of  their  lands  by  division,  except  in  the  cases  in  which  reasons 
were  supposed  to  exist  for  special  grants.  Tliat  the  division 
might  be  ecpiitably  made,  it  was  the  practice  to  draw  lots  for 
a  clioice  of  lands.  He  who  drew  number  one,  was  to  have 
the  first  choice,  having  liberty  to  select  from  any  of  the  lands 
proposed  to  be  distributed.  He  who  drew  number  two,  liad 
the  second  choice,  and  so  on.  A  person's  chance  ^^'as  his  lot, 
and  the  thing  ac<piired  (the  land)  was  also  his  lot.  After  the 
order  of  choice  liad  been  determined,  a  certain  day,  distant 
enouo'h  to  allow  time  for  examinimr  the  lands  and  makinir  a 
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selection,  was  specified,  on  wliicii  the  laying  out  was  to  coni- 
meuce.  Kunning  on  from  this  lixed  time,  each  proprietor 
was  to  have  a  day  determined  by  his  lot  drawn,  (sometimes 
two  were  to  have  two  days,)  on  which  he  might  take  np  his 
lands  and  have  them  surveyed  by  the  town  measurers,  it  he 
neglected  to  do  this,  in  the  time  allowed,  he  must  wait  till  all 
the  others  had  had  their  turns.  In  some  instances,  in  order 
to  equalize  the  chances,  or  compensate  for  good  or  ill  luck, 
the  land  to  be  drawn  for  was  divided  into  two  equal  parcels, 
with  a  distinct  lot  for  each,  (two  draughts,  the  record  says.) 
The  first  was  drawn  in  tlie  way  described.  In  the  second  lot, 
he  who  had  the  first  chance  in  the  first  drav/ing,  now  had  the 
last,  and  he  who  before  had  the  last  now  had  the  first,  the 
order  of  choice  beins:  reversed.  Certain  re2:ulations  an<l  re- 
strictions  were  established,  at  difi'erent  times,  designed  to 
govern  action  in  taking  up  the  lands,  and  to  secure  tJie  com- 
mon weal,  by  preventing  an  abuse  of  privileges. 

The  following  extracts  indicate  the  steps  that  were  taken 
preparatory  to  the  proprietors'  first  land  division  of  IG^^  : 

Att  a  town  meeting  In  maitatuck  decern  30  (16S4)  the  town  deteriuuH.Mi  tiiat 
there  should  be  adiuition  of  all  \«  undeuided  meadow  to  each  propriutor  accord- 
ing to  his  meadow  allotment  former  grants  exsepted 

Dec  31  168-i  y«  town  mad  choys  of  serg  Judd  sam'^  hikcox  and  John>'tandly  a 
commity  to  uew  and  prepare  al  y«  undeuided  meadow  for  allotment  *  »  *  it 
was  determined  y'  each  man  should  haue  y^  charg  of  laying  out  hys  lot 

Geneuary:       1686  y*  town  declare  y^  worck  of  y®  commity  chosn  dei;ni 
(1694)  [1684]  namely  srg  judd  sr  standly  &  sam^i  hickox  was  to  uew  and  pre- 
pare all  y«  undeuided  meadow  up  y®  great  Riuer  and  up  Steels  brook  and  hancox 
brook  and  all  y«  branches  up  y«  Riuer. 

I  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  how  much  land  there  was 
distributed  in  this  division.  At  any  rate,  there  wa^  not 
enough  to  be  found  in  the  places  indicated  up  the  river  and  up 
Ilancox's  and  Steel's  Brook,  to  give  a  full  proportion  i>»  all 
the  proprietors,  so  that  several  had  to  take  a  part  of  tht- ir  al- 
lotments somewhere  else. 

Tills  division  bears  date  April  iTth,  l^JSS.  I  transcribe  tlie 
record  which  gives  a  list  of  the  proprietors  who  were  concern- 
ed in  this  land  distribution.    It  is  the  earliest  formal  li.-t  nuw 
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extant,  made  out  after  tlie  town  was  incorporated,  and  nnder 
circumstances  wliicli  give  it  authority.  It  is  interesting  and 
important.    The  amount  of  propriety  is  not  stated. 


Timothy  Standly 

Robard  porter 

Stephen  ubson 

thomas  Judd  jun' 

Samuell  Seoit 

Richard  porter 

daniel  porter 

Mr  fraysr 

thomas  wariier 

smith  judd 

John  brunson 

obadiah  richards 

isaac  brunsou 

daniell  warner 

John  welton 

John  standly 

edman  scott  juner 

John  wornor 

Tho  nuell 

John  nuell 

jn  hopkins 

John  scouell 

ben  barns 

John  carrintou 

ben joanes 

thomas  banco x 

Thomas  Richason 

philip  judd 

Joseph  paylard 

abraham  andrus  scnor 

Saniii  bikcos 

Ensign  Judd 

edman  Scott  senor 

abraham  audruss  junr 

Here  are  thirty-four  names,  two  less  than  tlie  full  nnmber, 
at  a  subsequent  period.  Who  Mr.  Frayser  was,  I  knov."  uot. 
His  name  is  not  found,  in  any  other  instance,  upon  the  record. 
It  may,  temporarily,  haye  been  sulxstituted  for  that  of  Joseph 
Hickox,  who  liad  remoyed  and  recently  died.  Possibly 
Frayser  was  Hickox's  executor  or  admini.-tratnr.  We  miss 
in  this  catah:^o-ue,  Joseph  Hickox  and  John  Eichards.  Doubt- 
less Itichards  luid  not  yet  become  a  pr(iprietor.  I  have  al- 
ready stated  that  he  purchased  Hobert  Porter's  right,  and  that 
we  ought  to  sup2)ose  that  he  afterwards  stood  in  his  place, 
were  it  not  for  a  discre2»ancy  in  the  amount  uf  their  ]>r«jpri- 
eties. 

If  we  deduct  two  from  this  list,  and  add  two,  and  then 
again  add  ]\Ir.  Peck  and  Mr.  Soutiinuiyd,  afterward.-  made 
proprietors,  we  complete  the  catalogue,  having  thirtv-six  in 
number. 

The  next  land  division,  so  far  as  can  1je  gathered  from  tlm 
records,  was  in  1G91-2.  The  i'oWuwiw^  passage  is  all  I  can 
fiml  relating  to  it.    It  is  taken  fn,>m  the  ohl,  unfiound  Propri- 
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etors'  Book,  page  20tli,  and  it  is  in  tlie  liand  of  Jolm  Stan- 
ley :— 

Att  a  meeting  of  the  propriators  in  Watterbury:  niareli  the  15  ICO^  th-ore  was 
granted  :  to  eeth  propriator  :  inhabetant  a  deuiiion  of  outlands  of  ten  acres  to  a 
hundred  pound  alotment  and  fiue  acres  to  a  fifty  pounde  alotniente  and  so  propoi  - 
sonable  aeording  to  mens  alotments  granted  by  the  comity  for  the  plus  th.a  is  to 
say  to  thos  that  hould  the  poseson  of  the  medow  alotments  by  their  own  ri'j.ht(-  : 
ecth  man  to  tacke  itt  up  by  suekseson  after  the  lois  are  drawn  the  first  too  men 
to  haue  two  days  hberty  to  tack  his  land:  and  bringe  in  his  report  to  ensign  Judd 
who  is  to  lay  it  out  tsvo  them  :  and  so  to  haue  on  day  to  two  men. 

Besides  tlie  metliod  "by  division,  the  lands  were  disposed  of 
by  grant.  I  lia^^e  already  referred  to  tlie  home  lots,  the  three 
acre  lots  and  the  eight  acre  lots,  bestowed  by  the  conimittL-c  in 
the  beginning.  These  grants  were  continued  for  the  2)urpose  of 
securing  some  common  good,  (as  in  the  case  of  the  grants  to 
the  mill  and  for  the  use  of  the  ministry;)  or  with  the  design 
of  correcting  inequalities  and  furthering  the  ends  of  impartial 
justice. 

One  would  suppose  that  our  fathers  need  not  have  om- 
plained  for  want  of  land,  considering  their  possessions.  Some 
of  them,  however,  considered  themselves  ''straitened''  a>  in- 
dividuals, and  apjdied  to  tlie  committee  for  relief.  Ilelit-f  vas 
vouchsafed,  as,  for  instance  : 

And  wharas  steuen  upson  macks  complaint  that  he  is  much  straitem-d  in  his 
presant  posesion  of  lands  we  grant  ane  adition  acording  to  what  the  town  so  .-ii's 
[&c]  to  be  layd  out  by  Tho  Judd  John  Stanly  and  the  present  townsmen*  febey 
5  ItSO 

And  wharas  Daniell  Porter  [and]  Thomas  richason  mack  complaint  that  they  are 
in  want  of  Land  to  improue  we  grant  liberty  to  the  towne  to  add  to  what  tlu-y 
haue  acording  to  their  good  di>cre?tion  and  what  shall  be  alowed  l,>y  tho  towne 
shall  be  lay^  out  [to]  them  by  Benjamin  Judd  and  John  stanly  and  also  to  lay  out 
what  belongs  to  the  miile  and  miler  febey  5  1680 

Joh  Stanley,  it  seems,  was  unfortunate  in  his  allotments, 
and  prayed  for  more  land  in  the  way  of  compensaticai.  lite 
committee  consented  and  advised  the  grant. 


*  Selectmen. 
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Upon  the  petion  [petition  of]  sergent  Jo  stauly  that  he  may  be  aconiadated 
with  four  or  fiue  acrs  of  mcilow  land  up  the  river  allthoiig  itt  be  four  or  tiue  miles 
oft"  from  the  towue  in  considaratiun  of  the  meannes  of  his  Alotments  we  the 
comity  doe  aduis  the  inhabitants  to  a  coniplyancc  tharuuto:  The  forgoinge  cou- 
clution  signed  feb  7th  1682 

John  Talcott 
John  wadsworth 
Nicho  Olmsted 

After  tlie  committee  had  withdrawn  from  an  active  parti- 
cipation in  the  affairs  of  the  phintatir.u,  tlie  proprietors  con- 
tinued to  make  special  grants  of  hind  whenever  occasion  call- 
ed for  them.  At  first,  these  grants  were  somewhat  sparingly 
made,  but  they  gradually  became  common,  till  at  length  the 
lands  were  given  away  with  a  pr(jiii<e  lilx'rality.  Often  tlie 
object  was  to  encourage  some  undertaking,  or  business,  or 
trade,  calculated  to  be  beneficial  to  the  people  ;  such  as  the 
erection  of  a  saw  mill,  or  fulling  mill,  or  tan  yard.  When 
there  was  no  purpose  but  to  distribute  the  land  as  fast  as  it 
could  be  improved,  among  those  to  whom  it  belonged,  there 
was  an  endeavor  to  preserve  a  sort  of  equality — to  regard  the 
different  and  just  claims  of  the  recipiants.  Land,  however, 
was  abundant  and  not  sufiiciently  valuable  or  in  demand,  to 
make  generosity  a  difiicult  virtue.  A  nuiin  design  was  to  en- 
courage the  settlement  of  the  t(:)wn,  and  extend  the  borders  of 
agriculture.  Ji.  wilderness  was  to  be  subdued,  and  workers 
were  wanted.  If  a  man  proposed  to  take  up  a  tract  of  land 
and  cultivate  it,  he  was  considered  as  offe-ring  a  fair  ecptivalent 
for  it.  All  were  benefited  by  his  labor.  If  a  person  Ibllow- 
ed  some  trade,  considered  as  of  first  importance  in  the  new 
plantation,  as  that  of  a  blacksmith  or  clothier,  he  was  regard- 
ed with  special  favor,  and  a  grant  to  him  was  allo^\'ed  to  l>e  a 
good  investment.  If  an  individual,  not  an  iidiabitant,  who 
would  make  a  good  citizen,  could  be  induced  by  a  few  a  :res 
for  pasture,  or  a  tract  of  boggy  ineadow,  to  settle  in  the  town, 
the  proprietors  thought  they  made  a  profitable  bargain. 

Jan,  2 1st,  1689-00,  there  were  grants  of  land  to  many  of 
tlie  proprietors,  se^'en  acres  to  eacli,  the  h.)ts  to  be  improved 
as     Jiogfields"  or  hog  enclosures.    Into  these  the  swine  ap- 
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pear  to  have  been  turned,  in  the  summer  season,  to  root  the 
ground,  to  pick  up  the  nuts  and  thus  obtain  their  living,  Tho<e 
iields seem  to  have  been  east  of  tlie  to^vn,  on  and  near  Farm- 
ino^ton  road,  in  the  neiirhl)or]iood  of  the  lonf^  wifrwam,  llofr 
Pound,  or  Beaver  Pond  Brook,  and  Turkey  IlilL  I  quote 
a  passage  from  the  record : 

At  the  same  meeting  the  proprietors  granted  to  samueli  hickox  s*"  seauen  a  cers 
of  land  on  the  hill  on  the  west  side  of  hoog  pound  broke  on  the  same  condition 
richard  porter  had  his  jan  21  1689 

One  would  naturally  suppose  that  this  use  of  land  for 
keeping  swine  was  the  origin  of  the  name  Hog  Pound,  by 
which  the  district  was  known  till  a  very  recent  period.  But 
it  will  be  observed  that  some  of  the  tracts  are  located  on  Hug 
Pound  Brook,  showing  that  the  name  was  in  existence  at  an 
earlier  period.  Most  likely,  however,  the  lands  had  been  eia- 
ployed,  in  some  instances,  for  a  similar  purpose,  previous  to  tlie 
date  of  the  grants  named.  Tlie  district  is  now  known  by  the 
more  decorous  mime  of  East  Farms. 

At  first  it  was  not  usual  for  the  proprietors  to  attach  any 
conditions  to  the  grants  of  land,  except  they  were  ''not  to  ])re- 
judice  highways  and  former  grants."  At  length,  however,  in- 
dividuals who  had  resided  long  enough  in  the  town  to  se- 
cure their  estates,  began  to  show  a  disposition  to  leave.  Jo- 
seph  Hickox  removed  in  1GS5,  Thomes  Ilancox  in  16ST,  an«l 
many  others  soon  after.  The  course  was  then,  to  a  consideriible 
extent,  changed.  Tliose  who  were  not  proprietors,  but  the  s^ns 
of  those  who  were,  no  longer  received  unconditional  grants. 
Sometimes  they  were  to  build  a  portion  of  tlie  common  fence 
as  a  consideration.  Usually  they  were  rerpiired  to  re.-ide  in 
town,  not  oft'  and  on,  but  '"in  a  steady  way,"  four  years,  often 
live,  and  occasionally  even  six  years.  Sometimes,  particu- 
larly if  they  received  house-lots,  they  were  ''to  build  a  tenant- 
able  house  according  to  articles." 

Sometimes  the  proprietors  themselves  were  subjected  t<> 
conditions.  Frtr  instance,  Jan.  3d,  16S6-T.  Abraham  An- 
druss.  Sen.,  liad  five  acres  of  land  given  him  on  Little  Br*>ok, 
which  were  to  be  forfeited  if  he  went  away  in  four  years. 
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Isaac  Bronson  and  John  Welton  Iiad  grants  in  160i-5,  which 
were  to  hold  good  only  on  condition  they  remained  in  the 
town  four  years.  Similar  restrictions  were  imposed  in  other 
cases.  There  was  a  distrust  eyen  of  the  fathers  of  the  settle- 
ment. Many  were  gone  away,  and  others  were  preparing  to 
follow,  lliese,  taken  in  connection  with  other  things  to  he 
noticed  hereafter,  occasioned,  yery  naturally,  the  greatest  dis- 
couragement. / 

The  frequent  refusal  of  those  who  had  signed  the  articles  to 
coniply  with  the  conditions  wliich  they  prescribed,  and  the 
lajji^ard  moyements  and  lono^  delays  of  those  who  intended 
ultimate  compliance,  were  the  cause  of  much  dissatisfaction 
and  early  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  planters,  and  of  strin- 
gent action  by  the  committee.    I  C[uc>te  : — 

Att  a  mettiug  of  the  coniite  for  mattatuek:  on  the  26  of  nouerabcr  1679: 
whereas  we  haue  receiued  infoniiation  by  some  of  the  iiihaliitarits  belonging  to 
that  place  that  [some]  of  the  propriators  to  whom  alotments  ware  grante  d  liaue 
liitherto  neglected  the  settlement  of  them  selues  and  famihes  there  to  the  groat 
discouragment  and  weakening  of  the  hands  of  those:  that  are  Alrcdy  upon  the 
place  with  their  famelys 

We  baue  thought  meet  to  determine  and  resolue  that  all  such  propriators  as 
shall  not  be  personally  with  their  famelies  inhabiting  att  mattatuek  by  the  be^t  of 
may  next;  enseuing  and  ther  to  al)ide  shall  foriitt  all  their  title  property  and 
interest  in  any  alotments  granted  to  them  att  mattatuek  to  be  disposed  by  the 
comity  to  such  other  as  they  shall  aproue  otf 

Also  we  doe  further  determine  that  aU  such  inhabitants  as  shall  not  erect  a 
mantion  hous  by  the  last  of  may  come  twelue  month  Acording  to  a  former  articie 
to  that  purpose  shall  fortit  all  their  right  and  title  in  lands  att  mattatucke  aforsairl. 

Soon  after,  an  order  was  passed  designed  to  secure  prompt 
action  and  faithfulness  to  engagements  on  the  part  of  new 
subscribers. 

Further  itt  is  agred  by  vs  that  in  case  any  doe  aperc  desiring  alotments  ther 
[they]  shall  subscribe  to  original  articles  and  iuirag  alho  to  erect  a  dwelling 
hous  acording  to  dementions  [required  l)y]  said  articles  within  one  year  after  ^ub- 
scription  and  settle  with  his  or  their  famelies  vpoii  the  place  within  that  time  oth. 
erwis  to  forfit  all  their  grant  of  land  and  right  therin:  to  be  disposed  to  such 
others  as  the  comity  shall  Judg  meet  fob  5  16Stj 

Still  there  were  hesitation  and  procrastination  on  the  pnrt  of 
many  proprietors.    Some  neglected  to  build,  others  to  reside 
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in  tlie  place,  and  others  to  bring  tlieir  families.  Tlie  d'^m- 
plaints  became  louder  and  more  frequent.  Tlie  committix*, 
for  a  long  time  reluctant  to  act,  were  tinally  oldiged  to  take 
decisive  measures.  Tliev  passed  the  act  known  as  tlie  Ai-t 
of  Feb.  6tli,  16S2.*'  It  declared  tlie  allotments  of  several  dc- 
linquent  proprietors,  Benjannn  Judd,  Samutd  Judd  and. 
Thcunas  Hancox,  *•  to  be  condemned  as  forfeited,''  uncondi- 
tionally. The  same  sentence  was  passed  upon  the  allotnu'iir> 
of  Timotliy  Stanley,  Joseph  Gaylord,  John  Carriugton,  .V]>]-a- 
ham  Andruss,  cooper,  Thomas  Xewell,  Daniel  Porter,  TlH^nuis 
AYarner,  Thomas  Eicliason,  Obadiah  Hichards  and  Jolm 
Scovill ;  but  upon  condition  of  ''their  submition  ar.d  ref- 
ormation with  their  coliabitation  upon  the  place  one  com}>l"tt;- 
yere  as  a  dision  all  [additional]  to  the  four  yers  Injoined  "  l-y 
the  articles,  their  rights  were  to  be  restored.  It  also  re(piir!  d 
new  subscribers  to  reside  in  the  place  '-the  full  term  <»f  f'-ni- 
yers  in  a  stedy  way  and  manor  with  their  famelio.''  anii 
all  persons  accepte<l  as  proprietors,  after  its  date,  were  tn  >i'_:;H 
the  act.  Thomas  Ilancox  signed  it  as  a  new  subscribe]'.  A 
few  others,  afterwards  admitted,  did  the  same. 

We  whose  [names]  are  under  writen  doe  subscribe  to  a  faithfull  subTnition  nini 
obseruation  of  the  act  of  the  comity  one  the  other  side  of  this  leafe  fobuary  u 
1682: 

subscribed  this  4  of  June  S3      Thomas  hancox 
genuary  10:  83  Thomas  Judd  Jun'' 

May  26    84  Robert  porter 

June  13  87  philip  Judd 

Timothy  Stanley  and  the  nine  others  whose  names  are  men- 
tioned in  the  same  connection,  submirted  and  rffornuMi.'* 
and  thus  regained  possession  of  their  land. 

The  act  of  removal  to  a  new  settlement  in  the  time  of  wliich 
I  am  writing  was  a  solemn  tiling.  It  was  undertaken  nr!y 
after  certain  tV»rmalities  and  much  prayer.  The  l^ible  was 
consulted,  and  the  aid  of  the  church  sought.  Tliere  v.a- 
much  and  earnest  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  indication-  "T 
Providem-e.  Tlien,  as  now,  liowever,  it  was  generally  ibsiiiii, 
at  last,  that  the  linger  of  Providence  pointed  in  the  .-am*,  m- 
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rectiou  as  the  inclinations  of  those  who  sought  guidance.  By 
this  remark,  hovrcYer,  I  do  not  mean  to  impugn  the  motives 
or  question  the  sincerity  of  our  forefathers,  or  the  good  men 
of  our  day. 

The  extract  given  behjw,  is  from  the  Farmington  church 
record.  It  is  an  answer  to  an  application  for  advice.  The 
paper  is  very  shrewdly  written,  and  contains  much  wordly 
wisdom,  to  say  nothing  of  its  strong  religious  sentiment. 
We  can  see  why  the  church  was  so  reluctant  to  part  with 
William  Judd,  though  the  very  man  the  new  settlement  stood 
in  need  of.  The  record  bears  no  date,  hut  there  are  indica- 
tions that  the  time  was  as  early  as  the  spring  of  16T7-S. 

The  Churcli  having  considered  the  desire?  of  their  brethren  William,  Thomas, 
John  and  Benjamin  Judd,  as  also  John  Standly,  Jun.  touching  their  removal  from 
us  to  Mattatuck,  agreed  as  foUowetli  ; 

1  In  general,  that  considering  the  diverse  difficulty  and  inoonueniency  which 
attend  the  plan  toward  which  they  are  looking,  and  how  hazardable  it  may  be, 
for  ought  that  appeareth,  that  the  house  and  ordinances  of  Christ  may  not,  for  a 
long  time  at  least,  be  settled  among  them — 

The  Church  doth  advise  the  brethren,  to  be  wary  of  engaging  far  until  some 
comfortable  hopes  appears  of  being  suited  for  the  inward  man,  in  the  great  things 
fore  mentioned. 

2.  Particularly  to  our  brother  William  Judd,  that  it  having  pleased  God  to 
deal  so  bountifully  with  him — that  not  many  of  the  brethren  with  us  have  so  large 
accommodations  as  himself,  they  see  not  his  call  to  remove,  on  the  account  of 
ptraitness  for  outward  suhsistance,  i  tlier.'fore  counsel  him,  if  it  may  be  with  sat- 
isfaction to  his  spirit,  to  continue  his  abode  with  us,  hoping  God  [will]  bless  him 
in  so  doing. 

To  the  rest,  tho'igh  we  know  [not  how]  much  they  will  be  bettered  as  to 
land,  all  things  considered,  by  there  removal,  c-pecially  John  and  Benjamin  Judd, 
and  therefore  cannot  much  encourage,  yet  if  the  bent  of  their  Spirits  be  strong  for 
going,  and  the  advice  fore  given,  touching  tlie  worship  of  God  be  taken,  we  shall 
not  trouble,  but  say  the  will  of  '    '     "  be  done. 

Of  tlie  above  mentioned  persr»n>,  only  two,  Thomas  Judd 
and  John  Stanley,  Jr.,  lived  up  to  the  articles  and  became 
proprietors;  though  the  others,  particuhiriy  William  and  Ben- 
jamin Judd,  funul  the  bent  of  their  spirits  to  be  strong  for 
going, and  apparently  tried  hard  to  like  the  enterprise,  but 
finally  gave  it  up,  tinding  pcrhap.s  that  they  had  misread  tlie 
teachin<i;s  of  dutv. 
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C  II  A  P  T  E  E  Y. 

THE  COMMOX   FEXCE  AXD   COMMON  FIELD. 

OxE  of  the  first  things  to  be  attended  to  in  the  new  settle- 
ment, was  the  building  of  fences  for  the  protection  of  thc^ 
crops  and  tlie  meadow  hxnds.  The  committee  gave  this  sub- 
ject their  early  attention.  I  quote  from  their  acts  under  date 
Jan.  15,  1677,  (i67T-S): — 

We  order  the  comon  fenc  one  the  e>te  sid  tlie  riuer  for  securing  the  medov,'s 
shall  be  made  sufitiently  by  the  last  of  may  acording  to  the  number  of  acrs  of 
niedow  land  ecth  proprlator  is  seized  of  and  we  desire  and  apoint  milium  Judd, 
Thomas  Judd  and  John  Stanly  to  proportion  the  said  fenc  and  lay  out  ecth  person 
his  just  dues  and  being  soe  layed  out:  ecth  person  that  shall  neglect  macking  his 
just  proportion  shall  be  finable  acording  to  the  la^Y  of  this  colony. 

There  was  another  order  made  regarding  the  *'  common 
fence,-'  bearing  date  March  11th,  lGTS-9.  By  this,  a  new  an<l 
additional  division,  it  v\-ould  seem,  was  to  be  erected,  and  t]ie 
proprietors  were  required  to  make  their  respective  proj>0]'tions 
by  the  first  of  May,  then  ensuing. 

Wharaa  there  is  a  mile  of  fence  tharabouts  yet  to  be  erected:  for  securing  thos 
lands  that  are  under  improuement  from  spoill  of  catle  and  swine  wee  doe  adaise 
and  order  that  willum  Judd  Thomas  Judd  and  John  Stanly  Jun  shall  proportion 
and  stacke  out  to  ecth  proprlator  his  proportion  with  all  sped  conueni[ent] 

We  furcher  order  that  ectli  proprlator  doe  erect  a  sufisent  fence  vpon  thoss  re- 
specti%-e  places  apointed  [to  him]  for  defenc  of  tliat  land  that  no  damage  to  elihrr 
corne  or  gras  by  cattle  or  swine  [be  done]  which  fence  shall  be  done  bei\sixt  this 
and  the  first  of  May  next: 

Late  in  the  spring  of  the  next  year,  orMay  22d,  lOSO,  tliere 
was  au  order  issued,  signed  by  John  Talcott  and  John  Wads-- 
wortli,  for  the  building  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  rods  of  ad- 
ditional fence  "forthwith:"  and  each  proprietor  v/ho  nrglect- 
ed  his  work  till  the  first  of  June  was  to  j>ay  sixpence  per 
rod,  and  for  longer  delay,  sixpence  per  week.  Further  acti<>n 
upon  the  same  subject  was  taken  the  succeeding  year.  Un- 
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der  date  of  Feb.  S,  IGSO,  (lGSO-1,)  the  committee  directed  a 
portion  of  fence  to  Le  constructed  1>y  the  first  of  xipriL 

The  meadow  hinds  np  and  down  the  riYcr,  on  which  tlie  QCoAy 
settlers  mainly  depended  for  tillage  and  fodder,  were  regard- 
ed as  particularly  Yaluahle.  They  were  distributed  in  the  be- 
ginning, but  the  lots  lay  in  common  ;  that  is,  they  were  not 
separated  by  diYision  fences.  Fences  were  expensiye  and 
coidd  not  be  afforded ;  besides,  on  the  low  grounds  they  were 
liable  to  be  swept  away  by  the  frerpient  Hoods.  F(^r  tlie  pro- 
tection of  the  meadows  (as  may  be  gathered  from  tlie  preced- 
ing extracts  and  remarks)  a  "common  fence''  was  erect- 
ed running  along  on  the  high  ground,  east  of  tlie  riYcr  and 
west  of  the  village,  and  extending  a  distance  north  and  south. 
It  was  called  conamon,"  because  it  was  for  tlie  equal  benefit 
of  all  an<l  was  built  and  maintained  by  alh  At  this  period, 
as  no  inhabitants  dwelt  up(»n  tlie  v/est  side  of  the  river,  and  no 
cattle  vrere  kept  there,  this  single  line  o^  fence  was  deemed 
sutRcient  for  the  protection  of  the  meadows.  It  was  erected, 
in  the  first  instance,  and  supi^orted  afterwards,  by  the  propri- 
etors in  prop<>rrion  to  the  land  each  had  to  be  inclosed — a 
given  nundjerof  rods  and  feet  to  each  acre.  A  man's  partic- 
ular portion  of  fence  vras  determined  ]>y  lot.  Beginning  at 
the  ^.[ill  Iliver  (Mad  Eiver)  and  rnnning  north,  each  man's 
positi'.n  in  the  line  was  decidod  ])y  the  number  drawn,  num- 
ber one  standing  first,  nundjer  two  second,  and  so  on.  This 
being  done,  each  per-on'^  portion  of  the  work  was  measured 
and    staked  out.'' 

In  tlie  tiv>t  Fhv>priet(n-s' Bonk,  sr)  called,  in  the  beginning  of 
the  volume,  is  tlie  following  entry  : 

The  fir<t  diaision  [of  fence]  bt^.trins  at  tlu»  made  riuer  and  .soe  runs  northwards: 
till  itt  butts  on  the  banke  of  the  riuer;  against  .'^tells  [Steels'j  meadow  as  itt  falls 
by  \o:v.— 

Then  follow  the  names  of  the  proprietors,  beginning  v/itli 
Thomas  Bichason,  in  tlie  order  a])parently  in  which  the  num- 
bers were  drawn,  with  the  length  (jf  fence,  in  "rods,"  "  fete" 
and  "inches,"  as^^igned  t«.>  each,  the  amount  offence  being,  in 
every  instance,  proportioned  to  proprietorship.    There  are 
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twenty-six  names  in  this  list,  including  three  ''grate  lotes,"  the 
latter  having  thirty-three  rods  and  fifteen  feet  each — tlie 
proportion  for  £150  propriety.  The  entire  lengtli  of  this  divis- 
ion of  fence  appears  to  have  been  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
four  rods,  nine  feet  and  ten  inches,  or  seven-eighths  of  a  mile. 
It  was  doubtless  that  portion  which  was  lirst  built,  (in  the 
spring  of  1677-8,)  it  being  more  immediately  necessary  than 
other  portions. 

This  catalogue  of  names,  on  the  record,  is  followed  by  a 
second  division  of  fence,  bc2:innini2r  at  the  north  end  of  the 
last  division  and  running  northward.  Then  come  thirty 
names,  including  the  three  great  lots,  and  a  line  of  lenco 
amounting  to  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  rods,  one  foot  and 
three  inclies,  or  over  three  quarters  of  a  mile.  It  was  probably 
erected  in  the  spring  of  1678-9.  The  third  division  began 
at  the  Mill  Iliver  and  ran  south  three  hundred  and  four  rods, 
twelve  feet  and  nine  inches,  or  nearly  one  mile,  and  was  par- 
celed out  to  twenty-seven  proprietors,  inclusive  of  the  great 
lots,  and  seems  to  have  been  built  in  the  spring  of  1679-80. 
The  fourth  division  continued  the  line  south  two  hundred  and 
seven  rods,  twelve  feet,  seven  inches,  or  over  three-eigliths 
of  a  mile,  and  was  distributed  among  thirty-seven  proprietors, 
counting  the  great  lots.  It  ap}>ears  to  have  been  made  in  the 
spring  of  1680-81. 

The  four  divisions  of  common  fence  spoken  of,  (erected  in 
the  early  parts  of  the  four  first  years  after  the  settlement,)  two 
north  and  two  south  of  the  ~Slad  Hlver,  in  their  whole  length, 
measured  a  little  over  three  and  a  quarter  miles,  the  two 
northern  divisions  making  somewhat  more  than  half  of  tlie 
whole.  A  fifth  division  is  spoken  of  in  1686-7.  At  any  rate, 
additions  were  made  to  the  fence  from  time  to  time,  either  way, 
as  circumstances  required.  At  an  early  period  (before  17'  "  ^) 
it  seems  to  have  reached  Long  Meadow  Falls,  about  two  and 
a  half  miles  below  the  village,  on  the  south  ;  and  on  the  north, 
to  have  extended  as  far  as  Mount  Taylor,  four  miles  from  the 
center.  Before  1685-6,  it  had  crossed  ilancox  Brook,  as  ai 'pears 
from  the  record  which  follows: 
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Mattatock  march      last  16S5-6       town  by  uoat  detrniined  y'  tlios  men  y. 
haue  fenc  ouer  hancox  brook  and  northward  from  y«  town  be  brought  oiior  to 
east  6<^  y®  brook  and  set  in  y^  rang  on  as  good  ground  as  they  now  stand  for 
fencing  y*  is  on  y®  rang  y'  is  determined  furder  to  fenc  for  y«  securing  of  y« 
meadows. 

This  removal  offence  seems  to  ]mye  been  in  pursuance  of  a 
plan  for  protecting  tlie  lands  farther  np  the  brook,  and  so 
crossing  perhaps  at  a  higlier  point.  The  lands  to  be  thus  se- 
cured were  about  to  be  divided  among  the  proprietors,  and 
brought  under  cultivation.  It  seemed  to  be  the  design  to  in- 
clude witliin  the  common  fence  all  tlie  lands  which  were  most 
valuable  for  meadovr  and  tillage.  A  lot  at  ''Pine  Hole,"  so 
late  as  1733,  is  described  in  a  deed  as  within  the  ''common 
Held,"  and  as  bounded  cast  on  the  common  fence. 

jM'ear  the  village  the  couimon  fence  ran  as  follows  :  Be- 
ginning at  Mill  lllver  a  little  above  the  manufactoiy  of 
tlie  Ilotchkiss  and  Merriman  Manufacturing  Com])any,  at 
a  point  (where  "it  was  agreed,''  March  31st,  1700,  by  a 
mager  uott  to  cal  the  fens  cros  the  mad  riuer  in  the  comon 
line  seauen  rod")  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Al)raham  Andruss, 
Sen's  house  lot  of  three  and  a  half  acres,  it.  ran  northwesterly 
along  the  brow  of  the  hill  between  said  Andrii^s'  land  and  the 
Mill  Plain  fifteen  acre  lot,  (sometimes  called  Hopkins'  Plain,) 
till  it  reached  Union  street,  at  '•  Union  stpiare."  Thence  it 
continued  along  the  south  side  of  Union  stj-eet  and  the  north 
side  of  the  Plain  above  Uientioned  to  the  iiill  just  west  of  Elm 
street,  where  there  were  bars  aiul  an  enti'ance  to  the  connnon 
held.  Thence  1  can  lind  no  early  ti-aces  of  it  till  we  come  to 
the  south  micadow  gate  at  the  southwest  comer  of  Bank  and 
Grand  streets.  Probably,  at  the  bars  in  Union  street,  it  con- 
tinued westerly,  in  the  line  of  tliat  >treet,  to  the  point  iiamed 
in  Bank  street,  thus  including  within  the  common  lield  tlie 
house  lots  of  Stephen  Upson,  Samuel  Scott  and  Eiohard 
Porter.    Here  it  ran,  at  so  late  a  period  as  1T90."'-' 


*  This  appears  from  a  deed,  dated  Feb.  K'ih,  of  that  year,  from  Thomas  Porter  to  his  sod 
Phiueas  Porter,  conveying,  for  £7'?  Hi.  lawful  raorjey,  a  tract  of  lan.J  in  the  "common  field," 
estimated  at  seventeen  acres,  lying  between  Urion  stitht  and  the  old  roads  runninsr,  one  south- 
wewtPrly  from  the  Plain  bars,  the  other  souihea-terly  from  Dunk  btreot.  The  boundary  line  is 
described  in  the  o  eed  a3   follows:  "Beginning  about  two  rods  east  of  David  Pritchard's 
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From  the  corner  of  Bank  street  the  fence  extended  west  in 
the  south  line  of  Grand  street  and  in  front  of  Stephen  Up^^on's 
and  John  A\"elton's  hind  and  tlie  burying  yard  to  tlie  Little 
Pasture  (parsonage  lot)  and  AVillow  street.  Thence  it  passed 
up  WiUow  street,  on  the  westerly  side,  (leaving  Benjamin 
Jones'  and  Dea.  Judd's  houses  on  the  left)  to  AVest  Main  street 
and  the  "common  gate.''  Thence  it  continued  past  Jolm 
Scovill's  in  the  Avest  line  of  Willow  street,  up  the  hill  iind 
into  the  woods  above.  Afterwards,  it  appears  to  have  borne 
off  more  to  the  west  till  it  reached  the  river's  bank,  opposite 
Steel's  meadow,  seven-eighths  of  a  mile  from  the  starting  place 
at  Mad  Eiver.  A  little  farther  on,  it  left  the  ^^augatuck  and 
extended  in  a  more  easterly  direction,  so  as  to  include  the 
better  lands  east  and  south  of  Hancock's  Brook. 

In  the  above  description,  I  have  considered  the  home  lots 
of  Benjamin  Jones,  Dea.  Judd  and  John  Scovill  as  lyiiig 
within  the  common  field.  This  was  undoubredly  the  fact, 
although  I  do  not  find  the  circumstance  alluded  to  in  any  con- 
veyance, or  by  any  direct  or  incidental  remark. 

Tlie  fence  spoken  of  above  was  removed  from  time  to  time, 
farther  westward,  till  it  came  to  inclose  the  meadows,  proper- 
ly so  called,  only.  A  portion  of  it,  in  the  form  of  an  old, 
broken  stone-wall,  may  still  be  seen,  standing  where  it  was 
placed,  after  this  process  of  removal  was  begun,  up  Willow 
street,  north  of  the  village,  a  little  west  of  the  road. 

East  of  the  Mad  Biver  the  common  fence  ran  south  and 
southwesterly,  Keeping  on  the  west  side  of  the  mill  lot  of  eight 
acres,  and  below  occupying  the  high  ground  at  some  distance 
from  the  river. 

Soon  after  1700,  when  people  began  to  settle  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river,  more  frequent  complaints  were  made  of  dam- 
age done  to  the  common  lields  by  cattle.  In  1701,  the  town 
resolved  that  all  horses,  cattle  or  swine  found  running  at  large 


dwelHncr  house,  [on  the  southwest  corner  of  Bank  and  Ciranil,]  extcndinf?  eastward  to  the 
highway  that  ^otth  into  the  common  field  at  the  mill  plain  bars,  then  southward  by  the  h;_'h- 
way  tin  it  comes  to  the  highway  that  goeth  to  Salem,  then  by  said  highway  to  the  first  corner, 
butting  ail  aides  on  highway."  At  the  date  of  this  deed,  and  afterwards,  the  land  on  the  bordt.rs 
of  the  Great  Brook,  lying  within  this  tract,  and  for  a  considerable  distance  above,  wa.-i  an 
alder  swamp. 


52 


HISTORY  OF  WATERBURY, 


west  of  tlie  river  iniglit  be  impounded.  The  follovving  vote 
has  rehitioii  to  this  subject : — 

April  6,  1702,  y«  propriators  by  uoate  agree  that  who  soeiier  shall  haue  liljerty 
to  liue  on  y®  west  s*^  y*  fence  or  great  riuer  within  our  bounds  shall  subiuit  to  y*' 
order  of  y«  propriators  as  if  they  lined  y«  east  s<^  y«  common  fenc  as  to  our 
agreement  of  fencing  or  [our]  meadows  y'  by  reson  of  them  we  be  r.ot  under 
nesesity  of  fencing  on  y«  west  s<J  our  meadows  but  y*  theyr  creatovb  be  pound 
fesent  in  any  of  our  meadows,  and  they  oblidged  to  keep  theyr  creators  out  of 
our  feild,  as  if  they  were  fenced  round  and  he  y'  gos  to  liue  on  y®  west  sid  to 
subscrib  this  act  in  testimony  of  his  submiting  to  it  and  he  y'  refuses  to  submit; 
to  this  order  not  to  be  alowed  to  liue  on  y^  west  s<^ 

It  became  more  apparent,  however,  from  year  to  year,  that 
it  wouUl  be  necessary  to  construct  a  fcuce  on  the  west  side  of 
the  river,  running  down  to  and  crossing  it  at  each  end,  so  as 
completely  to  encircle  the  common  field.  Some,  however,  so 
late  as  ITOrt,  were  in  favor  of  extending  the  line  on  the  east 
side  south  as  far  as  Beacon  Hill  Bro<  'k,  tlie  southern  boundary 
of  the  town,  and  of  being  content,  for  the  present,  v.  iili  the 
additional  security  which  that  extension  would  atibrd.  I  copy 
the  vote  of  the  proprietors  to  show  how  this  subject  was  dis- 
posed of : — 

[Voted]  to  fenc  from  y*  east  end  of  y*  mountain  against  mount  tailor  on  y'' 
west  y«  Riuer  and  so  to  y«  falls  ir  y«  Riuer  at  y«  lor  end  of  y«  lou^:  meadow 
and  to  make  y®  fenc  good  and  substanchail  aganst  ai  orderly  horses  and  cattell 
and  sufficiant  aganst  too  yeir  olds  and  y*  fenc  to  be  uewed  by  the  fesic-uewers. 
deak  Tho  judd  Left  Timoiliy  Stanly  Jo°  hopkins  son''  benjair.iQ  borns  sen""  &Tho. 
judd  ju'  was  Chosen  a  com~ty  to  modell  y«  land*  in  s'^  feild  and  proportion  y« 
fenc  of  feild  to  each  man  acording  to  his  propriaty  k  lay  out  to  each  man  his 
part —  y«  lands  on  which  y«  fenc  is  to  be  laid  is  all  y*  is  fit  for  plowing  or  mo- 
ing  in  feild  hauing  Respect  to  y«  fenc  already  layd  out  each  man  to  keep  his 
fenc  alredy  layd  out  to  him  and  there  being  much  land  spoyled  y«  flood 
y*  oners  of  such  land  to  be  considred  and  abated  in  this  diuition  y*  y«  whol 
Rang  of  fenc  of  feild  may  be  equally  proportioned  to  each  propriator  accord- 
ing to  his  beniht  of  lands  in      feild  as  near  as  they  can  desemb'"  12  ITij-i 

Y«  propriators  agreed  to  leaue  a  mile  at  y*  north  end  of  y''  lovn  wlior  they 
began  to  measure  on  y*  west  sid  where  they  intend  to  set  y^  fenc  to  be  dun  by 
y«  propriators  in  a  genaral  way  to  be  layd  on  y«  land  yet  undcuided  as  it  shall  be 
taken  up  march  y*  o^^ 


**'Tomodt:ll  ye  land ''—to  appraise  the  land,  or  raUier  to  determine  its  relative  value  or 
quality,  in  order  that  an  apportionrnent  of  fence  on  this  ba:<;s  might  be  made  among  the  owners. 
I  infei  this  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  phrase,  from  the  conaectiona  in  which  it  is  used  in  the  record. 
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This  last  part  of  tlie  fence  was  to  be  done  by  the  })ropri- 
etors  in  their  collective  capacity  until  the  undivided  lands 
spoken  of  were  taken  np,  when  it  was  to  be  distributed  among 
the  owners  of  such  lands  accordino^  to  usa2:e. 

But  the  vote  which  I  have  given,  dated  December  i2th,  1701-, 
and  which  determined  the  principle  on  which  the  new  fence 
was  to  be  divided  among  the  proprietors,  gave  much  dissatis- 
faction. At  a  sul)sequent  meeting,  xVpril  10th,  1705,  a  modi- 
fication of  the  principle  was  sought  and  obtained.  It  was 
then  determined — 

y«  whole  Rang  of  feuc  quit  round  sd  feild  shall  be  equally  diuided  on 
acer  alike  of  all  sorts  of  land  With  ia  s*^  feild  booth  of  plowing  moii;g  up- 
land and  paustor  y'  is  allready  layd  out  or  giueu  to  any  man  and  each  man  to 
maintain  his  fenc  so  layd  out  to  him  but  the  fenc  already  layd  on  y«  east 
[side]  to  remain  and  belong  to  them  y*  it  belongs  to  not  to  rcmoue  them  but  to 
be  counted  as  part  of  their  diuitionas  fare  as  it  will  go  y«  former  act  by  this  made 
uoid  in  exempting  pastor  lands  considering  waste  land  .L'  moda.lizitig 

This  uoat  was  full  but  four  or  5  acted  aganst  it  and  doctor  porter  one  of  them 
did  protest  aganst  it. 

But  there  was  delay  in  making  the  fence,  and  much  mur- 
muring at  the  injustice  of  tlie  last  vote.  By  that  vote,  it  will 
be  noticed,  each  man's  proportion  of  fence  was  to  dept-a*!,  as 
it  did  in  the  beginning,  by  order  of  the  grand  committee,  on 
the  number  of  acres  he  o^v'ned  in  the  common  iield,  without 
reference  to  the  value  of  the  land;  so  that  a  person  liaviiig 
twenty  acres  of  valuable  '-moing"  land  had  tu  build  no 
more  fence  than  he  who  had  twenty  acres  of  upland  or  paus- 
tor,'' or  who  had  a  large  proportion  of  waste  lands  barely 
worth  fencing.  But  the  argument  was  not  all  on  one  side.  It 
would  cost  as  much  to  fence  the  poor  as  the  good  land.  An 
acre  of  the  second  or  third  quality  increased  the  siz(  of  tlie 
field  to  be  inclosed  as  much  as  an  acre  of  the  lirst  quality.  If 
a  mams  lands  had  been  damaged  by  floods  it  might  be  claim- 
ed that  it  was  A/y  misfortune  and  not  his  neighbors' ;  unlc-s, 
indeed,  the  nei^clibors  chose  to  share  it  with  him.  There  was 
then  some  show  of  right  in  a  per  acre  distribution  of  the  hMice. 
But  those  who  claimed  this  at  last  yielded  the  point.  Our 
fathers  were  friends  of  peace,  and  bore  each  other's  burdous. 
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In  order  for  to  attain  a  peicaLle  proceding"  tlie  proprietors 
again  aoToed  ''to  model  land,"  '' proportioning  y'' lenc  to 
each  propriator  according  to  Lis  benifit,"  "  abating  for  paustor 
lands,  waste  lands  and  lands  spoyled  with  the  Hood."  In  fact, 
the  vote  tliat  was  passed  on  the  12th  of  Dec,  1704-,  was,  with 
some  slight  alterations  of  orthography,  ike,  again  adopted. 
Tliis  was  on  the  ITth  day  of  Dec.  1700.  A  new  committee — 
Thomas  Judd,  Jr.,  Jolm  Hopkins,  Sen.,  and  Dea.  Judd — was 
appointed  "  to  model  y*^  land  in  sd  feild  ifc  denid  y«  fenc," 
while  "  Stephen  uLson  sen,  Jolm  welton  seri''  and  abrahani  an- 
druss"  were  chosen  "a  com~ty  to  model  y^  lands  ''  of  the  tirst 
named  committee. 

But  this  west  fence  was  long  in  getting  itself  built.  The 
truth  is,  it  was  a  great  work  fur  tlie  people,  considered  as  an 
addition  to  their  other  necessary  labor,  in  their  then  weakened 
condition.  But  our  fathers  were  men  of  pluck.  Yutes 
were  taken  and  committees  appointed,  the  land  measur- 
ed and  "modeled,"  and  the  work  apportioned  "according 
to  interest  and  benefit ;"  and  at  last  a  sort  of  board  of  relief 
was  selected  "  to  Begulate  mi^tackes  if  any  be  and  if  any  are 
over  charged  to  haue  it  taken  oif  and  tliey  y^  want  to  liaue 
it  [;]  but  if  any  liaue  not  enough  fenc  and  it  be  not  in  y^  loyn 
[line]  staked  out  to  take  it  by  sucsesion  at  y^  nortlicnd,  y^  south 
ward  to  be  first  so  sucsesiuely  [Api-il  12,  170S.]"  The  fence 
upon  the  west  side,  like  that  upon  the  east,  was  designed  to 
inclose  all  the  lands  most  valuable  for  culture  which  could 
be  conveniently  done.  It  ran  along  upon  the  high  ground, 
in  many  places  at  a  distance  from  the  river,  and  the  remains 
of  it  are  still  met  with  at  certain  points,  in  the  form  of  a 
broken  wall  of  stone. 

The  whole  quantity  of  divided  lands  included  in  the  com- 
mon field,  soon  after  the  west  side  fence  was  Iniilt,  when  the 
entire  common  fence  was  apportioned,  seems  to  have  been  six 
hundred  and  eighty-one  acres.  How  much  land  there  was  un- 
divided, or  which  bad  not  yet  been  taken  up,  may  be  gathered 
from  the  circumstance  that  one  mile  of  fence  at  the  upper  end, 
on  the  west  side,  was  left,  by  the  act  of  March,  1704-5,  "  to  be 
done  in  a  general  way,"  and  to  be  afterwards  distributed  to 
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those  wlio  should  come  into  possession  of  the  inclosed  undivi- 
ded lands.  One  mile  of  fence  may  therefore  be  considered  as 
the  just  proportion  of  the  prospective  owners — as  tlie  propor- 
tion which  the  undivided  bore  to  the  divided  lands.  As  there 
were  twelve  miles  of  fence  in  the  whole,  six  miles  on  each 
side  the  river,  and  as  eleven  miles  represented  six  hundred  and 
eighty-one  acres,  one  mile  should  represent  sixty-two  acres. 
These  sums  added  together,  give  seven  hundred  and  forty-three 
acres  as  the  entire  contents  of  the  common  held,  at  the  time 
indicated. 

To  show  who  were  the  owners  of  the  divided  lands  in  the 
common  field,  how  they  were  distributed  and  how  the  fence 
was  apportioned,  at  the  period  of  which  I  am  speaking,  I  give 
an  extract : 

An  aceountt  of  the  number  of  the  acurs  of  land  ech  man  has  to  fens  for  in  tlie 
generall  feild  as  it  was  mesured  by  us:  in  march  1709 

Thomas  Judd 
Steun  ubson 
John  scoull 


Abraham  Andru?3 

27 

Jeremiah  Peck 

30 

Wid.  Andruss 

U 

Doet.  Porter 

26 

Benjamin  Barnes 

21 

Richard  Porter 

10 

Serg.  Bronson 

17 

Thomas  Porter 

6 

Isaac  Bronson 

Obadiah  Richards 

10 

John  Broni^on 

9 

John  Richards 

18 

Wid.  Bronson 

S 

Thomas  Richason 

13 

Mr.  Bull 

4 

John  Richason 

7 

John  Carrington 

5 

John  Scovill 

21 

Joseph  Gavlord 

4 

Edmund  Scoit 

19 

Benjamin  Hickox 

George  Scott 

16 

William  Hickox 

21 

Jonathan  Scott 

7 

Thomas  Hickox 

19 

David  Scott 

11 

Ebenezor  Hiekox 

i 

Mr.  Southmayd 

21 

John  Hopkins 

22 

Lt.  Timothy  Stanley 

38 

Wid.  Jones 

11 

Samuei  Stanley 

29 

John  Judd 

2.5 

School  Land 

f- 

Philip  Judd 

15 

Stephen  Upson 

24 

Thomas  Judd  Jr. 

23 

Thomas  Warner 

6 

Dea.  Judd 

47 

Daniel  AVarner 

2 

Benjamin  Judd 

John  Warner 

1 

Mill  Land 

19 

.John  Wflton 

18 

Thomas  Newell 

1 

Stephen  Welton 

11 

Parsonage 

18 

Thomas  Welton 

1 
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The  common  fence  was  variously  constnicted  according  to 
tlie  nature  of  the  ground  and  the  convenience  of  materials. 
It  was  made  of  rails  laid  in  the  form  of  the  "  worm  fence,"  or 
of  logs  and  poles,  with  the  help  of  stakes.  If  stones  were  more 
abundant  than  anything  else,  these  were  laid  into  a  wall.  I 
find  the  hedge  fence  spoken  of,  its  strength  being  increased 
by  stakes.  In  some  instances,  a  ditch  was  dug,  and  its  effect 
augmented  by  rails  or  a  hedge  upon  the  embankment. 

The  followin(y  order  relates  to  the  suthciencv of  the 
common  fence. 

March:  20:  1691:  an  ordor  What  shall  be  counted  sofioien  fone  for  our  meadows 
Rayl  fenc  to  be:  4:  foots  high  not  exsccding:  6:  inches  between  Rayls:  too 
foots  from  ground  upward — heg  fenc:  four  foots  and  a  half  high:  5  stakes  to 
each  Rod  and  well  Rought — ston  fenc,  three  foots  and  niu  inches  in  height — 
log  or  pool  fenc  four  foots  in  height  and  well  Roughr — dich,  too  foots  wid  and 
Rayls  or  heg  four  foots  in  height  from  y«  bottom  of  y^  ditch  to  y^  top  of  y^  fenc 
and  well  Rought — 

And  if  there  be  any  aduantag  by  resin  of  the  land  or  plac  where  y«  fenc  is  it 
is  to  be  left  to  y*  judgement  of  y®  fencuewers  what  shall  be  soficant — 

By  order  of  y*  tounsmen  abraham  andrus  John  hopkins — aprill:  y^:  6:  1692: 
this  order  to  stand  for  y*  fenc  uewers  to  go  by  till  y^  town  see  caus  to  alter  it 

Thomas  Jcdd 

In  the  spring  season,  when  vegetation  began  to  start,  it  be- 
came the  duty  of  each  pro]_  rietor  to  put  in  good  repair  his 
portion  of  the  common  fence.  The  proprietors  each  year,  in 
meeting,  fixed  upon  the  day  beyond  which  the  work  should 
not  be  neglected.  The  day  chosen  was  usually  betvreen  the 
tenth  and  fifteenth  of  March. 

Immediately  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  these  re- 
pairs, the  fence  viewers,  who  were  annually  appointed  by  the 
town,  were  required  to  make  a  careful  examination  of  the 
fence,  to  decide  whether  it  was  conformable  to  law,  and  an  ade- 
quate protection  for  the  lands  inclosed.  If  they  found  it  in- 
sufficient in  any  place,  they  gave  notice  to  him  to  v.diom  it 
belonged,  requiring  him  to  make  it  good  in  five  days,  accord- 
ing to  the  statute.  In  case  this  notice  was  neglected,  it  became 
the  duty  of  the  fence  viewers  to  make  the  necessary  repairs, 
and  to  charge  the  delinquent  double  the  cost  of  the  work,  to 
be  collected  by  warrant.    If  they  were  not  able  to  make  the 
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repairs,  or  "  hire  sufficient  lielp  to  do  the  same,  so  tliat  tlie 
common  field  maj  be  timely  secured,"  they  were  authorized 
by  law 

To  make  complaint  to  the  next  Assistant,  or  Justice  of  the  Peace ;  and  it  shall 
be  in  the  power  of  such  Assistant  or  Justice  of  the  peace,  to  issue  out  his  warrant 
to  the  Consta.jle  of  said  Town,  in  wliich  such  common  iield  is  situate,  or  to  the 
fence  viewers,  to  impress  men  and  teams  sufhcient  to  repair  such  defective  fence, 
who  shall  be  paid  by  such  fence  viewers  for  their  labor,  as  they  can  agree,  or  as 
shall  be  determined  by  such  Assistant  or  Justice  of  the  Peace.  [Acts  and  Laws, 
printed  1715.] 

Early  in  the  spring,  annnally,  there  was  a  vote  passed  by  the 
proprietors  to  burn  about  the  common  fence.''  I  give  an 
example: 

March  6th  1709-10  The  propriators  agreed  by  uoat  that  the  beating  the 
Drum  through  the  town  ouer  night  shall  be  warning  that  the  fence  on  the  west 
side  is  to  be  burnt  about  the  next  day  and  on  the  east  side  the  day  following. 

In  obedience  to  this  summons,  all  the  owners  of  the  common 
fence  sallied  forth,  each,  I  suppose,  to  look  after  his  own. 
W.herever  the  fence  was  made  of  combustible  material,  they 
set  fire  to  the  dry  leaves,  grass  and  other  rubbish  in  its  imme- 
diate neighborhod,  preventing,  by  great  watchfulness,  its 
spreading  to  the  woods,  or  destroying  the  fence.  This  being 
done,  the  woods  and  fields  were  burnt  over  without  concern 
for  tlie  purpose  of  improving  the  pasturage.  In  tbis  way,  too, 
tlie  damage  which  might  have  resulted  from  accidental  fires, 
not  infrequent,  was  prevented. 

Sometimes  the  firins:  of  the  woods  was  forbidden  for  a 
season,  in  order  that  the  young  trees  might  attain  some  growth. 
For  instance,  December  18th,  1713,  ''it  was  voted  that  the 
east  woods  should  not  be  fired  for  seven  years,"  and  "if  any 
person  shall  fire  the  above  woods,  he  shall  pay  20s." 

Early  in  the  history  of  the  town,  there  were  two  gates  on 
the  east  side  the  river,  frequently  referred  to,  opening  a  pas- 
sage through  the  fence  from  the  village  to  the  common  field. 
One  of  these  was  in  Bank  street,  near  Grand,  and  was  calhMl 
tlie  south  gate.  It  was  not  removed  till  recently — some 
twenty  vears  ago.    The  other  was  near  the  west  corners  of 
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"Willow  and  West  Main  streets,  and  was  known  by  tlie  name  of 
the  west  or  common  gate.  Tiiis,  it  seems,  was  removed,  at 
the  date  mentioned  below,  to  a  point  farther  west,  some  ten  or 
twelve  rods  probably,  and  the  common  fence  extended  on 
cither  side  down  to  it.  The  record,  it  will  be  noticed,  does  not 
convey  a  very  clear  idea. 

Genuary  25.  1T0-|  y«  town  ordered  y'  y^  west  p;ate  and  fenc  belonging  to  y*  town 
should  be  remoued  belo  deac  judds  barn  to  be  directed  by  y^  town?  men  in  seting 
of  it  down  and  John  scouell  to  set  y'  part  of  his  common  [fence]  y'  fcants  y' 
highway  clos  in  y'  highway  where  y^  gate  is  to  be  set  deac  jadd  and  johu  scoviill 
bailing  consented  to  haue  theyr  fenc  next  s*^  highway  from  y«  comi.aon  ft- nc  doun 
to  s"^  gate  to  be  accounted  common  fenc  and  preceded  in  y'  respect  by  y"^  fencucw- 
ers  as  such. 

On  the  west  side  of  the  river  tliere  were  no  gates,  but  fonr 
sets  of  bars.  The  ''west  bars"'  were  on  the  "Woodbury  road 
west  of  the  present  covei'ed  bridge.  The  south  bars  "  were 
on  the  way  to  Town  Plot  by  the  present  li.  R.  depot,  crossing  the 
river  near  the  new  bridge.  The  ''Long  Meadow  bars''  were 
on  the  road  to  Judd's  Meadow,  bel'..)w  the  "riding  phice"  at 
the  lower  end  of  Mad  Meadow.  ''Isaac's  Meadow  bars  were 
on  the  road  which  ran  up  Manhan  Meadow,  crossing  the  river 
near  the  present  fording  place,  and  so  on  west  through 
Steel's  Meadow  and  over  StiePs  Brook  towards  Elon  Clark's. 

For  many  years  after  the  settlement  of  the  town,  there  were 
no  private  fences  except  tlic'se  which  inclosed  the  home  lots. 
Individuals  relied  on  the  common  fence  to  protect  their  crops. 
Lands  hnna-  without  this  fence  were  for  a  time  nndivided. 
They  were  used  by  all  for  wood,  timber,  stone,  pasturage,  &c., 
and  were  called  the  commons."'  The  cattle,  in  the  |»asturing 
season,  were  kept  in  herds  which  were  watched  by  a  herdsman. 
I  find  an    order"  of  the  committee  relating  to  tiiis  subject : 

Wharas  we  received  a  paper  signed  by  sarg*  Thomas  Judd  I.-aac  bronson 
and  benjamin  Jndd  in  refaranc  to  herding  of  cattell  we  doe  order  and  apoint  for 
the  futur  that  the  inhabitants  att  a  towne  meeting  the  maigor  of  the  inhabitants 
so  meete  shall  haue  full  pouer  to  resolue  and  determin  the  Avay  and  method  for 
herding  and  to  statt  what  shall  be  charged  for  keeping  of  cows  and  what  shall  be 
leuied  one  dry  cattle 

april  5  1682. 

The  sheep  of  the  town  were  put  under  the  care  of  a  shep- 
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lierJ,  and  thus  kept  from  miscliief.  I  discover,  liowevci,  no 
action  on  tliis  subject  earlier  than  ITOS. 

Att  slieop  meeting  in  Avaterbuey  march— •20=l'7i  8  deac  Judd  John  soouell  and 
John  Riehason  was  chosen  sheep  masters  for  this  yir  to  order  y''  prudensia's  of 
y^  sheep  and  to  hire  a  sheepord  and  see  him  pay^  as  \  -  law  directs  by  y^  owners  ui' 
y«  sheep 

The  meadows  and  tlie  lands  near  the  river  were  convenient, 
required  little  clearing  or  expensive  preparation,  and  were 
easily  worked.  On  these  and  their  home  lots,  the  people  re- 
lied f<)r  their  cro})S.  In  consequence  of  the  vahie  of  the  lands 
whicli  it  embraced,  the  common  field  was  an  important  in- 
terest. The  proprietors  gave  much  uf  their  time  to  its  concerns. 
Thev  framed  such  regulations  as  were  for  the  good  of  alL  A 
major  vote  governed  ;  not  a  major  vote  of  the  pr<»prietors, 
but  of  pounds  of  propriety.  The  Colonial  Assembly  granted 
general  powers,  and  prescribed  the  mode  of  exercising  them. 

After  the  fence  had  been  done  up  in  the  spring,  and  tlnj 
fence  viewers  had  attended  to  their  duty,  seeing  that  every 
tiling  was  fast,  tlie  haywards  were  sent  out  to  impound  such 
cattle,  horses,  sheep  and  swine  as  were  found  within  the  com- 
mon field.  The  owners  of  the  im})risoned  beasts  were  obliged 
to  pay  the  poundage ;  but  if  it  appeared  that  the  fence  was 
more  at  fault  than  the  beasts,  those  who  had  thus  paid  their 
money  could  obliij:e  the  delinquent  fence  owners  to  bear  tlie 
loss.  ^ 

Here  are  regulations  conceniing  the  common  gates  or  bars, 
the  '^baighting"  of  cattle,  d:c.  : 

Deo.  12th,  1704,  "the  propriators  by  uoate  agreed  he  y*  lefs  [leaves]  opin 
y*  com~on  gates  or  bers  [bars]  in  y«  com~on  feild  sliould  pay  al  }^  daniag  y' 
is  duu  thereby  and  y'  no  man  shal  stak  horses*  in  y«  moing  hiud  in  said  feild  or 
baight  cattell  after  y«  tir.-^L  of  aprill  till  combing  tiraef  exc-pt  they  are  at  work  by 
y"'  [them]  and  the  fcnc  of  feild  to  be  keept  up  al  y«  yeir  and  hogs  p-nnul 
fesiant  al  y^  yeir 


*  A  horse  was  staked  by  making  hira  fast  to  a  stake  driven  into  the  ground,  by  means  of  •^  rope 
or  cord  several  yards  in  length.  He  could  thus  be  safely  left  to  feed  around  for  the  dist^inre 
which  ihe  rope  would  permit  him  to  go.  When  the  grass  was  cropped  short  in  one  piace,  the 
St  ike  was  removed  to  another. 

+  Commoning  time  was  the  time  fixed  upon  in  the  fall,  after  the  crops  had  been  retc'".^.!, 
when  all  the  owners  in  the  common  field  turned  in  their  cattle  and  horses  for  pasture. 
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Jan  T'*'  1706-7.  The  propriators  agree  when  s'^  feild  shall  be  opened  to  turn 
in  cattell  it  shall  be  but  one  moneth  and  then  cattle  kept  out  and  pounded  as  in 
ye  sum~er  and  y'  men  shall  turn  into  s"^  feild  according  to  their  intrist  in  it  and 
no  man  to  baight  or  stake  in  s'^  field  at  no  time  but  on  his  own  land  and  takeing 
care  of  them  and  all  y  brake  this  order  to  haue  their  cattle  pounded  or  dek  with 
as  trespasors. 

Four  years  afterward,  (or  Mai'cli  5tli,  1710-11,  it  was  grd 
[agreed]  on  by  note''  that  montt/i,  (a  coniMioii  orthography  of 
the  day,)  in  the  above  record,  is  intended  for  niuntli  and 
with  tliat  aniendation  the  act  so  stand  yearly  til  the  propriaters 
se  cas  [cause]  t<)  alter  it." 

Yerily,  our  fathers  were  getting  critical  I  Tlie  former  clerk 
had  left  town,  and  a  wiser  one  had  succeeded  to  his  place. 
The  orthography  of  Thomas  Judd,  the  schoolmaster,  is  cor- 
rected by  his  cousin,  Thomas  Judd,  tiie  smith  ! 

propriators  [Doc  12th,  17t'il]  granted  liberty  to  any  y*  see  cans  to  inclos  in 
prticulor  [to  inclose  his  own  land]  for  wheat  or  other  corn 

This  right  was  secured  by  statute.  Any  man  might  fence  in 
his  own  hind  and  thus  improve  it  exclusively ;  bnt  he  nmst  in- 
close it  at  his  own  expense.  If  a  man  adjoining  him  chose  to 
do  the  same  thing,  the  division  fence  must  be  built  by  both  in 
just  proportion. 

Desemb.  the  S  17ij7  it  was  uoated  that  nlther  hors  nor  catte!  shold  be  baited  or 
staked  within  the  feeld  from  the  fifteenth  of  april  until  the  medows  are  clear 
furder  it  was  uoted  that  each  propriatur  shold  put  in  cretures  according  to  ther 
propotion  of  fence. 

In  the  fall  season  after  tlie  grass  liad  been  cut  and  the  crops 
removed  from  the  common  liei<l,  it  was  the  custom  to  turn  in 
the  "  cattle,  horses  and  sheep for  pasture.  It  was  tho 
practice  to  name  the  day  on  which  the  fields  should  be 
"  cleared,*'  and  when  the  people  might  turn  in  their  cattle, 
iSzc,  Tliis  was  late  in  September  or  early  in  October.  "  Com- 
moning  time  "  was  looked  forward  to  vrith  great  interest. 
At  the  appointed  time,  early  in  the  morning,  or  immedi- 
ately after  sundown,  tlie  whole  town  was  astir.  All  the  four 
footed  beasts  that  lived  by  grazing  were  brought  out,  driven 
in  long  procession  to  the  meadow  gates,  and     turned  in  "  to 
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crop  tlie  fresli  herbage.  There  they  remained  hixuriatiiig  ami 
gathering  fatness  till  the  late  autumnal  frosts.  The  writer's 
recollections,  extending  back  forty  years,  famishes  him  with 
some  refreshino^  scenes  connected  with  the  openinir  of  the 
common  Held.  Boys  who  nsed  to  driye  the  cows  a  mile  to 
pasture,  hailed  the  time  with  lively  feelings. 

There  was  a  law  of  tlie  Colony,  at  an  early  date,  requiring 
eyery  town  and  plantation  "  to  make  and  maintain  a  sufficient 
p)Ound  or  pounds  for  the  impounding  and  restraininij  of  all 
such  swine,  horses,  cattle  and  other  creatures,  as  shall  be  fuund 
damage  feasant,  and  swine  found  unringed  or  unyoked.''  Ihit 
the  first  record  of  the  ''setting  up  of  a  pound  in  Waterbury 
is  the  following: 

Geniiary:  25'^:  1702-3  v*  town  uotod  y'  there  should  be  a  pound  set  up  in  y* 
South  higliway  sum  where  ucare  y^  south  gate  y*  spot  where  to  be  set  out  by  y® 
townsmen 

The  next  year  a  pound  was  ordered  near  the  west  or  common 
gate,  and  Deacon  Thomas  Judd,  who  lived  hard  by,  was  ap- 
pohited  pound  keeper. 

Decembr  y®  12=1704  y*  proprlators  gaue  juds  meadow  men  leaue  to  setup  a 
pound  for  ym  selues  on  their  own  charg  for  impounding  their  own  cattel  and  such 
as  are  left  out  in  y«  field  when  men  are  at  worck  with  them  there 

In  1735,  the  inhabitants  of  Xorthbury  (now  Plymoutli) 
were  authorized  by  the  town  to  erect  a  pound  at  their  own  ex- 
pense; and  in  Dec.  1749,  Xorthbury  and  Westbury  (AVater- 
town)  had  each  "  liberty  t(:>  build  a  pound  at  town  charge.''  In 
February,  1753,  Andrew  Bronson,  who  lived  on  the  soutliwest 
corner  of  West  Main  and  AVillow  streets,  obtained  the  consent 
of  the  town  to  remove  the  pound  near  his  house,  "  fartlier 
westward  in  the  lane,"  he  being  at  the  expense. 

There  must  have  been  pounds,  or  yards,  for  the  confinement 
of  cattle,  c\:c.,  before  the  early  dates  above  mentioned,  as  ihe 
law  required.  Hay  wards  were  appointed  by  the  town  in  1081. 
The  pounds  ordered  to  be  set  up  in  1702-3  and  170i,  were 
probably  designed  to  take  the  place  of  one  or  more  of  more 
ancient  date,  which  had  gone  to  decay. 
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CHAPTER  YL 

INDIAN  PURCHASES  :    IXCORPORATION  OF  THE  TOWN  :  SEQUESTER 

LANDS. 

Ox  the  29tli  day  of  April,  1684:,  certain  Farmington  Indians, 
(nine  in  number,  including  two  S(|uaws,)  "in  consideration  of 
nine  pounds  already  received,  or  good  security  for  that  pur- 
pose." granted  to  Serg.  Tliomas  Judd  and  John  Stanley,  in  the 
name  and  behalf  of  the  proprietors  of  the  township  of  Matta- 
tuck,  an  addition  to  the  land  which  they  formerly  sold  to 
Major  Talcott,  ]\[r.  AYadsworth,  Arc,  and  lying  north  of  it.  It 
extended  north  from  tlie  rock  called  Mount  Taylor  and  an  ca?t 
and  west  line,  to  a  tree  marked  l»y  Captain  Stanley  and  John 
iSTorton,  Senr.,  being  eight  miles.  The  grant  butted  east  on 
Farmington  bounds,  south  on  the  f  n-mer  grant,  (up'.ni  that 
which  was  formerly  the  Spinning  Squaw's  land,)  west  by  a 
north  and  south  line,  which  if  extended  south  would  run  "four 
score  rods  from  the  easternmost  part  of  Quasepaug  Pond,"  north 
on  the  wilderness,  an  east  and  west  line. 

This  deed  purports  to  liave  been  given  by  "  Patuckrjuo  in 
the  name  and  behalf  and  by  order  of  Atumtockquo,  Wa- 
wowas,  Taphow,  Judas,  Mantow,  Momantow's  squaw,  Mercy, 
Sequses  (squaw.)  and  Quatowquechuck  (Taphow's  son.)" 

In  the  same  year,  on  the  second  day  of  December,  John 
Acompound,  TIackatowsock  and  his  squaw,  MantoAV,  Warun- 
compound,  Atumtocko,  Spinning  Squaw,  Patuckco  ('squaw, ) 
Sebockett,  the  same  persons,  for  the  mo-t  part,  who  are  the 
grantors  named  in  the  deed  of  1GT-1-,  for  nine  pounds  in  haiul 
received  or  security  sufficiently  given,"  conveyed  to  the  same 
party  "one  parcel  of  land  at  ^[attatuck  situated  on  each  side 
of  Mattatuck  Piver,  to  extend  from  the  said  river  three  miles 
towards  Woodbury,"  butting  north  on  the  rock  called  Mount 
Taylor,  and  a  line  running  east  and  west  from  that  point,  east 


HISTORY  OF  ^VATEKBUKY.  Cjl] 

on  FarmlDgtoii  Lounds,  the  line  running  from  tiie  mck  cuII-mI 
the  "  Ordinary  south  to  Beacon  Hill  Brook,  or  ^Milford,  nr 
I^ew  Haven  bounds,  south  on  Beacon  Hill  Brook  and  Bau- 
gasset,  west  on  Pootatuck  and  Poniperaug. 

The  tract  of  land  here  conveyed,  it  will  be  noticed,  is  tlio 
same,  with  a  little  more  definite  limits,  as  that  granted  in  the 
deed  of  ICTtt.  It  was  common  in  those  times  for  tlie  native 
proprietors  to  make  claims  to  the  lands  which  they  had  "uce 
sold,  on  the  ground  that  they  liad  been  inadequately  paid..  <.)r 
that  they  did  not  understand  the  import  of  their  acts. 

Feb.  2Sth,  16Si,  (1GS5,  new  style.)  Conquapatana  (saganiore.) 
x\wawas,  Curan,  Cocapadons,  Tataracum,  Keca.-ahuni,  Vren- 
untacum,  Cocoeson,  "\7echamunck  and  Werumcaske  (C.:'CMe- 
sen's  sister,)  Arumpiske  (Curan's  squaw,)  I^otamunck  (Cur- 
an's  sister,)  twelve  in  number,  of  the  Faugasset  or  Mllfurd  n-ibe 
of  Indians,  as  I  suppose,  deeded  to  Thomas  Judd  and  J^hu 
Stanley,  "per  order  and  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  tiie  p]-<;»- 
prietors  of  Matratuck,"  for  divei'S  causes  and  c<tnsiderati<'!is 
thereunto  moving  and  for  the  simi  of  six  pound  in  handi/' 
twenty  parcels  of  hind,  "  nine  parcels  on  the  east  side  of  2n  ;niga- 
tuck  Iliver  southward  from  Mattatuck  town,  wliich  co]n|-ri.-es 
all  the  land  below,  betwixt  Beacon  Hill  Brook  and  the  hiiii'v-r 
end  of  Judd's  meadows,  called  by  the  name  of  Sqontk,  and 
from  Xaugatuck  Biver  eastward  to  AVallingford  ami  New 
Haven  bounds,  with  all  the  low  lands  upon  the  bronk  fornicii- 
tioned;  and  eleven  parcels  on  the  west  side  of  tlie  lirst  parcel," 
having  certain  relations  not  easy  to  understand,  to  Cellar 
Swamp,  the  middle  of  Toamtick  Fond,  Quasepaug  Fond,  nr.d 
Woodbury  bounds ;  at  the  north  part,  butting  east  on  *•  Xau- 
gatuck or  Mattatuck  Fiver,"  and  at  the  south  part,  ea-r  on  tlie 
lands  first  mentioned.  These  twenty  parcels  of  laud  scorn  \o 
have  been  contiguous  tracts,  each  having  a  distinct  Indiiui 
name  given  in  the  deed,  and  lying  in  the  soutliern  aiul  sivuh- 
western  parts  of  the  township.  They  are  includiMl,  it  wiil  be 
obseryed,  in  the  tir-t  and  third  purchases  from  the  Fiirmin-jf- 
ton  Indians  ;  but  were  also  claimed,  it  appears,  by  the  IX  rby 
Indians.  AVitht>ut  iniiuiring  very  particularly  info  tiio  ju-rn/o 
of  the  claim,  it  w^as  thought  expe<lient  to  extingui.-h  it  by  pur- 
chase. 
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On  the  2Sili  day  of  June,  ITll,  Cockapatane,  Sagamore  of 
"Saiifrosset  "  and  Tom  Indian,  liis  son,  for  twenty  five  sliillina'S 
deeded  to  the  proprietors  of  Waterbury  ''a  small  piece  of 
land  "  north  of  Derby  bounds,  \yest  of  Xaugatuck  Eiver  and 
south  of  Toantick  Brook. 

Thus  the  limits  of  ancient  AYaterbury,  as  descriljed  bv  the 
several  deeds  from  the  Indians,  extended  from  north  to  south 
eighteen  miles,  and  from  east  to  west,  nine  miles  to\vards  the 
northern  line  and  six  miles  towards  the  south. 

The  territory  in  question  was  all  honestly  purchased,  most 
of  it  twice,  and  some  of  it  three  times.  And  it  was  bought 
not  with  baubles,  but  with  hard  cash.  Iloweyer  it  may  haye 
been  in  other  cases,  our  ancestors  did  not  get  possession  of 
their  lands  by  robbery,  or  finesse.  They  were  neither  "  tilli- 
busters  "  nor  cheats.  "What  they  had  of  this  world's  goods, 
which  was  but  little,  they  paid  for.  Doubtless,  those  who 
conveyed  their  lands  did  not  obtain  possession  by  a  method 
equally  just.  But  it  has  been  claimed  that  the  Indian  own- 
ers or  occupants  of  the  soil  did  not  know  the  significance 
of  a  deed  by  which  they  parted  with  their  titles,  and  could 
not  comprehend  the  consequences  of  their  acts."^^'  But  they 
did  know  what  a  sale  meant.  They  did  know  in  our  case, 
(as  there  are  the  best  reaoons  to  believe.)  as  they  signed 
the  deeds  with  marks  uncouth,''  that  they  were  selling 
their  lands,  and  thus  giying  up  tlie  right  of  possession. 
And  as  for  consequences,  even  the  white  purchasers  had  but 
the  dimnest  notions.  "Were  they  to  wake  up  from  their  long 
eleep,  and  see  what  our  eyes  beliold  in  tlie  year  1S5T,  tlieir 
astonishment  would  be  unmeasured.  X<.>r  was  the  price  paid 
so  entirely  disproportionate  to  the  thing  bought.  Sixty-three 
pounds — the  amount  of  all  the  purchase  money — was  to  the 
first  planters  of  W^aterbury,  a  large  sum.  It  probably  repre- 
sented as  much  wealth  as  the  lands  would  have  sold  for  at  this 
day,  had  the  country  generally  remained  in  the  undisturbed 
possession  of  the  savages. 

Civilization,  industry,  skill  and  thrift  have  made  the  Xauga- 


•  Judge  Church's  Litchfield  Centeaaial  Address,  p.  26. 
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atuck  valiej  what  it  is.  The  wealth  which  exists  here  to  day 
has  been  created  by  their  agency.  The  soil  has  been  sulnjued 
and  improved,  its  incumbrances  removed  and  its  capacitii's 
developed.  Fences,  bridges,  roads,  railways,  mill-dams,  mills, 
factories,  store  houses  and  dwellings  have  been  built.  Quar- 
ries have  been  opened,  swamps  drained,  stones  removed  and 
trees  felled.  Farms  have  been  stocked  with  horses,  horned 
cattle,  sheep  and  swine.  Superior  grasses  have  been  introduc- 
ed a-fid  orchards  planted.  The  Indians  did  none  of  the^^e 
things — transferred  none.  They  conveyed  the  naked  soil, 
(much  of  it  literally  naked,)  without  any  improvements,  and 
totally  unlitted  in  its  then  natural  state  for  the  abode  oi  civil- 
ized men.  They  sold  that  of  which  they  had  a  superlluity, 
and  Avhicli  they  wei'e  incapable  of  putting  to  profitable  use. 
It  was  the  smallest  fraction  of  a  continent  running  to  A\  aste, 
awaiting  a  purchaser  and  the  application  of  capital.  The 
value  which  population  and  cultivation,  labor,  skilled  and  un- 
skilled, invention,  science,  capital  and  commerce  have  given, 
should  be  kept  distinct  from  natural  and  inherent  value.  The 
former  our  fathers  did  not  purchase,  and  did  not  obtain,  a'ld 
for  which  it  did  not  behoove  them  to  pay.  Tiie  latter  tliey 
bought,  and  like  honest  men,  paid  for  it.  They  thought  they 
gave  a  fair  equivalent — more  indeed,  perhaps,  than  they  would 
have  been  willins:  to  o'ive,  had  it  not  been  for  their  iLrnorance 
of  better  lands,  at  cheaper  rates,  farther  west,  and  in  other 
localities.  If  they  took  advantage  of  the  ignorance  of  tlie 
natives,  they  lost  more,  it  may  be  plausibly  said,  by  their  own 
lack  of  intbrmation.  At  any  rate,  for  many  long  years  they 
apparently  considered  their  bargain  a  hard  one  :  and  riio.~t 
likely,  had  it  not  been  for  their  improvements,  would  have 
abandoned  tlie  settlement.  Many  did  so,  glad  to  escape  ai  any 
necessary  sacritice. 

The  wild  Indian  is  not  the  precise  being  he  is  represented 
in  many  works  of  romance.  He  has  been  painted  as  possess- 
ed of  certain  manly  traits,  and  the  truth  of  the  likeness,  illus- 
trated by  certain  examples.  But  his  general  character  is  (piite 
the  reverse,  lie  is  given  to  lying,  cheating,  thieving.  He 
is  lazy,  thriftless,  faithless,  bloodthirsty.  He  lives  like  a  rob- 
ber and  a  vagabond.    His  cunning  and  his  courage  arc  like 
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those  that  belong  to  certain  beasts  of  prey.  The  only  restraints 
he  knows  are  those  imposed  by  indolence  and  fear.  Brought 
into  contact  with  a  civilized  people,  he  learns  all  their  vices,  bnt 
not  one  of  their  virtues.  He  becomes  a  drnnkard — an  outcast. 
Every  persistent  attempt  to  civilize  and  Christianize  him  has 
resulted  in  the  annihilation  of  the  race.  lie  is  essentially,  as 
is  now  generally  admitted,  untamable,  as  much  so  as  certain 
wild  animals.  Attempts  to  improve  him,  do  violence  to  his 
nature,  and  in  a  few  generations  sweep  him  out  of  existence. 
His  character  is  essentially  defective.  He  appears  to  hick  the 
moral  sentiments  necessary  to  a  higher  life.  These  the  appli- 
ances of  civilization  are  inaderpiate  to  supply.  I  admit  there 
IS  a  difference  in  difierent  tribes,  and  that  various  degrees  of 
partial  improvement,  among  certain  Indian  races,  have  some- 
times resulted  from  tlie  elibrts  of  philanthropists.  Xeverthe- 
less,  that  the  creneral  fact  is  as  stated,  is  undeniable. 

The  Indian  titles  to  the  lands  proposed  to  be  included  in  the 
township  being  secured,  the  inhabitants  of  Mattatuck  were 
prepared  for  a  town  patent,  or  act  of  incorporation.  They 
presented  a  petition  to  the  General  Court  at  the  May  session 
of  1685,  praying  for  '^a  Patent  lV)r  the  confirmation  of  their 
lands  unto  the  present  proprietors."'  They  chose  Serg.  Thomas 
Judd  and  Seror.  John  Stanlev  ''Patentees  to  take  out  a  Patten 
for  the  township.''  Other  names,  however — those  of  Pvobert 
Porter,  Edmund  Scott,  Isaac  Bronstjn  and  John  "Welton. — -are 
inserted  in  the  instrument  itself. 

Probably  the  applicati<:)n  was  made  at  this  particular  time 
on  account  of  the  critical  condition  of  the  Colony.  Jamt-s  H 
had  ascended  the  throne  of  England  and  nothing  goud  was 
expected  from  his  reign.  Tliere  was  some  delay,  however,  in 
obtaining  the  patent.  In  the  mean  time,  three  successive 
writs  of  quo  warranto-  were  served  tju  the  Governor  an«l  Com- 
pany of  the  Colony,  and  it  became  evident  that  the  Clurter 
was  doomed.  The  inhabitants  of  Connecticut  were  of  course 
greatly  alarmed.  The  people  of  the  ditferent  towns  and  settle- 
ments were  in  haste  to  get  their  land  titles  and  town  iranchises 
secured  by  a  patent  from  thek'cal  government,  in  anticipation 


*  A  warrant  reiiuinng  the  party  summoned  to  appear  court  aad  show  bj  what  authority 
the  pow-^rs  of  government  were  exercised. 
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of  its  dissolution.  Thus  they  hoped  to  save  themselves  fr*v,u 
tlie  extortionate  demands  of  royal  governors.  The  Geiu  ral 
Court  had  authorized  the  governor  and  secretary  of  tlie  Col- 
ony, in  May,  1GS5,  •*  to  give  patents  and  deeds  to  the  pro]^rio- 
tors  of  every  township  of  all  lands  and  rights,''  6zc.  All  tlie 
towns  then  existing  availed  themselves  of  the  privilege,  and 
the  new  plantation  seized  the  opportunity  to  gain  a  similar 
grant. 

Mattatuck  was  invested  wdth  town  privileges,  in  the  usual 
Avay,  May,  1GS6.    Here  is  the  form  : — 

This  Court  Grants  that  Mattatuck  shall  be  and  belong  to  the  county  of  ILiriford 
and  the  name  of  the  plant;)tion  shall  for  the  future  be  "VVaterbury.  [May  13, 

The  new  town  took  the  name  of  TTateruury  on  accounr  of 
its  numerous  rivers,  rivulets,  ponds,  swamps,  hoggy  mead- 
ows "  and  wet  lands.  Bury  is  another  way  of  spelling  borough 
or  burg,  and  signifies  a  dwtilling  place.  It  is  a  pity  the  beau- 
tiful old  Indian  name  of  Mattatuck  was  not  retained,  ihit 
our  Puritan  ancestors  regarded  these  native  words  as  lieaibcii- 
isli,  and  were  in  haste  to  discard  and  forget  them.  LattC'riV. 
they  have  been  in  some  cases  revived  and  applied  to  the  uev.- 
towns,  to  corporations  and  various  local  institutions  and  objects. 
Our  friends  down  the  river  showed  their  good  sense  when  t'ney 
called  their  new  tovrn  Xaugatuck,  (another  Ijcautiful  naiiie.) 
where  tlie  second  settlement  in  the  valley  was  made. 

Sir  Edmund  Andros,  of  charier  memory,  ari'ive<^i  in  Bo.-^^'n, 
Dec.  16S6.  TV^aterbury's  patent  was  issued  soon  after,  bearing 
date  Feb.  Sth,  lOSG-T. 

"Whereas  the  Generall  Court  of  Connecticut  haue  formerly  Granted  unto  tlie 
inhabitants  of  Waterbury  all  those  lands  within  tlie?e  abutments  viz  upon  X-'w 
H;t.ven  in  part  &  Milford  in  part  '&  Derby  in  pan  on  xlie  sourh  A:  upon  Woodbnry 
in  part  &,  upon  ihe  conions  in  part  on  the  v.-e.i:  it  upon  Couion  land  on  tbe 
Xorth:  &  east  in  part  upon  farmington  Bounds  c*^:  in  part  upon  tlie  comons  ^.r  IVoi.a 
the  South  to  the  north  line  extends  Thirteen  utiles  in  iei\2rh  k  from  farmin-n-a 
Bounds  to  Woodbury  aljout  nine  Miles  breadth  at  the  Xonh  vt  some  what  'c--  at 
the  South  end  ihe  sayd  lands  hauinjr  been  t)y  purchass  or  otherv/ise  lawfuHv  (,b- 
tayned  of  the  native  proprietors,  And  whereas  the  proprietors  Inhabitants  ot  ^^ 
terbury  in  the  colony  of  Connecticut  in  Ne^ven^land  haue  made  applicaiion  to 
Governor  &  company  of  t'le  sayd  colony  of  Connecticut  assembled  in  Comi  ihe 
fourteenth  of  may  one  Tliousand  Six  Hundred  &  Eighty  fine  that  they  may  !  ;e 
a  patent  for  the  confirmation  of  the  afoarsayd  lands  as  it  is  Butted  tt  B<jau':''d 
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afoaffayd  unto  the  present  proprietors  of  the  sayd  Township  of  Watevliury  which 
they  hiiue  for  sonic  years  past  enjoyed  without  Interruption  Now  for  Kore  full 
confirmation  of  the  premises  «jc  afoarsayd  Tract  of  hind  as  it  is  butted  and  Bound- 
ed afoarsayd  unto  the  present  proprietors  of  the  Township  of  AVaterlniry  Know 
yee  that  the  sayd  Gov  &  company  assembled  in  General!  Court  according  to  the 
commission  granted  to  them  by  our  hite  Soveraign  Lord  King  Charles  the  Second 
of  the  blessed  3Iemory  in  his  letters  patent  bearing  date  the  Three  &  Twcntyeth. 
day  of  April  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  Sayd  ila^'^*  Reigne  haue  given  and 
Granted  &  by  these  presents  doe  giue  grant  rattify  &  confirm  unto  Thomas  Judd 
John  Standly  Robert  Porter  Edmund  Scott  Isaac  Brunson  John  Wilton  &  the  rest 
of  the  proprietors  Inhabitants  of  the  Towne  of  Waterbury  &  their  heirs  &  assigns 
forever  &  to  each  of  them  in  such  proportion  as  they  haue  already  agreed  upon 
for  the  diuision  of  the  Same  all  that  a  foarsayd  Tract  of  land  as  it  is  butted  and 
Bounded  together  with  all  the  woods  uplands  arable  laude  meadows  pastures  ponds 
waters  Riuers  fishings  foulings  mines  Mineralls  Quarries  (fc  precious  Ston.es  upon 
and  within  the  sayd  Tract  of  lands  with  all  other  profits  and  comodif^ies  there- 
unto belonging  or  in  any  wise  appertaining  &  we  doe  also  Grant  unto  the  afore 
named  Thomas  Judd  John  Standly  Robert  Porter  Edmund  Scott  Isaac  Brunson 
John  Wilton,  &  the  rest  of  th.-  p'^sent  proprietors  Inhabitants  of  Watcrbury 
there  heirs  and  assigns  foreuer,  that  the  foresayd  Tracts  of  land  shall  be  foreuer 
hereafter  deemed  reputed  &  be  an  Intire  Township  of  it  Selfe  to  haue  k  to  hold 
the  sayd  Tract  of  lands  &  premises  with  all  &  Singidar  their  api'urtenances 
together  with  the  priviledges,  Immunities  k  franchises  herein  given  &;  granted 
to  the  sayd  Thomas  Judd  John  Stanly  Robert  Porter  Edmund  Scott  Isaac 
Brunson  John  Wilton  &  otiiers  the  present  proprietors  Inhabitants  of  Wa- 
terbury  their  heirs  assigns  &  to  the  only  proper  use  and  behoofe  of  the 
sayd  Thomas  Judd  John  Standly  Robert  Porter  Edmund  Scott  Isaac  Brunson 
John  Wilton  k  the  other  proprietors  IixLabitants  of  Waterbury  their  heirs 
&  assignes  forever  according  to  the  Tennore  of  his  Mu''e»  Manor  of  East 
Greenwich  in  the  County  Kent  in  the  Kingdom  of  England  in  fee  k  common 
soccage  &  not  in  capitee  nor  Knight  seruice  they  yeilding  &  paying  therefore  to 
our  Soverigne  Lord  the  King  his  heirs  &  successors  onely  the  fifth  part  of  all 
the  oare  of  Gold  &  Silver  which  from  time  to  time  k  at  all  times  hereafter  shall  be 
there  gotten  had  or  obtained  in  Lue  of  all  rents  services  dutys  &  demands  what- 
soever according  to  the  charter  in  witness  whereof  we  have  here  unto  affixed  the 
seal  of  the  Colony  this  eighth  of  febuary  in  the  Third  year  of  the  reiu'n  of 
Soueraigne  lord  James  the  Second  by  the  grace  of  God  of  England  Scotland  franco 
k  Ireland  King  defender  of  the  faythe  of  o''  Lord  1GS6: 
Pr  order  of  the  Generall  Court  of  Connecticut 

John  Allyn  SecretV 

At  tlie  May  session  of  the  General  Court,  in  1703,  tlie  Wa- 
terbniy  patent,  as  well  as  the  patents  of  the  other  towns  in  the 
Colony,  ^yas  conlirnied  in  the  following  act : 

Whereas  the  Court  did  authorize  May  14,  16S5,  the  Governor  k  Secretary  of 
the  Colony  to  give  Patents  or  deeds  to  the  proprietors  of  every  township  [&c]  of 
all  lands  k  rights  [&c]  k  did  ratify  all  sequestrations,  and  donations,  [kc]  it  is 
hereby  enacted  that  the  several  above  mentioned  lands  with  all  the  rights  [kc] 
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contained  in  the  above  mentioned  Pattcnts  shall  be  L  remain  fall  k  clear  e.-tato  to 
the  Proprietors  of  t!)e  respective  towns  mentioned  [^c]  &  the  lands  sequestered  k 
given  to  public  and  pious  uses  shall  remain  forever  for  the  same,  [*!v'c.] 

At  the  October  session  of  1720,  the  projjrietors  of  irutor- 
biirj  petitioned  that  a  new  deed  of  release  and  rpiit  chiini  of 
and  in  the  hands  within  the  town  may  be  granted  and  be  signed 
and  sealed  by  the  Honorable  the  Governor  and  the  Secre- 
tary/' The  petition  was  granted  and  a  patent  furnished  in  a 
more  approved  and  ample  form. 

One  reason  for  this  new  deed  appears  to  have  been  the  neg- 
lect to  enter  the  names  of  all  the  proprietors,  the  grantees,  in 
tlie  former  deed.  Other  reasons  were  probably  found  in  the 
irregular  practices  and  informal  proceedings  of  tiie  pro- 
prietors in  disposing  of  their  lands,  hereafter  to  be  noticed. 
The  original  patent,  in  the  hand  writing  of  Mr.  Southmayd, 
(except  the  date  and  signatures.)  is  in  the  writer's  posse-si<.'n  : 

To  all  peoi>le  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  tliO  Governor  and  Cumpa:;y  of 
the  Enp;lish  Colony  of  Cunnectieut,  in  Xew  England  in  America,  send,  Gr-  f-'tiriL',  A:<.-. 

 Know  Ye,  that  whereas  all  tlie  lands  contained  within  these  abutriicn*.-,  Vi/.. 

beginning  at  a  certain  chestnut  tree  marked  and  stones  about  it,  v.hieii  i-^  'kVj.rcr- 
bury's  south  v/est  corner  and  Woodbury's  south  east  corner,  thence  ruuniu;;:  norUj- 
ward  thirteen  miles  to  a  small  white  oak  tree  marked  vv  ith  divers  letters,  and  a  iK-apoi 
stones  about  it,  which  tree  is  Waterbury's  nortli  west  corner  and  Woodhtivv't? 
north  east  corner,  thence  running  east  eight  miles  till  it  strikes  Farmington  bounds, 
thence  running  south  to  the  south  west  corner  of  Farmington  bounds,  thtncc  east 
till  it  comes  upon  Wallingford  bomids,  and  from  thence  a  straight  line  to  a  certain 
chestnut  tree,  known  by  the  name  of  the  three  sisters,  which  tree  is  YVaterbury's 
south  east  corner,  k,  Wallingford's  south  west  corner,  Mew  Haven's  north  wess 
corner,  and  Milford's  north  east  corner,  thence  v,-esterly  a  mile  and  six  score  rods 
to  Milford's  north  west  corner,  thence  south  to  Beacon  Brook,  thence  \ve-tw;a<^- as 
the  brook  runs,  to  a  great  rock  marked  on  the  \ve.-t  side  of  Xaugatuck  Ri^er, 
thence  a  straight  line  to  the  twelve  mile  stake,  thence  west  to  forementioned  tree 
which  is  Watcrbury's  south  west  corner  and  Woodbury's  south  east  corner,  and 
is  about  five  miles  and  a  half  in  breadth  at  the  south  end  of  the  bounds,  buttiisg 
west  on  Woodbury,  north  in  part  on  Litrhf  eid  and  in  part  on  country  land,  to 
the  east  in  part  upon  Farmington  and  in  part  upon  Wallingford,  to  tlic  s<-nth  ;a 
part  upon  Milford  and  in  part  upon  Derby. — Were  purchased  and  lawfully  obtain- 
ed of  the  Indian  native  proprietors,  and  have  been  possessed  and  iuipioved,  lor 
the  space  of  more  than  forty  years,  by  the  persons  v.liose  names  are  hereaitcr 
mentioned,  being  present  inhabitants  and  proprietors  of  Waterbury,  in  the  Coun 
ty  of  Hartford  and  Colony  of  Connecticut  aforesaid. 

And  Whereas  King  Charles  the  second,  our  late  sovereign  lord  of  Engtmd,  A:c., 
by  letters  patent,  under  the  great  seal  of  England,  by  writ  of  privy  seid,  bearing 
date  the  twenty  eight  day  of  April,  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  reign,  -nd  give 
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and  grant  and  confirm  unto  us  the  said  Governor  and  Company  all  tlie  lands  with- 
in the  Colony  aforesaid,  in  which  those  lands  are  included,  and  the  said  Governor 
and  Company  did  in  the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty  five,  May  the 
fourteenth,  grant  letters  patent  for  the  land  above  to  Thomas  Judd,  Esq.,  John 
Stanley,  Edmund  Scott  Isaac  Bronson,  and  John  Welton,  and  others  the  then  in- 
habitants of  Waterbury,  whose  names  should  have  been  then  enrolled  but'were 
not, — For  this  and  other  reasons  and  good  causes,  the  said  Thomas  Judd,  Esq., 
and  other  the  inhabitants,  proprietors  of  Waterbury,  now  moving  to  us  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Company  in  general  court  assembled,  for  the  more  sure  making  and 
firm  establishing  of  the  rights  to  us  given  of  the  lands  aforesaid  unto  them  accord- 
ing to  the  several  descents,  devises,  grants,  divisions,  agreements,  to  them  fallen, 
given,  made,  concluded,  purchased,  or  purchases  by  them  made  or  procured,  ac- 
cording to,  or  as  are,  to  be  found  in  their  town  records,  from  time  to  time,  as  they 
come  to  the  said  Thomas  Judd,  and  all  other  the  inhabitants,  proprietors  of  "Wa- 
terbury, whose  names  are  hereafter  declared,  and  whereby  their  several  rights, 
proprieties  and  properties  and  proportions  are  distinguished  \\hether  holdeu  by 
them  in  fee  simple  or  fee  tail,  or  considered  for  life,  or  lives,  or  years,  in  severalty, 
or  as  tenants,  joint-tenants,  or  as  partners — 

Nov)  Know  Ye  that  we  the  said  Governor  and  Company  in  General  Court  assem^- 
bled,  by  virtue  of  the  letters  patent,  to  us  given  by  our  sovereign  lord  King  Charles 
the  second,  of  happy,  blessed  memory,  have  granted,  remised,  released  and  quitted 
claim,  and  by  these  presents,  do  fully  and  absolutely  for  us  and  our  successors, 
give,  grant,  remise,  release,  and  altogether  for  us  and  our  successors,  quit  claim, 
ratify,  approve  and  confirm  in  the  quiet  and  peaceable  and  firm  seizin  and  posses- 
sion of  the  said  Thomas  Judd,  Esq.,  John  Stanley,  Edmund  Scott,  Isaac  Bronson, 
John  Welton,  Capt.  Thomas  Judd,  Esq.,  John  Southmayd,  Timothy  Stanley,  John 
Hopkins,  Abraham  Andruss,  Sen.,  John  Richards,  Edmund  Scott,  the  lieirs  of 
Abraham  x^ndruss,  Jr.,  the  heirs  of  7ohn  Xewell,  the  heirs  of  John  Carrington, 
the  heirs  of  Daniel  Warner,  John  Scovill,  Sen.,  Thomas  Judd,  the  heirs  of  Joseph 
Gaylord,  the  heirs  of  John  Bronson,  Daniel  Porter,  Sen.,  the  heirs  of  Philip  Judd, 
Thomas  Newell,  Jeremiah  Peck,  Jonathan  Scott,  Sen.,  Plichard  Porter,  Stephen 
Upson,  Sen,,  the  School,  the  Parsonage,  Samuel  Stanley,  Isaac  Bronson,  William 
Hickox,  Thomas  Hickox,  Samuel  Scott,  Ephraim  Warner,  Thomas  Upson,  Thomas 
Andruss,  John  Bronson,  Thomas  Richards,  Sen.,  John  Barnes,  Benjamin  Warner, 
Thomas  Bronson,  Ebenezer  Bronson,  Samuel  Porter,  Obadiah  Scott,  the  heirs  of 
Thomas  Welton,  George  Welton,  the  heirs  of  Stephen  Welton,  Ebenezer  Hickox, 
Jr.,  Stephen  Upson,  Jr.,  the  heirs  of  John  Richards.  Jr.,  Thomas  Barnes,  Samuel 
Warner,  Sen.,  John  Scovill,  Jr.,  Ebenezer  Riohason,  Thomas  Clark,  George  Scott, 
Jr.,  David  Scott,  Sen.,  Jonathan  Scott,  Jr.,  John  Welton,  Jr.,  the  heirs  of  John 
Richason,  Stephen  Hopkins,  Joseph  Lewis,  William  Judd,  Daniel  Porter,  Jr.,  the 
heirs  of  John  Judd,  Timothy  Hopkins,  George  Scott,  Sen.,  Joshua  Peck,  Richard 
Welton,  Benjamin  Warner,  Sen.,  Daniel  Shelton,  Joseph  Prime,  Josiah  Piatt, 
James  Fenn,  Moses  Blachly,  [Blakeslee,]  John  Prout,  Thomas  Furney,  [Turney,] 
Joseph  Moss,  Israel  Moss,  Rit-hard  Bronson,  the  heirs  of  Samuel  Howiird.  EHza- 
beth  Wilson,  Joseph  Birdsey,  the  h.eirs  of  Thomas  Richason,  John 
Brown,  the  heirs  of  Serg.  Jamuel  Hickox,  Ilezukkili  Rew,  Ebenezer  Hickox,  Sen., 
Samuel  Mix,  Silvanus  Baldwin,  J^mes  Blachly,  [Blakeslee,]  Samuel  Barnes,  James 
Poissoa,  Samuel  Warner,  the  heirs  of  Obadiah  Richards,  the  heirs  of  Obadiah 
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Scovill,  John  Stanley,  the  whole  right,  title  and  claim  which  we  have  in  or  unto  all 
the  above  said  tract  of  land,  bonnded  as  abovesaid,  with  all  the  buildinpr?,  f»  ricc>, 
orchards,  trees,  wood,  timber,  underwood,  stones,  precious  stones,  quarries,  nrmc>, 
minerals,  lands,  uplands,  pastures,  marshes,  arable  lands,  meadows,  swamps,  river^, 
brooks,  creeks,  ponds,  springs,  waterings,  islands,  upon  or  Avithin  the  above  said  tract 
of  land,  and  with  the  rights,  members,  appurtenances,  hereditaments,  and  the  rever- 
sion and  reversions,  remainder  and  remainders,  royalties,  privileges,  whatsoever,  of 
into,  wirhin  and  out  of  the  premises,  and  any  and  every  part  and  parcel  of  the  same, 
to  them  and  every  of  them,  their  heirs  and  a-signs  forever,  according  to  their  uiul 
each  of  their  several  parts,  portions,  proportions,  shares,  rights  and  interests,  in. 
of  and  unto  the  lands  above  described,  to  be  distinguished  according  to  iheir 
several  descents,  devises,  grants,  divisions,  agreements,  and  purchases,  as  of  record 
appeareth,  and  by  records  of  said  town  of  Waterbury  may  be  seen,  (ref 'rence 
thereunto  being  had,)  in  this  instrument —  To  rate  and  to  hold,  to  them 
the  said  Thomas  Judd,  Esq.,  John  Stanley,  Edmund  Scott,  Isaac  Bronson,  John 
"VVelton,  Capt.  Thomas  Judd,  John  Southmayd,  Timothy  Stanley,  John  IIii|/Kin.< 
and  all  others,  the  inhabitants,  proprietors  of  Waterbury,  whose  names  h;ive  beru 
above  declared,  and  to  their  and  each  of  their  heirs,  according  to  each  oik-'s 
several  proportions  aforesaid,  to  their  proper  use,  benefit  and  behalf  for  ever. 

And  whereas,  there  is  in  the  actual  seizin  and  possession  of  the  s.iid  TSionias 
Judd,  John  Stanley  and  others,  the  inhabitants  and  proprietors  of  Waterl.-ury, 
sundry  lands  within  the  limits  above  described,  called  and  known  by  the  name  of 
sequestered  lands,  sequestered  by  vote  of  the  town  of  Waterbury  and  r--.-crved 
for  the  town's  use,  intended  to  be  improved  and  used  by  the  inhabitants  of  said 
town  as  commonage,  for  the  common  and  general  feeding  of  cattle,  for  firewood, 
timber,  stone,  and  any  and  all  other  the  profits  and  conveniences  thereof,  without 
any  regard  to  the  distinction  of  shares,  rights,  proportions  of  interests,  or  property  in 
the  said  lands — therefore  upon  motion  made  to  us  by  the  said  present  proprietors 
of  Waterbury — We  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  English  Colony  of  Coimcct- 
icut,  in  New  England,  in  America,  in  General  Court  assembled,  do  for  oursclvt-s 
and  our  successors,  fully,  freely  and  absolutely,  remise,  relea-e,  quit  claim,  ratify, 
approve  and  confirm,  in  the  quiet  and  peaceable  and  firm  seizen  and  pos.■:t•^^!on  of 
the  said  Thomas  Judd,  John  Stanley,  Isaac  Bronson,  John  Welton.  Capt.  Thonia-^ 
Judd,  John  Southmayd,  Timothy  Stanley,  John  Hopkins,  and  all  other  the  pres- 
ent propiietors,  inhabitants  of  Waterbury,  as  have  been  before  named — the  whole 
right,  title  and  claim  that  we  have  had,  or  have  in  or  unto  the  said  sequosrvred 
lands  above  described,  limited  and  bounded,  as  the  records  of  tlie  town  of  Wa- 
terbury will  more  fully  show,  (reference  thereunto  being  had,)  To  hare  and  to 
hold,  to  them  the  said  Thomas  Judd,  John  Stanley  and  others  the  proin-ietors 
above  name<l,  their  heirs,  successors  and  assigns,  in  equal  proportion,  as  town 
commons,  to  be  ever  improved,  used  and  occupied  by  them,  the  parties  above 
named,  their  successors  and  assigns,  in  the  way  and  manner  above  set  forth, 
(which  was  the  design  and  intent  of  the  first  sequestration,)  without  any  distinc- 
tion and  particular  limitation  of  the  yearly  and  constant  profits  arising  tlierf  from 
to  the  several  proprietors  among  themselves,  and  never  to  be  impropriated,  grant- 
ed, divided,  or  taken  up  in  severalty,  until  three  quarters  of  the  proprietors,  iuiiabit- 
ants  of  Waterbury,  shall  agree  thereunto. 

The  whole  of  what  is  in  this  instrument  above  released,  (pjit  claimed  and  con- 
firmed, 7b  hold  of  bis  Magesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  according  to  the  C»'nor  of 
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his  Mniresty's  Manor  of  East  Greenwich,  in  the  County  of  Kent,  in  that  part  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britian  formerly  called  England,  in  free  and  common  ?oc- 
cage,  rendering,  yielding  and  paying  therefor  to  our  sovereign  lord  the  King,  his 
heirs  and  successors,  for  ever,  only  the  fifth  part  of  all  the  oar  of  gold  and  silver 
which,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  shall  be  gotten  and  obtained, 
in  lieu  of  all  services,  duties  and  demands  whatsoever,  according  to  the  charter  of 
us  the  said  Governor  and  Company  granted,  without  any  manner  of  claim,  chal- 
lenge, or  demand  whatsoever,  to  be  had  or  made  by  us,  or  our  successors,  in  any 
manner  of  wise — 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  said  Colony  to  be  hereunto 
affixed,  this  twenty  eighth  day  of  October  anno  Dome,  one  thousand,  seven  hun- 
dred and  twenty,  in  the  7*^  year  of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  lord  George  of 
Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  King. 

G.  Saltonstall  Gov'. 

Hez.  Wyllts.  Secretary. 

It  is  manifestly  the  intention  of  tlie  above  deed  to  enumer- 
ate, as  grantees,  either  individnally  or  as  the  heirs  of  certain 
persons,  ail  those  who,  at  the  time,  were  owners  of  land,  (or 
who  had  titles  of  land,)  divided  and  undivided,  in  the  ton-n  of 
Waterbnry.  Viewed  in  this  light,  the  catalogue  is  full  o^  in- 
terest. The  five  patentees  of  IGSO  are  mentioned  in  the  hegin- 
ning.  Three  of  them  were  deceased.  With  the  exception  of 
these  and  of  those  persons  whose  heirs  are  referred  to,  the 
individuals  named  were  living  at  the  time.  Several  of  them 
(most  of  those  bearing  unfamiliar  names;  were  non-resident 
landholders.  The  following  persons  were  not  (and  never  had 
been)  residents  of  the  town  : 

Silvanus  Baldwin  of  Milford,  Joseph  Birdsey,  James  Blaclily  of  New  Haven, 
afterwards  of  Litchtield  and  Waterbury,  Moses  Blachly  of  Xew  Haven,  afterwards 
of  Waterburv,  Richard  Bronson  of  Woodbury,  .James  Brown  of  Xew  Haven,  after- 
wards of  "SS'aterbury,  Jame?  Fenn  of  ililford,  Samuel  Howard  (heirs,)  Samuel 
Mix  of  Xew  Haven,  Israel  Moss  of  Derby,  Joseph  Moss  of  Derby,  Josiah  Piatt  of 
Milford,  James  Poisson,  Joseph  Prime  of  Milford,  (Capt.)  John  Prout  of  Xew 
Haven,  John  Reed  of  "  Lonetown,"  Fairfield  County,  Ilezekiah  Rew  of  Milford, 
Daniel  Shelton  of  Stratford  and  Ripton,  Thomas  Turney  of  Xew  Haven,  Elizabeth 
Wilson  of  Hartford,  (who  held  a  mortgage  on  land  of  John  Welton,  Jr.) 

The  patents,  it  will  be  observed,  make  Waterbury  thirteen 
miles  in  length.  As  for  breadth,  that  of  1G8G  describes  it  as 
nine  miles  at  the  northern  part,  and  somewhat  less  at  the 
south  ;  while  that  of  1720  speaks  of  it  as  eight  miles  l)road  at 
the  north,  and  five  and  a  half  at  tlie  south  en<l.  Tliese  descrip- 
tions very  essentially  curtail  the  limits  of  the  town,  as  they 
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are  set  forth  by  the  Indian  deeds.  Prohahly  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  tlie  grantors,  in  thus  describing  the  boundaries  of  the 
town,  to  avoid  the  possibihtj  of  encroaching  on  adjoiiiiug 
o-rants.  It  bordered  on  nei^'hborin^-  towns  the  limits  of  whicli 
liad  not  yet  been  certainly  determined.  In  truth,  nobody 
knew,  at  the  early  dates  of  which  I  am  speaking,  how  much 
territory  there  was  that  lay  north  of  the  Derby  line  and  he- 
tvv-een  the  Farmino-ton  and  TTallinirford  bounds  on  tlie  east 
and  the  Woodbury  bounds  on  the  west.  As  the  limits  of  Wa- 
terbury  were  finally  settled,  the  town  extended  from  north  tu 
south,  on  a  meridian  line,  seventeen  miles,  and  from  east  to 
west,  at  its  broadest  part,  nine  miles.  Towards  the  southern 
extremity  its  sides  approached,  so  that  on  the  Derby  and 
ford  border  it  was  but  about  five  and  a  quarter  miles  across. 
Its  average  length  may  have  been  sixteen  miles,  and  its  aver- 
age breadth,  eight  and  one  third  miles.  It  could  not  luive 
contained  less  than  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  scpare  miles, 
or  eighty-five  thousand  acres.  These,  divided  ^<7z^^7//y  among 
the  thirty-six  original  proprietors,  would  have  given  twenty- 
three  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  land  to  each — a  pretty  fair 
landed  estate. 

The  limits  of  the  old  town,  as  above  defined,  comprelu?nd 
the  present  towns  of  AVaterbury,  Watertown  and  Plymouth, 
half  of  Wolcott,  a  small  part  of  Oxford,  the  greater  por- 
tion of  Middlebury,  more  than  a  third  of  Prospect,  and  nearly 
the  whole  of  Xaugatuck.  Tliis  tract  of  territory,  which  a  com- 
mittee of  tlie  colonial  government  estimated  as  sufiicient  to 
maintain  tliirty  families,  now  contains  a  population  of  (sayj 
fourteen  thousand  souls. 

In  cousecjuence  of  the  lack  of  fixed  landmarks,  in  the  original 
deeds  and  patents  of  the  township,  Waterbury  was  involved 
in  frequent,  protracted  and  expensive  controversies,  <^which 
were  sometimes  carried  to  the  Assembly  or  the  courts,)  with  the 
bordering  towns.  Throughout  its  entire  boundaries,  in  fact, 
there  seem  to  have  been  but  three  points  which  were  fixed, 
and  assented  to  from  an  early  period.  These  were  the  "  threti 
sisters,"  (the  soutlieast  corner,)  the  mouth  of  Beacon  Hill 
Brook,  and  a  point  four  score  rods  from  the  eastermost  pai't 
of  Quassepaug  Pond,''  on  the  Woodbury  road.    The  length  ut 
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but  a  single  line,  (and  that  a  short  one,)  was  given,  till  after 
the  patent  of  1720.  This  line  ran  westerly  "  (that  is,  in  some 
direction,  towards  the  west)  one  mile  and  six  score  rods.  It 
began  at  the  "  three  sisters,"  a  point  which  had  been  settled 
as  tlie  Waterburj  southeast  corner  before  1720. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  colonial  and  town  records 
show  (in  part)  what  was  done,  from  time  to  time,  in  way  of 
settling  tlie  boundaries  between  Waterbury  and  other  towns : 

ilav  y«:  18:  1680:  tlies  presents  may  srtefy  y^  Court  or  whom  it  may  con- 

sern  y'  wo  y-  agents  of  derby  being  desired  and  appointed  by  y^  inlial)itants  of 
our  town  y«  of  aprill  (IGS'i)  hauing  full  pour  to  oonelude  a  loyn  plaee  or  pla" 
ces  of  bounds:  depending  betwixt  mattatoek  and  derby  and  make  a  final  isjue  of 
y«  matter  before  it  corns  to  y*  generall  court  and  we  y«  agents  of  mattatoek  Wil- 
liam iudd  Thomas  Judd  and  iohn  standly  iur:  being  appointed  by  our  comniitty  to 
gain  a  complyance  with  our  freinds  ioseph  haukins  and  able  gun  according  to  y^ 
tenor  of  y^  premises  so  fare  as  it  concerns  these  two  plantations  we  do  agree  y-  so 
y*  general!  court  may  glue  their  sanction  upon  it,  do  by  theis  presents  determine 
betwein  us  as  follows,  y'  y-  south  bounds  of  mattatoek  do  begin  at  a  stack  at 
derbe  twelue  miles  end  and  from  y'  stack  to  extend  a  west  loyn  where  derby  and 
mattatoek  shall  meet  Woodbury  bounds  and  from  y'  stake  afores''  att  the  end  of 
derbe  twelue  miles  to  go  with  a  straight  loyn  to  a  ston  marcked  with:  m:  on  y« 
north  sid  and:  d:  on  y«  south  sid  lying  on  y^  west  s'^  nagatock  or  mattatoek  riuer 
and  from  y'  ston  to  y®  mouth  of  becon  hill  brook  where  it  falls  into  nagatock  or 
mattatoek  riuer  and  y'  brook  to  be  y®  deuident  loyn  east  ward  between  mattatoek 
and,derby  and  this  agreement  is  a  finall  issue  or  a  fullsettell  ment  of  y=  s''  bounds 
of  mattatoek  and  derby  which  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  binding  to  them  their 
heirs  assigns  and  sucsesors  as  witness  our  hands  y«  day  and  date  aboue  men- 
tioned. 

derby  agents  Mattatoek  agents 

Joseph  hawkins  William  iudd 

Able  gun:  ^     Thomas  iudd 

John  standly  iur 

To  all  whom  it  may  concern  be  it  known  y  we  herevuto  subscribing  as  agents 
in  y«  behalf  of  y«  Plantations  of  woodbury  and  mattatoek  by  y^  motion  of  hon- 
ouraVjle  freinds  and  weighty  arguments  as  hereunto  inducing  haue  had  a  meeting 
upon  y«  29'''  of  iune  IGSu:  in  order  to  y®  setUng  of  boundarys  betwein  y«  s  i  two 
plantations  and  do  fully  and  unanimosly  agree  and  consent  as  foloweth  uiz  hat 
there  be  a  loyn  run  du  east  from  ye  westermost  part  of  y®  bounds  agreed  and 
concluded  between  mattatoek  and  derby  to  mattatoek  riuer  and  so  y'  loyne  to  be 
run  from  y«  s"*  riuer  too  miles  and  twelue  seor  rods  due  west  and  then  a  loyn 
from  y«  eastcrmost  part  of  y®  great  pond  commonly  called  or  known  by  y«  name 
of  quassapaug  from  such  a  part  of  y«  pond  as  by  us  alrcadv  agreed  on  four  score 
rods  due  east  and  then  a  straight  loyn  from  y«  four  score  rod  to  y=  a  fore  sd  west 
corner  betwein  derby  and  mattatoek  and  from  y«  afore  sd  coner  or  four  scor  rod 
due  east  fi  om  ye  for-d  pond  y«  bounds  is  agreed  and  concluded  to  run  due  north 
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to  re  extent  northward  of  each  plantations  bounds  and  jt  this  our  niutall  fiprtx'- 
nient  and  firm  settelhiient  of  deuident  bounds  betwein  our  phmtatious  as  afon-^^d 
is  signified  by  our  subscribing  hereunto  this  twenty  ninth  day  of  iune  in  y®  }  eir  of 
our  lord  sixteen  hundred  and  eyghty. 

Thomas  Judd  John  Minor 

Isriell  Curtis  William  Judd 

John  Standly  iur  Joseph  Judson 

May  1081.  This  Court  haue  granted  that  the  bounds  for  the  plantation  of  mat- 
tatuck  shall  runn  eight  miles  north  from  the  town  plott,  as  their  stated  boun^is  and 
doe  confirnie  and  rattify  the  boundaryes  agreed  upon  by  Mattatuek  and  Wood- 
bury plantations  and  the  boundaries  agred  upon  between  Mattatuek  and  Dvrby 
inhabitants,  which  more  at  large  is  sett  down  in  their  subscribed  papers  by  the 
hands  of  the  committees  appoynted  by  each  plantation  and  Mattatock  bounds  on 
the  east  shall  be  upon  Farmington  bounds.* 

Aprill=}'-^=n03.  Wee  agree  as  folloNyeth  for  boundrys  betwcin  derby  and 
Waterbury  to  run  west  ward  from  y®  marked  ston  or  y«  west  sd  y-  riuor  to  a  stone 
or  rock  on  y«  straight  mountain  with  stones  layd  on  it  and  to  run  a  straight  loyn 
to  y®  twelue  mile  stake  and  then  run  west  from  s-i  stake  by  marked  trees  and  sta- 
tions T  a  red  oak  with  stones  layd  at  y«  botom  2  ly  a  white  oake  3  ly  a  red  ouke 
at  y«  noreast  of  to  antick  pond  "i  ly  a  white  oake  on  a  long  redg  of  rocks  .-outu 
west  from  toantick  pond 

for  Waterbury  for  derby 

Timothy  Stanly  Ebenezer  Johnson 

John  hopkins  henery  Woster 

obadiah  Richards  Edward  Rigs 

We  hereunto  subscribing  agents  for  Woodbury  and  Waterbury  met  together 
March  2oth,  1744:,  and  began  at  the  known  boundary  east  of  IJii^i^-'t-T^".-'  P<j'^*^ 
and  ran  a  line  north  two  degrees  west  a  straight  line  up  to  a  stake  with  a  heap  of 
stones  about  it  the  north  east  corner  of  Woodbury  bounds,  and  the  north  we-t 
corner  of  Waterbury  bounds,  and  haue  erected  monuments  in  about  eighty  rods 
distance  on  s''  line,  which  monuments  are  described  by  marking  trees  near  to  them 
with  44 

Ephraim  Minor      \  Agents  Samuel  Iliekox  )  Agents  for 

Thomas  Knowls     [■    for  William  Judd    )  Waterbury 

Timothy  Hinman  )  Woodbury 


April  the  23^,  ItBo.  We  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  being  by  the 
towns  of  Milford  and  Waterbury  appointed  to  settle  the  north  and  west  lines  be- 
tween the  towns  of  Milford  and  Waterbury,  with  the  assistance  of  two  Cv^unty 
suryeyors  for  the  County  of  New  Hayen — we  began  at  the  three  sisters  Xew  Haven 
north  west  corner,  Milford  north  east  corner,  Waterbury  south  east  [corner]  with 
Milford  and  from  said  corner  we  ran  a  due  west  fine  one  mile  and  six  score  rods 
and  made  monuments  once  in  eighty  rods  and  at  the  end  of  said  Hue  we  uiade  a 
heap  of  stones  by  a  white  oak  staddle,  then  southward  forty  eight  rods  to  Deii^y 
north  east  corner,  the  south  side  of  Beacon  Hill  Riyer,  which  lines  we  do  agrt-c 
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•Aud  esialjlishto  "be  the  lines  between  tlio  towns  of  MilfoM  and  Watorbury.  Sign- 
ed ia  Wat^erbury,  upon  the  above  dat-e,  by  tts 

John  Lewis  \  David  Bal-dwin  \ 

^     ,  T    f  >^aterburT  u  ^    f  Mil  ford 

^         ^-  t  J         9  ConuEittt^        -oi  •    1      -oil  Con-iii]ittee 

IMarcli  27,  iT^jS,  th-3  selectmen  of  Derhy  and  "^Vatorbury 
met  at  tke  t"ivelve  mile  ^take,  and  mo/isui-ed  easterly  to  Beacon 
Hill  Brook  a!id  westerly  acrc^ss  Toantlck  Pond  to  the  Wood- 
bury lii'ie,  giving  distances  and  points  of  compass. 

It  was  customary  witli  tlie  old  towns,  iu  obedience  to  tlie 
statutes  pros'^ided  in  such  cas/3S,  to  apji^olnt  a  committee  of  two 
or  more  persons,  aunually,  v;liose  duty  it  ivas,  in  concert  witli 
adjoining  towns,  to  perambidate  the  bojjnds,''  in  the  month 
of  Zvlai'ch  or  April,  and  "  to  renew  the  monuments,"  or  bound- 
marks,  which  were  usually  hoa])s  of  .stones  at  the  corners, 
and  once  in  eif^litv  tckIs  in  tlie  lines.  It  Avas  usual  als^j  to  mark 
the  trees  and  sometimes  the  stoni's,  as  guides  \\)  those  who 
might  follow.  Tiie  penalty  for  neglect  to  perambulate  was 
fivQ  pounds.  Duriiig  the  controrersy  with  Farmington,  about 
the  dividing  Fine,  "\Yaterbury  pa-sed  a  vote  that  it  would  not 
perambulatxi  witii  her,  but  preferred  to  pay  the  Une.  This  was 
in  April,  171:8. 

Previous  to  February,  16SC>-S1,  all  legitimate  autliority  In 
the  af?:aii-s  csf  tlie  settlement  centered  in,  and  emanated  from, 
the  grand  committee.  At  this  time,  however,  they  relieved 
diemselvas  of  some  of  their  responsibilities,  and  conferred 
certain  powers  and  privileges,  rehitiug  to  local  administratiou, 
upon  the  people  tliemselves. 

A  nEeetiDjr  of  the  c-©mity  far  mattat-Qck  fobey  5  168<>  att  farmington  itt  was  then 
determined  by  vs  that  thos  towno  ofe-s^^rs  that  are  ciiosen  by  tlK?  in  Imbitants  of  sd 
mattatuek  shall  execut  tlu-ir  r-f?>pi'ctiue  ofes<;-s  and  th.at  for  the  futur  the  inhabit- 
ants of  thre  f/iace  being  orderV*-  called  and  connened  by  their  niaj'^  voat  shall  haue 
liberty  to  chus  their  Tounsmen  Constables  suruayors  fence  viewers  and  hav^vards 
or  any  otheT^  siuel  ofe-sers  from  time  to  time  m  ithout  any  further  order  from  the 
Comliy. 

In  16S2,  the  committee  farther  determined  that  the  inhab- 
itants should  have  power  to  make  regulations  concerning  the 
impounding  ot  cattle. 

After  these  dates,  the  committee,  having  got  the  infant  town 
upon  its  legs,  as  they  conceived,  gradually  witlidrew  fr<»m  the 
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maiiji g-ement  of  its  affairs.  They  now  "  advised,''  in  eases  in 
which  they  formerly  ordered."  They  eontinued,  however, 
to  make  proprietors,  to  regidate  the  conditions  of  preprietor- 
sliip,  to  determine  questions  of  forfeiture,  ar^d  to  make  special 
grants  of  land  for  tlie  common  good,  itc.  Tine  acts  of  tlie 
proprietoi-s  rehiting  to  tliese  matters  had  no  force  nntil  approv- 
ed Ly  them.  Tlierr  powers  did  not  terminate,  nor  were  their 
duties  entirely  at  an  end,  till  the  incorporation  of  the  to^vn. 
In  October,  10S5,  thefr  mmiber  had  been  reduced  by  death  to 
two,  a  mipxority  of  the  original  committee.  The  General 
Court  authorized  the  survivors  to  continue  tlieir  functions,  as 
follows  : 

Oct.  ItJSo.  This  Court  appoint  Major  Taleott  and  ^fr.  Wads^vorth  to  continue 
their  poAvers  as  Committee  for  Mattatu-ek,  notv/ithstanding  the  'ieatb  of  some  of 
their  number. 

Tlie  last  otficial  act  of  the  committee  wliieli  I  have  met  iiith 
on  our  records  is  one  relating  to  tlie  way  of  raising  rate?  f 
defraying  of  the  public  charg-es,''  dated  Dec.  2^J,  16^5.  It  is 
an  order^""  signed  only  by  Major  Taleott,  though  it  runs  u\ 
the  name  of  ^'  we,*'  There  is,  however,  a  request  and  desire/' 
signed  by  the  fiiend  and  servant  [of  the  proprietors]  Jolm 
Wadsworth/'  dateil  Sept.  9^  1687,  which  asks  that  an  oversight 
in  laying  out  land  may  be  corrected. 

At  an  early  period,  the  prop'rietors,  Doticing  that  their  lauds, 
which  were  most  valuable  and  conveniently  situated,  were 
gradually  passing  into  the  hands  of  individuals  and  beyond 
the  control  of  the  pc^ople  atlarge^  detennined  to  provide  against 
the  possible  evils  wdiicb  might  result.  They  reserved  cc-rtain 
large  tracts  for  future  occasions  and  the  common  irood„ 

Gencu:  o'*  86  To\>ti  by  uoate  grante-d  y'  all  y*  bogey  meadovrs  east  from  y*^ 
town  fence  too  miles  north  and  southward  from  y«  town  shall  be  secjuestcred  iov 
common  lands  and  too  miles  east  from  }^  afore  sd  fene. 

Another  vote  appears  afterwards  to  have  been  passed,  on 
the  same  day,  which  secpestered  all  the  lands  in  the  limits 
mentioned,  niaking  them  common  lands. 

Gen:  3:  86  y*  town  detnnined  y'  all  y*  hmd  on  y-  east  sid  fenc  Eound  to  \* 
Mill  Riuer  so  to  enst  mountam  we  say  to  dauids  brook  and  to  y«  cast  mouniaiu 
all  y«  land  in  y'  eomp.is  to  be  and  l^elong  as  common  land 

Several  yeai-s  afterwards,  still  another  vote  was  passed,  de- 
signed apparently  to  extend  and  explain  the  preceding. 
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Genuory      6'^==17<»j  y*  propriators  sequestered  for  y®  use  of  y«  town  too 
miles  from  y«  fjoing  down  of  y«  hill  beyond  Thornas  hikcox*  hous  east  and  then 
from  it  too  miles  north  and  too  miles  south  and  then  to  run  at  eaeh  end  west  to 
common  fence. 

These  votes  gave  origin  to  tlie  terms  sequester  and  seques- 
tered lands,  on  our  records.  The  territory  described  lay  east 
of  tlie  village,  being  two  miles  broad  from  east  to  west  and 
four  long.  It  was  not  regularly  surveyed  till  April,  1716,  when 
Lieut.  Timothy  Stanley  and  William  Ilickox  were  appointed 
to  lay  it  out.  It  was  set  aside,  irrevocabh',  for  public  uses,  its 
benefits  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants  in  common,  without 
any  reference  to  proprietory  ownership.  In  the  divisions  and 
grants  that  were  made,  from  time  to  time,  no  one  had  a  right 
to  locate  his  lands  within  its  boundaries.  It  furnished  pastur- 
age, fire-wood,  timber,  stone,  etc.,  for  all,  as  they  stood  in  need. 
In  several  instances,  when  the  public  interest  was  likely  to  be 
promoted,  grants  of  it  were  made  to  individuals  on  conditions. 

In  process  of  time,  it  was  found  that  lands  layed  out,  on  the 
supp-  sed  sequester  line,  overlapped  and  encroached  upiin  the 
sequesLered  territory,  thus  giving;  origin  to  conilicting  claims. 
To  settle  the  difiiculty,  the  proprietr-rs  voted,  in  1763,  tliat  ail 
lands  laid  out  near  the  reputed  line  of  sequester,  should  remain 
good. 

The  sequester  lands  were  kept  sacred  for  many  years,  or 
were  granted  in  small  parcels  f  >r  a  C  immon  good.  At  length, 
however,  they  acquired  value,  and  it  was  not  so  easy  to  keep 
the  hands  otf  them.  Eight  acres  were  distributed  to  each 
proprietor  in  1715.  In  1733,  a  vote  was  passed  to  have  a  reg- 
ular division ;  but  at  a  subsequent  meeting,  it  vras  thought 
^'  likely  to  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  town  and  "  very  imprac- 
ticable so  the  former  vote  was  reconsidered.  In  January, 
173S-9,  liowever,  it  was  again  concluded  by  the  proprietors, 
to  have  a  division  of  the  sequestered  land.  One  quarter  cf  an 
acre  on  each  pound  propriety  was  distributed.  This  operation 
vras  repeated  in  1759  and  afterwards,  till  the  reserved  lands 
were  exhausted.  I  liave  not  succeeded  in  finding  the  evidence 
tliat  these  acts  of  the  proprietors  were  in  conformity  U.>  the 


•  TTi'jmas  Hickox's  house  stood  on  Ea^t  Mr»in  street,  n^ar  the  house  of  the  late  Dr,  Joseph 
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AssemLlj's  confinniiig  act  of  1703,  and  to  the  town  patent  of 
1720.  By  the  confirming  act  "the  hinds  sequestered  and 
given  to  public  and  pious  uses  [were  to]  remain  forever  for  ilie 
same while  the  patent  declared  that  the  sequestered  lands, 
60  called,  should  ''never  he  impropriated,  granted,  divided,  or 
taken  up  in  severalty,  until  three  quarters  of  the  proprietors 
shall  ao-ree  thereunto."  In  the  recorded  votes  orderinix  the 
divisions  which  have  been  referred  to,  nothing  is  said  about 
"  three  quarters  of  the  proprietors  "  being  in  the  major  vote. 

Other  tracts  of  land  were  sequestered  at  different  timers  to 
prevent  a  too  rapid  appropriation  by  individuals.  There  was  a 
large  tract  in  the  northwest  quarter,  next  the  Woodbury  line, 
at  a  place  which  became  known  as  "  the  Tillage,"  and  iifter- 
wards  as  "  Garnsey  Town,"  which  was  thus  reserved,  (I  knov/ 
not  whou.)  It  embraced  some  of  the  more  valuable  lands  of 
the  town.  It  was  finally  divided  among  the  proprietors,  the 
first  division  being  in  Xov.  1722. 

March  loth,  1733,  a  tract  of  land  in  the  northwest  quarter, 
^'  ore  mile  and  a  half  each  way  from  the  centre,"  was  seques- 
tered f-  "  the  town's  use.  The  tract  embraced  tlie  present  vil- 
lage of  7atertown.  Soon,  however,  the  restriction  was  taken 
off  this  \  Tritory. 


CHAPTER  YIL 

MILLS. 

In  all  new  settlements,  mills  for  grinding  grain  and  sawing 
logs  are  considered  as  things  of  the  first  necessity.  They  nrc 
a  part  of  the  la])or-sa\ing  machinery  which  civilization  in- 
vented at  an  early  period.  They  perform  the  work  of  many 
men,  and  do  it  more  perfectly  than  it  can  be  done  by  hand. 
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Food  and  shelter  are  tlie  iirst  things  to  be  provided  for  in  a 
new  country,  and  these  mills  are  almost  essential  hi  tlie  pre- 
paration of  the  materials.  Corn  can  l)e  pounded  iu  a  iriortar, 
or  crushed  between  stones ;  but  it  is  a  severe  task,  and  none  but 
a  primitive  people  Avill  long  submit  to  it.  Dwellings  can  be 
made  mainly  of  logs  prepared  by  an  axe,  witli  the  assistance 
of  clay  and  straw  for  the  roof;  but  boards  and  other  ''sawed 
stuff"  are  almost  essential  for  floors,  doors,  vSrc.  Our  fathers, 
when  they  first  came  to  this  phace,  must  needs  go  to  Farming- 
ton  for  all  their  mill-work.  They  must  travel  a  distance  of 
twenty  miles  through  a  pathless  wilderness,  or  waste  thfir  la- 
bor in  imperfect  attempts  to  su[)ply  their  wants  at  home.  The 
only  way  to  escape  from  this  alternative  was  to  provide  mills 
of  tlieir  own. 

The  State's  committee,  at  an  early  period,  took  this  matter 
into  consideration,  and  under  date  of  Xov.  27th,  1G79,  advised 
as  follows : 

We  doe  advise  the  inhabitants  to  build  a  sufficient  corn  mill  for  the  vse  of  tlie 
towne  and  keope  the  same  in  good  reparation  for  the  same  for  the  worck  and 
servis  of  grinding  come  and  for  incoragment  we  grant  such  person?  shall  haue 
thirty  [acres]  of  land  layd  out  and  shall  be  and  remain  to  them  and  their  heirs 
and  Asigns  for  euer  he  or  tlioy  maintaining  the  said  grist  mille  as  aforsaid  for 
ever. 

Soon  after,  Stephen  Hopkins  of  Hartford,  erected  a  mill  on 
Mill  Eivor  (so  called  from  tliis  use  of  it)  "for  grinding  corne." 
It  stood  where  the  Scovill  ^[anufacturiug  Company's  rolling 
mill  riow  is,  where  a  grain  mill  has  ever  since  remained  until 
within  the  last  twenty-live  years  <.)r  so.  The  mill  being  btiilt, 
the  committee  awarded  t^:)  lIo^>kiMs  the  grant  wliich  he  liad 
become  entitled  to,  and  added  to  it  a  house  lot  of  two  acres,  a 
three  acre  lot  and  a  £'100  allotment-  I  quote  from  tlie  record, 
under  date  of  Feb.  5th,  lOSO,  (16S1,  X.  S.) 

It  is  further  concluded  that  steuen  Hopkins  who  hath  builte  a  in:le  att  that 
plantation  [mattatuek]  shall  haue  that  tliirty  aers  apointed  and  intailo<i  in  a  former 
order  to  such  as  shall  erect  a  mille  theare  and  so  much  more  land  uded  to  the 
sayd  thirty  acrs  as  may  aduance  the  same  to  be  in  value  of  one  hundred  pound 
alotraent 

There  is  alLso  a  house  lott  containing  in  estimation  to  acrs  granted  ^teuen 
Hopkins  as  conuenantly  as  may  bo  to  suit  the  mile  and  the  for  said  Thomas  Judd 
and  John  Stanly  and  the  present  townsmen  to  lay  itt  out  to  him  and  all.-o  a  tSire 
acre  lott:  acording  as  the  other  inhabitants  haue  granted  to  be  layed  out  by  these 
same  persons  for  hira 
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Aferwards,  (Aug.  S,  1GS2,)  the  town,  in  order  to  carry  out 
the  intentions  of  the  committee  in  relation  to  the  "  hundred 
pound  allotment," 

Granted  to  Stephen  Hopkins  that  alotment  which  was  Decon  Langton's  v,-!th  the 
prouision  that  one  half  of  the  said  alotment  shall  be  intailed  to  the  mill  as  the 
thirty  acres  is,  in  case  the  committy  grant  the  same,  causing  the  said  Hopkins  to 
subscribe  as  other  inhabytants  haue  don:  prouid  [ed]  also  this  grant  fre  us  from  all 
former  iniagraents  respecting  the  miliars  Lott 

This  action  of  tlie  proprietors  was  ratified  by  the  committee, 
February  6th,  16S2,  (16S3  K  S. ;)  but  John  Hopkins,  ''the 
present  miller,"  who  was  the  son  of  Stephen,  was  named  as 
the  grantee.    This  is  the  record  : 

In  referance  to  what  lands  are  granted  by  the  inhabitants  of  mattatuck  to  John 
Hopkins  the  present  miller  we  do  well  aprove  of  and  in  case  they  shall  see  cause 
to  ease  the  intaile  of  any  part  the  £100  Alotment  we  shall  not  object:  against  itt 

Tlie  result  of  all  this  action  was,  John  Hopkins,  his  lieirs 
and  assi^rns,"  became  entitled  to  the  orio-inal  i^rant  oi'  thirtv 
acres,  the  sole  condition  being  tliat  "he  or  they  maintain  a 
grist  mill  for  ever."  He  also  became  the  owner,  by  c:rant. 
Dea.  Lankton's  propriety  and  allotments,  without  condiri'jiis, 
except  that  a  two  acre  lot  and  a  three  acre  lot  were  entailesl  to 
the  mill  in  like  manner  "  as  the  thirty  acres  are."  To  remove 
all  doubt  and  misapprehension  in  relation  to  the  tenure  by 
which  the  Lankton  allotments  were  lield,  a  vote  was  passed, 
after  the  town  was  incorporated,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy : 

Att  a  town  meeting  at  waterbury  december :  30'^  :  1687:  y  town  granted  John 
hopkins  y*  alotment  now  in  his  possesion  vyhich  was  formerly  deac  langtous 
freely  and  absolutely  to  him  and  his  heirs  foreuer  cxseptlng  y'  allotment  in  Isaacs 
meadow  containing  three  acers  and  y'  too  acer  alotment  in  hancox  meadow, 
which  still  abids  intayld  to  y«  mill  as  appears  by  y«  town  act  febcur  13:  1082: 
we  say  theis  too  lots  are  intayled  to  y^  mill  as  y«  30  acers  was  intayld  by  y*  eom- 
mity.    [Pro.  Book.  Vol.  I,  p!  13.] 

Several  years  later,  a  misunderstanding  or  difficulty  appears 
to  have  arisen  between  the  miller  and  the  town,  possibly  in 
conse'iucnce  of  the  dam  being  carried  away  by  the  floods,  and  a 
claim  made  upon  the  town  to  rebuild  it.  The  result  was  a 
compromise  and  an  agreement  signed  by  Hopkins  on  the  town 
book,  "  in  y^  presents  uf  y«  town." 
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Att  a  town  meeting  in  waterbury  gcnuury  30''  1099  or  700  y«  town  by  uoat 
iugaged  to  make  and  maintain  y*  uiill  dam  from  y«  east  s*^  of  y^  cornmill  to  y®  lii'i 
on  y*  east  sid  y*  Riuer  for  teen  ycirs  on  tlieis  conditions  y'  y«  niiler  niake  and  keep 
ye  corn  mill  in  good  Repayer  to  do  y«  towns  worek  in  grinding  for  them  fifteen 
yeirs  and  maintain  y^  dam  from  y«  east  sid  y«  mill  to  y«  hill  on  y«  west  sid  of  y* 
mill  exlriordinarys  exsepted. 

Boath  on  ye  towns  part  and  millers  in  y«  presents  of  y«  town  I  acsept  theyr  act 
and  they  doing  what  they  promis  I  ingage  to  do  niin  in  makeing  and  main- 
taining the  mill  as  witness  my  hand  John  Hopkins 

But  the  causes  of  misimderstanding  were  not  jet  all  remov- 
ed. In  less  tlian  tLree  years  a  new  compromise  became  ne- 
cessary, and  John  Hopkins  signed  another  agreement  on  the 
town  book  "  in  presents  of  the  town."  This  relates  to  the  mill- 
place. 

Att  a  town  meeting  sep=:  14:  1702:  where  as  there  has  bin  sum  difieulty  a  bout 
y«  mill  place  for  a  finall  issue  on  y'^  same  y«  town  and  miller  agree  y'  y«  property 
of  y*  mill  place  be  and  remain  to  him  and  his  heirs  foreuer  as  y^  mill  land  is  he 
maintayniug  a  mill  to  do  ye  tow  ns  worek  for  euer  but  if  ye  miller  layl  to  niaintayn 
a  mill  to  do  y«  towns  work  in  grinding  theyr  corn  well  corn  being  sutable  to 
grind  then  y^  property  of  y*^  mill  place  to  return  to  y^  town  and  priuiledgcs  of  it 
only  they  are  to  glue  y-  milier  a  rcsonab'le  price  for  what  is  his  own  on  y®  mill 
place  and  if  y«  town  and  miller  cannot  agree  to  be  prised  by  indefrent  men  in  tes, 
timony  of  my  complyance  with  y^  town  i  have  in  presents  of  y^  town  set  to  my  hand 

John  Hopkins 

The  matter  of  the  mill  place  being  settled,  as  a  part  of  the 
compromise,  probably,  the  following  vote  was  parsed : 

Att  the  same  meting  the  town  agree  by  uoat  to  tak  of  [off]  the  remainder  of  in- 
tail  mentlayd  one  John  hopkins  niedow  lot  [s  ?]  a  [and]  gife  hira  lefe  to  re[cord] 
it  to  him  self  as  his  one  [own].    [Town  Book,  p.  lu.3.] 

Tlie  word  "  lot,"  in  the  preceding  vote,  mnst,  I  think,  have 
been  intended  for  lots.  If  so,  it  is  fair  to  conclude  that  the 
pieces  referred  to  are  the  meadow  tracts,  one  of  three  acres  in 
Isaac's  Meadow  and  one  of  two  acres  in  Ilandcox's  Meadow, 
which  were  a  part  of  Dea.  Lankton's  allotments.  This  view  is 
strengthene<],  if  not  proved  to  be  the  correct  one,  by  the  fact 
that  soon  afterwards,  under  date  of  April  8,  1703,  the  two  lots 
in  question  were  recorded,  as  though  without  any  conditions, 
among  the  lands  belonging  to  John  Hopkins.  [L.  E.  Vol.  T,  p, 
.17.]    llie  mil]  lands,  proper,  are  recorded  by  themselves. 

Genuary:  2oth:  lTo|  y«  town  gaue  y*  mil!er  leaue  to  remoue  y*  8  acers  of  y" 
mill  lot  from  y*  pin  hool  and  take  it  where  it  suts  ouer  y«  mill  riuer 
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For  auglit  that  appears,  after  this,  for  a  considerable  time, 
matters  went  on  harmoniously  between  the  miller  and  the 
town,  the  one  ''grinding  corn,*'  and  the  other  bringing  ''curn 
suitable  to  grind,"  each  party  tlius  contributing  to  the  best 
good  of  the  other.  In  process  of  time,  however,  John  Hop- 
kins died  and  v\-a3  gathered  to  his  fathers,  having  been  tovrn 
miller  for  fifty  years.  His  executors  and  sons,  Stephen  and 
Timothy  Hopkins,  January  ITlh,  1732-3,  in  consideration  of 
£350,  conveyed  to  Jonathan  Baldwin.,  Jr.,  of  Milford,  all  their 
right  and  title  in  the  grist  mill  and  mill  place,  with  the  thirty 
acres  thereto  belonging,  lying  in  se\'eral  pieces,  viz,  fifteen 
acres  on  the  mill  plain,  eight  acres  on  the  Mad  Iliver  by  the 
common  fence,  two  acres  over  against  the  mill,  one  acre  on 
this  side  the  river  by  the  mill,  two  acres  in  Isaac's  Meadow 
on  the  east  side  the  brook,  and  two  acres  towards  the  upper 
end  of  Hancox  Meadow. "^^ 

For  many  years,  there  is  nothing  to  show  how  "  Jonathan 
Balwin,  Jr."  acquitted  himself  as  the  new  miller  ;  but  at  a  town 
meeting  held  Dec.  10th,  1753,  it  was  voted  to  raise  a  committee 
,  "  to  search  Into  the  scircumstances  of  the  mill  Land  and  see 
wdiat  Tittle  Mr.  Baldwin  has  to  said  Land,''  6zc.  At  another 
meeting,  held  Feb.  4,  1754,  the  following  action  was  taken  : 

After  some  considerable  Discourse  about  the  old  corn  mill  that  \va^  Mr. 
Hopkins  the  Question  was  put  to  the  Town  wheither  they  were  Easio  with  Mr, 
Jonathan  Baldwins  tendinjr  of  the  mill  It  appoarinz  to  them  that  the  most  of  tlie 
customers  had  not  their  Corn  Ground  Well — Voted  ihac  they  were  unea.-io  ana  .t. 
the  same  meeting  made  Choise  of  Capt  Sam^  Hiekcox  Lieut  John  ^covill 
Liut  Tho"  porter  a  Gommitte  to  treat  with  Mr.  Jonathan  Baldwin  and  his  son 
Jonathan  and  Learn  what  agreement  they  can  come  to. 

Quite  recently,  since  the  grist  mill  was  discontinued,  and 
the  site  and  water  privilege  devoted  to  other  uses,  questions 
arose,  on  the  part  of  certain  persons,  as  to  the  conditions  at- 
tached to  the  old  mill  grants,  and  the  effect  v.'hich  a  neglect  of 
these  would  have  on  the  titles  of  the  present  owners.  Some 
came  to  the  conclusion,  after  searching  the  records,  that  the 
mill  grants  had  been  forfeited  and  that  the  lands  reverted 
back  to  the  grantors,  the  original  proprietors  of  the  town,  their 
heirs  and  assigns.    This  conclusion,  if  established,  would  put 


*  Land  Records,  Vol.  IV,  p.  13. 
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into  the  possession  of  tlie  latter  a  large  anionnt  of  property 
within  the  present  city  limits,  including  mills,  factories,  water 
privileges  and  dwellings,  and  dispossessing  a  large  population 
of  their  estate.  As  the  inquiry  proceeded,  it  became  a  matter 
of  interest  to  know  what  the  mill  grants  were  and  what  lands 
were  included,  and  subjected  to  the  conditions. 
The  "  mill  lands,*'  so  called,  were  the  following : 
1.  The  tMrty  acres :^  These  were  granted  by  the  com- 
mittee of  the  General  Court,  in  1G79,  on  condition  that  the  mill 
be  maintained  foreyer,  as  we  have  seen.  It  does  not  a]']^ear 
that  this  land  was  "located''  by  the  committee.  Doubtless, 
the  proprietors  and  the  miller  were  left  to  settle  among  tliem- 
selyes  the  location,  and  thus  accommodate  their  mutual  con- 
yenience.  Xor  is  there  anything  to  show  that  the  land  was 
taken  up,  or  at  any  rate,  surveyed,  imm.ediately ;  indeed  the 
contrary  ap]>ears  in  regard  to  a  part  of  it ;  for  on  the  eighteenth 
of  March,  1701-2,  Stephen  Upson  and  Benjamin  Barnes  with 
the  town  measurer  were  appointed  a  committee  "  to  lay  out  the 
mill  lot  at  the  mill,  and  ^vhat  highways  are  needful  for  the 
mill."  The  mill  lot  here  alluded  to  is,  probably,  the  oiie  re- 
ferred to  in  the  following  extracts: 

March  y^=-=25=1704  y*  town  granted  y^  too  acers  of  y®  mill  land  to  be  layd 
out  to  gether  betwein  y«  highway  y'  leads  to  y«  mill  and  y®  highway  y'  is 
next  to  abraham  andruss  sn""  lot  if  it  he  there  to  be  had  not  prcgedl^ing  y« 
highway  but  takeing  y'  highway  betwein  where  yong  abraham  set  up  a  hous  and 
y«  riuer 

Oct.  26.  1713,  the  town  by  uot  agre  the  too  acrs  of  mill  land  laid  out  by  Leften- 
ant  Timothy  Standly  buting  on  the  mill  riuer  est  and  so  to  run  west  betwen  the 
hig  way  that  gose  from  the  town  to  the  mil  and  the  highway  that  gose  from  the 
town  to  the  mad  riuer  a  long  by  the  est  sid  of  Abraham  Andrus  hous  lot  it  buting 
also  west  on  a  high  way  that  gosc  from  the  corner  of  Thomas  warners  to  said 
Andruss  is  acsepted  and  determined  to  be  and  remain  part  of  the  thirty  acurs  of 
land  intaile  by  the  grand  comity.    [Town  Book,  p.  117.] 

The  piece  of  land  above  is  recorded,  Dec.  llth,  1713, 
among  the  mill  lands,  by  John  Hopkins,  then  clerk,  as  two 
acres  on  Mad  Kiver,  below  the  mill  dam,  south  on  higliway, 
that  goes  to  said  river,  north  on  highway  that  goes  from  the 
town  to  the  mill,  west  on  highway."  It  seems  to  haye  been 
the  land  immediately  below  the  old  mill  extending  down  the 
river  to  the  present  bridge  and  to  the  road  which  leads  to  it, 
reaching  west  to  Union  square  and  north  to  the  "mill  ]uith," 
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or  the  road  coming  from  the  town,  (Cole  street.)  In  tlie  sale, 
however,  to  Jonathan  Baklwin,  in  1732-3,  this  piece  is  called 
one  acre.  Perhaps  a  part  of  it  had  been  exchanged  for  other 
land. 

The  "  Mill  Plain"  lot  is  recorded  by  John  Hopkins,  in  1713, 
and  described  as  "  within  the  common  fence  southward  from 
part  of  Abraham  Andruss,  his  house  lot,"  butted  nortli  on 
common  fence,  west  on  Dr.  Porter,  John  Richards,  Timothy 
Stanley  and  common  land,  soutli  on  liighway,  east  on  xVbra- 
ham  Andruss  and  tlie  "  brow  of  the  hill." 

This  tract  of  land  lay  down  the  river  from  the  mill,  belov/ 
the  bridj;e  and  south  of  Union  street.  Abraham  Andruss'  lot 
of  three  and  a  half  acres  lay  between  it  and  the  river  and  the 
road  going  to  the  river.  It  extended  south  as  far  as  Liberty 
street,"  or  some  otlier  east  and  west  road,  and  west  to  the  hmds 
of  the  individuals  named.  It  appears  to  have  embraced  the 
entire  plain  at  the  north  end. 

The  "eight  acre  lot"  before  alluded  to  as  removed,  by 
consent,  from  Pine  Hole,  was  situated  on  the  east  side  the 
Mad  River,  opposite  Mill  Plain,  lying  between  tlie  Xew 
Haven  road,  (as  it  was  then  called, — Balwin  street,  on  tlie 
map,)  the  common  fence  and  the  river.  It  appears,  hov,  ever. 
not  to  have  extended  as  far  west  as  the  river,  but  to  have  Itecn 
four  rods  from  it  at  the  nearest  point,  on  the  lower  side,  whore 
it  met  the  common  fence.  It  is  described  on  the  same  pni;e 
of  the  record  as  the  other  pieces  as  lying  "over  Mill  River 
southward  from  the  town,  butted  west  on  common  fenc*-. 
southerly  on  common  land,  easterly  and  westerly  on  highway.'' 

Another  piece  still,  of  two  acres,  lay  on  the  east  side  of  tlie 
river,  north  of  the  crossing,  "  over  against  the  mill," 

These  four  pieces,  containing  in  all  twenty-seven  acres,  are 
recorded  by  John  Hopkins,  for  the  tirst  time,  apparently,  in 
1713,  and  are  described  as  the  mill  lands,  belonging  to  the 
thirty  acres.    The  remaining  two  acres  are  not  recorded.  But 


*  Liberty  sireet  is  recorded  as  having  been  laid  out,  Sep.  23d,  1S05,  through  Co!.  Wm.  Lesv- 
euwortii's  land,  called  the  Mill  PLiin,  to  the  grist  mill  at  the  place  of  the  Hotchkiss  &  >i!efrinian 
Manufacturing  Co.,  two  and  a  half  rods  wide  and  thirty-two  ruds  in  length.  There  i'J  no  rtir-ii- 
tion  of  a  previous  road.  At  that  time,  the  high  level  ground,  down  as  far  as  the  bri<lge  on  the 
present  Xew  Haven  road,  was  called  Mill  Plain,  though  the  mill  land  could  not  have  extend- 
ed so  far  south  or  west. 
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in  the  conveyance  to  Jonathan  Baldwin,  two  other  pieces  are 
enumerated,  each  of  two  acres,  one  in  Isaac's  Meadow,  (at 
Isaac's  Meadow  bars,)  and  the  other  in  llancox's  Meadow, 
while  the  two  acre  piece  below  tlie  mill  dam  "  is  called  one 
acre,  making  in  all  thirty  acres  quit  claimed  to  Baldwin. 

The  two  pieces  of  land  in  Isaac's  Meadow  and  in  Han  cox's 
Meadow,  I  suppose  to  be  the  same  as  those  which  came  from 
Dea.  Lankton's  propriety,  and  which  were  at  first  "  entailed  to 
the  mill,"  and  then  (Sep.  1702)  the  "entailment  taken  off" 
by  the  town.  And  yet,  previous  to  Baldwin's  purchase,  the 
lot  in  Isaac's  Meadow  ("  easterly  on  the  brook  [Steel's]  west- 
erly on  the  hill")  had  been  called  three  acres,  instead  of  two, 
as  mentioned  in  the  deed  to  Baldwin,  i^or  do  I  know  why  the 
two  tracts  in  question  should  be  named  as  a  part  of  the  thirty 
acres.  Tlie  act  of  1 687  would  seem  to  imply  that  they  were 
distinct  from,  and  additional  to,  the  latter. 

2.  The  mill ])lace.  There  is  no  record  to  show  who  were  the 
grantors  of  the  mill  site  and  mill  privilege  ;  but  as  the  title, 
or  rather  the  nght  to  grant,  was  in  the  committee  at  the  time 
the  mill  was  erected,  it  is  fair  to  conclude  that  they  were  tlie 
grantors.  ISTor  does  it  appear  what  conditions,  if  any,  were 
originally  attached  to  the  grant.  The  action  of  the  town,  how- 
ever, in  1702,  taken  in  connec'ion  with  the  agreement  signed 
by  Hopkins,  proves  that  there  were  conditions.  Tliis  agree- 
ment between  the  parties,  :  will  be  remembered,  put  the  mill 
place  on  the  same  (or  sim  ir)  footing  as  tlie  other  mill  lauds. 
The  mill  place  was  "  to  remain  to  the  miller  and  his  heirs  for- 
ever, he  maintaining  a  mill  to  do  the  town's  work  f^i-ever  ; 
but  if  the  miller  fail  to  maintain  a  mill,  the  mill  ]/lace  to  re- 
turn to  the  town  and  privileges  of  it,  only  they  are  to  give  y^ 
miller  a  reasonable  price  for  what  is  his  own  on  the  mill 
place."  It  is  not  clear  that  the  town  or  proprietors  had  any 
right,  either  inherent  or  conferred  by  the  town  patent,  to  change, 
or  consent  to  a  change,  of  the  conditions  of  an  original  grant  of 
the  committee  ;  but  perhaps  no  change  was  designed,  but  only 
a  declaration  of  what  was  the  original  intention.  It  will  be 
noticed  that  the  kind  of  mill  to  be  maintained,  whether  a  corn 
mill,  a  saw  mill,  or  a  rolling  mill  is  not  mentioned.  Town 
meeting"  and  "town"  are  eniployed,  according  to  the  custom 
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of  the  time,  for  proprietors' meeting  and  proprietors  of  the  town  ; 
but  these  mistakes,  in  common  with  others  of  the  same  sort, 
were  corrected  by  the  statute  of  1723. 

There  is  no  sufficient  evidence  to  show  that  the  conditions 
of  any  of  the  mill  grants,  even  those  attached  to  the  mill  place 
itself,  required  that  the  mill  should  be  maintained  wliere  it 
was  first  erected.  For  aught  that  appears,  Hopkins,  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  would  not  have  forfeited  the  grants,  had  he  or  they 
suflered  the  old  mill  to  go  to  decay,  and  erected  a  new  one 
somewdiere  else,  up  or  down  the  river,  or  in  any  other  place 
not  inconveniently  remote,  running  it  by  such  power  as  was  at 
hand — water,  wind,  steam  or  horse  power.  If  any  one  of 
those  who  subsequently  held  a  part  of  the  entailed  property, 
however  small,  had  chosen  to  do  this,  the  old  mill  being  neg- 
lected, that  act,  it  appears  to  me,  would  have  fulfilled  the  con- 
ditions and  kept  alive  all  the  grants. 

Tlie  question  has  been  asked — and  it  seemed  at  one  time 
to  be  a  question  of  some  importance — to  whom  would  the 
mill  Lands  revert  in  case  of  a  forfeiture  ^  Undoubtedly,  to  the 
State,  unless  the  State  has  in  some  way  parted  with  its  rights. 
The  title  to  all  the  territory  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  at  the 
time  of  the  grants,  was  in  the  "Governor  and  Company,**  de- 
rived by  letters  patent"  from  the  king  of  England.  The  com- 
mittee for  the  settlement  of  Mattatuck  represented  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Company — the  colonial  government — and  acted  by 
thel  authority.  Grants,  conditions  and  reservations  made  by 
then  who  were  mere  agents,  were  as  if  made  by  the  princi- 
pal—  .he  government.  All  the  benefits  of  forfeiture,  there- 
fore, would  accrue  to  the  Colony  or  State. 

But  was  there  no  chancre  wrouf^ht  in  the  riirhts  of  the  2"ov- 
ernment  by  the  town  patents,  or  acts  of  incorporation  i  That 
of  1686  may  be  equivocal  in  its  phraseology  ;  but  that  of  17'20 
seems  to  me  clear  and  explicit.  The  latter  instrument  declares 
that  "  we  the  Governor  and  Company  *'  "  have  granted  remised, 
released  and  quit  claimed"  to  the  inhabitants,  proprietors  of 
Waterbury,  ''all  the  abovesaid  tract  of  land,"  (having  de- 
scribed the  boundaries.)  ''wdth  all  the  buildings,  fences,  woods, 
stones,"  c^c,  "with  the  rights,  members,  appurtenances,  liere- 
ditaments  and  the  reversion  and  reversions,  remainder  and  re- 
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maiiulers,  to  them  their  lieirs  and  assigns  forever,  according  to 
their  several  grants,  proportions,  shares,  riglits  and  interests 
in  of  and  unto  the  hinds  above  described,  to  be  distino^ui^hed  ac- 
cording  to  their  several  descents,  devises,  grants,  divisions, 
agreements  and  purchases,  as  of  record  appearetli,  and  by  the 
reeords  of  said  town  of  Waterburj  may  be  seen,"  Occ,  ike. 

Tims,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  State  has  divested  itself  of  all 
its  rights,  reversionary  and  other,  in  the  lands  of  ancient 
Waterbnry,  and  has  made  over  its  whole  title,  of  whatever 
kind,  to  the  proprietors.  All  original  grants,  therefore,  incum- 
bered with  conditions  which  have  been  disregarded,  till  a  for- 
feiture has  been  w^rought,  would  seem  to  be  the  property  of 
the  proprietors.  This  is  the  apparent  condition  of  tlie  mill 
lands.  Before  the  ''mill  place  and  privileges"  however,  can 
go  into  new  hands,  their  present  owners  must  be  paid  a 
reasonable  price  for  what  is  their  own  on  the  place,*'  according 
to  the  agreement  of  1702,  and  if  the  parties  cannot  "agree 
[the  property  is]  to  be  appraised  by  indifferent  men." 

Such  are  the  views  of  the  writer,  but  as  he  is  no  lawyer  and 
no  expert  in  snch  matters,  he  may  labor  nnder  some  funda- 
mental error. 

I  have  said  that  questions  arose  as  to  the  effect  which  a 
discontinuance  of  the  mill  nuu't  have  on  the  old  mill  grants. 
Several  meetings  were  held  in  1S49  and  1S50,  and  committees 
appointed,  at  different  times,  to  investigate  the  subject.  April 
2d,  1850,  Edmund  E.  Davis,  Isaiah  Dunbar,  David  Chattield 
and  Josiah  Culver  were  chosen  "a  committee  to  examine  into 
the  right  the  proprietors  have  to  ScovilFs  mill  seat  which  was 
formerly  granted  to  Stephen  Hopkins."  These  meetings,  how- 
ever, and  some  subsequent  ones,  seem  to  have  been  informal ; 
when  some  of  those  opposed  to  the  farther  agitation  of  the  sub- 
ject thought  it  worth  while  to  move.  A  special  meeting, 
purporting  to  be  legally  warned,  was  held  Jan.  4th,  IS 61, 
when  it  was  voted  "  to  bargain,  sell  and  convey  all  the  right, 
title  and  interest  that  the  proprietors  of  the  ancient  town  of 
VTaterbury  have  to  any  of  the  undivided  lands  holden  or  pos- 
sessed by  individuals  given  or  granted  on  condition,"  etc. 
Samuel  H.  Kettleton,  Silas  Hoadley  and  Josiah  Iline  were 
chosen  a  committee    to  release  and  convey,"  6cc. 
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At  an  adjourned  meeting  held  tlie  25lli  day  of  January, 
1S51,  the  committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  ma-.jo  a  iv 
portj  the  result  of  their  investigations.  They  rucapitnlatc 
some  of  the  facts  which  have  already  been  mentioticd  c**n- 
cerning  the  old  mill  grants,  at  the  same  time  overlooking 
others  of  material  importance.    They  then  go  on  to  say  : 

And  we  further  find  that  from  that  date  said  lands  have  been  reguh-rhirly  con- 
veyed from  one  person  to  another  down  to  the  present  occupants,  some  by  deeds 
of  quit  claim  and  some  by  deeds  of  warranty,  without  any  reservations  iu  the  same 
and  warranting  against  all  claims  whatsoever  and  free  from  all  eouditions,  and 
that  iu  some  of  the  deeds  of  the  mill  lands  as  then  called,  the  mill  and  privileL-e 
are  named  as  a  separate  part  of  the  property  and  distinct  from  the  same. 

And  we  further  find  that  from  the  long  lapse  of  time  and  the  course  of  con- 
veyances of  said  property  and  the  impossibility  of  now  determining  the  prcci-e 
location  of  the  said  lands — we  recommend  that  the  subject  is  not  deserving  of  fur- 
ther attention,  and  for  the  purpose  of  quieting  all  further  agitation  on  the  subject — 
we  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  two,  in  lieu  of  the  one  api>Mi:i;' 
ed  at  the  last  meeting,  to  release  to  any  of  the  present  ownet  s  of  said  prnj  ei  ty 
or  [of]  any  other  property,  any  riglits  that  tlie  ancient  proprietors  may  have  to 
lands  heretofore  granted  upon  condition  as  aforesaid — 

We  also  find  that  the  grant  of  said  lands  was  from  the  State  [Colony]  of  Cmiier- 
ticut  instead  of  the  ancient  proprietors,  and  if  there  is  any  reversionary  inti-re-t  ms 
to  said  lands,  the  title  is  in  the  State  of  Connecticut  instead  of  the  ancient  piotir;- 
etors  of  Waterbury. 

This  report  was  accepted  by  a  vote  of  twenty-one  to  ten. 
In  the  affirmative  were  Daniel  Upson,  Thomas  Helton.  A\'ih 
liam  II.  Scovill,  James  M.  L.  ScovilhE.  F.  Merrill,  Aaron  I'en- 
edict,  John  Thomson,  John  S.  Ivingsbuiy,  Garry  MorrilL  S. 
W.  Hall,  "William  Ilickox,  John  Buckingliam,  S.  M.  Bucking- 
ham, Edward  S.  Clark,  Charles  D.  Kingsbury,  Miles  Xewtnn. 
Willard  Spencer,  Eldad  Bradley,  Anson  Bronson,  F.  W.  Car- 
ter, Sherman  Ilickox. 

In  the  negative  were  Isaiah  Dunbar,  George  X.  Fritcliard. 
Horace  Foot,  David  Chatfield,  Thomas B.  Davis,  Alonzo  AIKti, 
David  C.  Adams,  Enos  Chatfield,  Josiah  Culver,  David  M. 
Pritchard. 

In  pursuance  of  the  recommendation  of  the  report,  a  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  Willard  Spencer  and  John  P.  Elton,  were 
appointed  ''for,  and  in  the  name  andbelialf  of  the  proprietor.-^ 
of  the  common  and  undivided  lands  of  the  ancient  town  of 
Waterbury,  to  release  and  convey  by  proper  deeds  of  convey- 
ance to  the  present  owner  or  owners  of  any  lands  known  as 
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tlio  mill  lands  and  all  others  lieretofore  given  or  granted  on 
conditions  by  a  committee  appointed  by  the  State  [Colony]  of 
Connecticut,  or  by  any  subsequent  committee  or  committees 
of  the  ancient  town  [or  proprietors  ^]  of  Waterbury  all  the 
rights,  titles  and  interests  tliat  the  said  proprietors  may  or 
ought  to  have  thereto,  also  to  release  and  discharge  said 
lands  from  said  conditions.'' 

This  is  the  important  vote.  The  record  says  it  passed,  but 
the  number  of  voters  or  votes,  (or  the  names  of  those  who 
voted,)  is  not  given.  It  does  not  appear  whether  all  the  per- 
sons whose  names  appear  in  the  first  vote,  and  wdio  may  have 
been  in  the  last,  were  proprietors.  It  does  not  appear  that  the 
votes  were  counted  according  to  each  man's  propriety,  or  in- 
terest in  the  common  lands,  as  the  old  statute  directed,  and 
as  was  the  ancient  custom.  Xor  does  it  appear  that  those 
deriving  their  rights  from  bachelor  proprietors,  who  (by  the  ex- 
press terms  of  the  grant  which  made  them  such,  were  denied 
a  voice  in  "  giving  away  lands  were  excluded  from  the  vote. 
But  the  question  on  the  acceptance  of  the  report  was  not  a 
material  one. 

It  is  clear  that  the  proprietoi's  have  no  power  to  release 
and  discharge  lands"  from  conditions  that  were  imposed  by 
the  Colony  or  its  committee;  though  they  may  undoubtedly 

release  and  convey,"  or  quit  claim,  lands  to  which  they  have 
ac*piired  a  title  in  consequence  of  a  forfeiture  of,  or  a  non 
compliance  with,  the  conditions  imposed  by  said  Colony  or 
committee. 

The  minority  of  course  were  not  pleased  with  the  course 
which  had  been  pursued  at  this  meeting,  and  particularly  with 
the  powers  given  to  the  deeding  committee."  They  ques- 
tioned the  rights  of  certain  persons  who  had  been  permitted 
to  act  and  vote,  and  disputed  the  legality  of  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding, 6cc, 

Grist  mills  in  a  new  settlement  are  soon  followed  by  scna 
mills.  I  am  unable  to  say  when  or  wdiere  the  first  saw  mill 
in  Waterbury  w^as  erected.  There  was  one  existing  in  IO'^'n 
for  the  path  that  leads  to  the  saw  mill  "  is  spoken  of  Jan.  od, 
16SG,  (10S6-T.)  I  suspect,  but  I  do  not  certainly  know,  that 
the  mill  thus  referred  to  stood  where  the  Waterbury  Knitting 
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Companj  now  cany  on  business,  wliere  one  was  in  being  at 
tlie  time  the  factory  was  erected,  and  where  tlie  writer,  in 
earlj  lite,  sawed  logs.  I  find  as  early  as  ITOi,  that  a  b^t,  at 
this  point,  of  four  acres,  owned  by  Jeremiah  and  Joshua  Peck, 
and  fronting  on  Cherry  street,  (now  so  called,)  was  bounded 
west  on  a  passage,"  which  I  suppose  to  haye  been  the  same  as 
that  which  still  exists,  coming  down  from  the  north,  along 
which  loo's  were  drawn  to  the  mill.  This  lot  was  called  in 
174:6,  Lieut.  Bronson's  saw  mill  lot."  Whether  this  mill  was 
referred  to  in  the  following  grant,  April  6th,  1T02,  I  am  uiuible 
with  certainty  to  say. 

Stephen  Upson  had  a  grant  of  land  between  Bronson's  path  that  goes  to  his 
boggy  meadow  and  the  path  that  goes  over  the  meadow  to  the  saw  mill. 

A  meadow  called  Bronson's  Meadow,  in  172^1:,  was  on  tlie 
east  side  of  the  brook,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  supposed 
saw  mill. 

There  was  a  saw  mill  on  ]\rad  Eiver,  near  the  Farmington 
road,  which  is  referred  to  March  2S,  1695,  which  I  supj,)0.-e 
not  to  be  the  same  as  that  alluded  to  in  16S6.  or  in  1702. 

After  grist  mills  and  saw  mills  have  been  provided  fur  a 
new  to^vmhip.  fulling  viills  are  thought  of  f^r  the  purpose  of 
fulling  and  dressing  cloth  for  wearing  apparel.  Cloth  is  more 
easily  transported  to  distant  mills  than  grain  or  logs  ;  still,  as 
the  farmers  of  new  countries  expect  to  pay  for  what  they  buy 
by  the  products  of  their  farms,  which  are,  for  the  most  part, 
too  heavy  for  convenient  transport,  it  is  very  desirable  to  have 
mills  for  this  as  well  as  for  other  machine-work,  near  at  hand. 
The  people  of  Waterbury  gave  this  matter  their  early  consid- 
eration. 

[Jan  20,  1692.1  Thare  was  sequesterd  the  great  brook  from  edmun  scots  lot 
down  to  sanuiell  hickox  jr  lot  for  to  build  a  fulling  mill. 

It  was  thus  sequestered,  or  set  apart,  that  it  might  not  be 
taken  up  by  those  in  search  of  desirable  places  where  they 
might  "locate"  their  grants  or  divisions,  thus  becoming  indi- 
vidual property.  The  design  was  to  reserve  it  to  be  given,  f>r 
disposed  of,  to  some  person  who  would  erect  and  maintain  a 
fulling  mill.  Wliether  the  portion  of  the  brook  thus  set  aj-art 
was  above  or  below  the  Knitting  Company's  factory,  I  cannot 
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say.  I  am  not  aAvare  that  a  fulling  mill  existed  upon  tins 
stream  early,  thongli  there  may  haye  been  one.  The  earliest 
mention  of  such  a  mill  on  Great  Brook  which  I  haye  met  with 
is  in  April,  1737,  when  jSTathan  Prindle  sold  to  Xathaniel  Ar- 
nold a  fulling  mill,  which  stood  on  the  Buck's  Hill  road  near 
the  site  of  the  old  Clock  Factory  of  the  late  Mark  Leayen- 
worth,  (AYaterbury  Knitting  Co.,  on  the  map.)  Tlie  mill  then 
standinof  must  haye  been  built  between  172S  and  1732. 

The  lirst  fulling  mill  known  to  haye  been  built  in  AYater- 
bury,  was  on  Fulling  Mill  Brook,  at  Judd's  Meadow,  now 
iS'augatuck.  I  suppose  this  mill,  then  about  to  be  built,  is 
referred  to  in  the  following  passage,  and  that  Daniel  Y^arner's 
Brook  is  the  same  as  that  which  was  afterwards  called  Fulling 
Mill  Brook,  the  mill  o-iyinf^  its  name  to  the  stream. 

JIarch  G'^,  1709-10,  tbc  proprietors  granted  to  Samuel  Hiekox  the  Liberty  of 
that  Stream  called  daniel  Worner's  Brook  from  the  East  side  of  the  going  over 
the  s*^  Brook.  Any  place  for  Conveniancy  of  Doming  So  Long  as  he  Shall  main- 
tain A  fulling  mill  and  Conveniency  of  Land  to  pass  and  dry  Cloth. 

Samuel  Ilickox,  2d,  died  June  3d,  1713,  and  after  his  death, 
one  of  his  sons  is  spoken  of  as  haying  had  land  laid  out 
"  where  his  father  built  a  fulling  mill."  Samuel  Hickox.  then, 
had  a  mill,  which  was  erected  before  1713,  and  proljably  after 

1709,  on  the  brook  where  he  lived,  called  Fulling  Mill  Brook. 
Dr.  Trumbull,  in  his  History  of  Connecticut,  renuirks  tliat 
there  was  but  one  clothier  in  the  Colony,  in  1713.  In  refer- 
ence to  this  statement,  ]\[r.  Cothren,  in  his  History  of  Ancient 
Woodbury,  ( Yol.  I,  p.  73,)  remarks,  that  if  the  assertion  is 
true,  which  he  has  no  reason  to  doubt,  ^Yoodbury  was  the 
location  of  the  tirst  clothier,"  Abraham  Fulford  haying  es- 
tablished himself  there  and  built  a  fulling  mill  previous  to 
that  time.  Dr.  Trumbull,  who  quotes  as  his  autliorit}',  ^'  An- 
swers to  questions  from  the  Lords  of  Trade  and  Plantations, 

1710,  "  was  doubtless  mistaken.  In  all  probability,  there  were 
many  clothiers  and  fulling  mills  in  the  Colony  at  the  period 
named. 
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CII  APTEE  YIIL 

ROADS,  BRIDGES,  kc. 

All  new  settlements  suffer  miicli  inconvenience  and  priva- 
tion for  want  of  roads.  To  make  good,  or  even  passable 
roads,  requires  much  time,  labor  and  expense — sacrifices  tliat 
new  settlers  can  ill  afford.  And  yet,  civilization  cannot  go 
on — cannot  even  be  preserved — without  them.  Of  C'T'urse, 
men  will  first  build  those  roads  which  are  most  needed — 
whicli  best  serve  to  connect  them  with  the  world  whicli  ihev 
have  left — with  its  people,  its  institutions,  its  machinerv  and 
its  markets. 

Tlie  first  planters  of  Mattatuck  found  it  conveiiierit  and 
necessary  to  keep  a  constant  communication  with  Farniinir- 
ton.  The  Farmington  road  was  the  first  that  was  opened.  It 
was  doubtless,  for  a  time,  a  mere  horse  path,  and  was  in  a 
very  imperfect  state  for  many  years.  In  its  general  course, 
it  ran  nearly  east  from  the  village,  along  just  north  of  Si/ecta- 
cle  Pond,  (at  the  junctir>n  of  the  new  plank  road  and  tlie  old 
Cheshire  road.)  It  crossed  P>eaver  Pond  (ITog  Pound)  Brook 
a  little  distance  from  its  mouth,  passed  north  of  Beaver  Pond 
through  East  Farms,  occupying  a  position  near  the  present 
road.  At  the  east  end  it  came  out  just  at  the  boundary  line 
between  Farmington  and  AYallingford,  (now  Wolcott  and 
Cheshire.)  There  is  no  early  survey  of  it  on  record.  Our 
whole  knowledge  respecting  it  is  gathered  from  land  surveys, 
votes,  etc.,  in  which  it  is  incidentally  mentioned.  Tliougli  a 
vote  was  passed  in  1702,  ordering  that  all  surveys  of  higli- 
ways  should  be  recorded,  this  was  not  done  till  1716  and  af- 
terwards. 

In  May,  1731,  an  "upper  road  to  Farmington"  was  in  ex- 
istence, in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  town,  at  a  place  called 
Poland.  Lands  at  Ash  Swamp  were  situated  on  this  road.  It 
was  probably  a  continuation  of  the  Bucks  Hill  road. 
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There  is  a  record  of  a  survey  of  a  liigliway  "  from  Farming- 
ton  bounds  to  the  town/'  bearing  date  Feb.  9th,  1754,  which 
seems  to  be  the  old  road  which  has  been  described,  though 
this  fact  is  not  alluded  to.  It  began  at  Farmingttni  south- 
west corner,"  and  terminated  in  tlie  village  at  Ebenezer 
Bronson's  and  John  Scovill's  corners,  butting,  as  it  passed 
through  the  town,  ''on  each  side  on  Trends  of  each  man's 
home  lot  as  it  is  now  fenced,  the  boundaries  of  said  highway 
being  set  at  y«  corner  of  each  man's  lot."  Distances  are  men- 
tioned in  this  survey,  and  the  general  direction,  but  not  the 
points  of  the  compass. 

In  lOSG,  Xew  Haven  and  Mattatuck  were  ordered  by  the 
General  Court  to  make  a  road  between  the  two  places  as 
speedily  as  the  work  could  be  conveniently  done.  It  was  soon 
after  alluded  to  on  the  town  record  as  our  road  that  leads  to 
JS'ew  Haven,"  and  land  was  laid  out  on  it,  at  Judd's  Meadow, 
in  Jan.  1G90-1.  It  was  the  second  road  connecting  Water- 
bury  with  the  other  settlements.  Its  commencement  was  at 
Mill  River.  It  ran  in  the  direction  of  Baldwin  street,  continu- 
ing along  upon  the  high  ground  on  the  east  side  of  Xaugatuck 
River,  and  some  distance  from  it,  passing  a  little  east  of  the 
old  burying  yard  at  Judd's  Meadow.  It  was  used  as  the  road 
to  Judd's  Meadow  till  1721,  (^vhen  a  highway  on  the  west  side 
of  the  river  was  built,)  and  as  the  road  to  New  Haven  till  the 
present  turnpike  was  constructed,  about  1S02. 

In  June,  171G,  there  was  a  survey  of  the  "  country  rc-ad"  to 
New  Haven  by  Serg.  Ste])hen  Upson  and  Abrani  Andruss, 
which  is  recorded.  It  began  "  at  the  paith  that  goeth  over 
the  river  a  letel  westward  of  the  mill,"  ''at  the  mouth  of  the 
mill  treanch,"  and  ended  at  the  Xew  Haven  bounds.  The 
road  ran  apparently  wliere  the  old  one  did.  The  survey  nf  the 
New  Haven  road  is  the  first  which  is  recorded.  Distances 
and  points  of  compass  are  not  mentioned,  and  little  can  now 
be  learned  from  it. 

The  third  road  running  out  of  Waterbury,  chronologically 
speaking,  was  the  Woodbury  road.  It  is  mentioned  inei'len- 
tally  as  early  as  16>)7,  tliough  it  could  not  have  been  iiiuch 
used  at  that  time.  After  the  breaking  out  of  the  Frencli  and 
Indian  wars,  which  followed  the  English  Revolution,  this  be- 
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came  a  more  important  and  more  frequently  traveled  road. 
It  connected  Woodburj  with  Hartford  and  tlie  river  towns. 
It  was  made  nse  of,  it  is  believed,  to  communicate  with  Al- 
bany and  the  miiitarv  posts  lying  north  of  that  place.  Tlie 
TVaterbury  people,  in  their  petition  to  the  General  Court  for 
assistance  in  building  tiieir  new  meeting  house  in  161)1,  Nvhile 
enumerating  their  burdens,  speak  of  the  trouble  and  expense 
of  "  the  soldiers  passing  to  and  fro  and  their  often  entertain- 
ments." xVfter  Mr.  Peck  was  disabled  by  illness,  the  iiduib- 
itants  of  ^^aterbury  went  by  this  road  to  Woodbury  to  ob- 
tain baptism  for  their  children.  It  passed  up  the  Wesr,  Side 
hill  nearly  where  the  present  road  runs  across  Breakneck 
Hill,  north  of  the  pond,  in  Middlebury. 

In  June,  1720,  Isaac  Bronson,  Timothy  Standly  and  Thomas 
Judd  laid  out  a     rode  towards  Woodbury,"  commencing  at 

tlie  weste  bars,"  being  twenty  rods  wide  for  a  distance  u])  tlie 
hill,  running  by  Isaac  Bronson's  farm  (at  Breakneck)  an;! 
ending  at  the  going  down  of  Wolfpit  Hill  to  tlie  Bridg 
Brook  at  Woodbury  bounds."  At  what  points  this  mad  de- 
viated from  the  old  one,  I  am  unable  to  say.  ''The  old  path  " 
is  referred  to  in  only  one  instance. 

In  Dec.  1TC6,  there  was  a  resurvey  of  the  Woodbury  road, 
commencing  at  Obadiah  Scovill's  (now  Mrs.  Bennet  Bronson's) 
corner,  (being  four  rods  and  eleven  feet  from  Andrew  Bron- 
son's corner  opposite,)  and  running  one  hundred  and  se^•enty- 
six  rods  to  tlie  bridge,  the  highway  being  three  ro<]s  wide. 
On  the  other  side  of  the  river,  the  road  was  eleven  rods  wide, 
and  on  the  hill,  twenty  rods  wide.  The  old  river  crossing  was 
some  ten  rods  below  the  present  bridge. 

The  road  to  Bucks  Hill  was  next  in  order.  Feb  25t]i,  1702- 
3,  ''  Sergt.  Bronson  and  Ens.  Stanley  were  appointed  a  c<:>m- 
mittee  to  lay  out  a  highway  from  y^  highway  at  y  t'-wn  to 
Bucks  Hill  and  a  passage  from  Bucks  Hill  to  y*  common  fenc  at 
Hancox  Meadow  and  one  to  Ash  Swamp."  Another  committee, 
consisting  of  Doct.  Warner  and  Bichard  Wilton,  were  cliosen 
to  lay  out  a  road  to  Bucks  Hill,  in  1715.  But  there  is  no  rec- 
ord of  a  survey  at  either  of  these  times;  but  in  172-1,  Epliraim 
Warner  and  John  Bronson  "  laid  out  a  highway  to  Bucks  II ilk 
beginning  at  the  Claypits,  [west  corner  of  iS'orth  Main  and 
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Grove,]  six  rods  \vide  where  tlie  path  no^y  is,"  and  running  to 
Edmund  Scott's  pasture,  then  twenty  rods  wide  to  Obadiali 
Scott's  house,  thence  in  the  path  to  the  east  end  of  Bucks  Hill 
to  Hichard  Welton's  house,  thence  northward  in  a  path  to 
Hancox  Brook  Meadow. 

The  foUowing  town  vote  rehites  to  the  continuation  of  AVil- 
low  street,  up  the  hill  north  of  Mrs.  Bennet  Bronson's  dweHing. 
It  is  the  earliest  formal  record  concerninir  a  hiirhwav  out- 
side  of  the  original  town  plot. 

Oct.  26.  1713,  at  atown  meting  the  town  detcrmln  that  the  hisxhwdv  to  run 
northward  by  the  common  fens  from  .John  scouils  on  the  est  sid  of  the  fens  shal  be 
the  sam  breth  [breadth]  as  tis  a  gainst  said  scouils  lot  till  it  corns  to  the  extent 
of  said  scouils  land  estward  from  the  fens. 

A  hlghwav  towards  AYesthurv  tlirough  the  common  field 
was  laid  out  by  Xathaniel  Arnold  and  Thomas  Barnes,  in 
Nov.  1729.  It  began  at  the  road  on  the  hill  against  Manlian 
Meadow,"  (where  the  h.uise  marked  Timothy  Church  stands,) 
and  "  continued  twenty  foot  wide  as  the  path  now  goes  '  to  the 
upper  end  of  Manhan  Meadow."^  It  then  crossed  the  river  and 
bore  westward  and  northward  across  Steel's  Meadow  to  Steel's 
Plain  east  of  J.  G.  Brcaison's  house.  This  road  was  subse- 
quently changed  at  its  commencement  near  tlie  village,  so  as 
to  besrin  at  "  the  country  road  that  goetli  to  Woodbury  before 
we  cmue  to  Manhan  Meadow  Hill."  crossing  the  plain  and  a 
small  brook,  and  continuing  on  the  hill  side,  near  where  the 
present  road  runs.  At  the  other  end,  or  Steel's  Plain,  it  was 
continued  west  and  north,  at  tlie  fout  of  the  hill  up  Steel's 
Brook  and  on  the  west  side,  and  so  on  to  Scott  mil],  "Wooster 
Swamp  and  the  village,  in  the  northern  and  northwestern  part 
of  We>tbury. 

That  part  of  the  present  ATatertf)wn  road  which  is  next  to 
the  covered  bridge  was  not  laid  out  till  Xoveniber,  1753. 
It  began  three  rods  from  the  top  of  the  river  bank,  and  /an 

♦  In  tlict'3  Indian  Bible,  Munhan,  Manhan,  Mannahan  ^Mannahan,  &c.,  are  the  Indian 
words  for  an  island.  Manhattan,  the  Indian  name  of  New  York  Island,  is  doubtless  the 
game  word  ia  another  dialect.  There  are  indications,  (or  used  to  be,)  that  Manhan  Meadow 
was  once  an  island,  and  that  a  part  of  the  river,  at  no  very  distant  period,  ran  down  upon  the 
east  side  next  the  hill  in  the  course  of  the  canal  of  the  Water  Power  Co.,  and  so  cnntiriijing 
through  the  old  Long  Cove  and  along  the  line  of  the  Naugatuck  railroad  till  it  met  tlie  Great 
Brook.  This  was  low  ground,  and  throughout  its  extent  there  was,  in  the  writer's  oieniury, 
a  chain  of  miniature  lakes  or  ponds. 
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"northward  forty  four  rods  to  a  lieep  of  stones  three  rods  fr-'ni 
the  bank  on  the  west  side  of  Eronson's  Ishjnd."  It  tlien  ran  a 
little  more  eastward  nine  rods  to  an  apple  tree  three  i'ods  from 
the  river  hank  ;  then  northward  one  hnndred  and  tldrteen 
rods  to  a  rock  three  rods  from  the  top  of  the  river  bank,  bound- 
ing east  on  said  bank  ;  tlien  a  little  west  of  north  twenty  rods : 
then  northward,"' in  all,  one  hundred  and  ninety -four  roils, 
terminating  at  a  lieap  of  stones  '^between  Jose|)h  Eronson's 
and  Obadiah  Eichards''  at  "the  passage  that  comes  from 
Tompkins  to  Isaac's  Meadow.'' 

From  the  description  of  tliis  road,  it  would  seem  that  tlie 
river  above  the  bridge  (or  a  branch  of  it)  at  the  date  mention- 
ed, ran  down  across  tlie  mead(,>w  three  rods  from  the  liighAvay. 
The  road  was  designed  to  give  the  AVestbury  people  and  tL(!se 
living  north  up  the  river,  access  to  the  lower  bridge. 

In  Dec.  1T21,  there  was  a  highway  laid  out  to  Jiidd's 
Meadow,"^  on  the  west  side  of  the  river.  It  began  at  L<"»r!g 
Meadow  bars  and  passed  down  the  river  a  distance,  tlien  ovcm- 
the  hill  and  acr-iss  Hop  Erook,  and  ended  at  Joseph  Lewis' 
home  lot. 

To  reach  this  road,  people  went  in  at  the  south  meadow 
gate,  followed  the  course  of  the  present  turnpike  to  the  lower 
end  of  Mad  ]Meadow,  and  crossed  tlie  Xaugatuck  Eiver  at  tluj 
"Long  ^leadovr  riding  place,"  at  the  foot  of  Eenedict  and 
Eurnham  Manufacturiiig  C-:)*srace  way. 

The  river  road  to  Plymouth  (now  called)  did  not  exist  at  an 
early  period.  There  was  one,  however,  laid  out  on  the  v\-e-t 
side  Deceml>er.  1735,  from  Steehs  Plain  northward  to  Er.ck's 
Meadow  ^Mountain,  for  the  accommodation,  of  the  inliabiratits 
living  in  that  direction.  On  the  east  side  of  the  Xangatuck, 
there  was  the  pent  road  to  the  upper  end  of  Manhan  j[eadow. 
From  this  }>oinL.  it  was  extended  (at  a  very  early  date,  doulit- 
less)  to  Ilancox  Meadow,  for  the  accommod;ition  of  the  farm- 
ers. Tliere  was  a  passage  aljove  for  tliose  living  upon  tho 
river,  north  ;  for  in  1738,  it  was  stated  by  tlie  people  of  Xorrh- 


*  March  2tU]i,  IC'J9.  "Abraham  Andrus?,  Sen.,  John  Warner,  Sen.,  and  John  il'-.i^kms  were 
cho*en  a  committer  to  lay  ont  a  passage  to  Judd's  Meadow." 

Where 't  wa?  proposed  that  this  passage  should  be, or  whether  the  committee  did  anything'  oa 
the  subject,  does  not  apt. ear. 
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burj,  in  their  petition  to  the  Assembly  for  winter  privileges," 
that  to  get  to  meeting  at  the  center,  they  were  obliged  to  cross 
the  river  nine  times,  and  to  pass  through  ton  gates  and  sets  of 
bars."^'  In  October,  1745,  a  regular  higlr,\-ay  was  laid  r\ut 
from  the. month  of  Spruce  Brook,  sonth,  on  the  river  bank, 
twelve  rods  wide,  to  Ilancox  Moad<:)w.  In  December,  1772, 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  go  and  view  a  proposed  pent 
road  the  east  side  of  the  I'iver  tlirongh  Ilancox  Meadow  to 
Northburv  and  make  report/' 

Tlie  present  turnpike  road  from  P]jm<vath  to  Salem  (Xaug- 
atuck)  bridge,  tliere  to  nnite  with  the  Strait's  turnpike  con- 
necting Xew  Haven  with  Litchheld  ])y  Watertown,  was  fin- 
ished in  1702.  It  was  an  open  highway  an<l  a  great  under- 
taking. 

I  suppose  tliat  the  first  bridge  over  the  Xaugatuck  Eiver 
was  built  on  the  AVoodbury  road,  in  173G,  prolialfly  a  little 
below  where  the  present  bridge  stands,  in  accordance  with  a 
town  vote  passed  in  1735.    In  Dec.  173G,  there  was  a  tax  laid 

of  three  pence  on  the  pound  to  pay  the  charges  of  tlie  bridge 
and  other  town  charges."  These  are  the  tir.-t  notices  of  a 
bridge  to  be  found  on  record.  In  a  petitirni  to  the  General 
Court  for  winter  privileges,''  in  Octobe]-,  1732.  the  West- 
burv  people  mentioned  as  one  of  the  reas'ms  v\diy  their  prayer 
should  be  granted,  that  they  were  separated  iVom  flie  nieetiug 
house  by  a  great  river  vrldch  is  called  "Waterbury  Iviver, 
wliicli  for  great  part  of  rhe  winter  and  spring  is  nor  passable." 
It  U  fair  therefore  to  cmcbide  that  no  bridge  was  in  existence 
in  1732,  and  that  the  notices  whicli  have  been  referred  to  in 
1735  and  173G,  relate  t*)  the  first  bridge. 

In  the  spring  of  1710-41,  the  bridge  was  carried  avv'ay  or 
much  damaged  by  a  flood.  A  vote  was  passed  to  "  repair  " 
it,  and  Lieut.  Thomas  Bronson  and  others  v/ere  appointed  a 
committee  "  to  louk  after  and  save  what  timber  can  be 
found."  In  the  fall,  however,  the  bridge  had  been  again 
swept  away,  and  a  committee  was  chosen  to  rebuiM  it,  and  to 


*A  letter  bf:fore  me  from  Mr.  Noah  M.  Bronson  of  Medina,  Gliio,  dated  Jii!y,  IS^A  when 
the  writer  was  eighty-eight  years  of  age,  states  that  in  passing  down  the  river  frnm  Jerico  to 
Waterbury  village,  with  a  team,  after  the  Revolution,  one  was  obliged  to  crosd  the  stream  six 
times,  aud  remove  from  twenty-.'ive  to  thirty  sets  of  bars. 
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''take  advice  in  what  form  or  manner'"  to  construct  it.  They 
were  to  liave  ''a  discretionary  power  whether  to  hire  it  done 
by  the  grate  or  otherwise."  In  order  to  defray  a  part  of  the 
expenses,  it  was  decided,  in  February,  1 743-4-,  to  ask  the 
General  Assembly  to  make  the  bridge  built  over  the  Is  auga- 
tuck  Eiver  in  the  country  road  to  "Woodbury  a  toll  bridge.'' 

In  February,  17-IS-9,  it  was  necessary  again  to  rebuild  the 
bridge  on  the  Woodbury  road,  "  the  timber  and  plank  of  tlie 
old  bridge  "  to  be  used.  £S0  were  appropriated  for  this  pur- 
pose. In  IToS,  a  bridge  was  Iniilt  by  Isaac  Bronson  and 
George  Xichols.  Five  pounds  were  voted  them  the  next  year. 
In  September,  1761,  theypetitioned  the  town  for  thirty  ])Ounds, 
saying  the  whole  cost  of  the  bridge  had  been  about  sixty-live 
pounds  lawful  money,''^  and  that  it  was  hard  for  them  to  bear 
the  whole  charge.  It  had  not  been  made  a  public  bridge  at 
this  time. 

In  Decend)er,  1745,  Capt.  Samuel  Ilickox  requested  tlie 
town  to  assist  him  to  erect  a  bridge  over  the  river  at  the  u])- 
per  end  of  Ilancox  Meadow,  (where  he  had  a  mill.)  '"Tliey 
allowed  him  to  call  out  AYaterbury  men  and  Bucks'  llili  nuju 
and  those  of  the  old  society,  excluding  Judd's  Meadow  men, 
that  are  obliged  to  work  in  the  highway,  one  day,  provided 
he  allow  a  pent  road  through  his  fields  and  maintain  gates  and 
furnish  a  good  cart  bridge.'' 

In  January,  17-18-9,  twenty-two  ])Ounds  were  granted  to 
Capt.  Ilickox  towards  "  a  good  cart  bridge  at  his  mill/'  a 
flood  having  swept  away  the  old  one.  Abraham  Ilickox  and 
John  Ilickox,  (sons  of  Capt.  Samuel,)  received  from  the  town, 
March,  17G4-,  "  three  pounds  as  a  donation,"  for  the  cart  bridge 
which  they  had  built  over  the  "  Great  Eiver,"  at  the  same 
place,  the  other  having  apparently  shared  the  fate  of  the  first. 
Twelve  pounds,  in  provision,  were  appropriated,  in  February, 
1767,  f  )r  still  another  bridge  at  Ilancox  Meadow. 

A  cart  bridge  in  Xorthbury  was  about  being  built  in  1747, 
and  £22  money,  old  tenor,  were  voted  Dec.  Sth,  of  that  year, 
to  be  paid  when  the  bridge  was  completed.    It  was  situated, 


*  The  ref^der  wii!  understand  that  £l  old  Connecticut  currency  was  the  equivalent  of  f^.iPJ  1--5 
U.  S.  currency. 
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according  to  the  record,  "  where  the  highway  is  laid  to  tlie 
river,  east  from  Mr.  John  How's  house."  Five  pounds  were 
granted  in  February,  1759,  to  the  society  of  Xorthbury  for 
their  encouragement  in  constructing  a  cart  bridge  over  the 
river  at  that  pdace.  Probably  the  old  bridge  had  been  de- 
stroyed by  a  freshet,  and  the  balance  of  the  cost  of  replacing 
it  was  borne  by  individuals. 

In  1761,  eleven  petitioners  applied  to  the  General  Court  for 
relief,  saying  that  they  had  built  a  bridge  over  the  river  near 
the  center  of  Xorthbury,  at  an  expense  of  £70,  and  that  tlie 
town  refused  to  pay  for  it.  The  town  amis  ordered  to  pay  £30 
and  keep  the  bridge  in  repair. 

In  January,  17^8-9,  a  grant  of  twenty-two  pounds  money, 
old  tenor,  Vv^as  made,  for  the  lirst  time,  apparently,  for  con- 
structing a  bridge  over  the  Mad  Eiver,  a  little  below  Mr.  Jon- 
athan Baldwin's  mill,  on  tlie  road  to  Judd's  Meadow. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  March  5th,  1753,  the  tovrn 
''voted  that  Judd's  Meadow  men  should  draw  one  hun^h-ed 
pounds  money,  old  tenor,  out  of  the  town  treasury  tovv'ards 
the  building  a  bridge  over  the  river  at  the  mouth  of  Toantick 
[Long  Meadow]  Brook,''  provided  that  there  shall  be  no  far- 
ther demands  on  the  town  for  building  or  repairing  a  bridge  in 
tliat  place.''  In  F'^bruary,  1759,  however,  the  town  gave 
Capt.  Thomas  Porter  live  pounds  for  building  a  bridge  *•  in 
that  place  ;"  and  in  September,  1761,  twenty  pounds  for  the 
same  or  another  bridge. 

Five  petitioners,  in  1767,  applied  to  the  General  Assembly, 
and  asked  that  the  town  might  be  ordered  to  pay  for  and  keep 
in  repair  a  bridge  which  they  had  erected  over  the  Xaugatuck 
at  Judd's  Meadow,  at  an  expense  of  £50.  The  tOAvn  paid 
twenty-live  pounds  for  a  cart  bridge  :  and  four  years  after- 
wanls,  or  in  December,  1771,  accepted  the  bridge  as  a  town 
bridge.  Before  the  close  of  the  winter,  it  v^as  again  carried 
away  by  a  flood,  as  was  the  Xorthbury  bridge, 

December,  1757,  the  town  voted  to  pay  Mr.  Josepdi  Ben- 
son five  pounds  "  towards  y®  building  a  cart  bridge  OA'er  y'' 
river  near  the  upper  end  of  Manluin  Meadow,  providied  lie 
shall  complete  such  bridge  ])j  y«  first  of  December  next. 
There  are  still  remaining  slight  traces  of  the  eastern  abutuieJtt 
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of  a  bridge  a  few  rods  above  tlic  river  crossing  to  Steel's 
^leadow.  Joseph  Bronson  lived  where  the  Ahns  House  now 
stands.  The  bridge  was  a  private  one,  and  probably  did  not 
remain  long. 

At  the  same  time,  (Dee.  '57,)  five  pounds  were  voted  to 
Capt.  Tliomas  Porter  for  a  good  horse  bridge  which  he  pro- 
posed to  buikl  over  the  river  at  Beaver  Meadow. 

It  w^ill  be  seen  from  the  preceding  notices  that  the  work 
of  constructing  and  repairing  the  bridges  over  the  jSTaugatuck 
was  exceedingly  burdensome.  The  freshets  in  those  days  are 
believed  to  have  been  more  frequent  and  destructive  than 
now.  The  bridges,  too,  were  less  substantially  built,  and  tlio 
people  undertook  to  maintain  too  many  of  them. 

It  may  surprise  the  present  generation  to  know  that  I'ne 
thought  was  once  entertained  of  improving  the  Xaugatuck 
River,  and  then  using  it  for  the  purposes  of  navigation.  De- 
cember 21st,  1761,  Abraham  Ilickox  and  Stephen  Up^on,  Jr.. 
petitioned  the  town  that  men  might  be  permitted  to  "  w.  >rk 
at  clearing  the  river,''  and  have  their  work  allowed  as  liigli- 
way  work,  it  having  been  conjectured  that  the  river  iv'.jin 
Waterbury  to  Derby  might  be  made  navigable  for  battooing." 
There  seems  to  have  been  no  action  on  the  petition. 


CHAP  TEE  IX. 

IXDIAX  WARS :  THE  GREAT  FLOOD  :  THE  GREAT  SICKXESS. 

From  10S9,  when  William  and  Mary  ascended  the  throne 
of  England,,  to  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  in  1713,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  about  four  years  from  1607  to  1702,  England  and 
France  were  constantly  at  war.  Tiie  English  colonies  were 
of  course  involved.    During  all  this  time,  the  Indians  of  Can- 
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ivla,  Xew  Brunswick  and  Xova  Scotia,  and  tlie  eastern  and 
licrtliern  parts  of  Maine,  were  under  the  influence  and  control 
of  the  French.  Marauding  parties  of  Indians,  or  French  and 
hidians,  made  frequent  hostile  expeditions  to  the  infant  settle- 
ments of  Xew  England,  destroying  the  crops,  driving  off  the 
(.lit lie,  firnig  dwellings,  and  massacreing  the  inhabitants,  or 
cai  r\  ing  tliem  into  captivity.  The  colonies,  particularly  tlie 
Wi-akcr  ones,  were  kept  in  a  state  of  perpetual  alarm.  During 
f'hi-  w  1m tie  period,  AVaterbury  was  a  frontier  town  and  much. 
e.\p«>.-ed  fi'nm  the  small  number  of  its  people,  the  Avant  of  lor- 
(isieil  ] 'lac  es  and  its  distance  from  effectual  succor.  It  was 
lu't  rill  1720  that  Litchlicld  was  settled  on  the  north,  affording 
pr-tecti'Mi  in  that  direction.  With  "Woodbury  and  Der]>y  on 
tlie  we^t  and  south,  our  fathers  had  little  intercourse  for  many 
yciirs. 

i'V  an  act  of  the  colonial  government,  the  people  of  Water- 
hury,  daring  much  of  the  time  of  which  I  have  been  speak- 
Hig,  Were  required  to  keep  two  men  employed  as  scouts  to 
^lI^c<»\■er  the  designs  of  tlie  enemy,  and  to  give  intelligence 
.-h'itdvi  tliey  make  tlieir  appearance.''  They  performed  this 
duty  in  rotati^ai.  Elevated  places  which  overlooked  the  vil- 
la^'*-  and  the  meadows  where  the  men  labored  during  tlie 
<I:iv  \vere  Selected,  where  the  sentinels  were  placed.  ^Xewel's 
ea>t  of  AViilard  Spencer's,  was  one  of  these  places,  and  the 
1.  >Hi  ground  back  of  the  house  occupied  by  the  late  Daniel 
lla  \  *ivu  {Ijiivld  Ilayden  on  the  map)  was  another.  Tlie  re- 
<--'r'ir«  .-1m w  the  }»re|)arations  which  were  made  from  time  to 
Tinii-  tV»r  det'eiise  :• — 

Xyx'A  1T<>0.     The  town  votc-d   [in  consequence  of  apprehended  trouble 

Sr>  !!.  the  Indians]  to  fortify  Ens.  Stanley's  house  and  if  it  should  proue  trouble- 
-■u-i"-  times  and      town  see  they  have  need,  two  more  should  they  be  able. 

At:  y«  .same  meeting  y«  town  agreed  by  uoute  for  y*  building  y«  fort  about 
Stundiy's  hous  that  the  town  go  abought  it  forthwith,  al  men  i^nd  boys 
■i.'t.i  u-ii!ns  yt  are  able  to  worok  and  to  begin  to  morrow,  and  he  y*  shall  neglect 

gs>  oil  with  tlie  worck  till  it  be  dun  shall  forthwith  pay  to  the  aduaniage  of  y' 
Hc'fck  2»'  Od  for  a  man  and  6s  for  a  team  a  day. 

Ai-riU;  17');;  y«  town  desired  y«  towns  men  to  prouid  a  town  stock  of  ami- 

iHtioa  aveordiiig  to  law  as  soon  as  they  can  conueniently  and  if  need  be  to  ca;;-  a 
rate  to  be  mad  for  to  purchis  s<'  stock. 

[At  the  next  meeting  in  Oct.]  the  town  mad  choys  of  Left  Timothy  .Standly  f^r 
to  keep  y«  town  stock  of  aramonition:  for  y«  town.    [Each  town  was  required  by 
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statute  to  keep  "a  barrel  of  good  powder,  two  hundred  weight  of  bullets,  ;tr.d 
three  hundred  flints,  for  every  sixty  listed  souldicrs,  and  after  that  proportion.'' 
Left.  Stanley  commanded  the  train  band;  of  course  it  was  meet  that  he  eliouid 
have  the  charge  of  the    military  stores.'"] 

March  ye==25==1704==  y^  town  agreed  to  fortifi  Mr.  Southmaid's  hous,  and 
deak  judd  Left  Stanly  and  tho  judd  iur  was  appointed  to  stake  out  each  man  his 
proportion  according  to  their  gran  leauey. 

Ill  May,  ITO-i,  the  General  Court  designated  Waterbnry  as 
one  of  the  frontier  towns.  They  ordered  that  ten  men  shoiihl 
"  be  put  in  garrison''  in  each  of  the  towns  of  Danbury,  Wood- 
bury, Waterbury  and  Simsbury. 

Feb  31  1706-7  the  town  agreed  to  buld  the  foert  that  is  at  left  standlis  stror.g. 
at  the  same  meeting  the  act  was  past  to  build  a  nue  foart  at  the  east  end  of  the 
town  at  the  place  wher  they  shall  agre  dek  thomas  judd  was  chosiug  comiti  to 
asist  the  townsmen  laying  the  s'^  foarts  out  and  to  state  euiri  [every]  man['s]  pre 
posun  [proportion]  acording  to  his  leui. 

An  alarm  was  spread  through  the  country  early  in  1707,  in 
consequence  of  intelb'gence  that  the  French  and  Iiidians  uf 
Canada  were  phmning  a  descent  upon  the  coh3nies.  It  was 
reported,  too,  that  the  Indians  of  Woodbury  and  Xew  ^[iU'ord 
— the  Pootatucks  and  "Wiantenucks — had  formed  an  aHi:iiu:c 
witli  the  enemy.  A  council  of  war  was  conyened  in  ITarti'crd 
in  February,  and  it  was  resolyed  that  the  frontier  towns  up-'ri 
the  west,  which  were  most  exposed — Simsbury,  Waterbury, 
Woodbury,  and  Danbury — should  be  fortified  with  all  possible 
despatch.  As  Waterbury  had  sustained  great  losses  from  the 
floods,  it  was  resolyed  that  the  Goyernor  and  Council,  as  an 
encouragement  to  the  work,  would  recommend  to  the  Assem- 
bly an  abatement  of  the  country  rates  (colony  taxe^j  of  the 
town."^^ 

The  people  of  Waterbury  bestirred  themselyes  in  due  time. 
The  work  uf  -*  cutting  bushes'*  was  laid  aside.  A  statute,  in 
those  days,  required  the  selectmen  of  eyery  town  to  warn 
eyery  male  person  from  fourteen  years  old  to  seyenty  (witli 
certain  exceptions)  to  work  one  day  in  eacli  year  in  cutting 
down  and  clearing  the  underwood  in  any  highways,  commons, 
or  other  jdaces  agreed  on  by  the  town,"  the  oltject  being  to 
improye  the  pasture,  6zc    It  was  this  work  doubtless  tliat  w;is 


*  Trumbuli'd  History  of  Connecticut,  I,  235. 
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to  give  way  to  tlie  pressure  of  impending  war.  I  copy  frrnn 
tlie  record : — 

June  Y«  23 — 1707  town  by  uoate  considering  our  troubles  and  feere  of  an 
eneii'iie  do  agree  to  lay  a  sid  cuting  bussliis  -which  was  warned  for  this  day  till 
after  micalniast,  and  this  day  forthwith  to  go  abouglit  finshing  and  repayring  ye 
forts,  and  to  finish  them  by  wensday  next  at  night  [;]  and  he  or  they  y'  sludl 
neglect  to  do  their  part  of  s'^  foorts  according  to  y^  intent  of  this  act  and  direction 
of  y«  comity  shall  be  proseeded  against  by  distress  as  y^  law  directs  in  rates  [;] 
y^  price  of  y^  worek  to  be  stated  by  y®  comity — att  the  same  meeting  Leiu  Tiiit~ 
Stanly  serj.  Isaac  brunson  and  Stephen  ubson  sen""  was  chosen  a  com~ty  with  \® 
townsmen  for  y«  above  s<^  worck. 

At  the  October  Session,  in  ITOT,  the  General  Court  made 
liberal  grants  of  money  to  the  frontier  towns  for  their  prompt- 
ness and  zeal  in  fortifying  themselves.  Waterbmy  recei\'ed 
£15,  to  be  divided  among  its  people  according  to  the  amount 
of  labor  performed. 

At  the  October  (?)  Session  of  the  Assemljly,  in  170$.  it  was 
enacted,  that  two  forts  should  be  erected  in  Waterbury,  and 
that  garrisons  sliould  be  maintained  at  tlie  public  charge  ar 
Simsbury  and  AVaterbury,  two  in  each  place.  Thus  the  gov- 
ernment assumed  the  responsibility  and  the  expense  of  de- 
fending the  people  of  Waterbury.  The  latter,  however.  >till 
supported  one  of  the  forts  at  their  own  cost : — 

Xovem''  15'^  17n8  y«  town  agree  to  have  three  forts  in  y"  Town  one  buik  at  y« 
M  ost  end  of  y^  Town  on  the  euncry  account  one  at  Leiu  Stanlys  on  y*^  cunti  y  vic- 
count  one  at  John  hopkins  hous  on  y*  Town  account — [t^t'C.  lo,  17oS]  the  foitto 
be  bult  at  the  west  end  of  the  town  shall  be  bult  about  Mr.  Soutlimayds  hous. 

Tliese  fortifications,  so  called,  were  distributed  in  such  a  Avay 
as  to  be  of  convenient  access  to  tlie  scattered  i.npulation.  They 
were  constructed  of  logs  or  sticks  of  timber  placed  Urmly  in  tlie 
ground,  perpendicularly  and  close  together,  with  a  do(jr  pi^M'- 
erly  secured  for  passing  in  and  out.  The  houses  to  l)e  ffi'- 
titied  were  thus  surrounded  by  a  high  and  strong  wooden  wall. 
Such  a  wall  vrould  affjrd  very  good  security  against  Indian 
attacks.  A  small  body  of  troops  placed  within  one  of  tlit*  en- 
closures, well  provided  with  guns  and  ammunition,  and  tiring 
through  crevices,  could  resist  an.d  ])eat  off  a  large  body<:'f  li"- 
tile  savages.  To  the>e  fortiiied  houses  all  the  people  re>*u-'u  d 
at  night,  returning  again  in  the  morning  to  their  houses  an»l 
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tlie  labors  of  tlie  day.  But,  notwithstanding  all  that  was  done, 
tlie  afiairs  of  tlie  settlement  remained  in  a  critical  state. 

In  tlie  spring  of  1709,  the  Xew  England  colonies,  at  tlio  in- 
stance of  the  royal  government,  fitted  ont  an  expedition 
against  Canada,  which  was  to  meet  an  English  force  at  Boston 
and  sail  for  Quebec.  Of  the  three  hundred  and  fifry  men 
which  Connecticut  provided,  AVaterhury  furnished  four.  Tlie 
Englisli  fleet  never  arrived  and  the  enterprise  was  a  failure. 
One  cpuirter  or  more  of  the  troops,  says  Dr.  Trundjull,  died. 
Connecticut  lo'st  ninety  mea. 

In  1710,  a  party  of  Indians,  or  Erench  and  Indians,  made  a 
visit  to  Simshury  and  Waterbury.  In  the  south  part  of  what 
is  now  Plymouth,  they  killed  a  man  named  Holt.  (lie  may 
have  been  a  transient  person,  or  a  hunter  from  another  town.) 
The  place  is  called  Mount  Holt,  from  the  circumstance  of  the 
massacre.  It  is  a  spur  of  Mount  Tr>by.  About  the  same  time, 
some  Indians  came  down  from  Canada,  on  their  customary 
errand,  and  ascended  a  hill,  or  mountain,  on  the  vvx'st  side  <'f 
the  river,  o}>posite  Mount  Taylor,  to  reconnc'itre.  Tiioy  >aAv 
Jonathan  Scott  seated  under  a  large  oak  tree,  in  Hancnck'.-; 
Meadow,  eating  his  dinner,  with  his  two  sons,  aged  fourtcvjn 
and  eleven,  at  a  little  distance.  Tlie  Indians  approached 
stealthily,  keeping  in  a  line  with  the  tree  and  Mr.  Scott.  In 
this  way  they  reached  him  unperceived  and  made  Idm  pris- 
oner. The  boys  took  to  their  heels ;  but  the  father,  i:i  order 
to  save  his  own  life,  which  he  was  o'iven  to  understand  ^rould 
be  taken  if  he  refused,  recalled  his  sons.  Tlius  the  three  were 
captured.  Tlie  Indians  then  retraced  their  steps  rapidly  with 
their  prizes,  having  taken  the  precaution  to  cut  orf  Scott's 
right  thumb,  in  order  to  cripple  him  if  he  should  make  resist- 
ance. 

The  wife  of  Jonathan  Scott  was  Hannah  Hawks,  tlie  tlaugh- 
ter  of  John  Hawks  of  Deeriield.  Her  mother  was  killed  in 
the  Indian  attack  on  that  town  on  the  terrible  twenty-ninth  of 
Eebrnary,  1701:.  Her  only  sister,  Elizabeth,  was  taken  prir^- 
oner  and  put  to  death  on  her  way  to  Canada.  Her  only 
brother  Jolm  and  his  wife  and  three  children,  were  also  slain. 
Poor  John  Hawks  was  thus  bereft  of  all  his  family  except 
Hannah  of  "Waterbury.    What  must  have  been  the  anguish  of 
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both  when  this  new  bereavement  became  known !  Ilau-ks 
spent  his  hitter  days  with  his  daiigliter  in  "Waterbnry. 
Tlie  following  vote  ex2:)lains  itself: 

[Jvilv  •26*''  1710]  the  town  by  vote  gaue  Jonathan  Scott  his  town  rat  for  ITOO 
for  getting  out  of  town  wiHani  stanerds  wife  [a  transient  person  whom  the  select- 
men had  warned  out  of  town,]  and  in  consideration  of  bis  present  surcunisianscs 
he  being  in  captivity. 

The  General  Court,  also,  in  1711,  abated  the  colon v  tax  of 
Hannah  Scott,  in  conse(|uence  of  her  hus]>and  being  in  cap- 
tivity in  Canada.'' 

After  the  peace,  Jonathan  Scott,  with  his  eldest  so]i.  Jona- 
than, returned  to  Waterbury.  The  younger  son,  John,  be- 
came accustomed  to  savage  life,  preferred  it,  and  never  r<jturn- 
ed.  This  preference,  under  similar  circumstances,  is  not  a 
solitary  instance.  "White  people  who  have  been  a  long  time 
with  the  Indians,  particularly  if  their  acquaintance  began  in 
childhood,  very  generally  become  attached  to  tliem  and  their 
mode  of  living.  It  is  far  easier  to  make  a  savage  out  of,  tlian 
into,  a  civilized  man.^ 

At  the  May  session  of  1721,  Scott  applied  to  the  General 
Assembly  f  >r  pecuniary  assistance  on  account  of  the  expenses 
of  his  captivity  and  his  attem})ts  to  ixdease  his  son.  He  was 
allowed  ten  pounds.  In  October,  1725,  he  again  petitioned; 
this  time  for  aid  to  get  his  son  out  of  bondage,  and  obtained  a 
grant  of  £5. 

The  capture  of  Scott  and  liis  sons,  of  course,  produced  gi'eat 
excitement  among  the  inhabitants  of  Waterbury.  Tiie  alarm 
was  greater  from  their  not  knowing  tlie  extent  of  the  danger, 
or  the  time  an  impending  storm  might  break  over  tliem.  Their 
utmost  vigilance  might  fail  to  give  them  the  needed  v  arning. 
It  was  in  this  state  of  uncertainty  that  the  folLywing  vote  was 
taken  : 

July  2'^,  1710  the  town  by  note  mad  chose  of  Mr.  John  Soth  mad  de  Tlioni.is 
Ju(M  1ft  timothy  standly  sr  John  hopkins  a  comity  to  draw  up  in  writing  the  sur- 
conistanses  of  the  town  in  this  tim  of  ware  and  reprosent  to  the  general  cort  to  be 
holden  in  New  haven  on  agst  4  1710  by  their  dubotys  to  be  by  them  presented 
to  said  cort 

The  General  Court  made  provision  for  the  safety  of  the 
town,  a.s  appears  from  the  colony  records  : 


*  See  Hutchinson's  Distory  of  Massachusetts,  II,  p.  12S,  note. 


HISTORY  OF  WATERBUKY. 


107 


In  consideration  of  the  remoteness  of  the  town  of  Waterbury  from  the  County 
town  and  the  committee  of  war  appointed  there,  by  reason  whereof  they  eannut 
have  so  speedy  relief  up  on  the  sudden  approach  of  the  enemy  as  is  requisite — 
This  Assembly  do  constitute  and  appoint  John  Ailing,  Esq.,  ilajor  Samuel  Ells. 
Jeremiah  Osborn,  Esq.,  and  Capt  John  munson  or  any  three  of  them,  to  be  a 
committee  of  v.-ar  with  full  power  up  on  the  application  of  the  inhabitants  of  said 
town  of  Waterbury,  and  in  c;tse  of  danger  oa  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  to  raise 
and  send  men  thither  from  Xew  Haven  County  for  their  relief  by  scouting  or  lying 
in  garrison  there,  as  occasion  may  re<juire. 

The  next  year,  in  consequence  of  the  continued  threaten- 
ing aspect  of  affairs,  the  town  appointed  a  committee  a-  fol- 
lows : 

At  a  town  meeting  in  waterbury  Aprill  9*^  1711  the  town  by  note  mad  chos  of 
Mr.  John  Sourlimad  1ft  Timorhy  Stanuly  Thomas  Judd:  John  Hopkins  sr  Isac 
bruuson  sr  steuen  apson  gorg  scott  as  a  comniity  to  writ  to  the  commity  of  safety 
at  new  haven  and  to  Represent  our  cas  to  said  eonimity  consarning  our  piesent 
fears  of  the  common  enymy  to  take  their  adulce  and  counsel  in  said  afar 

It  is  difficult  to  picture  to  ourselves  the  condition  of  our 
forefathers  at  the  time  of  which  I  have  been  speaking.  Ihey 
numbered  only  from  thirty  to  thirty-three  fan.iilies  throngliuut 
the  whole  period,  there  being  one  family  less  in  1713,  accord- 
ing to  my  estimate,  than  in  16b5.  The  whole  population, 
doubtless,  did  not  amount  to  more  than  two  hundred  S':»uls. 
They  were  far  removed  from  sympathizing  friends,  and  were 
destitute  of  many  of  the  comforts  and  all  the  luxuries  of  life. 
They  toiled  all  day  to  wring  a  livelihood  from  an  unwilling  soil, 
and  too  frequently  spent  the  night  in  watching.  Their  dwelHngs 
at  this  day  would  hardly  be  called  tenantable.  They  all  slept, 
during  periods  of  supposed  danger,  in  the  furtilied  houses,  as 
before  stated.  These  v\'ere  larger  than  the  others,  and  were 
selected  in  part  for  that  reason  ;  but  the  three,  or  the  two, 
when  but  tvro  existed,  could  not  have  properly  accommodated 
so  many.  In  the  winter  season,  when  all  needed  shelter,  they 
must  have  been  crowded  to  an  inconvenient  and  unwliolesome 
degree.  Indian  warfare  is  of  a  kind  calculated  to  1311  the 
breasts  of  a  peaceful  and  exposed  population  with  dreadful 
apprehensions  and  to  chill  the  blood  of  the  most  courageous. 
The  Indian  prowls  about  by  night  and  conceals  himself  by 
day  and  delights  most  to  strike  his  victim  unseen.  Tlie  se- 
crecy of  his  movements  is  only  equaled  by  his  fleetness.  He 
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disdains  the  arts  and  also  tlie  virtues  of  civilized  wiirfare. 
He  falls  upon  the  v.'eak  and  unprotected,  slaughters  old  men, 
women  and  children,  waylays  the  traveler  and  torturijv  the 
captive.  Cunning,  treacherous,  hloodthirsty,he  dogs  tlie  fo(>r- 
steps  of  his  enemy  and  waits  his  chance.  He  may  be  beaten 
back,  but  he  returns  to  the  attack  and  is  subdued  witli  dith- 
culty.  It  is  not  so  much  his  object  to  obtain  victory  as  to  de- 
stroy his  adversary  and  lay  waste  his  country.  This  is  the  foe 
with  which  the  early  settlers  of  "Waterbury  were  threatened. 
It  does  not  appear  that  they  were  actually  assailed,  exce]>t  in 
the  instances  mentioned  ;  but  they  were  for  long  periods  in  a 
state  of  constant  apprehension,  expecting  an  attack  and  fear- 
ing surprise.  The  perplexing  uncertainty  arid  frequent  alarms 
to  which  they  were  exposed,  doubtless  tried  their  fortitude, 
putting  it  to  a  severer  test  than  the  dangers  of  active  and  open 
war.  In  the  latter,  tliere  are  excitements  and  incentives  which 
keep  up  the  spirits.  The  idea  of  glory  "  strengthens  the  arm 
and  makes  the  heart  courageous.  But  Indian  warfare  has  few 
attractions.  The  laurels  won  in  an  Indian  light  are  not  numy. 
A  wound  received  in  some  great  civilized  battle  is  deemed 
honorable,  but  there  is  little  glory  in  being  scalped. 

After  the  peace  of  1713,  there  was  but  little  trouble  or  ap- 
prehension from  the  natives  frr  several  years.  In  ITiiO,  how- 
ever, hostilities  were  begun,  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  on 
the  eastern  frontier  of  Xew  England,  when  Canso,  an  English 
settlement  in  ]S"ova  Scotia,  was  attacked  and  several  of  its  in- 
habitants killed.  This  outrage  and  others  which  followed  led 
to  a  declaration  of  war  by  Massachusetts,  in  1722.  Coriuecti- 
cut  was  invited  to  join  in  the  contest,  but  declined.  She,  how- 
ever, agreed  to  send  a  small  force  to  protect  the  county  of 
Hampshire  from  threatened  attacks  from  the  north  and  took 
vigorous  measure  to  put  her  own  frontier  towns  in  a  p^jsture 
of  defense.  In  the  new  town  of  Litchtield,  a  man  (Cap'.  Jacolj 
Griswold)  was  captured  by  a  party  of  Indians  and  carried  ott', 
but  he  made  his  escape  the  lirst  night.  Soon  after,  (Aug. 
1722,)  one  Joseph  Harris  was  murdered  near  the  place  where 
Griswold  was  taken. In  172-1,  the  Assembly  gave  Yv^ater- 
bury  authority  to  employ  six  men  ''to  guard  y^   men  lu 
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their  outfields  at  the  discressioii  of  commission  officers  <>f 
sd.  Town."  The  authority  thus  given  was  exercised  f<.)r  ahoiit 
one  month. 

Though  danger  was  sometimes  apprehended,  the  early  col- 
onists of  this  State  did  not  sutiernmcli  from  the  residcjit  tribes 
of  Indians  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  Colony.  The  hit- 
ter, few  in  number,  were  generally  peaceful  and  friendly. 
They  may  sometimes  have  regarded  the  progress  of  the  wliitus 
with  jealousy  and  seriously  contemplated  hostilities;  but,  as 
a  common  thing,  they  courted  their  alliance  and  gave  thorn 
kindly  assistance  in  extremity.  For  a  time,  they  regarded 
with  satisfaction  the  growth  among  them  of  a  new  power 
which  promised  to  protect  them  from  tlieir  dreaded  enemies 
and  oppressors,  the  Mohawks  of  the  west,  to  whom  tliey  paid 
tribute. 

Still,  our  fathers  were  essentially  a  martial  people.  Tliey 
loved  and  honored  a  mdiitary  life.  Xo  race  of  men  ever  iicld 
in  higher  esteem  individual  bravery  and  strategical  s]:iil. 
Tlie  circumstances  of  tlieir  position  inlluenced  thtur  <M)inir>n.-, 
The  warlike  virtues  were  to  them  a  necessity.  They  ^vere 
obliged  to  cultivate  them  for  their  own  protection :  and  wluii- 
ever  such  men  seriously  undertake  they  excel  in.  Tiiis  c^.^nti- 
nent  never  could  have  been  settled  and  subdued  by  a  timid  (>r 
even  by  an  unmilitary  people.  There  was  a  demand  for  war- 
Hoi's  and  warriors  of  a  superior  order  came  forth.  The  early 
colonists  attained  the  same  excellence  in  the  Indian  light  that 
Cromwell's  men  did  in  the  pitched  Itattle.  They  soon  became 
an  overmatch  for  the  most  warlike  of  their  enemies.  They 
beat  them  in  their  own  mode  of  carryirig  on  a  contest.  Tlu  v 
fought  for  tlieir  firesides  and  their  existence.  They  prayed 
^'  "  -'d  to  the  God  of  Battles;  but  they  did  nut  despise  carnal 
weapons,  or  neglect  the  lessons  of  vrorldly  wisdom.  They  put 
their  trust  in  Providence;  but  they  also  kept  their  powder 
dry. 

Military  titles  were  in  high  repute  among  the  colonists. 
They  were  preferred  to  civil  or  ecclesiastical  honors.  A  cor- 
poral was  on  tiie  road  to  distinction.  His  office  was  occasion- 
ally, but  not  usually,  attached  to  his  name.  A  sergeant  Lad 
attained  distinction  and  his  title  was  never  omitted.    An  ca- 
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sign  or  a  lieutenant  was  lifted  c^nite  above  tlie  heads  of  Lis  fel- 
lows. A  captain  was  necessarily  a  man  of  great  influence, 
whose  opinion  was  taken  in  all  the  weighty  concerns  of  a 
town.  Few  aspired  to  the  exalted  rank  of  a  major.  It  wa.s 
the  reward  of  the  most  distinguished  services.  Major  Talcott 
and  ^fajor  Treat  were  rendered  illustrious  by  their  titles  as 
well  as  their  achievements. 

The  drum  was  a  favorite  instrument  among  our  ancestors, 
and  was  put  to  many  uses.  It  answered  the  purpose  of  a 
town  bclL  It  called  the  people  to  meeting  on  Sundays.  It 
summoned  them  to  the  fortilied  houses  at  night.  It  gave  the 
signal  for  the  town  gatherings  on  public  business.  It  tr)ld  tlie 
people  when  to  turn  out    to  burn  about  the  common  fence.'' 

A  law  of  tlie  colony  at  the  time  of  and  after  the  settlement 
of  Mattatuck,  required  that  all  white  male  persons,  fro]n  the 
age  of  sixteen  to  sixty  years,  except  magistrates,  justices  of 
the  peace,  the  secretary,  church  officers,  allowed  physicians, 
chyriirgeons,  schoolmasters,  representatives  or  deputies  for  the 
time  being,  one  miller  to  each  grist-mill,  constant  herdsmen 
and  mariners,  sherills,  c<:»nstables,  constant  ferrymen,  lame  per- 
sons, or  otherwise  disabled  in  body,-'  should  bear  arms  and  be 
subject  to  military  duty.  Six  days  yearly  were  devrtted  to 
martial  exercises,  and  a  guard  in  every  town,  in  no  case  of 
less  than  eiglit  soldiers,  was  rerpiired  to  be  maintained  on  the 
sabbath  and  other  days  of  public  worship.  This  guard,  how- 
ever, was  dispensed  witli  in  1711:,  there  no  longer  being  occa- 
sion for  it."  The  law  also  provided,  that  every  train  band  of 
sixty-four  soldiers  should  have  a  captain,  lieutenant,  ensign 
and  four  sergeants — that  a  train  band  of  thirty-two  soldiers 
should  have  a  lieutenant,  ensign  and  two  sergeants,  and  that 
a  train  band  of  twenty-four  soldiers  should  "  have  but  two  ser- 
geant-,-' in  all  cases,  exclusive  of  officers. 

Tlie  Mattatuck  settlers  probably  organized  themselves  into 
a  military  company  so  soon  as  their  numbers  warranted  this 
measure.  There  is  no  record  sliowing  this,  and  they  were  not 
at  that  period  exposed  to  the  attacks  of  an  enemy,  but  such 
was  the  custom  of  the  times.    As  early  as  16S2,they  hml  two 
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sergeants  in  tlie  persons  of  Thomas  Jucld,  Sen.  and  John  Stan- 
ley. (These  individuals  at  that  date  were  so  denominated.) 
They  must  then  have  nnmbered,  at  least,  twenty-four  soldie]-.< 
besides  officers.  In  records  bearing  the  dates  of  10S6,  1GS7, 
and  16SS,  Judd  is,  in  a  few  instances,  called  ensign,  bnt  tla'se 
are  copied  records,  and  a  title  Avhich  he  afterwards  bore,  iirtt 
found  in  the  original,  may  have  been  applied  to  him  negli- 
gently ;  for,  it  will  be  observed,  he  is  repeatedly  styled  ser- 
^reant  durino^  the  vears  mentioned. 

After  Andros'  usm-pation  and  the  resumption  of  the  govern- 
ment under  the  charter  in  16S9,the  Waterbury  train  l)and  vras 
found  to  number,  at  least,  tliirty-two  rank  and  file  and  became 
entitled  to  a  higher  grade  of  officers.  It  was  then,  Oct.  lOSO, 
that  John  Stanley  was  appointed  and  confirmed  by  tlie  Genti- 
ral  Court  as  lieutenant,  and  Tliomas  Judd,  (Sen.,)  as  en^^ign. 
At  the  same  time,  Samuel  llickox  (Sen.)  and  (pj-olnil'ly)  Tim- 
othv  Stanlev  were  chosen  serireants.    Isaac  Bronson  and  J';iin 

•J  ~ 

Wei  ton  were  the  corporals. 

After  Lieut.  Stanley's  removal  from  the  town  and  Sergeant 
Hickox's  death,  both  about  1094-5,  Ensign  Judd  was  nuidu 
lieutenant;  Sergeant  Timothy  Stanley,  ensign  ;  Corporal  Isaac 
Bronson  and  (probably)  Dea.  Thomas  Judd,  sergeants.  Lieut. 
Judd  died  in  1702-3,  and  TLUsign  Stanley  succeedcl  Idm  in 
command  of  the  company,  while  Deacon  Thomas  Jiidd  was 
made  ensign.  These  continued  to  be  the  officers  till  171.', 
wlien  tlie  soldiers  of  the  company  numbered,  for  ^lie  first 
time,  sixty-four,  and  from  this  circnmstance  were  allowed  to 
have  a  captain.  Lieut.  Tliomas  Judd  (tlie  deacon)  was  pr<»- 
moted  to  this  higli  position,  and  Ens.  John  Hopkins  was  a})- 
pointed  lieutenant.  The  next  captains  before  1732,  were,  suc- 
cessively, Dr.  Ephraim  Warner,  William  Hickoxand  William 
Judd.  In  1732,  the  company  was  divided  into  two  by  authui'. 
ity  of  the  Assembly.  William  Judd  and  Timothy  Hopkins 
appear  to  liave  been  the  captains  in  that  year. 

But  during  the  period  to  which  the  preceding  remarks  im- 
mediately refer,  Waterbury  suffered  severely  from  other  causes 
than.  war.  In  Feb.,  1G91,  liappened  the  Great  Flood,  so 
called.  Owing  to  rains  and  the  sudden  melting  of  the  snow-, 
the  river  left  its  banks  and  covered  the  meadows,  rising  to  a 
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]ieiglit  never  known  before  or  since.  The  water  flowed  al'tng 
the  low  ground  back  of  the  house  of  Mrs.  Giles  Ives,  and  sub- 
merged a  portion  of  the  Green  which  is  in  front  of  the  Epis- 
c<'>[)al  Church.  Great  damage  was  done  to  the  river  lands 
and  sore  distress  was  tlie  consequence.  A  large  proportion 
iiiid  been  recently  plowed,  while  the  surface  had  been  lo(3sened 
and  snfrened  by  the  rains  and  tlie  coming  out  of  the  frost. 
A-  a  consequence,  tlie  soil  was  wholly  washed  away  in  many 
]>la(-js,  wliile  that  which  remained  was  covered  witli  sand  and 
-Toiu's.  Tims  the  suifering  inhabitants  saw  their  laboi's  come 
t"  naught.  Tlieir  best  lands  were  almost  ruined  and  tlieir 
]i'»]*e-  f<»r  tlie  ['resent  blasted.  This  dreadful  calamity  was  the 
cau-e  (<f  great  discouragement.  Many  forsook  the  place  in 
di  'pair. 

^W-  have  recently  had  examples  of  wluit  the  Xaugatuck  'yjn 
Ti-t  in  fri'shet-time.  On  the  13th  day  of  Xovember,  1853.  there 
came  d<,)wn  the  valley,  on  short  notice,  such  a  body  of  water 
as  had  iiot  been  seen  by  the  oldest  persons  living.  Those  not 
af<|iiainted  witli  the  ancient  performances  of  our  usiuilly  quiet 
a! id  orderly  river,  were  astonished  and  in  some  instances  dis- 
r!iayed.  Some  of  the  manufacturing  companies  sutiere*!  greatly 
from  tlie  washing  away  of  their  race-way  embankTiu-n^-. 
Ihhlges  were  carried  off,  and  in  Derby  (Ansonia)  some  per.-.. us 
drowned  who  happened  to  be  crossing  a  foot-])ridge  at 
tliv  time  it  gave  way. 

Om  the  thirteenth  of  April,  1S51,  there  was  anotlier  grc^at 
tlic  water  rising  in  lYaterlnary  within  eighteen  inches 
a-  iiigli  as  in  the  previous  X<;>vember.  Ai  Derby,  OAving  t<>  a 
greater  freshet  in  the  Ilousatonic,  the  water  wa.-  hiu'he--t  in 
April. 

The  most  recent  of  the  great  floods,  previous  to  the  two  last, 
oecm-red  in  ISOl. 

<)!ie  reason,  doubtless,  why  the  floods  of  the  Naugati'ck  d'_-> 
h-s  *hinuige  now-a-days  than  formerly  to  the  meadows  upon 
i?-  bank-,  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  trees  and  bushes  wiiich 
'-rice  <)])structed  tlie  current,  forcing  the  water  out  of  its  na.ru- 
ral  conr-e  and  throwing  it  into  eddies,  luive  been  removed.  It 
i>  when  water  is  resi-ted  by  a  barrier,  or  is  fretted  continually 
by  obstacles,  that  it  becomes  such  a  terriiic  pliysical  agent. 
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Li  October,  1712,  a  great  sickness,  mortal  "bevoiid  exarii])Ie 
in  the  previous  history  of  the  town,  broke  out.  It  raged  iiutil 
September,  1713,  carrying  oif,  in  eleven  months,  more  than 
one  tenth  of  the  population.  It  was  known  afterwards,  for  a 
long  time,  as  the  Great  Sickness.  The  well  vv^ere  not  numerous 
enough  to  take  care  of  the  sick  and  bury  the  dead.  Several 
families  lost  three  of  their  number,  and  several  others  two. 
Of  the  twenty-one  victims,  (ten  of  them  heads  of  families,) 
seven  died  betvreen  the  sixth  and  twenty-first  of  March, 
1712-13. 


CHAPTEE  X. 


BACHELOR  PROrHIETOllS. 

By  reason  of  the  Indian  wars,  the  great  flood,  the  great  sick- 
ness and  other  causes  incident  to  a  new  and  feeble  sc';ilement, 
in  want  of  almost  everything,  to  say  nothing  of  a  laborious  and 
niirsrardly  a2:riculture,  Waterl)ury  did  not  flourish  f^r  a  lon^r 
time  after  its  settlement.  The  population  was  as  great  (if  not 
greater)  in  1635  or  16S6,  eight  or  nine  years  after  the  phmters 
left  their  Farmington  homes,  as  at  any  time  during  the  first 
thirty-five  years.  It  was  at  the  period  first  named  that  the  |>ro- 
prietors,  who  had  secured  their  rights,  began  to  remove  from 
the  town.  Joseph  Ilickox  led  the  way,  setting  a  very  bad  ex- 
ample, lie  may  have  been  deficient  in  ^'  backbone."  He 
was  in  Woodbury  early  in  IfJSG.  He  died  there  the  next  year, 
his  being  the  first  death  among  the  old  proprietors.  In  1<^)S7, 
Tliomas  Ilancox  so'd  his  house  and  returned  to  Farmington. 
Soon  after,  Benjara  n  Jones  removed  to  Xew  Haven  and  died 
in  16S9.  Thomas  Xewell  disappeared  in  1G90,  going  back  to 
:  8 
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Fariuington.  Samuel  Scott  followed  liim  in  the  same  year,  or 
the  year  after.  John  iSTewell  and  John  Stanley  turned  tli en- 
footsteps  in  the  same  direction,  the  first  in  1691,  the  last  eai-ly 
in  1G95.  Stanley  was  a  prominent  and  most  influential  man, 
but  not,  it  seems,  of  the  iron  mould  required  for  the  valley  of 
the  Naugatuck.  His  defection  was  much  regretted.  John 
Scovill  went  oif  in  1696  and  brought  up  in  Haddam.  John 
Warner  stuck  by  till  about  1703,  when  he  too  gave  up  and 
went  back  to  Farmiugton.  Joseph  Gaylord's  courage  held  out 
till  1707,  when  he  followed  his  sons  to  Durban].  Thomas 
Judd,  Jr.,  town  clerk  and  school  mastei",  whom  the  people  de- 
lighted to  honor,  persevered  in  a  course  of  well-doing  till  1709, 
when,  for  some  reason  unknown  to  the  writer,  he  removed  to 
Ilarttbrd,  (now  West  Hartford.)  He  was  the  last  of  the  old 
proprietors  of  Waterbury  who  thought  it  their  duty  or  for 
tlieir  interest  to  leave  their  brethren  in  the  hour  of  darkness 
and  peril.  They  numbered  eleven  in  all.  One  oidy,  liiciuird 
Porter,  went  away  at  a  later  period.  All  the  others  continued 
at  their  posts  and  laid  their  bones  in  the  town  they  had 
founded. 

During  the  period  of  gloom  about  which  I  have  been  writ- 
ing, many  of  the  proprietors  who  remained  were  removed  by 
deatli.  The  first  wlio  died  was  Kobert  Porter,  the  second, 
Philip  Judd,  both  in  16S9.  The  next  was  John  Carringr<>n,  in 
1690.  Edmund  Scott,  Sen.,  died  in  1691  ;  Abraham  AndriL-s. 
(cooper,)  in  1693;  Samuel  Ilickox,  a  leading  man,  in  1694- ; 
Jolm  Bronson,  in  1696  ;  Jeremiah  Peck,  tlie  first  minister,  in 
1699  ;  Obadiah  Ptichards,  late  in  1702  ;  Thomas  Judd,  Sen., 
second  to  none  as  a  man  of  character,  early  in  1703  ;  Thomas 
Ilichason,  in  1712.  There  were  ten  in  all,  which  number, 
added  to  the  eleven  that  removed,  makes  twenty-one  of  the 
original  proprietors  who  liad  disappeared  in  1713,  leaving  fif- 
teen who  were  still  livino^  in  Waterburv  at  tliat  time. 

It  has  been  often  remarked  tluit  sickness  and  mortality  are 
greater  in  the  fi.rst  years  of  a  settlement  than  at  a  later  periixl. 
While  the  first  generation  is  short-lived,  the  second  or  thir<l  is 
often  distinc^nished  bv  unnsual  Ionise vit v.  These  facts  are 
illustrated  in  the  history  of  Waterbury.    Its  early  inhabitants, 
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in  too  many  instances,  died  jonng,  wliile  its  later  populatinu 
is  somewhat  remarkable  for  instances  of  old  age.^ 

Besides  the  losses  referred  to,  there  were  many  young  mi-ii. 
sons  of  proprietors,  who  either  died  or  removed  from  the  t^wn 
during  the  period  in  question.  The  mortality  among  thvin 
Avas  very  considerable.  The  families  of  the  proprietors  wlio 
died,  in  many  cases,  left  the  place.  This  was  the  fact  witli 
the  entire  families  of  Philip  Judd,  John  Carrington  and  Abra- 
ham Andruss,  2d,  and  parts  of  the  families  of  Samuel  Ilickox, 
John  Eronson,  Obadiah  Richards  and  Thomas  Eichason.  If 
a  proprietor  removed,  he,  as  a  general  rule,  took  all  his  near 
kindred  with  him;  or  if  any  were  left,  they  did  not  stay  lo]ig. 
Thus  the  names  of  Hancox,  Jones,  Xeweil,  Stanley,  and  Gay- 
lord,  became  extinct,  temporarily  or  permanently. 

After  several  of  the  inhabitants  had  removed  from  the  town, 
and  the  young  men  had  manifested  an  inclination  to  foll'/w 
the  example  on  account  of  the  gloomy  prospects  at  liome.  the 
proprietors  began  to  inquire  what  the  emergency  dcmandv'']. 
That  their  own  sons  &hould  threaten  to  leave  them  in  the 
midst  of  their  trials,  was  the  source  of  unaffected  grief  Tht-m, 
therefore,  they  thought  to  make  contented  by  nmre  liberal  <:>r- 
fers  of  certain  pecuniary  advantages.  They  resorted  to  th.c 
means  that  the  fathers  of  the  present  age  sometimes  emr-h  'y, 
when  their  children  contract  roving  habits.  That  they  might 
stick  by  their  sires  and  thus  manifest  their  attachment,  they 
gave  them  an  important  portion  of  their  estate.  In  a  proprie- 
tors' meeting  held  in  December,  1607,  the  proprietors  granted 
to  each  young  man  certain  lands  and  a  propriety  of  £iU  in  tht* 
commons,  all  on  certain  conditions.  For  very  good  reasons, 
the  new  proprietors  were  not  to  have  a  voice  in  giving  away 
lands.  This  limitation  of  power  was  designed  to  prevent  tlicui 
from  helping  themselves  too  liberally,  as  boys  are  wont  to  do, 
when  they  have  free  access  to  the  paternal  estate.  I  give  be- 
low an  exact  copy  of  the  record. 


*  The  ol(]est  person  that  ha^  died  within  the  limits  of  ancient  Waterbury  was  John  Bronson,  of 
WolcottjVrho  (iecea-scrd  in  Nov,,  r?3?,  aged  one  hundred  and  two  years  and  three  months.  The 
next  oldest  (who  died  in  present  Waterbury)  was  David  Prichard,  whose  death  cook  place  Dec. 
23, 1733,  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  one  years  and  seven  months.  I  have  the  names  of  .-i\ty- 
two  others  who  have  died  within  the  limits  of  the  old  township  betweea  the  ages  of  ^0  and  VA). 
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Att  a  riioTtir.g  of  y«  propriators  in  waterbury  deoeinbcr  1C97. 

In  ortlvT  to  V*  cretting  such  yong  umjix  y'  desire  to  settell  in  y«  town  y^  propri- 
at'T-^  grant  to  each  one  y'  desires  to  settell  for  their  incuragment  or  acconiada- 
tioti  I'iirty  acres  of  upland  swam  [p]  and  bogey  meadow  as  alotnient  with  a  pro- 
prl<'tv  in  commons  according  to  theyr  alotment  w  ith  a  hous  lot  and  four  acres 
f.  r  a  p:i>i()r  to  be  layd  out  to  them  by  y«  town  measurer  giuing  them  four  years 
to  \>n\]<\  a  tcTi.intable  hous  not  less  than  sixteen  foots  square  and  he  y*  takes  up  a 
!».t  H!id  is  not  in  way  of  improuement  and  shall  not  build  accordingly  shall  fortit 
hi-  lot  [;]  and  what  land  has  been  giuen  to  any^  yong  man  shall  be  accounted  as 
p.sri  of  his  lot  [;]  this  act  not  to  pregedes  former  grants  nor  highways  [;]  this  act 
t<.  iM-  in  force  for  al  such  as  liue  a  mongs  us  as  they  shall  com  of  age  and 
ti'  -ir.'  this  priuik'dg  and  be  acsepted  by  y®  propriators  but  y«  priuiledg  of  acting  in 
;r.vay  land  we  do  not  give  them  [;]  this  alotment  to  be  deemed  a  forty 
a!(jtineiit  in  all  diuisions  and  so  to  have  theyr  propriety  in  y«  commons  and 
.Airti  [ithervd  fiom  "4"]  years  each  alotment  to  be  deemed  at  too  [altered  from 
"1  "]  ii(»t;ii(Is  E.-tate  in  y<  bareing  town  charg:  for  -f  years,  and  after  according  as 
tK.  y  itnprt)ue  according  to  law  or  y«  apprisall  of  other  lands  in  y^  town  and  not 
to  i;  .:kc  .-.lie  of  any  but  y»  improued  &  subdued  but  if  any  dye  here  his  heirs 
to  J...-.-  his  lands 

At  siihscMpent  meetings,  certain  regulations  were  cstaLli.-li- 

i  'i.  <le-igned  for  the  government  of  the  new  proprietors  in  the 
taking  up  of  their  hmds,  A:c. 

Alt  a  meeting  may  15:  1699  y«  propriators  granted  y^  yong  men  liberty  to 
'J.,v  up  their  thirty  acers  in  three  places  and  if  any  haue  perticular  grants  of  land 
lu  hisia;  tliem  counted  in  y«  SO  acres  and  not  to  hinder  theyr  pitches*  and  he  y' 
:..s*  1;.!'!  :>  pitche-i  to  haue  on  [one]  more. 

l'>-.-  ]T"<»  the  jjropriators  granted  that  thos  yong  men  that  build  in  y«  town 
;  '.  I',  -hall  iuiiie  .-ix  acers  for  a  pastor  not  takeing  it  where  it  would  do  for  a  hous 
1-  t  A-.'.'l  tlis  y  y*  go  out  furder  to  build  to  haue  four  acers  for  a  hous  lot 

rhf  vnte  of  Decemher,  1G97,  laid  the  foundation  of  wh.at 
^\\•rv  atterwards  called  Inichelor  rights  or  accommodations.  In 
i-rdvr  the  more  etiectually  to  secure  its  objects,  and  to  constrain, 

ii  }u>s-il>]e,  those  wlio  took  advantage  of  it  to  remain  in  the 
t'Avn.  the  proprietors,  at  a  subsequent  period,  so  altered  its 
c^.'wib.tinns  as  to  require  those  claiming  its  benefits  to  reside 
W  illi  them  live  yeare  after  building  a  house.  This  is  the  sup- 
I'l'.^nienrary  act : 

At  >•  Fame  meeting  [Feb.  21^.  1*702-3]  y«  proprietors  took  up  y^  obligation 
<^f  yong  men  for  subduoing  and  clearing  as  in  y'  act  december  20'* :  1^507  :  and 
thos  ye  haue  now  built  according  to  sd  act  to  in  habit  hue  years  from  this  day  and 


•  The  word  pitrh  in  the  record  seems  to  be  used  in  the  senss  of  choice  or  lot.  When  a  r^r- 
con  ."elected  his  land  and  brought  in  an  account  of  it  to  t!je  measurer,  he  brought  in  his  piicL. 
Each  act  of  choice  by  which  he  selected  a  separate  tract  of  land  was  a  distinct  pilch. 
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then  their  lands  be  their  own,  and  others  y'  are  now  acsepted  on  bach.'iciar- 
accomodations,  and  hereaftor  shall  be  excepted  shall  build  acordiiiiz  to  s;.id 
and  inhabit  fine  years  after  they  haue  build  and  then  their  lands  bo  their  own. 

This  vote,  so  far  as  its  action  was  retrospective — so  far  as  it 
affected  those  "  Jong  men  "  who  had  already  heen  made  ]>r..- 
prietors  under  the  act  of  December,  1G9T — was.  phiinly  iiie- 
gal ;  and  tlie  attempt  to  enforce  it  was  not  persisted  in. 

The  custom  of  giving  away  the  hinds  of  tlie  town,  insti*ad  nf 
disposing  of  them  by  division,  was  established  as  the  ilw^l 
policy  of  the  proprietors.  This  policy,  because,  probably,  of 
some  objection  made  to  it,  was  declared  in  a  vote,  as  follovv  s : 

At  a  meeting  of  y«  proprietors  in  Waterbury  January  7th  I7t)5-G  it  In  i:;;; 
uoated  whether  y«  proprietors  would  diuide  theyr  commons  according:  to  piircii;!--' 
or  no  y^  uoat  past  in  y®  negiciue  y'  they  would  not  deuide  their  commons  but  i;: 
y«  second  uoate  y'  they  wouhi  gie  away  their  land  to  periicular  men  as  they  f.-t' 
cause  or  as  they  iudg  men  haue  need  of  it. 

But  notwitlistanding  these  signal  proofs  of  lilterality  inid 
paternal  regard,  on  the  part  of  the  proprietors,  the  young-t^rs, 
in  too  many  cases,  would  not  remain  and  claim  thou*  land-  :  or 
if  they  made  a  show  of  staying,  they  frequently  left  the  ^t-ttk'- 
ment  when  they  had  resided  in  it  long  enough  to  make  sure  of 
their  bachelor  rights.  This  conduct  was  ungrateful,  nut  to  say 
provoking.  Considering  tnat  the  town  had  not,  at  this  time,  a 
single  able  bodied  man  to  spare,  one  is  tempted  to  call  it  cow- 
ardly. After  several  young  persons  had  removed,  umler  the 
circumstances  named,  the  proprietors  in  meeting,  January, 
7th,  1T05-6,  voted,  ''to  take  the  foriiture  of  all  the  lamh  t]i;;t 
was  given  to  Jos.  Gaylord,  Jun.,  Joseph  Ilickox,  Abraliam 
Andruss,  Jr.  and  Benjamin  Warner  that  they  cant  hiJd  l-y  tlie 
records."  But  the  lands  given  to  these  persons  pr<.)Ved  to  Ix- 
beyond  the  reacli  of  the  givers,  for  their  names  were  coiiiiniie'l 
as  proprietors. 

The  proprietors'  profuse  li])erality  in  giving  away  tlieir 
lands  and  their  marked  partiality  for  those  who  dwelt  nnioiiu^ 
them,  caused  no  complaint  and  no  remark,  so  long  as  the- 
lands  had  little  value — so  lon^  as  it  was  difficult  to  iu-liice 
to  take  them  and  improve  them.  But  circamstance:^  ciiang'  a. 
It  was  found,  in  process  of  time,  that  in  some  parts  oi  ihe 
town,  there  were  richer  hu  .s  than  those  iirct  taken  u[>.  Alter 
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tlie  peace  of  1713,  the  population  began  to  increase.  The 
prospects  for  "real  estate''  materially  improved.  Then  it  was 
that  inquiries  began  to  be  made  into  the  doings  of  proprietors. 
Self  interest  quickened  the  sense  of  right  and  justice.  Those 
that  had  not  participated  in  the  gi'ants  made,  saw  distinctly 
the  grievous  wrong  that  had  been  done.  Tliose  persons  that 
had  removed  from  the  town  found  that  the  proprietors  that 
remained  were  rapidly  stripping  them  of  their  estate,  passing 
it  over  to  others  without  consideration,  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
obtaining  permanent  settlers.  Ihey  complained  as  men  would 
naturally  do.  They  disputed  the  legality  as  well  as  tlie  justice 
of  the  proceedings.  They  had  originally,  they  claimed,  an 
undivided  rijrlit  in  all  the  Umds  of  AVaterburv  which  thev  liad 
secured  by  purchase  and  deed,  Vvdiich  right  had  been  put  be- 
yond a  doubt  by  the  town  patent.  What  they  had  fairly 
j^urchased  they  had  honestly  paid  for.  And  there  was  no 
equitable  or  lawful  mode,  they  contended,  by  which  tliis  com- 
mon property  could  be  disposed  of,  except  by  division  among 
the  proprietors  according  to  ownership.  A  majority,  they  said, 
had  no  power  to  bind  the  nrinority,  except  in  case  of  equal 
distribution.  They  furthermore  complained  that  they  had  not 
been  warned  to  thuse  meetings  of  the  proprietors  which  had 
made  the  extraordinary  grants  complained  of.  I  co])y  from  the 
records  Dea.  Stanley's  communication  protesting  against  the 
obnoxious  grants.  There  is  pith  in  it,  when  the  crust  is  once 
penetrated  and  the  meaning  arrived  at : 

To  the  propriator  irihabitauce  of  Watcrbury  assembled  april  12-1*715  breth- 
ren audnaboars  I  the  subscriber  haueiiig  to  grate  disatisfaction  Obserued  the  way 
of  your  gluing  or  granting  away  of  land  To  bring  in  inhabitanee  according  to  an 
act  made  for  that  purpos  upon  record  desonibr,  20 — 1G97  which  hath  a  derect 
tenden.sy  to  uialate  and  destroy  and  contei'ary  to  right  ecquity  and  justis  or  any 
well  dige;^ted  reson  to  inuaid  the  property  of  the  first  purchesars  i  suppose  it  to 
be  a  truth  not  to  be  gainsayed  that  Those  that  were  the  first  purchesurs  of  tlie 
land  within  the  township  did  thereby  aquere  a  right  according  to  the  proportion 
of  what  payments  they  made  by  order  of  the  Comity  for  the  setling  of  the  place 
and  the  articles  they  fuUfilled  and  to  be  subdiuided  as  is  at  large  comprised  in  the 
pattin  [patent]  to  the  then  propriator  inhabitanc  and  their  heirs.  I  haue  no 
where  seen  that  the  antient  propriators  did  impower  the  mager  part  by  uoat  to 
glue  the  land  at  their  plesure — the  receiued  priusiple  I  perceaue  if  I  mcstake  nv>t 
is  that  the  niajer  parte  of  the  propriators  in  comon  may  by  uoat  when  aposed  by 
the  miner  glue  away  from  the  miner  when  and  as  they  pleas — that  which  is  con- 
sequent upon  it  is  that  the  majer  may  combien  and  giue  it  all  to  and  amongst  thf.-ia 
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selves  so  that  the  miner  shall  haue  nither  land  nor  comonig  [comraonlng]  *  * 
*  ^  *  for  my  own  part  to  my  best  remembrance  I  haue  ncuer  been  "warned 
to  any  propriatory  meeting  or  at  the  making  s'^  act  in  1G97  besure  I  was  not  there 
to  my  knowlidge — others  haue  not  been  warned  as  they  haue  told  [me]  but  upon 
the  whole  i  take  this  opertunity  to  declare  and  protest  aganst  the  propriators 
prose  ding  any  father  in  gluing  [or]  granting  any  more  in  [accordance]  with  fJ 
act  to  any  purticolure  person  or  persons  and  also  i  do  protest  aganst  all  the  grants 
that  haue  been  made  according  to  sd  act  to  make  propriator  inhabitance — i  hai.e 
here  unto  sett  my  hand  as  one  of  the  patentese  and  one  of  the  first  propriatois 
and  were  posesed  of  one  hundred  pound  right  of  my  own  and  by  distrbution  of 
John  [newel's]  estate  all  his  right  in  the  outlauds  fell  to  me — pray  let  there  be  no 
strife  between  us  [^c]. 

John  Stanpley 

witness 

Jeremiah  peck 
Thomas  Clark. 

At  the  same  meeting  at  wliicli  Joliii  Stanley's  protest  was 
presented,  the  proprietors,  as  if  to  fortitV  themselves  in  what 
they  had  done,  and  to  make  sure  the  grants,  passed  a  vute 
which  is  recorded  as  follows  : 

It  was  inactcd  by  voat  that  the  laud  formerly  giuen  to  the  bacheldors*  siiall  i'e 
ther  one  [own]  exsepting  thos  that  haue  not  fullhld  the  conditions  nor  like  to 
fulfill  them 

We  agree  that  all  the  grants  of  land  formerly  giuen  by  the  town  and  proprie- 
tors shall  stand  good 

At  the  same  time  that  this  confirmatory  act  was  passed, 
another,  qnite  remarkable  in  some  of  its  particulars,  was 
voted.  It  ap]3ears  to  have  been  aimed  at  the  bachelors.  It 
attempted  to  break  faith  wdth  them  by  cutting  them  off  from 
future  divisions  of  land ;  and  must  have  been  without  any 
binding  force.  On  account  of  its  objectionable  features,  the 
act  was  repealed  in  the  folhjwing  December.  At  the  same 
time,  a  division  of  land  was  agreed  upon,  in  wdiich  each  orig- 
inal proprietor  having  a  £100  right  was  to  have  eighty  acres 
and  others  in  proportion,  and  each  bachelor  proprietor  tliirty 
acres.    Eight  acres  of  it  miglit  be  taken  up  in  the  sequester- 


*  The  reader  will  understand  that  the  bachelor  proprietors  were  not  all  literal  bachelor'?. 
They  were  mea  of  different  ages,  married  and  unmarried,  who  applied  for  the  privileges  grant- 
ed in  the  acts  of  10:}7  und  1702-3  and  were  accepted  hy  the  proprietors.  They  were,  how- 
ever, all  what  may  be  called  young  men,  though  a  few  may  have  been  over  thirty.  In  a  few  in- 
stances, persons  under  twenty-one  years  of  age  were  admitted  as  bachelor  proprietors  with  the 
understanding  that  they  were  to  have  five  years  after  they  came  of  age  to  fulfill  tliv  con-i,- 
tions. 
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cd  land.  The  lot  appears  to  have  been  drawn  Dec.  IStli,  1715, 
and  as  a  pacitjing  measnre,  apparently,  it  was  agreed  tliat 
Dea.  John  Stanley-  shonld  have  the  iirst  lot  for  John  Xewel's 
lot,"  of  which  he  was  the  owner.  John  Soiithmayd,  as  a  com- 
pliment, was  to  have  the  second  lot.  There  are,  on  the  li.-t  of 
1715,  thirty-six  original  and  hfty-two  hachelor  proprietors. 

A  propritors  meting  in  Waterbury  desmhr  the  '20  17 IG  and  it  was  acted  l)y 
voat  that  the  jong  propriators  sliall  be  recorded  in  the  2  cond  book  of  r'^cords 
with  the  prouisiall  or  conditions  that  the  propriators  hiid  on  the  sd  bachelhaor  elot- 
ments 

Dotr  Daniell  porter  and  Edrnan  Scott  did  protest  against  the  act  of  the  yong 
propriators  hauing  their  lands  Recorded  in  the  book  of  records 

Dr.  Porter  was  soraewliat  in  the  way  of  protesting  in  pro- 
prietor's meeting.  The  ditlicnlty  in  liis  case  seems  to  have 
arisen  from  his  havino^  no  sons  vet  old  enou^di  to  be  admitted 
as  bachelor  proprietors.  He  had  therefore  not  been  beneritcd 
but  injured  by  the  proceedings  relating  to  them.  He  had 
afterwards,  however,  a  son  who  was  admitted. 

On  the  seventh  day  of  February,  17!20-1,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  sarch  the  records  and  finde  out  what  baclielurs 
haue  fulliled  articles  and  whoo  haue  not  fulfiled  articles  and 
rnacke  returns  to  the  propriators."  A  report  was  made  to  a 
meetinor  held  the  next  dav,  as  follows  : 


We  being  apointed  a  comety  to  macke  sareli  to  rinde  on:  v.  lio  ware  admired  upon 
bachuldcrs  aconiedatlons  and  who  have  fu tilled  the  condctions  to  ma  eke  the  land 
theire  owne  and  who  have  not  fultiled  the  articles — febeuary  8  1721 

Those  that  haue  fulfiled 


William  hikcox 
John  Gaylard 
Joseph  Gaylard 
John  worner  ser 
thomas  Riohason 
John  Brunson  ser 
Isaraol  RIchason 


Stephen  wellton 
Joseph  hikcox 
Robert  Scott 
John  Richason 
thomas  hikcox 
Richard  wclton 
Benjamin  worner 


nathaniel  Richason 
thomas  Richards 

the-;e  on  a 

gorg  scott  ' 
dauid  scott 
John  welton 


40  poun 
propriaty 


when  we 
J  deuided 


*  Two  of  Dea.  Stanley's  sons,  John  Stanley,  Jr.  and  Samuel  Stanley,  appear  to  have  been  ad- 
mitted as  bachelor  proprietors  this  year,  their  names  af.pearing  in  the  division.  John  Stanley, 
Jr.,  lived  in  Farminston.  I  am  unable  to  find  that  he  ever  lived  in  Waterbury  after  liis  fathers' 
removal  in  If.O.i.  Samuel  Stanley  resided  in  Waterbury,  but  went  away  before  1715.  So  far  as 
it  appears,  neither  of  them  could  have  been  admitted  proprietor.'^  in  accordance  with  the  votes 
of  1C97  aud  1702-3,  and  neither  could  have  complied  with  the  conditions  of  those  votes.  I  sus- 
pect the  £4'}  proprieties  were  given  them  by  special  vote  and  unconditionally,  or  on  ea«y  con- 
ditions, for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  father's  discontentment. 
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Isaac  Uruuson 
Eprim  worner 
samuell  Stanndly 
Benjaniin  Barns  jur 
thomas  welton 
Joseph  Brunson 
Stepen  ubson  jur 


Ebenezer  Richason 
benjamin  Richards 
thomas  Barns 
Stephen  hopkins 
obediah  scott 
ebenezer  brunson 
thomas  dark 


John  barns 
thomas  l>run?on 
Joseph  lewes 
obediah  richards 
abraham  andrus  jur 


Those  admited  that  haue  not  fulfiled  but  in  a  likelv  way 


John  scouell  timothy  standly  ser 

Jonathan  scott  jur  timothy  hopkins 

Joun  standly  jur  go^S  scott  jur 

William  Judd  John  hikcox 

daniell  porter  jur  samuell  scott 

John  Judd  thomas  ubson 

Those  that  haue  not  fulfiled  as  we  Judg 

William  gaylord  Stephen  hikcox 

John  worner  tailer  moses  brunson 


thomas  andrus 
benjamin  worner  jur 
samuell  porter 
Ebenezer  hikcox 
John  Richards  jur 
srorcr  welton 


daniel  porter 
richard 


of 


Timothy  standly 
John  Hopkins 
Thomas  Judd 


comet  V 


Atameatiug  of  the  propriators  of  waterbury  febeuary  8  17  21  they  aprre  by  ui-.te 
to  axsepte      return  of  the  comety  and  order  it  to  be  entered  upon  record 

Thus,  tliirty-eight  persons  were  reported  as  having  "ful- 
filed'' the  articles,  eighteen  as  "in  a  likely  way  to  iuUil/' 
and  five  as  having  '^not  fultiled."  The  hist,  of  cnirse,  ha^l 
forfeited  their  rii^hts.  Tlie  ei^^hteen  who  were  "in  a  likt-iv 
way,'-'  were  yet,  I  conchide,  on  probation,  their  five  years  not 
having  expired.    They  all  finally  secured  their  rights. 

February  Sth,  1720-1,  there  was  a  renewed  attempt  to  make 
a  considerable  addition  to  the  propriety  rights  of  the  *:»ld 
proprietors,  and  to  increase  their  proportional  interest  in  tiie 
undivided  lands,  thus  counteracting,  as  far  as  might  be,  v.-hat 
had  been  done  for  the  bachelors.  A  vote  vras  passed  aug- 
menting the  proprieties  of  the  original  proprietors ;  but  tlu-y 
were  to  submit  to  the  conditions  of  the  acts  of  lOUT  and 
1702-3,  as  to  building,  Szc.  ;  and  what  their  sons  had  received 
was  to  go  towards  the  increase.  But  it  was  not  sati.-fact*'ry 
on  account  of  the  restrictions,  and  a  year  afterwavls  a  niudi- 
fied  vote  was  carried  : 

February  28***,  n21-"2  It  was  agreed  upon  by  vote  that  where  as  an  Act  in 
February  8^^,  1721  [altered  from  1720]  was  grevious  to  some  of  our  pro!>rictor- 
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^ve  now  Further  Agree  that  Every  original  proprietor  or  propriety  Shall  have  two 
bacheldor  Lots  upon  an  hundred  pound  propriety  and  proportionally  upon  Greater 
and  lesser  proprietyes  with  what  was  Granted  Last  February  notwithstanding 
what  their  sons  have  had  which  bacheldor  Lott  Is  Looked  upon  to  be  now  GS 
Acres  And  a  forty  pound  propriety  And  the  Obligation  upon  those  Granted  In 
February  S*^^  1721  [altered  from  1720]  and  now  Granted  to  be  taken  off  Ai'd  be 
free  from  Any  Incumberance  of  building  and  cohabiting.  And  the  Grant  to  the 
Baeheldors  that  were  adniited  upon  a  forty  pound  propriety  that  they  Siiall  have 
as  a  Division  of  fifey  five  Acres  to  Every  bacheldor  that  has  fulltilled  Articles  or 
In  Away  to  fullfill  articles  as  they  are  returned  by  A  Coinmitty  Appointed  for 
February  and  Recorded  in  the  old  proprietors  Book,  and  for  the  future  our  De- 
visions  shall  be  made  upon  Original  proprietors  with  the  addition  made  to  their 
propriety  and  upon  bacheldor  proprietors  According  to  their  propriety  And  Ii  is 
the  true  Intent  and  meaning  of  the  proprietors  In  this  act  and  Shall  be  .-o  taken 
and  Explained  that  Every  original  propriety  of  one  hundred  pound  shall  have  tv,  o 
bacheldor  proprietyes  and  no  more  and  so  proportionably  for  Greater  or  Lesser 
proprieties  and  that  all  Devisions  of  all  our  Lands  after  this  shall  be  made  upon  the 
present  original  proprietors  and  bacheldor  proprietors  that  are  already  made 

Each  original  proprietor  of  £100  obtained  by  this  act  an 
immediate  addition  to  liis  propriety  of  tAvo  baclielor  accommo- 
dations, amounting  to  £80,  carrying  with  tliem  the  divisions 
which  had  already  been  made  to  the  bachelors.  Otliers  were 
favored,  in  like  manner,  according  to  their  existing  interests, 
the  addition  being  always  eighty  per  cent,  of  the  original  pro- 
priety. ThencetVn'th,  the  vote  declared,  lands  should  be  dis- 
posed of  by  division  and  the  divisions  should  be  according  to 
interest.  Thus  the  system  of  unecpial  distriljution  and  special 
grants,  with  its  abuses,  was  put  an  end  to. 

J3y  tar  the  largest  proportion  of  the  bachelor  proprietors 
were  sons  of  the  original  proprietors.  About  nine  were  grand- 
sons. The  remainder,  two  only,  Joseph  Lewis  and  Thomas 
Clark,  came  from  other  towns.  The  last  was  the  adopted  son 
of  Timothy  Stanley.  ISTearly  one  quarter  of  tliem  were  made 
proprietors,  in  1699  ;  more  than  one  third  in  1715,  and  the  re- 
mainder, with  two  or  three  exceptions,  between  these  periods. 

The  proprietors  agreed,  Xov.  2Tth,  1722,  that  there  should 
be  reserved,  "for  the  use  of  the  proprietors,"  six  propriety 
lots,  or  rights,  of  £4:0  each.  They  were  reserved  to  meet  such 
contingencies  as  might  naturally  be  expected  to  arise.  It  was 
deterniined  that  they  should  have  all  the  divisions  which  had 
already  been  made  on  the  bachelor  lots,  except  "  the  eight  acres 
n  sequester,''  and  all  the  future  divisions.    On  the  2Sih  of 
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Xov.  172*2,  one  of  these  lots  was  granted  to  Moses  Eronsi;,]). 
It  was  tlie  fifth  propriety  lot,  so  called,  and  had  been  formerly 
given  to  Bronson  and  forfeited.  At  the  same  time,  the  foiirrh 
propriety  lot,  (which  had  belonged  to  Daniel  Porter,  the  s^n  of 
Ivichard,  and  been  forfeited  by  him,)  was  granted  to  JohnAVar- 
ner,  son  of  Ephraim,  and  William  Scott.  The  other  fonr  lots, 
the  first,  second,  third,  and  sixth,  were  ordered,  Xov.  29th,  lT:-0, 
to  be  sold,  and  the  money  reserved  for  building  a  new  meeting 
house.  They  brouglit  £262.  These  six  lots  were  always  en.- 
tered,  in  the  record,  by  tlieir  numbers.  To  the  fourth  and  fiftli 
were  added  the  names  of  the  grantees  or  owners — tlius,  '-oth 
Propriety  Lott,  Moses  Bronson,''  Scq. 

There  were  some  persons  who  were  accepted  as  bachelor 
pro2:)rietors,  who  did  not  comply  witli  the  conditions  and  who 
therefore  forfeited  their  riirlits.  I  o^ve  their  names.  William 
Gaylord,  John  Warner,  tailor,'' -  Stephen  Ilickox,  Daniel 
Porter,  son  of  Richard,  Zachariah  Baldwin,  Jr.,  of  Milford.f 
Obadiah  Scovill,  Samuel  Warner  and  Moses  Bronson,  (after- 
wards re-admitted.) 

There  were  in  the  end,  six  forfeited  propriety  lots  that  re- 
mained in  the  hands  of  the  proprietors.  These  were  t!ie  six 
that  were  reserved,  in  1622,  "  for  the  use  of  the  proprietors.'' 

On  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  November,  1722,  a  list  was 
made  out  for  the  purpose  of  a  land  division,  containing  the 
names  of  the  original  and  bachelor  proprietors.  It  is  the  first 
complete  list  to  be  found  on  record.  We  find  here  tliirty-six 
original  and  fifty-seven  bachelor  proprietors,  the  first  having, 
unitedly,  £3,105,  and  the  last,  £2,230,  propriety.  If  we  add 
to  these  the  six  propriety  lots  of  £10  each,  the  school  lot 
of  £150  and  the  ministry  lot  of  £150,  granted  in  1715.  we 


♦  On  the  eleventh  of  March,  174.>,6,  Ebenezer  Warner,  .3d,  and  Georgf- Nichols  peti'Ioned  the 
proprietors  for  the  bachvilor  right  of  John  Warner  (tailor)  which  they  claimed  to  have  pur- 
chased. The  petition  was  addressed  "  To  the  worshipfull  Moderator  and  Gentlemen  Proprie- 
tors." The  petitioners  laid  claim  to  all  the  lands  laid  out  on  Warner's  lot — the  thirty-ei-iit 
acres  at  the  date  of  his  acceptance  (1701)— the  thirty  acres  of  1715 — the  tifty-five  acres  of  17-i-2 
—the  forty  acres  of  172:3 — the  forty  acres  of  1727— the  thirty  acres  of  1738-9—"  the  sixte-.n 
acres  and  twenty  rods  in  the  villag-e  soon  after;  in  the  whole  ainountin  j  to  two  hundr?:  J  an  J 
forty-nine  acres  and  twenty  rods."    The  meeting  voted  "  not  to  do  anything." 

t  Baldwin  was  accepted  in  1710,  but  in  1713,  he  sold  all  his  riirht  and  title  of  lands  in  V>'a- 
terhxiry  vriili  hii  lachelorpropriifty  and  all  the  improvements  which  he  had  made '*  witii  tJie 
bu!  ding  and  other  timber,"  to  George  Scott,  and  returned  to  Milford. 
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have  a  total  of  £5,9S5.  To  tliis  sum  must  "be  addedtlic  iiicrease 
of  the  old  proprietor  and  scLool  allotments,  amomiting  to 
eiglity  per  cent.  (The  new  ministry  lot  did  not  have  tlie 
bachelor  addition.)  Add  this  increase  ('£2,652)  to  the  former 
total,  (£5,9S5,)  and  we  have  a  grand  total  of  £S,637.  On  tliis 
amount,  all  the  divisions  of  land  were  made  in  1722  and 
aftervrards. 

If  we  compare  the  list  of  original  proprietors  of  1722  v.dtli 
that  of  16S3,  we  shall  observe  several  changes  of  names  and 
a  few  additions.  Capt.  Thomas  Judd,  Wm.  (meaning  the 
son  of  William)  stands  in  the  place  of  Smith  Judd.  as  he 
was  at  first  called.  Thomas  Judd,  Jones,  is  substituted  for 
Benjamin  Jones,  John  Judd  occupies  the  T>lace  of  I^n.-iirn 
Judd.  Joseph  Ilickox,  John  Kicliards  and  Jonathan  Scott  stand 
in  the  places  of  ]\Ir.  Frayser,  Robert  Porter  and  Samuel  Scott. 
Abraliam  Andruss,  cooper,  is  written  for  Abraham  Andruss, 
Jr.,  the  elder  Andruss  now  having  a  son  Avho  was  a  bachelur 
proprietor-  Mr.  Jeremiah  Peck  and  John  Southmayd  are  new 
names,  "  Timothy  Stanley,  original,*'  is  thus  written  to  dis- 
tinguish his  original  frum  his  bachelor  propriety.  Witli  these 
exceptions,  the  names  are  the  same  as  in  IGSS. 

Of  the  fifty-seven  bachelor  proprietors  on  the  cataio^iic  <>f 
1722,  the  name  of  one,  that  of  John  StarJey,  Jr.,"  is  sometimes 
omitted.  The  whole  number  of  proprietors,  original  awl  bacli- 
elor,  counting  Stanley,  Jr.,  is  ninety-tiiree.  Adding  the  .-ix 
propriety  lots,  the  school  lot  and  the  ministry  lot  of  1715,  and 
we  have  one  hundred  and  one  proprieties  entitled  to  land 
divisions. 

I  copy  below  tlie  list  of  Nov.,  1722,  adding  to  the  name  of 
each  proprietor  the  amount  of  his  proprieiy  before  and  after 
the  bachelor  addition. 


♦"[March  111730-31]  It  ■"ras  by  vote  Agreed  and  Concluded  that  they  [the  proprietor,-:- j 
Look  upon  John  Slandlies  Jar  I-ii,:?!it  to  be  Good  to  a  Bac'n.eldor  Lott  and  he  ought  to  hiuve  a  note 
for  h'li  Land  to  belaid  out  and  he  Engaged  that  the  Proprietors  might  liarethe  £jght  acre-  lu  ih^ 
Sequester  to  be  Disposed  by  them  as  they  See  Cause." 

la  March,  1757,  the  proprietors  again  passed  a  vote  iu  favor  of  John  Stanley,  Jr'3  fight  an^i 
directed  his  name  to  be  added  to  the  list  of  proprietors. 
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Abrnham  Andruss,  Son., 

£  SO 
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ivicliaru  J.  orter, 
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Abraham  Andruss,  Cooper, 
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John  Iiiehards,  Sen., 

oO 

144 
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Obadiah  Richards,  Isen., 
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144 
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Pdmund  Scott  Sen. 
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60 
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70 
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Lieut.  John  IIopKins, 

1*j0 

1  o'.i 

Timothy  Stanley,  original, 

HjO 

1  Qil 

1  oU 

joun  J uQu,  ocn,, 
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Stephen  Up^^on,  Sen., 

50 

90 

Philip  JuJd, 

81) 

U4 

Daniel  VS'arner, 

60 

ISO 

Capt.  Thomas  Judd,  Wm., 

liiO 

ISO 

John  "Warner,  Sen., 

90 

162 

Tiiomas  Judd,  Jones, 

llH) 

180 

Thomas  Warner, 

loo 

1S'» 

Thomas  Judd,  Jr., 

100 

180 

John  Welton,  Sen,, 

80 

144 

Joliii  Xeivell, 

100 

180 

Thomas  Xe^rell, 

90 

162 

A  Great  Lot  for  Schools, 

150 

270 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Peck, 

150 

270 

A  Great  Lott  for  the  Ministry,  150 

Daniel  Porter,  Sen., 

95 

171 

Bachelor  Proprietors,  each  having  £40  propriety  : 


Abraham  Andrus^,  Jr. 

Thomas  Andruss, 

Benjamin  Barnes,  Jr., 

John  Barnes, 

Thomas  Barnes, 

Ebenezer  Bronson, 

Isaac  Bronson,  Jr., 

John  Bronson,  son  of  Isaac, 

Joseph  Bronson, 

Thomas  Bronson, 

Thomas  Clark, 

John  G;iylord, 

Josepii  G  iylord,  Jr., 

Ebenezer  Kickox, 

John  IIicko>z, 

Joseph  Hickox, 

Thomas  liickos, 


William  Hickox, 
Timothy  Hopkins, 
Stephen  Hopkins, 
John  Judd,  Jr., 
William  Judd,* 
Josepii  Lewis, 

Daniel  Porter,  son  of  Daniel, 

Samuel  Porter, 

B  e  nj  a  m  i  n  R  i  e  1  ui  r  d  s , 

John  Richards,  Jr., 

Obadiah  Rieiiards,  Jr., 

Tl'on.as  Richards,  Sen., 

Ebene/er  Richa.^^on, 

Israel  Rich  as  on, 

John  Richaf-on, 

Xa  t,i  1  a  n  ie I  R  i c  h a  s  o  n , 

Thomas  Richason,  Jr., 


*  William  J'-id'!,  aft.T  'i722,  is  generally  "William  Juiid,  S'ach.  ir.tt,"  to  distinguiih  him  proba- 
bly, from  the  original  subscriber  by  that  name  who  forfeited  and  who  wa.s  his  grandfather. 
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David  Scott,  Samuel  "Warner,  son  of  Thomas, 

George  Scott,  Sen.,  George  Wclton, 

George  Scott,  Jr.,  John  Welton,  Jr., 

Jonathan  Scott,  Jr.,  Richard  "Welton, 

Obadiah  Scott,  Stephen  AVehon, 

Robert  Scott,  Thomas  "Wchon, 
Samuel  Scott, 

John  Scovill,  Jr.,  1*-  Propriety  Lot, 
John  Stanley,  Jr.,  Propriety  Lot, 

Samuel  Stanley,  S*^  Propriety  Lot, 
Lieut.  Timothy  Stanley,  bachelor  lot,  4:^^  Propriety  Lot, 
Stephen  Upson,  Jr.,  John  "Warner, 

Tliomas  Upson,  William  Scott, 

Benjamin  Warner,  Sen.,  5'*'  Propriety  Lot,  ^ 
Benjomiu  Warner,  Jr.,  Moses  Bronson,f  )" 

Ephraim  Warner,  6     Propriety  Lot. 
John  Warner,  Sen.,"*  bachelor  lot, 

In  the  early  Jiistory  of  WaterLury,  the  town,  for  conven- 
ience, was  divided  in  four  sections.  That  part  <:>f  it  lvin£^' 
east  of  the  Xangatuck  Eiver  and  north  of  the  Farmino-ton 
road  was  the  northeast  quarter.  That  part  situated  cast  of 
the  river  and  south  of  said  road  was  the  south  east  quarter. 
Of  the  territory  Avest  of  the  river,  that  wliich  hiy  north  of  tlie 
Woodbury  road  was  the  northwest  quarter,  and  tluit  south 
of  said  road  was  the  southwest  quarter.  AVben  deeds  were 
given,  the  quarter  in  which  the  hind  hiy  v^'as  usually  named. 
There  was  a  land  measurer  for  each  quarter,  whose  duty  it 
w^as  to  lay  out  the  hind  within  his  territory.  AVhen  a  lot  was 
drawn  for  a  division,  a  certiticate  or  note  was  given  by  tlie 
town  clerk  to  each  proprietor  or  claimant,  directed  to  the 
town  measurer,  authorizing  him  to  lay  out  on  a  certain  pro- 
priety right  and  to  tlie  person  to  whom  it  was  given,  tlie 
as^reed  number  of  acres.  These  "  notes "  were  written  on 
small  pieces  of  paper  from  three  to  four  inches  square,  several 
of  which  are  novv  in  my  possession  ;  some  of  them  dating  as 
far  back  as  1723.  When  a  piece  of  land  was  found  which 
suited  the  holder,  which  was  often  not  till  the  lapse  of  manv 
years,  he  got  it  measured  arid  indorsed  upon  the  paper.  There 

*  John  ■'Varner,  Sen.  b;ichelr>r  lot — The  Sen.  is  intemled  to  distinguish  him  from  ''Johu  War- 
ner, tailor,"  (i*on  of  Thomas,)  who  had  been  made  a  bachelor  and  forfeited.  The  bachelor  lot 
characterizes  the  lot  aa  distinct  from  the  origiaai  propriety  of  his  father,  which  is  also  written 
John  Warner,  Sen. 

tThia  name  is  omitted  in  the  subsequent  lists.  ' 
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nnist  be  manv  of  tliese  certificate?,  given  for  the  later  laiui  di- 
visions, still  outstaiKling  and  still  unsatisfied. 

x\fter  1722,  tlie  land  divisions  were  frequent.  In  1723,  one 
acre  on  £1  was  distributed,  (or  a  note  "  given  for  it ;)  in 
1727,  one  acre  ;  in  1730,  forty  acres,  one  rood,  luid  ten  rods 
on  £100,  in  the  "north  west  quarter;"  in  173S-9,  one  quarter 
of  one  acre  on  £1 ;  in  1747-S,  one  quarter  of  an  acre  ;  in  1751, 
one  half  an  acre  ;  in  1759,  one  half  an  acre  on  £1,  and  five 
acres  "in  sequester''  on  £100;  in  17S0,  one  quarter  of  an 
acre  on  £1,  and  two  and  a  half  acres  on  £100  "in  sequester ;'' 
in  1792,  one  half  an  acre  on  £1,  and  two  and  a  half  acres  on 
£100;  in  1S02,  one  quarter  of  an  acre  on  £1.  Up  to  1715, 
there  had  been  two  hundred  and  forty-nine  acres  and  twenty 
rods  distributed  on  each  bachelor  propriety.  In  17S0,  the 
number  had  been  increased  to  four  hundred  and  eleven  acres 
and  twenty  rods.  From  this,  an  approximate  estimate  may  be 
made  of  the  quantity  of  land  received,  in  the  same  time,  by 
each  original  proprietor,  or  his  representatives. 

Before  the  incorporation  of  the  town,  the  land  grants  made 
by  the  proprietors  appear  to  have  been  ratified  l)y  the  grand 
committee.  Any  want  of  formality  on  the  pai't  of  the  [)ro- 
prietors  would,  I  suppose,  have  been  corrected  by  this  subse- 
quent ratification.  Lut  after  Mattatuck  was  made  a  town, 
things  were  changed.  The  forms  of  law  must  be  observed,  in 
order  that  the  titles  to  lands  obtained  by  grant  or  division 
should  be  valid.  These  lands  were  parceled  out  at  public 
meetings.  Tliese  meetings  are  called,  in  the  records,  some- 
times town  meetings,  at  other  times  proprietors'  meetings, 
'as  will  be  observed  from  the  record-extracts  which  have 
been  made  from  time  to  time.)  All  the  inhabitants  of  the 
place  took  part  in  tliem.  So  long  as  all  who  were  of  a  proper 
age  to  act  were  proprietors,  as  they  were  for  a  considerable 
time  after  the  settlement  was  begun,  tlie  evil  might  not  be  se- 
rious of  a  town  meeting,  so  called,  undertaking  to  transact 
proprietors'  Inisiness.  But,  after  a  time,  the  case  was  ditier- 
ent.  Individuals  began  to  make  their  appearance  who  owned 
no  right  in  the  undivided  lands.  At  first,  these  were  the 
grown  up  s<>ns  of  proprietors.  They  all  met  in  town  meetings 
and  voted,  not  only  on  the  questions  which  concerned  the 
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tlie  town  alone,  but  on  those  wliicli  related  to  the  proprietors 
alone.  Such  questions  were  determined  bv  a  major  vote. 
iSTo  regard  was  had  to  the  inequality  of  riglits.  He  who 
owned  £50  propriety  had  one  vote,  he  wdio  owned  £1<)0  had 
but  one,  and  he  who  owned  nothing  had  one.  After  the  with- 
drawal of  the  committee,  there  was  no  jKiwer  at  hand  to  ratify 
proceedings  an<l  correct  mistakes.  How  long  these  irregidari- 
ties  were  continued,  I  am  not  quite  sure  ;  but  there  appears 
to  have  been  no  separate  record  of  tovrn  meetings  kept  till 
December,  109S.  And  for  many  years  afterwards,  down  cer- 
tainly to  1713,  these  meetings  occasionally  granted  lands,  S:c. 
At  length,  the  error  became  manifest,  and  evil  results  were 
apprehended.  Men  perceived  that  they  held  their  lands  by 
an  insecure  tenure.  Tlie  validity  of  claims  based  on  town 
grants  and  town  action  was  denied.  The  best  interests  of  so- 
ciety— those  interests  connected  with  the  security  of  landed 
property — were  put  in  jeopardy.  The  people  of  Waterb^ii-y 
were  not  alone  in  their  embarrassment.  Other  towns  had  un- 
consciously fallen  into  the  same  error.  In  some  instances, 
proprietors  attempted  to  correct  the  mistake  by  ratifying  wliat 
the  towns  had  done.  It  would  not  do,  however,  and  tlie  Gen- 
eral Assembly  was  at  length  called  on  to  interpose.  At  the 
May  session,  1TS3,  an  act  was  passed  validating  all  grants, 
divisions,  or  dispositions  of  common  lands  made  according  to 
ancient  custom  in  town  meetings,"  whether  made  before,  or 
after,  the  towns  were  incorporated.  It  was,  at  the  same  time, 
enacted,  ^'that  no  person  whatsoever  hj  becoming  an  inhabit- 
ant of  a  town,  or  by  any  other  mearis  against  or  without  the 
consent  of  such  proprietors,  shall  be  taken  or  esteemed  to  liave 
any  estate,  title,  right,  or  interest "  in  the  common  or  undi> 
vided  lands  of  any  towns.  It  was  also  enacted,  that  the  pro- 
prlet*  srs,  in  tlieir  meetings,  should  have  full  power,  by  their 
major  votes,  to  be  reconed  according  to  their  interest  in  the 
common  land,  to  regulate,  improve,  manage,  and  divide  such 
common  land,  in  such  manner  and  proportion  as  they  shall  see 
good." 
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C  H  A  P  T  E  K  X  I, 

FERSONAL  NOTICES  OF  THE  FIRST  SETTLERS  OF  WATERCURY. 

Of  the  thirly-foiir  proprietors  of  Warerbury.  vjlio  became 
settlers  before  ICSS,  all,  except  four,  vere  from  Fanuington. 
Abraham  Andruss,  Sen.,  was  from  Fairfield,  Josepli  Gnylord 
was  originally  from  "Windsor,  John  Ilopkins  from  Hartford 

and  Beiijamin  Jones  from  .    They  were  all  fai'mers. 

Some  of  tlien.i  had  trades — snchasare  in  most  demand  in  nevv^ 
settlements — to  wliicli  tliey  devoted  a  part  of  tjieir  time,  par- 
ticuiarly  v.dien  tiie  weather  v^-as  unfavoraljle  for  fariii  woj-k. 
There  Avere  among  tliem  a  few  men  of  substance  ;  but  i^aTi or- 
al Iv  tlioy  were  in  moderate  circumstaMces.  Xor.e  wa-^  ncl?, 
none  very  poor.  All  labored  v.dtli  their  hands.  As  t(.)  fandly 
and  station,  they  were  from  tlie  great  rriiddle  class — tliat 
which  lies  at  the  fonndation  of  society  and  whicli  perpetuates 
the  race.'-'"  Several  were  hon^jraUy,  or  ratlier  respectably, 
connected,  bnt  there  were  no  patrician  families.  ^Sot  one  of 
them  bore  a  name  which  was  particularly  distinguished  in  tiie 
early  history  of  the  colonies,  ^vitli  tlie  exception  of  Horkino, 
the  town  miller;  and  he  is  not  known  to  have  been  a  rt'lation 
of  Gov.  Hopkins.  I  have  n<;.t  succeeded  very  well  in  tracing 
their  ori:::n.  Farther  investigatii^ns  will  discover  more  facts^ 
undoubtedly;  but  I  have  rarely  been  able  to  track  theii',  in  tlie 
ascending  lino,  beyond  Hartford,  or  the  old  towns  uf  Connec- 
ticut.   We  may  rest  assured,  however,  that  they  had  an  anii- 

*  Mr.  ilulHstf-.  in  his  History  cf  Ccnnectic-.U,  (V'.l.  I,  Chapter  XX,)  has  taken  ."oriie  pains 
to  show  xhi:i  the  early  plancer.s  of  the  Colony  were  of  goo'J  ciesceiit  and  beloi  Ktri  ^o  the  bt-tter 
classes  of  the  Eri;d'-<h  people.  In  a  certain  iemo  I  admit  thi  i.  Bat  itshouhi  be  renieo-be-red  that 
no  other  clas.^es  ieave  a  permanent  posterity.  Tiie  vile,  the  dissolute,  the  innrm,  the  thrifl- 
1«3S,  those  of  mean  endow'iient.a,  mental  and  bodily,  die  out  by  a  natural  law,  leaving  few  im- 
mediate and  no  remote  descendants.  They  perish  from  want,  violence  and  internal  rottenness. 
Their  iiumbers  are  kept  good  only  by  accessions  from  without,  Coniinfj  in  contact  with  a 
strongti"  ahd  better  race,  tiiey  ara  overrun  and  disappear.    .\nd  it  is  we'd  for  humaniry  that 

is  so.  Thus,  by  an  invincible  law  of  nature,  •' tiie  better  chasses," — not  the  "  landed  gentry  "  ue. 
cessarily — but  tiiose  of  sound  mental,  nioral  and  bodi'y  conhtitution^ — become  the  true  and  only 
progenitors  of  a  people.    Thua,  virtue  confjuers  vice,  aad  strt^ngth  overcomes  we^kne.«i. 
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quit  J,  and  a  very  hoary  one  too.  I  have  not  consulted  books 
of  heraldry,  partly,  if  you  please,  because  I  expected  to  make 
no  discoveries  in  that  quarter.  I  do  not  suppose  the  ancestors 
of  the  Judds,  tlie  Hickoxes,  the  Bronsons  and  the  AVeltons 
ever  "bore  arms;"  and  if  the  fact  were  otherwise,  it  Vv'ouldnot 
make  an  unwortliy  descendant  respectable.  It  would  not  save 
him  from  the  pillorj',  or  the  halter,  Tho^-e  who  are  ambitious 
for  coats  of  arms,  may  find  them  in  Xew  York,  on  sale,  clicaper 
than  broadcloth.^* 

At  an  early  period,  there  was  a  law  of  the  colony  requiring 
marriages,  births  and  deaths  to  be  recorded  by  the  town  clerk, 
with  penalties  for  neglect  or  delay.  This  law,  hov>-ever,  seenio 
to  have  been  very  imperfectly  observed  in  Waterbury.  Dur- 
ing Joliu  Stanley's  clerkship,  no  record  of  these  things  was 
kept,  or  at  least,  none  has  been  preserved.  The  only  item  of 
the  kind  entered  by  him,  is  the  birth  of  his  son  Timothy,  in 
1689,  Thomas  Jndd,  Jr.,  was  made  register  in  1096,  and  in 
1699,  he  appears  to  have  commenced  a  record  of  marriages, 
births  and  deaths,  and  made  it  retrospective  to  some  extent. 
If  the  male  head  of  a  family  was  then  living  in  ^Vaterbury,  he, 
in  some  cases,  gave  an  account  of  his  children  born  in  the 
town,  with  the  date,  and  in  a  few  instances  of  thctse  born  l^e- 
fore  he  joined  the  settlement.  Thus,  in  tlie  case  of  Abraham 
Andruss,  Sen's  children,  the  record  begins  with  the  birth 
(place  not  mentioned)  of  the  first  child,  in  167:2;  while  in  the 
instance  of  Isaac  Bronson's  cliildren,  it  commences  v>ith  the 
fourth  cliild,  being  the  first  born  in  Waterbury,  in  16S0.  It  is 
impossible  to  discover  from  written  evidence,  the  date  of  the 
first  birth  from  Eur.jpean  parents  that  occurred  in  tlie  town; 
but  the  first  registered  birth  was  that  of  Ilebecca,  daiigliter  of 
Thomas  and  Mary  Richason,  April  27,  1679.  She  m.  John 
Warner,  son  of  John,  afterwards  a  deacon  of  the  Westbiiry 
church.   Icichard,  son  of  John  and  Mary  Yv^elton,  registered  by 


*  Since  the  above  vrns  written,  I  have  looked  into  Burke's  Encyclopedia  of  Heraldry,  (Lend., 
1844.)  I  find  there  the  following  name?,  (to  wit:)  Andrews,  Barnes,  Branson,  or  Braunson, 
Carrington,  Clark,  Hancock,  Ilicoox,  Hopkins,  Jones,  Judd,  Lewis,  Newell,  Peck,  Porter,  Rich- 
ards, Kichardson,  Scott,  Southmead,  Stanley,  Upton,  Walton,  Warner. 

Any  one  who  is  interested  in  this  iaforination  and  is  out  at  the  elbows  can  pursue  the  inquiry. 
It  may  be  he  will  find  something  that  will  fit  him — a  "coat  "  on  which  are  blazonea  hi:*  for- 
gotten, and  with  which  he  may  corer  his  dishonored,  "arms." 
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Mr.  Soutlimayd,  was  born  sometime  in  March,  1GS('/'  If 
date  is  intended  for  1G80,  new  style^  as  it  probably  is.  Ivicii^ird 
Welton  may  be  regarded,  till  evidence  to  the  cunt!-arv  \^ 
shown,  as  the  lirst  male  child  born  in  the  ISTangaiuck  A'al't  y, 
above  Derby.  Family  tradition  concurs  vrith  the  iTi'licrjiuns 
of  the  record. 

Marriages  in  olden  times  were  celebrated  by  the  ir^n  LTii  ^r, 
depnty  governor,  assistants,  or  commissioners.  Clcriryiiu  -i 
rarely  performed  the  ceremony  before  1700.  Bapt!--iis  t^-nk 
place  a  few  days  after  birth;  sometimes,  vrlien  a  magi.-rrate  cr 
minister  lived  in  the  village,  "immediately  after,'' as  the  eld 
record  saith. 

Until  IGOr],  wills  were  probated  and  estates  settled  in  tlio 
Court  of  Magistrates.  At  this  date,  the  several  coinities,  f.»i:r 
in  nnnd)er,  were  established,  and  this  business  was  givL'U  [•  >  ihe 
County  courts.  It  was  continued  in  these  courts  till  tlu'  foiui- 
ties  were  divided  into  probate  districts.  Waterbury  at  tir.-t 
belonged  to  Hartford  County,  and  its  probate  biioint-s  was 
done  in  the  County  Court  of  Hartford  till  1710.  \x  x]^\< 
period  the  town  was  anxexed  to  the  district  of  VrtH.-diniry.  It 
thus  continued  till  1779,  when  the  Waterbury  Dis^'ict  ^v:is  c 
tablished.  On  the  probate  record  of  Hartford,  V\'o<>d!>ury 
and  Waterbury,  I  have  been  obliged  to  rely  for  many  t'.iets 
relatins:  to  the  earlv  settlers  of  Waterburv. 

ABRAHAM  AXDRUSS,  Sen. 

The  name  is  usually  spelled  Andrews,  though  rarely  or  i:e\'er 
on  our  record.    He  was  tlie  son  of  Thomas  Andrews,  who  re- 
moved from  Hartford  to  Bankside,  in  Fairtield,  and  wh<>  li.id 
four  sons — J<)hri,  Abraham,  Jeremiah  and  Thomas — and 
daughters.    His  will  bore  the  date  of  16G2. 

Abraliani  Andruss,  Sen.,  was  one  of  the  thirty  who  siguid 
the  articles  of  1G71:.  He  had  an  £S0  pro[)ritity,  and  wa.^  auM-i!:.' 
the  earliest  settlers  of  Mattatuck.  His  name  is  on  all  tii'-  li-t-^ 
of  those  wlio  had  early  divisions  of  fence.  He  and  Tifii'-thy 
Staidey  were  the  first  townsmen,  or  selectmen  of  rlie  town, 
they  being  spoken  of  as  holding  this  otiice  in  IGSi.  He  -u!<- 
seqnently  occupied  the  saine  position  in  1G90, 1G02, 17' i  <  ■ ' ^ 
171 1,  171G.    He  was  town  survevor  in  ITOO  and  aftor^val<l^; 

Ao      '  ^  .  —  •}  -  ■        \  ■    ■    V  ....   
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a  deputy  to  the  General  Court  at  tlie  May  session,  in 
one  of  the  signers  of  tlie  agreement  to  pay  Mr.  Peck  £60  |)er 
year,  in  10S9,  and  a  frequent  member  of  important  committees 
appointed  by  the  town  and  proprietors.  On  the  whole,  he  was 
a  man  of  considerable  note  among  the  first  settlers  of  Water- 
bury. 

Andruss  had  a  *'  house  lot"  jSToy.,  lOST,  at  the  west  end  of 
the  village,  near  where  the  late  Dr.  Buckley  liyed.  It  was 
bounded  east  on  Jolm  Welton,  west  on  "a  great  lot,"  (the  cor- 
ner lot.)  Nothing  is  said  of  a  house.  The  lot  was  conyeyed, 
April  ISth,  169<),  to  Dayid  Scott,  and  afterwards  to  Eobert 
Scott,  Thomas  Judd,  Jr.  and  John  Southmayd.  There  is  no 
liouse  mentioned  in  any  of  the  conyeyances. 

January  22'^  If'iSo  [?]  the  town  granted  to  abraham  andrus  sonor  a  peic  of  land 
buting  on  _\*  mill  Riaer  and  on  common  fenc  aganst  s**  andruses  three  acre  lot. 
proulded  it  do  not  pregedis  high  waves  and  he  build  a  hous  or  set  up  a  tan  yard.* 

Tins  lot  was  recorded  in  16ST,  as  four  acres,  and  is  described 
as  butting  north  on  the  common,  easterly  on  tlie  riyer,  south- 
erly on  the  common,  westerly  on  the  top  of  the  hill.  March 
10,  ITOi,"  it  was  again  recorded,  and  is  mentioned  as  contain- 
ing 3^  acres,  wirh  a  dwelling  house,  "  butting  south  on  the  com- 
mon fence,  north  and  west  on  the  highway,  east  at  the  southeast 
corner  coming  to  the  river,  and  at  the  nortiieast  corner  falling 
ft)ur  rods  aiid  a  luilf  from  the  mill  riyer,  so  cattle  may  ])as3 
safely  oyer  the  river."  It  was  sitiuited  below  the  mill,  imme- 
diately below  the  present  bridge,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river, 
boundino:  on  the  ris  er  at  the  luwer  corner,  and  fallini>:  fuurand 
a  lialf  rods  from  it,  next  the  road  which  came  from  the  village. 
From  the  fact  that  a  tan-yard  is  mentioned  in  the  original  grant, 
it  is  probable  that  Andruss  was  a  tanner. 

In  ITIT-S,  when  it  became  necessary  to  provide  for  declin- 
ing years,  Andruss  con^'eyed  to  his  younge.-^t  son,  Thomas, 
lands,  d'c,  as  follows — /  rhe  deed  is  signed  by  a  mark,  and  bears 
the  date  of  January  4th,  1717)  : 


*  B^jt  few  of  the  land  titles  of  the  firt  l  propritrtors  of  Waterbiiry,  acquired  in  the  first  years  of 
the  settlement.,  can  be  traced  to  specific  grants  froni  the  Coiony's  committee,  or  the  proprietors, 
or  to  land  divisions,  or  to  any  other  valid  scarce.  This  is  paiticularly  the  fact  with  the  house 
lots.  Those  of  the  present  generation  who  hold  the  lands  referred  to  must  rely  for  the  good- 
ness of  their  titles  on  the  validating  acts  of  the  Assembly. 
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For  and  in  concediration  of  my  son  thomas  andrus  who  now  lives  with  nu.' 
tacking  the  care  of  my  self  and  my  wife  while  we  live  unles  my  wife  -liouhl  i,',- 
left  by  me  and  mary  again  and  finding  of  us  with  o,  sutable  and  conifoi  tablc  main- 
tenance and  tacking  the  whole  care  of  us  l)oth  while  we  live  both  in  <^ixnos  am]  in 
helth  and  for  the  loue  and  good  will  which  I  do  bare  towards  my  i:on  thonuis  *  * 
*  I  giue  him  the  whole  of  my  teame  and  all  the  tackling  there  unto  beioisirin'^' 
both  of  Iron  and  wood  and  all  tools  that  I  have  that  is  nesary  to  carry  on  iiu."-- 
bandry  work  *  *  *  *  I  give  unto  my  son  thomas  all  the  lands  I  stand 
posest  of  within  the  bounds  of  Waterbury  with  the  balding  fencing  oichard't!!: 
thare  to  belonging  and  the  whole  of  my  propriety  in  the  undeuided  land  ho  to 
tacke  posesion  of  the  one  half  now  and  the  other  half  at  my  deccas  [&c.] 

When  tlie  new  meeting  lionse  was  seated,  in  1729,  G-jod- 
inan  Andruss  and  his  wife''  were  phxced  in  the  seat  nexr  tlie 
pulpit,  on  tlie  west  side,  opposite  the  minister,  this  high  jio-i- 
tion  being  due  to  their  age  and  worth.  But  the  poor  ninn 
died  soon  after,  or  before  Decemljer  of  the  same  ycnv,  hu  l-einj- 
the  hist  (who  settled  in  Waterbury)  of  the  original  thirty  snli- 
scribers.  His  inventory,  taken  in  Dec,  1731,  amounted  i>> 
£30,  15s. 

Abraham  Andruss  married  Eebecca.  a  dauglitcr  of 
Carrington,  also  an  original  pro2')rietor.  Their  chihlrvn  v/crt-  : — 

1.  Rebecca;  born  Dec.  16,  1672;  married  about  1696,  William  Ilickux. 

2.  Mary;  b.  March  10,  1674-5;  m.  April,  16U3,  Daniel  Warner,  ton  of  l'.;n:rl 
Warner  of  Farmington. 

3.  Hannah  ;  b.  Sep.  8,  167S  ;  m.  ''Zopher  Xorthrup." 

4.  Abraham  ;  b.  Oct.  14,  168(>.  lie  was  admitted  as  a  bachelor  proprietor 
March  18,  1701;  m.  Nov.  .),  17!»2,  Hannah,  duighter  of  Thomas  Sic[>!ic!is  ot  Miti- 
dletown,  by  whom  he  had  a  son  born  in  Waterbury,  Sep.  6,  17(j3.  He  hud  a  hoiy-" 
and  half  an  acre  and  twelve  rods  of  ground  in  Feb.  170*2-3.  butted  on  all  >i(li.s  or- 
highway,  and  situated,  apparently,  west  and  in  front  of  the  old  null,  b.-t-.v^'cii 
*'  Union  Square"'  and  the  Scovill  Manuf'g  Co's  rolling  mill.  He  rcmaiiu_d,  Imov. 
ever,  only  long  enough  to  secure  his  propriety  right.  March  12,  17i>5-<',  he  ^<.id 
his  place  to  his  father,  and  received  in  payment  certain  lands  in  Farmingto!!.  t*;- 
which  'town  he  had  already  removed.  He  had  five  children  born  th.ere  b.  in<  ri; 
1705  and  1712.  After-vards  he  turned  up  in  Saybrook,  where  he  was  dcnoniina:<'il 
"doctor."    He  wus  the      :  1733. 

5.  Sarah;  b.  March  lo,  1683-4;  m.  Joseph  Lewis,  and  d.  March  6,  17:3. 
>  6.  Rachel;  b.  July  11,  1686  ;  m.  Samuel  (>rvi.-e. 

7.  John;  b.  July  IB,  1688,  He  m.  Martha  Warner  and  removed  early  to  Far- 
mington, where  he  had  several  children.  He  was  there  in  1710,  1715,  172:!,  ^nd 
had  returned  to  Waterbury  in  1724,  where  his  seventh  and  eightli  ciiildrcn  vvi-r.- 
born — the  hist  in  1728.  He  lived  in  the«  southeast  quarter,  in  1730,  nc  ir  Ju.-i.- 
Meadow.    In  1748-9  he  was  an  inhabitant  of  Woodbury. 

8.  Thomas;  b.  '*  March  6,  1694."  He  became  a  bachelor  proprietor  in  lll'^, 
and  married  Mary,  d.  of  John  Turner  of  Hartford,  Nov.  2.  1725,  by  wijons  he  h.^l 
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three  diiug-htcrg  born  in  "Waterbury,  the  last  iu  1734.  In  1731,  he  exchanged  with 
Stephen  Kelsey  his  house  and  hands  for  a  house  and  .><ixty-nine  acres  on  the  Wood- 
bury road,  near  the  "Woodbury  line.  These  last  iie  sold,  ir,  173.5,  to  Thoiaas 
Mathews,  Jr.  of  Wallingford,  to  which  place  he  removed  soon  after. 

ABRAHAM  ANDRUSS,  Jk.,  or  Cooper. 

He  was  calledjiDiior  because  he  vvas  younger  than  his  name- 
sake, tlie  term  in  those  days  having  no  reference  to  faniily 
rehitionship.  The  term  cooper  designated  his  occu}iation.  He 
was  a  son  of  John  (and  Mary)  Andrews.  The  father  was  an 
early  settler  of  Parniington,  and  one  of  the  first  (and  non 
"  fulfilling  ")  signers  of  the  articles  for  the  settlement  of  Wa- 
terbury. He  had  seven  sons,  John,  Abraham,  Sanuiel,  Dan- 
iel, Joseph,  (who  signed  tlie  articles,  but  never  came  to  "Water- 
bury,)  Stephen,  Benjamin,  and  three  daughters,  Mary,  (rhe 
mother  of  Benjamin  Barnes,)  Hamiah,  (who  married  Obadiah 
Eichards,)  and  Bachel.  He  died  in  BJSl,  (his  wife  in  May, 
1G91,)  leaving  legacies  to  several  of  his  grandchildren,  includ- 
ing John  and  Abraham  Andruss  and  John  Bichards. 

Abraham  Andruss,  Jr.,  or  cooper  Andruss,  (born  Oct.  31, 
1618,  baptized,  April  2d,  1654,)  had  a  £100  propriety  and' 
subscribed  the  articles  "in  the  room  of  John  Judd.'"  His 
name  is  first  mentioned  in  the  allotment  of  the  fourtli  division 
of  fence.    He  was  one  of  those  who  were  declared,  F<:^b.  6th, 

1682,  to  have  forfeited  their  rights.  On  promise  of  "  submis- 
sion and  reformation,"  however,  he  was  again  put  in  possession 
of  his  allotments.    His  name  is  on  tlie  list  of  proprietors  iu 

1683,  and  on  all  subsecpient  lists.  Xotiiing  in  particular  is 
known  of  his  standing.  His  house  and  a  house  lot  of  two 
acres  were  on  the  north  corner  of  AYestMain  and  Bank  streets, 
butting  west  on  Daniel  Porter  and  soutb  on  common  land. 
He  married  Sarah,  a  .igh.ter  of  Robert  Porter.  They  l)Ot!i 
joined  the  church  in  Parmington,  Jan.  8d,  16S6.  He  died 
May  3d,  1693,  leaving  his  widow  pregnant.  His  in  ;entorv 
amounted  to  £177, 17s.  3d.:  and  the  estate  was  distributed,  M'^arch 
20th,  1691-5.  accordinj^  to  law — one  third  of  tlie  movables 
and  the  use  of  the  real  estate  during  life,  to  tlie  widow,  a 
double  portion  of  the  remainder  to  the  oldest  son,  Abraliam, 
and  equal  shares  to  the  other  children.  The  family  all  remuv- 
ed  to  Danbury,  the  widow  having  married  James  Benedict  uf 
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tliat  place.  In  March,  1707,  slie  relinquislied  lier  riulit  to  tluj 
real  estate  in  Waterbuiy,  and  the  homestead  was  takuii  by  t]iv 
eldest  son,  Abraham, 

Andruss  children,  all  mentioned  in  the  settlement  of  tlie 
estate  in  1707-S,  were,  as  far  as  known: 

1.  Sarah  ;  baptized  in  Farniington  March  0th,  3CS3-4,  and  m.  Thoriuis  ILiyir.on.i 
of  Norwalk,  where  they  were  both  hving  in  1723. 

2.  Abi'ahara  ;  baptized  July  17,  1687, (?)  in  Fannlngton. 

3.  Mary;  baptized  in  Farmingtou  in  1689 ;  m.  James  Benedict  of  Dan])ury, 

4.  Benjamin. 

5.  Robert.* 

Andruss  propriety  was  owned  by  William  Jiidd,  in  11'2L 
and,  in  June  of  the  same  year,  was  sold  to  Samuel  Wliittle-c-y 
of  AVallingford,  for  £4-2. 

BEXJAMIX  BARXES. 

Ilis  father,  Thomas  Barnes,  was  an  original  propriety -r  iiu'-l 
settler  of  Ilartfoid  and  a  soldier  in  the  Perpiot  war  <>f  l'>-,'7. 
Por  his  services  in  tliat  war,  he  received,  in  1G71.  IVkiii  tio' 
colonial  Assembly,  a  grant  of  land  of  tifry  acres.  Wlicn  the 
settlement  of  Farmington  was  commenced,  he  ]>ecame  a  pro- 
prietor and  settled  in  that  place.  lie  ^vas  appointed  a  ser- 
geant of  the  train-band  in  1651,  and  became  a  memlicr  of  tl",' 
church  in  1G53.  Ilis  wife  was  Mary,  daughter  of  lliunui-^ 
xVndrews.    He  died  in  lOSS.    His  children  were  : — 

1.  Benjamin;  b.  1653.  2.  Jose[>h  ;  baptized  1655;  ui, 
July  S,  16S4:,  A])igail  Gibbs,  and  d.  Jan.  23, 1710-1.  3.  Sarah  ; 
m.  John  Scovili.  1.  Thomas;  m.  June,  1690,  Mary  J*»m-. 
and  became  a  deacon.  5.  Ebenezer;  m.  April  S,  16j.)0,  De:**)- 
rah  Orvis  or  Orvice,  and  died  1756.        '  S'-^  -  "  '  " 

Benjamin  Barnes  was  accepted  as  a  proprietor  of  Wate:-- 
bury,  Jan.  15,  1677,  (1677-S,)  taking  the  place  of 
Seymour.    He  was  an  early  settlt^*,  but  probably  was  u*'T 
th^  iiTst  company.    He  had  no  allotrricnt  of  fence  iri  thu  fu.--!: 


*  Mxfy  Benedict  and  Ab.-ahaai,  Rohert  :ind  John  Ar.drnsi,  "heirs  of  Abraham  A.-i'lr u:>?,  co-'i  - 
er,"  were  all  living  in  Danbury  in  1754,  (Wat.  L.  R.,  Voi.  VIU,  p.  5i1.^  Whetl,>^r  rr.i>  J  I  n 
Andruss  was  a  son  of  cooper  Andruss,  or  a  grandson  and  represented  BeD.jaaiir.*i  iiitt  rc.-t,  L 
am  unable  to  gay. 
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division;  but  bis  name  is  found  in  tlie  other  divisions.  He 
signed  the  agreement  with  Mr.  Peck,  in  16S9  ;  was  moderator 
of  proprietors'  meetings,  in  IGOtt-S  ;  ''grave  digger  "  in  1G90: 
townsman,  school  connnittee,  lister,  hayward,  collector  and 
grand  juror,  at  ditlerent  times;  deputy  to  the  General  Court, 
in  1703.  His  house  and  home  lot  of  two  acres  were  on  the 
comer  of  West  and  Xorth  Main  streets,  the  lot  heing  bounded, 
in  ICS 7,  easterly  and  south  on  highway,  north  on  common  and 
westerly  on  Samuel  Hickox.  The  homestead  and  some  out- 
lands  he  conveyed,  in  1714,  to  his  son  Thomas,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  said  Thomas  takin^r  care  of  him  while  he  lived  and 
paying  his  just  debts,  "  and  taking  the  care  of  his  lather's  Avife, 
if  he  should  liaue  one,  with  a  comfortable  mantainance.  and 
tlie  whole  term  of  her  being  his  widow.''  Afterwards,  in  172S, 
the  homestead,  now  two  and  a  half  acres,  was  conveyed  to 
Joseph  Smith,  father  and  son  uniting  in  the  deed.  When  tlie 
new  meeting  house  came  to  be  seated,  "  Goodman  Barnes,'' 
(still  a  widower,  apparently,)  along  with  other  aged  worthies, 
was  voted  into  tlie  lirst  pew  at  the  west  end  of  the  pulpit. 

Benjamin  Barnes  was  married  to  Sarah  .    He  joined 

the  Farmington  church  March  22d,  1690-1.  He  died  xVpril 
24,  1731,  being  the  last  of  the  original  proprietors  who  be- 
came settlers  as  early  as  he.  His  wife  died  in  the  great  sick- 
ness, Dec.  ,21st,  1712.    Their  children  were  : — 

1.  Benjamin  ;  b.  Sep.  IGS-t  and  d.  in  May,  1700.  He  was  a  bachelor  proprietor, 
and  his  estate,  being  thirty  eight  acres  and  a  £40  propriety,  was  distributed  to  his 
brothers  and  sisters. 

'2.  John;  b.  Aug.  1-2,  1686,  and  was  baptized  in  Farmington,  (together  with  his 
brother,  Benjamin.)  Dec.  1,1689.  He  became  a  bachelor  proprietor  at  the  age 
of  '21 ;  m.  March  28,  1728,  Mary,  widow  of  Samuel  Porter  and  d.  of  John  Bron- 
son,  and  died  3iarch  21,  1763.  His  widow  died  Jan.  27,  1774.  He  had  five  child- 
ren, the  four  youngest  of  whom  died  in  the  great  sickness  of  174v^.  His  occupa- 
tion was  that  of  a  ''husbandman."    He  lived  at  Judd's  Meadow,  west  of  the  river. 

3.  A  son;  b.  Muv  lo,  1689  ;  d.  tiie  sauie  month. 

4.  Thomas;  b.  May  11,  1690;  baptized  in  Farmington,  June  8,  1C90.  He  had 
a  bachelor  lot,  and  was  at  diifcrent  times  selectman,  school  committee,  constable, 
kc.  He  was  a  shoemaker  and  i.s  called,  also,  "  cordwinder."  In  Feb.  1718-19, 
his  father  gave  to  him,  in  the  language  of  the  deed,  "  fifty  acres  of  land  belong- 
ing to  me  which  wa.s  given  to  my  father  by  the  generall  court  for  pequor  war 
serus."  After  the  sale  of  his  father's  homestead,  he  lived,  for  a  time,  on  the  .south- 
west corner  of  Cook  and  Grove  streets.  This  place  he  sold,  in  1735,  to  Jonathan 
Garnsey,  and  in  1752,  lived  on  the  west  side  of  Willow  street,  a  little  north  of 
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Grove,  ina  house  which  is  still  standing.  He  wa?  a  sergeniit  in  the  rraip.-bun(l,  :ui.-; 
m.  "Jau.  4,  17-21,"  Susanna,  the  d.  of  Edward  Scovill  of  Haddam.  Tli-'y  !,  •-; 
six  children.  He  died  Xov.  29,  1112.  Kis  will,  dated  Dec.  iToS,  nieui!ou.-i  Li^ 
wife,  Susanna,  a  married  daughter,  Susanna  Terrel,  and  one  son,  Daniel. 

5.  Ebenezcr;  b.  "March  15,  1693,"  and  d.  "March  10,  1113." 

6.  Sarah  ;  b.  Aug.  15,  1695,  and  m.  Thomas  Day,  Jr.  They  livoil  ii.  (%>!vh='^- 
ter  in  ll'Io,  and  then  sold  all  their  rights  of  land  in  Wateiburv  io  'j'i-.nnui^ 
Barnes. 

7.  Samuel;  b.  "  March  lo,  IGO"  ;"  m.  June  4,  172-2,  Mary,  d.  of  John  John-or: 
of  Derby,  and  had  nine  children. 

BROXSON. 

Tlie  name  is  usiially  spelled  Browjisou  on.  the  llarrtVud  .;.?<'.  ■ 
Brunson  on  tlie  Fannington  records.  Joliii  Bronsoii,  tlie  lathvr 
of  tlie  Waterburv  Bronsons,  was  early  in  IJartford.  llu  is  be- 
lieved, though  not  certainly  known,  to  have  been  one  of  ilie 
company  who  came  with  Mr.  Hooker,  in  1(136,  of  who-.,; 
chiircii  lie  was  a  member.  He  was  a  soldier  in  tlie  bhu-^iy 
Pequot  battle  of  1037.  He  is  not  named  among  rhe  ]j)%!];ri*- 
tors  of  Hartturd  in  the  land  division  of  lu3r» ;  but  is  Tnciib'-n- 
ed  in  the  saiiie  year  in  the  list  r)f  settlers,  wh<:^,  by  thvj  *•  toss  ii'j's 
coiirtesie "  had  liberty  to  fetch  woode  and  keepe  owin-o  or 
cowes  on  the  common."  His  honse  lot  was  in  tlie '*  sol'lit-r- 
lield,''so  called-,  in  the  north  part  of  the  old  village  of  Ilarrl'crd, 
on  the  ^'Xeck  Head,''  (supposed  to  have  been  given  for  service 
in  the  Pequot  war.j  where  he  lived  in  1040.  Hiiiman,  in  bis 
"First  Puritan  Settlers,''  thinks  that  his  father,  then  an  agvd 
man,  owning  no  land,  Picliard  by  name,  was  v.dth  him.  N'-'V. 
0th,  ICliO,  he  (Juhn  Bronson)  and  xVndrew  Warner  were  liHi d 
five  shillings  ''tor  putting  their  hogs  over  the  Great  KL'^r, 
and  five  shillings  for  every  day  they  left  tliem  there.'' 

After  the  purchase  of  Tunxis  (Famiington)  by  tlie  I  fart- 
ford  people,  John  Bronson,  about  1041,  removed  to  that  p'ace. 
His  house  lot  was  on  a  road  running  out  of  the  village  in 
easterly  directi<,»n  and  half  a  mile  distant.  (Bicliard  Bron.-on, 
supposed  to  have  been  his  brother,  also  an  original  pmprit'^ir 
and  from  Hartford,  liveil  near  byf)  He  was  one  of  the  >cy(-n 
pillars  at  the  organization  of  the  Fari'iiuLrton  church,  iu  l^'.'i*. 
He  was  a  deputy  to  the  (general  Court,  in  May,  and  at 

several  subse'-juent  sessions,  and     the  constable  of  Fari.-jirvg- 
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ton,"  wlio  collected  tlie  rate  for  ''y*^Fort  at  SeabrooA,*' in 
105-2.  May  10th,  1670,  Cherry  and  will  the  indian  widi 
three  of  the  milford  Indians  were  adjudged  to  pay  to  him  for 
sider  they  stole  from  liini  tvrenty  shillings.''  His  name  is  on 
the  list  of  freemen  of  Farmington  in  lOGD.  He  died  Kov.  2S, 
lGSO.~~Estate  £312.    His  children  were  :  — 

1.  Jacob  ;  b.  Jan.  IG-il,  m.  Mary  ;  left  posterity,  and  d. 

170S.  He  lived  in  Farmington,  in  the,,  society  of  Kensi!igN)n. 

/  2.  John;  h,  Jan.  10.1:1:.  3.  Isaac;  b.  Kov.  1645,  hiiptized 
Dec.  7,,  16-15,  in  Hartford,  hj  Mr.  Hooker.  4.  Mary  ;  m.  uii 
Ellis  5r  Ailis.  5.  Abraham  ;  baptized  ]S"ov.  2S,  1647.  He 
signed  tiie  Mattatuek  articles,  hut  declined  the  responsibilities 
of  a  pianrer.  He  removed  to  Lyme,  and  m.  Hannah,  d.  ut' 
Matli'jvr  Griswold,  and  d.  at  an  advanced  age,  (Hinman  says 
in  1617,  wliicli  is  pro')ably  a  mistake,)  leaving  descendants. 

■  6.  Dorcas;  m.  Stephen  Hopkins  of  Hartford,  father  of  John  of 
Waterhury,  and  d.  May  13,  1697.  7.  Sarah;  m.  Ebcnezer 
Ivilbourn  of  Trethersfield. 

JOHX  BKOXSOX. 

He  was  one  of  the  tliii-ty  original  suhscriliers,  in  1671.  The 
name  is  vrrittcn  John  Eronson,  Jr."  The  Jr."  en  the 
Farmington  records  was  asualiy  applied  to  tiie  sun  of  Ilicli- 
ard;  whicli  fact  has  led  to  the  conclusion  that  the  sertler  in 
Mattatuek  was  the  ^on  ef  Twicliard,  and  not  of  John.  I  Itelit-ve, 
however,  hat  am  nor  entirely  contident,  tliat  John  of  TTjiter- 
Iniry  v/as  the  son  of  John  uf  Fariniugtun.  I  find  this  language 
used  on  the  Farmiing^cn  records,  under  date  of  March  2S, 
1695 — ''Land  in  Farmington  belonging  to  Jolm  Brownson: 
son  of  Jolm  Brownson,  at  "Watterbury."  Jelm,  the  son  of 
tlie  Waterljury  John,  lived  in  Farmington.  But  John,  the  s  ni 
of  Bieln\rd,  appears  also  jrave  luid  o  Si'vu  John. 

John  Eronson  was  an  early  settler  of  Mattaruck.  He  is  not, 
hovreve}-,  named  in  the  second  division  of  fence,  whicli  fai  r  in- 
dicates that  he  vacillated  for  a  time.  He  lived  on  the  north 
side  of  West  Main  street,  wliere  Williain  E.  Hitchcock  now 
resides,  having  a  lot  of  t^vo  acres;  bo^mded  north  and  sc-ntli  <ai 
highway,  east  on  Lieut,  Judd,  west  on  Tiionais  Iticha?en.  He 
m,  Sarali  Yentris  and  d.  1706.  ■  His  widow  d.  Jan.  6,  1711- 
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12.  The  inventory  of  liis  estate,  amounting  to  £141,  Gs.  Ovl,,  wirli 
£22,  36.  debts,  was  taken  Xov.  T,  1696.  The  estate  was  dis- 
tributed by  Isaac  Bronson  and  Dea.  Thomas  Judd,  accord*. no- 
lo an  order  of  the  Court.  The  v/idow  was  to  have  a  «lMu!*le 
part  and  the  chiklren  to  share  equally,  leaving  out  the  eldest 
son  John: — 

It  appearing  to  this  court  y'  y«  eldest  soon  has  already  rcceiued  his  inW  part  !>y 
deed-  of  gift  from  bis  father  iu  his  life  time  and  by  his  own  ackuowioilguii^r;:  \n 
court — it  is  to  be  undrrstfiod  y'  y^  widov,-  is  to  have  one  third  jiari  of  y-  ral..^ 
estate  during  her  natural!  life  and  a  double  part  of  y^  personal  estate. 

Children :  •  . 

1.  John;  b.  1070 ;  d.  June  15,  1716.  He  removed  to  Farmington  (thsC  part 
which  is  now  Soutbington)  and  had  several  children. 

2.  Sarah  ;  b.  lf,72. 

3.  Dorothy;  b.  lfV/5  ;  m.  Stephen  Kelsey  of  WethersfieM.  They  -vere  butii 
living  in  1723,  and  deeded  their  right  in  tlieir  fatb.er  Bionson's  estate  (o  ibcir 
son  Stephen  Kelsey  of  Wetherslield,  (afterwards  of  Waterl>ury.) 

4.  E!)enezcr;  b.  1GT7  ;  rn.  Mary  Munn,  Aug.  13,  17!)2,  and  d.  May  2:;,  ]7  27. 
leaving  daughters,  Elizabeth  Knowles,  Betbiah,  wife  of  Lemuel  AViiei^Ii-r.  ai'd 
others.    He  lived  and  died  in  "Woodbury.    (See  Cothreu's  "Woodb.iry.) 

5.  Wiliiuin  ;  b.  lt)S2;  ni.  in  1707,  E.-ther  Barnes;  and  d.  in  17t'l,  liavinL;  hni 
several  sons  and  daughters.  He  removed  to  Farmington  at  an  eaily  (lute.  Tc- 
bira  Ills  fatlier's  homestead  was  di.-tributed  '*as  his  whole  portion,"'  vabit:'d  a: 
£U,  IGs  id. 

6.  Moses;  b.  1G86  ;  ra.  Jane  Wait  of  Stratford,  and  d.  Au^r.  12,  17 "4.  Hi- 
widow  and  all  his  children,  thirteen  in  number,  are  named  on  t;ie  I'robare  rei-ord 
as  living  at  his  decease.  He  was  admitted  as  a  bachelor  proprietor  Jan.  7,  17<:''»- 
7,  and  again  in  Xov.  1722,  having  the  "tit>b  propriety  lot,"  so  flailed,  whicii  ^^as 
formerly  liis  own.  It  seems  ttiat  be  left  Waterbury  and  was  absent  several  years. 
His  friends  having  no  iiitt-llia-ence  from  him  supposed  iiim  dead,  and  the  Court,  in 
1712,  ordered  bis  brother  Vv"i!!iam  to  take  all  needful  care  of  bis  estate.  (Hii-man":4 
Puritans.)  He  was  discovered,  however,  the  next  year,  in  Stratford,  where  he  re- 
mained some  time  afterwards,  having  several  ohiiuren  born  there.  I  lind  rio  n;on- 
tionmade  of  him,  a.s  an  inh;!!,itant  of  Waterbury,  from  Feb.  17uO-10,  till  after  iN'vV. 
28, 1722,  when  his  bachelor  b;>t  vras  granted  him  a  second  time.  Thomas  Sherwo.-tl 
of  Stratford  assisted  him  in  obtaining  this  grant,  for  wliich  a-sistance,  and  for  l.i.-* 
journey,  Bronson  conveyed  to  him ,  !.y  a  quit  ciaim  d^ed.  "one  half 'M'  :!ie  one- 
hundred  and  f.veucy  three  acres  '  of  laud-divisions  then  to  be  taken  up.  on  t;;e 
said  bachelor's  right.  Broason  returned  to  Waterbury  about  1723.  He  lived  up 
the  river  on  the  we.--t  side. 

7.  Grace;  b.  lO'i'J. 
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ISAAC  BROXSOX. 

He  was  one  of  tlie  original  thirty  subscribers,  and  is  be- 
lieved to  have  been  one  of  the  iirst  company  who  came  to 
Watcrburj,  having  a  meadow  alhjtment  in  the  beginning  and 
being  named  in  all  the  divisions  of  common  fence.  He  ap- 
pears to  have  complied  promptly  v\'irh  all  the  conditions  of  the 
articles  of  settlement.  lie  lived  on  Xorth  Main  street,  a  lit- 
tle north  of  the  house  of  Augustus  Brown,  bas  ing  a  lot  uf  four 
acres,  bounded,  in  1687,  westerly  on  highvray,  soutbej-iy  on 
John  Stanley,  northerly  on  John  ^S'e  well  and  easterly  on  com- 
mon, land,  March  31,  lOOl:,  he  purchased  John  ^eut/ibs 
house  and  lot  of  hve  acres  next  adjoining  him  on  the  north. 

Isaac  Bronson  was  one  of  the  patentees  named  in  the  tir^^t 
town  patent.  He  joined  the  Farmington  cliurch,  May  lorh, 
16S4,  and  was  active  in  establishing  a  church  in  "Watei-lvary. 
He  was  a  petitioner  with  Air.  Peck  to  the  General  Court  for 
liberty  to  gather  a  church,  and  was  one  '.'f  irs  seven  p-illars 
at  its  linal  organizarion,  in  IGDI.  ^Vhen  the  train-band  ^vas 
re-organized,  after  the  town  v/as  incorporated,  in  16S9,  he  vras 
appointed  corporal.  About  1695,  iie  became  sergeant,  and 
ever  afterwards  was  known  as  Sergeant  Bronson.  He  vras 
deputy  in  May,  1097,  and  Oct.  1701,  and  townsman,  school 
committee,  tovv'n  surveyor,  etc.,  at  dilferent  times.  He  ,=  e*^m3 
to  have  been  one  of  the  most  respected  of  tlie  early  settlers. 
"When  it  became  necessary  to  provide  f''>r  his  declining  years, 
he  deeded  half  his  homestead,  v'vc,  to  his  youngest  son  Ebe- 
nezer,  on  condition  as  follows : — The  instrument  is  dated  Jiiue 
23d,  1714,  and  is  signed  by  a  mark,  in  conso^|uence,  doubtless, 
of  feeble  health.  The  grantor  wrote,  in  his  better  days,  a  fair 
liand,  for  the  times.  Specimens  of  his  writing  may  be  seon  in 
the  old  proprietors'  book,  (pamphlet  form,)  he  having  some- 
tiuK'S  acted  as  temporary  clerk. 

Know  vft  that  i  I.-ack  broun.^on  senr  [&c.]  in  consideration  of  rnv  son  eV-''Uczcr 
brounsoa  hoo  now  iiues  wirh  me  finding  of  me  a.nii  ray  wife  mary  bro\in.«<.';n  with  a 
fit:tab]e  and  comfortable  mantenance  and  tnkin^xTiie  whole  care  of  ui  bot*!  while  we 
L'uc  both  in  t^iknes  and  iu  heltb  I  jay  \ov  and  in  consideration  here  of  I  d.o  giuc  and 
grant  to  my  weil  be  loueed  ebinezer  brtnmson  [<S:c.]  th'e  one  half  of  my  lion*  iot  npon 
which  my  dwelling  hous  now  iiands  which  hud  is  esteemed  two  acres  and  a  'lalf  lie 
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it  more  or  less  as  it  lies  buted  and  bounded  south  on  samucll  standly  east  on  Jut;n 
brounson  west  on  highway  north  on  the  remainder  of  my  hornsted.  Then  li-.y 
whole  right  in  the  lot  he  bought  of  John  Warner — Item,  half  iny  team  iwo 
young  heffers  and  a  young  mare  and  One  half  of  all  my  tackling  and  I:nplouu-ur-i 
belonging  to  a  team  To  haue  and  to  hold  [&o.] 

Several  years  afterwards,  or  Dec.  2,  171S,  Ebenezer  rdhi- 
quislied  his  interest  in  liis  father's  homestead,  and  his  brotltt.T 
and  brother-indaw,  Thomas  Bronson  and  Tiiomas  Hickox,  in 
consideration  of  live  acres  of  h'lnd  on  the  Farmington  road, 
being  the  Tail(.rh)t,  so  called,  valned  at  £'S,  received  of  Elu,- 
nezer,  assumed  the  care  of  tlieir  father  and  mother.  On  tlie 
same  day,  the  father  deeded  to  Ebenezer,  -'that  he  may  i-e 
sutably  rewarded  and  inconraged  for  Vvduit  lie  lia^^  done  for 
ns,"  one  acre  of  his  home  lot. 

Isaac  Bronson  m.  about  1609,  Mary,  dangliter  of  Jolm 
"Root  of  Farmington,  a  non-fulhliing  su])scribi'r  of  the  artich.-^. 
lie  d.  about  1719,  and  his  widow  soon  after.  An  inventory 
of  his  estate  was  presented  to  court,  Feb.  29,  1719-20,  ]>y 

Mr.  Isaac  Bronson,"  his  son,  with  an  agreement  auioiig  the 
heirs  as  to  its  settlement,  they  giving  bonds  for  tlie  support  of 
the  widow.  The  oldest  son  was  to  have  £7  more  than  tl'.o 
other  sons,  arxd  the  latter  £7  more  than  the  daughters,  c-iglst 
in  all.  The  amount  distributed  ^^  as  £3S6.  Thomas  Clark  [ind 
John  Bichards  wei'e  ap}>raisers  of  the  estate. 

Children  : 

1.  Isaac;  b.  lt>70,  and  died  June  13,  1751.  As  early  as  March,  1691-5,  he 
(with  otliors)  had  a  grant  of  land  out  East,  on  the  south  side  of  the  f'armingt'.'ii 
road,  near  Carriiigtori  Pond,  (south  of  Timothy  Porter's,)  where  he  propos-Ml  to 
settle  ;  but  the  enterpriso  was  given  up.  After  his  marriage,  he  purchased  (April 
2-ir,  170-1)  of  Ephraim  Warner  a  hou-e  and  !ut  on  the  northvvest  corner  of  Cook  and 
Grove  streets,  where  he  perhaps  lived  for  a  time.  He  owned  land  at  Breakner'c 
Hill  at  an  early  date.  In  June,  ITtO,  he  purchased  of  Thomas  Warner  Iwelve 
acres  on  the  south  side  of  the  Woodbury  road.  He  went  there  to  live  hcicre 
March.  17i.'7,  (X.  S.,)  aad  is  considered  as  the  first  permanent  settler  of  uhut  i- 
now  Middlebury.  According  to  a  tratiiciou  of  tiie  family,  his  eldest  son,  Iraac, 
was  the  first  child  born  (March  '^7,  1707)  wiihia  the  limits  of  that  town.  His  hou-e 
stood  where  LLOuard  Bioncoa  now  li-'es.  He  was  a  bachelor  proprieror  ;  a  deputy 
to  the  General  Co'xvi  in  lT2o  and  11 '6o,  and  one  of  the  most  respectable  and  iii- 
lluential  inen  of  t'ue  town  for  many  years. 

2.  John;  ]».  lr;7;>,  and  died  ab';ut  tiie  close  of  the  year  1746.  His  inventory 
amounted  to  £1,181,  43.  8d.  He  is  supposed  to  have  lived  first  at  Breakiici  k.  His 
father  owned  a  house  there  as  early  as  April  t3,  17(»2,  and  it  is  probable  that  Joh:i 
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occupied  it.  The  latter  had  a  house  of  his  own  at  Breakneck  and  twenty-two 
acres  of  land,  Feb.  27th,  I7ij.5-t),  which  he  bought,  by  exchange,  of  Joseph  Gay- 
lord,  Sen.  Afterwards,  with  his  father's  help,  be  built  a  house  on  the  east  end  of 
his  father's  lot,  on  Cherry,  near  the  junction  of  Walnut  street.  His  father  u.i\  e 
him  the  land,  (on  which  the  house  had  already  been  built,  Jan.  29,  17w7-s,  )  t  w  o 
acres,  butting  east  on  highway,  (which  at  this  point  was  six  rods  wide,)  west  on 
his  father's  land,  north  on  Benjamin  Barnes'  and  south  on  Thonuis  PJickox's  land. 
In  April,  1743,  he  bouglit  the  old  Hopkins'  place  ;  but  whether  he  lived  on  it,  I 
am  unable  to  say.  He  became  a  lieutenant  of  the  militia  and  was,  two  or  three 
times,  selectman.  He  was  licensed  as  a  tavern-keeper  by  the  New  Haven  County 
Court  in  1730  and  afterwards.  It  appears  to  have  been  his  son  John,  who  v,as  aiso 
a  lieutenant,  who  ren^oved  to  Xorthbury  about  1737,  and  afterwards  to  Afficir'a, 
N.  Y. 

3.  Samuel;  born  about  1076.    He  was  a  cooper,  and  lived  in  Kensington. 

4.  Mary;  b.  Oct.  1-5,  lOSO  ;  m.  Dea.  Thomas  Hickox  and  died  in  17.:)*j.  S;io 
seems  to  have  been  a  woman  of  great  elhciency,  and  while  a  wido^v,  managed  her 
own  business  and  property,  dealing  niucl;  in  real  estate. 

5.  Joseph  ;  b.  16S2,  and  d.  May  10,  1707,  His  estate  was  distributed'amona'  his 
brothers  and  sisters  in  1721,  aiuounting  to  £24 — a  £40  propriety  being  estimated 
at  £.5  and  sixty-eight  acres  of  land,  (being  dividends  on  it,)  at  £19. 

6.  Thomas  ;  b.  Jan.  16,  1636,  and  d.  May  6,  1777.  He  was  the  fifth  deacon 
(appointed  1750)  of  the  Watcrbury  rirst  church,  iiis  son  Thomas  being  the  sixiu. 
He  had  a  house  and  four  acres  of  land  on  tljc  corner  of  Cook  and  Grove  streets- 
which  he  sold  to  Joseph  Smith  of  Derby,  Dec.  3i.»th,  1726,  for  £145  ;  butted  west 
on  heirs  of  George  Scott  and  Thomas  Barnes,  a)l  other  sides  on  idghway. 
The  land  he  bought  in  1717  of  his  brother  John  for  £S.  After  the  death  of  iiis 
father,  he  bouglit  of  his  brother  Ebcnezer,  (in  172G,)  tlic  fainily  homestead,  which 
ho  afterwards  occupied.    He  was  a  lieutenant,  and  is  so  called  on  his  gravestone, 

7.  Ebcnezer;  b.  Dec.  16SS.  He  was  baptized  in  Farniiiigton,  as  were  ids  older 
brothera  and  his  sifter  Mary.  He  was  a  bachelor  proprietor,  and  so  were  ■u<i 
brothers  Isaac,  John,  Joseph  and  Thomas.  He  improved  the  old  homestead  for 
several  years  after  the  death  of  his  father.  In  April,  1735,  he  bought  of  Wiiiiani 
Judd  the  place  on  the  southwest  corner  of  West  Main  and  Willow  streets,  where  lie 
lived  in  1744,  and  I  suppose  till  his  death,  and  where  his  son  Andrew  lived  after  hiin. 
In  his  will,  he  speaks  of  having  already  given  !)!S  oldest  son  Andrew,  "  by  way  of 
acknowledgement  of  him  as  my  eldest  son,  a  yoak  of  steers,  with  £2o  old  tenor 
money,  and  some  other  small  matters."  He  iMjipieatiied  to  t!ie  first  cliurch  ui 
Waterbury,  "forty  shillings,  lawful  money,  to  lye  in  bank  ior  the  r.se  and  l>eneht 
of  the  church,  the  interest  to  be  improved,"  so  long  as  the  church  continue  ''in 
th.e  present  form  and  method,"  kc.  He  d.  July  2",  1775.  Tiie  amount  of  his  in- 
ventory was  £86S,  lis.  4d.    He  Is  called  in  deed-^,  "  yeoman." 

8.  Sarah  ;  b.  Nov.  I.',  1601,  and  d.  174«. 

9.  Mercy  ;  b.  Sept.  28,  1694,  and  m.  Richard  Bronsou  of  Woodbury. 
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JOnX  CARRIXGTOX. 

He  was  an  earlv  settler  of  Farminirton  and  one  of  the 
"  eiglity-four  proprietors  "  of  1672.  He  signed  tlie  artieles  for 
die  settlement  of  Mattatiick,  in  167^,  and  appears  to  have 
joined  the  new  plantation  earlv  ;  for  he  Is  named  in  all  tlie 
divisions  of  fence.  He,  however,  neglected  full  compliance 
with  the  conditions  of  the  articles,  and  was  dechared  to  have 
forfeited  his  riglits,  Feb.  6, 16Si*,  (l(3s2-3.)  But  little  is  known 
of  him.  He  died  in  the  early  part  of  1090,  leaving  a  widow 
who  deceased  before  the  iiiventory  was  rendered,  (June  30, 
1 000.)  His  son  John  was  administrator  and  the  estate  anjount- 
ed  to  £120,  lis.  John  had  £23,  each  of  the  other  chiUlren 
£12.  Benjamin  Barnes  and  Thoinas  Judd,  the  smith,  vrere 
a})]:>ointed  guardians  of  tlie  tln-ee  vourigcst  chiklren,  Avith  in- 
structions to  put  them  out,  and  not  to  be  overruled  ])y  Jolrn, 
the  administrator. 

John  Carrinirton's  house  lot  of  two  acres  was  on  West  Main 
street,  the  south  side,  about  v\'here  Leavenworth  street  now 
runs.  It  was  bounded  nortli  and  south  on  highway,  ea.^t  on 
Timothy  Stanley,  west  on  George  Scott.  It  was  sold,  in  1710, 
by  the  heirs,  to  Timothy  Stanley  and  Gooi-ge  Scott,  fur  £12. 
'Claldren; 

1.  JohuT^.  1G67,  and  d.  1002,  in  Wiitorhury.  Benjiunin  Earn'.'s  ar.d  Thf-nias 
Judd,  Jr.  vrere  adniini-trator-;.  Tlie  c.-tate,  liniountiii-z  ro  £50.  11  r^.  ^d,  wa.- di.-ti  i'uu- 
ted,  hi?  debts  bcinc:  first  paid,  to  h\<  'n-oth«^r.-^  and  si.-icr«.    He  was  a  cooper. 

2.  Mary;  b.  1672;  m.  Josliua  Holcorub  (yj  of  Siiujlairy.  She  \Yas  tiie  v.i!C  of 
William  Far<oa.s  of  FarvTiingujij  in  ITiil  and  lT-';4— ">o. 

3.  Hannah;  b.  1075;  rn.  Wiliiarn  P^iixjiis  of  Farni;n2rtoi;,  neconllnc  t<(  Mr.  V,'. 
S.  Porter.    Should  not  the  n.mie  he  Jo-'jiua  ILdcoini'  of  Sinisliury  ? 

4.  Clark;  b.  lo78  ;  m,  Sarah  Higa.-on,  a:id  Uveil  in  Farruington.  He  wx-  there 
in  1721-2. 

5.  EUzabeth  ;  b.  ins2  :  rn.  John  Ilo.-kin  --  of  Wiml^or. 

6.  Ebenezer;  b.  It5&7  ;  removed  to  Harttord,  and  ui-'d  in  W;itorbury.  adirdiM,^- 
tration  !;eing  taken  out,  (dn  17 IL)  by  his  broth^-rdndau ,  Willimr)  Par.-ons  ot  Hart- 
ford.   He  left  no  family. 

THOMAS  CLARK. 

Ilis  grandf^itljer,  William  Chiii:,  came  frr»m  Enghmd  and 
settled  in  Dorchester,  Mass.,  ab-.'Ut  1G37.  Thence  he  rouKn^Ml 
to  Xurthamptnn,  in  16ol>,  and  d.  in  IGOU.    His  sun  William, 
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tiie  fatber  of  Tliomas  of  AVaterbiuy,  after  tlie  birth  of  his 
cliildi'cn,  removed  to  Lebanon,  Conn. 

Thomas  Clark  was  born  (in  IS'orthampton)  April  14-,  1000. 
His  mother  Sarah  (Strong)  was  the  sister  of  Timotliy  Stan- 
ley's wife.  When  a  mere  cliild,  as  tradition  runs,  liis  uncle 
Stanley  visited  his  father's  house  in  Lebanon  and  inquired,  at 
first  in  a  sportive  way,  whicli  of  his  young  nephews  would  go 
and  live  with  him  and  be  his  boy,  as  he  had  none  of  his  own. 
Thomas  spoke  np  promptly  and  said  that  he  would  go.  But 
as  he  was  so  young,  it  was  linally  arranged  that  his  elder  brotli- 
er,  Timothy,  should  accompany  his  uncle  to  Waterbury.  But 
Timotliy  soon  became  home-sick  and  returned  to  Lebanon  and 
Thomas  was  allowed  to  take  his  place,  to  become,  afterwards, 
the  ado|)ted  sun  and  principal  heir  of  Stanley.  lie  was  acce[>t- 
ed  as  a  £10  proprietor,  Dec.  12,  1711.  He  became  a  '*  cloth- 
weaver.''  learnin.g  his  trade  of  his  uncle,  vrith  whom  he  con- 
tinued to  live  after  nuirriage,  managing  tlie  farm,  and  taking 
care  of  the  "  old  folks."  In  June,  1713,  his  father,  l)y  adop- 
tion, deeded  to  him  a  part  of  his  property,  and  at  his  death 
gave  him  a  large  proportion  of  tlie  remainder,  by  will.  After 
the  decease  of  Stanley,  Clark  occupied  tlie  old  homestead. 
Here  he  wove  *^  pkain  cloth  at  ls-3d  pr.  yard,"'^  checkerd 
shirtin  at  Is  8d  per  yard  **  druged  [drugget]  at  IlM.  a 
yard ;''  striped  flannel,  Szc,  tkc.  He  probably  occupied 
himself  at  his  loom  during  the  winter  season  and  in  bad  vreatli- 
er.  He  continued  to  cultivate  his  farm  and  exchanged  its  sur- 
plus products  for  the  spare  [»ro{lucrs  of  his  neighbors'  in- 
dustry. He  had  a  slave,  named  Mingo.f  who.  ^\-hen  not  need- 
ed at  home,  worked  for  those  wh(>  wanted  bum,  for  hire. 
When  his  sons  became  old  enough — Timothy,  Thomas,  David 
— they  occasionally  labored  at  farm  W(:)rk,  for  others,  frequent- 
ly with  the  team,  and  their  wages  were  charged  to  tlie  debt- 
ors by  their  father.  The  girls,  too — Mary,  Sarah,  IIarir;ah, 
Ilepzihah — though  belonging  to  one  of  the     first  families 

*  The  book  in  wliich  he  kept  his  accounts,"  commencing  in  lr2r,  is  now  in  my  p<;?<oi;s!'j2, 
having  been  loaned  me  by  hi»  granddaughter,  >frs.  Aurelia  Clark, 

t  At  I)ea.  Clark's  death,  Mingo  was. to  be  permitted  to  choo-e  which  of  his  master's scn:^  h^r 
would  live  with.  Being  attached  to  his  aM  home,  he  resided  for  a  time  with  Thomas;  but  aUer 
the  hitter  commenced  keeping  tavern,  he  did  not  like  his  oocupatjrn  and  went  to  live  with 
Timothy,  on  Town  iMot,    lie  died,  wortli  considerable  property,  in  laOO. 
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of  the  town,  and  having  more  than  the  usnal  acconii)hsh- 
ments  of  tliat  time,  frequently  "  went  out  to  work "  by  the 
day,  or  the  week,  thus  contributing  to  the  support  of  a  numer- 
ous family.  Honest  labor  was  in  those  days  respectable,  and 
none  was  too  good  to  engage  in  it.  In  addition  to  his  other 
business,  Mr.  Clark  seems  to  have  kept  for  sale  some  of  the 
common  goods  which  are  found  in  a  retail  store,  such  as  "  ^luig- 
ger,"  molasses,  salt,  wine,  "  ruml;*,"  tobacco,  nails.  He  ap- 
pears to  have  bought  his  goods  sometimes  in  Derby  and  some- 
times in  isew  Haven.  He  also  occasionally  took  boarders, 
and  has  several  charges  against  the  Colony  for  "victeling"  sol- 
diers that  were  passing  through  the  town.  Being  appointed 
a  justice  of  the  peace  in  1736,  (which  office  he  held  twenty- 
five  out  of  the  twenty-nine  years  of  his  remaining  life,)  he  lie- 
came  somewhat  acrpiainted  with  legal  forms,  and  was  often 
applied  to  to  draw  deeds,  bonds,  agreements  and  sucli  simple 
writings  as  are  most  called  for  among  a  rural  population. 

Ko  man  in  his  day  succeeded  more  completely  in  securing 
the  good  opinion  and  entire  confidence  of  his  fellovr  tcAvns- 
men,  than  Thomas  Clark.  He  occupied  positions  of  trn-t  and 
responsibility.  He  was  a  selectman  in  1S34,  1736  and  1737  : 
a  town  deputy  in  Oct.  1727,  17'2S  and  1736 ;  town  trea-urer 
from  1755  to  1760  a?id  a  justice  of  the  peace,  as  has  been  men- 
tioned. On  Soutlimayd's  death  in  1755,  he  was  cli^>sen 
town  and  proprietors  clerk,  and  was  continued  in  office  till  his 
decease.  He  wrote  not  an  elegant,  but  a  very  legible  ]i;ind. 
He  was  the  third  deacon  of  the  church,  bein.g  a]>poinrtd  in 
IT'J^  t<.>  r^ucceed  I,)ea.  llickox,  who  died  in  that  year. 

Thomas  Clark's  son  Tliomas  succeeded  liis  father  in  the  -jc- 
cuparicy  of  tiie  homestead,  and  kept  a  tavern  till  his  decease, 
Oct.  25,  1779.  The  house  was  the  scene  of  some  interesting 
events  daring  the  lievolutionary  War.  Capt.  Lemuel  Har- 
rison's dwelling  was  Ituilt,  for  the  most  part,  on  the  sanu>  t'  >un- 
datisjus  as  the    old  Clark  house.'' 

JOSEPH  GAYLORD. 
He  wa-  tlie  son  of  "Walter  Gaylord  and  the  grands<  »n  of 
Dea.  William  Gaylord  <»f  Windsor;  the  latter  a  leading  man 
of  tluit  town.    He  was  born  May  13,  1649,  ami  m.  July  14. 

10 
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1670,  Sarali,  d.  of  Jolm  Stanley  of  Farmingron/  Wlietlier  he 
removed  from  Windsor  lirst  to  Farminoton  and  tlien  to  I\[at- 
tatiTck,  or  directly  from  Windsor  to  Mattatuck,  is  uncertain, 
lie  was  not  one  of  the  first  subscribers  of  the  articles;  l>ut  was 
accepted  Jan.  15, 1G77,(1677— S.)  He  came  to  Mattatuck  early, 
probably  in  the  spi-in^-  of  167S,  and  is  named  in  the  four  divis- 
ions of  fence.  Still,  he  did  not  keep  his  engagements,  ami  his 
right  was  declared  forfeited,  Feb.  1GS2-3.  But  he  ''submit- 
ted," and  by  better  peiiormance,  regained  and  perfected  Ins  title 
to  an  £'S0  propriety.  lie  is  mentioned  i]i  all  the  lists  of  proprie- 
tors. He  was  collector  of  ministers  rates  in  1G98,  1690  and 
1700.  Inl6S7,  his  lot  of  three  acres  was  on  the  corner  of  East 
and  Xorth  Main  streets — south  and  west  on  highway^  north 
on  John  Stanley  and  east  on  common.  This  place,  with  tlie 
house  and  barn,  he  S'dd,  Feb.  2,  1703,  (1703-4,)  to  St^-plien 
Welton,  son  of  John,  reserving  a  rpuirter  of  an  acre  at  the 
east  end  on  which  his  son  Joseph  liad  erected  a  dwelling. 
Afcertliis,  he  built  a  house  at  Breakneck,  (or  at  any  rate  he 
owned  one  there  witli.  tvvX'nty-two  acres  of  land.)  which  he  sr>ld 
and  deeded,  Feb.  26,  17''>5-6,  to  John  Bronson, son  of  I^aac," 
as  already  stated.  Wiiether  lie  lived  for  a  time  at  Breakneck,  I 
have  no  means  of  a-certaining  with  certainty,  thougii  it  is 
prol)able  lie  did.  M<>st  likely  he  sold  out  as  a  preparation  tbr 
removinjr  from  tlie  t<>wn.  Several  meml>ers  of  liis  familv  had 
already  gone  to  Durham,  and  he  >o<;>n  foll<'>wed,  tliere  being 
no  traces  of  him  in  Waterbury  after  the  sale  referred  to.  I 
fiud  him  in  F>iirham  in  the  early  part  of  170S,  where  he  died 
before  1713. 
Cldldren: 

1.  Siiroh;  b.  July  11,  1CT1-;  m.  Thomas  Judd,  known  as  Thomas  Judd,  Jr. 

2.  Joseph;  b.  April  22,  107-'^;  m.  Feb.  8,  1009-1700,  Mary,  d.  of  Jo.^eph 
Iliekox,  d.^cd..  of  Vv'oodbr.ry,  and  had  three  cliildren,  P!lizabctb,  Jo.sepli  (died  u\ 
infunov)  and  Thisnkful,  all  born  ia  Waterbury.  He  wa=s  chosen  fence  vie'*ver  in 
lijOS  and  171'",  and  admitted  to  bachelor  privileges  in  1699.  lie  built  a  hou^e 
on  East  Main  street,  on  the  east  end  of  his  f.ither's  lot.  In  April,  1702,  tfie  propri- 
etors granted  him  and  his  brothers  John  and  Vrilliam,  and  Richard  Porter,  ''eight 
acres  apiece,  at  the  place  they  talk  of  going  to  live  at  on  the  west  side  [the  river], 
provided  thev  go  and  live  there  v»-ith  their  fauriries."'  To  this  place,  presunsed  to 
be  Breakneck,  v.-here  his  father  built  a  house,  he  (and  the  others)  did  cut  go. 
Afrcrvrards,  probaldy  in  1703  or  1704-,  he  and  his  brother  John  erected  houses  on 
Buckshiil  and  removed  thither.    Thej  were,  however,  not  contented;  but  soon 
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pulled  up  and  -went  to  Durham.  Jos'^ph  had  left  as  early  as  Jan.  7,  lTO.>-!r.  The 
names  of  both  and  tliat  of  their  fatlser,  and  al-o  of  their  brother.?-in-la\v,  Jo-epli 
and  Stephen  Hiekox,  arc  mentioned  in  tlie  patent  of  Durham,  in  1708.  In  Oct. 
1708,  for  ''eleven  pounds  in  }>uilding- and  four  pounds  teen  shillings  to  be  dun 
in  worek  at  durrura,''  Gaylord  deeded  to  Eichard  "Welton  his  house  and  lot  of 
seven  acres  at  Buckshill — "east  on  hi,irhAvay,  west  on  said  Cayland's  land,  .-outh 
on  John  Gayland's  house  lot,  north  on  John  Warner's  house  lot." 

Joseph  Gayland,  2d,  after  having  lived  in  Durham  many  years,  removcil  to 
Wallingford.  He  and  his  brothers,  John  and  Benjamin,  and  his  sister,  Joanna 
Royce,  were  in  the  latter  place  in  1722.  ''Joseph  Gaylord,  Jr.,"  was  in  Vrtttei-- 
bury  in  1730,  apparently  from  Wallingford. 

3.  John;  b.  April  21,  1677  ;  was  one  of  the  first  nine  bachelor  proprietors,  ad- 
mitted March  20,  IV?9.  He  lived  by  the  side  of  his  brother  Joseph  on  Buclvclsili, 
having  a  lot  of  six  arid  three  quarter  acres,  butting  north  on  Joseph  Gaylord,  Jr's 
house  lot,  east  and  south  on  highway,  west  on  comnion,  which  he  boughi  of  "  John 
Warner  of  Buckshill.'''  He  removed  with  his  elder  brother  to  Durham,  and  hnally 
to  Wallingford,  where  he  u.  about  1753.  His  will  was  presented  to  the  Probate 
Court  in  Xew  Haven  the  first  Monday  in  Januar\,  17o4-,  in  which  he  nan;es  six 
sons  and  five  danghters.  His  estate  in  Wallingford  amounted  to  £l,"J'.t.j,  ar:d  in 
Farmington  to  about  £560. 

Sarah,  Joseph  and  John  Gaylord,  children  of  Joseph,  Sen.,  were  born  in  Wir.dsor. 

4.  William.  He  was  accepted  as  a  £4it  proprietor,  March,  r7til,  but  for!''.-'.rt<l  his 
right,  removed  to  Woodbury  and  joined  the  church  there,  Jan.  13,  ITi  *'.  He 
was  among  those  taxed  for  the  "Xortli  Purchase"  in  1712,  (Cothren,  ^'oi  I,  p.  >3.) 
Afterwards  he  removed  to  Xew  Mihurd.*  ^\h('re  he  d.  about  1753.  His  v.  iil  vras 
approved  Xov.  23,  1753,  in  which  is  mentioned  his  wife  Mercy  and  six  children. 
He  was  an  ensign,  and  his  first  wife's  name  was  Joiinna,  who  joined  the  chur^di  in 
Woodbury,  Dec.  7th,  1712.  His  sou  Nathan,  of  Xew  Milb;.rd,  m.  Hannah,  d.  of 
John  Bronson,  son  of  Isaac. 

5.  Benjamin.    He  lived  in  Durhau). 

6.  Elizabeth ;  b.  lOSO  ;  m.  (the  same  day  as  her  brother  Jo-epVi)  Jo^epu 
Hiekox,  son  of  Sergt,  Samuel,  deceased. 

7.  Mary  ;  m.  March  4,  1701-2,  Stepiicn,  son  of  John  "Welton,  1st,  and  n.  July 
18,  1709. 

8.  Abagail;  b.  in  Wator])ury,  and  bap.  iu  Farm.inirton,  Xov.  7,  16>o,  ansl  :n. 
Jamf\s  Williams.    They  both  lived  in  Hartford  in  March.  1722. 

0.  Joanna;  m.  Robert  Ftovce.    They  were  both  of  Wallingford,  Xov.  17-^2. 
10.  Ruth  ;  m.  Stephen  Hiekox,  and  lived  in  Durham. 

THOMAS  HAXCOX. 

lie  was  Pell  early  settler  <.»f  Farniington  and  one  of  tlio 
eiglity-four  proprietors  of  1072.  lie  was  I'lie  of  the  tirst  ihirty 
wlio  signed  tlie  Mattatuck  articlos;  but  was  dilatory  in  liis 
moveiiierUs,  and  is  not  mentioned  in  the  first  three  divisiori:s  of 


*  He  i.H  stated,  erroneously,  iu  the  extracts  from  Mr.  Grisivold's  seravjn,  in  Ea^ber'a  Cou, 
Historicai  Colloctlons,  to  hav.-  co;iie  from  Windior. 
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fence.  He  was  among  the  delinquents  whose  allotnieni.-  were 
condemned  by  tlie  act  of  Feb.  16S2-3  ;  but  be  subscribed  (June 
4,  1GS3)  to  the  new  conditions  imposed  by  that  act,  '•ref'jnn- 
ed.''  and  was  restored  to  his  riglits,  having  a  £100  proj^ricty. 
I  cannot  iind  that  he  did  anything  to  preserve  his  memory  in 
ATattatuck ;  but  he  left  his  name  to  tlie  brook  and  meadows 
at  AVaterville.  His  house  and  liome  lot  of  one  and  three  quar- 
ter acres  Y>'ere  on  tlie  north  side  of  West  Main  street.  Hie  lot 
was  bounded  north  and  south  on  higliway,  east  on  Thomas 
]S[ewell  and  west  on  Robert  Porter.  These  Ilancox  suld,  to- 
gether with  other  lands  and  his  propriety  right,  in  Yoh. 
1GS7-S,  to  Lieut.  Judd,  and  quit  the  town,  shaking  the  dust 
from  his  feet,  poiiaps.  He  probably  left  about  the  time  of 
the  above  sale.  He  was  in  Farmington  Dec.  22d,  lOSS,  in 
Hartford  June,  1005,  and  in  Farmington,  (Kensington,")  again, 
Jan.  1720-2F 

Thomas  Hancox  m.  March  17,  1GS4-5,  Ftachel  Leonard  of 
Springfield. 
Children  : 

1.  Thomas  ;  b.  ilardi  i:^,  IhSa-o,  and  livod  in  Hartford  nnd  Boston. 

2.  Jolm;  b.  An?.  1,  and  lived  in  Springfield. 

3.  William;  h.  March  1,  109it-91,  and  d.  1721. 
4r.  Rachel;  b.  Feb.  7,  IB'.rj-?.  arid  d.  1707. 

5.  Drtniel;  b.  Jan.  1,  1694-5.  and  in.  .Jane  4,  1724-,  Rachel  Fo.^t^r. 

6.  Mehitabe!;  b.  Dec.  4,  169S,  and  ir>.  Ebcnezer  Barn--s. 

HICKOX. 

The  planters  of  "Waterbury  bearing  this  name,  Samuel  and 
Joseph,  are  suppo^^ed  ro  liave  been  bruthers.  and  sons  <*t'  AVil- 
liam  Hick  ox  of  I'oi'miugton,  one  of  the  '-rigiiail  pr.-prietors 
aTid  iirst  settlers  of  that  town.  Tiie  latter  died  uarly.  The 
names  of  Samuel  avid  J<  'sepii  are  on  the  list  of  the  proprietors 
of  FiU'mington,  in  1672. 

SAMUEL  IIICKOX. 

He  was  one  of  the  original  thii'ty,  and  is  ]>elicved  to  have 
been  a  member  of  the  first  cunpany  that  came  to  our  t^'-wn. 
He  was  one  m  the  assignees  of  tlse  first  Ljdian  deed,  an<l  is 
named  in  all  the  fence  divisions  and  proprietor:^'  lists.  S<»  far 
as  appears,  he  n(^ver  once  ludted  in  the  work  lie  had  niiderta- 
ken.    He  lived  wliere  C.  B.  J-Ierrinuin  now  resides,  having  a 
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home  lot  of  two  acre?,  bounded,  in  March,  1600--91,  soutli  on 
highway,  north  on  ''highLand,"  west  on  Joseph  Hickox's 
heirs,  and  east  on  Benjamin  Barnes.  He  was  called  sergeant 
as  earlv  as  1GS6.  When  the  train-band  was  organized,  or  re- 
organized, after  the  resumption  of  the  colonial  govei-nment 
under  the  charter,  he  was  appointed  sergeant  and  was  ever  af- 
terwards known  as  Serg.  Samuel  Hickox.  He  held  different 
offices  by  appointment  of  the  grand  committee  and  propi'ie- 
tors — was  townsman  in  10S2,  6zc.  He  was  one  of  the  leading 
men  of  the  settlement,  and  died  at  his  post,  at  a  critical  time, 
when  men  of  the  right  stamp  could  be  poorly  spared.  His 
inventory  was  taken  Feb.  iS,  1004-5,  amounting  to  £434. 
Children : 

1.  Samuel ;  b.  1669  ;  lu.  April  16,  1690,  Elizabeth,  d.  of  John  Plumb  of  jliUbrd. 
He  had  a  grant  of  laud  from  the  proprietors  when  he  was  but  eigliteen  years  old, 
"three  acres  at  Pine  swamp  by  the  path  that  iead^  to  the  saw-mill."  Jan.  -Jit, 
1692,  he  had  two  acres  granted  on  the  side  of  chesnut  hill  near  to  his  !;oggy 
meadow  eouTenient  for  a  yard,"  (for  drying  cloth  '?)  lie  lived  on  the  corner  of 
East  Main  and  Cherry  stret-ts,  vvherc  he  had  built  a  house  before  Sesjt.  IT'):'.. 
This  place,  bounded  west  on  Stephen  Wekon  and  Samuel  Stanley,  nortii  on 
John  Bronson,  south  and  east  on  highway,  he  conveyed,  Jan.  26,  17*».>-6,  to  his 
brother  Thomas,  the  latter  having  built  him  a  barn  and  cliimney  and  deedi.Ml  to 
him  sixteen  acres  of  land  at  Judd's  Meadovv'.  The  barn  and  chimney  wwt:  pi'oha- 
bly  at  Judd's  Meadow,  where  Samuel had  set  his  house  "  as  early  as  Dec.  21, 
1702,  and  where  he  was  certainly  living  before  December,  1T()5..  He  was  probably 
the  first  settler  of  Xaugatuck.  He  erected  a  fuUing-mill  on  Fuiling-Miil  Brook  (so 
called  from  the  mill)  about  1700,  and  his  house  was  by  the  brook.  Sonje  of  his 
lands  "  ran  across  the  road  that  led  to  Xew  Haven." 

Samuel  Hickox  died  in  the  great  sickness,  June  3,  1713,  and  his  widow,  Oct.  IT, 
1749.  They  had  ten  children,  SIX  of  whom  lived  to  be  Diarried.  Ebenczer  and 
John  were  bachelor  proprietors.  The  first,  aftor  1741,,  removed  to  DanVciry  and 
^Norwalk,  and  the  last,  before  July.  17  20,  to  Duriiam. 

2.  Hannah;  b.  1671;  m.  John  Judd  of  Watcrbiiry. 

3.  William;  b.  1673  ;  m.  about  •  t^9«'.,  Rebecca,  d.  of  Abraham  Andrns-,  (l.-t.'! 
and  d.  Xov.  4,  1737.  He  was  a  bachelor  pro{)rietor  and  man  of  note — grr::jd  jiiror. 
school  connnlttee,  surveyor,  constable,  townsrnan,  (many  times,)  modt-rator  of 
town  meeting,  captain  in  1727,  and  deputy  in  17 2S.  He  was  always  kiiown  hy 
bis  miiitary  title.  He  Uved  where  the  church  of  the  First  Congregational  Society 
now  stands.  The  place  he  bought  of  Joseph  Hickox  (-on  of  Joseph,  deed. )  of 
Wood!)ury.  May  17,  1699.  The  h^t,  containing  two  acres,  wa.s  bounds;,  March 
12,  17i.ti-5,  north  on  conmion  land,  south  on  highway,  east  on  a  house  lot  of  the 
heirs  of  Serg.  Hickox,  deed..  we;;r.  on  a  house  lot  of  the  heirs  of  Fiiilip  Jaibl. 
deed.    The  house  lot  which  was  Philip  Judd's  he  afterwards  purchased.  Still 

ater,  he  cume  into  possession  of  throe  quarters  of  his  father's  homestead.  In  Sept. 
1732,  for  £3uO,  he  deeded  all  to  Samuel  Camp,  son  of  P^dward,  of  Mi!for(i,  seven 
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acres,  with  tlie  house,  barn,  and  mill-house,  butted  cast  on  land  of  Joseph  Siuith,, 
north  on  Samuel  Scott,  son  of  George,  west  on  Dea.  Clark,  south  on  higlnvav,  re" 
serving  one  quarter  part  of  his  father's  lot  belonging  to  the  heirs  of  Tl^omas 
Iliekos,  deed.,  and  reserving  also  "  twenty  foot  square  of  land  down  the  hill  near 
the  mill  house  as  it  is  stoned  out."  This  property,  witli  the  same  reserv;itions, 
Camp  (who  then  improved  it)  conveyed,  in  1736,  for  £1S5,  to  Dea.  Thomas  Judd, 
Capt.  "William  Ilickox  lost  three  sons  in  the  great  sickness  of  lllZ.  Ona  son 
only,  Cant.  Samuel,  survived  him  and  Ivad  a  family.  Ilis  will  bears  date  Jan.  4, 
173-2-3.  Among  his  eilects  were  Lewis,  a  negro  nnm  (a)  £1  tf  ),  and  "  fillis  a  negro 
wf>man  "  @  £100. 

4.  Thomas  ;  b.  1675  ;  ni.  Mary,  daughter  of  Serg.  Isaac  Cronson,  and  d.  June  28, 
17 23.  His  widow  married  Dea.  Samuel  Bull  of  Woodbury,  and  died  a  v.  idow. 
}i[areh  28,  1694,  he  had  a  grant  of  land,  four  acres  for  a  house  lot,  on  the  west  side 
of  Carrington  Brook,  on  the  south  side  of  the  highv.-ay  to  Farraington  ;  but  he  does 
not  appear  to  have  built  on  it.  He  was  made  a  bachelor  proprietor  in  1600  ;  v.-as 
grand  juror,  school  committee,  and  to^xnsman,  at  difierent  tinies  ;  represented  the 
town  in  the  Legislature  two  sessions,  in  1722  and  1723,  and  was  appointed  a  d'.  acon 
in  1724,  being  the  second  who  had  held  this  olnce  in  the  church.  He  is  called 
»'  husbandman  "  in  a  deed.  His  residence  was  on  the  corner  of  East  Main  ;ind 
Cherry  streets,  being  the  place  he  boui^dit  of  his  brother  Samuel  in  170.5-6.  He 
died  in  the  prijne  of  life,  much  regretted.  His  e.-rate  was  valued  at  £1,2.51,  andi  his 
homestead  at  £140. 

5.  Joseph  ;  b.  167S,  and  m.  Elizabeth  Gaylord.  He  was  accepted  as  a  bachelor 
proprietor,  March  26,  160?,  and  in  the  same  month  received  a  grant  of  land  "  on 
■y®  east  side  of  y«  little  brook  buting  on  gorg  scott  horn  lot  being  a  triangle  peace 
betwein  y^  highways  for  a  hous  lot  on  condition  y^  he  fence  and  improue  it  four 
yeirs  not  to  pregedis  y«  high  wayes  nor  hinder  y«  tov/u  coming  to  y«  olaypits." 
On  this  lot,  which  lay  betvvccn  North  Main  and  Crove  streets,  cast  of  Aiidrew 
Bryan's  hou^e,  Hlckox  built  a  house,  Vv"hich  he  d<jedcd,  with  three  and  a  half  aeres 
of  land,  to  John  Judd,  (Ist,)  Xov.  ,5,  1714,' l.iounded  east,  west,  north  aiui  sonthr,  on 
hi.i;hway.  He  obtained  the  o'tice  of  "eluinney  viewer"  in  IT'il  and  17i>:;.  ond 
begat  two  children,  Joseph  and  Hannah,  both  of  whom  (and  also  a  sister.  Rutii) 
were  living  in  1725-6.  Being  satisfied  with  what  he  had  done  for  Waterbury.  aiul 
having  made  fist  ids  propriety  right,  he  quit  the  place,  going  to  Durham  with  the 
Gay  lord-,  v>here  he  died  in  1725.    He  ^^■as  a  carpenter. 

6.  i[ary  ;  b.  16S1  ;  m.  John  Bionson,  £oa  of  Isaac,  and  died  "  March  21,  1713." 

7.  Elizabeth;  bap.  Xov.  12,  16^2;  ni.  Dec.  1724,  Jolin  Xorton,  (of  Dui-ham, 
previously  of  Saybrook "?) 

8.  Stephen;  bap.  April  12,  168-5,  and  m.  Rath  C.aylord.  He  v.'as  adiniticd  a 
bael-L'lor  proprietor,  Jan.  7.  l7'»-5-i:i  ;  but  soon  cai'.ght  the  run-away  fev^r  and 
followed  liis  brother  and  father-in-law  to  Durham,  thus  losing  his  bachelor  right. 
He  was  one  of  those  whose  feelings  were  hurt  that  the  [iroprietors  should  give 
away  their  lands  -o  liberallv,  he  havitig  a  small  interest  after  the  decease  of  his 
father.  His  death  took  place  before  i7G7-8.  He  had  sons  ami  daughters,  Sam- 
uel. Stcplien,  Ruth  Johnson  and  Sarah  Spelrnan. 

9.  Benjamin;  b.  1686.  He  was  "  of  Stamford  in  171.5,  and  had  a  suit  iii  tr.e 
Superior  Court  at  Fairfield' about  a  negro  boy,  Dunboy,  whom  he  clainn-ii  and 
had  attached.    He  was  living  in  Xorwalk  in  May,  1735. 
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10.  MoTcy  ;  bap.  April  8,  ICSO. 

11.  Ebenezer ;  b.  loO:].  He  chose,  iu  1707,  brotiiev  William  liis  guaruiiir,- 
Ile  vras  iu  Daubury  in  June,  17  "22. 

JOSEPH  HICKOX. 

I  suppose  him  to  have  been  vonnger  thau  his  hrotliLT  Sam- 
ueh  lie  subscribed  the  articles  in  1071-.  and  liad  a  >^(j')  vMo^- 
nient.  lie  vas  earlj  in  Mattatnck,  but  was  not  than'*:-  :u  a 
steady  Tray,"  I  concbnie;  for  though  his  naine  is  in  the  tirst, 
second  and  fourth  fence  divisions,  it  is  not  in  the  thiir(L  lie 
lived  next  vrest  of  his  bi'other  Samuel,  bet^veen  the  latrci*  ami 
Philip  Jr.dd,  liaving-  a  lot  of  two  acres.  This  hu,  bounded 
north  on  common  land,  his  son  Joseph  sold  and  C'^nveycfl, 
May  17,  1G90,  to  his  cousin  William  Ilickox,  cs  before  sta.tod. 

Only  the  scantiest  memorials  remain  of  Joseph  Ilickox. 
tirst.  lie  was  tlie  Si'st  proprietor  tiiat  left  the  >cttlemer;t,  (and 
theiirst  that  died.)  lie  removed  to  Wooilbury.  (Soutliljury. 
in  the  early  yart  of  lOSG  ;  joined  the  church  tliere  ^M'ay  -id, 
l*!"^*.),  and  died  in  1*'>S1.  His  estate  amounted  Tu  i^k)"  in  Wii- 
terbury  and  £It't»  in  Woodbury. 

JOILS"  HOPKINS. 

Ilis  grandfather,  John  Hopkins,  settled  at  Cambridge.  Jrla-., 
in  lGol;wa<  made  a  freeman  in  16o5,  and  removed  to  Harifurd, 
in  1G36,  vrhere  he  became  a  juror,  in  lG4o.  It  is  not  knowu 
wliat  relation,  if  any,  he  bore  to  Stephen  IIo]>kius,  wlio  cai-u* 
to  Plymouth,  Mass.,  in  1G20,  or  to  Edward  Ilopkiu^,  wiio  ar- 
rived at  Boston  in  1G3T,  afterwards  governor  of  CoonecTieiir. 
Ife  c-iuld  noi,  however,  haYe  been,  a  near  relative  of  tiie  h..-?. 
His  will  was  dated  in  IGIS,  and  the  inventory  of  Ins  e-'atc 
taken  April  14,  1G51.  He  left  a  widow  Jaae,  wh-.*  aoer- 
ward-  nuirried  Xathaniel  Ward,  and  two  ehildrem  Stephen 
ano  Pethiali.    The  last  married  Samuel  Stocking  of  ^lidole- 

Sii'[*hen  IIo])kins,  the  father  of  John  of  Waterbury,  ma'le 
a  freei.uiii  1G5G,  married  Dorcas,  daughter  of  John  Pronr-nr!, 
l.-r,  "t  Paruiiugton.  He  died  about  IG^O,  and  his  vri^iivw, 
Mav  10,  ^  1U>  will  bore  date  Sept.  iJS,  1*'S'!,  and  ]d>  in- 

vcr.tory,  ^amounting  to  £^91.)  jSov.  G,  1G>9.  His  ehildien 
named  in  his  wili,  were  : 
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1.  Joliii ;  2.  Steplien ;  b.  liiO.j ;  ni.  Sarali,  cl.  of  Lieur.  Thomas 

Judd  and  llannali  .    He  liad  cliiidren,  Thomas,  Sarali  and 

Hacliel,  and  d.  1704.  3.  Ebenezer ;  b.  160'},  and  ni.  Maiy 
Butler,  d.  of  Sainnel  of  AVetlierstleld,  Jan.  21,  IGOl.  Jo- 
seph ;  m.  Hannah,  d.  of  Panl  Peck  of  Hartford,  xVpril  27, 
1693.  5.  Dorcas;  m.  Jonathan  AVebster,  May  11,  16S1.  6. 
Mary  ;  m.  Samuel  Sedgwick. 

John  Hopkins,  the  son  of  Stephen  of  Hartford,  came  to 
Mattatuck  to  tend  his  father's  mill.  The  mill  was  built  ap- 
])arently  in  16S0,  and  John  probably  took  charge  of  it  at  that 
time.  He  did  not  however  become  a  proprietor  immediately. 
Perhaps  he  was  not  then  of  age.  His  name  is  not  on  either 
of  the  fence-division  lists,  so  frequently  referred  to.  Tlie  hith- 
er had  a  house  lot  granted  him,  Feb.  5,  16S0-S1,  which  was 
probably  intended  for  the  s«_)ii.  The  latter  is  first  mentioned, 
Feb.  6,  16S2,  (16S2-8,)  when  Dea.  Lankton's  forfeited  allot- 
ments were  confirmed  to  him  by  the  committee.  He  was  then 
called  "  the  present  miller." 

John  Hopkins  was  one  of  the  most  respected  and  infiuen- 
tial  of  the  early  settlers  of  Waterbury.  He  ground  the  jieo- 
ple's  corn,  "  corn  being  suitable  to  grind,''  and  was  one  of  tlie 
youngest  of  the  original  proprietors.  He  sul)scribed  to  the  .£'oo 
-settlement  of  the  first  ministej  ;  was  townsuian  in  1002.  and 
several  times  afterwards;  constable  in  1702  ;  grand  juror  for 
two  years;  deputy  in  1701:,  and  many  times  from  17uS  to  1726: 
justice  of  the  peace  from  1725  to  1720,  inclusive.  Ho  lield 
the  ofiice  of  town  clerk  in  1713.  He  wrote  his  own  signature 
in  a  fair  hand ;  but  his  chirograpliy  was  generally  bad  and  his 
ink  poor,  making  the  records,  as  kept  by  him.,  ditiicult  to  deci- 
pher. He  was  also  tavern  keeper  from  1712  to  1 718,  inclusive, 
and  probably  earlier,  and  ''ordinary  keeper"  in  1714  and 
1715.  He  obtained,  too,  military  honors  so  much  sought  for 
in  his  day,  being  sergeant  in  1714,  ensign  in  1715,  and  lieu- 
tenant in  1716.  After  tluj  latter  date,  he  was  known  as  Lett. 
Hopkins.  AVhen  the  new  meeting  house  came  to  be  seated 
in  1729,  he  was  one  of  the  revered  dignitaries  who  were  voted 
^'  into  the  first  pew^  at  the  west  end  of  the  pulpit. 

John  Hnpkins'  house  lot  was  situated  on  the  corner  of  East 
Main  and  Bank  streets.     It  contained  tvro  acres,  and  was 
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bomided,  Dec.  26,  1691,  north  and  west  on  highway,  south  on 
Thomas  Warner,  and  east  on  common  Land.  The  liouse  stood 
on  Main  street  a  little  east  of  the  lane  put  down  on  the  map  as 
Brook  street. 

John  Hopkins  was  a  large  landholder.  He  gave  away 
much  land  during  ids  lite  time  to  his  chiklren,  hy  deed  ;  still, 
he  left  a  considerahle  estate.  He  died  Xov.  1_632,  his  inven- 
tory amounting  to  £1,251,  15s.  His  wife's  name  was  Hannah 
 ,  and  their  children  were: 

1.  A  daughter;  b.  Dec.  2-Jd,  1684,  and  d.  Jan.  4,  1684-5— the  death  being  the 
first  recorded  in  the  town. 

2.  John;  b,  March  29,  1GS6;  bap.  ia  Hartford  and  died  in  Hartford,  Dee. 
1109. 

3.  Consider;  b.  Xov.  10,  1087;  ni.  Elizabeth  Graharo,  "  relict  of  George  Gra- 
ham of  Hartford,"  and  died  in  Hartford  in  1726. 

4.  Stephen  ;  b.  Xov.  19,  16S9,  and  died  1709.  He  received  "bachelor  accom- 
modations," in  1712;  was  townsman  in  1724  and  afterwards;  deputy  many 
times  after  1732  ;  special  agent  to  the  General  Couri,  in  17 S7  and  1738,  izc.  He 
was  a  prominent  man  in  his  day.  His  house  was  near  the  west  corner  of  East 
Main  and  Mill  streets.  The  lot  his  father  bought  of  Richard  Porter  in  May,  1711, 
described  as  "  before  Thomas  Hickox's  house,  two  acres,  east,  west  and  north  on 
highway,  south  on  common  land."  In  Oct.  1713,  the  "town"  granted  to  Sttpben 
Hopkins  one  and  a  half  acres,  (laid  out  as  two  acres,)  south  of  the  above  land,  and 
adjoining  to  it.  In  June,  1718,  the  father  deeded  to  the  son  his  two  acres,  on 
which  a  house  had  been  built,  valuing  both  to  him  at  £35.  Afterwards,  (Dec.  11, 
1729,)  the  latter  sold  the  house  and  lot  of  four  acres,  bounded  north,  souch,  east 
and  west  on  highway,  to  Jonathan  Garnsey,  and  Garnsey  conveyed  it,  Morch 
19,  1735,  to  Thomas  Barnes. 

Stephen  Hopkins  I  suppose  to  liave  assisted  his  father  in  the  care  of  the  mill. 
After  the  death  of  the  latter,  Stephen  and  Timothy,  executors  of  the  w  ill  of  the 
deceased,  sold  out  the  mill  and  njiU  hnids,  the  deed  bearing  date  Jan.  1732-3.  A'  -uut 
this  time,  probably,  (certainly  before  Oct.  7,  1734,)  Stephen  removed  to  Judd's 
Meadow,  locating  himself  on,  or  near,  the  New  Haven  road  and  Fulling  Mill 
Brook. 

5.  Timothy;  b.  Xov.  16,  1691,  and  d.  Feb.  5,  1748-9.*  He  had  a  bachelor 
right  granted  him  in  1715.  He  w;ts  a  iarmer  ;  was  called  "yeoman"  and  "hus- 
bandman," in  deeds,  and  had  much  to  do  with  public  business.  He  was  on  seve- 
ral occasions,  constable,  seclectman,  gran'i  juror  and  moderator  oi  town  meeting. 
He  was  justice  of  the  peace  from  1734  to  1742  inclusive,  and,  for  many  years, 
a  representative  to  the  General  Court.  He  obtained  irnlitary  distinction,  and  w.'S 
made  a  captain  in  173  ji.  Xo  man  of  the  town  seems  lo  have  had,  in  a  greater  de- 
gree, the  confidence  of  the  pubhc. 

•  On  his  tombstone,  now  standing,  is  this  not  a.':ramtliar  verse  : 
When  this  you  see, 
Then  think  on  me. 
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Timothy  Hopkins,  after  liis  marriage.  lived  with  his  father,  the  latter  inving 
conveyed  to  him,  in  June,  1719,  by  deed,  one  half  of  th.e  house  and  homestead  of  t -vo 
acres,  valuing  them  to  him  at  £40  advancement.  After  the  decease  of  th.e  father, 
the  son  became  the  owner  of  the  whole  ;  and  in  April,  1140,  added  to  it  the  lot  i  wlih 
a  house)  adjoining  on  the  south,  two  and  three  quarter  acres,  bought  of  Jolui  Viui- 
derson  of  Xew  Haven,  and  which  Puuderson  purchased  of  James  Johnson,  bound- 
ed west  on  highway,  &c.  The  entire  lot,  then  called  four  and  a  half  a<'re-^,  the 
son  conveyed  "with  the  buildings,  fencings,  orcharding,"  <*cc.,  April  -iti;,  IT-Io, 
to  Lieut.  John  Bronson,  for  £o4()  old  tenor,  bounded  southerly  on  Stephen  Upson, 
easterly  on  Jonathan  Baldwin's  home  lot,  &c. 

After  the  sale  of  his  homestead,  Capt.  Hopkins  appears  to  have  owned  a  house 
and  other  buildings  beyond  the  limits  of  the  village,  out  East,  whither  iic,  per- 
haps, removed. 

6.  Samuel;  b.  Dec.  27,  1693.    He  settled  in  AVest  Springfield.  ^ 

7.  Mary;  b.  Jan.  27,  1696-7  ;  m.  Samuel  llickox. 

8.  Hannah;  b.  April  2P.,  1G99,  and  m.  Daniel  Porter,  2d. 

9.  ;  b.  at  same  date  as  the  last,  and  d.  an  infant. 

10.  Dorcas;  b.  Feb.  12,  17l'5-6,  and  m.  James  Porter, 

BENJAMIN  JONES. 

He  ^>vas  ac'Cpted  in  the  place  of  Joliii  Aiidruss,  and  ^vas  not 
one  of  tlie  ilr.-t  con^p-any  of  settlers.  His  name  is  first  mention- 
ed among  those  v;ho  had  allotments  in  the  fourth  division  of 
fence,  about  lOSO-31.  But  little  is  known  of  him.  His  liouse 
and  lot  of  tvro  acres  were  on  the  west  side  of  WilLiw  street, 
south  of  William  Brown's  dwelling.  The  land  was  hounded, 
in  l^-'^ST,  southwest  on  ''a  great  lot,''  northeast  on  Tli!>mas 
Judd's  hind  and  liighway,  westwardlv  on  Ensign  Thomas 
Judd's  land  and  eastwardly  on  highway.  He  removed  to  In  evr 
Haven  about  16S9,  where  he  bought  of  William  Johnson  of 
X.  H..  for  £'50,  sixty-six  and  a  half  acres  of  land  at  a  place  on 

West  Side/'  (West  Haven.)  called  Sheplierd's  Hilh  rmming 
to  a  highway  next  the  sea.''  His  propriety  riglit  of  £T0!.'  was 
sold  by  his  son  Benjamin,  in  1TI5,  to  I)ea.  Thumas  Judu,  ff  »r 
forty  shillings,  and  was  conveyed  by  the  latter,  in  April.  171T- 
to  Ids  son  William, 

Whence  Benjamin  Jones  came,  and  from  whom  he  de- 
scended, I  am  not  informed.  He  was  married  to  Han'ial' 
Spencer,  at  Milford,  May  2d,  lut)!,  and  had  a  son  Benjaiiiiri 
born  there,  in  June,  1€G2.  (S.  Judd.)  He  died  inl\ew  Haven, 
Dec,  30, 1600,  and  his  estate  was  settled  in  the  County  Court  of 
X.  H.  His  widow,  Hannah,  was  administratrix,  and  guar»ii;in 
of  the  only  child,  Benj  amin.    This  minor  son  was  not,  of  course, 
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the  one  boni  in  ^lilford,  in  1062.  Tlie  latter  must  Lave  died.  livA 
anotlier  been  born  Laving  the  same  name.  Isaac  Bronson  and 
TLomas  Jndd.  smitL,  took  an  inventory  of  the  deceased  man's 
estate  in  Waterbnry. 

Benjamin  J<->nes,  2d,  Lad  born  in  Xevr  ITaven,  betvreen 
1706  and  1722,  Benjamin,  Hannali,  Euth,  Vinson,  Martha  and 
Ebenezer. 

JUDD. 

Thomas  Jndd,  ancestor  of  the  Jndds  of  Xew  Engdand,  came 
iToni  England  in  1633  or  1631:,  and  settled  first  in  Cambridge, 
near  Boston,  wliere  lands  were  .e-ranted  him  in  1631.    He  re- 

o 

moved  to  Harttbrd  in  1636  and  to  Farmington  abont  1611, 
where  he  lived  till  1679,  and  buried  his  wife.  He  then  went 
to  Xorthanipton  and  married  a  wi<luw  Mason,  who  was  child- 
less and  had  a  good  estate.  There  he  died  Xov.  0,  16SS.  He 
was  the  second  deacon  of  tlie  clmrch  of  FarmingtoJi  and  a 
depnty  from  that  town  in  1657,  and  afterwards. 
His  children  were : 

1.  William,  and  2.  Elizal'etli.  Bntli  of  them  were  born 
between  1633  and  1636.  bnt  it  is  uncertain  Avhich  was  the  oldest. 
3.  Thomas;  b.  abont  li3S.  John;  b.  abont  I^^-IO.  He 
was  a  non-fnlhlling  sn])scriber.  5.  Benjamin;  b.  abont  1612 
— a  non-fnliilling  subscriber.  6.  Mary;  b.  abont  1611;  ni. 
June  1,  1662,  Th(:nnas  Loomis  of  Windsor.  7.  Bnth  ;  b. 
1616-7,  m,  John,  son  of  John  Steele.  S.  Philip;  b.  1619  and 
baptized  Sept.  2,  1619.  9.  Samuel ;  b.  al)ont  1653.  His  fath- 
er subscribed  the  articles  for  him  in  1671.  He  proposed  join- 
ing the  settlement  in  Mattatuck  and  had  allotments  of  fence 
in  the  first  and  f<)urth  divisions  ;  but  lie  failed  at  the  critical 
time,  and  joined  his  father  in  Xurtliampton,  wliere  he  died 
in  1721. 

William  Judd,  the  eldest  son  of  Dea.  Thomas  of  Farming- 
ton  aiul  the  fatlier  of  Dea.  Thoma.-  of  Waterbury,  married 
Mary,  daugliter  of  John  Steele,  March  30,  1658,  and  died  late 
in  1690,  leaving  an  ample  estate  of  £693.  His  inventory  was 
presented  to  Court,  Xov.  5,  1690. His  wido^v,  Mary,  di(?^l 

*  I  c-ini)ot  rtconcilt,;  these  dates,  taken  from  Mr.  SylvtstiT  Judd's  Genealoi'v  of  Thcmas 
Judd,  with  an  entry  on  the  Farmington  record,  ^\  hi^■i^,  und-^r  date  nf  March  2.i,  1^)0-01,  rt  M.rs 
to  '•'  Thomas  Judd  sou  of  William,  both  re^^ideata  of  Waterbury."  Perhaps  1  have  made  a  a;i;v- 
take  in  copyiti-j. 
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Oct.  27,  ITIS,  aged  about  eighty.  The  chndren's  births  are 
interred  from  the  baptisms,  and  tlie  age  given  by  the  pr<:«bate 
record.    Tlieir  names  were  : 

1,  Mary  ;  b.  1658  ;  m.  Abel  Janes  of  Xorthampton,  2. 
Tliomas  ;  'b.  1662,  (baptized  Oct.  13, 1662.)  3.  John  ;  ]x  1667. 
and  d.  in  Farmington,  1710,  leaving  three  children.  4. 
chel  ;  l>.  1770;  d.  unmarried,  1703.  5.  Samuel;  b.  1673;  m. 
Ann  Hart,  in  1710  and  Abigail  Phelps  of  Westfield.  in  1725, 
He  lived  in  Farmington,  had  children  and  died  172S.  6.  Dan- 
iel ;  b.  1675  ;  lived  in  Farmington  ;  m.  in  1705,  Mercy  Mitch- 
ell of  A\^-)odbnry  ;  d.  April  29,  1748,  having  had  eight  ciiild- 
ren.    7.  Elizabeth  ;  b.  1678  ;  Avas  living  in  1718  unmarriofl. 

All  the  sons  of  Dea.  Judd  of  Farmington,  six  in  number, 
signed  the  articles,  first  and  last;  but  only  two  became  per- 
manent settlers  of  Waterbnry. 

*  LIEUT.  THOMAS  JUDD. 

Tliomas  Judd,  the  second  son  of  Deacon  Thomas  of  Farm- 
ington, was  one  of  the  original  thirty.  He  subscrilied  as 
Thomas  Judd,  Jr.  Afterwards,  when  his  son  Thomas  became 
proprietor,  he  was  known  as  Thomas  Judd,  Sen.,  and  tinaily  iis 
Lieut.  Thomas  Judd.  He  was  one  of  the  first  company  of 
settlers,  and  discharged  promptly  all  his  oldigations  as  a  phint- 
er.  He  shirked  no  responsibility,  and  exposed  hims(.'if  to 
no  censure  or  rebuke.  He  was  one  of  the  assignees  '\vliom 
the  first  Iridian  deed  was  made  over,  in  Sept.  1677,  and  was  a 
grantee  in  the  other  and  later  Indian  deeds.  He  is  named  in 
tlie  first  division  of  fence,  and  was  one  of  the  committee  to 
lay  it  out,  Jan.  1677-8.  He  had  a  like  interest  and  a  like 
agency  in  the  other  divisions.  After  his  la-other  William 
abandoned  the  settlement,  he  was  more  than  any  otlier  single 
person  the  leading  man  of  the  infant  town.  He  wa-  general- 
ly named  by  the  grand  committee  as  one  of  the  pers'^ns  who 
were  to  act  in  their  absence,  in  certain  emergencies.  In  the 
discharge  of  his  duties  as  conmiittee,  John  Stanley  was  usn,- 
ally  associated  vrith  him.  J  udd's  name  was  nearly  always  men- 
tioned first,  in  part,  pcrha}.s,  becau.-u  he  was  older  than  Stan, ley. 

Thomas  Judd  lived  on  tlie  north  sivle  of  West  Main  sti\_'et, 
next  east  of  John  Bronson,  his  lot  of  two  and  one  <jiiarter 
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acres,  extending  tliroiigli  to  tlie  back  street,  Louiided,  in  Xov. 
16S7,  easterly  on  J3aniel  Warner,  westerly  on  Jolm  Brons^.ai, 
&c.  After  his  death,  his  son  Thomas  took  the  old  home- 
stead. 

Tliomas  Judd  was  one  of  the  patentees  in  the  first  town 
patent.  He  was  called  sergeant  in  16S2  and  afterwards,  and 
occasionally  ensign,  (in  copied  records,)  in  16S6,  lOST  and  1(]SS. 
After  Andros  had  abandoned  tlie  government,  and  tlit-  Water- 
bury  train-band  became  entitled  to  a  lieutenant,  John  Stanley 
received  the  comtnission  of  lieutenant,  and  Judd  that  of 
ensign.  Why  this  precedence  was  given  to  Staidey,  tlie  junior 
in  age,  I  am  imable  to  say,  unless  lie  had  some  important  ad-, 
vantage  over  his  friend  in  military  bearing.  However,  Judd 
was  compensated.  He  was  the  first  deputy  to  the  General 
Court,  (in  May,  16S0,)  and  was  often  reelected  to  the 
office.  He  was  the  first  commissioner  of  the  town.,  and  was 
continued  in  ofiicc  till  a  law  vras  passed  rerpiiring  at  least 
three  or  four  justices  of  the  peace  in  each  county.  He  was 
then,  (in  1699,  or  earlier,)  appointed  the  first  justice  of  tlie 
p-eace—a  great  honor  ;  and  was  annually  reappointed  till  hi.^ 
death.  In  1696,  after  Lituit.  Stanley  had  removed  to  F;\rm- 
ington,  he  was  promoted  to  a  lieutenancy,  the  highest  military 
otrice  allowed  in  the  town,  till  1716.  Xo  doubt  he  bore  hirn- 
^e]f  gallantly. 

Lieut.  Judd  died  Jan.  10,  1T02-3,  "in  the  sixty-fifth  year 
m  his  age,"  at  a  time  when  his  assistance  and  counsel  were 
much  mjedeil.  His  sons  John  and  Thomas  were  admiiii.-rra- 
tMr>,  and  the  inventory  of  his  estate,  amounting  to  £107,  bore 
<late  Jan.  30,  1702-3.  His  wife,  Sarah,  daughter  of  John 
Stc^l  "t  Farmington,  died  May  22,  1695,  in  the  fifry-sevenrh 
year  her  a^^e.'*  They  were  both  members  of  Mr.  Hooker's 
chm-rii  in  Fannington,  in  16S0. 

CliinbxMi: 

1.  T;,o:iias  born  probably  ia  1063. 

2.  Joiiii.  U  i  received  a  grant  of  land  as  early  as  1GS9-90 — four  acres — to  I'C 
IK-  on  coiiilirion  that  ho  remained  four  years  in  the  town;  but  his  name  is  rar'/!y 
MK.'nlioiM'd  till  after  1700.  fTe  was  not  a  baclielor  proprietor,  it  not  bein'::  the 
prartii.r  to  admit  as  such  any  person  who  had  come  into  po-\'>es:-ion  of  anoni'^-'s 
ri;.'lit,  ])\'  inherifance  or  otherwise;  but  in  virtue  of  the  right  of  his  father  wiiich 
wu>  d;>t;-ihated  to  him,  he  liad  an  addition  of  two  forty  pound  rights.     He  ivas 
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surveyor  hi  ITdS  ;  grand  juror  in  17("i5  ;  townsman  in  170G  ;  tow  n  (.•oUector  iu  ITdT  ; 
town  treasurer  in  1712,  Sec.  In  Dec.  1713,  he  was  appointed  town  clerk,  which 
office  he  lield  till  his  death.  Ilis  chirograph}-  is  atrociously  bad — worse  oven 
than  that  of  his  immediate  predecessors  in  otiice.  His  last  record  was  a  part  of 
a  deed  from  himself  to  John  Welton,  dated  and  acknowledged  ilay  5th,  1717. 
The  record  was  finished  b}'  his  successor,  William  Judd.  His  decease  took  place 
in  the  laiter  part  of  1717,  (X.  S.)  The  inventory  of  his  estate,  amounting  to  £0n5, 
was  taken  Jan.  3, 1717-18.  Capt.  Th.onuis  JudJ  was  guardian  of  the  four  young- 
est children,  in  1720. 

John  Judd  had  a  house  and  house  lot  of  one  acre  and  a  half  which  he  obtaiiK'd 
by  exchange,  March  4,  17<j-i,  of  John  Warner,  bounded  east  on  Jonathan  Scott's 
house  lot,  north,  south,  and  west  on  higliway.  This  he  exchanged,  Xov.  5.  1714. 
Avith  Joseph  llickox  of  Durham,  said  IIic!;ox  conveying  to  him  a  house  and  lof  of 
three  and  a  half  acres,  lying  between  Cook,  Grove  and  Xorth  ilain  streets,  })utted 
north,  south,  east  and  west  on  highways,  where  I  suppose  Judd  afterwards  lived. 
V'3.  Sarah  ;  m.  Xov.  17,  1086,  Stephen  Hopkins,  Jr.,  of  Hartford.  Her  death  is 
recorded  in  Waterbury  as  having  taken  place  May  11,  ir.93,  in  the  tweuty-e:,L;h!.h 
year  of  her  age.    She  left  a  son,  Thomas,  and  two  daughters. 

PHILIP  JUDD. 

He  was  tlie  sixtli  son  of  Dea.  Tlioiiias  Judd,  and  in.  riiin.- 
nali,  d.  of  Thomas  Loomis  of  Wiiid-or.  Xot  miicli  is  known 
of  liini.  He  subscribed  the  articles  June  13,  IGST,  (having  al- 
ready— in  1686 — received  some  hind  grants,')  being  accepted 
in  the  phice  of  his  brotlier  Samuel.  He  signed  the  agreement 
with  Mr.  Peck,  in  16S0,  and  died  soon  after.  His  death  oc- 
curred before  the  expiration  of  the  f<;»ur  years  rc'iuired  l)y  the 
articles  of  settlement,  thus  securing  his  right  to  his  family. 
He  was  the  first  of  the  original  proprietors  who  died  in  AVa- 
terbury.  Ensign  Thomas  Judd  and  Thomas  Judd,  smith,  a'l- 
ministered  on  his  estate.  His  inventr)ry,  taken  Xov.  2,  16S9, 
amounted  to  £237  in  Waterbury,  and  £02  in  Farmington- 
He  was  much  in  debt.  The  family  removed  from  AYaterbury, 
and  the  children  all  settled  in  Danbury, 

Philip  Judd's  house  lot  of  two  acres  (*-y'  fell  to  him  by  alot" 
ment ")  was  on  the  north  side  of  West  Main  street,  next  west 
of  Joseph  Hickox's  Inune  lot,  and  was  bounded,  Marcii  27, 
1708,  west  on  Obadiah  Hichards,  deed.,  east  on  William  Hick- 
ox,  north  on  com.mon,  south  on  highway,  (no  liouse  mentioned 
at  this  date.)  The  lot  was  sold,  X^s-.  1711,  by  Benjamin  Jiidd, 
son  of  Phihp,  to  William  Hickox,  for  £S,  lUs.,  butted  nortii  on 
George  Scott's  land,  and  on  the  otlier  sides  as  described  above. 
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Children  : 

1.  Philip;  baptized  in  Farmii)gton,  March  13,  16Si~)-Sl.  He  settled  in  DarJjirij 
(Bethel  Society,)  and  died  between  1760  and  1765,  leaving  children. 

2.  Thomas  ;  baptized  ^lay  27,  16S3,  and  died  young. 

3.  Hannah;  baptized  in  F.  Oct.  19,  1684,  and  married  Thomas  Hoyt  of  Dan- 
bury.    They  were  both  living  in  April,  1721. 

4.  AVilliam  ;  baptized  in  F.  July  3,  16S7.  He  mar.  Dec.  23,  1709,  Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Gridly  of  Farmington,  where  he  had  two  daughters,  Eunice  and 
Elizabeth,  born  in  1710  and  1712-13.  He  removed  thence  ^ir^t  to  Waferbury 
then  to  Danbury.  He  was  in  the  former  place  in  1716  and  in  the  latter  in  1717 
and  172w.  He  a[)pear3  to  have  been  the  WiUlam  Judd,  tailor,"'  of  the  Waterbury 
records. 

5.  Benjamin;  bap.  in  F.  May  4,  169().  He  was  living  in  Danbury  in  1711  and 
1727.  He  became  the  owner  of  his  father's  £S0  propriety  and  sold  it  to  Timothy 
Hopkins. 

THOMAS  JUDD,  THE  SON'  OF  WILLIAM. 

His  name  is  first  mentioneu  in  tlie  Waterbnry  records, 
Dec.  31,  1GS5,  when  lie  had  a  grant  of  land  from  the  ])r(:»- 
prietors  on  ye  nortli  sid  of  his  lions  lot  to  hute  on  John 
Sc<:>nels  thre  acre  lot.''  This  lionse  lot  was  one  of  twc)  acres 
on  ^Yillow  Street,  north  of  John  ScnvilFs,  which  had  ])een 
granted  to  his  father  and  forfaited,  and  then,  bestov.'cd  on 
the  son.  It  is  rec'i-rded  as  a  part  of  the  estate  of  tlie  latter, 
under  date  of  Decemher  26,  1C91,  which  wa^  granted  Ia'  the 
committee.  He  is  next  mentioned,  Jan.  3,  10^6,  (]f'>:(]-7.) 
and  again  ^larch  27,  16S7,  and  again  Sept.  29.  10^7.  His 
name  is  on  the  list  of  propriet^^rs  of  KISS,  and  lie  was  again 
grantee  of  the  tovni  Jan.  21,  16S9,  {10S9-90.)  and  again  Jan. 
29,  1C90,  (1690-91.)  At  the  latter  date,  he  reeeivi.'d  twenty 
acres  of  upland  and  other  lands,  with  the  customary  provision, 
that  he  Iniild  a  house  and  comply  vrith  the  conditions  of  the 
articles.-  March  2':>,  1690-91,  he  joined  the  church  in  Far- 
mington, an<l  is  described  as  of  Waterbury.  Sept,  23.  1690, 
lie  was  cliosen  brandcr  of  the  tov>-n,  he  to  keep  a  record  of  the 
horses  branded.  March  15,  1691,  he  had  a  di\'ision  of  uj'land, 
and  Jan.  2's  1692,  (1692-3,)  a  grant  on  Burnt  Hill.  May  17, 
169-1,  the  town  appointed  him  to  stake  out  a  grant  to  John 
Kichards. 


*  The  i)rov!3ii)n  in  tlii:^  and  other  cases  i5  not  always  sufficient  evidence  that  the  requirements 
of  the  articles  as  to  buildiii-.  ic,  had  not  already  been  complied  with.  It  seems  often  to  iiave 
been  inserted  as  a  kind  oi  f  jnr.,  and  as  a  mattsr  of  safety  should  any  dispute  arise. 
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The  above  items,  with  the  dates,  I  have  given  for  tlie  pur- 
pose of  showing  tliat  Thomas  Jiidd,  the  son  of  AVilliam,  \va-  a 
resident  of  Waterburj  from  the  hitter  part  of  1GS5  to  Mjiy, 
169-1,  in  something  like  a  steady  wav.''  ^Vhy  he  was  nut 
a  subscriber  to  Mr.  Peck's  £60  settlement  in  1689-90.  (as  he 
oiiglit  to  have  been,)  I  am  nnable  to  say.  That  he  was  a  pro- 
prietor during  all  this  time  there  seems  no  siitlicient  reason  to 
doubt.  This  would  appear  from  his  name  being  entered  in 
the  list  of  proprietors  of  16SS,  and  from  a  record  of  seven  par- 
cels of  land  made  in  Jan.  16SS-9,  and  Dec.  20,  1691,  wliich 
lauds  were  graiited  liim  ])y  the  committee.''  The  last  par- 
cel, rect.>rdcd  under  the  la-t  mentionC'l  date,  was  ''a  liuus  l-te 
of  too  acrs  granted  to  his  fatlier  as  tlie  aboue  mentioned  per- 
cels  [the  other  six]  were  and  after  iVirlitur  to  him.''  At  the 
last  named  date,  to.),  lie  had  a  house  l<:>t  of  three  quarters  of 
an  acre,  on  which  liis  dwelling  house  st'^^LKl,  on  the  S'jutli  side 
of  West  Main  street,  corner  of  Willow,  butted  n<:>rth  and  east 
on  a  highway,  south  on  the  luurs  of  Benjamin  Jones. 

Adopting  the  coiu'd  i]>i«:>u  that  Thomas  Judd,  the  son  of 
William,  was  mavlo  a  proprietor  before  16S>;,  receiving  liis 
father's  forfeited  aUr.rments,  an-I  that  he  ha'l  iiiliiHed  the  con- 
diti<»n.-^  of  the  articles  and  secured  liis  riglit  betbre  the  record 
of  Dec,  1691,  I  liave  been  niucli  pcr[>lexed  with  the  fal- 
lowing entry,  made  in  the  Proprietors'  Book-  l>y  Thomas  Judd, 
Jr.,  and  tlien  copied  by  tlie  same  hand  into  the  first  vcdume 
of  Land  Pccru'ds  : — 

Att  a  town  meetinir  iii  niattatock  fetiruai-y  25:   l<V.t.5  the  town  grnnt-'d  to 
Thomas  Juil.l  soon  of  willyairi  jiuLl  y''  a  lot  nient  t'ornn'rly  cjranted  to  y«  a'tM^ue 
v,-iUyain  Jiidd  proaiJed  he  coin  and  inhabit  tour  ver,<  in  a  settled  or  steady  vray 
from  y«  fii\st  of  may  next  ensucing  with  tlio  six  acers  granted  for  pastor  exc^pred. 

However  difficult  to  conceive  it,  I  am  persuaded  there  is  a 
mistake  in  the  date  of  tliis  record.  Were  the  considerations 
already  offered  insuthcient  to  pnive  it,  we  miglit  find  in  tlie 
record  itself  ojood  o^round  for  susnicio-u.  Waterburv  was 
never  called  Mattatuck  at'ter  the  town  was  incorporated  in 
1GS6,  unless  by  mistake  ;  an<l  a  mistake  would  not  be  likely 
to  occur  eight  years  after  a  change  of  name.  Besides,  there 
is  no  evidence  that  Judd  had  left  town  so  that  he  could  have 


HISTORY  OF  AVATEKBURY. 


101 


been  properly  invited,  in  ICOo,  '*  to  come  and  inhabit  four 
years,''  itc.  I  am  persuaded,  tlierefore,  that  the  record  (pinted 
above  should  bear  the  date  Feb.  25,  1GS5,  (16S5-0.) 

In  the  extract  below,  Thomas  Judd,  son  of  William,  i-  rii-st 
called  deacon  : — 

Att  a  town  meeting  in  watorbury  mnreh:  '27  169n  ye  town  gaue  liberty  to  doac 
judd  for  y®  enlarging  of  his  shop  to  make  use  of  sis  foots  of  ye  highv.ny  at  y« 
east  end  of  his  shop  so  long  as  he  improuo  it  for  y'  end 

According  to  his  tombstone,  he.  was  the  first  deacon  of  tlie 
AYaterbnry  church.  He  was  thirty-three  years  old  in  l^j'.'.j, 
('the  date  of  his  probable  appointment,)  and  the  fact  that  lie  was 
selected  at  that  early  period  of  for  so  responsible  a  ]!u.-i- 
tion,  with  no  associate  in  office  fr»r  tvrenty-nine  years,  is  a 
tribute  to  the  general  g()od  (pialities  of  his  head  and  heart. 

The  merits  of  I)ea.  Judd  seem  to  have  been  in  a  niea<ri]-e 
Tmknown  until  about  the  time  he  was  made  an  oificer  in  the 
church.    After  tluit,  and  parricuiarly  rifter  the  death  of  Li'/ut. 
Judd,  no  other  man  in  the  t'jwn  received  such  su])stanti;d  evi- 
dence <)f  the  people's  coiihdence  and  regard.    He  was  rnauy 
times  townsman,  school  committee,  rate-maker,  ^c.    In  f  >ct. 
1G96,  he  was,  for  the  first  time,  depnt-y  to  the  General  Coint, 
being  associated  with  Lieut.  Judd.     Afterguards  he  v\'as  ofreii 
the  associate,  in  tiie  town's  repre.-eritation,  of  Lieut.  Judd, 
Tliomas  Judd,  Jr.,  or  schoolmaster.  Lieut.  Timr.tliy  Stanlv^y; 
Lieut.  John  Ilopkin-,  Serg.  Stephen  Upson,  and  others,  till 
1733.    After  Lieut.  Jre.h I's  decea-e  he  wa- made  a  ju-tice '.»f 
the  peace,  which  otfice  he  ]i'AC[  by  annual  appointment  till 
IT-'J.    During  this  tin^e,  he  was  tlie  s-jie  justice  tor  Waterliury 
tihl  1725.    lie  wa>  one  of  the  receivers  appointed  by  tiie  G-ju- 
eral  Court,  iu  1703,  of  funds  c<jllecied  fjr  the  Saybro^fk  -clionl. 
AVIii'ii  tlie  r>tiice  of  tr>wii  chu-k  avl'S  ma'Ie  vacant  )»y  the  n-- 
mnval  of  ThoijuH  Judd,  Jr.,  the  deacoii  was  chosen  (A[.!'d  2h. 
17<i!f)  TO  fill  the  place.    He  filk-d  it,  in  a  very  poor  wa\-,  till 
Dec.  1712.    A\  I'iting  I'to  -ay  mtthing  of  spelling)  was.  ^viih 
him,  the  gift  (  Itetter  say  infiictioiij  of  nature. 

Dea.  Thomas  Judd  was  ah^j  a  military  man,  and  a  very  ijal- 

lant  one  to<),  it  i-  -ate  to  say.    He  was  made  an  ensign  after 

Lieut.  Judd's  decease,  in  1702-3,  and  held  the  place  under 

Lieut.  Timorhv  Stanlev  till  1715,    He  was  then  lu-onn^ted  au^l 
</  •/  i. 
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became  tlie  first  captain  of  tlic  Waterburv  train-band,  tlie 
number  of  soldiers  having  readied  sixtv-fonr,  thns  giving 
the  town  the  right  to  a  captain. 

Thomas  Jndd,  the  smith,  was  so  called  on  account  of  his  trade. 
He  branded  horses  and  hammered  iron,  in  a  rough  way,  for  the 
settlers.  His  "  deal  post'' was  a  place  for  public  advertise- 
ments. A  record  made  by  himself,  1709-10,  says — "  tlie 
decons  deal  porst  is  to  be  estemd  a  sine  porst  for  sad  town.'' 
He  was  usually  called  "  smith,"  or  the  "  son  of  William, *'  till 
he  became  a  deacon,  and  "  deacon  till  he  was  made  a  cap- 
tain, and  "  captain''  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Occasionally, 
after  the  death  of  Lieut.  Judd,  and  particularly  in  legal  docu- 
ments, he  is  termed  senior''  or  ''smith,"  to  distinguish  him 
from  his  cousin  of  the  same  name. 

Capt.  Judd,  April  1,  1717,  in  consideration  of  lands  at  Great 
Swamp,  conveyed  to  his  only  son  William,  his  house  and  all 
his  lands  in  Waterbury,  except  the  divisions  on  the  £100 
propriety  lie  bought  of  Jones.  After  this,  he  appears  to 
have  lived  with  his  son  many  years ;  but  Oct.  19,  ]73^),  he 
purchased  for  £1S5  of  Samuel  Camp  the  place  which  Camp 
bought  of  Capt.  William  Ilickox,  six  acres,  with  certain  re- 
servations, where  the  house  of  C.  B.  Merriman  now  stands. 
Here  Capt.  Judd  perhaps  lived  for  a  season  ;  but  in  1739,  he 
sold  out  to  Rev.  ]\Iark  Leavep.v\-ortli,  for  £250. 

Thomas  Judd  was  married,  Feb.  9,  16S7-S,  to  Sarah,  daugh- 
ter of  Stephen  Freeman,  first  of  Milford,  then  of  Xewark, 
X.  J.  He  died  full  of  years  and  honors.  Xear  the  nortliwest 
corner  of  the  (;»ld  burying  yard,  a  gravestone  is  standing  on 
which  may  be  read,  with  some  difficulty,  the  following 
inscription  : —  . 

I  Here  [lie:^]  | 

the  botlv  of  :  ' 

THOMAS  JUDD,  ESQ.  | 

f  Justice  ! 

„     -  Deacon  ^  \ 
first  ]  ^,  . 

Captain  i 

in  Watcrbury, 

•who  died  Jan'y 

ye  4th  A.  D.  1747 

j  aged  79. 
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On  tlie  next  stone  close  by,  is  anotlier  inscription  witli  tlicse 
words  :  "Sarah  Jucld,  wife  of  Deac.  Thomas  Judd,  dyed  Sept. 
8,  1T3S,  in      60th  year  of  her  age.'' 

There  are  two  errors  in  Dea.  Judd's  inscription.  lie  was 
not  the  first  hut  the  second  justice,  his  uncle,  Lieut.  Jiidd, 
being  the  first ;  and  he  was  several  years  older  than  is  statiMl. 
He  must  have  been  about  85.  The  inventory  of  liis  e.-tare 
amounted  to  £2,279,  IDs.  lOd.,  being  nominally  larger  tluiu 
that  of  any  inhabitant  of  AVaterbury  who  had  died  before  him. 
The  currency,  however,  at  this  period  was  much  depreciat^ii. 
The  silver  headed  cane  of  Captain  Jiidd  is  now  in  the  pos-^-s- 
sion  of  his  descendant,  Mr.  Sylvester  Judd  of  Xorthamptnn, 

Children  : 

1.  William  ;  b.  May  7,  1689  ;  bap.  in  Farnilngton,  April  5,  1691,  and  in.  Jan. 
21,  1712-13,  Mary,  d.  of  Stephen  Root  of  Farmington,  where  he  settled,  at  the 
Great  Swamp,  so  called,  (Kensington,  now  Berlin.)  About  1715,  he  returne  i  to 
Watcrbury,  was  made  a  £4')  proprietor,  and  received  a  special  grant  out  of  the 
common  lands,  •'he  to  fence  for  it."  His  father  deeded  to  him,  in  1717,  liis 
house  and  homestead,  on  the  corner  of  Willow  street,  now  occupied  by  Jfilsn  S. 
Kingsbury,  where  they  both  lived  for  many  years.    In  17oo,  however,  April 

the  son,  in  the  way  of  exchange,  conveyed  all  his  lands  and  buildings  in  the 
:ated  line  of  the  common  fence,''  (the  place  where  he  lived  being  included.  ]  to 
Ebenezer  Bronson,  and  removed  to  Westbury,  where  he  d.  Jan.  29,  1772.  II'.^ 
farm  lay  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  society,  its  southern  border  forming  tiio 
boundary  line.  His  first  wife  d.  Dec.  11,  17 ol,  having  had  nine  childrei!.  He 
then  married  Widow  Hope  Lee,  who  survived  him.    Estate  £579,  10s. 

William  Judd,  after  his  return  from  Farmington,  soon  became  more  or  Ics-  of  .i 
public  man,  and  repeatedly  occupied  posts  of  honor  and  responsibility.  lie  was 
constable  in  1718,  1719  and  1728;  townsman  in  1722,  1723  and  afterward.-; 
school  committee  in  1730  ;  deputy  in  1729,  173<.i,  1731,  1730  and  1739  ;  mo<lerator 
of  town  meeting,  1738-9  and  1753,  A:c.  After  the  decease  of  John  Judd,  in  1717, 
he  was  chosen  town  clerk,  and  continued  to  dischax,,  ait^i  luluties  of  the  office  till 
Dec.  1721,  when  ilr.  Southmayd  was  appointed,  ihfe -^.'as,  so  far  as  appe;^rs,  a 
competent  and  acceptable  clerk.  His  penmanship  is  a  great  improvement  on  that 
of  his  immediate  predecessors.  In  173o,  he  reached  the  goal  of  military  ambition^ 
and  became  a  captain. 

2.  Martha;  b.  Sept.  11,  1C92  ;  m.  1714,  Thomas  Cowles  of  I'armington,  and  d. 
1768. 

3.  Kachel;  b.  Xov.  13,  1694;  m.  Thomas  Upson,  son  of  Stephen,  and  d.  July 
19,  1750. 

4.  Sarah  ;  b.  April  23,  1697;  d.  Xov.  3,  1725  or  1726. 

5.  Hannah  ;  b.  Jidy  2,  1699,  and  d.  "March  12,  1713." 

6.  Mary;  b.  Jan  30,  17ol  :  m.  Timothy  Hopkins. 

7.  Elizabeth;  b.  July  23,  1704;  m.  John  Upson,  son  of  Stephen. 
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8.  Ruth;  b.  May  9,  1707;  m.  April  26,  1727,  James  Smith  of  Farmington,  and 
d.  ^iSe^. 

9.  Stephen;  b.  Nov.  30,  1709,  and  d.  June  25,  1715. 

THOMAS  JUDD,  Jr. 

He  was  tlie  son  of  Lieut.  Thomas  Jiidd,  and  was  accepted 
l)v  the  cvnnniittee  as  a  proprietor,  at  the  desire  of  his  father, 
Jan.  10,  16S3,  (16S3-4,)  with  £100  right.  His  name  is  rarely 
mentioned  for  several  years,  except  as  the  grantee  of  certain 
lands.  It  is  fonnd,  however,  among  the  proprietors  of  16S8, 
and  the  subscribers  to  Mr.  Peck's  settlement,  in  1689.  lie  was 
John  Stanley's  successor  as  register  or  town  clerk, being 
apiH.intod  June  4-.  169G — a  compliment  to  his  penmanship,  as 
vvcdl  a>  his  general  respectability.  He  retained  the  office  till  his 
removal  from  the  town.  He  was,  I  imagine,  in  his  mature 
vrars.  the  literary  oracle  of  the  settlement.  He  wrote  a  very 
g<»"d,  ])usinessdike  liand,  which,  with  some  practice,  is  read 
with  little  difficulty.  He  was  townsman  in  1608,  1703  and 
IT'*!;  tnwii  treasurer  in  1699  and  1700^  and  constable  in  1700. f 
Aftvr  The  death  of  his  father,  he  represented  the  town  in  the 
Cn-neral  Assembly,  first  in  Oct.  1701:,  and  then  in  the  three 
>uc'-eeding  October  sessions.  In  these  instances,  with  one 
i'xc<-|»ti<)n,  his  name  is  entered  as  Thomas  Jiidd,  Jr.,  to  distin- 
g;ii-h  him  from  liis  colleague,  Thomas  Judd,  tlie  son  of  Wil- 
ll-Aiiu  he  being,  I  suj-)pnse,  a  bttle  y(:>unger  than  his  cousin. 

I  supp<.-e — l)ut  cannot  prove  it — tliat  Thomas  Judd,  Jr.,  was 
the  sch^M.lmaster  of  AVaterbury — that  he  tau2"lit,  or  tried  to 
teach,  tlie  juveniles  of  the  village,  intellectual  archery.  I 
supp<>se  so  fro-  ■»-]ie  f;u'r  that  he  calls  himself  schoolmaster,  in 
evriain  <]eeds.  ;  .^fter  hi.^  removal  from  "Waterbury, 

where  lie  had  s}.ent  his  whole  previous  adult  life.  But  his 
teachings  c*'uld  have  been  but  mrMlerately  successful.  The 
ureliin  archers  of  his  day  were  not  all  apt  scholars,  idea-shcot- 
ing  beiiiL''  a  rather  dull  business,  judging  from  their  literary 
acconndi.^liments  when  grown  t^»  manliood. 

Thomas  Judd,  Jr.,  lived  on  West  Main  street,  on  the  soutli 


*  The  town  clerk  wa?  always  proi^rietors'  clerk  until  a  cornparatlrely  rtcent  period, 
t  Tiie  town  oOicerii  were  appoiatc'l  in  Decuiaf'er  for  the  ensuing  year  ;  un-i  when  I  speak  of 
the  time  that  a  person  held  an  office,  I  generally  refer  to  the  date  of  his  appointment. 
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side,  his  beiii^:  tlie  fourtli  lot  east  from  tlie  corner  of  AVillow 
street.  It  contained  two  acres,  and  bntted,  Xov.  ICS 7,  nortli 
and  south  on  liigliwav,  east  on  Edmund  Scott,  Jr's  land,  west 
on  John  AVelton's  hind.  Tie  sohl  the  phice,  April  1,  ITOl,  to 
Robert  Scott,  and  Scott  s«:>ld  it,  with  the  same  boundaries,  Oct. 
T,  ITOS,  to  his  brother  Edmund,  for  a  mare  and  c«>it  and 
£5, 12s."  After  his  father's  decease,  in  1702-3,  he  became  the 
owner  and  occupant  of  the  old  homestead,  recorded,  in  June, 
1705,  as  containijig  live  acres,  east  on  Obadiah  Richard's  iinu^o 
lot,  west  on  the  heirs  of  John  Bronson,  deceased,  ^krc.  lie 
appears  to  have  been  one  of  the  most  respectable  men  of  tlic 
town;  but  after  having  battled  with  adversity  thr  tweuty-iive 
years,  he  turned  his  back  upon  his  friends  and  quit  the  .settle- 
ment, lie  removed  in  the  early  part  of  1709,  (X.  S..)  a?id 
settlevl  iirst  in  Farmington,  (where  he  lived  in  1712,;.  and  then 
in  Hartford,  (in  the  part  called  West  Iiarttbrd,j  residing  near 
the  boundary  line. 

The  wife  of  Thonuis  Judd,  Jr.,  was  Sarah,  d.-mgliter  "f 
Joseph  Gaylord,  Sen.  They  were  married  April  IE  1*;>"^,  by 
Mr.  Zachariah  Walker,  Sen.,  of  Woodbury.  IE;  joine^l  tlie 
church  of  Earmington,  July  20,  16(H),  where  he  liad  two 
children,  Thomas  and  Sarah,  baptized  Oct.  12, 1G9<).  Ho  died 
Aug.  21,  1721.    His  wife  was  dead  in  Feb.  1721-2.3. 

Children: 

1.  Thomas  ;  b.  March  28,  lOOO  and  m,  Ilepzibah  "Williams. 

2.  Joseph  :  }  fd.au  infant. 

3.  Sarah  ;    )      ^^^'^^      l^^^,  )       j^^^^  Williams. 

4.  Elizabeth  ;  b.  Oct.  18,  ltv.)5,  and  m.  Joshua  How. 

5.  Joanna;  b.  Sept.  12,  169S  :  ni.  William  Scott,  and  diet.'    \n.  2.5,  1771. 

f>.  Josoph;  b.  April  21,  1701.  In  1726,  he  bought  a  ho  c  and  lauds  of  Oba- 
diJi  Sc'itt  in  Waterbury,  on  Buckshil!,  where  he  settled. 

7.  Ebenezer;  b.  March  3,  17n2-3  ;  lived  in  "West  Hartford,  and  d.  173-!-. 

8.  Mary;  b.  April  2,  170'3  ;  m.  Samuel  Moss  and  was  living  with  her  hu-band 
in  ■'.Valllngford,  in  1737. 

9.  Raciiel;  b.  Oct.  4,  1708;  unmarried  in  1738. 

10.  Abai^ail;  b.  1712,  and  m.  Joseph  Hull. 

JOSEPH  LEWIS. 

He  and  a  brother  John  were  sons  of  Joseph  Levri-  of 
"Windsor  and  Simsbury,  who  died  in  17u6.  He  was  tlie  first 
man,  an  outsider  and  not  an  original  proprietrtr,  (if  we  excej't 
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Mr.  Peck's  sons,)  tliat  joined  the  settlement  of  ^Vaterbiiry. 
At  wliat  precise  time  lie  came  I  have  no  means  of  knowing. 
His  name  is  first  mentioned  on  the  Town  Book,  Dec.  23,  1700, 
at  which  date  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  fence  v  iewers. 
Had  he  been  in  the  town  much  earlier  than  1700,  I  think  I 
should  have  discovered  some  traces  of  liim.  At  what  periud 
he  was  made  a  bachelor  proprietor  is  not  clear.  With  the 
exception  of  Tliomas  Clark,  he  was  the  only  one  of  tliis  class 
of  proprietors  who  was  not  either  a  son  or  grandson  of  an 
original  proprietor.  He  settled  at  Judd's  Meadow,  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river,  where  he  ovx-ned,  from  an  eai-ly  date, 
much  land,  obtained  by  division  and  by  purchase.  The  first 
reference  made  to  his  house  was  in  Dec.  1711:.  He  liad  doubt- 
less then  been  several  years  in  that  part  of  the  town.  His 
sons  took  up  their  residences  near  him.  To  Joseph,  he  gave, 
in  172S,  soon  after  marriage,  a  house  and  lands  near  the  Straits 
Mountain,  valuing  them  to  him  at  £150.  To  John  he  gave, 
in  1736,  under  similar  circumstances,  sixty  acres  of  land  with 
a  house,  estimating  them    at  £120  portion." 

Joseph  Lewis  was  one  of  the  respected  and  substantial  men 
of  the  town.  He  was  a  cloth  weaver  by  trade,  and  one  of  a 
committee  to  settle  the  bounds  of  Woodbury,  as  early  as  1706. 
He  was  appointed  to  a  similar  duty  in  1710.  and  again  in  1730. 
He  was  town  treasurer  in  1711,  and  many  years  selectman. 
He  was  the  town's  deputy  at  the  General  Court  for  fifteen 
sessions  between  1713  and  17-11.  In  1721,  he  was  called  sar- 
geant,  and  early  in  173S,  was  chosen  the  ibnrth  deacon  of  tlie 
church,  I)ea.  Judd  being  now  advanced  in  life.  In  his  will 
he  gave  to  the  church  (in  his  own  language)  "  twenty  six 
}>ound.v  money  due  to  me  by  Mr.  Mark  Leavenworth  by  U'jte 
of  han(..,  which  I  2"ive  to  v^  first  church  of  Christ  in  Water- 
bury  (now  under  the  pastoral  charge  of  y'-  sd  Mr.  Ler.ven- 
worthj  to  be  to  y^  use  and  benefit  of  sd  church  for  ever.'-  His 
estate  was  larger  nominally  than  that  of  any  deceased  person 
of  Waterbury  which  had  previously  been  inventoried.  It 
amounted  to  £5,628, 12s.  6d.,  when  wheat  sokl  at  35  shillings 
or  so  per  bu.-hel. 

Joseph  Lewis  died  in  the  fatal  year  of  1719,  (Xov.  20.) 
His  son  Joseph,  and  his  eldest  son  Jolm's  wife,  died  but  a  few 
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weeks  before  liim.  His  widow  Sarah  (Anuruss)  died  Marcli 
5,  1773.  Hirv  son  Samuel  was  a  deacon  of  the  TVatej-hnrv 
church,  and  afterwards  the  first  deacon  of  the  church  in  Salijui. 
(Kaugatuck.)  Another  son,  Thomas,  appears  to  have  li'radu- 
ated  at  Yale  College  in  1741,  being  a  classmate  of  Samuel 
Hopkins,  Jonathan  Judd  and  Daniel  Soutlimayd,  all  from 
Waterburv,  the  four  making  a  fifth  part  of  the  graduating  class. 
He  became  a  congrcirational  minister. 


CIIAPTEE  XIL 

PERSONAL  NOTICES  OF  THE  FIRST  SETTLERS,  CONTINUED.  |i 
NEWELL.  i 

Thomas  Xewell,  (Sen.,)  was  one  of  the  original  settler.-  >>i'  \ 
Farmington,  a  member  of  the  church,  a  freeman  in  ICOl',  j| 
and  one  of  the  eighty-four  proprietors  of  1672.  He  marries [  .1 
Kebecca,  a  niece  of  John  Olmsted,  and  died  Sept.  13,  I^ISI'.  ! 
leaving  aii  estate  ot  £700.    His  widow  died  Feb.  21:,  1607-S. 

Children : 

1.  Eebecca;  b.  Jan.  1G13,  and  m.  Joseph  *^i^Jt^si ah  Wood-  t 
ford.    2.  Marv;  b.  Marcli,  1615,  and  m.  ]\larch  20,  l«*>h7,  ^ 
Thomas  Bascomb  of  Xorthampton.    3.  John ;  b.  Jan    1647.  |;i 
Ir.  Thomas;  b.  ]\Iarch,  1650.    5.  Hester:  b.  July,     »52,  m. 
John  Stanley  of  Waterbury.    6.  Sarali ;  bap.  Feb.  IS,  16.'^5, 
and  m.     Arter  "  Smith.    7.  Hannah,  or  Martha  ;  bap.  A]»rii 
14,1658,  and  m.  Thomas  Xorth.    8.  Samuel;  bap.  JJec.  5, 
1660;  m.  Dec.  20,  1683,  Mary  Hart.    9.  Joseph;  bap.  A])rii 
20,  1664,  and  d.  1689,  unnnirried. 

Thomas  Xewell,  Sen.,  was  one  of  a  preliminary  coinmitrei- 
who  went  to  view  Mattatuck,  and  one  of  tlie  petitioJier-  for 
'•liberty  of  planting  y«  same,*'  1673.    He  afterwards  sig'^  'd 
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the  article?,  taking  the  place  of  Samuel  GriJley,  but  (.lecliued 
to  join  tlie  new  settlement. 

JOIIX  NEWELL. 

He  (or  Lis  father  for  him)  seems  to  have  been  one  of  the 
original  subscribers  of  1674,  the  name  being  written  Thomas 
Xewell,  son,  £100."  lie  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers,  be- 
ing on  all  the  fence-division  lists.  He  had  a  house  and  liouse 
lot  on  Xorth  Main  street,  next  to  Isaac  Eronson,  reccirded, 
July  11,  1G02,  as  five  acres  of  land,  north  on  John  Stardey 
and  Benjamin  Barnes,  east  on  common  land,  south  on  Isaac 
Bronson,  west  on  higliwiiy.  Xewell's  hill,  a  part  of  his  home- 
stead, was  named  after  him.  If  he  did  anything  wortliy  to 
be  remembered,  history  has  taken  no  note  of  it.  As  early  as 
Aug.,  IGOl,  lie  had  removed  to  Farmington.  He  had  con- 
veyed, in  the  preceding  March,  his  house  and  homestead,  (tlien 
bounded  north  on  Richard  Porter  and  Benjamin  Barnes, Ho 
Isaac  Bronson.  He  died  in  1006,  without  a  family,  his  broth- 
ers, Thomas  and  Samuel,  being  administrators. 

THOMAS  NEWELL,  (Jr.) 

He  seems  to  have  taken  the  right  of  £90  which  his  father 
subscribed  for,  and  which  v:as  at  lirst  Tliomas  Gridley's.  He 
did  not,  apparently,  go  to  ^Vaterbury  as  early  as  his  brother. 
His  name  is  not  mentioned  in  the  lirst  fence-division,  but  it  is 
in  tiie  tliree  others.  He  was  among  those  whose  rights  were 
declared  furfeited  in  16S2-3,  but  he  "  submitted  and  regain- 
ed his  propriety.  His  house  was  on  tlie  north  side  of  West 
Main  street,  next  east  of  Thomas  Hancox.  After  Hancox  left, 
he  ])ought  his  lot  (with  the  house)  of  Lieut.  Judd,  aiid  adde<l 
it  to  his  own  lot  of  one  and  three  quarter  acres,  making  in  the 
whole  three  and  a  half  acres.  This  is  described  Jan.  6,  IGOO, 
(1690-91,)  as  bounded  east  on  John  Bronson  and  west  on  Jolm 
Warner,  {Thorutis  PorUi\  son  of  Bobert,  is  written  over  Julm 
Warner.) 

Thomas  Xewell  subscril>ed  to  Mr.  Peck's  settlement  in  16S0. 
Soon  after,  he  followed  the  bad  example  set  by  Joseph  Ilickox, 
Tliomas  Hancux  and  Benjamin  Jones,  and  left  the  town.  He 
was  in  Farmington  Xov.  6,  1C9<),  where  I  hope  he  nuide  him- 
self useful.    He  sold  his  homestead,  March  ^d,  1692-3,  to 
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Tlioinas  Ricliason  for  £00.  Afterwards,  Isaac  Eronson  "bou-^-lit 
liis  rio'lit  ill  the  undivided  lands. 

He  married  Xov.  5,  1670,  Elizabetli  Wrotliern,  and  died 
Oct.  25,  1723.  His  widow  died  Jan.  S,  1730-lU.  Tlie  birtlis 
of  the  chiklren,  except  Susanna,  are  recorded  in  Farniingtuii. 

Children  : 

1.  Thomas  ;  b.  Oct.  1,  IGSl.    He  had  no  family. 

2.  Simon;  b.  April  1,  and  baptized  June  1,  1GS3  ;  m.  Mehitabk'  Bird  awl 
Mary  Wallis. 

3.  Susanna  ;  bap.  April  24.  16ST,  and  d.  Sept.  24-,  1704. 

4.  Joseph  ;  b.  Xov.  1,  IGSO.    He  lived  in  Southington. 

5.  Elizabeth  ;  b.  Xov.  29,  1G03.    She  m.  Jonathan  Lewis. 

6.  Sarah  ;  b.  Jan.  1,  160S. 

7.  Esther;  b.  Sept.  12,  1705.  '  " 

Rev.  JEREMIAH  PECK. 

He  was  a  son  of  Dea.  William  Peck,  one  of  the  conij^rny 
tliat  made  the  first  settlement  in  Xew  Haven,  in  l*'>oS,  aii<l 
one  of  those  Avho  signed  tlie  fundamental  articles  in  I'v''.*. 
Dea.  Peck  was  chosen  deacon  in  1650,  and  was  one  of  the  trus- 
tees of  the  Grammar  School  for  many  years,  and  died,  leiiving 
a  snudi  property,  in  Lyme,  Oct.  4,  1601,  aged  03.  In  his 
will,  dated  March  0,  16SS-0,  he  names  as  his,  the  fullnwing 
chiklren : 

1.  Jeremiali.  He  was  Lorn  in  London  or  its  neighhorh<;Hjd. 
2.  Joseph.  He  was  baptized  in  Xew  Haven,  Jan.  17,  1611 : 
settled  in  Sayhrook  and  afterwards  in  Lyme.  3.  Jolm.  lie 
ni.  Xov.  3,  1664,  Mary  Moss,  and  had  four  children,  horn  in 
Xew  Haven.  He  removed  to  AVallino-ford.  4.  Elizabeth.  She 
m.  Sanniel  Andrews,  and  appears  to  have  had  five  cliiWrcn 
iM.rn  in  Xew  Haven. 

Of  the  Pev.  Jeremiali  Peck,  the  first  minister  of  Water- 
bury,  I  shall  give  a  more  detailed  account  hereafter.  His 
hou>*-  and  house  lot.  given  him  by  the  town,  were  on  the  north- 
east ciUTier  of  West  Main  street,  the  lot  being  bounded,  Feb., 
1603-1,  easterly  on  David  and  Pobert  Scott,  east  on  Edmund 
Scott,  north,  south  and  west  on  highways. 

^Ir.  Peck's  will,  (which  is  a  gift-deed,)  bearing  date  *'  Jan. 
11,  1606,"  is  a  document  of  some  interest.  It  is  recorded  in 
the  first  volume  of  the  Waterbury  Land  Eecords,  page  6.  It 
enumerates  the  books  which  seem  to  have  constituted  his 
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library.  Tiiej  are  sixteen  in  number,  all  of  them  of  a  relig- 
ious cliaracter.  His  house  and  liouse  lot  he  gave  to  liis 
son  Jeremiali.  His  other  lands,  divided  and  undivided,  in 
Waterburv,  and  liis  husbandry  implements,  he  gave  to  Jer- 
emiali and  Jo^shua,  they  to  provide  for  him  and  his  wife,  in 
sickness  and  health,  both  cloaths,  food  and  hsick,"  duriiig 
life. 

The  widow  of  Mr,  Peck  lived  several  years  after  his  decease. 
I  find  her  will  recorded  in  the  first  volume  of  Land  Records, 
bearing  date  Oct.  7th,  ITOG.    It  reads  thus  : 

I  Joanna  Pock  y«  rciict  of  ilr.  Jeremuih  Pock  give  [«^'c.]  to  my  daiujrhter  anna 
y«  bige^t  puter  platter  a  winseort  cul.>ard  and  here  chow-;  of  too  more  platters  [k] 

great  table  ;  and  to  annas  daughter  y«  draw  box  and  a  too  yer  old  hofcr — i 
giue  to  jeremiahs  daughter  y«  brass  pan  only  they  are  not  now  to  com  to  y^  pos- 
osion  of  it  till  after  my  death  [kc] 

The  remainder  of  her  estate  she  gave  to  Jeremiali  and 
Joshua.    She  was  still  living  in  Yv^aterbury,  Jan.  23,  1711. 
Children  : 

1.  Samuel;  b.  Jan.  IS,  1G58-9,  at  Guilford  and  settleil  in  Oreenwieh.  lie  was 
a  justice  of  the  peace  and  a  prominent  man  of  that  town,  and  d.  April  28,  1746. 
He  is  said  to  have  bad  twelve  children. 

2.  Ruth  ;  b.  in  Xew  Haven,  April  3,  1061  ;  m.  Jomithan  Atwater,  of  Xew  Ha- 
ven, "  merchant  tailor,"  June  1,  1681,  and  had  ten  children. 

3.  Caleb.  He  proposed  to  settle  in  Waterbury  with  his  father,  and  had  a  grant 
of  a  house  lot  and  other  lands,  provided  he  did  -o  ;  but  he  finally  concluded  to 
remain  in  Greenwich. 

1.  Anna;  m.  lOOo,  Thomas  Stanley,  son  of  Capt.  Jf.lm  of  Farmington. 

.■>.  Jeremiah.  He  was  a  freeholder  in  Greenwich  in  May,  16S9,  and  came  to 
Waterbury  with  his  father.  He  had  a  house  lot  on  Vv'iilow  street,  next  to  Benja- 
min Jones'  home  lot,  and  other  lands,  granted  him  on  the  usual  conditions.  Half 
of  the  school  lot  or  propriety,  it  appears,  was  also  given  to  him.  In  Aug.  1700,  he 
purchased  for  £2(.»  Israel  Richasou's  house  and  home  lot,  on  the  corner  of  E.tst 
ifain  and  Cherry  streets,  but  whether  he  ever  lived  in  the  house,  I  know  not.  He 
removed  into  the  north  part  of  the  u^wn  a  littSe  before  the  Xorthbury  society  v.as 
organized. 

Jeremiah  Peck  was  collector  of  town  rates  in  1703  ;  constable  in  1713.  1717 
and  1723,  and  a  deputy  to  the  General  Court  in  iluy,  1720  and  1721,  He  wns 
one  of  the  two  fir.st  deacons  of  the  Xorth!.)ury  churcli,  appointed  1730.  His  vOie 
Avas  Rachel,  the  d.  of  Obadiah  Richards,  to  whom  he  was  ni.  June  l-i,  17<'*4.  lie 
(L  17o2,  having  hud  nine  ch.ildren. — Johanna,  Jeremiah,  rlachel,  Anna,  Ma:-}-, 
Plicbe,  Ruth,  Esther,  Martha.  All  except  E-iher  sui  vived  their  fafher.  The 
mother  had  previously  died.    Dea.  Peck's  inventory  amouiited  to  £3;"'02,  12s.  I'd. 

6.  Joshua.    He  was  the  youngest  son.    Nothing  was  said  about  him  at  the 
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time  hi<  father  settled  in  Waterbury,  when  his  brothers  wore  providcdfVn  :  l^r 
the  reason,  it  is  presumed,  that  he  was  tliena  minor.  "March  28,  1604-5,"  [a  id:.-- 
take  probably  for  1*395, j  he,  for  the  first  time,  had  a  grant  from  the  propris-tors  (j( 
four  acres,  for  "  a  home  lot  M  here  he  can  find  it  between  this  and  the  la.-t  of  Aia  ii 
next,  he  to  build,"  «i:c. 

Joshua  Peck  is  rarely  named  and  does  not  seem  to  have  been  of  "  nnu  ii  .u  - 
count,"  as  the  world  goes.  He  may  have  been  sickly  or  weakly.  lie  coiiv-  >•  -1  to 
liis  brother  Jeremiah,  March  6,  1728-0,  all  his  right,  title,  interest  oi-  <K  i:  ,!:d  > 
in  lands  or  propriety  in  Waterbury  whether  divided  or  undivided,"'  in  con-Mcra- 
tion  of  which,  he,  the  said  Jeremiah,  or  his  heiis,  ^\  as,  in  the  woids  of  th"  ;>-c- 
ord,  "to  take  care  of  nie  and  find  and  provide  forme  good  and  sufHcicnl  pifat. 
drink,  apparel,  washing  and  lodging,  and  take  care  of  me  both  in  sickne>s  ;i!iu  in 
health,  so  long  as  1  live  with  him.''    He  died  Feb.  14.  1735-6,  unmarried. 

PORTER. 

Daniel  Porter,  1st,  wus  early  in  tlte  Colony.  In  M;ircli, 
161:l:-5,  he  was  lined,  by  the  "  F^'ticnler  Court,"  forty  sliiliir.,:^^- 
for  an  ofiense  against  the  rights  of  property,  tie  was  hceii-'-Ml 
to  practice  physic  and  chirurgery,  in  165d.  hy  the  Geii' rai 
Court.  In  16G1-2,  it  was  ordered  that  his  yearly  sahiry  ^h-:i:rd 
be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury,  while  his  foe-rul^lL'  v,-;:- 
tablished  by  law.  Though  not  an  original  pr(>prict<;>r.  t- 
tled  early  in  Farniington,  and  was  required  to  attend  up«  ':i 
sick  in  Hartford,  Windsor.  Aretlier-held,  and  occa^iunally  in 
Middletown.  In  1G6S,  he  wa^  freed  from  watching,  warcivin^ 
and  tryneinge,"  and  in  tlienext  year  had  a  special  grant  tv^nw 
the  Court  for  his  services.*  He  was  more  particularly  ccleliratc  I 
as  a  "  bonesetter,"  and  in  IGTl  his  salary  was  increased  tbus : 

For  the  incouragement  of  Daniel  Foi  ter  in  atcndiag  the  seruice  of  the  <;<c,ni:ry 
in  setting  bones,  kc  the  Court  doe  hereby  augment  his  sallery  from  six  ])o;i'.Hi.-.  x 
yeare  to  twelue  pounds  p''  annum,  and  doe  aduise  him  to  instruct  some  mee'  -"U 
in  his  arte. 

Daniel  Porter's  name  is  not  on  the  list  of  the  freenicu  <"'t 
Farniington  in  1669,  but  is  found  among  the  pro}U'iet>>[-- 
1672.  He  died  in  1690.  His  wife's  name  Avas  Mary.  Tliv  ir 
children  were  :  1,  I^aniel;  I).  Feb.  2,  1652-3.  2.  Mary  ;  b. 
Feb.  5,  165-1-5,  and  m.  Eleazer  Ivnowles  of  Woodbury.  -3. 
ISTehemiah  ;  b,  Oct.  24,  1656  ;  m.  Hannah  Lum  of  ^Vo<nU^:iy}\ 


*  This  wa-?  a  jjrant  of  IW)  aor<;j  t,-Ii;cIi  the  .'ranree  took  up  aear  the  northwest  corner  u'.  '<'-^ 
lingford.   It,  however,  proved  .lot  to  be  colony  land,  as  supposed,  and  the  A;;seiiibly  jr  i:;'.  -!. 
1723,  on  petition,  to  the  grandsons  of  Daiiiel  Porter, (Daniel  Porter,  son  of  Daniei  of  W  •'•'<!■>■» 
and  H-zeki^ih  Porter  of  V.'oodbury,  son  of  Richard  of  New  H.'tven,)  WJ  acres  west  of  Jl-.  -  .-viiviU.-.' 
or  Stratford  Eiver.    [Towns  and  Lands.] 
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and  d.  1722.  4.  Eicliard  ;  b.  Marcli  24,  165S.  5.  Aiiiie  ;  b. 
1(360-61;  not  inamed.  6.  John;  b.  Xov.  14,  ir;62;  m.  Ee- 
becca  '^Voodfo^d  and  Martha  Xorth,  and  d.  1740.  7.  SaniiiL'l ; 
b.  Oct.  24,  1665  ;  m.  xVbigail  Ilnmphreys  of  Simsburv,  and  d. 
March  25,  1736.  He  ^vas  a  doctor,  and  sncceeded  to  his 
father's  bnsiness  in  Farniino-ton. 

DANIEL  PORTER,  (Jr.) 

He  signed  the  articles,  (or  his  father  did  for  him — Daniel 
Porter  for  son,")  in  1674.  He  had  an  old  town  plot  lot  and 
a  meadow  allotment  in  the  beginning  <_>f  the  settlement,  and  a 
proportion  of  fence  in  all  the  divisions.  His  name  is  never 
mentioned  on  the  earliest  records,  exce])t  as  grantee  or  propri- 
etor. Xo  reference  whatever  is  made  to  his  occnpation  till 
Feb.  22,  1696-7,  when  he  is  called,  in  a  deed,  bonesetter." 
After  this  he  is  termed,  in  the  record,  Doctor  Porter.  He 
may  not  have  taken  np  the  business  of  his  father  till  after  the 
death  of  the  latter.  His  knowledge  appears  to  have  been 
empyrical,  rather  than  scientific.  There  were  but  few  educa- 
ted surgeons  or  physicians  in  the  country,  at  that  day.  Cler- 
gymen not  infrecjuently  practiced  the  healing  art. 

Dr.  Porter  had  but  little  to  do  with  the  town  business.  He 
was  town  surveyor,  however,  in  161)9  and  1719,  and  scliool 
committee  in  1706.  He  had  a  house  lot  on  the  main  street 
near  the  center  of  the  village,  where  the  Scovill  House  now 
stands,  extending  through  to  Grand  street,  containing  about 
two  acres.  Adjoining  lots  are  bounded  on  it,  in  16S7,  but  it 
is  not  then  called  a  '*  house  lot,"  ac^rding  to  the  custom.  It 
does  not  seem  to  have  been  rec<:>rded  at  all.  Jan,  (\  16? 6,  the 
town  o-ranted  him  a  piece  of  land,  Occ,  provided  he  build  a 
tenantable  hous  witliin  tln-e  yeirs."  This  language  by  no 
means  proves  that  he  had  not  already  built  a  house,  (or  bought 
one,)  as  the  articles  required  ;  nor  indeed  is  it  evidence  that  lie 
did  not  own  one  at  the  time.  Soon  after  he  had  taken  a  wife, 
his  lot  is  called  a  house  lot.  It  was  bounded,  in  16S7,  north 
and  south  on  highway,  west  on  Timothy  Standiey's  house  lot, 
east  on  xVbraham  Andruss,  Jr*s  house  lot.  In  March,  17')7-S, 
he  enlarged  it  by  purchasing  of  xVbraham  Andruss,  son  of 
Abraham,  deed.,  the  place  next  his  on  the  east,  the  considera- 


■1 


HISTORY  OF  WATERBURY. 


173 


tion  being  £20  cash.  After  Porters  deatli,  his  son  Th^inas 
bought  of  the  other  heirs  the  whole  property,  four  aixl  a  half 
acres,  "  excepting  twenty  foot  sqnare  on  the  east  side,  j'  -inii'.g 
the  highway,  to  buih:l  a  small  house  upon,''  which  his  br^jtlKr 
James  reserved  f>r  Iiiniself. 

Daniel  Porter's  death  took  place  Jan.  IS,  1720-7.  Hi- 
whole  estate  was  appraised  at  about  £1,265 ;  his  hou.-v-  a:;'.i 
home  lot  at  £190  ;  his  propriety  right  at  £15;  live  cows  ar  L'J". 
His  medical  library  consisted  of  a  bone  set  book,  2s.''  -M'lch 
of  his  property  he  had  given  away  to  his  children  darii;i:'  hi^ 
life-time.    He  left  a  widow,  Deborah.    She  d.  May  11,  i7'»5. 

Children  : 

1.  Daniel;  b.  Mareli  5,  1609;  mar.  Hannah,  d.  of  .John  Hopkins,  and  d.  Xov. 
1-1,  1772.  He  was  a  bachelor  proprietor  and  bone-setter,"  and  sueceeiie^i  tu  hi- 
father's  business  and  skill.  July  5,  1725,  his  father  conveyed  to  Idui,  Li.-  ridt 
son,  '-that  he  may  have  conveniency  of  building  and  a  house  lot  iu  tip-  ti^wn, 
seven  and  a  half  acres  at  the  east  end  of  the  tovrn,  north  and  east  on  hii.di\vav, 
south  on  Mill  River,  west  on  bounds  made  by  John  Scovil!,  ?^en.,  a;;'!  r.ir.. 
Ephraim  Warner,"  in  1770.  This  is  the  lot  which  lies  between  East  M.iii!  -t!<  -  £. 
Mill  street,  and  the  Mad  ilivcr,  on  the  northwest  corner  of  wliich  I'orTrr  "'-.iU  a 
house  and  lived. 

2.  James;  b.  April  20,  1700.  He  too  was  a  doctor,  settled  at  Hop  S\s.i:np,  aii  1 
d.  March  20,  1785. 

3.  Thomas;  b.  April  1,  1702.  He  lived  on  the  east  side  of  Bank  .-trc-?.  n*'ar 
the  Baptist  church,  and  late,  in  life  removed  to  Salem.  He  died  in  -Kin.  l  ",  .  '- 
He  was  frequently  selectman,  and  became  a  captain. 

4.  Deborah;  b.  March  6,  1703-4;  m.  James  Baldwin. 

.5.  Ebenezcr;  b.  Dec.  24,  170S  ;  m.  Mary,  d.  of  .Tolin  Hull  of  Xcw  liavt  n. 
6.  Ann;  b.  April  28,  1712;  m.  Thomas  Judd  and  James  Nichols. 

RICHARD  PORTER. 

He  was  not  a  proprietor  of  AYaterbury  sufficiently  ciirly  t'* 
have  one  of  the  old  town  plot  lots,  or  an  allotment  nf  eit  h-r  ol 
the  four  first  divisions  of  fence.  He  was  accepted  bv  tise 
grand  committee,  probaldy  in  16S1.  having  one  <'f  ti!'' 
smallest  rights,  (£50.)  I  do  not  find  Ids  name  mentioiuMl  liil 
16S0.  In  May,  IfJSS,  he  had  libei-ty  to  record  his  land.-,  hav- 
ing then,  I  suppose,  complied  with  the  conditioiis  "f  a  miI- 
scriber  and  proprietor.  He  had  two  acres  ''for  a  li<>u-e  ]<»t, 
wirliin  tlie  south  meadow  gate  on  the  corner  near  the  ]  rv-fnt 
corner  of  Bank  and  Mead<:)W  street,  bounded,  Dec.  1<'!*L  wt-r, 
south  and  east  on  highway,  north  on  Jonathan  Scurt.  Aiiei-- 
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wards,  ]\Iai"cli  18,  lGOl-5,  he  bonglit  of  the  widow  of  Abraliain 
Andriiss,  Jr.,  for  £26,  a  house  and  lot  of  three  acres  next  ad- 
joining him  on  tlie  north,  ''lying  at       south  east  corner  of 

town,''  east  and  west  on  highway,  north  on  Stephen  Upson 
and  south  on  said  Porter. 

Richard  Porter  seems  to  have  been  a  quiet  man,  having  but 
little  to  do  with  public  business.  lie  vras,  however,  surveyor 
in  1703  and  170i,  town  collector  in  1706,  scliool  comuiittee 
in  1709  and  selectman  in  1713.  In  171-,  he  was  chosen  ''to 
dig  the  graves;''  and  a  hard  time  lie  must  have  liad,  for  the 
great  sickness  was  in  the  town.  Afterwards,  he  removed  from 
tlie  i>lace,  for  what  reason,  it  does  not  appear.  He  staid,  hiow- 
ever,  tlirough  the  dark  days  of  the  settlement.  After  Dec. 
1716,  when  he  was  chosen  hay  ward,  his  name  does  not  appear  in 
the  'Waterbury  lecr.rds  as  an  inliabitant.  In  ]lSov.  171S,  he 
vras  in  Xew  Haven  in  ti.e  part  called  IVest  Haven.  He  d.  in 
1739-10.  His  will,  dated  Xov.  13,  173S,  was  approved  Feb. 
1739-10,  his  son  llezekiah  being  executor.  In  it  he  speaks  ot 
liimself  as  "'being  weak  of  body  by  reason  of  age,"  alhules 
to  his  wife,  to  whom  he  gives  his  house,  liomestead  and  mova- 
bles, and  to  the  lunrs  of  Daniel  of  Simsbnry  and  Samuel  of 
^^aterbury,  who  ha'l  received  their  portions.  His  land  and 
rights  of  land  inWaterbury  were  to  be  divided  cpially  among 
his  other  children,  except  John  was  to  have  a  double  part  he 
not  being  able  t':>  shift  for  himself  so  well  as  tlie  others.'' 
Estate  in  Xew  Haven  £151;  in  Waterbury  £199.  Debts 
£28,  ISs. 

Pichard  Porter  is  called  Doctor  Porter  on  the  probate 
record  of  Xew  Haven.  Init  never  in  Waterl^ury.  Probably 
lie  took  up  the  business  of  ''  doctoring  "  after  his  removal.  His 
first  wife,  named  Euth,  d.  in  Waterbury,  Jan.  9,  1709-10. 

Children  : 

1.  Daniel;  b.  before  bis  father  canie  to  Waterbury.  He  was  admitn-d  a 
bachelor  proprietor  Jan.  5,  ITuT-S,  and  remained  in  Waterbury  several  years 
afterwards;  but  he  finally  removed  without  having  complied  with  the  conditions 
of  the  grant  and  settled  in  Sinisbury,  where  he  had  a  fanuly.  (A  son,  Jo-hua, 
settled  in  Waterbury.)    He  was  a  doctor  and  d.  before  his  father. 

2.  Joshua;  b.  Aug.  7,  1GS8,  in  Waterbury.  and  d.  Sov.  19,  17i)9. 

3.  Mary  ;  b.  Jan.  14-,  1690-91,  and  was  living  as  Mary  Northrop,  at  the  time  of 
her  father's  death. 
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4.  Ruth  ;  b.  Oct.  1G92,  and  was  living  as  Ruth  Cosset  at  her  father's  deeease. 

5.  Samuel;  b.  March  30,  1695;  m.  Mary,  d.  of  John  Bionson,  May  9,  1722. 
He  was  a  bachelor  proprietor,  admitted  in  1715.  In  Dec.  1722,  his  father  deeded 
to  him  a  part  of  his  house  lot  in  "Waterbury,  three  acres,  being  the  southeast  part 
of  the  old  homestead,  southward  and  eastward  on  highway,  northward  on  parson- 
age land,  westward  on  the  grantor's  land.    He  d.  1727-S. 

6.  Hezekiah;  b.  Jan.  29,  1696-7,  and  d.  Aug.  1702. 

T.  John;  b.  June  11,  17''0;  was  living  with  Dea.  Clark  in  1750. 

8.  Timothy;  b.  Dec.  21,  1701  ;  m.  Mary,  d.  of  Jonathan  Baldwin,  of  Water- 
bury,  Dec.  IS,  1735,  and  Hannah  "Winter,  Aug.  27,  1767.  He  had  a  house  in  the 
southwest  quarter  in  1754.    In  1732,  he  lived  in  Stratford. 

9.  Hezekiah  ;  b.  July  27,  1704.  He  was  living  in  Woodbury  in  172S,  and  in 
Waterbury  when  his  father  died. 

10.  Joshua;  b.  Xov.  5,  1718,  his  birth  being  recorded  in  Xew  Haven. 

11.  Richard;  b.  Aug.  22,  1722. 

12.  Lydia;  was  hving  as  Lydia  Pardee  of  Xew  Ilavcn,  at  her  father's  decease. 

ROBERT  PORTER. 

He  was  a  first  settler  but  not  an  original  proprietor  of  Far- 
mingtr)n.  It  is  not  known  what  relation,  if  any,  lie  was  to 
Daniel  and  Thomas  Porter,  also  of  F.  He  joined  the  church 
Oct.  13,  1652,  was  one  of  the  freemen  of  1609,  and  of  the 
eighty-four  proprietors  of  1672.  He  first  subscrihed  the 
articles  for  the  settlement  of  Mattatuck,  as  late  as  May  26, 
1684.  Ilis  name  is  on  tlie  list  of  proprietors  of  16SS,  and  it 
stands  first  among  tlie  subscribers  to  Mr.  Peck's  settlement. 
He  had  a  house  and  house  lot  on  the  north  si<le  of  AVest  ^Main 
street,  one  acre  and  a  half,  bounded,  Fe1).  16S7-S,  "northerly 
and  southerly  on  high-way,  easterly  on  Thomas  Hancr>x  his 
land  belono-ino:  to  Ensiirn  Judd,  west  on  Jolm  AVarner  Ijis 
land.''  This  property  his  son  Thomas  sold,  Jan.  1692-3,  to 
Abraham  Andruss,  Jr. 

Pol)crt  Porter  m.  161:1:,  Mary,  d.  of  Thomas  Scott  of  Hartford. 

Children  : 

1,  Mary;  b.  Feb.  24,  1646,  and  m.  Benjamin  Andruss, 

2.  John;  b.  Xov.  12,  1648,  and  d.  before  16S6. 

3,  Thomas;  b.  Oct.  29,  1650;  m.  May,  1678,  Abagail  Cowles,  and  d.  1710.  Ik- 
was  executor  of  his  father's  will,  and  the  only  surviving  son  and  principal  heir. 
He  was  a  tailor  by  trade,  lived  in  Farmington,  and  d.  in  1719. 

4.  Robert;  b.  X'ov.  12,  1652,  and  d.  1689. 

6.  Elizabeth;  b.  Jan.  11,  1653—4,  and  m.  Thomas  Andrews  of  .Milford. 
6.  Joanna;  baptized  Jan.  6,  1655-6. 

1.  Sarah;  b.  Dec  20,  1657,  and  m.  Abraham  Andruss  (cooper)  of  Waterbury, 
and  James  Benedict  of  Danbury. 
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8.  Benjamin:  b.  March  18,  It350-G('»,  and  d.  l')SO,  leaving  his  widow  ruTgnarit. 
She  m.  June,  liVSO,  Edmund  Scott,  Jr.* 

9.  Hannah,  or  Anne';  b.  April,  ItWM,  and  m.  Jolin  Browne. 

10.  Hepzibah ;  b.  March  4,  lotjti. 

Robert  P<,»rter  married  (after  1CT5)  for  liis  secorid  wife, 
Haiiiiali,  tlie  widow  of  Stephen  Freeman  of  Newark.  (East 
Jersey,")  and  tlie  motlier  of  tlie  wife  of  Thomas  Judd,  bndtb. 
He  died  in  J  6S9.  The  inventory  of  his  estate  was  takeri  iSept. 
18,  1689,+  and  amoimted  to  £179.  14s.  in  Waterbnry,  and 
£79,  6s.  in  Farmii^a'ton.  Tlie  chiblren  named  are  Thomas, 
Mary,  Elizabeth,  Sai-ah,  Hannah. 

OBADIAII  RICHARDS. 

Thomas  Richards,  the  father  of  0])adia]i  of  Waterbnry.  -.Yas 
early  in  Hartfn-d.  He  was  one  of  those  who,  in  1639.  had  the 
privilege  of  getting  wood  and  keeping  cows  on  the  common. 
He  soon  died,  hovrever,  and  his  lands  went  into  the  x>ossession 
of  his  widow,  who  Invraght  up  tlie  chiblren.  At  her  death,  in 
1G71,  the  estate  went  to  the  children, — John,  (born  in  1631, 
and  married  Lydla  Stocking,)  Mary  Peck,  (of  Milford.)  Thom- 
as, (married  Mary,  daughter  of  Dea,  Parsons  of  Spi'ingtield, 
1691,)  and  Obadiali..    A  s^ni,  Saniut'u  died  before  his  motlier. 

Obadiah  Richards  v\'as  an  early  but  iiot  a  first  settler  of 
Farmingron.  He  was  ''presented  for  freema]}"  t<>  the  Court, 
May,  1669  ;  was  one  of  the  proprietors  of  1672  ;  took  an  ear- 
ly interest  in  the  Mattatuck  enterprise:  was  one  of  the  origi- 
nal thirty,  6zc.  There  is  evidence  tliat  he  joiner]  the  r-ettle- 
ment  early,  in  the  fact  thai  lie  had  an  old  t':Avii  pL.jt  lot  and  a 


*  A  pap.;r  whith  EiinianScote  cp.sed  to  be  entred  [on  record] — the  content.?  no^-fol!ov^ — 
I'  Kaow  all  tne;i '(^ 'uoni  itr  nay  concirne  that  I  Rib'jrt  Porter:  of  watttrbury  haue  forraerly 
jriuen  to  my  sona:  heRjaiciu:  rhre  parsells  of  land  foiow-in?  which  being  now  df'5t-ed 
[deceased]  ray  desire  is  that  if  itt  pleas  god  to  ciue  him  ,in  htire:  that  the  lands  herafter:  lanu- 
tioned:  rcay  fail  to  it  hut  as  i  de=ire  the  lord  may  requite  the  wife  of  my  sonn  de?.:s  d:  so 
these  are  to  declare  th^vfc  i  doo  sequester:  the  right  to  the:  use  of  the  lands  fcdiowing  to  the  wife 
of  my  son  aboue  said  desed  during  her  naturali  life-  vis  [viz  :]-~[here  are  enumerated  seven 
piece-;  of  land,  twenty  four  acres  in  all] — all  which  parsells  of  lana  as  they  ly  niy  dafter 
[daughter]  aboue  said  shall  and  may  quiatly  pesably  ocupy  poses  and  injoy  [<ic.,]  my  hand 
and  seale  this  10  f<.b  1CS9 

Robert  po'-ter 

t  There  are  discrepanci-'S  as  to  dates  which  I  am  unable  now  to  reconcile.  His  gift  deed  re- 
lating to  his  son  Benjaruin's  wi'low  bears  dace  Feb.  i9,  IGSC,  wMch,  in  new  style,  should  read 
Feb.  1?,  Ih9i);  and  yet.  the  said  widow  Is  stated  on  the  record  to  have  married  Edmund  Scott 
"sometime  in  June  10:9." 
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proportion  of  fence  in  all  the  divisions.  But  lie  liacl  a  tardy, 
slip-sliod  way  of  d«;>ing  things  ;  and  when  tlie  crisis  came,  it 
was  fonnd  that  he  had  not  rendered  a  full  conijdiance  ^yith  the 
conditions  of  the  articles,  and  his  allotments  were  condemned 
in  16S2-3.  He  inended  his  ways,  however,  and  his  rights 
were  restored.  As  a  grantee,  I  do  not  find  his  name  earlier 
than  1GS5. 

Obadiah  Kichards  appears  to  have  been  one  of  the  rank  and 
file  of  the  vonng  town — an  excellent  man,  it  is  safe  to  sav. 
He  had  a  house  and  home  lot  on  rlie  north  side  of  West  Main 
street,  next  west  of  Philip  Judd's.  The  lot  ("  his  by  purchase 
as  a  planter  contained  three  acres,  and  was  the  first  (going 
from  east  to  west)  which  ran  through  to  the  back  street.  It 
was  bounded,  Jan.  1T03-4,  west  on  Thomas  Judd's  house  lot, 
east  on  a  house  lot  belonging  to  the  heirs  of  Philip  Judd, 
decea:^ed. 

Both  Picliards  an<l  his  wife  Hannah  were  mendjers  of  Mr. 
Ilr.oker's  church  of  Farmington.  After  lingering  for  some 
time  in  poor  health,  he  died  Xov.  11,  1  T02.  His  inventory 
amounted  to  £13S.  (His  vridow  died  about  May,  1T25.)  A. 
year  before  his  decease,  he  disposed  of  much  of  his  estate  hy 
the  following  Avriting,  which  is  recorded  in  Vol.  I,  Land 
Records,  p.  102  : 

This  wrigliting  made  y«  seuenroeuth  of  irmy  one  thou=an  ?ouon  h-iiiJred 
and  one  witnesseth  I  obadiah  Richards  icn""  [<i-c.]  for  good  and  lawful!  resins 
do  giue,  [i^e.]  unto  my  well  belouod  children  as  foUoweth  first  liauing  a  pece  of 
upland  situat.cd  in  s"^  waterbury  IvIp.g:  norwest  from  woster  swamp  by  estimation 
fifteen  aeers  butting  on  euery  sd  on  common  lands  and  I  being  by  sickness  layd 
by  not  able  to  lai'ourand  sd  lands  of  no  ')enetit  without  great  chorg  [charge]  i^e- 
stoed  on  it  and  for  ye  iacuragment  of  my  too  soons  John  and  01)e<r;uh  to  build  on 
and  breek  up  sd  lands  y'  I  and  my  wife  haue  som  Keleife  by  it  do  by  this  giue  y" 
one  half  of  sd  land,  to  my  soon  John  and  y«  other  half  to  obadiah  k  to  obadiah 
my  part  of  sd  buildings  y'  sd  .John  and  obadiah  haue  begun  on  these  eonditions  not 
to  com  to  full  po.-es-ion  of  it  till  after  my  death  and  after  y'  to  alow  my  wife 
four  bushllls  of  grain  by  y«  yeir  such  as  y«  land  produces  if  they  improue  it  and 
my  soons  John  and  obadiah  to  haue  sd  lands  and  buildings  after  my  deceas  as  their 
own  free  estate  [ic.]  2ly  to  my  soons  Thom^as  and  ben~in  Richards  my  three 
acer  lot  y^  lyes  northward  from  \«  town  within  y«  com~on  fenc  on  y*  same  con- 
dition- yt  jolui  and  obadiah  has  rlieirs  [kc]  furder  I  sd  obadiah  Richards  -eu^  to 
my  eldest  soon  John  my  a  lot  meijt  att  buck«  meadow  [kc]  for  euer  to  be  acount- 
to  him  and  his  acknowledgment  as  my  eldest  soon  and  after  in  other  distributions 
to  be  but  equali  with  ye  re&t  of  ray  cb.ildren — y«  obligation  of  John  and  obadiah 
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to  my  \Yiio  if  i  dy  before  l:cr  is  during  her  -widowhood  and  thoiii;-:rt  and  benjaruiu 
is  free  from  paying  any  obligation  to  niy  ^vife  for  y^  lot  i  hanv  here  giuen  \^''  as 
%vitness  my  hand  and  sealle 

Obadiah  Riehards  Ser/ 

Children  :  /  *  . 

1.  John  ;  b.  1667. 

2.  Mary  ;  b.  Jan.,  1009,  m.  George  Scott. 

3.  Hannah;  b.  Xov.  1071,  m.  John  Scovill,  (id.) 
-1.  Esther;  b.  June,  lOTo,  m.  Ephraini  Warner. 

5.  Elizabeth;  b.  July,  1675,  m.  John  Richards,  son  of  Thomas. 
0.  Sarah  ;  b.  April,  1677,  m.  David  Scott, 

7.  Obadiah  ;  b.  Oct.  1,  l(i79.  He  was  bap.  in  Farnungton,  March  M,  1679-8tX  at 
the  same  time  with  his  ^isters,  Mary,  Hannah,  Esther,  Elizabeth,  Sarah.  He  was  a 
£10  proprietor,  admitted,  Dec.  17<)»J  ;  one  of  tlie  coTnmittce  that  settled  the  bounds 
witli  Derby  in  April,  1703,  and  a  fence  viewer  the  same  year.  Soon  after,  when  iiis 
rights  had  been  made  sure,  and  thick  gloom  was  settling  over  the  planters  of  Wa- 
terbury,  he  made  his  escape,  and  was  next  heard  of  in  Lyme.  Tliere  he  died 
about  171)7.  In  172t»,  his  administrators,  Jabez  and  Sarah  Watrous,  sold  out  his 
lands,  rights,  ,S:c.,  in  Waterbury,  to  Joseph  Lathrop  of  Norwich  for  .£3i). 

8.  Rachel;  b.  May  6,  1683,  m.  Jeremiah  Peck,  (id.) 

9.  Thomas-;  b.  Aug.  9,  1085.  He  was  made  a  bachelor  proprietor  in  l7i>7-8  ; 
m.  Hannah,  d.  of  Stephen  Upson,  (1st,)  and  d.  in  1726.    Estate,  £288. 

10.  Benjamin;  b,  April  5,  1691.  He  was  accepted  as  a  bachelor  proprietor  as 
soon  as  he  was  of  age,  and  d.  June  2,  1714,  without  a  family.  His  brotlier  John 
was  administrator,  his  estate  going  to  his  brothers  and  sisters. 

JOHN  RICHARDS. 

He  was  the  eldest  son  of  Obadiah,  hiit  appears  nc.t  to 
have  been  an  original  proprietor.  In  lTuO-1,  Jan.  ]5,  lie 
piirchasL'd  (of  the  executor)  Robert  Porter's  £100  right,  and 
tiie  purchase  was  rec<)rded  in  a  formal  \v8.y.  And  yet,  lie  is 
always  named  *m  the  divisiondists  as  an  £80  })roprietor.  Pie 
is  iirst  spoken  of  *•  Jan.  21,  16S0,''  when  he  had  a  grant  of  iaiid 
of  four  acres,  on  the  usual  conditions  of  Inuldiug  and  ^*  cohal)- 
iting  fuur  years.''  In  December,  ICOO,  he  received  twelve 
acres,  *'  abouglit  three  rpiarters  of  a  mile  up  spruce  brook 
aboue  moun  taylor  on  y«  east  sd  y^  great  riuer  on  y^  saine 
conditions,''  ii:c.  In  1602,  Aug.  IT,  he  got  married,  and  soon 
after  had  a  house  on  the  west  side  of  the  ^'mill  path.''  May 
T,  1G9I,  the  town  granted  him  liberty  to  let  his  house  stand 
where  now  it  is  and  to  haue  the  land  and  to  run  to  the  rear  of 
John  Hopkins  home  lot  he  setting  the  fence  on  the  north  side 
the  path  that  novv  leads  to  the  corn  mill  and  to  relinquish  that 
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part  of  liis  lot  that  runs  the  iiortli  side  the  path.'''-"  Tlie 
lot  was  afterwards  ("Marches,  169-1-5")  granted  in  a  more 
formal  manner,  hutted  south  on  Stephen  Upson,  west  on  John 
Hopkins  and  a  great  lot  and  on  Tliomas  Warner,  and  north 
on  the  path  leading  to  the  corn  mill.  This  land,  called  three 
acres,  witli  the  house,  llichards  sold  in  March,  1608-9,  to 
Thomas  Warner,  taking  in  exchange  Warners  house  and  lot 
on  Bank  street,  near  the  present  Baptist  Church.  Here  he 
afterwards  resided  ;  hut  in  1727,  Sept.  he  sold  out  for  £100, 
conveying  the  property  (two  and  three  cpiarter  acres  of  land) 
to  Jonatlian  Prindle. 

John  Richards  seems  to  have  maintained  a  respectable  stand- 
ing. He  was  several  times  collector  of  minister's  rates,  scltool 
committee,  grand  juror,  dzc.  In  17<">0, 1701,  1712,  1713,  1720, 
he  was  selectman,  and  in  May,  1723,  a  deputy  to  tlie  General 
Court.  He  died  early  in  1735.— Estate  £1,605, 10s.  lOd.  His 
will  was  dated  June  7,  1733,  and  proved  April  22d,  1735. 
Several  children  are  named. 

His  wife  was  Mary,  a  daugliter  of  John  Welton,  to  whom 
he  was  married  Aug.  17,  1692. 

THOMAS  RICHASOX. 

He  was  an  early  hut  not  a  first  settler  of  Farmington,  and 
was  one  of  the  eighty-four  proprietors  of  1672.  In  1671,  ho 
subscribed  the  articles  tor  serrling  Mattatuck,  and  was  safn- 
ciently  early  in  his  movements,  as  a  planter,  to  secure  an 
old  town  plot  lot,  and  a  portion  of  fence  in  each  of  the  four 
divisions.  Though  a  very  good  man,  apparently,  (I  tind  him 
called  Goodmairf  Eicliason  at  an  early  date,)  he  had  not  a 
steady  way, or  was  slow  in  meeting  his  engagements,  and 
his  riglits  were  declared  f..>rfeited  in  16S2-3.  But  like  orliers 
in  a  >;lmilar  predicament,  he  bestired  himself  and  regained 
possession.  He  had  but  a  £50  right,  and  complained  to  the 
committee,  in  Feb.  lOSO-Sl,  that  he  was  in  want  ot'  land  to 


*  From  this  rote,  it  ^ouM  seeni  tliat  the  kir  at  the  tiru-;  t'l  >  home  wa?  erei-ted,  w.i'?  coiiinjori 
land,  and  that  after'.vards  a  roa  i  '.va-i  rua  t!;rou'-;;i  i:  t !  th'j  mill,  leaving  a  sraall  poriioa  on 
"the  north  [or  northeasterly]  iiiie." 

t  This  terra  vs-as  formerly  applied  to  p  jr^oos  of  ham'-ie  bat  respectable  mediocrity  a.-i  to 
character  and  position. 
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improve.  He  had  liberal  grants  at  various  times,  and  was  a 
subscriber  to  Mr.  Peck's  settlement. 

Thomas  Richason  owned  a  lot,  in  16ST,  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Green,  west  of  Mr.  Kendrick's ;  but  whether  he  had  a 
house  there  and  lived  in  it,  I  am  unable  to  say.  In  March, 
1792-3,  he  bouglit  of  Thomas  Xewel  for  £00  three  and  a  Jialf 
acres  on  West  Main  street,  near  where  Samuel  J.  Holmes  now 
lives,  where  lie  afterwards  appears  to  have  resided.  The  lot 
had  on  it  two  houses,  (one  of  which  had  been  Thomas  Han- 
cock's,) and  was  bounded  in  ITOS,  ''west  on  the  Porters, east 
on  John  Bronson,  north  and  south  on  highways. 

Thomas  Eichason  d.  Xov.  14-,  1712,  and  his  wife,  Mary,  one 
week  afterwards,  Xov.  21,  both  v  ictims  of  the  great  sickness. 
Th]-ee  of  their  sons,  John,  Israel  and.  Xathaniel,  also  d.  of  the 
pestilence  before  the  close  of  the  year. 

Children  : 

1.  M  iry  ;  b.  Dec.  25,  1667. 

2.  Sarah  ;  b.  March  25,  1669. 

3.  John:  b.  April  15,  1672,  d.  Oct.  17,  1712.  He  m.  Ruth,  a  .l.iughter 
of  John  Wheeler,  and  Elizabeth,  a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Arnold.  Senr.  He  was 
admitted  to  bachelor  privileges,  ^fay  15,  1699,  but  he  had  previously  had  liberal 
grants  of  land.  The  first  of  these  v\-as  March  28,  1694-5  —  "  four  acres  for  a  house 
lot  on  the  north  side  the  highway  that  leads  to  Farmingtou,  the  east  side  die  high- 
way that  ran^-es  by  Serg.  Stanley's  lot  into  the  woods  nortii,  he  fulfilling  the  tarnis 
ot  original  articles."  This  lot  was  on  the  east  corner  of  East  Main  and  Cherry 
strc'Cts,  and  on  it  Richarson,  himself  a  carpenter,  built  a  house.  It  was  recorded 
to  him  Jan.  17'  i3— 4,  and  was  described  as  lying  northeast  from  the  town,  south 
an-i  west  on  highway,  and  north  and  east  on  conunon  land.  This  place  he  deeded 
at  about  the  last  named  date  to  his  brother  Israt-l,  receiving  in  exchange  a  house 
and  lot  of  one  acre  next  his  father  on  tiie  west  side. 

4.  Thomas.  He  had  a  srantof  land  March,  1605  ;  was  accepted  as  a  bach,  pro- 
prietor, Marrh  26,  16'9'.t  ;  reni.-duc'l  in  AVatcrbury  long  enough  to  secure  his  right, 
and  tiien  removed  to  A\'aIlingford.,  He  was  there  in  July,  17' '5.  After  his  father's 
<scath,  lie  returned  to  Wattrbury,  and  was  appointed  fence  viewer  in  1713, 
'•grave  digger"'  in  1714,  1715  anJ  1716,  and  hayward  in  171-1,  1717  and  1718. 
In  17b-*,  (Mai'Cii  ilo,)  })e  sold  his  liouse  and  lot  of  six  acres  on  the  north  ;  [de  of 
We,-!,  .\fain  srreet.  (  north  and  south  on  highway,  east  on  Richards'  land,  and  west 
on  Ebenezer  Riehason's  house  lot,  )  to  Thonias  Richards'  and  returned  to  Vralling- 
ford,  where  he  was  living  in  1722,  a  farmer. 

5.  Israel.  He  had  a  grant  of  land  as  early  as  March  28,  1694,  four  acres  for  a 
house  lot,  on  the  north  side  the  town,  ''if  it  be  there  to  be  had,  he  fulfilling  the 
tarius  of  the  original  articles."  IL.'  became  a  bach,  proprietor  March  •!''>,  I'Vjv. 
Before  he  had  secured  his  ■  icrht,  he  appears  to  have  left  the  plantation.  D<:c.  21, 
17u2,  tlic  town  granted  him     hberty  of  two  years  before  taking  the  forfeiture  of 
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his  land  and  that  if  he  come  ogari  iti  two  yoars  to  live  in  the  town  to  have  his 
him!,  but  if  he  Jo  not  then  to  lo<e  his  land  that  is  now  forfeited/''  lie  I'.tiinied, 
and  was  grave  digger  in  1T(>7,  aud  surveyor  iu  IT'JS  and  IT*"-?.  His  nunic  he 
signed  by  a  mark  in  17(^9.  He  lived  at  firsi:  on  a  lot  of  one  acre  next  his  father, 
which  the  latter  gave  him  ilarch,  1009-170*',  bounded  Marcii,  17'.t.>~f,  cast  on 
Tiionias  Richason's  house  lot,  west  on  Jonathan  Scott's  house  lot,  north  and  south 
on  highway.  This  he  exchanged,  in  17t)3,  for  his  brother  John's  place,  lie  d.  of 
the  great  sickness,  Doc.  IS,  17rj,  a  few  weeks  before  his  wife  and  his  oldest  child 
Mary. 

(').  Rebecca;  b.  April  27,  1G79,  and  m.  John  Warner,  son  of  John.  This  1>  the 
lir.-t  recorded  birth  in  Waterbury. 

7.  Rutli  ;  b.  iTay  li),  ItjSl,  became  the  second  wife  of  Henry  Castle  of  Wood- 
bury, ( Cothren.  ) 

8.  Johanna  ;  b.  Sep.  1,  16S3,  m.  Isaac  Castle  of  Woodbury  and  Daniel  Warner^ 
y.  Xathaniel;  b.  ^lay       IGSG.    He  was  acc*:'pted  as  a  bachelor,  Jan  7,  rrv't.-7  . 

-Marcii  1-,  1710-11,  the  proprietors  gave  him  "four  scor  acurs  of  lanvl  on  the 
nortli  sid  tlio  road  to  Woodbury  up  the  grat  brok  esc  from  breck  nek  hill,  one 
tliis  L-ondiiiou  that  he  tak  it  as  his  hole  proprity  as  a  bachelders  acomydacion  and 
couinliabit  ten  years  in  the  town  iu  a  seteled  w,iy  and  bild  a  tcuitabel  hous 
iicordiiii:  to  originell  artyceis  in  five  vers  and  coiahabit  .5  yers  after  bildiug  his 
hoi-^."  Lieut.  Stanle\  ,  Edmund  Scott  and  Jerenuah  Peck  protested  against  this  act 
of  tlh'  proprit'tors. 

Na!!i,i;d.d  Rlciiar.-on.  d.  Xov.  .'3  1712,  iiis  death  securing  his  lands  and  ri^rhts 
wlih  h  w.-nt  to  his  brothers  and  sisters. 

I''.  K  .rn.'zer;  b.  Feb.  4,  1GS9-00.  He  was  made  a  bach,  proprietor  March  5^ 
1711-12,  and  m.  Margaret,  dau^rhter  of  Thomas  Warner.  He  was  one  of  the 
earhc  •  .-x-tfiers  at  Wooster  S'vamp,  living  near  "  Wooster  Brook.''  He  d. 
Juuc  oo,  1772. 

SCOTT. 

Thomas  Scott  of  Hartford,  an  orlo-inal  proprietor,  out  not  a 
.-v'ttk'r.  of  Farnii]igton,  had  a  son  Edmund  and  two  danirliters, 
M:i;-y.  wiio  ni.  Eobert  Porter,  and  Sarah,  who  m.  John  Stiinlev 
i.'i  i''ai'niiiio;ton. 


EDMUND  SCOTT,  Sex. 

He  -.'ttled  in  Farnii^ru'ton,  with  cliihlren,  at  an  early  date, 
^^it;  widow  of  Thomas  Upson.  His  two  jorngest 
elidurcn,  R-.bert  and  Joseph,  w<3re  by  her.  Ho  was  one  t;)t*  the 
rn-vuii-n  r-t'  Fannington  of  10*19  and  one  of  the  proprietc^r'S  of 
I'JTii.  A  s]d.scra>er  of  167:1:,  ]ie  was  amonf^  the  earliesc  that 
-*^'^'^^''''!'vh'.  His  regular  allotments  of  fence,  Occ.,  in- 
^iH'iito  tiiat  wirh  liiiii  there  was  no  vaseillarii'n  of  purpose,  and 
that  ]ie  di:.charged,  seasonably,  all  his  obligations.    He  is 
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mentioned  as  grantee  as  late  as  Jar.  21,  16S0-90,  and  d.  soon 
after,  before  Jnne  2,  1690.  At  tlio  last  date,  his  will  was 
proved,  but  his  inventory,  sliowing  a  small  estate  of  slT,  lis. 
Gd.,  was  not  presented  to  Court  till  April,  1601.  His  nine 
children  are  named  on  the  probate  record,  several  of  vrhoni 
remained  in  Waterbury. 

Edmund  Scott's  house  stood  where  Green  Ivendrick  now 
lives.  Ilis  lot  contained  two  acres,  and  was  bounded,  Feb.  10, 
16ST-S,  north  on  highway,  south  on  common,  east  on  John 
Carrin^-ton's  land,  west  on  Thomas  liichason's  land.  His 
children  were  as  follows,  (not  arranged  probably  in  the  exact 
order  of  age  : ) 

1.  EJmuud  ;  in.  Sarah,  widow  of  Benjamin  Porter,  Juno,  1689. 

2.  Samuei;  b.  1060,  m.  Feb.  16S6-7,  Mary  Orviee.    (W.  S.  Porter.) 

3.  Elizabeth  ;  m.   Davis. 

4.  Hannah  ;  ni.  John  Bronson,  son  of  Richard  of  Farniington,  Oct.  1664  ? 

5.  Jonathan;  m.  Hannah,  d.  of  John  Hawks  of  Deorfiehl,  Xov.  16^:t-i. 

6.  George  ;  ui.  Aug.  16'Jl,  Mary,  d.  of  Obadiah  Piichards,  and  d.  Sep.  26,  1724, 
leaving  an  estate  to  be  distributed  of  £6(j5,  12s.  He  was  a  bach,  proprietor,  l>eing 
admitted,  it  appears,  Jan.  5,  17i<T-S,  after  he  had  been  many  years  a  married 
man.  He  bad  a  grant  of  a  house  lot  of  four  acres,  as  early  as  Dec.  16S7, 
described  a.s  "oa  die  highway  that  runs  over  tlie  Little  Brook  [Xorth  Main  street] 
at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  town  to  butt  easterly  on  the  brow  of  the  hill, 
[near  Andrew  Bryan's  house,]  and  so  to  run  westerly  over  the  brook  and  to  butt 
northerly  on  a  highway,  [Grove  street,]  provided  he  build  a  house  and  live  four 
years  in  the  town."  On  tliis  lot  Scott  built  a  house,  and  in  Xov.  1702.  it  was 
recorded  as  butting  vtst  on  a  highway.  He  sold  the  place,  Aug.  6,  i7i.i;],  to 
Benjamin  Warner,  and  in  March.  17'j7-8,  owned  a  house  and  lot  of  eight  acres 
and  a  half  on  ilje  north  side  of  Giove  street,  near  C.  C.  Adunis'  residence. 

George  Scott  was  townsman  for  four  years  in  1608  and  afterwards,  surveyor  in 
I7*(l,  17i;t4  and  17 17,  and  school  comndttee  in  1710  and  1711.  He  sigiied  his 
name  in  17<>2~3  by  proxy.  Oijadiah  Scott,  his  eldest  son,  b.ad  a  l)aehelor  lot.  being 
accepted  Dec.  13,  1713.  He  d.  in  1735.  George  Scott,  the  second  son,  was  al;0  a 
bachelor,  admitted  in  171-5.  He  d.  without  a  fanuly,  in  1725,  and  his  estate  was 
distributed  to  his  l)roth«'rs  and  sisters.  The  third  son,  William  Scott,  had  a  half 
bachelor  lot,  granted  in  1722,  lie  nnd  John  ^yarne^,  son  of  Ephraim,  d!\  lding 
between  theni  the  "fourth  propriety  lot." 

7.  Daviii :  was  accepted  as  a  baclielor  proprietor  at  thesame  tiirie  as  his  lu  other 
George.  He  had  several  grants  of  land,  beginning  as  early  as  March  28,  Ir6t4, 
which  were,  of  course,  a  part  of  his  divisions  on  hLs  £4'»  right.  He  wos  surveyor 
school  committee,  and  grand  juror,  at  difrVrent  times;  and  in  1710,  town<n)an. 
He  lived  i-n  the  homestea«i  of  his  father,  an;i  in  1710,  enlarged  his  lot  by  purchase 
of  John  Carringtons  heirs.  After  his  death,  liis  heirs,  ''}>larch  8,  1734," 
sold  the  property  for  £]-')(*,  to  James  Blakeslee.  doscrii»ed  as  three  acres  with  a 
house,  near  the  meeting  house,  north  and  south  on  highway,  east  on  Dea.  Clark, 
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x\  cst  on  Edmund  Scott.  He  was  a  *' husbandman."  He  m.  June  10,  IGOv^.  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Obadiah  Richards,  and  d.  in  1727,  his  will  being  proved  Dec.  5,  of 
t  hat  year. 

8.  Robert ;  was  admitted  as  a  £U)  proprietor  May  15,  IBO*"*.  Land  was  granted 
him  by  the  proprietors  in  Jan.  lo92-3  and  afterwards.  He  owned  the  house  lot 
which  had  belonged  to  Thomas  Judd,  Jr.,  which  he  bought  in  1701.  This  place 
he  conveyed  Oct.  17i.>S,  in  consideration  of  a  mare,  a  colt  and  a  cow  and  £'5,  lis.,  to 
his  brother  Edmund.  After  lie  had  secured  his  bachelor  right,  he  removed  from 
the  town,  and  was  in  Hartford  in  1708,  1716  and  1725.  ii  liaehclor,  apj^arently. 
His  £40  right  he  sold  to  his  brother  Jonathan. 

9.  Joseph  ;  he  lived  in  Farmington.  I  know  nothing  of  him,  except  what  may  be 
gathered  from  the  following  extract  from  the  Farmington  record.  It  bears  date 
Dec.  19,  1G92,  and  illustrates  Puritan  numners  and  government.  I  suppose  he 
was  a  literal  bachelor. 

''The  towne  by  vote  gaue  to  Joseph  Scott  a  Libertie  to  dwell  a  Lone  pvouidcd 
he  do  faithfully  improue  his  time  and  be  haue  him  self  peasablely  and  honestly 
towards  his  neithbours  and  their  Creature^  and  constantly  attend  the  jiul.lique 
worship  of  god,  and  that  he  do  give  an  account  how  he  spends  his  time  unto  the 
townesmcn  when  it  shall  be  demanded."    [Town  Book,  Vol.  I,  p.  40.] 

EDMUND  SCOTT,  Jr. 

He  was  a  son  of  the  precediPig,  and  was  accepted  hy  the 
committee,  in  the  place  of  William  Iligason.  He  probably 
came  to  ]Mattariick  with  Ins  father  and  was  made  a  proprietor 
when  he  became  of  age.  lie  had  a  proportion  offence  in  the 
second  division,  which  wonld  indicate  that  he  had  become  a 
proprietor  in  167S-9,  and  had  a  meadow  allotment  at  tliat 
time.  His  father  gave  him,  in  Feb.  1GS2-3,  tlie  liouse  which 
he  had  built,  or  assisted  to  ]>uild,  on  the  lot  wliich  the  com- 
mittee had  bestowed  on  himi,  (the  son.)  It  stood  on  tlie  south 
side  of  IfYest  Xa'n  street,  near  where  John  C.  Booth  lives.  Tlie 
lor  contained  two  acres  and  was  bounded,  in  June,  1G91,  north 
and  south  on  highwav,  east  on  Mr.  Feck's  land,  and  west  on 
Tiiomas  Judd's  land.  He  (Edmund,  Jr.)  conveyed  it  and  the 
house,  with  the  land  which  he  had  added  to  it,  eight  acres  in 
the  whole,  in  1732,  to  his  son  Jonathan,  the  tract  butting  east 
on  thelieirs  of  David  Scott,  west  on  John  Wtdt!:)n's  hou-e  lot. 

Edmimd  Scott,  Jr.,  was  townsman  in  170 1  and  1702,  sur- 
veyor in  1710  and  1716,  and  grave  digger  in  170S,  1717,  171S, 
and  1720.  He  had  a  £70  right  in  the  undivided  lands.  He 
d.  at  an  advanced  age,  July  20,  r7-l^N  having  outlived  the 
other  settlers  who  became  proprietors  before  1.7S0. — E-tate 
£113.    His  wife  d.  Jan.  17,  1718-0. 
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Children : 

1.  A  son  ;  b.  Oct.,  1G90,  amd  d.  Feb.  2d,  1690-1. 

2.  Sarah;  b.  Jan.  29,  1C91-2,  m.  Sainuel  Warner,  son  of  Thomas. 

3.  Samuel;  b.  Sept.  169-i;  became  a  bach.  prop,  in  ITl-j;  resided  at  Judd's 
Meadow  and  d.  April  SO,  1T68. — Estate  £294.  His  widow  (Mary,  daughter  of  John 
Richards)  d.  Sept.  5,  1776. 

4.  Elizabeth  ;  b.  March  1,  1696-7  ;  m.  Samuel  "Warner,  son  of  Daniel 

5.  Hannah;  b.  June,  1700,  m.  in  1744,  Ebenezer  Elwell. 

6.  Edmund;  b.  May  10,  1703,  m.  Martha,  d.  of  John  Andruss,  Aug.  12,  1730, 
and  d.  March  23,  1733.— Estate  £229.    He  lived  at  Judd's  Meadow. 

7.  John;  b.  Sept.  21,  17<i7  ;  m.  Eunice,  d.  of  Thomas  Griffin  of  Simsbury,  arid 
d.  itarch  14,  1756.  (His  widow  was  living  in  1766.)  He  lived  in  the  southwest 
quarter,  at  Judd's  Meadow,  near  "  Meshadock." 

8.  Jonathan;  b.  Aug.  4,  1711,  and  d.  1741,  giving  his  property  to  his  wife. 

SAMUEL  SCOTT. 

He  was  admitted  a  proprietor,  by  act  of  the  town,  Dec.  30, 
1681,  receivino'  half  an  allotment  of  £100.  He  received,  at 
the  same  time,  a  honse  lot  on  the  east  side  of  Eank  street,  all 
on  condition  that  he  should  build  a  house  accordiug  to  the 
articles,  and  live  in  the  town  four  years  after  building.  These 
things  he  did.  He  was  not  in  the  town  soon  enough  to  have 
an  early  division  of  fence,  or  an  old  town  plot  eight  acre  lot ; 
but  he  was  among  those  who  participated  in  the  land-division 
of  I6SS5  after  which  time,  his  name  disappears  from  tlie  lists 
of  proprietors.  He  did  not  remain  long  in  the  town  after  his 
propriety  right  had  been  secured.  He  probably  left  in  16S0, 
or  in  16S9-90.  He  was  not  a  subscriber  to  Mr.  Peck's  £60 
settlement.  April  28,  1691,  he  was  ^'  of  Farmington,''  and  at 
that  date,  sold  and  conveyed  to  his  brother  Jonathan  all  his 
lands,  divided  and  undivided,  in  "Wateibury,  including  his 
house  and  house  lot  of  two  acres,  the  latter  hounded  nortli  on 
Stephen  Upsoms  land,  south  on  Eichard  Porter,  west  on  high- 
way, east  on  common.  He  died  in  Famiington  June  30,  1715, 
aged  85,  and  his  wife  died  Xov.  f?8,  1718,  aged  85. 

JONATHAN  SCOTT. 
He  was  a  son  of  Edmund,  Sen.,  and  is  first  mentioned  on 
the  records  in  Jan.  1689-0*),  when  he  received  a  grant  of  land 
on  the  west  side  of  Union  Square,''  he  to  l)uikl  a  house  and 
"inhabit  "  four  years.  It  does  not  appear  that  he  built  upon 
this  land.  In  Dec.  1690,  he  liad  ten  acres  granted  liim  at 
Wooster  Swamp.    His  name  is  not  among  the  subscribers  of 
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tlie  agreement  with  Mr.  Peek,  lie  then  probably  ]>eiiig  barely 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  lie  beeame  a  proprietor  by  ]>ur~ 
cliase  of  his  brother  Samuel,  April  28,  lOOl. 

Jonathan  Scott  had  but  little  to  do  with  the  public  business. 
He  was  fence  viewer  in  1702,  1709  and  again  in  1717 — noth- 
ing more.  His  name  is  rarely  found  on  the  records,  and  it  is 
dilhcult  to  find  his  whereabouts"  from  recorded  evidence,  con- 
veyances, ike.  At  first,  he  may  have  lived  in  the  house  he 
bought  of  his  brother,  in  1691.  Afterwards,  before  Jan., 
1703-lr,  he  resided  on  the  north  side,  near  tlie  west  end  <:if 
West  j\Iain  street,  on  a  lot  of  one  acre  and  three  quarters,  re- 
corded April  27,  1717,  and  bounded  north  and  south  on  higli- 
way,  east  and  west  on  the  heirs  of  John  liichason,  dec'd. 
lie  signed  his  name  by  proxy,  as  did  several  of  his  brothers. 
The  story  of  his  captivity  by  the  Indians,  in  1710,  I  have  al- 
ready related.  He  ultimately,  or  soon  after  1720,  removed  tc» 
Wooster  Swamp,  in  the  north  part  of  Watertown,  near  Scott's 
Mountain,  where  he  built  a  saw  mill,  (spoken  of  in  1725,  as 
belonging  to  him  and  his  son  Jonathan,)  and  lived  with  Ids 
sons.  The  tradition  is  that  he  Avas  buried  on  Scott's  Moun- 
tain, and  his  supposed  grave  is  still  pointed  out.  That  part  of 
tlie  tradition,  however,  which  relates  to  the  circumstances  and 
time  of  his  death,  as  that  he  died  by  violence  on  his  way  to 
the  north,  at  the  hands  of  tlie  Indians,  after  having  had  his 
tongue  cut  out,  is  without  foundation  in  fact.  He  is  believed 
to  have  been  the  earliest  permanent  settler  of  present  AVater- 
town.    Pie  d.  May  15,  171:5,  and  his  wife,  April  7,  171:1. 

Children  : 

1.  A  dau^chter;  b.  and  d.  Aucr.  16l>5. 

2.  Jonathan;  b.  Sept.  -iO,  U>',h>.  After  his  return  (in  1715)  from  captivity,  lie 
was  made  a  £40  proprietor.  la  1722,  he  was  chosen  pound  keeper,  and  in  llSo, 
sur%'eyor.  soon  after  which  he  appears  to  have  removed  to  Wooster  Swamp,  at 
which  place  he  had  much  land  laid  out  on  his  ov,n  right  and  on  that  which  was 
iiis  uncle  Robert's. 

o.  John;  b.  June  5,  lie  is  saiu  never  to  have  returned  from  his  cn|>tiv- 

i'y.  in  17'>9. 

4.  Martha  ;  b.  July  9.  1701  ;  m.  Joseph  H'iribut  of  Woodbury. 

5.  Ger^hom  ;  b.  Sept.  6,  1703,  and  d,  June  24,  17S0.  His  father  gave  him  a 
house  and  lands  at  Wooster  Swamp  in  1731. 

6.  Eleazer;  b.  Dec.  31,  1705.  HLs  father  gave  him  a  house  and  three  acres  of 
land  at  Wooster  Swamp  in  1733. 
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7.  Daniel;  b.  Sept.  2(>.  17<j7.  In  17oo,  liis  fai:her  gave  liini  a  part  of  his  liomo- 
stead,  tlii-ee  acres.    He  was  a  doetor, 

JOHN  SCOVILL. 

He  was  an  early  settler  of  Farniingtoii,  and  a  proprietor  of 
lGr2.  As  a  proprietor  of  ^Vaterbury,  lie  was  accepted  Jan.  15, 
as  a  substitute  for  Abraham  Bronsoii.  He  probably  did 
not  join  the  settlement  till  late  in  IGTS.  His  name  is  found  in 
the  secnnd  and  fourth  divisions  of  fence,  and  is  on  the  list 
of  tho>e  who  had  old  tr)wn  plot  lots.  He  was  une  of  those  wlio 
tric'vl  tlie  patience  of  the  committee,  till  at  last  his  rights  vrere  de- 
chired  forfeited.  He  recovered  his  allotments  by  submittin.g,  Ovc. 
He  lived  on  a  lot  of  two  acres  on  the  corner  of  West  IMain 
a';d  "Willow  streets,  wliere  Mi's.  Bennet  Bi'onson  now  re;>ides. 
l>ut  lie  found  living  in  Waterbury  a  serious  business,  Ix'came 
discouraged,  and  went  away.  I  know  not  the  exact  tiuic.  He 
wiis  not  a  subscriber  to  Mr.  Peck's  ccttlement  in  IGSO,  but  he 
uiay,  notwithstanding,  have  been  in  tovrn  at  the  time.  In 
loLH.;,  he  vras  '*  of  Haddam,''  and  July  IStli  of  that  y^'ar,  he 
ciuiveyed  by  deed  *'  for  divers  valuable,  good  and  lawful 
cau-c'S  and  considerations^'  to  his  "well  beloved  -on  John 
Si'uvlU  and  Ids  heirs  for  ever,''  all  his  estate  in  Waterbury — 
hi>  lands  and  rights  of  land,  divided  and  undivided,  including 
hi-  house  and  house  lot  of  two  acres,  (butted  south  and  east  on 
hi j;]) way,  n<»rth  ami  west  on  Dea.  Jud<Vs  land.j  together 
Aviih  nine  other  parcels  of  land.  He,  however,  reserved  an  in- 
terest in  the  estate  of  the  value  of  ten  pounds,  the  income  ot 
winch  was  to  be  paid  to  his  wife  during  her  natural  life, 

sliould  it  }>lease  (lod  to  take  me  away  before  her,''  eVc. 

There  was  a  William  Scovill,  in  Haddam,  v.'lio  ,-ettled 
there,  according  to  Field,  aljout  IGSG.  ^Diere  was  also  an  Ed- 
v\-ard  Scofelh  or  Scovill,  who  died  there  in  1703.  I  know 
nothing  of  their  relationship  to  John  of  ^Va.terl)ury. 

John  Seovill  was  m.  March  :20,  lOGO,  to  Sarah,  d.  of  Thomas 
Ba]-nes  of  Farmingt»>n,  aful  died  in  Haddam  in  ITli'. — Estate 
i;17th  But  little  is  known  of  his  children.  Bev.  W.  S.  Por- 
ter gi\'es  the  names  of  four  : 

J.  Mviutuble;  m.  Feb.  L",  luSo,  Caleb  Hopkins, 

1.  Eleazer;  m.  Al)a^'ail  Laccrdon. 

-J.  Sanuiel,  (of  "Watertowii,  Mass.;)  in.  Ruth  Langdon. 
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•i.  John;  111.  Feb.  6,  16'J3— i,  Hannah,  d.  of  Obadiah  Richards.  lie  had  his  first 
grant  of  laud  iu  "Waterbury,  Jan.  21,  l(3S\.t-90,  on  condition  that  he  shoukl  build  a 
house,  kc,  a  condition  from  -which  he  was  afterwards,  alter  his  father's  reuiov;il,  re- 
leased. "When  the  grant  was  made,  he  had  prot»abIy  just  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years.  It  was  customary  to  notice  the  young  men  at  that  age,  in  a  similar  way, 
for  their  encouragement.  He  lived  where  his  lather  did.  He  was  a  man  of  con- 
siderable influence,  and  was  engaged  to  some  extent  in  the  public  business.  He  was 
school  committee  ;  collector  of  the  town  and  minister's  rates ;  grand  juror;  towns- 
man in  IGOS,  1699,  1*702,  1703 ;  constable  in  1707  and  1715;  deputy  to  the 
Colonial  Assembly  in  ]ilay,  1714:,  and  "keeper  of  the  pound  key,"  in  172-3,  and 
afterwards.  He  had  reputation  as  a  military  man,  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  ser- 
geant, as  early  as  1718.  He  d.  Feb.  2(3,  1720-7,  aged,  ]M'obably,  about  5S.  His 
wife  d.  "  March  5,  172()." — Estate  £ltHil,  1.3s.  His  house  and  iiouse  lot  were 
appraised  at  £  12(X  His  son  John,  (born  Jan.  12,  l(>94-5,)  was  accepted  as  a 
" bachelor,"  in  1715.  The  last  was  constable  iu  1729;  pound  keeper  for  many 
years;  townsman  often;  a  deputy,  May,  1745,  and  a  lieutenant.  He  too  lived  on 
the  family  homestead,  (as  did  Iti.s  son  <.)l)adiah,j  and  died  Apiil  28,  1759. 

Ret.  JOHX  SOUTHMAYD. 

lie  was  the  great  grandson  of  Sir  William  Soiitlimayd  of 
the  county  of  Kent,  England,  t()  ^^'lioni  arms  were  granted  in 
June,  IGu-l.  A  son  of  the  latter,  named  AVilliam,  came  to  this 
country.  His  name  is  in  the  quarterly  tiles of  Sak-m, 
Mass.,  whei-e  this  entry  is  found  : 

John  Southmate  sonne  of  Will  Southmate  by  uiiilissen  his  wife  borne  20'^  of  the 
mo.  104:5 — willia'"  southniavd  the  elder  sonne  of  william  southmayd  by  md- 
lissen  his  wife  born  the  17'^.  of  the  7^'^.  mo.  lo4:3. 

w  i  11  i  a  m  s  o  u  t  h  m  a  y  d . 

[Manuscript  letter  from  Rev.  Daniel  S.  Southmayd,  Concord,  Mass.,  Nov.  1S29.] 

Nothing  more  is  l:nos\  n  of  William  Southmayd,  of  Essex 
county,  Mass.,  or  of  his  son  John  mimed  aboA-e.  His  ''eldt^r 
sonne"  AVilliam,  lather  of  the  Eev.  John,  removed  to  Middle- 
town  about  1600.  In  October,  1GT3,  he  married  E^ilier, 
daugliter  of  Giles  Handin,-  and  had  the  following  childi-en 
1.  AVilliam  ;  born  July  24,  1674,  and  died  an  infant.  2.  John 
b.  August  23,  1676.  3.  "William  ;  b.  March  6,  1679,  and  .lied 
an  infant.  4,  Giles;  b.  Jan.  17,  16S0-1  ;  d.  172S,  childless. 
5.  Esther;  b.  Oct.  2S,  16S2  and  d.  Dec.  29,  1GS2.  Esther,  the 
wife,  d.  XoY.  11,  16S2  and  Wm.  Southmayd  m.  Margarer, 

*  Mr.  Hamlin  was  one  of  the  early  setHers  of  Middleto«-n.  He  married  Either  Crowe,  a 
(lau-hter  of  John  Crowe  of  Ilariford,  and  a  jrranddaughter  of  Elder  AVilliam  Goodwin.  Tht-ir 
children  were,  Esther,  John,  Mary,  Giles,  Mehitable,  William.  Mr.  Hamlin  was  one  of  the 
prominent  men  of  his  times.  He  was  commissioner,  a  member  of  tlie  Council,  and  several  times 
a  deputy  to  the  General  Court.    He  died  Sep,  1,  ieS9. 
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daughter  of  Col.  Joliii  Allyn  of  Hartford,  long  SGcretary  of 
tlie  Colonj.  Their  children  were  :  1.  Allyn  ;  b.  Feb.  7,  lOSo: 
lived  to  an  old  age  and  d.  at  St.  Johns,  Xew  Foundland.  2, 
Daniel;  b.  Sep.  16S7 ;  d.  Xov.  23,  1703.  3.  Margaret;  b. 
Aug.  11,  1691.  4.  xVnna;  b.  Jan.  10,  1093.  5.  Joseph;  b. 
March  1 5,  1605,  and  d.  1772.  6.  Vrilliara  ;  b.  Jan.  9, 169S,  and 
d.  1747.  7.  Meliscent;  b.  Jan.  3, 1700  ;  d.  Dec.  12,  1717.  From 
Joseph  and  William  have  descended  tlie  Southmayds  of  Mid- 
dletown  and  Yerniont.  William  Soutlimayd,  the  father,  d. 
Dec.  4,  1702.  lie  called  hiniself  a  mariner.  His  inventory 
bears  date  Feb.  23,  1702-3,  and  amounted  to  £1,0S5,  17s.  6d. 
His  wife  d.  a  widow,  March  16,  1732-3. 

Ilev.  John  Southmayd's  home  lot  (previously  called  '*  a 
great  lot  ")  at  first  contained  but  t^\'o  acres  ;  but  for  his  better 
accommodation,  the  town  obtained  for  him,  by  exchange,  in 
1704,  the  lot  next  adjoining  on  the  east,  then  owned  by 
Thomas  Judd,  Jr.  Tlie  house  built  for  him  was  a  frame  house, 
and  was  furt.ilied  in  the  Indian  wars. 

Mr,  Southmayd,  in  1700,  married  Susanna  Ward,  a  daugliter 
of  William  and  Phe'be  Ward.    Their  children  were  : 

1.  Esther;  b.  Sep  12,  ITol  ;  m.  Capt.  Daniel  Starr,  of  Miudietown.  She  had 
several  children,  and  died  a  ^vidow  at  an  advanced  aire. 

2.  Susanna;  b.  Jan.  5,  ITt.'S— i;  m.  Sep.  25,  1734,  Thomas  Bronson,  son  of 
Thonia-,  and  d.  Aug  13,  1741. 

3.  Anne;  b.  Get.  27,  17uij  ;  m.  Joseph  Bronson,  son  of  John,  June  1,  1732, 
and  d.  Aug.  12,  174;X 

4.  Jolm;  b.  June  21,  1710  ;  ai.  Miliseent,  d.  of  Samuel  Gaylard  of  Middletown, 
April  25,  173'.>.  He  d.  Feb.  2S,  1712-3,  leaving  two  children,  William  and 
Samuel,  both  of  whom  left  families.  The  widow  m.  Timothv  Judd,  son  of  William 
Judd. 

5.  Daniel;  b.  April  19,  1717;  m.  Hannah,  d.  of  Samuel  Brown,  Mareli  24,  1749  ; 
bad  three  children,  Anne,  John  and  Daniel,  (all  of  whom  lived  to  be  marrried,) 
and  d.  Jan.  12,  1754. 

JOHN  STANLEY. 

Tlie  grandfather  of  tlie  Waterbury  Stanleys,  Jolm  Stanley, 
is  said  to  have  died  on  his  passage  'sver  from  England,  leaving 
a  son  John  and  a  daughter  Euth,  both  of  whom  were  mar- 
ried (the  same  day)  Dec.  5.  1(545,  tlie  latter  to  Isaac  Alore. 
Jolm,  tlie  son,  was  a  nephew  of  Timothy  Stanley  of  Cam- 
bridire  and  Ilarttord. 
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John  Stauloy,  tlie  father  of  our  proprietors,  was  born  in 
1C>25;  came  to  Xew  Enghmd  in  lOol ;  Gcttled  in  Farniington 
early  ;  joined  the  chnrch  there,  July  12,  1653;  was  a  deputy 
t<^  the  General  Court  from  F.  four  sessions,  lirst  in  1659  ;  saw 
service  in  Iving  Philip's  war  as  lieutenant  and  captain,  and  was 
one  of  tlie  leading  men  of  Farniington. 

John  Stanley  of  F.  m,  Dec.  5,  1615,  Sarah,  d.  of  Thomas 
Scott,  and  June  26,  1661,  Sarah,  d.  of  John  Fletcher  of  Mil- 
ford.  He  d.  Dec.  19,  1706,  and  his  second  wife  and  widow, 
^lay  15,  1713.  Tlis  children  were:  1.  John  ;  h.  in  Hartford, 
Xov.  3.  1647.  2,  Thonnis  ;  h.  in  Farmington,  Xov.  1,  1619  ; 
m.,  in  1600,  Anne,  d.  of  Hex.  Jeremiah  Peck,  and  d.  '}li\y 
23,  171S.  3.  Sarah  ;  b.  Feb*.  1651-2,  and  m.  Joseph  Gay- 
lord.  4.  Timothy ;  b.  March  17,  1653-4.  5.  Elizabeth  ; 
b.  April  1,  1657,  and  d.  young.  6.  Abigail ;  b.  July  25, 
l*^^^.:*  ;  m.  Xov,  16S7,  Jolm  Hooker.  7.  Elizabeth  ;  b.  Xov.  2S, 
1<»72;  III.  Joliu  T\^adsworth,  arid  d.  Oct.  5,  1713.  8.  I-aac  ; 
1).  Si'pt.  22,  1660,  and  appears  to  have  been  an  imbecile.  By 
the  will  of  his  father,  he  could  not  dispose  of  the  estate  given 
him  without  the  consent  of  his  brothers,  John  Stanley  and 
John  Hooker. 

JOHN  STAXLEY. 

John  Stanley,  son  of  Capt.  John  of  F.,  was  one  of  the  eigh- 
ty-f;)ur  proprietors  of  that  town  in  1672.  He  signed  the  pefi- 
t]*tn  to  the  General  Court  concerninjz  Mattatnck,  in  16  4  3 ,  an <1 
sub-scribed  the  articles  of  settlement  in  1671.  taking  a  £100 
right.  He  was  one  of  the  assignees  to  whom  tlie  first  Ludian 
d<'ed  of  lands  in  Mattatuck  was  made  over,  and  a  grantee.  b\- 
r.ajiie,  \n  the  subseqnent  deeds.  He  came  veiy  early  t<)  our 
t<nvn,  luit  may  not  have  been  with  the  first  'company  of  ^et- 
tl'.;rs  ;  for  he  had  no  allotment  of  fence  in  the  first  division 
made  in  the  spring  of  1677-8.  In  no  other  division  is  his 
uame  omitted.  After  having  once  put  his  hand  to  the  plow, 
there  is  no  appearance  of  his  looking  back  ;  at  any  rate,  till 
><>!ne  broad  farrows  had  been  traced.  He  was,  more  tlian 
aiiv  r.tluT  man.  with  the  exception  of  Tnomas  Judd,  Sen.,  the 
ruling  spirit  and  father  of  tlie  settlement.    He  was  often  se- 
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lected  by  tlie  Asseraljly's  committee  to  act  in  their  aljscnce. 
He  laid  out  tlie  lots  of  the  proprietors,  staked  out  and  appor- 
tioned the  common  fence,  located. '  ■  highways,  settled  boun- 
daries of  adjoining  towns,  Szc.  Thomas  Judd  was  usually  his 
a^rociate.  He  was  the  first  recorder  of  the  town  and  pro]>ri- 
etors,  appointed  first  by  the  committee  and  afterwards  by  tlie 
town.  His  first  recorded  appointment  l>y  the  latter  was  Dec. 
26,  1GS2,  and  he  was  annually  reappointed  till  his  removal  to 
Farmington.  So  lar  as  appears,  he  was  the  only  person 
among  the  earliest  proprietors  of  Mattatuck,  who  was  fully 
cpialified  for  the  otfice.  He  wrote  a  legible  and  business-like 
hand. 

John  Stanley  was  a  servant  in  the  Waterbury  train-band, 
in  April,  1082,  and  afterwards,  when  no  higher  otiicer  was 
permitted.  In  Oct.  1689,  when  a  lieutenant  was  allowed,  he 
was  the  fi.rst  selected  for  that  ofiice.  His  appointment  was 
confirmed  by  the  Assembly,  Oct.  1689.  It  was  a  distinguish- 
ed honor,  and  no  doubt  he  bore  it  worthily.  After  Waterbury 
began  to  send  a  representatiye  to  the  General  Court,  Lieut. 
Stanley  was  the  second  Avhose  name  is  recorded.  He  was^a 
deputy  in  May,  1690,  and  in  May,  1693.  What  persuaded 
him  finally  to  quit  the  settlement,  in  a  time  of  great  afiiiction. 
I  am  not  able  to  say.  It  is  to  be  hoped  he  had  better  reasons 
than  any  that  can  l)e  thought  of  at  this  distant  day.  His  loss 
must  have  been  seriously  felt.  He  returned  to  Farmington 
early  in  1695,  or  before  April  9th  of  that  year,  where  he  was 
a  deacon  in  1711  and  afterwards.  He,  howeyer,  retained 
most  of  his  lands  in  AYaterlniry  and  Ids  projiriety  right,  and 
was  a  frerpient  visitor  to  the  town  to  lo<'»k  after  his  estate. 
His  familiarity  with  the  records  of  the  town  was  the  cause  of 
his  appointment,  in  1705,  to  copy,  for  the  purpose  of  preserva- 
tion, such  portions  as  were  most  important.  He  gave  some 
attention  to  the  duties  of  this  appointment  from  time  to  time. 

John  Stanley  lived  near  the  old  meetingdiouse  and  near 
the  place  where  the  Second  Congregational  Church  now 
stands.  His  lot  contained  three  and  a  half  acres,  and  was 
bounded,  Sept.  29,  1687,  westwardly  on  highway,  northwardly 
on  Isaac  Bronson's  land,  southwardly  on  Joseph  Gaylord's 
land,  and  east  on  the  common. 
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JoliT)  Stanley  m.  in  106!),  Esther,  d.  of  Thomas  Xewell  v>f 
Fannington,  and  d.  ALav  IG,  1729.    His  widow  d.  in  1740. 
Children  : 

1.  Estlier  ;  b.  in  Farmington,  Dee.  2,  l*Ti2,  and  d.  1076. 

2.  John  ;  b.  in  F.  April  9,  1075  ;  m.  Dee.  14,  1714,  Mary  Wright,  and  d.  Sept. 
8,  174S,  leaving  three  children,  John,  Thomas  and  Mary.  lie  lived  in  Kensing- 
ton. Though  accepted  as  a  bachelor  proprietor  of  Waterbury,  in  1715,  there  is 
no  trace  of  him  as  an  inhabitant  after  his  father's  removal  in  1695. 

-S.  Samuel;  b.  1677;  m.  Jidy  15,  1702,  Elizabeth,  d.  of  Abraham  Bronson  of 
Lyme,  and  had  six  cliiMren  born  in  Waterbury,  the  two  last  twins — Samuel,  Abi'a- 
hain,  John,  Esther,  Ebenezer  and  Anna,  (b.  "March  8,  1713;")  two,  Elizabeth 
and  A^a,  b.  in  1715  and  1717  in  Farmington  and  recorded  in  Waterbury  ;  and  one 
or  two  others,  Ruth  and  Josiah?    The  father  d.  in  1747. 

Samuel  Stanley  -was  a  carpenter  and  mill-wright ;  townsman  in  17()4  and  1705  ; 
.'ctor  of  town  taxes  in  1707  ;  school  conmiittee  in  1711  and  1712,  &e.  He 
d  on  the  old  homestead  of  his  father,  in  whom  the  title  remained.  The  pro- 
\  ty  was  sold,  July  9,  1714,  to  Ephraim  Warner,  for  £45,  the  deed  being  signed 
b_\  both  father  and  son.  Soon  after  the  date  of  tliis  deed,  Samuel  Stanley  re- 
moved. He  lived  in  Wallingford,  Farmington  and  Durham.  He  was  admitted  a 
Ivichelor  proprietor  in  1715. 

4.  Nathaniel  ;  b.  1679;  ni.  Sarah,  d.  of  Samuel  Smith  of  Farmington,  vrhere  lie 
lived  and  had  nine  children,  and  then  removed  (after  17 SO)  to  Goshen,  and  d. 
1770. 

5.  Thomas  ;  baptized  May  25,  1684,  at  Farmington  ;  m.  1690,  Anne,  (hiugliti-r 
of  Rev.  Jeremiah  Peck.  He  had  a  son  Thomas  and  a  daughter  Anne  living  in 
1728. 

6.  Sarah  ;  bap.  July  4,  1686,  at  F. 

7.  Timothy  ;  b.  June  6,  1689  ;*  bap.  in  F.  May  11,  1790;  m.  Dec.  15,  171^.  Mar. 
tha,  d.  of  Sanmel  Smith  of  F.  ;  had  seven  children  b.  in  F.,  four  of  whom  diod  in 
infancy.  He  removed  to  Goshen  after  1735  and  before  1742.  and  d.  1761.  He  was 
a  captain  and  the  owner  and  emancipator  of  a  slave, 

TIMOTHY  STANLEY. 

He  was  in  ]Mattatuek  sufficiently  early  to  have  an  old  town 
plut  lot,  and  an  allotment  in  all  the  divisions  of  fence.  In 
1GS2-3.  however,  he  was  condemned  for  delinquency  ;  Ivat  he 
soon  made  amends,  and  regained  what  he  had  lost.  He  wa.^ 
one  of  the  two  lirst  townsmen  (app<:tinted,  prohably,  in  i6S0) 
whose  names  are  recorded.  He  lieid  the  same  office  in  17<'2 
and  afterv.'ards.  He  was  school  committee  often  ;  moderator 
of  proprietors'  meeting  in  170G  ;  gi-and  juror  in  1713.  In  (Jet. 
1691,  he  was  sent  as  deputy  to  the  General  Court,  helni:-  the 


*  This  birth  '13  recorded  by  the  father  in  V/aterbury,  aad  it  13  tlie  oniy  one  of  the  family  'hat 
b  so  recorded. 
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third  poison  that  received  tliat  lionor.  lie  held  tlie  ^^ame 
orHce  May,  1095,  1696  and  1699,  May  and  Oct.  ITOS.  1709  and 
1711,  and  Oct.  171S.  For  a  short  period,  in  170-1-5.  after 
Lient.  Judd's  death,  he  ap})ears  to  have  held  the  office  of  jiistice 
of  the  peace.  In  military  rank  he  seems,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  have  ranked  fourth,  lie  was  sergeant  in  1695,  ensign  in 
1696,  and  lientenant  and  chief  in  command  in  1703,  wliicli  last 
office  he  held  throngh  a  critical  period  till  1715. 

Timothy  Stanley  called  himself  chxxth  wenr  in  1716-17. 
Ilis  standing  among  his  fellow  townsrijen  may  he  gathered 
from  the  responsible  positions  he  occn})ied.  His  hon.-e  stood 
on  tlie  spot  where  Capt.  Lemnel  Harrisun  now  lives.  It  was 
one  of  the  fortified  houses  in  the  Indian  war.  His  lot  c»f  two 
acres  was  bounded,  in  ZSTov.  16S7,  north  and  south  on  high- 
\\-ay,  west  on  John  Carrington's  land,  east  on  Daniel  Porter's 
land.  In  June,  1713,  Stanley  deeded  to  his  wife's  nephew, 
Thomas  Clark,  his  adopted  son,  one  half  of  his  house  and 
homestead  and  other  lands,  divided  and  nndivide<l,  Clark 
agreeing  ''to  take  care  of  S'^  Stanley  and  his  wife  and  carion 
all  the  work  of  the  family  or  families  wn  [wh.en]  there  .-hall 
be  need  with  y^  help  of  s*^  Standley  and  the  rest  of  family 
y  whole  inc'>me  of  y«  estate  to  be  to  y^  use  of  both  as  they 
.-liall  need,''  S:c. 

TinKjthy  Stanley  m.  in  1676,  Mary,  d.  of  John  Strong 
nf  Windsor,  and  d.  childless,  Xov.  li\  172S.  His  Avife 
Mary  d.  Sep.  30,  1722.  Thomas  Clark  was  his  execurcr  and 
l-riucipal  heir.  The  estate  in  Waterlniry  amounted  to  £703, 
and  in  Farmingtou  to  i:lUS.  The  will  mentions  Thonnis  Clark 
and  Sarah  his  wife,  and  tlieir  children  ;  Timothy,  Samuel, 
Xathaniel  and  John  Stanley,  sons  of  John,  the  brother  of  tlie 
testator;  Joseph,  John  and  Benjamin  Gay  lord ;  Fcuth  Ilickox 
and  Johannah  Eoyce,  children  of  Sarah  Gaylord,  the  r-i.-ter  of 
the  deceased. 

Timothy  Stanley  and  his  Avife  were  buried  near  tlie  spot 
where  the  stone  of  Dea.  Clark  is  now  standing,  in  the  old 
burying  yard. 
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STEPHEN'  UPSOX. 

The  fatlier,  Tlionui>  Upson,  was  earlj  in  Hartford.  He  ^\'a> 
one  of  those,  not  proprietors,  enumerated  in  lOoS,  whr-  liad 
tlie  privilege  of  getting  wood  and  keeping  cows  on  the 
common.  In  that  year,  he  (witli  otliers)  was  censured  and 
lined  f-u-  vnseasonable  and  immoderate  drinking  at  the 
pinnace,''  20s.  He  was  an  original  proprietor  and  setthc-r  of 
Farmingtiui,  and  m.  in  IBi^j,  Elizabeth  Fnller.  Pie  d.  July  If), 
1G55,  and  a  daughter  named  Elizabeth  d.  the  next  day.  The 
widow  m.  Edmund  Scott.  The  estate,  which  was  small,  Avas 
distributed  in  1071,  to  the  remaining  children,  Thomas, 
Stephen,  Mary,  Hannah,  an;I  to  Edmund  Scott  in  right  of  his 
wife. 

Stephen  Upson  was  not  one  of  the  hrst  company  of  lu'o 
prietors  and  -ettlers  of  AVaterbury.  He  was  accep>ted,  (or 
rather  signed  the  articles  by  a  mark.)  Dec.  29,  1670,  not  as 
the  substitute  of  aii'jther,  but  as  the  record  says,  on.  tlie 
account  of  a  new  lot.''  He  had  a  £50  pu-opriety  and  an  al]'.>t- 
ment  in  tlie  second  and  fourth  divisions  of  fence  :  but  lie  had 
nnt  one  of  the  old  town  plot  lots,  these  being  divided  am-aig 
tlie  original  thirty  -nbscrLi)ers,  or  their  substitutes  and  suc- 
cessors. In  i6S0-Sl,  he  was  '"straitened"  for  land,  and  the 
comnnittee  on  petition  granted  relief.  He  does  not  appear  to 
have  faltered  inexcusaldy  in  his  duty  as  a  subscriber  of  the 
articles.  His  name  <loes  not  frequently  appear  on  the  ea)  iier 
records,  (ijefore  1700,)  except  as  the  grantee  of  lands.  He 
>igued  the  £00  agreement  with  Mr.  Peek  and  was  one  of  a 
cniinittee  to  -ettle  bounds  with  Woodbury  in  April,  17o2. 
He  \\'a-  survey(:)r,  sch<jol  committee,  grand  juror,  often  towns- 
and  three  times  deputy  to  tlie  General  Court — in  May, 
171o,  k)et.  1712,  and.  Oct.  1720.  He  became  a  sergeai'^  in 
1715.  .r^d  in  1720,  he  had  a  seat  with  the  veterans  in  the  leew 
meetiiig-hr>nse. 

StL'pliL'n  h'p'son,  ''carpenter,'-  lived  on  the  east  side  of 
B•ud^  :-rreet,  near  where  the  house  of  E.  E.  Priciiard  n-;>w 
-tan*l-.  His  lot  c-ontained  four  acres  and  was  bounded,  Feb. 
10,  1.0S7-S,  southerly  on  Samuel  Scott's  land,  northerly  *.)n 
parsonage  lot,  west  and  east  on  highwavs.    In  Dec.  1007,  he 
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exclianireJ  witli  tlie  town  two  acres  at  the  east  ead  of  liis  lot 

o 

for  the  two  acres  Ivinir  next  him  on  the  north  called  the 
«/  ~ 

parsonage  lot. 

Stephen  Upson  m.  December  20j  16S2,  Mary  d.  of  John 
Lee,  Sen.,  of  Farminqton,  and  d.  in  1735,  ag-ed  SO,  or  over. 
His  wife  d.  Feb.  15,  1715-16.  His  will  was  dated  Xov.  S, 
1713,  and  proved  July  3,  1735.  Estate,  £o2i\  ITs.  He  had, 
during  his  lifetime,  given  much  of  liis  property  to  his 
children. 

Children: 

1.  ilary ;  b.  Xov.  5,  16S3  ;  m.  Richard  Wolton,  son  of  John. 

2.  Stephen;  b.  Sep.  SO",  1686;  was  accepted  as  a  bai;'lielor  proprietor,  Jan. 
1705-6;  m.  Sarah,  d.  of  Isaac  Bronson  and  d.  Sep.  10,  1777.  His  ^ife  d.  1748. 
His  house  was,  at  first,  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Grand  and  Bank  streets.  The 
hind  on  which  he  had  aheady  built,  in  17 IS,  descrilied  as  three  acres,  "just  by 
the  south  meadow  gate  and  within  the  coriinion  fence,"  hi-  father  irave  him  at 
that  date.  -June  '28,  1733,  he  sohi  and  conveyed  thits  place,  describe*!  now  ;).s  five 
acres,  with  a  house  and  barn,  to  James  Pricharil,  and  the  same  day  received  a  deed 
trom  his  father  of  the  family  homestead,  fuur  acres,  boiiuded  west  on  hiLrhway. 
north  on  John  Punderson's  h\nd,  ea.-t  on  Thomas  Upson's  and  Thomas  Porter's 
land,  south  on  Thomas  Porter. 

Stephen  Upson,  Jr.,  represented  the  town  in  the  Colonial  Assembly,  in  Oct. 
1743,  at  which  time  he  bore  the  title  of  captain. 

3.  Elizabeth:  b.  Feb.  U,  1089-90,  and  m.  Thonuis  Bronson. 

4.  Thomas  ;  b.  March  1,  160-2-3  ;  was  accepted  as  a  £4it  proprietor  in  1715;  m. 
Rachel,  d.  of  Dea.  Thomas  Judd,  and  a.  in  1761.  He  lived  on  Cole  street,  near 
Kast  Main,  on  the  place  owned  first,  by  John  Richard-.  His  father  bouu'ht  it  of 
Benjamin  ¥.'arner.  executor  of  Thomas  Warner,  and  in  171S,  gave  it  to  the  sr>!i, 
with  the  hou^e.  In  the  deed  making  thi- grant,  the  father  ''thinks  it  reason- 
able to  consider"'  his  sons  "above"  his  dauu'liters,  in  the  distritmtion  of  his 
estate,  and  orders  the  gift  "not  to  V,e  recorded  as  part  or  portion  in  the  disiri- 
bution"  of  lii'^  estate  among  his  children.  In  Feb.  1732-3,  Thomas  Upson  sold 
out  to  Jonathan  Baldwin  for  £150  money,  the  property  being  descriijed  as  "three 
and  a  half  acres  of  land  with  a  house  and  barn,  "  &c.  He  then  removed  to 
Farmington,  afterwards  Southington,  and  now  die  eastern  part  of  Wolcott, 
(So u tb  1  n  g 1 0 u     o  u n  t u i n . ) 

5.  Hannah;  b.  "  abought  March  1*;,  16v5  ;."  m.  Thomas  Richards  and  Jcl;n 
Bronson,  and  was  livimr  a,  widow,  in  17  ■' 

6   Taldtiia  ;  b.  ''March  11,  1608,''  a. .a  u,.  John  Seovill,  2d. 

7.  John  ;  b.  Do.:.  13,  17u2,  and  m.  Elizabeth,  d.  of  Thomas  Judd.  He  appea/s 
to  have  resided,  for  several  years,  aicer  1732-3,  in  Farmington,  thongi)  the 
births  of  his  children,  down  to  1745,  arc  recorded  in  Watcrbury. 

8,  Thankful;  b.  March  14,  1706-7,  and  m.  James  Blak.-slee.  " 
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WARNER. 

John  Warner,  Sen.  lived  first  in  Hartfuril,  tlien  in  Farming- 
ton.  Of  tlie  latter  town  he  was  an  original  proprietor  a:i<l  set- 
tler. He  was  one  of  the  Pecjuot  soldiers,  and  for  Ins  services 
had  a  grant  of  land,  in  1671,  from  the  General  Conr;;,  rifty 
acres,  which  Serg.  Thomas  Judd  and  Serg.  John  Stanle}-  were 
appointed  to  lay  ont  to  his  heirs  in  Oct.  1GS9.  He  was  one  of 
the  petitioners  who  asked  liberty  to  make  a  small  plantation 
at  Mattatuck,''  (as  were  his  sons  John  and  Daniel,)  and  signed 
the  articles  of  10 T4:,  writing  his  name  John  AVarner,  Sen.  lie 
intended  to  join  the  new  settlement  but  died  before  removal, 
in  1G79.  His  will,  dated  in  March  of  that  year,  names  as  Iiis 
children,  John,  Daniel,  Thomas,  Sarah.  The  la^t  was  ba]>rized 
^[arch  15,  1056-T,  and  m.  William  Iligason. 

JOILV  WARNER,  (Jn.) 

Both  lie  and  his  father  John  are  on  the  list  of  the  freemen 
of  F.  in  1GG9,  and  on  the  list  of  proprietors  of  1G72.  He  sub- 
scribed the  articles  in  1071,  and  made  an  early  movemeJit  to 
secure  his  right.    Ilis  name  is  in  all  the  fence-divisions. 

John  Warner,  called  St'/i.  on  the  Waterljury  records,  luu! 
recorded,  Feb.  19.  1702-3,  one  acre  and  a  half  of  land  on 
which  his  dwelling-hnuse  then  stood,  east  on  Jonathan  Se<>tt's 
house  lot,  north,  south  and  west  on  higlivray.  There  is  -ome 
difficulty  in  ascertaining  where  this  lot  was  situated.  Tiiough 
there  is  something  nor.  rpiitt'  intelligible  al)out  the  west  boun- 
dary, I  have  ventured  to  place  it  on  the  north  >ide  of  West 
Main  street,  near  to  WiUow  street.  He  owned  land  next  west 
of  Er.bert  Porter  in  10S7-8.  He  sold  the  place,  Marcli 
1701-5,  to  John  Judd.  and  Judd  conveyed  it,  Xov.  5,  1715, 
to  Joseph  Hickox  or'DiirhaTn.  and  Hickox  deeded  it,  the  .^ame 
day,  to  Elizabeth  Ilichason,  'ow  and  administrator  of  John 
Richason,  the  boundaries  being  the  same  as  wlien.  ov/ne.!  by 
Warner. 

Ilistnry  has  but  little  to  say  of  John  Wai-ner,  Sen.,  of  IVatcr- 
barv.  He  returned  to  Farmingtr'n  soon  after  1700.  He  call- 
ed himself  "of  Farmington in  a  deed,  in  April,  170.>,  and 
again  in  1705-0;  and  vet  in  his  will,  dated  Farmin"'r->]j, 
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Dec.  27,  ITOG,  he  speaks  of  himself  as  'M.)f  Waterbnry.''  lie 
died  soon  after  tlie  las^  date,  liis  in.ventory  being  taken  Mareh, 
1706-T.  His  personal  estate  was  valued  at  £71,  and  his  real 
estate  was  given  by  will,  his  house  and  homestead  in  Water- 


as  did  his  brother  Thomas)  names  five  cliildren.  Thomas  is 
not  mentioned. 

1.  John;  b.  March  1,  1670;  m.  Sept.  28,  1008,  Kebecca,  d.  of  Thomas  Kicha- 
soii.  He  d.  Marcii  3,  1751,  and  his  wife  Aug  1,  1748.  He  v.a.s  made  a  £40  pro- 
piietor,  March  1000,  his  right  being  entered  in  17  2:;  and  afterwards  as 
"J<din  Warner,  Sen.,  baeh.  lot."  He  had  a  grant  of  land  of  twenty-five  aen.'S  la 
lOOn,  lio  to  build,  .tc.  As  early  as  April  2n,  17('i3,  he  seems  t')  have  been  living 
on  Cuekshill.  At  that  date  he  sold  land  adjoining  him  to  Joseph  Gaylord,  Jr. 
He  appears  to  have  been  the  first  settler  on  Buckshill.  Here  he  remained  seve- 
ral years,  but  at  length  removed  to  Stratford.  He  was  in  the  latter  place  June, 
171"),  at  which  time  he  sold  to  Daniel  Shelton  of  said  Stratford  tlurty-three  acres 
of  land  and  a  house  on  Buckshill.  About  172o,  he  returned  to  Waterbury  and 
settled  in  that  part  of  the  town  afterwards  called  Wesibury.  Here  he  had  pre- 
viously much  land  laid  out,  and  here  he  had  a  house  in  Dec.  1724,  near  Steel's 
Brook",  and  the  road  ro  ^V'ooster  Swamp.  At  tins  time  anil  after  his  return  from 
Stratford,  be  was  sometimes  callc'l  J)i:  John  Warner,  as  tliough  he  ha<l  been 
practicisig  medicine  while  absent.  He  continued  in  this  occupation,  and  was  the 
first  physician  in  Westbury.  AVhea  Westbury  l)ecame  a  separate  society  he  was 
m  ide  the  first  deacon  of  the  church.    He  held  no  important  town  offices. 

.i.  Ephraini;  m.  Esther,  d.  of  Obadiah  Richards,  Aug.  10,  1092,  and  d.  Aug.  1, 
17.';;";.  in  the  eighty-fourth  year  of  his  age.  This  is  the  age  given  hiiu  by  the 
rccor.l ;  but  it  would  make  him  born  about  the  same  time  as  his  brother  John.  I 
suppose  they  were  not  tu-in=,  and  that  Etdiraim  was  the  youn^-e-t  :  but  tliere  is  no 
coi;chi-ive  evidence  of  this.  He  haii  five  chddi'i-n  Ijorn  in  Waterbury,  the  l;;>t  in 
P  eb.  17"2-:>;  and  two  born,  I  suppose,  in  ^S'uodbury,^  Ebeuezer  and  Ephraiau 
All  outlived  tlieir  father  except  Margaret  and  the  fir.>t  Ephraini.  The  estate  was 
firs:  -ettled  by  agreement  amop.g  the  heirs,  and  afterwards  by  order  of  probate,  in 
17r.-j,  there  being  probably  some  !nisunderstandiug  about  the  first  settlement.  It 
.;'nounted,  according  to  inventory^  to  but  £14,  lOs,,  much  having  been  given  away 
to  the  children  dming  the  lifetime  of  the  deceased. 

Eprhaim  Warner  had  his  first  grant  of  land,  Jan.  21,  lOSO-OCt,  on  the  northea.-t 
corner  of  \\'iIlow  and  Grove  streets,  (botmded  south,  west  and  noith  on  high- 
ways and  east  on  the  three  acre  lot  of  Thomas  Judd,  Sen.,)  on  condition  that  he 
sijvjuld  (.-rect  a  house  and  "  coinhabit  four  years,''  according  to  the  original  arti- 
cles. Here  he  seems  to  have  built  and  reside«l  till  about  Sept.  20,  1701,  when  he 
si.M  out  to  Steplien  Weiton,    He  next  ha.i  a  iiou.-e  and  forty-two  and  a  hatf  acres 

*  It  is  not  cerl  tin  tliey  were  not  born  in  Watevbury  because  not  rt'Cor<3ed.  It  was  comni..n 
V>  ra;iL-e  a  record  only  at  censiderable  ir.tervals,  and  tlien  record  several  togetlier.  If  a  per.-on 
(ilcd,  and  particularly  if  hu  removed,  oae  or  more  children  burn  last  were  not  sure  to  Le  re- 
corded' 
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of  huul  on  Bu.ck.-hill,  -which  ho  I'xclianged,  Feb.  21,  lTt>?.— i,  "ivith  Benjaraiu  ^Var- 
uer  for  a  house  and  four  acres  of  iand,  the  land  in  two  pieces,  one  situated  on  the 
east,  the  other  ou  the  west  side  of  Cook  street.  The  house  was  on  the  west 
side.  Here  he  resided  till  he  had  secured  his  £40  right,  which  was  granted 
"March  18,  ITOI,"  and  then  removed  to  Woodbury.  In  April,  1714,  the  follow- 
ing vote  was  passed  in  town  meeting  : 

"The  town  to  encourage  Dr,  Ephralni  Warner  to  come  and  live  witli  us  grant 
him  the  use  of  the  school  land  for  three  years  (only  one  half  the  lot  in  Ilancox's 
Meadow  is  exempted  this  year,)  he  to  maiutaiu  the  fence." 

The  town  also  voted  him  ten  acres  in  the  sequester,  on  the  condition  that  he  re- 
mained four  years.  It  seems  he  had  been  practicing  medicine  in  Woodbury,  where 
his  brother  Ebenezer  was  engaged  in  the  same  calling,  and  the  Waterbury  people 
wanted  his  services.  He  may  have  served  them  as  physician  before  his  removai, 
but  there  is  no  sufficient  evidence  of  this.  Pie  is  never  called  Doctor  on  the  record 
till  Dec.  I7ui>,  and  then  it  is  not  clear  whether  he  was  in  Waterbury  or  Wood- 
bury. After  this  date,  his  name  is  not  mentioned  till  the  town  vote  soliciting  his 
return.  He  did  return  and  became  "  physician  "  or  "  practitioner  "  (as  he  is  called 
in  deeds)  of  the  town,  Dr.  Porter  being  surgeon,  or  more  properly  "  bouesetter.'' 
He  appears  to  have  settled  on  Buckshill,  as  did  several  of  his  sons,  to  wIiotq  he 
gave  houses  and  lands.  In  Aug.  173:3,  he  conveyed  to  his  "  beloved  son  Euene- 
zer"  half  his  dwelling-house,  ("the  north  end,")  and  twenty  acres  of  land  on  the 
east  ?ide  the  highway,  opposite  his  (the  father's)  dwelling-house,  and  half  the 
barn  :  also,  "  the  smith's  shop  and  the  tools  for  smith  work,"  he  to  pay  his  l)rotb- 
er  Ephraiui  £■!(}  in  labor  in  twelve  months.  In  April,  1738,  he  had. removed  down 
nto  the  village,  and  occupied  the  northwest  corner  of  Cook  and  Grove  streets 
which  he  had  previously  owned.  At  this  date,  for  £120  which  "  he  would  l)estcw  " 
on  his  son  Ephraim  "  as  his  part  or  portion,"  he  deeded  to  him  the  place,  described 
as  three  acres  and  a  half,  with  all  the  buildings  and  improvements,  north  and 
east  on  highways,  south  on  Thomas  Bronson,  west  on  Sanmel  Scott,  the  grantor  re- 
serving the  use  of  one  half  the  property  during  his  life  and  during  the  life  of  his 
wife.  Afterwards,  Jan.  1742-3,  he  quit-claimed  to  Ephraim,  then  of  Farmington, 
the  whole  property. 

Dr.  Warner,  after  his  return  to  Waterbury,  became  one  of  the  "notabilities"  of 
the  town.  His  name  is  often  met  with  on  the  record.  He  bought  and  sold  rea  [ 
estate  to  a  large  extent,  and  was  engaged  in  public  business.  He  was  towns- 
man, school  committee,  town  collector,  deputy  to  the  General  Court  in 
Mity,  1717,  May,  1719,  May  and  Oct,  1720, , and  May,  1722,  and  moderator  of 
to'vn  m<;etiag  in  173  0.  As  early  as  1722,  he  was  chosen  captain  of  the  tiaiu 
band,  and  was  the  second  who  was  thus  distinguished  in  the  town. — Benjamin 
Warner,  eldest  son  of  Dr.  Ephraim.  (b.  Sept.  30,  li>93,)  was  acccptc.^  as  a  £40 
proprietor,  Dec.  23,  171-5.  He  died  in  April,  1772.  He  lived  on  BuckshilK 
(where  his  faiiier  gave  lura  a  house  and  lands,)  and  was  a  physician.  He  v>-as 
called  "  Doctor  Ben,"''  to  distinguish  him  from  his  f;ither. — John  Warner,  second 
son  of  Dr.  Ephraim,  wa^  b. -June  24,  17<jO.  The  proprietors  granted  him  half  a 
bachelor  lot,  which  was  the  fourth  propriety  lot,  Xov.  28, 1722,  William  Scott  hav 
|ng  the  other  half.  In  Dec.  1724,  his  father,  with  whom  he  then  lived,  gave  hini 
twenty  acres  of  land  and  a  house  on  Buckshill,  valuing  them  to  him  "at  £t}0 
money."  He  afterwards  removed  to  Xorthbury,  and  was  the  third  deacou  in  the 
Xorthbury  church,  appointed  in  I74i3,    He  d.  Sept,  7,  1704, 
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3.  Robert;  fettled  in  Woodbury,  and  died  in  1759. 

4.  Ebenezer,  He  settled  in  Woodbury,  beeauie  a  physician,  and  died  in  1700, 
Col.  Seth  Warner  of  tlie  Revolution  was  his  grandson,    (Cothren  ) 

5.  Lydia  ;  bap.  March  13,  IGSO-Sl,  and  m.  Samuel  Bronson.  Her  father  in  his 
will  gave  to  her  his  "beds  and  bedding,  furniture,  and  household  stuff." 

6.  Thomas  ;  baptized  May  6,  IGSo.    He  must  have  died  before  his  father. 

(WiD.)  DAXIEL  WARNER. 

It  lias  already  been  stated  that  Daniel  Warner,  one  of  tlie 
original  petitioners  and  first  subscribers,  died  in  Farniington, 
late  in  1GT9  ;  and  that  the  committee  bestowed  his  propriety  of 
£60  and  his  allotments  on  tlie  widow  and  her  children,  advis- 
ing her  to  erect  a  dwelling-honse  with  all  possible  speed." 
She  followed  the  advice,  and  is  supposed  to  have  lived  on  the 
north  side  of  West  Main  street,  next  east  of  Thomas  Judd, 
Sen.,  on  a  lot  of  two  acres  which,  in  xVpril,  1093,  stood  in  tlie 
name  of  her  son,  Daniel  YV^arner,  and  which  was  sold  by  him, 
at  that  date,  to  the  said  Judd,  butted  north  and  south  on  higli- 
way,  east  on  Obadiali  Richards. 

I  know  not  who  were  the  children  of  Daniel  Warner  of  Far- 
mington,  except  that  one  was 

Daniel.  He  settled  in  Waterbury,  and  came  into  the  possession  of  the  family 
right  in  the  undivided  lands.  His  first  recorded  grant  of  land  was  in  Jan.  lGS9-00» 
al)out  the  period  probably  of  his  majority.  In  exchange  for  the  family  home- 
stead, he  received  of  Judd,  about  the  time  of  his  marriage,  three  acres  at  Stanley's 
Timber,  so  called,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Farmington  road,  hall  a  mile  or  Jiiore 
from  the  mecting-liouse.  Here  he  built  a  house  and  lived.  Tlie  lot,  whh  two 
acres  nhlch  had  been  added  to  it,  was  recorded  in  June.  17Uo,  as  five  acres,  more 
or  less,  with  a  dwelling-house,  east  on  Ensign  Stanley,  west  on  Abraham  Aniiruss, 
deed.,  north  and  south  on  highvrays.  In  June,  l7t.to,  Warner  convoyed  his  house 
and  lot  to  John  Warner,  son  of  Thomas,  receiving  in  cxcliange  lands  at  Judd's 
Meadow.  Soon  afterwards,  he  removed  into  the  south  part  of  the  town,  settling  on 
or  near  Fuliing-Mill  Brook,  sometimes  calkd  Daniel  Warner's  Brook.  There  h,e 
is  known  to  have  had  a  house  in  Aug.  1708.  He  was  once  or  twice  fence  viewer, 
but  held  no  important  public  office.  His  first  wite,  Mary  Andruss,  died  April  l<t^ 
He  d.  Sept.  13,  1713,  being  the  last  victim  of  the  great  sickness  of  tlnit 
and  Tlie  previous  year.  His  widow,  .Mar}  ,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Richoson, 
was  living  in  173u.  His  sons,  Sanmel,  El>enezcr  and  Abraham,  settled  at  Judd's 
Meadow. 

THOMAS  VrARNER. 

lie  was  probably  younger  than  liis  brother  John,  Sen.,  of 
Waterbury  and  Daniel  of  Farmington.  lie  was  not  a  first 
subscriber,  but  prol;ab]y  took  his  deceased  ftither's  }»ropricty 
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and  allotineuts.  lie  did  not  take  etFectiial  nieasureb  to  secu.re 
his  rights  till  after  the  forfeiture  of  Feb.  1GS2-3. 

Tlioiiias  AVarner  was  a  subscriber  to  Mr.  Peck's  settlement, 
lie  held  some  unimportant  town  offices — was  hayward,  chim- 
ney viewer,  surveyor.  His  house  was  on  the  eastern  side  of 
Bank  street,  where  the  Baptist  Church  now  stands.  The  com- 
mittee voted  in  Xov.  1079,  that  his  siller [cellar]  might 
stand  "without  molestation  according  to  an  agreement  made 
with  Left.  Samuel  Steel.''  His  lot  contained,  March  21,  lOOS-O, 
two  acres  and  three  quarters,  and  Avas  bounded  north  on  John 
Hopkins'  house  lot,  east  (before  the  a])Ove  date)  on  John  fiich- 
ards'  house  lot,  ''south  on  a  lut  which  formerly  belonged  to 
the  parsonage,''  west  on  highway.  He  conveyed  the  place,  at 
the  above  date,  to  John  liichards,  and  received  in  exchange 
a  liouse  and  three  acres  of  land  on  the  southwest  side  of  the 
"  mill  path,"  where  he  afterwards  lived. 

Thomas  Warner  m.  Elizabeth  ,  and  d.  Xov.  21,  ITII. 

His  son  Benjamin  of  Xew  Haven,  was  administrator  on  his 
estate.  The  '*heighrs"  made  an  agreement  with  him,  by 
which  he  was  to  take  care  of  the  widow,  providing  for  her 
a  comfortable  place  to  live  in,  and  meat,  drink,  lodging,  appa- 
rel, physic  and  nescessaries  suitable,  as  long  as  she  lives."  As 
a  compensation,  they  quit-claimed  to  him,  the  said  Benjamin, 
all  their  interest  in  the  estate  of  the  deceased. 

Children  : 

1.  Elizobetli ;  ni.  S  miuel  Chatterton. 

2.  Benjauim.  The  fir,-t  time  liis  name  is  met  with  on  tlie  record  is  in  1698  V 
He  was  accepted  as  the  owner  of  a  bachelor  right  about  17"<>.  Ilis  father  gave 
him  a  part  of  his  home  lot  on  the  mill  path,  July  10,  17(}2.  Soon  after,  when  hr 
could  do  it  with(jut  jeoparding  his  £4:0  righ.t,  and  when  true  men  were  most  need- 
ed, lu- removed  to  Xew  Haven.  There  he  iia<l  a  daughter,  Desire,  born  Aug.  2H, 
IT')!,  and  afterwards,  Benjamin  and  Joseph.  He  is  called  Sen.  on  the  list  of  pro- 
prietors, TO  di-tinguish  him  from  Benjamin,  the  son  of  Ephraim  Warner,  who  is 
termed  Jr. — (The  third  ahWd  born  before  168V*  I  have  been  unable  to 

4.  John  ;  b.  ^lareh  6,  16S(.t-31,  in  Waterbury,  as  were  the  subsequent  cUildnMi. 
He  was  admitted  as  a£-iO  proprietor  Dec.  23,  17<>1,  and  purchased,  June,  j7<  i5,  Dan- 
iel Warner's  house  and  lot  of  five  acres  on  the  Farmington  road.  He  was  called 
tailor,  that  being  his  trade,  to  distinguish  him  from  the  other  John  Warners — John 
the  son  of  John  and  John  the  son  of  Ephraim.  Sept.  Tai,  17 lo,  he  ih^'-.h-d  fhr 
land  "with  the  fencing  and  building  and  fruit  trees,''  which  he  bought  of  Daiiicl 
Warner,  to  Ebenezer  Bronson  for  £11,  and  the  same  day  left  the  town.  The  lor 
was  afterwaru.s  called,  after  liim,  the  "  tailor  lot."    For  some  reason,  he  was 
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coii.sidered  a-s  having  forfeited  his  bachelor  lot.    He  appears  to  have  returned  to 
AVaterbury  at  a  hiter  day,  ard  to  have  been  an  inhabitant  in  1734—5. 
0.  Mary  ;  b.  Deo.  9,  1682,  and  d.  June  7,  170,5. 

ij.  Martha  ;  b.  April  1,  1684,  and  m.  John  Andruss,  son  of  Abraham,  Sen. 

7.  Thonu\s  ;  b.  Oct.  28,  16S7,  m.  Aljagail  Barnes,  and  lived  in  i'armington. 

8.  Samuel ;  b.  "  March  16,  1690  ;''  received  a  bachelor  lot  March  lo,  1712,  and 
was  fence  viewer  and  hayward  in  1714.  He  lived  at  Judd's  Meadow,  and  died 
about  1741. 

9.  Margaret ;  b.     March  16,  lt>93,"  and  m.  Ebenezer  Richason,  son  of  T'^onias. 

JOHX  WELTOX. 

The  faiivily  tradition  is  tluit  he  was  originally  from  Saybrook. 
He  was  an  early,  but  not  a  first  settler  of  Fariningt' in. 
He  Vv^as  one  of  the  eighty-four  proprietors  of  that  town  in 
Uj7'2,  and  a  signer  of  the  articles  in  1074.  He  had  feitce  in 
all  the  allotmeuts  except  the  first,  andAvas  probably  in  i\[atta- 
tuck  as  early  as  1079.  I  do  not  learu  that  he  was  b-ackward 
ij)  complying  with  the  conditions  to  whicli  he  had  subscril^ed. 
Though  not  perhaps  a  leading  man,  he  may  haA'e  been  a  vab 
liable  one  notwithstanding.  At  any  rate,  he  did  not  run  avv-ay 
when  he  found  that  diiiicidty  and  danger  were  to  l)e  en- 
countered. He  was  one  of  the  twenty-five  that  pledged  fhem- 
selves  to  pay  Mr.  Peck's  salary.  At  one  time  (in  1091)  he  got 
upon  the  road  of  military  distinction,  but  some  how  ended 
where  he  began,  with  the  rank  of  corporal.  He  was  select- 
man in  ITOS,  and  town  constable  for  eight  years  between  lOOS 
and  1714. 

John  Welton  lived  on  tlie  sonth  .-ide  of  AVest  Main  street, 
near  where  Mrs.  Giles  Ives'  house  stands.  His  Inmse  lot  con- 
tained two  acres,  and  was  l^ounded,  in  1087,  east  on  Thomas 
Judd,  Jr.,  west  on  Abraham  Andruss,  Sen.,'""''  north  and  south 
on  highway.  In  his  old  age,  by  deed  dated  March  2,  1  720, 
he  conveyed  to  his  eldest  son  John  and  to  John's  youngest  sou 
Oliver,  (  the  latter  to  he  the  proper  heir,"  at  the  decease  of 
his  father,)  his  lioiise  and  home  h;>t,  and  his  three  acer  lot 
lying  within  the  meadow  fence,''  (next  east  of  the  old  burying 
yar*],)  and  another  lot  over  the  river,  on  condition  that  he  the 
said  John  should  take  care  of  the  father  ('then  livinix  with  the 
son)  and  provide  for  Idm  duj'ing  his  natural  life. 


*  A  record,  made  in  .June,  170.1.  when  there  had  been  changes  of  ownership,  bounds  the  lot 
ecMt  on  Robert  Scott,  and  icest  on  Thomas  Judd,  Jr. 
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John  Weltou's  wife's  name  was  Mary.  Tlicy  had  six  child- 
ren before  they  left  Faruiington  ;  or  at  any  rate,  the  first  one 
born  in  Waterbnry  is  called  the  seventli.  lie  died  June  IS, 
1726,  and  his  wife,  Mary,  Oct.  IS,  1716.  His  son  George  was 
administrator. — Estate  £136,  14s. 

Cliildren : — (I  am  nnable  to  find  bnt  five  of  the  six  born  be- 
fore the  father  came  to  "Waterbury.) 

1.  Abigail;  m.  about  1G91,  CorueIiu3  Bronson  of  Woodburr.  She  '.vas  living; 
a  ■wido-'.v  in  1742. 

2.  Marv;  ni.  Aug.  17,  1092,  Jolm  Richards. 

-3.  Elizabeth  ;  ni.  ThoDias  Gritfin,  and  d.  about  the  time  of  her  father. 

4.  John;  ni.  "March  13,  1706,"  Sarah,  d.  of  Ezekiel  ]>uck,  Jr.  of  "WcTlier.-ficlii, 
and  d.  April  o,  1738.  Ilis  widow  d.  Sept.  5,  1751.  lie  had  a  grant  of  a  hou.-e  ]ui 
from  tl:e  prcprletora  as  early  as  Jan.  1602-3,  he  to  build  and  remain  six  years  in 
the  town,  lie  had  probably  then  just  completed  his  tweuiy-fir?t  year.  After- 
ward-;, (iu  17o7-S,)  he  was  made  a  £40  proprietor.  lie  was  a  weaver  Viy  tratle  ; 
surveyor  in  1709  :  grave  digger  in  1726,  1727  and  1720,  and  wrote  by  proxy.  IIl- 
lived  with  Ids  father,  and  probably  improved  the  homestead  after  tlie  death  of  the 
latter. 

5.  Steplieu  ;  m.  March  4,  1701-2,  Mary,  d.  of  Joseph  Gaylord,  and  Jjn.  2^, 
1712-13,  Joanna  "SS'etmore  of  Simsbnry.  He  died  March  13,  1713.  He  nas  ad- 
mitted a  bachelor  proprietor  in  due  course,  (March  2G,  1609  ;)  was  ehiiuney  view- 
er in  17o0,  and  collector  of  town  and  ministerial  rates  several  times.  Ilis  trade 
was  tliat  of  a  vreaver.  In  Sept.  17*»1,  he  bought  of  Ejihraim  Warner  a  house  and 
lot  on  the  corner  of  Grove  and  Willow  streets,  (marked  Francis  II.  Frart.  )  After- 
wards, he  resided  on  the  corner  of  East  and  Xorih  Main  streets,  in  a  house  he 
bought  Feb.  2,  1703—4,  of  his  father  Gaylord. 

7.  Richard  ;'b.  "March,  lOSt',"  (reputed  the  first  male  child  of  European  pa- 
rents born  in  Waterbury,)  and  d.  in  1755.  His  wife  was  Mary,  d.  of  Stephen  Up- 
son. He  received  bachelor  accommodations  in  May,  1609  ;  was  (apparently)  a 
builder  by  trade,  a  townsman  in  1723,  and  a  sergeant  of  militia.  He  first  bouglit 
the  house  a?id  a  lot  of  three  acres  on  the  corner  of  Grove  and  AYillow  streets  of 
his  'orother  Stephen,  for  v.-hich  he  gave  "a  horse  and  a  young  stear  and  a  parcel 
of  timber,"  the  date  of  the  purchase  being  .\ug.  1,  1703.    He  afterwards,  ifi  1711, 

ui  consideration  of  a  two  year  old  hetier  "  conveyed  the  land  (nothing  is  said  of 
a  house)  to  John  Scovill.  Before  this,  or  in  l7o8,  ho  bought  the  house  of  Jo- 
seph Gaylord,  Jr.,  on  Buckshill,  to  which  place  he  removed. 

8.  Haiiuali  ;  b.  April  1,  1683,  and  m.  Thomas  Squire,  Jr.  She  w;  s  Uving  in 
1742. 

0.  Thomas;  b.  Feb.  4,  16S4-5;  m.  March  9,  1714,  Hannah,  d.  of  Josiali  Alford, 
and  d.  April  19,  1717.  He  had  two  sons,  both  of  whom  d.  young,  and  his  estate 
was  distributed  in  1730  to  his  brothers  and  sisters.  He  received  a  bachelor  lot  in 
lToo-6. 

V\  Georg*' :  b.  Feb.  3,  IGSO-Y,  ni.  Elizabeth  ,  and  d.  Jan.  7,  1773.— Estate 

i-'l  1,  5s.  A\  hen  he  wa-  sixteen  years  of  age,  his  father  bound  him,  for  tv.  o  ye  ns, 
to  his  brother  Stephen  to  h?arn  the  weaver's  trade.  When  the  two  years  u  ere  com- 
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pleteJ,  Stephen  T\-as  to  give  him  "  a  looin  and  all  things  or  geeiv  le  for  worok- 

ing  one  sort  of  plain  worck."    George  was  the  tifth  of  his  f;  sons  who  re- 

ceived bachelor  privileges,  he  being  accepted  Jan.  1T05-G.  lis  right  was 

secured,  he  removed  to  Stratford,  where  he  was  residing  in  iti-j.  He  retarncd 
to  "Waterbury  before  Dec.  1721,  and  afterwards  lived  near  Scott's  Mounniin, 
(northeastern  part  of  Wutertown.) 

11,  Else;  b,  Aug.  1G90;  m.   Griffin  and  lived  in  Simsbury  in  1733. 


CHAPTER   XII 1. 

ECCLESIASTICAL  AFFAIRS  :    MR.  FECK'S  MINISTRY. 

It  is  well  understood  that  Xew  England  was  settled  by  Con- 
gregationalists  from  Old  England,  who  desired  to  get  rjnit  of 
a  church  establishment  which  they  did  not  appro\'e,  and  to 
set  up  religious  worship  and  a  church  government  which 
should  acc<u-d  with  their  peculiar  views.  By  setrling  in  this 
far  distarit  c^umtry  they  hoped  to  escape  the  persecutionr^  which 
non-confnrniity  had  brought  upon  them  at  home.  They  Ljved 
civil  liberty,  but  chiefly  as  a  means  of  securing  freedon.i  for 
rlieniselves  in  the  chuix'h.  They  sought  to  establish  a  govern- 
ment and  a  reliji'ion  based  on  the  Bible,  imd  which  shonhi  Itc 
administered,  even  in  matters  of  detail,  according  to  the  Di- 
^'ine  will 

The  colonists  of  Ctumecticut  took  good  care  to  provide  for 
tlic  interests  of  relio-ion.  Thev  were  not  slow  in  ii-rantino: 
material  aid.  The  committee  for  tiie  settlemeni  of  ]Mattatuck, 
in  accordance  with  a  provision  in  the  original  articles,  reserved 
three  proprieties  of  £150  each,  for  puldic  and  pious  u-e>. 
These  were  the  three  great  lots mentioned  in  the  early 
records.    It  was  desiijned  the  minister  should  have  one  of 

CD 

them,  "  the  mayger  part  of  the  ifduibitants  to  dt'ternune 
which.  His  vras  a  larger  interest  than  was  allowed  to  any 
other  individual.    It  was  larger  because  the  minister  was  a 
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more  dignified  and  important  personage  than  any  otlier,  Tiie 
propriety  was  entitled,  from  tlie  first,  to  all  tlie  divisions  and 
privileges  of  the  other  proprieties. 

Besides  the  provision  which  has  been  mentioned,  tlic 
committee,  Nov.  27,  1679, 

Detorniiiiod  that  the  hous  lott  of  t-ivo  acres  lying  att  the  east  end  of  the  towii, 
abuttting  northwardly  on  thouKis  warners  hous  lott  and  a  peec  of  meadow  and 
5wamp  containing  abought  fifteen  Aers  by  estimation  lying  upon  Sieels  brooke 
abutting  A'pon  the  north  on  Edman  [E<]mund]  Scoote  Jun""  on  Thomas  Ju.M 
Junor  on  the  east  and  on  a  hill  south  and  west — And  a  peicc  of  land:  coiitaiuin.g 
by  estimation  thre  acrs  lying  in  the  pasture  laud  eomanly  so  called:  StuiU  be  a-id 
remain  for  the  occupation  and  improuement  of  the  nuaister  of  the  t<^  towue  fur 
€ucr  without  any  altaration  or  disposall  vse  or  improuement  wluit  soe  euer. 

The  honse  lot  in  the  preceding  extract  was  on  the  east  side 
of  Bank  street,  a  little  sontli  of  the  present  Baptist  Church.  It 
was  called  the  ''parsonage,''  and  was  exchanged,  without  any 
riglit,  by  the  town,  Dec.  30,  1G70,  with  Stephen  Upson,  (it  as 
afterwards  recorded  as  belonging  to  said  Upson,)  f  tr  a  b  ^t  <if 
two  acres,  lying  further  to  the  east  and  soutli,  and  in  the  rear 
of  Upson's  liouse  lot.  Tliis  rear  lot  was  afterwards  sef  juc-^terod 
by  special  act  of  tlie  town,  as  follows: 

April:  10:  IGOO  y^  town  by  uoat  did  sequester  y'  lot  at  y«  east  end  of  thoi^ias 
worner  Stephen  ubson  and  richard  porters  hous  lots  to  be  and  remain  to  }* 
pasnag. 

The  lot  of  "  three  acres  in  the  pasture  land,"  afterwards 
called  the  little  pasture, "  was  the  late  parsonage  ]'"'t.*' 
lying  between  Willow  street  and  the  old  Long  Cove." 
through  which  the  Hartlord  and  Fishkill  Bailroad  was  laid  out. 

The  first  settlers  of  Waterbnry  were,  in  a  majoriry  of 
instances,  members  of  Mr.  Samuel  Hooker's  churcli  and 
society  of  Farmington.  In  removing,  they  deprived  thorii- 
selves,  for  the  most  part,  of  tlie  ministrations  of  the  G«»-pe]. 
As  tbey  were  a  go-to-meetirig  *'  people,  they  felt  thi,-5  tct  bo 
a  sore  deprivation.  They  not  only  liad  no  regular  preaclihi;:*. 
but  they  ha<l  nobody  to  officiate  at  the  burial  of  their  dc';i<i, 
or  to  })ertbrm  the  ceremony  of  baptism.  For  many  years 
they  had  to  go  to  Farmington,  twenty  miles,  to  get  tlicir 
cliihhen  baptized.  They  doubtless  had  occasional  preaching. 
As  they  had  a  minister's  house  already  built  at  tiic  time 
Mr.  Peck  was  invited  to  settle,  they  prol)ab]y  had  a  mini.-'er 
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residing  with  tlieiii  a  part  of  tlie  time.  But  tliey  needed  an 
ordained  pastor  of  their  own,  and  at  the  earliest  moment,  when 
their  circiimstances  would  allow  it,  they  took  steps  to  proeure 
one.  They  gave  a  call  "  to  Mr.  Jeremiah  Feck  of  Green- 
wich, as  follows : 

Att  a  meeting  of  the  propriators  of  watterbury  march  the  eighteen:  1GS9: 
[lt)9*>,  X.  S.]  they  did  unaueniuisly :  desiv:  Jerimy  peecke  sen'  of  grinage  : 
to  setle  with  them  in  the  woreke  of  the  minestry :  Att  the  same  mcetuig  for  the 
ineoragmente  of  m""  pecke  aboue  said:  the  propriators  gaue  him  tlie  houss  l;iuilt 
for  the  minester  :  with  the  hom  lote  :  att  his  first  entarans  ther :  with  his  fameiy  : 

Att  the  same  meeting  the  aboue  said  propriators  of  waterbury  granted:  m^ 
Jeremy  peek:  of  griuag  :  tlie  other  ahjtments  :  or  seuerall  deuisions :  belonging 
to  the  minestcrs  lote  so  called:  prouided:  he  cohabit  with  them  four  yeres  :  :  and 
if  the  prouidens  of  god  :  so  dlspos  that  he  shod  dye  befor  the  four  yers  be  out  itt 
shall  fall  to  his  heirs. 

At  the  same  meeting  the  proprietors  Granted  to  Caleb  and  Jeremiah  Feck  the 
t  .vo  House  Lotts  Laid  out  to  the  great  Lotts  one  buting  westerly  on  Abraluua 
Andruss  his  home  Lott  the  other  on  ben  Jones  his  home  Lott  and  one  of  the 
(xreat  Lotts  of  Medow  with  the  Severall  Divisions  of  upland  upon  Condition 
they  build  Each  of  them  A  teuentable  house  that  Is  to  Say  a  house  upon  Each 
home  Lott  and  dwell  with  ym  four  years. 

In  order  to  provide  f<3r  ]Mr,  Peck's  support,  the  proprietors 
entered  into  the  fulluwing  agreement.  It  bears  no  date,  but  is 
recorded  in  connection  with  the  votes  which  gave  the  call,  6zc. 
It  was  probably  signed  at  the  same  time,  or  soon  after  the 
votes  were  passed.  There  is  evidence  of  this,  (were  any  needed,) 
to  be  gathered  from  the  names  appended  to  it. 

In  ConsidarLition  of  settling  the  reuarant :  Jerimy  pecke  in  the  woreke  of 
^hemenestry:  among-t  vs  :  in  watterbury :  we  whos  names :  are  vnder  write n: 
doe  ingage  :  to  pay  to  the  aforsaid  :  nV  Jerimy  pecke  acording  to  our  verlv  grand 
Icuy  ecth:  of  us:  our  proportions  of  sixty:  pounds  by  the  yere:  to  be  payed  tiftv- 
pounds  in  prouition  pay:  and  ten  pounds  in  wood  and  thus  to  doe  yerly 
Robert  porter:  John  brownson  John  newiil 

Thomus  Judd  sen  Samuel  hickox  Abraham  andrews  seu 

John  standly  Obadiah  richards  Dauiell  warner: 

John  wiltoD  sen  pilip  Judd  beniamin  barns 

Edmau  scoote  .sen  Abram  Andrews  Thonms  richardsou 

Isaac  brownson  Thomus  Judd  Ju  Timothy  standly 

Joseph  gayler  Thomus  w;trner  :  John  hopkins  : 

Daniel  porter  :  Edman  scoot  Ju  steuen  vpson 

Thomus  uewell 

Mr.  Peck  accepted  the  invitation  extended  to  him.  lie  pro- 
bably began  to  preach,  regularly,  for  the  AVaterbury  })e<»ple, 
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a>  early  as  tlie  summer  of  16S0,  and  removed  into  the 
town  with  his  family,  in  the  beginning  of  the  foHowing 
year.    But  his  formal  settlement  was  delayed  for  some  time. 

There  was  a  law  in  existence,  at  this  date,  which  declared 
''that  no  person,  within  this  colony,  shall  in  any  wise  imbody 
tliemselves  into  church  estate,  without  consent  of  the  general 
court,  and  approbation  of  neighboring  elders."  In  obedience 
to  this  requirement,  the  following  petition  was  drawn  up  and 
presented  : 

To  the  honored  General  Court  our  humble  salutations  presented  :  ^vishing  all 
happiness  may  attend  ye  :  we  at  least  some  of  the  Inhal)itants  of  Waterbury 
being  by  the  goodness  of  God,  inclined  and  desirous  to  pronioue  [promote]  tlie 
concerns  of  the  Kingdom  of  Christ  in  this  place  by  coming  into  church  order :  do 
find:  which  we  well  approue  of:  that  it  hath  been  ordered  by  the  honoured 
General  Court :  that  no  persons  within  this  Colony  shall  in  any  wise  imbody: 
tliemselues  into  church  estate  without  the  consent  of  the  General  Court  and  appro- 
bation of  the  neighbour  churches,  wee  humbly  request  the  consent  of  the  honoured 
General  Court  now  assembling  :  tluit  we  may  as  God  shall  giuc  us  Cause  and  a-  v-i.^t- 
ance  proceed  to  the  gathering  of  a  Congrecrationall  Church  in  this  place,  and  b^^r 
the  approbation  of  neighbour  Churches  we  desire  it  and  intend  to  seek  it.  So 
being  unwilling  too  long  to  prevent  your  Honors  from  other  emergent  occasion-, 
wo  in  breuity  subscribe  ourselues  in  all  duty  your  humble  Seruants  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  rest  of  our  Brethren. 

Jeremiah  Peck 

From  Waterbury.  91.  May.  12.  Isaac  Brounsoan 

The  preceding  document  may  be  found  in  the  first  volume 
of  Ecclesiastical  Eecords,  at  Hartford.  It  is  in  Mr.  Peck's 
hand  writing,  except  the  name  of  Isaac  Bron^-on.  It  is  written 
in  a  neat,  almost  elegant,  hand.  I  have  given,  in  another 
place,  fac  similes  of  the  signatures  with  the  date.  Tlie  Court's 
action  on  the  petition  may  be  seen  as  follows: 

May  1091.    Mr.  Peck  and  Isaac  Brunson  in  the  behalfe  of  the  people  of  Watei- 

bury  petitioning  this  court  [kc]  This  Court  doe  freely  Grant  them  tiirir 

rcfjuest,  and  sliall  freely  encourage  them  in  th.eir  beginnings  and  desire  the  Liu'd 
to  give  them  good  success  therein  they  proceeding  according  to  call  therein. 

It  was  a  practice  among  the  early  Congregational ists  of 
Connecticut,  when  a  church  was  to  be  "  gathered,"  to  select 
from  among  the  l)rethren  seven  persons  (males)  who  were  term- 
ed the  seven  pillars.  The^e  chose*  tlieir  othcers,  including  tlie 
pastor,  who  was  usually  one  of  their  number.  After  the  chureli 
was  organized,  other  members  wei-e  adnutted  by  rote  wl)*:- 


1 
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took  part  in  the  proceedings.  The  TV^atcrburv  chureli  is  lui- 
derstood  to  have  been  formed  after  this  metliod  with  seven 
male  members,  who  were  the  jjillars  but  Dr.  Triimbuil 
states,  in  his  History  of  Connecticut,  that  the  metliod  in  ques- 
tion was  peculiar  to  the  churches  of  Xew  Haven,  Milford  and 
Guihbrd  ;  "  the  churches  in  the  other  towns  being  gath.ered, 
by  subscribing  simihir  confessions  of  faith,  and  covenanting 
together  in  the  same  solemn  manner,  upon  days  of  fasting  and 
prayer.  Xeighboring  Elders  and  churches  were  present  on 
tliose  occasions,  assisted  in  the  public  solemnities,  and  gave 
their  consent.'' 

At  what  precise  time  the  churcli  of  AVaterbury  was  organ- 
ized, I  have  been  unable  to  ascertain.    Dr.  Trumbull  says, 

August  i26t]i,  1600,''  and  Mr.  Farmer,  in  his  Genealogical 
Eegister,  gives  this  as  the  date  of  Mr.  Peck's  ordination. 
Probably  Mr.  Paimer  copies  from  Trumbull.  Ponce  supposed 
that  1G60  was  a  misprint  for  ICSD,  and  that  the  last  was 
the  true  time  of  Mr.  Peck's  settlement.  Others  have  enter- 
tained a  similar  opinion.  This,  however,  cannot  be  the  pr'>per 
explanation.  Some  of  the  Waterbury  people  v^'ere  admitted 
members  of  the  Farmington  church  as  late  as  March,  1690-91, 
and  their  children  were  l*aptized  there  down  to  April,  1691. 
Indeed,  Mr.  Peck  and  the  b.'ethren,"'  as  we  liave  already 
seen,  did  not  get  permission  of  the  General  C<:'urt  to  '*  embody 
thetnselves till  the  May  Session,  1691.  In  all  probability 
tin-  installation,  or  ordination,  took  place  soon  after,  possibly 

August  26th,"  as  in  Trumlnill.  I  say  installation,  or  ordination, 
for  it  is  not  quite  certain  that  Mr.  Peck  had  been  previously 
ordained,  though  he  was  then  nearly  seventy  years  of  agH'%  It 
has  been  supposed  that  he  was  an  ordained  minister  while  in 
Greenwich,  and  as  strong  circumstantial  evidence  that  he  was 
so,  the  recorded  fact  is  adduced  tluit  he  was  complained  of 
about  the  time  of  his  removal  Uj  "Waterbury,  by  some  c-f  the 
people,  in  a  formal  manner,  because  of  his  ^'  refusing  to  bap- 
tize their  children. "f  If  he  had  no  authority  to  baptize,  no- 
body could  have  complained  of  him  tbr  refusing,  «i'c.  And 

*  Manuscripts  of  Bennet  Bronson. 

t  Manuscript  letter  of  Dariud  Peck,  E^q.,  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  from  whom  I  hare  received  inrerest- 
in?r  information  concerning  his  ancestor.  I  am  alio  lar^'ely  indebted  to  Mr,  Judd  of  North- 
ampton. 
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yet,  if  he  liad  authority,  why  did  he  not  baptize  the  chihlieu 
of  AVater1>iiry,  after  he  began  to  preach,  and  before  his  f<:>rmai 
settlement  ?  Xo  half-way  covenant "  question,  it  is  l)elieyed, 
existed  here,  as  there  probably  did  in  Greenwich.  At  any 
rate,  the  children  were  those  of  professors,  and  yet  were  car- 
ried to  Farmington  for  baptism. 

Again,  it  appears  from  the  records  of  Greenwich  that  ^'^Ir. 
Peck  performed  the  ceremony  of  marriage  there  as  earl}-  as 
IGSl ;  but  the  statute  permitted  no  one  to  do  this  except  magis- 
trates, commissioners,  justices  of  the  peace  and  ordained  min- 
isters. 

^V\lo  the  seven  male  meml>ers  were  I  am  unable  to  say  with 
certainty,  except  that  Isaac  Bronson  was  one  of  them.  'Mr. 
Peck  himself  may  have  l  )een  another.  There  can  be  but  little 
d')ul»t  that  John  Stanley  and  Thomas  Judd,  Sen.  were  also  of 
the  number.  The  other  church  members  were  Obadiah  Rich- 
ards, Alu-aham  Andruss,  (cooper,)  John  Hopkins,  (probably,) 
J'v-eph  Gaylord,  Thomas  Judd,  Jr.,  Benjamin  Barnes,  and 
Thomas  Judd,  son  of  ^Yilliam.  All  these,  except  Mr.  Peck 
and  John  Hopkins,  had  belonged  to  ]\Ir.  Hooker's  church  of 
Farminixton,  the  four  last  havinir  been  admitted  within  two 
years.    There  were  no  other  known  male  memljers  of  churches. 

Thomas  Judd,  the  son  of  William  Judd,  or  Thomas  Judd 
tlie  smith,  was  the  tirst  deacon  of  the  "Waterluiry  church.  So 
says  his  tomb-stone,  still  standing,  and  there  are  not  sufhcient 
reasons  for  doubting  it.  Still,  there  are  some  circumstances 
which  render  it  improbable  that  he  was  appointed  at  the  or- 
gauizatiou  of  the  church,  in  1691.  He  did  not  become  a 
church  member  till  March  22d,  of  that  year,  he  then  being 
under  twenty-nine  years  <.>f  age,  as  shown  by  the  Farmington 
records.  It  is  not  probable  that  a  man  would  have  been  cho- 
sen tV)r  (k-ac<)n  who  had  been  a  member  of  the  church  bnt  a 
tew  months,  especially  if  he  was  young  in  years  as  well  ar; 
religious  experience.  Tliere  were  persons  then  living  who  had 
been  long  UKunbers,  who  were  older  and  better  known  than 
Judd,  some  of  whom,  Ave  may  suppose,  would  have  been  se- 
lected in  preference,  had  a  deacon  been  chosen  as  early  as 
1091.  John  Stanley,  Thomas  Judd,  Sen.,  and  Isaac  Bronson, 
for  aught  that  appears,  were  every  way  qualified  for  a  respon- 
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sible  place  in  tlie  infant  cliurch.  Why  some  one  of  tliem  was 
not  made  a  deacon  at  tlie  ontset,  I  am  nnable  to  say. 

Thomas  Jndd,  known  as  the  son  of  William,  or  the  si^iiith, 
was  thus  called  to  distinguish  him  from  his  uncle,  and  his 
cousin  of  the  same  name.  He  is  uniformly  thus  termed, 
whenever  mentioned  in  the  records,  previous  to  1600.  Had 
he  been  deacon  at  an  earlier  date,  ■  he  would  nu^st  certainly, 
unless  from  carelessness,  have  been  so  denominated.  Such  an 
office,  in  tliose  days,  when  titles  were  not  so  cheap  as  now,  was 
no  slight  aftair  for  a  young  man.  It  coidd  not  with  decency 
have  been  forgotten  or  overlooked.  For  tlie  lirst  time,  Judd 
is  called  deacon,  on  the  town  records,  March  2Tth,  1006.  This 
title  was  sufficiently  distinctive,  and  afterwards,  for  many 
years,  was  a[>plied  to  him  with  scarcely  an  exception,  save  in 
legal  documents.  At  last,  however,  he  won  a  more  exalted 
honor.  He  became  captain  of  the  train-band,  and  the  eccle- 
siastical was  snnk  in  the  military  title. 

It  appears  quite  probable  then  that  Doa.  Thomas  Judd  was 
not  appointed  to  his  office  in  the  church  till  al»out  100.5,  four 
yeai's  after  Mr.  Peck's  settlement.  Wliy  the  church  should 
so  long  have  neglected  to  malvc  this  appointment.  I  am  unable 
to  explain.-  Similar  instances  of  delay,  however,  were  occa- 
sioiial,  and  may  have  been  common, 

Xo  sooner  had  Mr.  Peck  been  settled  in  the  niinistrv,  than 
the  want  of  a  meeting  house  .became  painfully  evident.-  The 
ft.'llowing  is  a  petition,  copied  from  tliL'  colonial  i'ecor<ls,  pre- 
sented to  the  General  Court  f>r  assistance.  I  am  not  aware 
that  the  petitioners  got  any  help  :  '  .  ■ 

[May  it]  pie;  -c  the  honourable  Generall  Assembly  to~  take  into  tlieu' serious  con- 
sideration the  Condition  and  Request  of  your  humble  aud'louing  seruants  the  in- 
habitants of  Waterbury  as  to  our  Condition  the  proiu<ienee  of  God  and  that  in 
seuerall  ways  hath  brouiiht  us  low  by  losses  of  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  los-es  in  our 
Huing  stock :  but  especially  by  much  sickness  among  us  for  the  space  of  the  lu:^t 
four  years:  we  liue  remotely  *  «  «  our  affaires  co^t  us  much  Charge,  pains 
and  hardships,  as  to  our  Petition  and  that  wl\ich  we  de.-irest  is  your  eucournging 
and  assisting  of  us  we  hope  in  the  work  :  yet  too  heauy  for  us:  viz  the  liuiMirig 
of  an  house  conuenient  tor  us  to  assemble  in  for  the  wor-hipof  God  such  nr.  ];nv,^iy 
we  doe  more  and  more  find  very  great  need  of  [^l-.]  much  we  could  uituitior.  >»y 
way  of  persuasion  :  but  we  are  preuented  of  time  anil  we  hope  that  a  l<-\\  words 
to  the  wise  will  be  sufficient,  it  may  be  considered  that  we  hasie  been  nWvu  at 
Charges  in  sending  forth  horsmen  for  the  timely  discouery  of  an  approaching  eue- 
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mie  which  hath  been  or  luight  haue  been  some  safeguard  to  our  neighbours  in 
other  Townes,  for  this  our  Scouting  ■\^  e  haue  had  publique  recompense,  "vve  also 
haue  had  farr  more  trouble  than  some  other  Towns  in  the  Colonic  by  the  SouMiers 
passing  to  and  fro  and  their  often  entertainments  with  us  which  hath  occasioned 
much  expense  of  our  time  [&c.]  We  also  are  anformed  that  we  shall  not  be  the 
first  that  haue  publique  assistance  in  the  hke  work  in  this  Colonie  we  hope  right 
worthy  Sirs  that  you  that  are  the  Patrons  of  this  Christian  Commonweakh  ;  will 
be  pleased  to  giue  us  further  encouragement  to  build  God's  house — the  encourage- 
ment which  we  doe  particularly  petition  for  is  that  our  Publique  rates  may  be 
giuen  to  us  for  the  space  of  the  four  next  ensuing  years,  we  find  in  holy  "^Vrit 
that  some  whose  spirit  God  hath  Stirred  up  haue  been  famous  in  promoting  such 
a  work:  as  Dauid  and  Solomon,  we  hope  and  trust  we  shall  haue  a  placid  return 
fro~  our  Worthies  upo~  whom  our  eyes  are:  So  we  remain  your  humV)le  and 
needy  Petitioners  and  Seruauts — From  Waterbury  Anno  Domini — 91,  October.  7. 
In  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  rest  of  our  inhabitants, 

John:  Hopkins  )  m 

'■         -  Townsmen. 
Thomas  Judd  ) 

Under  the  greatest  discouragements,  tlie  AVaterbury  people 
went  on  with  their  enterprise  of  buikling  a  meeting  house  ; 
but  tliey  made  slow  progress.  It  was  a  serious  work,  and  tliev 
were  obliged  to  resort  to  various  expedients. 

jlay  17  1694  y^  town  by  uoatc  agree  to  use  or  improue  y^  money  y'  now  is  or 
'  .ere  after  shall  be  due  for  wild  horses  y'  are  sould  in  y«  town — we  say  to  improue 
it  for  ys  helping  build  y^  meeting  hous  and  to  stand  by  y«  oficers  y'  sell  theni  and 
hereafter  to  a  low  thos  y*  bring  in  such  horses  y«  one  half. 

The  wild  horses  referred  to  in  the  preceding  extract  vrere 
those  that  were  found  running  wild  without  known  owners, 
and  which  were  occasionally  caught  and  brought  in.^'^ 

I  am  unable  to  say  when  the  new  meeting  house  was  finish- 
ed, or  so  far  finished  that  it  coukl  be  occupied  ;  but  probaljly 
soon  after  the  date  of  the  town  action  concerning  wild  lior-es. 
It  stood  on  the  Green  in  front  of  the  house  marked  on  the  map 
William  H.  Scovill,  now  owned  by  Dr.  P.  G.  Eockwell,  near 
the  spot  where  the  two  next  succeeding  Congregational  houses 
were  placed.  It  was  a  small  building  without  glass  or  gallery, 
suited  to  the  humble  circumstances  of  its  projectors.  It  had 
doors  upon  tlie  east,  west  and  south  sides,  three  in  all. 

Mr.  Peck  was  an  old  man  when  he  became  the  minister  of 


*  The  law  required  that  every  horse  two  years  ohi  should  be  branded  with  the  town  mark  l>y 
the  town  barnder.  The  braad  fur  Waterbury  was  R.  Thomas  Judd,  smith,  was  the  first  rid.'rd- 
ed  town  brander. 
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AVaterbuiy.  In  a  few  years,  liis  liealtli  broke  down,  and  he 
was  unable  to  preach.  lie  was  not  well  enough  to  officiate 
in  baptism  as  early  as  June,  1697.  Afterwards  a  minister 
was  hired ;  but  Mr.  Peck  continued  the  pastor  till  his  death, 
June  7th,  1699,  at  the  age  of  77.  But  few  memorials  remain 
of  him  during  his  residence  in  "Waterbury.  Appearances, 
however,  indicate  that  he  was  a  man  of  worth,  and  devoted 
to  his  people.  If  a  minister's  success  is  measured  by  the  ad- 
ditions to  his  church,  his  was  not  great.  There  were  but  few 
accessions  during  his  life,  and  for  several  years  afterwards.  It 
was  a  time  of  embarrassment  and  distress,  as  already  related. 
The  peaceful  virtues  of  religion  are  not  wont  to  prosper  when 
tlie  state  is  in  jeopardy  and  men  are  suffering  in  their  material 
interests.  As  a  general  rule,  it  is  not  the  tendency,  however 
much  it  should  be,  of  war  and  worldly  calamity,  of  sickness 
and  bodily  sufiering,  to  improve  the  heart,  or  mend  the  life. 

Jeremiah  Peck,  according  to  Mather's  Magnalia,  was  grad- 
uated at  Harvard  College,  but  his  name  is  not  upon  the  gen- 
eral catalogue  of  1S5I:.  He  was  in  Guilford,  either  preaching 
or  keeping  school,  in  1656,  (before  which  time,  no  trace  of 
him  has  yet  been  found,)  and  married,  ^ov.  12th  of  that  year, 
Johannah,  daughter  of  Mr.  Robert  Kitcliell,  a  prominent  citi- 
zen of  Guilford,  (afterwards  of  Xewark,  X.  J.)  Ilis  son  Samuel 
was  born  there  Jan.  ISth,  1659.  In  Jan.  1660,  he  was  invited 
to  take  charge  of  the  Collegiate  School  at  New  Haven,  his 
father  being  at  the  time  one  of  the  trustees  and  the  business 
agent.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  colonial  record 
of  Xew  Haven  : 

June  26  1660  It  was  agreed  that  Mr.  Peck  now  at  Guilford  should  bo  school- 
master and  that  it  should  beirin  in  October  next  when  his  half  year  expires  there  he 
is  to  keep  the  school  to  teach  the  scholars  Latin  Greek  and  Hebrew  and  fit  them 
for  the  College  and  for  the  salary  he  knows  the  allowance  from  the  Colony  is  £40 
a  year. 

This  school  is  now  called  the  Hopkins  Grammar  School,  in 
consequence  of  the  bequest  of  Gov.  Hopkins.  Besides  the 
£40,  Mr.  Peck  had  the  use  of  a  house  and  some  land.  He 
probably  began  to  teach  in  Oct.  1660,  and  continued  until  the 
middle  of  the  next  year.  May  £9th,  1661,  the  colonial  record 
of  Xew  Haven  says,  ''Mr.  Peck  the  schoolmaster  propounded 
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10  CjTiestions  about  the  school  which  the  Court  answered  and 
Mr.  Peck  seemed  to  he  very  well  pleased." 

In  Sep,  1661,  Mr.  Peck  was  again  in  Guilford,  and  ^A  hiie 
there,  in  the  fall  of  1661,  received  an  invitation  to  preach  in 
Sajbrook.  He  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  Saybrook 
people,  Sep.  25th,  1661,  by  which  he  was  to  have  £10U  settle- 
ment in  lands  in  fee  and  £55  in  a  house  and  lot,  the  last  to 
revert  to  the  town,  provided  he  removed  witliin  five  years.  He 
was  also  promised  a  salary  of  £60  per  annum,  two  lirkins  of 
butter  to  go  towards  it,  the  rest  to  be  paid  in  corn  and  flesh  at 
current  prices,  his  maintenance  to  be  increased  if  necessary. 

Some  have  supposed  that  Mr.  Peck  must  have  been  ordain- 
ed at  Saybrook.  The  agreement  he  entered  into,  his  £100 
settlement  and  his  building  a  house,  look  like  arrangements 
for  a  permanent  residence,  and  render  the  supposition  plausible. 

xVfter  a  time,  the  Saybrook  people  became  dissatisfied  witli 
their  minister,  and  Mr.  Peck  addressed  to  them  the  following 
communication  : 

Anno  Domini  60  fob.  2 
Roipoeted  and  loving  ffriends  the  Inhabitants  and  planters  of  Seabroke  I  undt.'r- 
stand  and  that  from  divers  [sources]  that  there  is  much  Dissatisfaction  with 
Reference  to  myselfe  in  respect  of  my  proceding  in  the  Ministry  at  least  to  a  set- 
tlement and  that  there  are  desires  in  many  to  provide  themselves  with  a  more 
able  Help:  I  do  freely  leave  myself  to  the  providence  of  God  and  the  Thots  of  his 
people:  and  so  far  as  I  am  any  v.'aycs  concerned  herein  I  doe  leave  the  Towne 
H-holly  to  their  own  Liberty  to  provide  for  themselves  as  God  shall  direct :  and 
with  re-pect  to  laying  aside  the  future  Term  of  years  expressed  in  the  Coven. lut 
as  also  of  laying  me  aside  from  an  Employment  of  so  great  a  concernment  I  do 
desire  that  these  Things  may  be  duly  considered  and  dealt  tenderly  in  that  I  may 
not  be  rendered  useless  in  further  service  for  God:  altho  I  am  unworthy  to  be  im- 
j-roved  so  I  am  yours  in  what  I  may  as  God  shall  please  to  direct  and  enable. 

Jeremiah  Feck.* 

The  controversy  with  Mr.  Peck  was  settled  Jan.  e30th,  1665. 
(1665-6.)  the  town  confirming  and  ^'  giving  him  full  possession 
of  his  accomodation."  He  appears  to  have  left  soon  aftei-,  tlie 
town  purchasing  the  house  which  he  had  built,  for  his  suc- 
cessor, Mr.  Buckingham. 

In  1661,  Mr.  Peck  was  concerned  with  others  in  the  pnr- 
chase  of  the  Indians  of  a  large  tract  of  land  between  the  llari- 
tan  and  Passaic  rivers  in  Xew  Jersey,  on  a  part  of  which  the 
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city  of  Elizabetlitowii  no^v  stands.  In  tlie  next  year,  16G5,  the 
union  of  tlie  Gonnecticnt  and  XoAr  Haven  colonics  took 
place.  Mr.  Peck  was  one  of  those  who  perseveringly  opposed 
the  union.  A  party  of  dissatisfied  persons,  cliiefly  from  Bran- 
ford,  Guilford  and  Milford,  headed  by  Mr.  Pearson,  determin- 
ed to  remove.  A  committee  was  sent  out  to  view  lands  on 
the  Passaic,  who  made  a  purchase  at  ]^^ewark.  A  plantation 
covenant  was  entered  into  by  the  intended  emigrants,  which 
was  subscribed  from  time  to  time,  until  the  removal,  which  ' 
happened  June  24,  1667."  The  name  of  Pev.  Jeremiah  Peck, 
of  Guilford,  stands  fourth  on  the  list  of  subscribers. 

Mr.  Peck  removed  to  Newark  in  1666  or  early  in  1667.  He 
does  not  appear  to  have  officiated  regularly  as  a  minister  at 
Xewark,  or  anywhere  in  Xew  Jersey.  In  1672,  he  and  others 
purchased  of  the  Indians  a  tract  of  land,  now  the  western  pai't 
of  the  town  of  Greenwich,  over  the  people  of  which  town  he 
was  invited  to  settle  as  a  minister.  He  declined  the  call,  but 
in  167S,  it  was  renewed,  and  he  accepted.  In  the  same  year, 
he  removed  to  Greenwich. 

In  consequence  of  Mr.  Peck's  poor  health,  the  Waterluiry  peo- 
ple obtained,  in  169S,  the  assistance  of  Kev.  John  Jones.  He 
preached  seven  sabbaths,  and  for  this  service  the  town  voted 
Xov.  11th,  1702,  that  he  should  have  six  pounds,  to  be  raised 
by  tax.  From  this  delay  *^f  payment,  we  may  infer  that  our 
ancestors,  whatever  other  virtues  they  may  have  had,  were  not 
prompt  in  discharging  debts. 

After  Mr.  J<,»nes  left,  Pev.  John  Peed  preached,  for  a  time. 
His  perf)rmance3  pleased  the  people,  and  as  ^Ir.  Peck  was 
not  expected  to  recover,  an  invitation  was  given  him  to  settle, 
as  appeal's  from  the  following  town  vote  : 

Febeurary  :  8:  1698-9  the  town  hauing  by  a  comity  giucn  Mr.  Jolin  Reed  a  Call 
to  y-  worck  of  y^  miaistrey  amongst  us  aesept  whut  they  liaue  don  in  it  and  do  now 
renew  our  call  to  him  in  order  to  y^  i^-orek  of  ye  niinistrey  a  mongst  us 

Att  y«  same  meeting  the  town  granted  to  y®  niinistrey  a  salary  of  5(.>P  by  y* 
yeir  prouition  pay  and  lOP  in  wood  and  y«  use  of  y"  pasnage  lands  y-  town  for  y« 
incuragenient  of  Mr  iohn  Reed  if  he  acsept  prouiis  to  giue  hira  20P  ayeir  for  too 
yeirs  to  be  payd  in  labor  and  1ft  Judd  deac  Judd  Ens  Standly  and  srg  bi nuson 
was  chosen  to  present  our  proposals  to  s"^  Mr.  Reed  and  treat  him  consrning  y« 
same 

Att  }■"■  same  meeting  y^  town  granted  to  y«  minister  y'  should  settell  and  be  an 
ordained  officer  in  y«  church  after  he  has  bin  ordained  too  ycirs  y«  whole 
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of  y*  great  lot  with  propricti  to  bo  his  o-wn  and  to  huihl  him  a  hous 
3(3  or  3S  foots  long  and  10  foot  wide  [;]  build  two  chimbleys  from  y^  ground  a 
chamber  chimblcy  [;]  make  or  dig  and  ston  a  sellar  clabbord  y«  hous  and  shiugcl 
it  [;]  make  cue  end  of  y«  hous  fit  to  liue  in  [;]  which  hous  is  to  be  y«  njinisters 
on  y«  same  conditions  y^  land  is 

Oli  tlie  loth  of  May,  1G99,  tlie  town  voted  to  give  five  acres 
of  iiplaud  to  the  minister  that  shonkl  settle,  and  July  10th, 
folloAving,  reneAved  the  call  which  had  been  given  to  Mr, 
Heed.  At  length,  Mr.  11.  declined  the  invitation,  thinking, 
probably,  that  he  conld  "  do  more  good somewhere  else. 
But  the  people  persevered,  Mr,  Peck  being  now  dead, 

Att  a  town  meeting  august:  21:  1699  deac  Thomas  Judd  was  chosen  a  comuiity 
to  indeviour  by  himself  and  y«  best  counsell  he  can  take  to  get  one  to  help  us  in 
y«  worck  of  y«  ministry  and  :o  bring  a  man  amongst  us  upon  probation  in  order 
to  settellment  if  he  can 

Sep:  12'^:  1099  John  hopkins  was  chosen  a  comity  wiiii  ye  Deac  for  gctiug  a 
minister 

In  the  mean  time,  the  people  went  on  with  their  enterpi-isc 
of  building  a  house  for  '*  y^  minister  yt  should  scttell.*' 
The  old  one  had  been  given  to  Mr.  Peck,  and  a  new  clergy- 
man would  want  suitable  shelter,  A  committee,  consisting  oi 
Deac.  Judd,  John  Hopkins  and  Benjamin  Barnes  had  ah^ady 
been  appointed  to  superintend  the  work.  The  extracts  below 
refer  to  this  enterprise : 

March  lOd:  1G99  [1G9S-9]  ye  town  granted  a  Rate  of  S'i  on  y«  pound  for  Carry- 
ing on  y«  work  of  y«  ministers  hous  to  be  Raysd  on  y«  jtresent  leauey  ac-x  i-ted 
or  proued  at  y«  last  October  court  in:  9S:  each  man  to  do  his  proportion  in  worck  and 
he  y^  fayls  haueing  his  worck  appoynted  or  called  to  worck  by  }"«  commity  sliall 
pay  in  prouition  pay  or  y^  which  is  equeuilent 

lun:  2ud:  1699:  the  town  mad  choys  deac  thomas  Judd  to  procure  nayls  f(;r  \« 
clabord  and  sliingling  ministers,  hous  and  y*  town  ingag  to  pay  for  rhem  in 
money  or  y"^  which  is  equiuelent  where  he  byes  them 

Att  y®  same  meeting  deac  Judd  John  Hopkins  and  benjamin  barns  was  ciiosen 
a  comity  for  y«  carrying  on  y«  worck  of  y«  ministers  hous  to  v'^  perfeting  y«  worck 
y«  town  ha,s  promi;-ed  to  do  to  it 

October:  12d:  1G9S:  y«  town  granted  a  Rate  of  a  halfpeney  on  y*  pound  to  be 
Rayed  on  y^  new  leuey  which  rate  is  to  be  payd  in  currant  siluer  money  or  y- 
which  is  equiuilent  bareing  its  own  charg  lo  y®  merkit  for  to  bye  nayls  and  glass 
for  y«  ministers  hous* 


*  I  &nd  at  the  beginning  of  tJie  first  book  of  town  meetings  what  appear  to  be  copies  of  sub- 
scription papers  to  furnish  in  part  the  means  to  pay  for  the  work  and  materials  for  the  minis- 
ter's house.  They  bear  no  d/ite,  but  they  doubtless  belong  to  the  time  of  which  I  am  writing, 
(lG9y.)    John  Bronson,  Joseph  Hickox,  Samuel  Hickox  and  John  ScotiU,  subscribers,  mu;t  ha\  e 
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At  first  it  was  proposed  to  place  the  ne^v  iniiiister's  liouse  on 
the  house  h^t  which  had  belonged  to  John  Carrington,  deceas- 
ed, no  ^v  owned  by  Green  Kendrick,  and  to  exchange  for  it  the 
lot  in  the  rear  of  Stephen  Upson's  honse  lot.  Afterwards., 
liowever,  it  was  decided  to  set  it  on  the  great  lot,"  so  called, 
which  is  now  the  corner  of  West  ^lain  and  Willow  street  s 
owned  and  occupied  by  Mrs.  Ambrose  Ives.  The  following 
vote,  relating  to  this  subject,  was  passed  April  10th,  1000 : 

[The  town  agreed  to]  take  of  [off]  obligation  y'  -svas  layed  on  y*  bous  lot 
at  ys  west  end  of  y*  town  lying  by  Kobard  Seotts  hous  lot  and  giue  y^  sd  lot  to 
y-  minister  alotment  and  set  y^  minister  on  it. 

I  know  not  what  the  obligation  was  which  is  referred  to  in 
tliis  vote,  nnless  the  lot  spoken  of  had  previously  belonged  to 
the  school  propriety. 


been  the  sons  of  the  original  proprietors  of  the  same  name.  Possibly  the  subserij^tions  for  glass 
and  nails  may  have  been  rendered  unnecessary  and  void  by  the  half  penny  lax.  The  names  on 
it  are  not  crossed,  though  th&se  on  the  other  are,  (with  the  exception  of  Obadiah  Ric!iards  and 
Israel  Richason,)  the  cross  indicating  payment. 

Wheat  for  ye  mason  to  pay  after  harvest 

Samll  Standly  half  a  bushill  wheat 
Serg  brunson  half  a  bushill 
isriel  richason  one  peck 
deac  judd  one  bushill 
john  scouell  half  a  bushill 
ken  barnes  half  a  bushill 
Ensign  Standly  half  a  bushiU 
tho  \rarner  half  a  bushill 
john  welton  half  a  bushill 
sara.  hikcox  half  a  bushill 
Joseph  hikcox  half  a  bushill 


thomas  hikcox  half  a  bushill 
isriel  richason  half  a  l-ushill 
Joseph  gaylord  jur  half  a  bushill 
obadiah  richards  half  a  bushiU 
wm  hikcox  half  a  bushill 
benjaiain  worner  half  a  bu>hi!i 
john  welton  half  a  busl^ll  [altered  to  one 
bushell] 

setphen  ubson  half  a  bushel!  [altered  to  one 
bushell] 


Wheat  for  nayles  and  g'ass  to  finish  ye  ministers  hous 


john  Richards  one  bushiU 
obadiah  richards  half  a  Ijus 
ensign  Standly  half  a  bus 
Left  judd  half  a  buss 
serg  brunson  half  a  busshill 


john  brunson  half  a  buss 
john  hopkins  half  a  bu.-,h 
jeremiah  peck 
john  ScoueU  half  a  bush'il 
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ECCLESIASTICAL  AFFAIRS:  MR.  SOUTHMAYD'S  MINISTRY. 

The  committee  clioseii  to  procm*e  a  minister,  after  Mr. 
Eeed  left,  were  successful.  The y  obtained  Mr.  John  Soutli- 
mayd  of  Middietown.  As  early  as  XoYember  2d,  IGUO,  lie 
had  satisfied  the  people  of  Waterburj  that  he  ^Yas  the  man 
for  them.  He  was  not  yet  prepared  for  a  settlement,  but  lie 
continued  to  preach.  He  receiYcd  scYcral  iuYitations  before 
he  yielded  to  the  solicitations  of  tlie  people.  The  pro!:;'rcss  of 
the  negotiations  is  explained  by  the  extracts  below.  The  pro- 
Yision  made  for  his  support  may  ako  be  seen: 

Nouernbr:  2d:  1G99:  to'.vn  mad  choyc  of  Left  thoinas  Judd  En.-igu  tiino. 
Standly  deac  thoraas  Judd  srg  Isaac  brunson  John  bopkiiis  a  eommity  to  treat 
[with]  mr.  John,  southraeat  furder  iu  order  to  y'  worek  of  y^  mini.strey  a  nioiiLrst  us 
and  for  his  incuragement  in  order  to  his  settellmcnt  amongst  ns  in  ye  worek  of  y® 
ministrey  to  ofer  him  what  y«  town  haue  granted  to  y«  ministrey 

Att  y«  same  meeting  y«  town  granted  to  y«  ministrey  pounds  in  lal)Our  with 
what  is  dun  al  ready  for  fencing  and  cleareing  y^  hous  lot  and  other  lands  for  \^ 
aduantag  of  y^  minister  y*  shal  scttell  amongst  us 

December:  18d:  1G99  y®  Town  granted  to  mr.  John  southmeat  for  his  worek  in 
T«  ministrey  amongst  us  for  what  we  haue  had  and  if  he  continue  amongst  us  till 
T«  first  of  march  next  a  rate  of  too  penc  on  y"  pound  according  to  our  gran  leuey 
and  grain  to  pay  to  him  wheat  at  os  pr  booshill  Ry  at  :3s  Indian  corn  2s  Od  poorck 
3d  pr  pound  beelFat  2d  |  pr  pound  all  to  be  good  and  merchantalilc 

lun:  24d:  1700  Wheras  y«  town  hauing  had  sum  taste  of  _mr.  southmeets  minis- 
trey declare  themselves  satisfied  and  are  willing  to  acsept  him  as  theyr  miui.-ter  to 
despenc  y^  word  of  god  amongst  them  and  desire  y'  y^  church  in  due  season 
should  settell  him  in  gosple  order  amongst  them 

Spt:  23:  1701  samll  hikcox  and  willyam  hikcox  w^as  chosen  a  commit_  for  to 
gather  y®  2uP  granted  to  y«  ministrey  in  worek  out  of  which  by  y«  to  wn  order 
they  are  to  macke  a  well  for  mr.  southmaid  and  any  Refuseing  to  do  his  propor- 
tion when  cal  there  to  by  this  act  ye  town  impour  y^  eommity  to  distrain  y«  es- 
tate of  such  persons  for  y«  payment  of  his  just  due  they  glueing  men  seasonalde 
worning 

Syt  y«:  15: — 1703  y«  town  granted  mr.  Southmaid  his  hous  and  lands  and  pj'o- 
priaty  in  lands  to  be  his  own  when  he  is  an  ordained  officer  in  y«  churedi  ln-re 
onely  on  these  conditions  y*  if  he  leafe  y«  town  before  y®  too  yeirs  are  out  after 
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his  ordination  then  to  return  to  town  again  but  if  he  dy  here  in  time  to  be 
his  heirs. 

Octobr  y«  V^:  1703  Serg  Izaac  brunson  tbomas  Judd  iuu"^  and  Ednian  Scott 
was  chosen  to  prouide  what  was  needful  for  y^  entertaining  y^  elders  and  mcsen' 
gers  for  y^  ordaining  Mr  Southmaid  [  *  *  ]  they  [to]  keep  a  fayr  account  of  it 
and  giue  it  to  y^  townsmen  that  it  may  be  payd  in  y^  town  Ratt 

Early  in  1704,  there  was  unmistakable  evidence  that  Mr. 
Soiithmayd  was  about  to  yield  to  the  importunities  of  his  peo- 
ple and  consent  to  be  ordained.  Five  pounds  had  been 
granted  him  *•  in  speci,"  in  addition  to  the  salary  which  had 
been  offered  him  ;  but  now  it  was  ordered  that  the  vote 
which  gave  the  five  pounds  addition  should  be  canseled,"  (a 
vote  vv'as  canceled  by  crossing  it  with  a  pen.)  and,  at  Mr. 
Sonthmayd's  snggestion,  that  ten  ponnds  should  be  given  him 
in  labor,  to  be  payd  according  to  men's  gran  leaney  amiual- 
ly."  Benjamin  Barnes,  Sen.,  and  Stephen  Upson,  Sen.,  were 
added  to  the  committee  for  "  treating;  with  mr.  southmaid,'' 

March:  19'^ — 170-i  y«  town  desired  their  commity  chosen  to  treat  mr.  south- 
maid for  a  settelhnent  amongst  us  in  ghosple  order  to  proceed  to  obtaine  an  ordi- 
nation of  mr.  southmaid  as  soon  as  may  be  with  conueniencie 

Mr.  Soutlimayd  was  at  last  settled  over  a  church  of  twelve 
male  members  and  the  people  of  the  town.  Dr.  Trumbull 
gives,  as  the  date  of  his  ordination,  May  12th,  1705,  which  is 
presumed  to  be  correct.  Why  the  ceremony  v/as  delayed  so 
long  may  be  perhaps  conjectured.  The  truth  is,  TTaterbury, 
at  that  time,  was  not  a  very  inviting  field  of  labor.  The  peo- 
ple were  few  in  number  and  poor.  Some  of  their  best  men  had 
died.  Others  had  run  away.  They  had  not  yet  recovered 
from  the  efi'ects  of  the  great  fiood.  They  were  upon  the  bor- 
ders of  civilization  and  in  the  midst  of  an  Indian  war.  A 
gloom  had  settled  over  the  prospects  of  the  town.  iSo  winder 
a  young  minister  should  hesitate  and  procrastinate.  Besides, 
pastors,  in  those  days,  were  "settled  for  life,"  or  something  ap- 
proaching it.  They  were  not  pennitted  to  indulge  in  roving 
habits,  or  to  seeic  frerpiently  other  and  "  wider "  (more  con- 
spicuous ?)  fields  of  labor.  They  did  not  consider  themselves 
at  liberty  to  leave  their  flocks  except  for  weighty  reasons. 

Mr.  Soutlimayd  was  settled  on  a  salary  of  £50  in  provision 
and  £10  in  labor,  the  same  which  was  paid  Mr.  Feck  and  otiered 
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to  !Mr.  Heed,  except  tlie  first  iiiiiiisters  were  to  have  wt?,od  in- 
stead of  labor.  This  may  seem  but  a  small  salary,  in  tlie  eyes 
of  the  present  generation  ;  but  the  truth  is,  in  considerati'  »n  of 
the  times  and  the  circumstances,  it  was  a  large  sum.  Few  peo- 
ple can  boast  of  having  made  greater  sacrifices  for  tlie  suj»p'  >rr 
of  a  regular  ministry  than  the  early  inhabitants  of  AVaterliuiw. 
In  the  midst  of  their  cahimities,  numbering  only  about  tliirry 
families,  they  settled  Mr.  Peck,  gave  him  a  house,  provided 
for  his  support,  erected  a  meeting-house  and  a  second  dwell- 
ing-house for  his  successor,  made  provision  for  Mr.  South- 
mayd's  maintenance,  gave  him  £4:0  in  labor  to  fence  and  clear 
his  home  lot,  etc.,  and  a  £20  ratt  in  worck,"  besides  con- 
tributing many  *•  extras  not  easy  to  enumerate,  all  in  the 
space  of  a  few  years  ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  extraordinary 
expenses  were  incurred  fur  building  forts,  maintaining  scouts 
and  looking  after  the  enemy.  I  doubt  if  the  people  of  the 
present  day  would  as  patiently  submit  to  ecpial  privati<)ns  t<> 
secure  the  benefits  of  religious  teaching. 

A  modification  was  made,  by  the  agreement  of  the  parties, 
in  Mr.  Southmayd's  salary,  Dec.  14,  1710,  and  the  }>riee.- 
which  provisions  were  to  bear  were  fixed,  as  appears  by  the 
following  town  action  : 

The  town  al)Iig  them«elus  to  pay  mr,  southrnaid  ten  pound  in  wood  at  Ss  per 
cord  and  fiftey  pounds  in  proaison  pay:  :  uls  [viz]  whet  fiue  shilings  pr  bii.sel  ry  ut 
OS  per  busel  indian  corn  at  two  shilings  six  pens  per  besel:  porke  at  three  pens  per 
pound  all  to  be  good  and  raarchantabul:  befe  and  flaxe  and  other  pay  to  be  at  a 
prise  as  mr  southrnaid  and  the  party  consarnd  shal  agre:  :  also  mr  southnuid  .-lial 
not  be  abligd  to  take  aboue  one  thurd  part  oT  his  rat  in  indian  corn  and  if  ai;y 
man  se  caus  to  pay  any  part  of  [the]  rat  in  mony  it  shal  be  acsepted  at  two  tLird:^: 

Ech  man  is  hereby  obliged  to  pay  his  rat  yerly  by  the  furst  of  febrywary 

[Same  date]  that  artical  too  thurds  in  mony  to  be  of  no  fors:  but  other  ways  as 
the  party  consard  and  mr  southmayd  shal  agre 

Jan.  9,  1718-19  it  was  agreed  that  the  ministery  rate  shall  be  sixty  pound  in 
mony  for  the  yeare  1718  and  if  any  pay  in  prouison  it  sliall  be  exsepted  at  follow- 
iag  prises  wheat  at  six  shlilings  ry  at  foure  shillings  inguncorn  at  three  .-lullinirs 
and  sixpence  a  bushuU  to  be  marchantabul  pork  at  3  pence  a  pound  tlax  at  eaighi 
pence  a  pound 

In  1720,  the  minister  was  to  have  "  £(>0  as  money,"  wheat 
at  5s.,  rye  at  3s.,  corn  at  2s.  Gd.,  and  ten  pounds  in  W(i<;m1,  at 
half  a  crown  a  load  for  oak  and  three  shillings  for  walnut. 
•'Said  sixty  pound  shall  be  paid  or  they  [the  town]  will  do 
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tlieire  endeauer  tliat  it  shall  be  paid  by  march  next  insuing 
the  date  heare  of." 

Mr.  Southmayd's  salary,  in  1720,  was  raised  to  "seventy 
live  pounds  in  money,"  one  seventii  or  eighth  part  of  it,  if  de- 
livered by  the  middle  of  January,  to  be  received  in  wood,  at 
such  price  as  the  parties  might  agree  on.  In  1730,  it  was 
raised  to  the  just  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  in  current 
money  of  Xew  England. "''^  In  1733,  the  town,  after  liaving 
at  first  refused  to  pay  more  than  £S0,  agreed  to  give  £00 
money,  wheat  at  Ss.,  rye  at  5s.  Cd.,  Indian  corn  at  1:S.,  pork  at 
6d.  per  pound  for  that  weighing  two  hundred  pounds  and  ibrty- 
seven  shillings  per  hundred  for  that  weighing  less.  During  the 
remainder  of  Mr.  Southmayd's  mini-try,  the  salary  varied  from 
ninety  to  one  hundred  pounds. 

In  173S,  in  consequence  of  declining  health,  ^Lr.  Southmayd 
asked  for  a  dismission  from  his  people.  The  following  com- 
nmnication,  expressing  his  desires,  was  laid  before  the  tuwn  in 
town  meetino-: 

o 

To  the  Deacons  and  Townsmen  In  Waterbury  to  communicate  to  the  Church 
and  Inhabitants  of  sd  Town. 

Beloved  Brethren  and  Xelghbors  I  the  Subscriber  being  under  great  DifHcuhy 
and  Infirmity  of  Body  and  it  being  such  as  I  fear  Will  never  wear  off,  but  In- 
crease and  Grow  upon  me,  makes  ray  Care  and  Concern  very  Burthensome  and 
Distressing  So  that  the  publicke  work  i  am  engaged  In  Is  too  much  for  me  and 
having  served  you  under  very  great  difficulty  now  almost  two  years  and  being 
Quite  deseouraged  as  to  getting  well  and  finding  that  a  sedentary  life  is  very  De- 
structive to  my  health  and  being  very  far  advanced  in  years  and  willing  and 
desirous  to  Retire  from  my  Publick  work  In  the  ministry  In  which  I  have  been 
with  you  About  38  years  to  the  best  of  my  Ability  and  am  now  Desirous  to 
Live  more  privately,  I  take  this  opportunity  fi^r  these  reasons  and  many  more 
which  might  be  mentioned  to  signify  to  you  that  I  am  willing  and  heartily  De. 
sirous  that  you  would  get  soiue  person  can  affect  and  pitch  upon  to  come  among 
you  to  preach  the  Gospel  here  and  to  Be  with  you  in  order  to  a  Settlement  as 
soon  as  conveniently  may  be  In  the  work  of  the  ministry  and  I  desire  you  *'.  ould 
be  as  Speedy  In  the  thing  as  may  be  for  I  think  I  cannot  serve  you  any  Longer, 
wliich  Request  I  hope  you  will  be  most  Ready  and  forward  to  comply  with  and 
oblige  your  friend  and  Distressed  minister,  who  Sincerely  Desires  your  welfare 
and  prosperity  both  Spiritual  and  temporal  and  his  own  ease  and  frcedome. 
Desiring  the  continuance  of  your  prayers  for  me  I  subscribe  my  Self  your  well 
wisher  John  Soutumayd. 


*  la  1731,  Mr.  Sout^imayd  gave  a  writing,  dated  Dec.  26th,  which  is  recorded,  by  which,  in 
view  of  the  burdens  of  the  town,  he  agreed  to  "  acquit  and  discharge  the  town  from  all  the  rates 
that  were  granted,  due,  owing  and  payable  to  [him  for  hi?]  labour  among  them  fruui  the  year 
KiyU  to  the  year  172-3,"  inclusive. 
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In  reply,  tlie  town  voted  to  call  another  minister,  but  ex- 
pressed a  wish  that  Mr.  Soiithniayd  might  continue  to  othciate 

as  far  as  he  should  be  able."  At  the  same  time,  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed,  consisting  of  Mr.  Isaac  Bronson,  Dea.  Jose})h 
Lewis  and  Thomas  Clark,  to  call  a  minister  to  preach  the 
Gospel  in  order  to  a  settlement."  In  this  proceeding,  however, 
they  were  rerjuired  to  ''take  the  advice  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sontli- 
mayd  and  neighboring  elders  of  the  County,  and  proceed  ac- 
cordingly." On  the  fourth  of  September  following,  they  wei-e 
instructed  "to  apply  themselves  to  the  Eeverend  Mr.  Saml. 
Whittlesey,  Mr.  Joseph  i^oyes,  Mr.  Samuel  Hall  and  Mr.  Isaac 
Stiles  for  direction  as  to  a  suitable  person  to  be  applied  to." 

There  are  no  facts  to  show  at  what  time  Mr.  Southmayd's 
ofhcial  connection  with  the  town  was  dissolved  ;  but  it  ap- 
pears to  have  been  soon  after  his  communication  re(|uesting 
a  dismission,  and  before  Sept.  4,  1T3S.  He  had  an  unset- 
tled claim  against  the  town.  Some  question  regarding  this 
was  submitted  to  "the  Association  convened  at  Meriden  in 
Wallingford  in  May,"  (1738.)  In  pursuance  of  a  recommen- 
dation by  this  body,  Mr.  Southmayd  made  a  proposal  (Supt.  4, 
IToSj  for  a  settlement  of  his  claim.  He  proposed  that  tlie 
town  should  pay  him  one  himdred  pounds  in  money  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  of  Marcli,  1710,  "  separate  from  any  other  grant 
already  made,"  and  that  he  should  have  the  use  of  the  little 
pasture  during  his  life.  If  this  offer  was  rejected,  he  express- 
ed a  willingness  to  submit  the  question  "to  some  inditierent 
persons  to  say  what  is  just  and  reasonable  to  be  done,  [li^c]  and 
abide  by  their  judgment." 

The  town  decided,  "  by  a  fall  vote."  to  pay  the  one  hun- 
dred pounds.  Betbre,  however,  the  money  became  due,  or  in 
January,  1740,  certain  persons,  "calling  themselves  church- 
men," remonstrated  against  paying  it.  This  remonstrance  was 
signed  by  fifteen  individuals. 

Thus  was  commenced,  in  an  open  form,  a  controversy  be- 
tween the  friends  of  Congregationalism  and  Episcopacy  in 
Waterbury,  and  which  ended,  ere  long,  in  confusion  and  dis- 
memberment. So  determined  was  the  opposition  to  the  one 
hundred  pound  vote  that  Mr.  Southmayd  did  not  insist  on  his 
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legal  riglits,  and  the  money  was  never  paid.  He,  however, 
retained  the  use  of  the  ^'little  pasture.'' 

Rev.  John  Southmavd  <^a*adiiated  at  Harvard  College  in 
1G97.  Little  is  known  of  him  before  he  came  to  "Waterbiiry. 
There  is  an  anecdote,  however,  of  his  college  life,  which  used 
to  be  related  bv  the  late  Professor  Hedge  of  Harvard.  It  rims 
thus  : — Southmavd  prepared  a  chair  which  Avas  so  constructed 
that  when  an  unsuspecting  person  sat  down  in  it,  it  suddenly 
gave  way.  AVhen  the  Freshman  class  was  entered,  he  would 
invite  them,  one  at  a  time,  to  his  room,  (where  his  fellov;s  had 
gathered,)  and  otier  them  the  treacherous  chair.  All  but  the 
discomfited  freshmen  of  course  enjoyed  the  laugh.  In  the 
same  class  with  Southmayd  there  was  one  by  the  name  of 
Heed  who  was  miscliievous,  and  one  Collins  who  was  dissolute. 
A  wag,  to  hit  off  the  three,  composed  some  lines  which  ran 
thus : — 

BlessM  is  the  man  who  hath  not  lent 

To  wicked  Reed  his  ear, 
Xor  spent  his  life  as  Collins  hath, 

Xor  sat  in  Southmayd's  chair.* 

Mr.  Southmayd  was  chosen  town  and  proprietors'  clerk  in 
Dec.  1721,  and  was  continued  in  the  office  till  his  death,  thirty- 
live  years.  He  wrote  a  round,  plain,  and  in  earlier  life,  an  ele- 
gant hand,  contrasting  pleasantly  with  the  execrable  chirctgra- 
l)hy  of  some  of  his  predecessors.  Its  jet-black  characters  ?till 
look  fresh.  All  who  have  occasion  to  consult  the  records,  must 
have  their  hearts  drawn  out  in  affection  for  the  accomplished 
clerk. 

Soon  after  Air.  Southmayd's  dismission  from  his  past<:»ral 
charge,  or  in  ITttl,  he  was  appointed  a  justice  of  the  peace.  He 
was  again  appointed  in  IT-iT,  and  held  the  office  till  his  deuth. 
He  was  a  justice  of  the  quorum  from  1742  to  1716  inclusive, 
and  a  deputy  to  the  General  Court  from  1740  to  174-1  inclu- 
sive, and  again  in  1751.  He  was  much  respected,  and  occu- 
pied a  large  space  in  the  history  of  the  town  of  his  adoption. 
Intelligent  and  judicious,  his  fellow  townsmen  honored  him 
and  deferred  to  him.    Thev  tjavehim  nianv  testimonials  (such 
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as  they  had  to  bestow)  of  their  confidence  and  esteem.  Ills 
lionorable  decent,  at  a  time  when  family  was  of  more  aceomit 
than  at  present,  assisted  to  give  him  character.  lie  was  one 
of  the  hirgest  hmdholders  of  the  town,  having  become  so  l>v 
purchase  as  well  as  bv  division.  His  patrimonial  estate  was 
large.  As  an  evidence  of  his  extraordinary  wealth,  it  is  st;ited 
that  he  brought  from  Middletown,  after  his  father's  death,  fifty 
pounds  in  gold  and  silver — a  sum  which,  had  it  been  laid  out 
in  the  purchase  of  the  best  lands  of  the  plantation,  at  the  low 
price  then  current,  would,  it  was  thought,  have  proved  ruin- 
ous to  the  town,  by  giving  the  owner  almost  a  monopoly  ot' 
the  soil.'^ 

John  Southmayd  died  ISTov.  14,  1755,  aged  seventy-niiie 
years  and  three  months,  outliving  all  his  children  except 
Esther,  and  all  the  original  proprietors,  so  called.  He  made 
a  will  appointing  Rev.  Mark  Leavenworth  his  executor.  Ho 
names,  as  hislegatees.  Esther  Starr,  Susanna  Bronson's  childr./u, 
xVnna  Bronson,  and  his  two  daughters-in-law,  'Oleliscent  Judd. 
my  son  John's  wife  that  was,  and  Hannah  Soutlunayd,  my  ><>ii 
Daniel's  widow."  He  gave  £'1:0  to  the  first  church  of  AYatcr- 
bury,  to  be  ordered  and  disposed  of  by  the  pastor  and  dea- 
cons of  said  church  in  what  way  and  method  they  shall  think 
proper  and  best.''  His  slaves  he  disposed  of  iii  the  following 
manner : — 

4.  My  negro  man  Sampson  and  my  negro  Girl  Fillis,  if  they  be  faithful,  careful 
and  industrious  in  helping  to  bring  uj)  my  Grand  children,  William,  Samuel,  Anna, 
John  and  Daniel  Southmayd,  till  the  youngest  be  twelve  years  of  age,  then  they 
may  be  free  and  live  with  any  of  my  children  they  shall  ehoo.-e,  or  any  other 
person,  and  if  they  live  with  any  of  mine,  and  should  live  to  be  a  charge  th.*' 
charge  to  be  levied  out  of  my  estate,  except  it  should  appear  that  those  they  have 
lived  with  have  been  considerably  profited  by  them. 

The  inventory  of  Mr.  Southmayd's  estate  amounted  to 
£1,997,  ll:s.  Sd.''  The  homestead  was  valued  at  £133,  Cs.  Sd.  ; 
library  at  £9,  6s.  4d.  ;  $250  propriety  at  £12,  10s. ;  2  brnwn 
cows,''£l:,  16s.  8d. ;  1  young  bay  horse",  £5,  16s.  8d. ;  12  bushels 
rye,  £1,  14s.  Od. ;  4  bushels  Indian  corn,  £0,  6s.  Sd. ;  S  bib-licls 
oats,  £0,  6s.  Sd. ;  IS  sheep,  £3;  Sampson  and  Phillis'  tiuic 
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"during  the  time  of  the  will,"  £iO.  He  owned  in  all  SIS 
acres  of  land,  appraised  at  £1,4:71,  3s.  Td.  The  standard  of 
value  appears  to  have  been  lawful  currency,  which,  at  this 
period,  was  at  least  eight  times  more  valuable  than  old  tenor 
currency. 

Several  alterations  and  improvements  of  the  meeting  house 
were  made  during  Mr.  Southmayd's  ministry,  for  the  Letter 
accommodation  and  the  increasing  number  of  the  people. 

[Dec.  13,  ITOS]  the  town  granted  to  seueral  of  tlie  young  men  liberty  to  buld 
a  small  scat  or  galerly  in  the  meeting  hous  for  themselfs  to  sit  in  it  not  [to]  prug- 
oJisli  the  town  or  hous 

[At  the  same  meeting  the]  town  agree  there  should  V)e  a  bem  put  up  for  a  gal- 
lery at  the  vrcst  end  of  the  meeting  hous  upon  the  town  charg 

Febry  7:  lTOS-9:  the  town  grant  libutey  to  mr.  Southmayd  to  alter  and  inlarg 
the  set:  at  the  west  end  of  the  pulpit: 

[Dec.  14,  1713]  the  town  agreed  that  there  shal  be  a  galery  bult  at  won  end 
of  the  meeting  hous:  and  that  the  dors  and  windows  be  repaired 

October  the  20 — 1715  the  Town  Granted  a  rate  of  half  a  peny  on  the  pound  as 
mony  for  to  purches  glass*  for  the  meeting  hous  and  the  ouer  plus  for  furder 
repairing  of  said  hous 

March  7 — 171G  it  was  acted  by  uoat  that  there  shold  be  ateen  [a  ten]  pound 
rate  made  oute  to  Ijc  lade  out  about  the  galliry  of  the  meeting  hous  and  the  sd 
rate  is  to  be  paid  in  prouition  pay,  wheat  at  4  shilling  per  boshill  and  rie  at  too 
and  eight  pence  pr  boo^hill  inden  corn  at  2  shillings  and  flax  seuen  penc  pr 
pound 

Desen;br  the  10(1710  at  the  same  meeting  it  was  acted  by  uoate  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  the  galiries  of  the  meeting  hous  that  is  all  three  sides  of  the  sd 
meeting  hous 

Dec  16,  1718,  "  agreed  by  uote  to  giue  to  jeremiah  peck  fifteen  pound  for  what 
work  he  has  dun  to  the  meeting  hous  alrady  and  only  further  he  is  to  finish  the 
stairs  and  macke  four  window  frames  for  the  sanie  money 

As  the  result  of  these  movements,  it  appears  that  a  gallery 
was  put  up  at  the  west  end  of  the  meeting  house  for  tlie  pur- 
pose of  making  more  seats,  particularly  for  "  the  young  men;'' 
that  the  house  was  adorned  with  glass  windows;  that  the  doors 
were  repaired  and  the  building  generally  remodeled  (in  mod- 
ern phrase)  to  suit  it  to  the  improved  tastes  of  the  times.  All 
tliis  seems  to  have  been  done  at  an  expense  to  the  town  of 
fifteen  pounds,  Jeremiah  Peck  being  the  carpenter  or  con- 
tractor. 


*  Up  to  this  time,  the  house  appears  to  have  been  unglazed.  The  glass  of  those  (lays  was 
(liarnoiid  shaped. 
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Tlie  house  now  liaci  additional  seats,  and  it  was  found  ex])e- 
dient  that  it  shoukl  be  newly  seated.  It  was  customary  with 
our  fathers  to  go  through  with  this  formality  periodically,  even 
in  the  absence  of  special  occasions  like  the  present.  The  lirst 
seating  of  which  there  is  a  record  was  in  1TU2.  At  such  times, 
the  seats  were  all  classified,  and  each  person's  place  assigned 
him  according  to  the  rule  of  rank  which  had  been  agreed 
upon.  Rank  was  determined  partly  by  age  and  partly  by  list  <  a- 
taxable  estate.  The  following  extracts  from  the  record  of  town 
meetings  show  the  nature  of  the  proceedings  on  this  sidjjecr, 
after  the  alteration  and  repairs  had  been  made. 

December  14  ITIO  it  was  agreed  by  note  that  the  meating  hous  should  be  seat- 
ed and  the  rule  to  do  it  by  shall  be  by  list  of  estate  and  by  age  reaconing  one 
yeare  in  age  to  foure  pound  of  estate 

At  the  same  meeting  thare  was  chosen  for  comity  to  seate  the  meatinghous  cap 
Judd  left  hopkins  docter  porter 

December  28  1719  it  was  agreed  by  note  that  the  forshorte  seate  in  the  galh/ry 
shall  be  dearaed  eaquall  [in  rank]  with  the  piller  or  2  [nd]  seate  below,  tliat  is  to 
say  the  2  long  seat[s]  from  the  upper  end 

At  the  same  meating  the  above  written  act  is  made  voide  by  passing  a  note  that 
the  short  seate  in  the  gallery  shall  be  eaquall  or  next  to  the  short  seate  below 

At  the  same  meating  there  was  chosan  by  uote  ens  hikcox  Joseph  lewis  ste^ihcn 
ubson  jur  William  Judd  to  sit  in  [the]  fore  short  seate  in  the  gallerre  for  the  yeare 
insuing:  and  to  tacke  theire  turns  yearly  out  of  the  foure  first  seates 

But  the  people  were  not  long  satisfied  with  the  old  meeting, 
house,  notwithstanding  the  improvements  which  had  been 
made.  A  new,  and  it  may  be,  faster,  generation  had  come 
on  the  stai>:e.  The  old  buildino:  was  found  to  be  too  sniail. 
and  otherwise  inconvenient.  It  was  antiquated  in  style,  and 
an  eyesore,  doubtless,  to  the  '*  young  men."  The  matter  was 
brought  up  in  town  meeting,  and  a  vote  was  passed,  Jan.  Ttli, 
1722-3,  "  that  vre  will  Go  about  building  a  fleeting  house  as 
soon  as  we  are  able,  and  that  we  will  Iniild  it  upon  the 
Green."  It  was  also  agreed  to  apply  "to  the  General  Court 
in  May  next  to  Get  a  tax  on  all  the  Land  laid  out  within  the 
Town  Bounds,  and  the  money  to  be  Disposed  of  to  the  buiid- 
ing  of  a  meeting  house." 

Though  Waterbury  had  now  started  on  the  career  of  "  prog- 
ress," its  advances  were  yet  small.  The  peo]de  had  not  re- 
covered from  the  dire  calamities  of  former  days.     They  were 
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Still  poor — out  at  tlie  elbows;  and  the  tlioiigbt  of  new  en- 
terprises discouraged  tlieni,  (at  least  the  more  prudent  of 
tlioni.)  At  tlie  next  meeting,  therefore,  a  disposition  was 
evinced  to  be  content  with  present  accommodations  and  such 
improvements  as  might  be  added.  A  vote  was  passed,  Jan. 
2St]i,  1722—3,  appointing  the  townsmen  and  Lieut.  Hopkins  a 
committee  ''to  make  some  alterations  in  the  meeting  house,  as 
has  been  discoursed,  that  there  may  be  more  conveniency  of 
siting,  and  the  seats  enlarged  by  taking  up  part  of  the  stairs 
in  tlie  gallery  and  nuiking  seats  tliere,  and  by  stopping  up 
the  east  and  west  doars  and  making  there  what  seats  the  place 
will  allow,  and  to  n:iend  the  outside  of  the  meeting  house,  and 
to  raise  the  pulpit.'' 

I  am  not  certain  that  the  alterations  contemplated  in  the 
above  vote  were  ever  made.  If  they  were  the  people  were  not 
Ictng  sati^iled  with  them.  Their  hearts  were  set  on  having  a  new 
meetinghouse,  and  they  believed  themselves  ''able*'  to  build 
one.  As  a  preparation  f  u-  so  formidable  an  undertaking,  the 
proprietors  voted,  Xov.  20th,  1720,  that  the  four  proprietors' 
h>ts  which  remained  out  of  the  six  which  had  been  reserved, 
in  Xov.  1722,  for  special  occasions,  should  l)e  sold.  Lieut. 
TTilliam  Ilickox,  William  Judd  and  Timotliy  Hopkins  were 
ch<>sen  a  committee  to  di.-ptjse  of  them.  They  were  sold.  Jan. 
Orh,  172*3-7,  to  John  Thomson,  Joseph  "Weils  and  David  Jud- 
S"n,  all  of  Stratford,  for  £202,  m.oney.  Tlie  purchasers  be- 
came entitled  to  all  the  divi>ions,  past  and  prospective. 

The  folL  )Aving  votes  explain  themselves.  Tliey  indicate  stir- 
ring times : 

Dec.  12,  IT 20  Agreed  that  we  will  build  A  meeting  house  forty  foot  wide  and 
lifty  foot  Long 

Deceuibor  2i),  1720.  It  appearing  that  there  was  some  Dissatisfaction  a  »out  a 
vote  taken  Decern.  12^ 172*3  with  Respect  to  the  Dementions  of  a  meetinir  house 
we  did  by  vote  conclude  that  we  would  build  a  meeting  house  as  big  as  was  then 
concluded 

Att  tlie  same  Meeting  It  was  agreed  that  the  Comitty  chosen,  to  order  that 
affair  should  have  power  to  proportion  the  House  as  to  Lenth  and  breadth  with  the 
advise  of  the  workmen  they  shall  agree  with  to  build  the  house  Making  it  of  the 
same  bigness  as  we  have  agreed  upon 

Att  the  same  meeting  the  Town  made  Choise  of  A  Committy  to  order  the  Affair 
of  building  A  meeting  house  as  wo  have  agreed  and  to  Receive  the  money  of  ttie 
Committy  when  they  have  sold  the  pro[)rietors  Lotts  tliat  were  Devoted  to  the 
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tlc?ign  and  to  Aprroe  with  the  workman  that  shall  be  set  About  the  woric  avA  for 
A  Coniraitty  were  Chosen  Left.  John  Hopkins  Serj.  John  Scovill  Isaac  Bronnson 
Sen.  Dea.  Thomas  Hiekox  and  Tho  Clark 

[In  March,  17"-10-7,  Steplicn  Hoiikins  and  Lieut  Ilickox  were  added  to  this 
conmiittee  ;  but  in  December  following,  they  were  (with  some  rouglnie--,  ;is  I 
judge)  put  out  of  office — put  out  from  being  Meeting  house  Committe,''  s:iys  tfie 
record.] 

At  the  same  meeting  [Dee.  20,  172'3]  we  did  by  vote  Impower  them  [the  counnit- 
tee]  that  what  Tindjer  sliould  be  gott  by  perticular  persons  the  Commirty  -h:,d 
have  power  to  Cidl  tliC  tim!)er  and  Refuse  what  they  shall  think  not  sutablc  to  be 
improved  in  the  work 

Att  the  Same  meeting  the  Town  Granted  a  Rate  of  three  pence  on  the  pound  to 
be  paid  Into  the  Committy  by  the  last  of  may  next  for  them  to  begin  the  work 
about  the  meeting  house  witli 

Feb.  27,  1726-7  [it  Ijeing  represented]  that  the  timber  and  Other  matt-rials  tltat 
the  Committy  had  Agreed  for  and  procured  over  did  the  Rate  of  th.ree  pence  on 
the  pound  Some  thing  Consider  Able  we  did  by  A  vote  A.^n-ee  to  add  three  pi.-nce 
on  the  pound  to  the  Rate  Granted  In  Decemljer  2(),  172o,  makeing  the  Rate  Six 
pence  on  the  pound,  the  town  Charge  for  the  year  172G  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
Six  penny  Rate. 

June  2d  1727  It  was  by  vote  Agreed  that  the  stakes  set  down  at  the  eu-t  End 
of  the  old  Meeting  house  shall  regulate  the  seting  of  the  new  Meeting  hou-.\  tlie 
Xorthwest  Corner  at  the  one  stake  and  the  South  west  Corner  att  the  other  .-r.iikc. 

At  the  same  meeting  it  was  by  vote  agreed  that  in  Laying  the  Sills  of  the 
fleeting  house  they  shall  he  laid  two  foot  from  the  Ground  on  tlie  highest  Gi-u'uid. 
and  the  stone  work  or  under  pining  to  lie  done  accordingly. 

March  1-3  1727-S  Lef  Timothy  Standly  Declairing  before  the  poprietors  [rucet- 
ing]  that  if  they  woidd  quietly  resign  A  Bacheldors  Lott  to  Him  belonging  to  hi- 
original  Propriety  which  he  had  been  Keept  out  of  he  woultl  make  Sale  of  It  and 
dedicate  the  money  there  of  to  the  building  the  meeting  house  we  are  now  atiout 
buil.'Ing.  where  upon  the  proprietors  did  by  their  vote  Declare  that  they  did 
resighn  the  above  sd  propriety  to  the  Slid  Lift  Timotliy  standly  he  dedicating  of 
It  to  the  use  aljove  sd. 

March  18th  172S  [1727-3]  the  Town  made  choise  of  ]Mr  Xathaniei  Arnold  and 
Stephen  Hopkins  to  cul  the  Shingles  that  have  been  Gott  bv  perticular  per-un--  to 
be  laid  on  the  Xew  meetinghouse — at  the  same  meeting  the  Town  made  choi-c  of 
Janies  Balding  with  them  to  the  same  work  of  culing  the  Sliingle-s. 

Jan  i:],  172S  [172>;-0]  the  Town  Granted  a  Rate  of  two  pence  on  the  p<ju!nl  on 
the  List  In  1728  to  be  Imployed  In  Carrying  on  the  work  uf  the  New  ^Icmng 
house 

Att  the  Same  fleeting  the  Town  by  Tote  agreed  that  the  Committe  f'»r  the 
Meeting  House  Shall  procure  the  under  flour  In  the  Meeting  House  to  be  L.ild 
Double 

Thus  tlie  work  went  I>nively  on.  It  was  a  great  enter] 'i-ir-e, 
and  drew  heavily  on  the  resources  of  the  people.  The  nece-- 
sarv  funds  were  raised  in  dilferent  ^^ays.  The  town  laid  raxi'-, 
as  wc  have  seen.    Individuals  made  donations.    Dea.  John 
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Stanley  (of  Farmington)  gave  eight  acres  of  land  in  the  serpes- 
ter,  and  the  proprietors  sold  some  of  the  cr)nnnnn  lands.  The 
avails  of  tlie  sale  of  wild  horses  were  set  a]>art  as  they  liad  l)een 
when  the  former  honse  was  built,  in  aid  of  the  work.  The  house, 
it  will  be  observed,  was  fifty  feet  by  forty,  or  of  that  bigness 
and  as  an  illustration  of  the  greatness  of  the  work,  as  compared 
with  the  imndjers  and  conse(piently  the  weakness  <:>f  the  people, 
it  has  been  said  that,  at  the  time  the  frame  was  raised,  the  en- 
tire population  of  the  town,  men,  won] en  and  children,  could 
have  found  seats  upon  its  sills.  This  saying  possibly  a  little  ex- 
aggerates the  truth  ;  for  "Waterbury  must  have  contained,  in 
1727,  more  than  three  hundred  souls. 

I  iind  in  Dea.  Thomas  Clark's  account  book,"  a  charge 
against  the  town  for  boording  Mr.  Thomas  Dutten  and  his 
prentic  from  ye  10  april  to  the  1:'^'  of  July  in  1729 — £'7,  16s.*' 
I  suspect,  but  do  not  know,  that  this  Mr.  Dutton  was  the  '*  ar- 
chitect "  of  the  ncAv  meeting  house  ;  that  he  was  of  'SYalling- 
ford,  and  the  father  of  Thomas  Dutton,  who  settled  in  "West- 
bury,  about  1757,  and  became  somewhat  celel>rated  as  a 
church  builder  and  wood  carver.  The  Waterbury  meeting- 
house, according  to  the  custom  of  the  times,  had  some  simple 
carved  work  in  the  interior.  There  is  a  brace  in  C.  D.  Kings- 
bury's barn,  over  the  nuxin  door,  which  tradition  says  was 
taken  from  the  old  house,  which  may  be  regai'ded  as  a  speci- 
Ui^^n  of  the  work  which  adorned  that  venerable  building,  -  It 
seems  entirely  sound. 

In  June,  1720,  the  new  meeting  hr»nse,  which  stood  close 
beside  the  old  one  and  east  of  it,  was  so  far  finished  that  it 
could  be  occupied.  It  then  became  necessary  for  the  town 
enter  upon  the  ditficult  and  delicate  lutsiness  of  "  seating''  the 
inhabitants.  This  seems  to  have  been  conducted  with  a  scru- 
pulous regard  to  the  dignity  of  individuals.  As  the  minister 
was  the  most  reverend  and  respectable  personage  in  the  com- 
munity, it  was  meet  that  he  and  his  family  should  l«e  first 
cared  f  ■>r.  The  result  is  recorded  by  himself  as  clerk — June 
30th,  1729,  the  Town  by  vote  gave  me,  John  Soutlimayd,  the 
Li]»erty  of  Chuseins:  a  seat  in  the  new  Meetincr-house,  and  I 


*  It  is  a  part  of  the  tradition  that  this  brace  was  a  part  of  the  Jird  meeting  house, 
had  some  reasou  to  fear,  however,  that  it  belonged  to  the  second. 
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made  clioisc  of  the  pew  next  the  pulpit  att  tlie  East  end  of  tlie 
pulpit  for  my  family  to  sit  in." 

It  was  then  voted  that  •*  the  men  should  sit  in  the  west  end 
and  the  women  in  the  east  end  of  the  new  meetini!;  hou-e/' 
and  that  "but  one  head  should  be  counted  in  a  man's  list," 
So  much  being  done,  the  meeting  adjourned  for  further  delii)- 
eration,  perhaps.  The  next  day,  July  1st,  after  deciding  that 
age  should  be  considered"  in  the  business  of  seating,  Good- 
man Andruss  and  his  wife,  Lieut.  Hopkins  and  his  v,-ife. 
Goodman  Barnes,  Serg.  L  pson,  Sen"^.  and  the  Widdow  porter 
were  voted  into  the  first  pew  att  the  west  end  of  the  pulpit." 
Andruss,  Hopkins,  Barnes  and  Upson  were,  at  the  time,  at 
an  advanced  age,  and  were  the  oldest  proprietors  and  earliest 
settlers  then  living  in  the  town.  They  were  the  surviving 
fathers  of  the  phmtation.  Hence  the  propriety  of  their  occu- 
pying this  high  position  in  the  new  house — a  place  next  in 
dignity  to  the  minister's.  '*  AViddow  porter"  was  the  widr.w 
of  Daniel  Porter,  lately  deceased,  one  of  the  original  thirty. 
To  Dr.  Warner,  now  somewhat  advanced  in  life,  was  assigned 
the  second  seat  from  the  pulpit,  on  the  men's  side. 

Having  thus  made  a  suitable  provision  for  dignity  and  age. 
it  was  in  order  to  look  after  the  people  at  large.  Having  con- 
cluded *•  that  all  the  males  of  sixteen  years  and  upward  slbuild 
be  seated,"  a  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Dca. 
Thomas  Clark,  Samuel  Hickox  and  Stephen  Kelsey,  to  dt'ter- 
mine  the  rank  of  the  pews  and  to  place  the  inhabitants  in 
them,  according  to  rule.  Tlie  rule  of  individual  rank  was 
founded  on  age  and  list,  as  on  former  occasions,  one  year  in.  age 
to  be  the  equivalent  of  forty  shillings  in  the  list.  In  making 
out  lists,  the  committee  were  directed  to  take  the  three  la-t,  *•  on 
which  the  tliree  rates  were  a'l'^^nted  for  the  buildini;'  of  tiie 
meeting  house." 

Xo  further  movement  appears  to  have  been  made  towards 
finishing  the  house  till  Dec.  1T30.  It  was  then  voted  b'  g'"> 
on  to  finish  the  meeting  house  galleries  within  six  months." 
A  year  afterwards,  "  a  rate  of  two  pence  on  the  pound  was 
granted  towards  defraying  the  charge  of  finishing  the  meetin.g 
house,  and  also  for  the  town  charge  of  .the  year  past." 

This  house  continued  the  place  of  worship  for  the  whole 
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town  till  IToS.  and  for  tlie  lirst  society  till  1795,  wlion  a  new 
house  was  erected.  Eepairs  were  made  from  time  to  time. 
In  1752,  the  town  voted  to  repair  the  meeting  house  by  hav- 
ing windows  in  front  of  twentv-four  squares  of  seven  by  nine, 
or  nine  by  ten,  with  window  frames."  The  old  windows  were 
to  be  used  for  tlie  ends  and  back  side.  In  1700,  those  who 
are  seated  in  the  seats  liad  ptjrmission,  at  their  own  ex- 
pense, to  turn  them  into  pews."  In  the  same  year,  I  tind  <  >n 
record  evidence  of  growing  relaxation  on  cpiestions  of  morality 
and  propriety.  In  December,  the  town  voted,  for  reasons  not 
given,  "  that  men  and  their  wives  may  be  seated  together  in 
the  pews 

It  was  not  customary  "  in  olden  time"  to  have  a  cbiuniey 
or  tire  in  the  meeting  house.  It  was  cold  sitting,  in  a  Avinter's 
day,  through  a  long  sermon,  l)ut  the  people  Avere  tough. 
Those  who  lived  at  too  great  a  distance  to  return  home  till  the 
day's  service  Avas  over,  would  resort,  in  the  intermission,  to 
the  nearer  neighbors.  As  society  advanced,  however,  the 
sabbath  day  house,"  so  called,  was  built.  There  the  more 
distant  inhabitants  repaired,  the  morning  service  over,  to  thaw 
their  frosty  lindjs  before  a  rousing  lire.  There  they  ate  the 
dinner  and  drank  the  cider  which  they  had  brought  from  home. 
The  first  notice  of  sabbath  day  houses  in  AYaterbury  is  in  1713. 

Decem])er  uf  that  year,  upon  motion  by  some  persons  for 
liberty  to  set  up  saboth  day  litmuses  in  the  liighway,  the  town 
appointed  a  cummittee  to  hear  the  reque.-t  and  appoint  what 
place  they  shall  build  on."  Xothing,  however,  a})pears  to 
have  been  done  at  this  time,  and  in  December,  1751, the 
town  gave  liberty  to  such  fai'mers  as  have  a  mind  to  build 
sabbath  day  houses  of  seting  them  in  the  highway  against  san- 
day  hollow,  on  the  north  side,  above  lliomas  Bron>on's." 
Tliey  were  allowed  ground  twelve  or  sixteen  feet  in  width, 
and  twenty  rods  long,  which  appears  to  have  been  irjipruved.^ 

*  The  subject  of  burying  yards  may  require  a  few  remarks.  The  old  yard  on  Grand  street  is 
not  mentioned  in  the  early  records  of  Waterlmry  now. in  existence,  except  inci<lental]y.  It  dates 
doubtless  from  the  beginning  of  the  settltment.  Thtre  the  dust  of  our  fathers  was  laid,  thougli 
no  monuments  identify  the  earlier  graves.  In  the  old  ground  (the  northwest  portion  of  the  pre- 
sent yard)  were  deposit  e<l  all  the  dead  of  the  town  till  17(i9. 

"  Apiill  11  1709  the  seelect  men  of  waterbury  with  tlie  presens  and  consentt  of  samll  hickox 
Layed  outt  and  sequestered  lialf  an  aour  of  land  of  saiii  hickox  one  the  southerd  tmi  of  a  hill  at 
judds  medow  cald  the  pii;[e]  hill  one  the  tst  side  the  riuer  between  thomas  judd  jur  \A<  land  for  a 
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Tlie  State's  coininittee  and  tlie  proprietors  of  tlie  town,  from 
time  to  time,  as  has  already  been  stated,  made  the  most  liberal 
provision  for  the  snpport  of  religion.  aSTotwithstanding  this,  it 
was  found,  after  Mr.  Soutlimayd's  settlement  in  1705,  that  thei'o 
was  no  adecpiate  fund  remaining.  One  £150  propriety  reserved 
in  the  beginning,  had  been  bestowed  on  Mr.  Peck.  A  like  pro- 
priety had  been  given  to  Mr.  Southmayd.  The  mistake  had 
been  made  of  mvin^-  to  the  minister,  instead  of  for  the  nse  of 
~the  minister.  Only  a  few  acres  of  land  had  been  granted  speciii- 
cally  for  this  last  object — a  house  lot  of  two  acres,  three  acres  in 
the  little  pasture,  and  iifreen  acres  on  Steel's  Brook.  Under  these 
circumstances,  and  to  provide  for  the  permanent  maintenance 
of  the  ministry,  the  proprietors  passed  this  vote  : 

Dt?e.  13,  1715.  It  was  agreed_,by  vote  that  in  the  division  now  to  be  laid  out, 
there  shall  be  a  division  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pound  propriety  laid  out  with  it 
to  be  disposed  of  by  the  town  for  the  encouragement  of  the  Gospel  in  the  town  of 
Waterbury. 

This  right  was  not  entitled  to  the  bachelor  accommoda- 
tions ;  and  yet  the  divisions  which,  at  ditierent  times,  have 
been  made  on  it,  have  amounted  to  many  hundred  acres,  the 
income  of  which,  had  the  land  been  well  selected,  would  have 
sup2)orted]several  ministers.  But  the  benevolent  intentions  of 
our  ancestors  were  defeated.  The  lands  designed  to  have  been 
kept  sacred  for  the  maintenance  of  religious  institutions  have, 
with  a  single  small  exception,  disappeared,  as  have  the  moneys 
derived  from  their  sale.  Soon  after  Westl:)ury  and  Xorthl)urv 
were  set  off  as  distinct  societies,  dissensions  began  to  ]»revail; 
the  people  grew  careless  of  their  permanent  interests ;  ami  the 


burying  plas  for  tliat  part  of  sad  to'rvn  or  any  other  as  ?hall  se  cm  to  inak  u.>e  of  it  for  sad  u.se 
thaer  one  sad  day  the  s\-ife  of  danell  warner  was  baryd:  layd  out  by  us  with  consent  of  the 
naburhood. 

Thomas  Jtdd  snr  )  ^.  ^  ^ 
STKL-KX  upsoa        f^^'^iect  ruen. 

This  ground  ii  on  the  hill  on  the  east  side  of  the  present  New  Haven  road,  a  little  above  the 
bridge  in  Naugatuck.  When  the  writer  was  a  boy,  the  earth  often  gave  way  on  the  precipitous 
western  bank,  carrying  the  exposed  bones  far  down  the  hill  towards  the  road. 

In  December,  1734,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  purchase  at  town  cost  half  an  acre  of  land 
cut  eastward  near  Joseph  Atkins  for  a  burying  yard."  This  was  ou  the  Farmingtou  road,  and 
is,  I  suppose,  the  yard  now  used  in  East  Farms  district. 

Iq  17;36>  March  2d,  the  town  bought  for  fifty  shilling?,  of  Elnathaa  Taylor,  "one  acre  and 
fifty  two  rods  up  the  river  ['  at  Northeud,'  ©r  Northbury]  on  a  plain  by  his  house,  or  a  little 
northward  of  it,  and  north  of  Twitch  Grass  Brook,  a  triangle  piece,  bounded  east  on  hi.'tiway. 
west  on  Joseph  Gillet's  land,  south  on  common  land" — "for  a  Burying  Place  to  be  3e<iuestered 
and  set  apart  for  that  use  " — "  to  bury  their  dead  in  as  they  have  occasion." 
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town,  in  town  meeting,  decided,  Jan.  7,  1739-40,  "  after  a  long- 
discussion  and  mncli  opposition/'  to  sell  tlie  ministerial  estate 
growing  out  of  tlie  grant  of  1715,  (as  it  had  authority  to  do,) 
"  taking  mortgages  f'^tr  the  principal  and  bonds  for  the  inter- 
est." It  was  designed  to  distribute  the  avails  among  the  ditier- 
ent  societies.  A  portion  of  the  land  was  sokl  by  a  special 
committee  (of  the  tovv-n) — Samuel  Hickox,  Timothy  H( :»pkin3 
and  Jolm  Bronson — as  early  as  Jan.  21,  1739-1:0.  Other 
jueces  were  disposed  of  soon  after,  the  purchaser  giving  se- 
curity for  principal  and  interest  yearly  at  some  set  time,  either 
by  surety  or  land.''  Mr.  Southmavd,  the  town  treasurer,  was 
chosen  to  have  the  custody  of  tlie  notes  and  bonds  taken  in 
payment,  and  to  deliver  the  same  to  the  several  societies' 
committees  when  orderly  called  for,"  and  said  committees 
were  authorized  "  to  sue  out  the  notes  and  bonds  of  particular 
persons,  if  there  be  occasion."  The  special  committee  was  also 
directed  to  make  sale  of  the  remainder  of  the  [ministry] 
land,  if  under  circumstances  that  it  may  be  sold."  At  the 
next  meeting,  held  llarch  30th,  1741,  it  was  agreed  that  "the 
ministry  land  secjuestered  by  the  grand  committee  might  be 
sold  and  the  use  of  the  money  be  to  the  use  of  the  ministry  in 
Waterbury."  This  land,  consisting  of  the  three  pieces  al- 
ready referred  to,  the  town,  it  is  believed,  had  no  control 
over.  It  could  not  be  sold  by  the  terms  of  the  grant.  It 
was  to  "remain  for  the  use,  occupatic>n  and  improvement  of 
the  ministry  of  the  town  forever,  without  any  alteration  or 
disposal,  [or  other]  use  or  improvement  whatsoever."  iSTothing^ 
however,  now  remains,  with  the  exception  of  the  little  pas- 
ture," (the  parsonage  lot  of  the  First  Congregational  Society  ;) 
and  how  this  happens  to  have  been  preserved  is  a  marvel. 
In  December,  175<3,  after  it  had  been  set  at  liberty  by  Mr. 
Southmayd's  death,  the  proprietors  voted  that  it  shouhl  bo 
for  the  use  of  the  several  schools  in  the  town  of  A\"aterbury,  to 
l)e  disposed  of  as  the  other  school  lands  heretofore  hath  been." 
l^ext  the  town  concluded  to  try  its  hand.  In  December, 
1757,  it  "voted  tliat  y-  select  men  shall  rent  it  [the  little  pas- 
ture] out  for  y*^  insuing  year  and  pat  y*^  money  into  y-  tr.twn 
treasury."  But  neither  the  proprietors  nor  the  town  could 
j3roperly  have  any  voice  in  the  matter.    Much  less  could  they 


HISTORY  OF  ^VATERCURY. 


divert  it  from  its  original  purpose.  The  land  was  given  by 
tbe  colonial  government  by  its  committee,  and  the  grant, 
along  with  others  nnide  for  public  and  pious  uses,**  had  be<'n 
ratified  and  made  perpetual  by  the  action  of  the  General 
Court. 

Again,  in  ISil,  Avlien  the  funds  witli  which  the  society  was 
to  pay  for  the  fourth  new  meeting  house  were  not  tbrthcoin- 
ing,  the  committee  who  had  charge  of  the  business  prop'.'Sci 
to  sell  the  parsonage  lot.  Bennet  Bronson  objected  to  this,  aiul 
stated  that  the  property  could  not  be  sold  by  the  terms  of  tlie 
gift.  lie,  however,  saw  no  objection  to  leasing  the  land  tor  a 
series  of  years,  by  which  an  amount  approaching  its  cash  v;ihu^ 
might  be  secured  for  the  treasury,  and  oliered  himself  to  take  a 
lease  for  twenty  years,  paying  for  the  tame  three  hundi'ed  and 
forty-four  dollars.  The  proposition  was  accepted.  ~\Vlien  tlw.' 
lease  had  run  about  eight  years,  ^Iv.  Bronson  died,  when,  by 
direction  of  his  will,  the  little  pasture  returned  to  the  s<:*ciety. 
worth,  from  good  husbandry,  and  the  rise  of  lands  in  the  neigii- 
borhood,  many  fold  what  it  was  when  it  went  into  his  p..^>r-- 
sion.  ]\Iay  it  remain  for  the  use  originally  designed,  '-witli- 
out  any  alteration  or  disposal,'*  forever.'-^ 

The  friends  of  the  Church  of  England  attempted,  at  an  erirly 
period,  to  obtain  their  proportion  of  the  ministerial  land>,  t.r 
of  the  moneys  arising  from  their  sale.  The  town,  however,  t'  "  'k 
upon  itself  the  business  of  distributing  these  funds,  and  the 
Episcopalians  appear  to  have  been  out-voted  in  town  meetirig. 
In  December,  IToo,  the  town  appointed  Thonnis  Matthew.-. 
John  AVelton,  Samuel  Hickox,  Jr.,  Abraham  Tlickox  and 
David,.  AYarncr,  a  ''committee  to  examine  the  recor<ls  con- 
sarning  the  ministerial  lands  and  moneys,  and  nnd^^e  rep<irr 
an  adjourned  meeting  but  at  the  next  meeting,  in  Febni:  ry, 
a  proposition  to  hear  the  report  was  *"  answered  in  the  nega- 
tive." But  in  1770,  the  strength  of  the  new  sect  was  mueh 
auixmented.  Thev  had  become  numerous  in  X<:>rthburv,  A\  e-t- 
bury  and  in  all  parts  of  the  town.  In  this  year,  by  uniting  tiiem- 

*  Since  the  above  was  written,  the  land  in  qvie-tion,  all  but  a  fraciiou,  ha?  been  an  l 

propriated,  under  its  charter,  by  the  Hartford,  Providence  and  Fishkiil  Railroa<l  Co.  Fur  ;.i"..;t 
three  quarters  of  it  the  company  paid  the  society  six  thousand  dollars.  The  mont?y  thU'*  cii- 
tained  has  been  invested  in  a  house  and  lot  on  Leavenworth  street,  for  a  parsoaag-?,  now  im- 
proved by  the  pastor,  Rev.  Mr.  WoodTvorth, 
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Selves  witli  the  friends  of  an  equal  distribution  of  all  tlie  scLool 
moneys  to  all  the  societies  of  the  town,  thevAvere  ahle  to  cuni- 
mand  a  majority  of  the  votes.  A  sort  of  ''omnibus  bill''  yas 
framed,  which  was  passed  March  lilih,  1770.  It  embraced,  the 
two  objects  to  which  reference  has  been  made.  That  part  of 
it  which  relates  mure  particularly  to  the  ministerial  funds  is 
as  follows  : 

And  whereas,  likewise,  there  are  certain  moneys  in  tlie  abovcsaid  town  appro- 
priated to  the  support  of  the  gospel  arising  from  the  sale  of  lands  given  by  tlie 
proprietors,  at  their  meeting  Dee.  15,  1715,  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  town  for  the 
j'urpose  above  sd,  and  the  church  of  England  claiming  their  e(iual  proportion  of 
tlie  same,  the  town,  at  their  jn^esent  meeting,  taking  into  con.-ideration  the  above 
sd  claims  with  respect  to  the  ministerial  and  school  money,  agree  by  vote  that 
tlie  above  sd  moneys  be  forever  hereafter  divided  according  to  the  above  sd  elairus, 
aiid  that  the  societies  and  parts  of  societies  that  .-hall  hereafter  be  made  ^riiLill  be 
entiiled  to  a  like  privilege. 

Against  this  entire  vote,  the  committees  (scliool  and  eccle- 
siastical) of  the  lirst  society  protested.  The  school  committee's 
protest  will  be  found  in  another  place.  That  of  the  society's 
committee  runs  in  this  wise  : 

Whereas  the  town  of  Waterbury  formerly  (when  consisting  of  but  one  ecclesias- 
tical society)  was  possessed  of  certain  large  quantities  of  lands  devoted  to  the  use  of 
tiie  nnnisiry  in  the  same.  And  wliereas,  since  the  sd  town  In.s  been  divided  into 
several  ecclesiastical  societies,  the  inhabitants  of  sd  societies  convened  in  a  town 
meeting  did  formerly  undertake  by  their  votes  to  sell  part  of  the  sd  lands,  and  to 
divide  tlie  intere>t  of  the  moneys  raic^ed  thereby  to  and  amongst  sd  societies — 
And  now  the  said  iidiabitants  have  af-o  voted  tliat  a  certain  party  called  the 
c-iurch  of  England,  (which  liad  no  existence  in  sd  town  when  sd  lands  Avas  granted 
to  the  use  of  the  ministry  therein,)  shall  have  their  equal  proportion  of 
money.s,  all  which  votes  are  an  atiVingement  on  the  property  of  the  first  society  of 
sd  "Waterbury  and  contrary  to  the  laws  of  this  Colony  Therefoie  we  the  sub- 
scribers, society's  committee  in  sd  first  society,  do  enter  this  our  protest  m.ore  es- 
peeially  against  the  last  of  the  aliove  sd  votes  made  this  day,  as  it  is  also  against  law 
and  equity  and  the  most  important  rites  and  interest  of  this  society  and  again-t  the 
common  senoe  and  practice  of  m.ankind,  and  request  the  same  mav  be  recorded  in 
the  otHce  of  the  town  clerk  in  sd  Waterbury.    Dated  ^^fareh  1-j,  1770. 

(Signed)  Andrew  Bronson,  Joseph  Hopkins,  Ashbel  Porter,  Dan.  Welton, 
Ezra  Bronson,  society's  committee  of  tlie  first  society  of  Waterbury. 

In  the  spring  of  the  following  year,  (1771,)  the  iirst  society, 
by  its  agents,  Joseph  Hopkins  and  Ezra  Bronson,  petitioned  the 
Assembly  fur  relief.  They  saitl  tliat  all  the  ministerial  lands 
had  been  sold,  except  the  little  pasture,  for  £303,  lis.  Gd. 
— that  the  intere-^t  had  been  divided  amon2'  the  several  par- 
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troversj,''  witli  fall  power  to  relinqnisli  sucli  part  of  our 
claim  to  said  property  as  tliey  sliall  judge  prudent, ''or  to  agree 
to  leave  the  cpiestiou  to  referees,  or  arbitrators. 

In  April  following,  the  committee  reported  that  they  could 
not  agree,  each  party  thinking  right  was  on  its  side.  In  De- 
cember, 1T8S,  a  vote  was  taken  and  passed  to  choose  a  comniit- 
tee  '-to  negotiate  the  matter  with  AVatertown,"  and  to  settle 
it  in  such  manner  as  they  might  think  prudent,  p/W^dcd 
they  could  obtain  tavorable  terms,  6zc. 

AVhen  Farmingbury  came  to  apply  for  town  privileges,  in 
17S7  and  subsequently,  the  people  of  the  old  town  took  the 
same  position  as  tliey  did  in  the  case  of  AYestbury  and  Xorth- 
bury,  and  were  mot  by  the  same  opposition. 

In  October,  1792,  pending  an  application  to  the  General  As- 
semldy  for  an  act  of  incorporation,  the  town  voted  that  if  the 
Society  of  Farmingljury  would  within  eight  days  give  the  old 
town  "a  legal  acrpiittance  of  all  their  right  in  the  pubhc  min- 
isterial and  school  moneys  and  r>ther  property,''  c\:c.,  tlicn  the 
tuwn  would  not  appear  against  the  memorial  ot  Farming])ury. 


CHAP  TEE  XY. 

SCHOOLS. 

CoNXECTicuT  has  been  long  distinguished  for  its  common 
scliools.  The  Code  of  Laws  established  by  the  General  Court 
in  1050  recognized  their  importance. 

It  bring  one  chiefe  project  of  that  old  deluder  Sathau  [says  this  Code]  to  k^epc 
men  from  a  knowledge  of  the  scriptures,  as  in  former  times  keeping  them  in  an  un- 
knowne  tongue,  so  in  the  latter  times  by  perswuding  them  from  the  u^e  of 
Tongues,  so  that  at  least  the  true  seuce  and  meaning  of  the  originall  migli*  I'ee 
clou<h'  1  with  false  glosses  of  saint  seeming  deeeiuers  ;  and  that  learning  may  not 
bee  buried  in  the  graue  of  o""  Forefathers,  in  Cliurch  and  Common  wealth,  the  Lord 
a— isting  our  endeauors — It  is  there  fore  ordered  by  this  Courte  that  cuery  To-.vg- 
^-hipp  [ic.]— [Trumbull's  Col.  Records,  Vol.  I,  p.  554.] 


HISTORY  OF  ^VATERBUEY. 


troversy.''  witli  full  power  to  relinrjuisli  siicli  part  of  our 
claim  to  said  property  a?  they  shall  judge  prudent, ''or  to  agree 
to  leave  the  rpiesti':'ii  to  referees,  or  arbitrators. 

lu  April  following,  the  comrnittee  reported  that  they  cuuld 
not  agree,  each  party  thinking  right  was  on  its  side.  In  De- 
cember, 17SS,  a  vote  was  taken  and  passed  to  chc'ose  a  coramit- 
tee  **'to  negotiate  the  matter  with  Watertown,"  and  to  settle 
it  in  such  manner  as  they  m'glit  think  prudent,  procid'-d 
tiiey  could  obtain  tavorahle  terms,  d:c. 

AVhen  Farmingbury  came  to  apply  f:>r  town  privileges,  in 
ITS 7  and  subserpuently,  the  people  of  the  old  tov\-n  touk  the 
same  position  as  tliey  did  in  the  case  of  AVestbury  and  Xorth- 
bury,  an<l  were  met  by  the  same  opposition. 

In.  October.  1792,  pending  an  application  to  the  General  As- 
sembly for  an  act  of  incorporation,  the  town  voted  that  if  the 
society'  of  Farmingbury  would  within  eight  days  give  the  old 
town  a  legal  acrpiittance  of  all  their  right  in  the  public  min- 
isterial and  school  moneys  and  other  property,"  occ,  then  the 
town  would  not  appear  against  the  memorial  of  Farmingbury. 


C  II  A  P  T  E  r.    X  T. 

SCHOOL.-. 

CoxxECTTcuT  has  been  long  distinguished  for  its  common 
scliools.  The  Code  of  Laws  established  by  the  General  C^jurr 
in  1650  recognized  their  importance. 

It  bvln^r  one  chiefe  prrject  of  that  old  delu'Ier  Sathan  [says  thLs  Code]  to  k:-epe 
mc-ri  from  a  knowledge  of  the  scriptures,  as  ia  former  times  keeping  tuem  in  an  un- 
kr.o«'ae  toayue.  so  in  the  latter  times  by  perswadln;;  them  from  the  u-e  of 
Tongues,  50  that  at  least  the  true  sence  and  meaning  of  the  original!  might  bee 
cloude  i  with  false  glosses  of  saint  seeming  deceiuers  ;  and  that  learning  may  not 
bee  buried  in  the  graue  of  o'"  Forefathers,  in  Church  and  Common  wealth,  the  Lord 
a><Uting  our  endeauors — It  is  there  fore  ordered  by  this  Courte  that  euery  To^n- 
shipp  [vkc.j — [Trumbull's  Col.  Eocords,  Vol.  I,  p.  5.54.] 
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The  grand  committee,  when  they  reserved  the  three  great 
L)ts,"  doubtless  had  reference  to  the  interests  of  educatic^n.  I 
do  not  hnd,  however,  the  school  lot  particularly  mentioned  in 
any  of  their  proceedings.  It  woukl  seem  that  the  pr(»prietr>rs 
were  allowed  some  discretion  in  tlie  disposition  of  at  least  two 
of  the  lots  in  question.  When  Mr.  Peck  came  to  be  SL'rtle<l, 
as  an  inducement,  one  of  the  £150  proprieties  was  divided, 
ecpially,  I  suppose,  (in  1790,)  between  Jeremiah  Peck,  Jr.,  and 
"  tlie  schooh"''^  In  doing  tliis,  the  proprietors  doubtless 
thought  they  were  securing  the  "  public  and  pious"  ends  con- 
templated by  the  committee. 

Tliere  is  nothing  to  show  when  schools  were  first  set  up  in 
Waterbury.  A  statute,  however,  recpiired  that  every  Town 
having  a  less  number  of  Householders  than  seventy  shall 
1  early  from  Year  to  Year  be  provided  of  a  sufficient  school- 
master, to  teach  Children  and  Youth  to  Write  and  Pea<l  for 
one  half  of  the  year,"  and  "  that  each  Town  shall  annually  pay 
Forty  Sklllings  for  every  Thousand  Pounds  in  their  ropec- 
tive  Country  Lists,  towards  the  Maintenance  of  the  School 
Master  in  the  Town,"  itc.  The  earliest  town  record,  on  the 
subject  of  schools,  bears  the  date  of  IGOS.    Here  it  is  : 

Decembr:  I9d  16'J8  y®  town  granted  S^s  with  y«  last  veirs  rent  of  y«  s^owU 
land  for  y«  incuragment  of  a  scoll  for  four  moneths  or  longer  if  it  can  be  obtayncil 
and  deacen  Thomas  Judd  Ensign  Standly  k  John  hopkins  was  chosen  a  euiumitty 
to  endeuiour  to  procure  one  to  keep  scool  to  teach  in  righting  as  well  as  rt,'a<ling 

[The  first  volume  of  the  record  of  town  meetings  commences  with  the  date  uf 
the  above  entry,  and  with  page  9Sth,  the  paging  being  continued,  probably,  from 
some  former  book.  Whether  any  separate  record  of  the  proper  business  of  town 
meetings  was  made  previous  to  this  time  is  not  quite  certain.] 

The  extracts  below  show  \\  hat  was  done  by  the  town,  from 
year  to  year,  on  this  subject : 

December:  18d:  1G99  y«  town  granted  30  shiHng  and  y®  scoal  money  for  y« 
incuragment  of  a  scoal  for  three  moneths 

John  hopkins  benjamui  barns  and  Stephen  ubson  was  chosen  a  commity  to  liyre 
a  scoal  master  for  three  moneths  if  they  can 

Decembr:  21:  llOl:  benjamin  barns  senor  and  Stephen  ubson  senr  was  chosen 
a  committy  to  hyr  a  scoolmaster  for  to  keep  scoal  for  thre  moneths 

Att  y«  same  meeting  John  Richards  and  John  judd  was  chosen  a  comniitty  to 


*  This  appears,  not  from  record,  but  from  a  petition  to  the  General  Assembly,  April,  1771 , 
signed  by  the  society's  comiiiittee,  in  reference  to  the  ministerial  moneys.  In  the  earlier  diviiions 
offence,  the  three  reserved  proprieties  were  entered  as  "great  lots." 
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hire  a  scoal  dame  for  to  keep  sooal  in  y-  sunier  and  for  cud  to  make  use  of  '.vhat 
money  shall  be  left  y'  is  due  to  y^  scool  for  y«  scoll  land  after  y^  scool  ma.ster  i.5  payd 

[Dee.  5,  ITO-t]  serg.  Isaac  brunson  and  benjamin  berns  senr  \vas  chosen  seool 
com^ity  to  hire  a  scoolmaster  to  instruct  in  wrig'hting  and  reeding  as  long  as  they 
can  and  to  hane  what  y^  country  .a  lows  for  y'  end  and  to  hire  a  scoal  danic  to 
teach  scool  in  y^  sumer  and  for  y'  scool  to  let  ye  scoll  land  at  sum  publick  meeting 
to  bo  improued  for  y^  sumer  scool  [i-l'c.] 

[Dec.  9,  17uC>]  docf  porter  and  iohn  Richards  was  chosen  scool  com'~'t  to  hire 
a  scool  master  for  three  moueths  and  a  scoal  dame  for  y«  sum~r  as  fare  as  y® 
scool  money  will  go 

[Dec.  8,  IToT]  Stephen  up-^on  sen  and  johu  scouiil  and  John  Richason  wer  cliosn 
comiri  to  se  after  the  buldiug  a  scool  hous  which  the  town  by  uoat  pased  to  be 
bult  and  the  sd  hous  is  to  be  bult  fourteen  foot  wide  and  sixteecn  in  length 

Desemljcr  28  1100  [the  same  persons]  ware  chosen  a  commity  to  cary  on  the 
work  of  balding  a  scoull  hous  in  said  town 

Falji'v  il'i  17n9-10  Thomas  hickox  was  chosen  a  comity  ^'ith  dauid  scott  and 
Richard  porter  formerly  chosen  for  this  year  for  to  hire  a  scool  master  to  tech 
scoull  and  a  dam  if  need  be 

October  ye  IS  1720  it  was  agreed  by  uote  that  thay  would  haue  a  rate  of  twcluo 
pound  for  the  riging  up  the  scoll  hous  and  other  charge  in  the  town  so  far  as  it  will  go 

Tliare  was  chosan  for  comety  to  see  that  the  scol  hous  be  dun  and  rcpared 
dauid' Scott  ser  thomas  brunson  and  Stephen  hopkins 

10  December  1723.  It  was  Acted  that  the  School  Committe  Shall  yearly  De- 
mand the  Country  money  [the  money  required  to  be  raised  by  the  colony  law  y] 
And  the  iloney  that  the  School  Land  was  Let  for  and  pay  the  School  And  yearly 
Give  an  Account  at  our  great  town  Meeting  of  their  Receivings  and  Disbursements 
and  their  account  Shall  be  Recorded. 

The  School  Committe  for  17 2o  which  was  Thomas  Ilikcox  and  Thomas  Broun- 
son  laid  y  accounts  before  the  town  that  their  Receivings  were  6 — 9 — ■)  and 
tlK-ir  Di.-bursements  to  the  school  C — 'J — 0  and  that  there  was  coming  to  the  town 
25  sliiUings  in  Doc.  Worncrs  hand  and  seven  and  six  pence  in  Richard  weltons 
hand  for  school  land  let  to  them. 

These  votes  an<l  memoranda  of  tlie  town  clerk  prove  tlie 
earnest  endeavoi^  of  tlie  early  people  of  Waterburv,  in  a  time 
of  great  embarrassment,  to  provide  the  means  of  an  elementary 
education  for  the  young.  Though  they  appeared  not  to  do  as 
mucli,  in  every  case,  as  the  statute  re(:|uired,  they  doubtless 
did  all  that  their  circumstances  permitted. 

It  is  impossiljle  to  ascertain  Avho  were  tlie  early  schoolmas- 
ters and  school  dames of  Waterbury.  There  is  rea.-r.ii, 
however,  to  believe  that  Thomas  Judd,  Jr.,  taught  a  school 
ijefore  he  removed  to  Farmington,  (early  in  1709,)  as  lias  al- 
ready been  suggested. 

¥ov  more  than  forty  years  after  Waterbury  was  settled,  there 
seems  to  have  been  no  school  in  the  town  except  at  the  cenior, 
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and  no  school  house  except  the  small  one  sixteen  feet  hy  ioiir- 
teen,  first  occupied,  probably,  in  ITlU.  There  a  school  was 
taught  by  a  schoolmaster  for  three  or  fonr  months  dnring  the 
cold  season  of  each  year,  and  by  a  school  dame,"  "  if  need 
be,"  and  one  was  to  be  had,  in  the  sunnner.  Thns  our  fathers 
got  the  little  schooling  they  possessed.  Thus  are  accounted 
for  their  literary  infirmities.  They  were  rough  farmers  living 
in  a  rough  country  and  in  a  rough  age.  They  were  skillful  in 
cliopping,  grnbbing,  hoeing  and  •*  moin,"  bnt  had  little  leisure 
or  taste  for  letters.  Tliey  had  not,  for  a  long  time,  what  may 
be  called  an  educated  man  among  them,  except  their  minis- 
ters. Thev  fnrnished  no  s^raduate  of  colleire  for  the  first  f:>rty 
years,  and  no  graduate  settled  in  the  town  for  the  first  sixty- 
three  years. 

After  the  popnlation  of  the  town  had  extended  from  the  cen- 
ter in  difierent  directions,  each  neighborhood  that  would  keep 
up  a  school,'and  had  a  sufficient  number  of  scholars,  was  allow- 
ed a  proportion  of  the  school  money.  The  first  notice  of  these 
outside  schools  is  in  1730  : 

[Dec.  U,  17301  It  was  Agreed  hy  Vote  tliat  at  Judd>  Mt?adow  AccordiP^:  to 
their  families  tliey  Shall  luive  their  School  Money  According  to  their  li>t — And 
Wester  Swamp  and  Bucks  Hill  Shall  have  the  same  privillidge  providLMl  Each 
party  Keep  and  Maintain  A  school  according  to  the  Intent  of  the  Law  In  that 
Case. 

[Then  follow  lists  of  families  at  these  several  places.  It  will  be  noticed  that 
Isaac  Bronson  is^placed  with  the  Judd's  Meadow  people.] 

Families  at  Jwhrs  Jfcadow : — Serg.  Joseph  Lewis,  Saml.  Scott,  John  Andruss, 
Jos.  Lewis,  Jr.,  Edmund  Scott,  Jr.,  John  Barnes,  SamL  Barnes,  John  Johnson, 
James  Brown,  Ebenezer  Hickox,  Saml.  "Warner,  Sen.,  Saml.  Warner,  Jr.,  I-nac 
Bronson.  At  Woster  Siran-ip : — Jonathan  Scott,  Sen.,  Jonathan  Scott,  Jr.,  Ger- 
shom  Scott,  David  Scott,  Samuel  Thomas,  Elienezer  Warner,  Ebenezer  Richason, 
Doct.  John  Warner,  Geo.  Welton.  Jas.  Williams,  Jos.  Xichols,  Jona.  Kelsey.  Abra- 
ham Utter,  John  Sutlitf,  Isaac  Castle,  Jos.  Hurlbut,  Henry  Cook,  At  B>i':ks- 
hUl : — Serg.  Bichard  Welton,  Richard  Welton,  Jr.,  Benj.  Worucr,  John  W(jrnor, 
Obadiah  Worner,  Joseph  Judd,  Wm.  Scott. 

Dee.  10,  173-1  Voted  that  A  School  be  keep  by  A  Scliool  }>Iaster  the  Whole 
year  Following  As  the  Law  Directs  beginning  In  January  Xext  and  to  Be  Keep 
Seven  Months  In  the  Town  spot  And  Nine  Weeks  In  the  Xorth  west  farms 
[Wooster  Swamp]  And  Seven  Weeks  in  the  South  farms  [Judd's  Meadow]  [.rovi- 
ded  that  there  be  not  less  than  Seven  Scholers  In  the  School  And  If  they  i';iil  In 
Any  part  of  the  Town  the  >[oney  to  Go  to  those  parts  of  the  Town  that  ,M;ii;itain 
the  School  With  Scholars, 

In  1717,  an  amended  school  law  was  passed,  rcrpiiring  each 
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town  in  tlie  Colony  having  seventy  families  to  maintain  a 
scliool  at  least  eleven  months  in  a  year.  Tlie  above  vote  is 
tlie  tirst  indication  that  tlie  families  in  AYaterhnry  had  reached 
that  numberj  bringing  them  within  the  provisions  of  tlie  law. 

Decern'"  1-2'^  1737  It  was  voted  that  [the  School  for  the  year  ensuing  shall  be 
keept  twenty  one  weeks  in  the  town  spott  and  twelve  weeks  at  "Woster  Society 
and  six  weeks  up  the  river  and  six  weeks  att  Judd's  ^ileadow  and  also  three  weeks 
att  Bucks  ITill  ou  such  Conditions  that  said  schools  shall  maintain  seven  Scholers 
at  each  School. 

It  seems  intended  in  this  vote  to  proportion  the  nnmber  of 
weeks  which  the  school  was  to  Ije  maintained,  in  these  several 
places,  to  the  number  of  scholars  to  be  accommodated  in  each. 
Tlie  same  schoolmaster  usually  taught  all  the  schools,  going 
from  place  to  place. 

After  a  new  meeting  house  had  been  erected,  it  was  ascer- 
tained tliat  the  old  school  house  Avas  not  in  keeping  with 
the  other  improvements  on  the  green.  A  movement  was 
made  in  Feb.  1730-31,  designed  to  secure  a  new  school  house 
of  increased  dimensions  and  improved  style.  But  the  pro- 
ject was  promptly  voted  down  in  town  meeting.  Tlie  people 
-were  not  disposed  to  enter  into  new  enterprises  involving  ex- 
pense. In  December  following,  however,  they  changed  their 
minds,  and  voted  to  build  a  school  house  of  twenty  foot 
srpiare  on  the  meeting  house  green."  They  changed  again  on 
tlie  twelfth  of  December,  1732,  and  ''concluded  that  they 
would  not  build  a  school  house.''  At  the  same  time  they  "al- 
lowed the  cliarge  of  hve  pounds  9  sliillings  and  sixpence,  fur 
gcting  and  drawing  tindjer  for  the  school  house,  the  timber 
to  be  the  towns."  We  hear  nothing  more  of  the  enterprise 
till  December,  1713,  v/hen  the  town  '•  granted  liberty  to  set  a 
scliool  house  where  the  old  house  stood."  Each  school  dis- 
trict or  society  built  its  own  house. 

In  December,  173S,  a  vote  was  passed  to  divide  the  school 
moneys  among  the  dilierent  societies  according  to  their  lists 
of  estate."  In  December,  1719,  the  first  society  of  TTaterbury 
was  divided  into  four  districts  for  school  purposes,  to  wit, 
Tuwn  Plot,  (town  center,)  Buckshill,  Judd's  Mea<]ow  and 
Breakneck,  each  (provided  fifteen  scholars  were  furnij^liL-d)  to 
have  its  proportion  of  schooling  and  school  money. 
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Tlie  school  lands  wliieli  came  from  the  half  of  the  £1 50 
l^roprietv  were  at  first  rented.  The  rents  were  considered  as 
at  the  disposal  of  the  town,  Tliev  were  appropriated,  for  a 
tiDie,  to  various  puhlic  ol  jects,  besides  the  maintenance  of 
schools,  without  apparently  any  show  of  right.  I  C'Lserve, 
however,  no  instance  of  such  misappropriation  after  ITli. 

The  renting  of  the  school  lands,  the  repair  of  tlie  fences,  and 
the  care  of  them  generally,  occasioned  much  trouljle  and  some 
loss.  A  committee  was  therefore  appointed,  in  1734,  to  devise 
a  plan  for  the  legal  and  proper  disposal  of  these  lands.  Tliev 
reported  Dec.  10th,  and  recommended 

That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  make  Sale  of  All  the  School  Land  and  pro- 
priety belonging  to  the  Same  And  that  sd  Committee  make  Sale  of  all  the  ireadcv 
Lotts  to  the  Highest  Bider  att  Some  public  time  and  that  sd  Committee  be  Impow- 
ered  to  Give  Deeds  to  Such  persons  as  Shall  Cive  most  for  sd  Lotts  and  out  Lands 
which  Deeds  Shall  be  held  Good  to  the  Grantee  for  the  term  of  Xine  Hundred 
Ninety  Xine  years  and  that  the  buyer  Sliall  pay  the  Money  Down  or  mort^^'age 
Lands  for  the  Security  of  tlie  principle  and  Give  bonds  yearly  for  the  luteresc  of 
such  Sums  as  he  Shall  Give  for  Such  perticular  Lands  as  he  Shall  So  buy  and  that 
the  sd  Committee  Shall  Have  A  Seasonable  time  to  [dispose  of]  the  propriety  and 
the  Lands  that  are  to  be  Laid  out  on  Sd  Right  and  it  is  to  be  imderstood  that  the 
out  Lands  Is  not  to  be  Sold  att  a  vandue  but  to  be  Sold  to  the  best  Chap  that  Said 
Committee  Can  find  and  that  the  uses  of  the  money  which  the  Above  Sd  Lands 
Shall  Fetch  Shall  be  Converted  to  the  use  of  the  School  in  Sd  Town  for  the  Sidd 
Term  of  Xine  Hundred  and  Xinety  Xine  years. 

[Signed]  Joseph  Lewis,  William  Judd,  Sam> '  Hikcox,  Committee. 

The  Above  Written  Bill  was  past  into  a  Vote. 

The  sales  commenced  almost  immediately.  JohnBronson, 
Jr.,  Louglit  the  school  and  in  Bucks  Meadow  for  40s.  and  one 
penny  per  acre.  Tliree  and  a  lialf  acres  at  Long  Meadow 
brought  £14, 13s.,  Xathan  Beard  being  the  purchaser.  Many 
parcels  of  divided  lands  not  taken  up  were  sold,  at  different 
times,  for  ten  sliillings  an  acre.  Tlie  money  obtained  from  the 
sale  of  these  lands  was  to  be  managed  by  the  school  commit- 
tee, who  were  to  put  it  out  at  interest, taking  m.ortgage  se- 
curity from  time  to  time."  Dec.  11,  1T3S,  a  vote  was  pa-rsed 
to  associate  tlie  town  clerk  for  the  time  being with  t'he 
committee  in  the  management  of  these  moneys.  At  the  same 
time  the  town  by  vote  directed  that  the  receipts  from  the  fund 
should  be  distributed  annually  among  the  difierent  societies, 
according  to  their  several  lists  of  estate. 
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In  settling  tlie  claims  of  tlie  Hartford  and  ^Vindsor  proprie- 
tors to  tlie  lands  in  Litcliiield  Connty,  the  Colony  oLtained  the 
quiet  possession  of  seven  tovrnsliips  in  the  western  part  of  tlie 
County — Norfolk,  Goshen,  Canaan,  Cornwall.  Kent,  Salis- 
bury and  Sliaron.  Ey  tlie  act  of  1733,  the  lands  in  these  town- 
ships were  to  be  sold  and  the  money  distributed  for  the  snp- 
pr)rt  of  the  schools  in  the  Colony  :  . 

T'f'r,  tho«G  schools  that  ought  to  be  kept  in  those  toM'ns  that  are  no^v  settled, 
and  tliat  did  iii;',ke  and  compute  lists  of  their  polls  and  ratable  estate  in  the  year 
last  past,  and  sticli  towns  shall  receive  said  nn>ney,  every  town  according  to  the 
proponion  of  said  list,  and  each  parish  to  receive  in  proportion  aecording  to  their 
own  list  given  in  as  aforesaid  the  last  year  ;  all  ^v]uch  money  .-hLdl  fte  let  out,  and 
the  interest  thereof  improved  for  the  support  of  the  respective  schools  aforesaid 
forever,  and  to  no  other  use.    [Old  Statutes.] 

The  money  received  by  T\"aterbury  from  tlie  sale  of  these 
'*  Vv'^esLcrn  lands,"'  so  called,  remained,  after  AVestbury  and 
Xnrthbury  were  set  <.»if,  in  the  hands  of  the  old  society.  The 
latter  clainiL'd.  with  some  plausibility,  that  the  new  parishes 
were  not  entitled  to  any  part  of  it,  and  declined  to  pay  over 
any  portirai.  The  other  parties  contended  fur  a  share,  the 
pro}>ortion  to  be  determined  by  lists  of  estate.  The  contro- 
versy waxc'l  warm,  and  the  town  meetings  were  agitated  by  it. 
In  Decemljcr,  1741, 

There  having  been  con>ideral>le  discourse  about  the  money  coming  to  the 
town  for  whiidi  the  western  lands  was  sold  and  granted  for  the  use  of  the  school, 
and  not  agreeing  in  wliat  method  it  siiould  be  disposed  of,  [the  town]  did  bv 
vote  agree  that  they  wotdd  refer  it  to  some  iu'lifferent  gontkunen  to  Ije  decided  l)y 
them  where  t!ie  said  money  shall  be  dispo-ed  for  the  u-e  above  said,  m  hetlier  it 
belongs  to  the  tir.st  parish,  or  shoidd  be  divided  among  the  several  parishes,  ac- 
cording to  what  their  lists  show  in  1732. 

The  indifierent  gentlemen''  (who  were  named  by  vote) 
were  Col.  James  Wadsworth  and  Cul.  Benjamin  Hall.  A  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  wait  on  them,  consisting  of  Capt. 
iro[)kins  and  Serg.  Tli«>mas  Porter,  (<:)f  tlie  old  society,) 
Cap.t.  Ilickox,  (of  AVestbury,)  and  Dea.  Elakeslee,  (of  Xorth- 
bury.)  This  plan  of  settling  the  ditHculty,  it  is  presumed, 
was  not  satisfactory  to  the  discontented  parishes  ;  f.>r,  it 
will  be  observed,  their  lists  were,  in  1732,  comparatively  small. 


HISTORY  OF  WATERBUIiY. 


Xor  is  it  proLiible  that  sucli  a  settlement,  tlictngli  inntnally 
agreed  on,  would  have  been  final. 

In  1751,  the  outside  societies,  now  comprehending  AVc^st- 
burv,  Xorthbury  and  tlie  part  of  Oxford  belonging  to  ^Vater- 
bmy,  secured  bj  some  means  a  majority  of  votes,  in  town 
meeting,  and  in  December  of  that  year,  the  following  vote 
was  passed : 

It  was  voted  that  all  the  monies  giuen  to  the  sd  town  for  the  use  of  the  school 
in  said  town  that  said  town  drew  by  their  list  in  17o-2,  vpon  account  of  the  s;ilt'  <>( 
the  new  township-,  or  Avestern  land*,  shall,  for  the  future,  be  divided  by  the  ajinu- 
al  list  of  each  parish,  for  the  use  of  [the]  school  in  each  parish — and  that  A,  J> 
and  C  be  a  committee  to  take  care  of  said  monies,  and  see  that  the  same  l:>e  iiuuif^ 
use  of  according  to  the  law  in  that  ea^-e  made  and  provided.  And  if  either  of -aid 
parishes  shall  neglect  to  keep  a  school  according  to  law,  then  snid  committee  .-li.ill 
have  full  power  to  divide  tlie  said  monies  to  and  between  those  parishes  that 
keep  their  school  as  aforesaid,  according  to  law;  that  is  to  say  by  their  respective 
lists  as  aforesaid. 

The  committee  afterwards  named  to  stand  in  tlie  ])hK:<'  <»f 
A.,  E.  and  C.  were  Capt.  Samuol  Ilickox,  Daniel  Pntri-r  iiiid 
Joseph  Bronson.  At  the  same  time,  certain  individuals^  belong- 
ing to  the  first  society,  to  wit,  Dea.  Tlionuis  Chirk,  D<ict,  Di-n- 
jamin  Warner,  Isaac  Bronson,  Robert  Johnsnn,  James  Xicliol<, 
Lieut.  John  Scovill,  Sanniel  Scott,  James  Porter,  Thoiria.-  Ih'nn- 
son,  Jr.  and  Lieut.  Thomas  Porter,  protested  against  the  VMtc, 
and  desired  that  their  protest  might  be  entered  on  the 
records. 

Bat  it  was  necessary  that  the  town's  committee  should  first 
get  control  of  the  money  in  dispute  which  was  now  in  the 
jDossession  of  the  school  committee  of  the  first  society.  A  vote 
was  therefore  passed,  which  is  as  follows: 

Whereas  the  first  society  in  sd  town  have  by  their  conmiittee  taken  all  tlio 
monies  and  bonds  that  was  given  to  sd  town  for  the  use  of  a  school  in  svi  x^l\\  n 
as  aforesaid  into  tlieir  possession,  and  used  the  sam.e  for  the  scIjooI  of  said  >*'r\i-[y 
onlv,  for  some  years  past — It  is  therefore  at  this  same  meeting  voted  that  A,  i' 
and  C  be  a  committee  in  the  behalf  of  said  town  to  make  a  lawful  deniaiul  ol  >d 
monies  and  bonds  of  the  said  school  committees  of  tlie  said  first  society,  and  iij.'<.n 
receiving  of  the  same,  they,  the  said  A,  B  &  C,  are  hereby  impowered  to  eliai.i'e 
the  same  when  they  become  changeable  by  taking  said  bonds  and  note-;  unso 
themselves  and  successors,  as  a  conunittee  for  said  town  lor  the  time  iM  iiiLr,  and 
for  want  of  said  committee,  to  the  select  men  of  said  t-jwn  for  the  tniie  bmig.  -o  as 
said  monies  may  be  disposed  of  for  the  use  of  the  school[s]  of  said  town  as  alorc- 
said,  and  in  no  other  wav, 
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The  subject,  liowever,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  liiuilly 
disposed  of  by  the  precediDg  action,  and  in  March,  177U,  it 
was  again  brought  before  a  town  meeting.  A  vote  was  passed 
dechiring  that  thence  forward  the  moneys  derived  from  the  sale 
of  the  western  hinds  shouhl  be  forever  divided  among  the  several 
societies  and  parts  of  societies  of  the  town,  Avhether  then  in  ex- 
istence or  which  might  be  bronglit  into  existence,  according  to 
their  several  "  claims," 

This  vote  gave,  of  course,  great  dissatisfaction  to  the  hrst 
society,  and  the  school  committee  solemnly  protested  against  it, 
as  follows : 

Whereas  tlie  Hon.  General  Assembly  [&c.]  granted  certain  moners  [I'c.j  to  the 
first  society  in  Vraterbury  for  the  use  of  the  schools  in  said  first  sociity  forever* 
— And  whereas  the  inhabitants,  [(.V'c]  convened  in  town  meeting-,  have  voted  [^c] 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  colony — 

Therefore,  we  the  sul^scribers,  school  coinniittee  in  sd  first  society,  do  enter  this 
onr  protest  against  sdvote  as  being  unlaw  ful,  inequitable  and  injurious  to  posteiity 
— and  request  that  the  same  may  be  recorded. — Dated  this  r2th  day  of  ilarLdi  A. 
D.  1770. 

[Signed]  Jonathan  Baldu-in,  Isaac  Bronson,  Jr.,  Ezra  Bronson,  Pieuben  Blakes- 
lee,  coniauttee  of  the  first  society  of  Waterbury. 

AL-o  Mr.  Isaac  Bronson  protested  against  the  sd  vote  and  desired  the  same 
might  be  recorded. 

When  the  new  societies  came  to  be  made  independent 
towns,  the  disputes  concerning  the  school  and  ministerial 
moneys  were  ren.ewed,  the  old  town  setting  up  an  exclusive 
claim.  Controversy,  law-suits,  derangements  of  the  currency 
and  bad  management  finally  settled  all  (.questions  by  dissipating 
all  the  moneys. 


*  Thii.  it  ',vi!l  be  noticed,  is  not  the  lansuajre  of  the  law  that  made  the  .srran: 
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Pkevious  to  1710,  but  a  single  addition  had  been  made  to 
tlie  population  of  ^Vaterburv  from  foreign  sources — that  of 
Joseph  Lewis.  About  1710.  or  soon  after,  Thomas  Chu"k  join- 
ed the  settlement.  In  1711,  Zachariah  Baldwin  from  Milford, 
made  his  a2:)pearance,  and  was  accepted  as  a  £1:0  proprietor. 
In  about  two  years,  however,  his  courage  had  all  oozed  out.. 
He  sold  evervthin2\  includino-  buildin<>:  and  other  timber/' 
and  slipped  awav  quietly.  ^Vith  these  three  exceptions,  there 
were  no  accessions  of  settlers,  or  intended  settlers,  from  otlicr 
towns,  till  after  1720.  The  peace  of  1713,  however,  had 
brought  comparative  rpiietness  and  security,  and  was  followed 
by  brighter  prospects.  Itemovals  ])ecame  less  frecpient.  The 
vouno^  men  who  had  ii'iven  so  much  trouble  were  with  less 
difficulty  constrained  to  settle  around  the  family  homestead. 
Some  of  those  who  had  quit  in  the  darker  days  of  the  settle- 
ment, returned.  Such  was  the  fact  with  Dr.  Ephraim  TTarner, 
"William  Judd,  Moses  Bronson,  Dr.  John  Warner  and  a  few- 
others.  There  was  a  moderate  accession  to  the  population 
from  natural  increase.  Previous  to  1720,  much  the  greatest 
proportion  of  the  inhabitants  lived  in  or  near  the  town  center. 
A  few  families,  considerably  less  than  a  dozen  in  all,  probal'ly, 
had  settled  at  Biichdiill  Judd's  Meadow  and  Breakneck.  The 
remainder  of  the  town  was  still  a  wilderness.  From  IGOu  to 
1713,  the  taxable  list  in  the  town  varied  from  £1,554  in  1691: 
to  £2.415  in  1712.  In  1713  it  was  £2,154  and  in  1720  £2,757. 
Probably  tlie  population  had  not  increased  in  proportion,  at 
the  last  date. 

The  first  new  name  that  appears  on  the  town  records,  after 
1720,  was  that  of  Gershom  Fulford,  son  of  Abraham,  of 
Woodbury.  He  was  admitted  an  inhabitant,  Feb.  2S,  1721-2, 
and  received  a  grant  of  eight  acres  of  land  in  the  seques- 
tered land."  He  entered  into  covenant  with  the  town,  as 
follows : 
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We  the  subscr'bors  do  covenant  to  and  with  Ger.-hom  Fulford  tliat  if  the  above 
sd  Fulford  do  come  and  cohabit  in  the  above  said  town  as  our  blacksmith  and  prac- 
tice his  trade  among  us  for  the  term  of  seven  years  next  after  the  date  ai)0ve  said 
and  perform  articles  as  our  bachelors  have  done,  that  then  the  land  given  by  sub- 
scription and  by  vote  to  be  his  own  and  his  heirs  forever — And  if  the  sd  Fulford 
do  fail  of  this  obligation,  then  the  land  given  to  him  by  subscription  to  return  to 
the  subscribers — ^Ve  say  this  land  to  be  taken  up  in  the  undivided  land. 

Daniel  Porter,  )  ,  t  u-  j 
Samuel  Hickox.  )  ^-'^^^^m  Fuliord. 

Falforcl  succeeded  Dea.  Judd.  (nosv  somewhat  advanced  in 
life,)  and  was  tlie  second  l)lacksniirh  of  the  town.  In  process 
of  time,  he  was  raised  to  the  dignity  of  town  brander.  He 
had  a  hirge  family  and  died  in  AYatertown  in  1790,  aged  9l'. 

James  Brown  was  one  of  the  patentees  named  in  the  town 
patent  of  1T20  ;  but  he  was  not  tlten  a  resident  of  the  phtce. 
He  was,  however,  ''of  "\Yaterbury"  in  Sept.  1722,  and  was,  so 
far  as  can  be  ascertained,  the  fourth  addition  to  tlie  permanent 
popnhition  of  the  town,  from  outside  sources,  after  1700.  He 
was  the  second  individual  (Fulford  being  the  tirst)  from  abroad 
not  a  proprietor  by  grant,  who  became  a  settler.  His  wife  \Vcas 
Elizabeth  Kirby,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children  born  in  Xew 
Haven  and  two  born  in  AVaterbury.  He  settled  on  the  ]New 
Haven  road  east  of  Judd's  Meadow  and  was  licensed  hy  the 
County  Court  as  a  tavern  keeper  ;  but  sold  <jut  inl737to  Jr  siah 
Terrel  of  Milford,  removed  to  AVestbury,  and  resided  on  v.diat 
is  now  known  as  tlie  "  Buckingliam  place.''  He  is  memr)rable 
as  being  the  first  Churchman  of  AVaterbury,  and  was  in  deris- 
ion calknl  Bishop  Brown.  His  death  took  place  in  17«>0,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-tive.    In  1722  he  wrote  by  proxy. 

The  next  permanent  settler  of  AYaterbury^  appears  to  have 
been  XalhaniLl  Arnold,  Sen.,  of  Hartford.  He  was  api)- minted 
grand  juror  in  Dec.  1723,  and  at  the  same  time  received  a 
grant  from  the  town  of  ten  acres  of  hmd  uti  David's  Brook,  on 
condition  that  he  should  abide  in  tlie  town  four  years.  He 
married  the  widow  (and  his  son  Xathaniel,  born  in  ITOl,  the 
daughter)  of  Johu  Richason,  deceased.  He  lived  on  the 
north  side  of  AYest  Main  street,  near  where  William  E.  Ilitch- 


*  Samuel  Chidester  (so  written)  appears  to  have  st-ttled  in  the  south  part  of  th-;  towu  in 
1722,  but  he  disappeared  about  172b,  alter  having  sohl  iuml  to  James  Brown. 
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cock  now  resides.  He  afterwards  removed  to  Wcstlvary, 
where  he  died  Sept.  lo,  1753.  Bis  son,  Capt.  Xatharrud  .Vr- 
nold,  settled  at  Wooster  Swamp,  had  a  farm  there,  and  died 
May  12,  1777. 

William  Ludington,  of  East  Haven,  and  John  "Williams,  a 
clothier,  had  grants  of  seouestered  land  abont  the  same  tiniL- 
as  Arnold,  and  on  similar  comlitions.  I  snppose  Lndington 
became  a  resident  of  the  town,  and  thns  secnred  his  grant  of 

eight  acres  in  the  secinestered  land  ;■'  but  I  have  yet  discov- 
ered no  traces  of  him  after  tiie  grant,  till  173S,  when  lie,  <>r 
one  bearing  his  name,  vras  living  in  Xorthbury,  (aiterwar^ls 
so  called.)  I  iind  no  proof  that  Jolm  AYilliams,  a  clurhier. 
accepted  the  offer  of  the  town,  or  became  an  inhalntant  at  all. 

After  this,  it  does  not  seem  to  have  been  necessary  to  en- 
courage immigration  by  land  grants  or  other  rewards.  P«>pu- 
latiun  flowed  in  spontaneously  and  Avitli  considerable  rapiflity, 
ISTjinifS  yet  unheard  <jf  mnltijdy  u].)C'n  the  records.  A  large 
proportion  of  the  new  comers  ''located"  themselves  in  the 
northwest  and  north  parts  of  the  town,  (Watertown  and  l^lynt- 
outh,)  these  sections,  till  novv^  having  been  entirely  negkct'.'d. 
They  came  from  various  towns  in  the  State,  ]MibV»rd,  Xeu- 
Haven,  (including  Xorth  Haven  and  West  Haven,)  Herliy, 
Woodbury,  Wallingford.  Eranford,  Wetliersiield,  cvc 
more  were  fr<;>m  Milford  than  from  any  other  place.  James 
Elakeslee  (at  Urst  written  Blachly)  came  frum  West  Haven, 
(then  a  parish  of  Xevv  Haven,)  in  1723.^  He  lived  on  rlie 
corner  of  East  and  Xorth  ^lain  streets,  but  in  1733  sold  out  t^' 
Stephen  Santbrd  of  Milf  )rd,  and  b.niglit  of  the  heirs  of  l):ivid 
Scott,  a  Inuise  and  three  acres  of  land  on  the  south  -ide  oi 

Centre  S<puire,"  next  west  of  Dea.  Clark's.  Isaac  Ca.-rle. 
Joseph  Hurllmt  and  Samuel  Thomas  came  from  Woodiunw, 
and  settled  at  Wooster  Swamp  in  1725.    Jonathan  Prijidlo, 

son  of  Eleazer  of  Milforc],"t  settled  in  the  same  nei-'iibor- 
hood  in  1727.    Xathan  Prindle,  trom  Xewton,  a  clothier. 


*  This  date  aotl  those  which  follow,  refer  to  the  time  when  the  individuals  named  are  fir.-t 
mel  witli  as  inlialiiTiint-s  of  Waiertjury. 

t  So  says  the  Waterbury  marriage  record.  Rev.  A.  B.  Chapin,  in  his  Sermon  on  t'-.e  early 
Churchmen  of  Conrjecticut,  I>j9,say3  that  Jonathan  Prindle  of  Waterbury  was  of  Ue*t  lia- 
ven.    He  may  have  been  originally  so. 
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had  a  grant  of  two  acres  of  land  up  Great  Brook,  in  Jan. 
1T2T-S,  provided  he  would  build  a  fulling  mill  in  four  yeai-s. 
He  was  a  resident  of  the  town  at  that  date.  lie  sold  out  his 
house  and  mill  in  IToT,  to  Xathaniel  Arnold. 

Jonathan,  Stephen  and  Ebenezer  Kelsev  were  sous  of 
Stephen  Kelsev  of  AVetliersiield  and  grandsons  of  John  Jlron- 
son  1st  of  Waterbury.  Jonathan  came  as  early  as  1725 ; 
Stephen  in  1727  and  Ebenezer  before  1732.  Jonathan  moved 
to  Bethlehem,  then  a  part  of  ^Yoodbnry,  about  1735  or  173(3^ 
where  he  became  a  deacon. 

James  Baldwin,  from  Xewark,  X.  J.,  settled  at  eludd's 
Meadow  in  1727.  lie  lived  on  Fulling  Mill  Brook  in  1740, 
where  he  owned  a  grist  mill,  and  died  in  Derby.  John  Juhn- 
son  of  Derby  settled  at  Judd's  Meadow  about  tlie  same  time  as 
Baldwin.  His  son  Silence  is  first  mentioned  seven  years  later. 
James  Johnson  was  in  'Waterbury  as  early  as  1727.  Jr).-eph 
Smith  of  Derby  came  in  1727.  Xathan  Beard  of  Stratfr-rd  set- 
tled in  AYaterbury  about  172S,  and  lived  on  the  west  side  of 
Willow  street,  a  few  rods  above  Grove.  Hemy  Cook  was  ad- 
mitted an  inhabitant  in  Jan.  172S-9.  James  AVilliams  of  Hart- 
ford and  Wallingford  became  a  resident  of  the  town  in  1721)  ; 
bouo-ht  a  house  and  some  land  in  that  vear  near  the  road  to 
Scott's  Mouiirain  on  Steel's  Brook;  built  a  c-'mi  mill  and  saw 
mill  near  v/here  the  facttuy  of  the  Oakville  Go.  stands,  the  corn 
mill  being  in  the  boundary  line  which  was  afterwards  drawn 
between  TVestbury  and  Waterbury.  In  1730,  ho  sold  his 
house  and  half  the  mills  to  Stephen  AVelton,  son  of  George. 
Eobert  Johnson,  a  shoemaker  and  tanner,  came  in  172'J  and 
settled  on  Burnt  Hill.  E[>hraim  Bis.-ell  uf  Tolland  first  ap- 
])eare<l  in  Jan.  172S-0,  when  he  was  admitted  au  inhabitant. 
J<jhn  Sutliff  settled  in  the  northwest  (juarter  near  the  river,  in 
1730.  Xathaniel  Merrel  of  Hartford  became  a  settler  in  1730. 
Abraham  Utter  came  from  Xew  Haven  in  173'?',  and  was  liv- 
ing near  Scott's  Mountain  in  1735.  Jonathan  Garnsey  of  Mil- 
ford  bought  Stephen  Hopkins'  place,  in  Dec.  1729,  which  he 
exchanged  with  Thomas  Barnes  in  1735.  He  finally  removed 
to  Westbury  and  settled  in  the  part  called  Garnseytown.  He 
became  a  deacon  of  the  Westbury  Church  and  died  Jnuc  1-1, 
1776.     John  Garnsey,  also  of  Milford,  came  several  years 
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later,  appeariDg  first  at  Wooster  and  tlicn  in  Xoitliljury. 
Caleb  Tlioms(:)n  of  Xew  HaTeii  settled  in  the  soutlnvest  part 
of  tlie  town.  lie  was  admitted  an  inhabitant"'^  in  Dec.  1730. 
Ebenezer  Hopkins,  Stephen  Hopkins  and  Isaac  Hopkins, 
brothers,  came  from  Hartford.  They  were  nephews  of  Jolm 
Hopkins,  1st,  of  Waterbury,  and  sons  probably  of  Eljenezor. 
They  all  setthxl  in  Waterbiiry  about  1730.  Isaac  died  in  AV<  .1- 
cott  in  1805,  aged  9G.  Joseph  Xichols  had  lived  on  Long 
Island,  but  came  to  'W'aterbury  from  Derby.  He  settled  at 
Wooster  as  early  as  1730,  and  died  1733.  Samuel  ToAvner. 
Dea.  Samuel  Brown  and  Elnathan  Taylor  (the  last  trom  Xortii 
Haven)  settled  in  the  northvrest  quarter  about  1731.  James 
Hull  and  John  Alcock  from  Xe'vv  Haven,  Ebenezer  Bhdv'cslee 
of  Xorth  Haven,  and  Joseph  Gillet  were  admitted  inhabitants 
in  Dec.  1731.  Thomas  Blakeslee  of  Xew  Haven  settled  in  tlie 
northwest  <|uarter,  near  tlie  river,  with  a  family,  in  1731  or  173i\ 
Moses  and  Jacob  Blakeslee  appeared  several  years  lat./r. 
Ebenezer  Elwell  of  Branford  settled  in  Xortldjury  about  173_^ 
and  died  in  1757.  Jc>-eph  Lathrop  of  XorAvich  settled  in  ^Ve.-t- 
bury  (?)  about  173l!,  liad  live  children  born  in  "Whiterbury,  an-l 
returned  to  Xorvrich  after  1715.  Jonathan  Baldwin  came  from 
Milford  in  1733.  He  and  his  son  Jonathan  were  ])Oth  leading 
men  of  our  town.  James  Prichard  from  Alilford  settled  in 
Waterbury  in  1733,  and  died  in  1719.  Daniel  Curtis  from 
Wallingford  came  to  Waterbury  about  1733  and  settled  in 
Xorthbury.  Samuel,  James,  Ebenezer  and  Jesse  Curtis  ap- 
peared at  later  dates.  Xathaniel  Gunn  of  Derby  settled  in 
the  southwest  quarter  (Guntown)  in  1731,  and  had' ten  chil- 
dren, seven  of  them  born  in  Waterbury. 

At  still  later  periods  came  the  Foots  from  Branford ;  the 
lYoosters  and  Weeds  from  Derby;  the  Fords,  Ilotchkisso-. 
Frosts,  Boyces,  and  later  Cooks,  from  Wailingford  ;  the 
Todds,  Ilumastons,  Tuttles  and  Potters,  from  '^nrth  Haven  ; 
the  BeynoldsGs  from  Coventry  ;  the  Boots  from  Farmii^gton : 
the  Camps  an»l  Fenns  from  Milford. 

*  There  -R-as  a  law  of  the  Colony  made  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  people  a^raln^t" 
"  persons  of  an  ungoverneil  conversation,"  who  might  prove  ''vicious,  chargeable  awl  Irarthen- 
some  to  the  places  where  they  cooie,"  requiring  that  all  persons  before  they  could  become  in- 
habitants should  be  accepted  by  a  major  vote  of  the  town.  A  few  only  of  those  adinitte  l  in  Wa- 
terbury  are  recorded. 
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By  means  of  addition?  fruni  witliont  and  tlie  natnral  increase 
from  within,  the  popnh^tion  <>f  Waterbnrv  rapidly  augmented 
after  about  1724.  According  to  my  estimate,  there  were,  in 
1727,  over  three  hundred  souls  ;  in  1734,  nearly  live  hundred  ; 
in  1737,  about  nine  hnndred,  and  in  1749,  about  fifteen  liun- 
dred.  The  first  enumeration  was  in  1756,  when  there  were 
1,S29;  the  next  in  1774,  when  there  were  3,536. 

There  is  in  the  old  town  book  a  list  of  the  freemen  of  Wa- 
tei'bury,  wliicli,  to  those  not  familiar  with  tlie  names,  is  of  ljut 
little  value,  owing  to  the  omission  of  dates.  The  Cjualifica- 
tiniis  of  a  freeman  vrere  a  quiet  and  peaceable  behaviour  and 
civil  conversation,"  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  a  freeliohl 
estate  of  the  value  of  f  )rty  shillings  per  annum,  or  f<:>rty 
}^(junds  personal  estate.  The  list  referred  to  is,  in  its  com- 
mencement, in  the  handwriting  of  Thomas  Judd,  Jr.  His 
catalogue  contaiiis  twenty-seven  names,  and  bears  internal  ev- 
idence of  having  been  made  out  between  160S  and  1702.  The 
persons  named  may  be  regarded  as  the  freemen  of  AYaterbury 
betvreen  those  dates  and  afterwards.  Whenever  a  person  died 
or  removed  from  the  town,  his  name  was  crossed  with  a  pen. 

To  this  list  of  twenty-seven  freemen,  were  added  by  the 
hand  of  Dea.  Thomas  Judd  the  names  of  se^'en  persons,  made 
freemen  doubtless  while  he  was  town  clerk,  from  1700  to  1712, 
Then  six  names  are  scrawled  by  John  Judd  when  he  was  reg- 
ister, between  Dec.  1713  and  Dec.  1717.  Then  William 
JinhTs  record  commences.  lie  held  ofiice  four  years  and  du- 
ring the  time,  (no  date  being  given,)  made  up  a  new  roll.  Four 
only  of  the  names  which  are  entered  by  him  are  new. 

I  give  below  the  lists  of  the  four  successive  clerks,  omitting 
from  the  last,  or  William  Judd's  catalogue,  all  except  the  four 
new  names : 

En.-^ign  Timothy  Stanley,  John  "Wc-lton,  Sen.,  Dea.  Thomas  Judd,  Thomas  Judd, 
■  Jr.,  Benjamin  Barnes,  Serg-.  Isaac  Bronson,  Joseph  Gaylord,  Sen,,  Abraham  An- 
druss.  Son.,  John  Hopkins,  Stephen  Upson,  Edmund  Seott,  John  Seovill,  John 
Riehards,  Isaac  Bronson,  Jr.,  David  Scott,  John  Judil,  John  Bronson,  Samuel 
lliekox,  Crcorge  Scott,  Thomas  Richason,  John  Rirhason,  Ephraim  Warner,  .Jo- 
seph Gaylord,  Jr.,  Samuel  Stanley,  Stephen  Welton,  John  Vrarner,  Sen.,  Ohadiah 
Riehards. 

William  lliekox,  Joseph  Lewis,  Daniel  Warner,  Jonathan  Scott,  Richard  Welton, 
Thomas  Richards,  Daniel  Porter,  Jr. 

Thomas  Clark,  Thomas  Hickox,  Thomas  Barnes,  Jeremiah  Peck,  Stephen  Up- 


niSTORY  OF  WATERBURY. 


240 


son,  Jr.,  William  JudJ,  Sou.,  [sou  of  Philip,  sometimes  called  "  William  JudJ, 
tailor."] 

William  Jadd,  [the  clerk,]  Thomas  Bronson,  Steplieu  Hopkins,  Eljonezer 
Bronson. 

■  [Mr.  Southmayd  was  chosen  register  in  Dec.  iVil,  and  he  seems  to  have  added, 
from  time  to  time,  (with. out  date  again,)  the  names  of  other  freemen  as  they  were 
admitted.] 

Obadiah  Seott,  Timothy  Hopkins,  Benjamin  Warner,  George  Welton,  Xath.aniel 
Arnold,  John  Southmayd,  Samuel  Porter,  Samuel  Hickox,  Ebenezer  Hickox, 
Samuel  Barnes,  Thomas  Richards,  Jr.,  John  ScotiII,  Joseph  Smith,  Thornas 
Andruss,  Thomas  Upson,  John  Upson,  Jonathan  Prindle,  Thomas  Hickox,  John 
Barnes,  Ebenezer  Paehason,  William  Seott,  Samuel  Seott,  Jr.,  James  Porter, 
ThouKi'^  Porter,  Piehard  Welton,  Jr.,  ()!>adiah  Warner,  Poet.  John  Warner,  John 
Judd,  John  Bronson,  Joseph  Prime,  Xath  miid  Arnold,  Jr.,  Henry  Cook,  John 
Andru-s,  "VMlliam  Scovill,  James  Baldwin,  John  Warner,  son  of  Epliraim,  Da^  id 
Seott,  Joseph  Judd,  James  Blak'^^slee,  Stephen  Kelsey,  Daniel  Porter,  Gershom 
Scott,  Gcrshom  Fulford,  James  Johnson,  Edmund  Seott,  son  of  George,  Stephen 
Hopkins,  Jonathan  Garnsey,  James  Hull,  Ebenezer  Warner,  Daniel  Williams, 
Mo-es  Bronson7~Samuel  Thomas,  Thomas  Judd,  Jr.,  Samuel  Camp,  Jonathan 
Kelsey,  Jonathan  Scott,  Jr.,  Samuel  Scott,  Sen.,  Obadiah  Richards,  Joseph  Lewis, 
Jr.,  James  Williams,  James  Prichard,  Daniel  How,  Joseph  Judd,  Isaac  Hopkins, 
Samuel  Warner,  son  of  Daniel,  Stephen  Vv'elton,  Samuel  Judd,  Joseph  Hurlimt, 
Eleazer  Seott,  Ebenezer  Warner,  son  of  EiJiraim,  Jonathan  Scott,  son  oi  Ed- 
mund, John  Alcock,  Jonathan  Baldwin,  Timothy  Porter,  Xathan  Beard,  Caleb 
Thouii-i>on,  OV-adiah  Seott,  son  of  David,  Isaac  Bronson,  Jr.,  Edward  SvOvill, 
Stephen  Scott,  Joseph  Weed,  James  Xichols,  Thom^as  Bronson,  Jr.,  Thomas  Mat- 
thews, Mr,  Mark  Leavenworth,  3Ir.  John  Trumlmll,  Jonas  Weed,  John  Southmayd, 
Jr.,  Caleb  Clark,  Edmund  Thompkins,  Jonathan  Foot,  Timothy  Judd,  Stephen 
Judd,  Ei)enezer  Waklin,  Ebenezer  Richards,  George  Xichols,  Benjamin  Bronson, 
Gideon  Hotchkiss,  Jacob  Blakeslee,  Robert  Johnson,  Stephen  Welton,  Jr.,  Jo-hua 
Porter,  John  Richason,  Samuel  Hickox,  William  Adams,  Peter  Welton.  Silas 
Johnson,  Josiah  Bronson,  Xathan  Prindle,  Abijah  Richards,  Zebulon  Scott,  Ai)ra- 
ham  Warner,  Mr.  Samuel  Todd,  Daniel  Southmayd,  Thomas  Lewis,  John  Garnsey, 
John  Warner,  Jr.,  Ebenezer  Porter,  Samuel  Reynolds,  Abel  SutlitT,  John  Weed, 
Samuel  Lewis,  Xathan  Hubbard,  Richard  Seymour,  James  Bellamy,  Eb'-nczer 
Baldwin,  Ebenezer  Trumbull,  Caleb  Humaston,  Andrew  Weed,  Abel  Doolittle, 
Roger  Prichard,  Jr.,  Aljraham  Andruss,  Josia.h  Warner. 

[At  this  point  Mr.  Southmayd  commences  by  giving  dates,  thus  :]  Free-^ien 
made  April  11,  1748 — Andrew  Bronson,  Moses  Terrell,  Joseph  Osl^orn,  Benja- 
min Matthews,  Jonathan  Cook,  Samuel  Root,  John  Rew,  Thomas  Doolittle,  Ste- 
phen Matthews,  Samuel  Darwin.  April  10,  1749,  James  Prichard,  Jr.,  David 
Humaston,  Abel  Camp,  Joseph  Upson,  Elam  Brown,  Daniel  Potter,  Enoch  Scott, 
Moses  Cook,  William  Hickox,  Abraham  Hickox,  Tliomas  Upson,  Joseph  Brown, 
Asahel  Castle,  Thomas  Cole,  Thomas  Richards,  Jr.,  Elnathan  Judd,  Stephen  U|,.son, 
Jr.,  Moses  Blakeslee,  3d,  John  Blakeslee.  April  8,  1751,  Solomon  Moss,  Samuel 
Porter.  Sept.  17,  1751,  John  Brown,  Joseph  Sutlilf,  Isaac  Judd,  Bartholomew  Ja- 
cobs, Aaron  Harrison,  Zachariah  Sanford.  April  13, 1752,  Eliakim  Welton,  Tiiomas 
Welton,  Jr.,  Ebenezer  Ford,  Reuben  Blakeslee. 
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C  II  A  P  T  E  E  X  Y  1 1. 

THE  SETTLEMEXT  EXTENDS  :  XEW  SOCIETIES. 

Before  1700,  all  the  people  of  "Waterburv  lived  in  tlie  tnwn 
center  or  its  immediate  nei^-hborhood.  The  hoii^e  most  dis- 
tant from  the  meeting  honse  was,  I  believe,  Danitl  AVanier's, 
(supposed  to  have  been  bnilt  before  I'OO,)  situated  on  the 
n';»rth  side  of  tlie  Farmington  rr>ad,  a  little  east  uf  the  dwelling 
iiiarked  on  tlie  map  J.  H.  Sandhmd.  Soon  after  the  ai)i.)ve 
date,  the  thonghts  of  tlie  planters  were  turned  to  the  more  dis- 
tant parts  of  the  town. 

The  first  permanent  settlement  l>eyond  the  neighborhdod  uf 
the  old  village  appears  to  have  been  made  at  Judd's  Meadow.'"^ 
Tlie  lands  here  vrere  taken  np  and  improved  earlier  than  any 
other  whicli  were  so  far  removed  from  the  town  center.  The 
iirst  settlers  were  Samuel  Hickox,  Danitd  Wcirner  and  Jo-eph 
Lewis.  Ilickox  '*  located"  h'mself  on.  Fulling  Mill  Frook? 
where  he  had  already  built  a  house,  Dec.  21,  1702.  Here 
about  1709  he  erected  a  fulling  mill,  which  gave  its  name  to 
the  stream.  His  sons,  Ebenezer  and  Gideon,  settled  in  the  saiiie 
neighborhood.  Daniel  AYarner  is  l:»elieved  to  have  removed 
to  Judd's  Meadow  a  little  later  tlian  Ilickox,  say  al)Out  1705. 
In  that  year  lie  sold  his  hou^e  east  of  the  village.  He  to<>k  up 
his  residence  near  Ilickox,  on  the  l>rook,  ^vhich  was  some- 
times called  Daniel  Warner's  Bn-ok.  Ills  house  is  allu^hd  to 
Aug.  17oS.  His  sons,  Samuel,  Ebenezer,  and  Abraham,  re- 
mained in  the  south  part  of  the  town.  Joseph  Lewis  SL-ttled 
on  the  west  side  of  the  river  below  tlie  present  bridge,  and 
owned  much  land  there  which  extended  far  to  the  s<.)Uth. 
There  are  no  facts  which  show  the  exact  time  of  his  settlement. 


*  This  name  is  first  used  in  the  In.Iian  deed  of  ir>Sl-5.  It  came,  doubtless,  from  Lieut.  Thomas 
•ludd,  who  owned  lands  there  at  a  very  early  dale.  It  was  first  apj.lied  to  the  meado.vs  upon 
thi:  river,  hut  afterwasds,  the  wliole  suutheru  section  of  tlie  town  wa--  thus  designated. 
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It  may  liave  been  soon  after  liis  marriage  in  1703,  and  mav 
liave  been  not  till  several  years  later. 

Those  wlio  next  establislied  themselves  at  Jndd's  Meadow, 
(all  I  believe  after  1711,)  were  John  Barnes,  Thomas  IMcliards, 
Obadiah  Scott,  Samuel  Warner,  Ebenezer  Richasoii,  James 
Brown  of  West  Haven,  Samuel  Barnes,  John  Andruss,  Samuel 
and  Edmund  Scott,  sons  of  Edmund,  Stephen  Hopkins  and 
Thomas  Matthews.  Severid  came  over  the  line  from  L)erby, 
and  settled  near  tlie  southwest  bounds — the  Johnsons,  tlie 
Gunns  and  the  Weeds. 

Buckshill  was  first  settled  about  1703,  by  John  Warner,  (af- 
terwards of  Westbury.)  Joseph  Gay  lord,  Jr.  and  John  Gay- 
lord.  The  Gaylords  soon  removed.  In  170S,  Itichar<l  Wel- 
ton  bought  the  house  of  Joseph  Gaylord,  Jr.,  and  became  a 
permanent  settler.  He  lived  next  to  John  Warner,  on  tlie 
south.  The  latter,  after  several  years,  removed.  Yvlicn  Dr. 
E})hraim  Warner  returned  from  AVoodbury,  about  1715,  he 
seems  to  luive  irone  to  Buckshill.  Several  of  his  sons  remained 
there,  while  he,  after  a  few  years,  came  down  to  the  village  to 
live.  I  find,  in  171^9,  the  following  pers^jus  with  fandlit'.-  liv- 
ing on  Buckshill — Serg.  Bichard  Welton,  Bichard  Welton,  Jr., 
Benjamin  Warner,  John  Warner,  (afterwards  of  Xorthbury,) 
Obadiah  Warner,  Joseph  Jadd,  William  Scort,  Obadiah  Sc<  »tt, 
Edmund  Scott  ?  son  of  George,  John  Welton  ? 

Breakneck  Hill  is  spoken  of  on  the  town  records  as  early  as 
16SS.  Whence  came  the  name  I  know  not.  Barber  in  his  His- 
torical Collections,  and  Cothren  in  his  History  of  Woodbury, 
are  mistaken  in  their  accounts  of  its  origin.  Tlie  name  lir.-t 
given  to  the  hill  was  in  a  little  time  applied  to  all  that  part 
of  the  town  in  which  it  is  situated. 

Isaac  Bronson,  Sen.,  owned  land  at  Breakneck  at  an  early 
period,  and  had  l)uilt  a  house  there  before  April,  1702.  J^:.^cpll 
Gaylord  and  John  Bronson  may  have  lived  there  temporarily; 
but  the  first  permanent'  settler  was  Isaac  Bronson,  eldest  son 
of  Isaac.  lie  became  a  resident  at  Breakneck  Hill  probaljly 
as  early  as  1701  or  1705,  certainly  before  March  27,  17t»7, 
when  his  oldest  son  Isaac  was  born. 

The  first  house  which  was  erected  in  the  northwest  section 
of  tlie  town  appears  to  have  been  built  near  what  was  after- 
wards called  ^-  the  village,'-  about  l7ol,  by  J'Jm  and  Obadiah 
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Eicliai'ds,  sons  of  Obadiali.  The  Indian  disturbances  at  tliat 
period  probably  prevented  its  permanent  occupation,  "lliclr 
ards'  house  "  and  the  buildings  are  occasionally  referred  to  in 
the  laying  out  and  conveying  of  land.  In  April,  1701,  Al)ra- 
harn  Andruss  sold  two  acres  on  a  hill  westerly  from  Kichards's 
land,  where  their  house  and  barn  is  west  of  Wooster 
Swamp."    The  house  is  again  mentioned  in  1700. 

"  The  village,"  (so  called,)  mentioned  in  the  last  paragrajdi, 
was  a  tract  of  land  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  town,  bor- 
dering on  AYoodbury  and  Litchfield,  the  fertility  of  which  had 
been  discovered  at  an  early  period,  and  which  at  an  unknown 
date  had  been  secpnestered  to  prevent  its  being  taken  up  in  the 
ordinary  land  divisions.  In  Xov.  1722,  the  proprietors  agreed 
to  have  a  division  of  this  serpiestered  land.  At  the  same 
time,  land  was  reserved  for  roads,  and  provision  made  for  a 
village.    I  copy  from  the  record: 

It  was  agreed  by  vote  that  in  dividing  of  the  sequestered  land  at  the  Xorth 
AVcst  corner  there  shall  be  three  tears  of  Lotts,  viz,  a  highway  next  Wootlbury  of 
Two  Rods  wide,  and  then  half  a  mile  wide  of  Land  to  be  laid  ont  in  lotts  and  then 
a  highway  of  eight  rods  to  run  north  and  south,  and  then  another  tear  of  half  a 
mile  wide  and  then  a  nother  highway  of  eight  rods,  and  then  a  nother  tear  of  lotts 
a  half  a  mile  wide  and  then  a  highway  on  the  east  side  of  eight  rods,  [kc]  and  the 
Conimitte  in  laying  out  the  lotts  to  leave  a  four  or  six  rod  highway  every  half 
mile  or  there  abouts  through  the  tears,  no  lott  to  be  divided. 

Several  divisions  were  afterwards  made  of  the  village  lands, 
but  no  settlement  seems  to  have  been  begun  there  for  some 
time.  They  were  regarded  as  so  much  more  valuable  than 
the  (jther  undivided  lands  that,  in  some  of  the  divisions,  one 
acre  was  to  be  ecpial  to  five  acres,  (or  at  a  later  period,  to  two 
and  a  half  acres,)  in  tlie  other  parts  of  the  town.  The  "  vil- 
lage" is  now  called  Garnseytown,  from  the  name  of  its  early 
settlers,  Jonathan  Garnsey  and  his  sons  and  John  Garn^ey. 

Xo  permanent  settlement  seems  to  have  been  made  in  the 
northwest  rpiarter  till  after  1720,  when  the  superior  agricultu- 
ral capabilities  of  that  section  became  more  fully  known.  The 
first  permanent  settlers  were,  apparently,  Jonathan  Scutt, 
Sen.,  (he  who  was  taken  captive  by  the  Indians,)  and  El)ene- 
zer  Hichason,  son  of  Thomas.  Scott  (and  his  sons)  lived  on 
Scott's  Mountain,  and  Eicliason  on  the  r<»ad  leading  to  the 
Mountain  and  near  to  it  and  to  SteeFs  Brook,  on  the  southwest 
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side  of  til e  latter,  (tlie  old  BiickiDg-liaiii  place  1721  in:iy  be 
named  as  the  probable  date  of  their  settlement.  Riclisi^oirs 
house  is  first  spoken  of  June  22,  1721.  Afterwards,  (17o<',  )  I 
find  him  with  the  Xorthbury  people  and  soon  after  in  the 
southwest  quarter.  In  1750,  he  lived  on  the  Woodbury  i-oad. 
In  1721,  or  perhaps  in  1723,  Dr.  John  Warner^  (afterwards 
deacon)  took  up  his  residence  on  or  near  Steel's  Brook  and 
the  road  leading  to  Scott's  jMountain  and  AVooster  Swamp. 
Isaac  Castle,  Samuel  Th<  >mas  and  Joseph  Ilurlbut,  all  of  Wor.d- 
bury,  sons-in-law,  tlie  two  first  of  John  "Warner,  and  the  hi.-t 
of  Jonathan  Scott,  Sen.,  settled  at  Wooster  Swamp  ab^ut 
1725.  Jonathan  Kelsey  made  his  appearance  about  the  same 
time.  Afterwards  came  George  Welton,  (about  1726,)  David 
Scott  and  James  Williams,  the  last  from  Hartford. 

Besides  the  individuals  whose  names  are  mentioned  ab.  -ve, 
there  were  settled  at  Wooster,"  (as  the  northwest  part  of  the 
town  was  sometimes  called,)  in  Dec.  1730,  the  following  ] per- 
sons, having  families,  to  wit:  Jonathan  Scott,  Jr.,  and  iUjv- 
shom  Scott,  sons  of  Jonathan,  Ebenezer  Warner,  son  of  Joim, 
Joseph  ;Xichols,  Abraham  Utter,  John  Sutiilf  and  Ik'nry 
Cook,  seventeen  in  all,  or  fifteen  besides  Sutlift'  and  Couk.  who 
were  not  finally  included  in  the  society  of  Westbury.  The 
fifteen  all  lived  in  the  eastern  and  northern  parts  of  the  future 
parish,  particulary  along  Steel's  Brook  and  at  Woo.-tcr 
Swamp.  As  early  as  Xov.  1727,  a  highway  had  been  lai'l  out 
for  their  convenience  up  the  brook  and  so  to  the  village,  ' 
which  was  afterwards  continued  to  Litchfixdd.  Hitherto,  one 
half  the  settlers  had  been  from  other  towns,  and  nearly  tlie 
same  proportion  was  continued  in  the  years  which  immediate- 
ly followed.  After  1730,  the  population  increased  ra]>idly 
and  spread  in  every  direction.  The  peo})le  had  beconK'  =o 
numerous  in  1732,  and  were  so  incommoded  in  atteu'ling 
meeting,  that  they  began  to  think  of  obtaining  f  :>r  them^elves 

winter  privileges      that  is,  the  privilege  of  hiring  for  tlioin- 


*  John  Warner  was  the  first  physician  of  Westbury.  Thomas  Foot  waa  the  second.  D'C  I.i.sl 
came  from  Branfonl  to  Westbury  about  173G.  He  was  the  son  of  John  and  Mary  [■'•■'■■r.  .iwl 
settled  on  the  place  now  occupied  by  his  descendant,  Hubert  Scoviil,  He  married  E!izal.>i.  t.'i  ."^ui- 
HiT  aud  died  Dec.  I'J,  1776.  Both  Warner  and  F«)ot  were  sometimes  called  into  the  old  soi-it'y  to 
prescribe,  as  appcirs  from  "  the  account  book"  of  Dea.  Clark. 
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selves  during  tlie  winter  months,  at  tlieir  own  expense,  a  inin- 
ister,  and  of  "being  exempt  during  the  time  from  «ihl  parish 
rates.  In  October,  1732,  they  petitioned  the  General  Court  jis 
follows  : 

That  whereas  a  Considerable  XumlxT  of  families  in  the  Xorthwest  Corner  of  the 
bounds  of  Waterbury  town,  by  Eeason  of  th.eir  Great  Distance  from  y^  meeting 
house  whieh  is  to  Seuerall  Xine  miles  and  to  those  that  are  nearest  about  three 
and  Exceeding  bad  way  and  more  Especally  by  Reason  of  a  great  Eiuer  which  is 
called  Waterbury  Riuer  which  for  Great  part  of  the  winter  and  Spring  is  not  pass- 
able, are  ddjared  the  hearing  of  the  word  preached  to  the  number  of  alioue  thiny 
families,  having  mett  to  Gather  Sepr  1732  and  appointed  in  liehalf  of  us  Your  me- 
morialists the  Suljscribers  then  and  there  to  petition  to  the  town  of  vraterbury  for 
an  abatement  of  our  parts  of  the  ministers  Rate  for  the  space  of  lour  months,  Viz. 
the  three  winter  months  of  this  present  winter  coming  and  the  month  of  march 
next  in  Case  we  Shouhl  hire  a  minister  on  our  own  Charge  to  preach  the  word  among 
us  which  they  the  Rest  of  s"^  town  Refusing  we  haue  appointed  Deacon  Samuel 
Brown  and  Lieut:  Samuel  Ileacock  our  Committee  to  Represent  and  Lay  our  Diticuit 
Surcunistances  before  this  Honourable  assembly  and  the  Humble  prayers  of  Your 
memorialests  Saml  Brown  and  S;iml  Heacock  in  behalf  of  that  part  of  the  aforesd 
agrieved  Inhabitants  being  for  Considerable  part  of  the  year  wholy  Dei jared  hear- 
ing the  word  of  God  preached,  is  that  we  may  have  the  fdierty  to  hire  a  nnn- 
ister  for  the  space  of  those  four  months  before  mentioned  ibeing  the  most  Difi- 
cult  part  of  the  Year  )  at  our  ovrn  Charge  and  that  we  may  al-o  have  an  al)ateinent 
of  our  parts  of  the  ministers  Rate  and  Be  Discharged  from  paying  the  minister  of 
the  town  of  waterbury  During  four  months  as  we  haue  aminister  anion::  us 
Either  for  this  present  Year  or  for  alonger  time  as  You  in  Your  Great  wisdom 
shall  think  best,  and  your  memorialests  shall  as  in  Duty  Bound  Ever  pray. 

Dated  oct.  4th:  1732.  Saml  Bkown'. 

Saml  Heacok. 

[The  preceding  is  from  the  original  file,  on  the  back  of  which  are  the  following 

names,  thirty-two  in  number,  in  one  handwriting:] 

Cap.  Wm.  Heacock,  Ebur.  Wai-ner,  Saml.  Towner, 

Dr.  John  Warner,  Elieazar  Scott,  Henry  Cook, 

Mr.  John  Sutley,  Ebnr.  Kelsey,  Joseph  Hurlbut, 

ifr.  Jonathan  Scott,  Senr.,  Jon'n  Brindle,  Elnathan  Taylor, 

Jonathan  Scott,  Junr.,       Xathaniel  Arnold,  Isaac  Caswell,  [C.isfle,] 

Moses  Brunson,  Wm.  Scofield,  Joseph  Xicols, 

Ebnr.  Richardson,  Thomas  Jud,  Junr.,  Jonath.  Kelsev, 

■  David  Scott,  Obadiah  Scott,  Jon'n  Foot, 

John  Bronson,  Edwd.  Scofield,  Saml.  Heacock, 

Ger-hom  Seott,     ■  Thomas  Heacok,  Saml.  Brown. 

Sand.  Thomas,  Saml.  Jud, 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Ifr.  Jose[>h  Lewis  and  ^Iv.  Ste- 
phen Upson,  was  appointed  by  the  town  to  ap})ear  before  the 
Assembly  and  oppose  the  movement  ;  but  the  prayer  was 
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granted,  notwitlistanding,  and  the  privilege  allowed  for  fnur 
years. 

Ill  tlie  midst  of  tlie  movement  of  population  to  the  nortli- 
west,  or  March  13,  1732-3,  ''the  centre  of  the  society  that 
shall  there  he  allowed''  to  the  extent  of  one  mile  and  a  half 
each  way,  making  a  tract  of  three  miles  square,  Avas  senucs- 
tered  by  the  proprietors  for  the  town's  n.'^e.  Tlie  act  awis 
not  to  prejudice  former  grants  and  divisions  not  laid  out. 
What  its  object  was  does  not  appear;  but  I  suspect  it  was  de- 
signed to  retard  the  settlement  of  that  quarter  of  the  town. 
At  a  meeting  held  Jan.  12, 171:7-8,  ^'the  proprietors  findiPig 
a  sequestration  made  at  Westbury  of  three  miles  square,'' 
did  by  their  vote     set  aside  and  make  void  "  tlie  same. 

In  the  spring  of  1733,  "  the  northwest  inhabitants  "  asked 
the  General  Assembly,  in  a  memorial,  to  set  them  off  as  a  dis- 
tinct society.  They  said  that  they  had  hired  a  minister — Mr, 
Daniel  Granger;  that  they  ''are  universally  suited  in  hi]]i,'' 
and  flatter  themselves  that  he  is  not  ill  pleased  "  with  them. 
The  town,  they  continued,  had  already  agreed  that  tliere 
may  be  a  society  in  the  northwest  quarter  of  the  bounds  in  a 
convenient  time,''  and  had  chosen  a  committee  of  six  to  run 
the  parish  lines.    The  petition  was  not  granted. 

Under  date  of  March  llth,  1733-1:.  the  town  voted,  accord- 
ing to  the  record,  to  make  no  opposition  to  the  a[q)lication  <  >f 
the  northwest  inhabitants  to  the  General  Assembly  for  a  com- 
mittee to  fix  the  bounds  of  the  new  society,  the  expense  l)eiiig 
defrayed  by  the  latter.  A  few  days  afterwards,  at  another 
meeting,  the  following  action  was  had  : 

r 

Voted  that  a  Comiiiittee  be  Clioscn  by  the  Town  to  Consider  y«  Scircuni>tanees 
of  the  Xorth  We.-t  part  of  the  Town  and  Settle  A  line  In  or<kT  to  Make  A  Soeiury 
— And  Voted  that  the  worshipfuU  Joseph  Whiting  Scf,  Cap.  Roger  Xuton  of 
Milford,  Capt  John  Ru.-.^ell  of  Branford  be  a  Committee  to  Consider  the  Sureuin- 
stances  of  the  Town  as  Above  Sd  and  to  Settle  a  line  as  Above  Sd. 

When  the  question  of  the  new  society  came  before  the  Le- 
gislature in  May,  1731,  the  town  resisted  the  movement.  They 
resisted  it  on  the  ground  that  the  vote  of  March  11th,  previ- 
ous, was  not  in  fact  passed.  The  certificate  of  the  moderator 
of  the  meeting,  Isaac  Bronson,  was  produced,  which  alfirmed 
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that  in  consequence  of  tlie  absence  of  the  stated  clerh,  Dea. 
Samuel  Browji  was  chosen  scribe,  who  neglected  to  say  that 
tlie  vote  phiced  on  record  was  negatived.  Prohauly  there 
were  excitement  and  disorder  in  tlie  meeting,  an<l  it  was  difti- 
.cult  to  say  what  was,  or  what  was  not,  properly  done.  The 
selectmen  furthermore  certified  that  the  meeting  wa^  called 
for  to  procure  town  stock  [ammuniti<:)n]  and  no  other  Ijiisine.-s/"' 
Consef.juently,  it  was  not  competent  to  act  on  tlie  subject  of  the 
vote,  that  not  being  embraced  in  the  call.  The  result  of  all 
was  tliat  there  was  no  action  on  the  [uirt  of  the  Assendjiy. 

At  a  tovrn  meeting  in  October  foll<:)wing,  the  vote  of  March 
14tli  was  ''nuTd  and  made  void/'  it  being  -'repugnant  to 
the  common  interest  of  the  town  while  at  the  same  time, 
the  meeting  resolved  to  clioose  a  c<"»mnuttee  amrjug  themselves 
to  ''set  out"  the  new  society,  which  will  be  more  easy  and 
for  the  better  contentment  of  the  town,  than  to  commit  it  to 
strangers."'  In  the  meantime,  however,  the  committee  se- 
lected in  the  spring  had  attended  to  their  work  and  "  set  out  " 
the  parish  asked  for.  A  petition  was  presented  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, signed  by  twenty-three  individuals,  to  ratify  the  d^dngs 
of  the  committee  and  grant  society-privileges  ;  but  the  re- 
quest was  again  denied. 

In  Oct.  1730,  the  northwestern  people  again  petitioned  to 
be  set  Oxf  as  a  distinct  society.  They  nsed  the  same  argu- 
ments they  had  urgC'l  bef  ore,  sucli  as  their  distance  from  the 
meeting  hou.-e  and  their  separation  trom  it  by  a  river  which 
was  often  impas-able.  Tiiey  represented  themselves  to  num- 
ber forty-live  families.  Their  request  was  refused,  but  they 
Were  allowed  five  months'  winter  privileges  fu*  two  years. 
The  petitioners,  htjwever,  were  not  discouraged.  They  re- 
newed their  efi:V»rts  in  May,  1737,  unsuccessfully.  In  OcLober 
of  the  same  year,  the  town  appointed  Mr.  Joseph  Lewis  and 
Mr.  Stephen  Hopkins,  (the  town's  deputies,)  their  agents  to 
ansvrer  another  memorial  which  had  been  prepared.  At  the 
same  time,  a  vote  was  passed  expressing  a  willingness  that  a 
le  n?lative  committee  should  ''  c<»me  to  view  all  the  circum- 
stances  of  the  town."  In  answer  to  a  petition,  a  coninnrtee 
was  sent  by  the  Assenddy,  consisting  of  Capt.  John  liigg?, 
Capt.  Isaac  Dickerman  and  Mr.  John  Fowler.    They  report- 
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ed,  ill  2\Iay,  1T3S,  in  mvor  of  the  petitioners  and  reconniien^I- 
ed  a  division  line.  The  line  coiunienced  at  tlie  soutiiwe^t  c^jv- 
ner  of  Capt  illiani  Jndd's  farm  at  Vv^oodbuiy  bound:-,  and 
ran  in  tlie  south  line  of  said  ianu  to  the  southeast  corner  ef 
Joseph  Xichols'  old  farm,  thence  to  [James]  AVilliams'  c^rn 
mill,  [now  Oakville  Co.,]  tlience  straight  to  Jonathan  Prii idle'.- 
house,  thence  east  t<>  AYaterljury  river,  thence  up  the  river  t-* 
the  AVest  Ei-anch  and  up  the  Erancdi  to  Litchtield  Lound>. 

In  connection  with  the  report,  there  was  given  a  list  cf  xlir 
heads  of  fanulies  included  within  the  bounds  of  the  prop<;>.-red 
society,  with  the  number  of  persons  in  each.  Thirty -s^'vcn 
families  are  thus  enumerated,  containing  two  hundred  aufl 
thirty  persons  : 


John  Smith, 

8. 

Moses  BruDson, 

11. 

Stephen  Scott, 

4 

Thomas  Foot, 

9. 

Samuel  Iliokox, 

12. 

Obadiah  Scott, 

4 

Samuel  Tlioiaas, 

8. 

Caleb  Clarke, 

9. 

David  Scott, 

Thomas  Hickox, 

5. 

Daniel  Ho^\', 

9. 

Xathaniel  Arnold, 

1". 

Samuel  Luis, 

9. 

JoVm  Andruss, 

C. 

Ebenczer  Warner, 

George  Wellton, 

10. 

William  Andniss, 

3. 

James  Brown, 

Samuel  Judu, 

5. 

.Jonathan  Scott, 

3. 

John  Warner, 

4 

Gershom  Scott, 

Jonathan  Scott, 

7. 

James  William 

James  Smith, 

Eleazer  Scott, 

3. 

George  Nichols, 

Thomas  Rielianis, 

9. 

Jonathan  Foot, 

5. 

James  Belemv, 

Ebenczer  Richard^, 

-4. 

Ebenczer  Bi'ldwin, 

o 

Richard  Semcr 

4. 

WiUiam  Scovill, 

Jonathan  Frindel, 

Jonathan  Garnsey, 

Thomas  Judd, 

4. 

The  town  remonstrated  against  the  line  recommended  Isy  tlie 
committee,  claiming  it  ran  too  far  south,  and  asked  the  iii'priiut- 
mentof  a  new  committee.  The  result  was,  another  comiiiiitt'e. 
consisting  of  John  Fowler  of  Milford,  Samuel  Bassett  of  iJi'rh  v 
and  Gideon  J.Jmson,  was  appointed.  They  reported  in  Oct. 
173S,  and  advised  the  same  division  line.  The  report  was 
adopted  and  the  society  incor])orated  by  the  name  of  Wesr]»iiry. 

Soon  after  YTesrbury  was  made  a  distinct  society,  tlie  po<  -ph' 
Ijeloij^inji  to  it  beiraii  to  make  arrancrements  to  build  a  lu'.ct- 
ing  house,  and  applied  to  the  General  Court  to  direct  as  to  irs 
Location  and  to  fix  a  stake.  The  Court  sent  a  committee,  who 
selected  a  place  one  third  of  a  mile  southeast  of  tltc  }  re<ent 
churches,  a  few  rods  east  from  the  Litchfield  turnjjike.  wlierc 
the  old  burvimx  £:i'Ound  is. 
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The  place  for  ii  meeting  house  being  determined,  tlie  Tre>t- 
bury  people  applied  to  the  town  to  provide  the  ground  and 
the  necessary  public  green.  Accordingly,  tlie  town  directed 
tlieir  committee  for  laying  out  high^vays  in  the  ''north  east  [it 
should  be  northwest]  quarter,"  ''to  widen  the  higlnvay  so  as 
to  accommodate  said  house  with  a  suitable  green,  according 
to  their  discretion,  and  to  award  satisfaction  to  the  owners  of 
the  land.''  This  was  on  the  2ith  day  of  Dec.  1739,  and  in 
February  following  the  conmiittee,  John  Judd  and  John  Sco- 
vill,  laid  out  the  land  as  follows  : 

Boprinning  at  the  southwest  corner,  a  heap  of  stones,  then  east  ten  rods  to  a 
heap  of  stones,  then  ten  rods  north  to  a  heap  of  stones,  then  west  eleven  rods  to  a 
heap  of  stones,  then  south  eighteen  rods  to  a  heap  of  stones  where  v,  e  began — 
butting  west  on  land  left  for  a  highway,  north  on  Eleazer  Scott's  land,  south  on 
Stephen  Scott's  land,  cast  on  Eleazer  Scott's  land,  or  common  hind  as  set  out 
by  us. 

The  land  included  in  these  lines,  amounting  to  nearly  one 
acre,  beh.'>nged  to  Eleazer  Scott,  and  as  a  remuneration  for 
tlie  same  the  conmiittee  awarded  him  '*  three  acres  of  land  to 
lay  out  in  the  undiyided  land,  or  fifty  shillings  in  money.'' 

At  what  time  the  meetinij:  house  was  finished  I  am  unable 
to  say,  tliough  174:1  has  been  named  as  the  year.  Tiev.  John 
Trumbull  was  the  first  minister.  The  Litchfield  County 
(South)  Church  Manual  says  he  was  settled  in  1739  ;  but  the 
inscription  on  his  monument  w<:>uhl  nudce  the  time  later,  which 
says  that  he  "died  Dec.  13,  17S7,  in  the  seventy  third  year  of 
his  age  and  the  forty  eighth  of  liis  ministry.'' 

Hey.  John  Trumbull  (called  Trundjle  in  the  eaily  records) 
y/as  born  in  Sulfield  in  1715.  The  ancestor  of  the  family  came 
from  England  and  settled  in  Ipswicli  in  IfJlo.  llis  son.  John, 
removed  to  Sufiield  and  had  three  sons.  John,  Jose[tli  and  Ee- 
noni.  The  first,  John,  was  the  father  nf  the  Eev.  John 
TrundjuU  of  Westbury.  The  second,  Joseph,  settled  in  Leb- 
anon, and  was  the  father  of  Gov.  Jonathan  Trumbidh  Tlie 
tliird,  Benoni,  was  the  grandfather  of  Eenjamin  TriiTnituH, 
D.  D.,  the  historian. 

Mr.  Trumbull  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1735  and,  at 
length,  (in  1772,)  became  a  member  of  the  Corjtoratinn  of  that 
institution.    His  attainments  as  a  scholar  were  respectable. 
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Soiiietimcs  lie  lilted  young  men  for  college,  as  m<jst  of  tlie 
ministers  of  that  day  did.  He  appears  not  to  liaye  l>een  dis- 
tingiiislied  as  a  preaclier  ;  but  the  great  influence  lie  acquired 
oyer  his  people  was  obtained  by  his  generosity,  his  ho-pitable 
manners  and  friendly  intercourse.  If  one  of  his  pari.-hi(*riers 
had  lost  a  cow  or  had  met  Ayith  a  sinular  calamity,  he  yrould  in- 
terest himself  in  the  matter,  head  a  subscription  for  liis  relief 
and  persuade  others  to  sign  the  same.  It  was  said  of  him. 
that  if  one  of  his  people  turned  Episcopalian,  he  would  buy 
his  farm.'"  He  was  a  large  landholder  and,  for  the  times,  was 
considered  wealthy. 

Mr.  Trumbull  was  not  tall,  but  a  stout,  athletic  man.  He 
was  sound,  shrewd  and  humorous.  Horses  he  was  fond  of, 
and  bought  and  sold  them,  frecjuently,  with  success.  On  this 
account,  he  was  sometimes,  irreyerantl}',  called  jockey  Triun- 
bail.  He  loyed  innocent  sports,  and  had  once  been  a  great 
yrresrler.  A  story  is  told  of  him,  which,  though  it  nuiy  n("»t 
be  wholly  true,  is  probably  not  a  pure  inyention.  At  any  rate, 
it  illustrates  the  manners  of  the  times.  The  "\Yaterl'nry  aiul 
Westbury  people  were  in  the  habit  of  meeting  at  some  half- 
way place,  in  the  long  autumnal  eyenings,  to  contend  as  wres- 
tlei-s.  They  met  around  a  fire  and  the  sport  was  commenced 
by  two  second-rate  athletes.  When  one  was  thrown,  the  yan- 
quished  called  in  another  from  his  own  side,  the  object  being 
to  yancpiish  the  yictor.  Thus  the  experts  yv'cre  called  out  in 
succession,  and  he  who  remained  last  on  his  legs  was  the  bnlly 
of  the  niglit.  In  seyeral  contests,  at  the  time  of  which  I  am 
speaking,  AYaterbury  had  proyed  too  much  for  We^tbuiy. 
Mr.  Trumbull  heard  of  the  defeat  of  his  boys  and  paiTook  of 
their  mortitication.  On  occasion  of  the  next  contest,  he  dis- 
guised himself  and  Ayent  down,  unknown,  except  t<.)  ivro  or 
three,  to  giye  material  aid,"  if  necessary.  The  wre-tlcrs 
were  called  in  one  after  another,  till  Westluiry  was  aii'ain 
tlirown  out,''  the  Waterbury  champion  havir.g  rjrourulj:d  the 
last  of  the  riyal  party.  At  this  period,  when  the  sign-  of  ex- 
ultation on  one  side  and  chagrin  on  the  other  were  becoming 
manifest,  a  stranger  was  dragged  in  from  the  outer  circle  of 


*  Dr.  McEwen'i  Di.scoar3e  at  the  Ctnttnnial  CcKbration  in  Litchfield,  1S52. 
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tlie  ring,  to  contend  for  tlie  Westbury  I'ovs.  The  parties  placed 
t]iem.<elve3  in  position  and  began  by  "playing  ronnd,"  to 
lind  each  other's  qualities.  After  a  little  time,  the  stianger, 
"sratching  his  opportunity,  caught  his  antagonist's  foc»t  and 
threw  him  upon  the  fire.  Shouts  filled  the  air  and  the  victor 
disappeared.  Great  was  the  exploit  and  great  the  mystery  of 
the  afiair  ;  but  the  secret  finally  leaked  out.  The  story  reach- 
ed the  ears  of  Mr.  Leavenworth,  and  the  next  time  lie  met  his 
brother  Trumbull,  he  rebuked  him  for  his  levity,  and  censured 
him,  particularly,  for  tlirowing  his  rival  upon  the  fire,  by  which 
his  clothes  and  fie^h  were  scorched.  Trund_»uH  agreed  tliat  he 
had  been  guilty  of  levity,  but  as  for  the  scorching,  he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  give  his  (Mr.  Leavenworth's)  parishioners  a  fore- 
taste of  v/liat  they  might  expect  after  sitting  under  his  }>reach- 
ing  I 

Mr.  Trumbull  was  nuirried,  July  3d,  1741,  to  Sarah,  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  Samuel  Whitman  of  Farmington.  Their  children, 
which  are  recorded  in  AVaterbury,  Avere  1.  Sarah  :  b.  June 
20,  lT4o.  2.  A  sun;  b.  Feb.  27,^17-1:6-7.  .  3.  Elizabetii ;  b. 
^[arch  17,  171:7-8.  The  two  la^-t  died  in  infancy.  The  lu'rths 
of  J*)hn  and  Lucy  are  not  on  record.  His  widow  Sarali  and 
son  John  were  his  executors.  To  his  widovr,  he  ga^•e  his 
'*  negro  wench  Lemmon  ;  to  his  son  J<_)hn  of  ITartfor<],  his 
negro  girl  named  Mabd,  his  knee-buckles,  gun  and  powder 
horns;  to  his  daughter  Sarah  Perkins,  wife  of  Dr.  Caleb  Per- 
kins of  Hartford,  his  negro  girl  Peg,  then  in  her  possession. ;  to 
his  daughter  Lucy  Langdon,  wife  ".'f  the  Ltev.  Mr.  Langdon 
uf  Danbury,  one  negro  girl,  "  late  now  in  her  posser^-ion.""  He 
had  a  large  estate  of  both  real  and  personal  pro]ierty.  lie  is 
called  in  deeds,  **  clerk,"  that  being  tlie  legal  appellation  of  a 
clergyman. 

The  house  in  which  Mr.  TrinnbuU  lived,  and  in  which  his 
distinguir?hed  son  was  born,  may  still  be  seen,  standing  the 
cast  side  of  the  road  to  Waterbury,  a  little  south  of  the  old 
burying  yard.  Ilis  successor  in  tlie  ministry  was  Uriel  Grid- 
ley,  (settled  in  17SL) 

The  seccind  meeting  h«uise  was  built  in  1772,"^  and  placed 


*  RichardsonV  Sketch. 
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ill  the  present  center  of  tlie  village.  A  tliird  oiie  w;;.-;  deli-. 
cated  in  Jannary,  ISIO. 

The  early  deacon.s  of  the  Westbury  church  were  J<'hii  "NViir- 
ner,  Jonathan  Garnsey,  Timothy  Judd,  Thomas  IIick".\.  SaiM- 
iiel  Ilickox,  Thomas  Fenn,  Thomas  Dutton. 

The  settlement  of  Xorthbury,  (afterwards  so  calk'di;;  v.-;: - 
commenced  a  few  years  after  that  of  Westbury.  'Ylir  lir-* 
settlers  came  from  other  towns,  Litchfield,  BrantV>rd, 
ford,  J^s'ew  Haven,  Xorth  Haven,  e^c.  Several  of  tliciii  t....!, 
up  their  residences  adjacent  to  the  river  on  the  west  >i!h\  .\  ; 
this  phace  and  also  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  ]i-ird  by. 
the  greatest  part  of  the  population  resided  for  several  ycuv-. 
The  first  settler,  so  far  as  my  enquiries  have  extcndtd.  w::-' 
Henry  Cook  of  Litchfield.  He  came  with  a  family  .-il 
1728,  and  had  a  farm  on  which  he  lived  on  the  we<t  l^iuli  "i 
the  river,  not  far  from  the  Litchfield  bound;iry.  He  i-  nu  ii- 
tioned  as  of  Wooster  in  Dec.  1T30.  l»ut  that  name  ar  ti.r.t  pe  - 
riod was  applied,  apparently,  to  all  the  norrliwe-t  \>:\vi  "t"  tl;!- 
town  lying  west  of  the  Xaugatuck.  He  h:id  sevc-i-al  .^<'!;-. 
three  of  whom,  at  least — Jonathan,  Ebenezer  and  Henry,  .Ir.— 
had  families  and  resided  in  Xortlibury. 

John  Sutlifi:',  so  far  as  appears,  was  tb.e  next  setth  r.  lb- 
came  from  Branford  al)Out  1730,  with  a  fairiily,  and  iasilr  o  i 
the  west  side  of  the  river.  He  too,  at  this  date,  is  sif^kcn  -  i" 
as  one  of  the  '-Wonster"  people.'  After  Sutlitf,  came  Saiu- 
uel  Towner,  Elnathan  Taylor,  Jonathan  F<:)Ot,  Ebenoz*-!-  Kb 
well,  Thomas  Blakeslee,  Isaac  Castle,  (from  A\^estlniry.  1 1  );mi.  I 
Curtis,  Barnabas  Ford,  Gideon  Allen,  ('from  Guilf 'r(b<  .b'liU 
Humaston,  (from  Xorth  Haven,)  John  Sutlifi',  Jr.,  uirw 
first  before  the  close  of  1731  and.  the  others  before 

1736.  These  were  immigrants  from  other  towns,  liir  i-.-t 
native  inhabitants  of  Waterbury  that  appeared  aniitHL^  iht-m 
were,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  Ebenezer  Eicliason,  (fr'  -m  V\  c-r- 
bury,)  Lieut.  John  Bronson,  Jr.  and  Obadiali  AVarner.  :iil 

1737.  ' 

•  Tlie  ^' up  river people,  few  in  number,  living  we-t  «-f  tb*' 
river,  joined  themselves  to  the  northwest  inhabitant-  m  ta.  :r 
earliest  endeavors  to  obtain  winter  privileges,  in  Oct.  1 ,  .''"J. 
Soon,  however,  as  population  increa-ed,  they  found  it  'jxpcui- 
ent  to  unite  with  their  neiii'hbors  on  the  other  side  oi'  tb'.-  nvcr 
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and  to  act  independently.  Tims  nnited,  tliey  had  become  so 
numerous  in  Oct.  lT3d,  tliat  some  of  tliem — Henrv  Cook,  Ebe- 
nezer  Elwell  and  Samuel  Towner — on  tlie  e^round  of*  tlieir  liv- 
ing  so  far  from  the  meeting  house,  requested  the  town  to  allow 
them  and  others  to  hire  preaching  the  ensuing  winter,  and  to 
abate  their  parish  rates  while  they  should  thus  hire.  Tlie 
town  voted  "to  do  nothing  in  the  case.''  On  the  26th  day  of 
Oct.  1736,  the  request  was  repeated  in  writing,  and  was 
signed  by  twelve  persons — all  those  whose  names  have  been 
given  as  settlers  at  the  time,  except  John  Sutlitf,  Sen.  They 
wanted  the  j^rivilege  for  three  years,  three  months  in  each 
year — December,  January  and  February — vrith  exemption 
from  the  customary  ministerial  rates  during  the  time.  The 
liberty  asked  for  they  wished  to  be  extended  to  all  those  living 
''within  two  and  a  half  miles  of  Barnabas  Tord's  now  dvrell- 
ing-liouse."  The  town  voted  to  grant  the  rerpiest.  But  it 
seems  there  was  a  misunderstanding  about  the  action  taken  on 
the  subject,  or  possibly  a  change  of  views  on  the  part  of  the 
majority;  and  the  proposed  exemption  from  parish  taxes  was 
afterwards  denied.    At  a  town  n.eeting  held  April  IS,  1737, 

it  was  asked  whether  the  said  [northern]  inhabitants  shall 
be  exenq^t  from  ministerial  charge  in  the  town  for  so  mucli 
time  as  they  shall  hire  a  gospel  minister  among  [them]''  "in 
addition  to  a  grant  made  them  Sep.  20th,''  and  an  answer  was 
given  by  vote  in  the  negative. 

In  May,  the  disappointed  nortliern  people  applied  to  the 
General  Assembly  by  petition.  They  said  that  they  lived  "on 
a  tract  of  land  about  five  miles  square  whereof  Barnabas 
Ford's  dwelling  house  was  the  center" — that  the  town  voted 
(at  the  date  aljove  mentioned)  that  they  might  have  a  minister 
for  three  months  for  three  years,  "  witli  exemption  from  minis- 
terial charges  for  the  said  term  " — tliat  they  had  employed  a 
preacher,  and  now  are  forced  to  pay  rates,  iSzc.  They  asked 
winter  privileges  and  the  usual  exemption  from  taxes.  Tiie 
petitioners  were  John  Sutliff,  Sen.,  Henry  Cook,  Ebenezer 
Ehvell,  Barnabas  Ford,  Samuel  Towner,  Thomas  BlakL'.-lee, 
John  How,  Gideon  Allen,  Jonathan  Foot,  Isaac  Castle,  Sam- 
uel Frost,  John  Sutliif,  Jr.,  John  Ilumaston,  Daniel  Curtis, 
Amos  Matthews,  Ebenezer  Richason,  Phineas  Royce — seven- 
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ten  in  all.  The  town  appeared  against  them  bv  i-enionstrance, 
and  the  reqnest  was  denied.  In  October,  however,  of  the  same 
year,  (1737,)  nineteen  petitioners,  John  Bronson,  Obadiah 
Warner  and  John  G-arnsey  (the  last  from  AYestburv)  being 
new  ones,  renewed  the  application  and  were  successful.  They 
were  released  from  the  usual  parish  charges  for  three  months, 
December,  January  and  February,  in  each  year,  for  three 
years. 

In  .May,  173S,  the  up-river  people  again  petitioned.  They 
asked  to  ])e  exempted  from  ministerial  taxes  "for  such  tiiiie 
only  as  they  had  thu  word  dispensed  that  is,  during  all  tlie 
year,  provided  they  employed  a  preacher  of  their  own.  The 
signers  numbered  nineteen,  the  names  of  Jeremiah  Peck,  Sen,, 
Jeremiah  Peck,  (Jr.,)  Samuel  Curtis,  Zachariah  Sanford,  Wil- 
liam Ludington,  Caleb  Ilumaston,  apj)earing  tor  the  lir^t 
time.  They  said  that  the  nearest  of  them  lived  seven  miles, 
the  greater  part  eight  and  many  nine  or  ten  miles,  from  the 
meetinir  house,  on  the  wav  to  which  thev  were  obli<i'ed  to 
cross  the  river  (which  vras  often  deep  and  dangerous)  nine 
times.  The  request  was  denied  ;  but  in  October  (173S)  it  Wiis 
repeated.  There  Avere  now  tvrenty-three  signers,  Jacob 
Blakeslee's  name  appearing  among  tliem  f  '»r  the  lirst  time. 
They  spoke  of  their  three  years'  privilege  expiring  with  the 
month  of  February  ensuiiig,  and  asked  that  it  might  be  ex- 
tended for  two  years.  They  alledged  that  they  had  a  popula- 
tion of  139,  (as  I  read  the  figures,)  and  that  to  get  to  meeting 
at  the  town  center,  they  had  to  remove  bars  and  open  gates 
at  ten  different  places.  (In  the  original,  the  word  ten  is  writ- 
ten over  the  lignres  17.)    Tlie  petition  was  graiited. 

After  Westbury  had  l>een  incorporated  as  a  distinct  society, 
in  Oct.  173S,  the  way  seemed  open  for  the  northern  inhabit- 
ants. As  they  no  longer  helped  support  the  town  minister, 
the  town  looked  upon  the  plan  of  a  separate  organization 
witii  inditference.  xVt  the  October  session  of  the  Lejjrislature, 
in  1730,  a  memorial  was  presented  by  John  Sutliif  and  Moses 
Blakeslee,  agents,  Occ.  It  represented  that  the  peo}'le  v/ere 
now^ 

Desirous  of  being  made  a  society  with  the  privileges  of  a  society  that  they 
may  settle  a  gospel  miriL-ter  among  tliein  and  have  God's  word  preached  and 
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oniinances  aduiinistored  ;  and  having  prayed  said  old  s-ocio 
give  rliem  certain  bounds  and  obtained  a  vote  that  they,  s 
ojiposo  tliem  [<5:e.]  as  by  the  A'ote  may  appear  Sep.  18,  IT 
lueniorialists  humbly  pray  th.at  this  honorable  Asseml>ly  \v 
tee  and  send  them  to  view  their  eircumstances,  and  state  tl 
society  and  sd  inhabitants  and  to  make  return,  [*te.] 
[Attached  to  this  memorial  are  the  following  names:] 


ty  in  said  Water])ury  to 
aid  old  society,  will  not 

;  j  0  W  h  L'  r  e  u  p  o  n  1 1 :  e 

ould  appoint  a  conunit- 
le  line  between  said  old 


John  Sutliff, 
Moses  Blakeslee, 
John  Bronson, 
John  TVarner, 
Obadiah  "Warner, 
Daniel  Potter, 
Samuel  Curtis, 
Joseph  Clark, 
Ilenrv  Cook, 


W illia m  L udin g ton, 
Amos  Matthews, 
Xoah  Pangl)orn, 
31  a  1 1  h  (}  vr  L  a  d  i  n  g  t  on , 
Barnal>as  Pord, 
Joseph  Clark,  [Jr.,] 
Jacob  Blakeslee, 
Daniel  Curtis, 
Zachariah  Sanf(jrd 


Caleb  Humaston, 
John  Garnsey, 
John  Sutliff,  Jr., 
Thomas  Blakeslee, 
Gitleon  Allen, 
Samuel  Frost, 
John  How, 
Jercjuiah  Feck. 


()n]y  four  of  these  tweiity-six  signers  vrere  native  or  old  iii- 
iuilrltaiits  of  AVaterbury — John  Dronson,  Obadiah  AVarnoi'. 
Jeremiah  Peck  aiid  Juhn  Warner.  The  committee  asked  for 
was  appointed.  They  entered  at  once  upon  their  duties  and 
indicated  the  parisli  lines.  On  the  west  side,  the  line  ran 
<l.:)wn  the  "West  Brcinch  and  Xauo-atuck  Kiver  aloriii;  the  We^^t- 
bury  boundary  to  Spruce  Brook,  ''a  little  below  UpSi:)n's 
I-land,'-  thence  (easterly)  a  strait  line  to  tlie  falls  <»f  Llancox 
]h't>ok,  thence  strait  to  south  side  C'f  Mr.  Xoyes  farm,''  thence 
"hie  east  to  the  Farmington  line,  thence  round  in  the  old  tov,-n 
b'^undary.  The  report  was  appruved  and  accepted,  and  the  so- 
ciety incorporated  by  the  name  of  Xorthbury,  all  at  the  same 
session,  Oct.  1731). 

The  first  record  of  the  society  of  Xorthbury  (the  third  s<>ci- 
cty  of  Waterbury)  is  a  warning  f  >r  a  meeting,  on  the  ap])iica- 
tion  of  John  Sutlifi',  Ebenezer  Eichascn  and  Barnabas  Furd, 
dated  Xov.  10,  1739,  signed  by  Thomas  Clark,  justice  of  ■*'he 
j'Cace,  »i-c.  The  mt-eting  was  to  be  held  on  the  20th  day  of 
the  month,  at  which  time  the  first  meeting  took  place.  John 
Sutlilf  was  chosen  moderator.  Barnabas  Ford,  clerk,  and  Mr-ses 
.r>lakeslee,  John  Sutlifi'  and  Ebenezer  Bichason  [society's]  com- 
mittee. They  "nuiid  choise of  Samuel  Todd  to  be  their 
nu'ni^ter  and  voted  to  trive  him  i:15u  settlement. 


Tlsat  i.s  to  say,  we  will  get  or  cause  to  get  sufficient  timber  for  a  house  thirty- 
t'.vo  foot  long,  twenty-five  wide  and  fifteen  foot  between  ients  [joints — was  not 
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15  feet  the  length  of  the  posts  '?]  frame  and  set  it  up,  dig  and  stone  up  a  seller  under 
all  bigest  runie,  underpin  y«  house,  ruf  it  on  eaeh  side  fifteen  inehes  aiid  on 
eaeh  end  eight  inehes,  bord  amU-ouer  ye  house  with  short  shingells,  prouide  all  }^ 
materials  therefore,  couer  y«  sides  and  ends  with  rent  elaboardsand  prouide  nah.'S 
and  clabords  and  make  and  put  up  a  sutable  number  of  Winder  frames  and  finish 
all  y«  timber  work  of  y^  outside  of  y=  house,  find  stone  and  build  y®  ehimleys,  two 
fire  places  below  and  1  aboue,  and  seal  the  bigest  loer  rume  and  glaze  it  and  pro- 
cure all  the  materials  for  it  and  prouide  all  y«  hooks  and  hinges  for  all  y«  rume 
and  prouide  all  y^  materials  for  doing  y^  work  as  above  menchened,  and  y^  same 
to  be  done  workmanlike  for  Mr.  San\'  todd  by  ye        of  Oetober  in  y*^  year  IT-fri. 

[At  the  same  meeting,  Joseph  Clark,  John  IIow,  John  Bronson,  Thomas  Blakos- 
lee  and  Gideon  Allen  were  chosen  to  superintend  tlie  building  of  the  house  ;  and 
a  vote  was  passed  freeing  Jeremiah  Peck,  Daniel  Curtis  and  Barnabas  Ford  from 
the  charge  of  building.] 

At  y«  same  meeting,  it  was  voted  to  give  Mr.  Samuel  todd  for  y^  two  first  years 
from  ye  first  of  last  October  £loO  salary  per  year  and  his  fire  v'ood  and  two  dayes 
w  ork  a  man  from  sixteen  to  sixty  [years  of  age]  per  year,  one  in  summer  and  one 
in  y«  winter,  and  prouide  comfortable  house  roome  for  him  y^  first  year  upon  our 
own  causte,  and  y®  £!()()  per  year  to  be  paid  each  year  in  y*^  months  of  Oct.  Xo^'. 
and  Dee. — and  after  y^  two  first  years  are  up  to  give  him  twel  [twelve]  pence 
upon  ye  pound  to  be  his  yearly  salary,  muny  or  publick  bills  of  credit,  until  our 
list  at  ye  lay  raises  Iwi'  and  [  *  *  ]  pounds  att  y^  rate  of  siluer  at  three  and 
twenty  [shillings]  per  ounce;  and  y^  to  he  y^  stated  salary,  and  two  days  work  a 
man  til  twelue  pence  upon  y^  pound  makes  one  hundred  pounds  as  betbre  speci- 
fide  ;  and  to  find  him  his  fire  wood  so  long  as  he  shall  continue  in  y^  work  of  a® 
miiiistre  amonge  us. 

At  a  siibsecjiient  meeting,  ^larcli  3,  IT-iO,  (1739-40.)  a  rate 
of  lour  pence  on  the  pound  in  ^vork  and  one  penny  in  money 
was  laid.  At  the  same  time,  Muses  Blakeslee,  Jerenjiali  Peck 
and  Daniel  Curtis  were  appointed  to  present  to  Mr.  T<;«dd  the 
"  call  "  of  the  society  and  to  receive  his  answer.  Tlie  follow- 
ing is  liis  reply,  bearing  date  March  3,  1739—10  : 

To  ^Iv  Jeremiah  Peck,  Moses  Blakeslee,  david  curtis — having  reseeued  your 
call  and  proposals  in  behalf  of  y®  sosiati  to  settle  with  you  in  y«  work  of  y^  min- 
istry, and  hauing  waid  and  considereil  them  I  declare  myself  willing  upon  t';em  to 
settle  with  them  in  y^  work  of  y^  ministry,  prouided  they  pro-eed  to  a  regular 
ordanation  upon  or  before  y*  eight  day  of  may  next  and  pruy  god  you  may  lie  a 
blessing  to  me  and  I  to  you. 

Sami'  todd. 

It  was  decided  that  the  seventh  of  ^lay  sliould  be  the  day 
of  the  ceremony,  at  which  time,  probabdy,  the  ordination  to*)k 
phace.  Aftei-wards,  (Aug.  10,  1740,)  tlie  society  granted  to 
Lieut.  John  Bronson,  in  work  or  money,  £3,  ISs.  for  keeping 
the  council. 
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Itev.  Samuel  TodJ,  the  lirst  luiiiister  of  Xort]i1)iiry,  was  the 
seventh  chikl  and  tifth  son  of  Sainud  and  Mary  ('*  Tole  ")  Todd 
of  Xoi'th  Haven,  and  was  born  ]March  6,  lTlG-17.  He  was 
graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1734:,  at  the  age  of  IT/"-'  He 
married,  August  31,  1739,  Mercy,  d.  of  Mr.  Peter  Evans  uf 
Xorthlield.  His  children  were.  Alathea,t  (b.  Dec.  7,  1710,) 
Mary,  Irene,  Eliel,  Alathea,  Lucy,  Samuel,  Lucy  and  Chlue. 
His  house  stood  a  fevv*  rods  south  of  tlie  meeting  house  built 
during  liis  ministry. 

About  the  time  of  Mr.  Todd's  settlement,  the  Great  Eevi  vai  of 
Xew  England  commenced.  He  was  at  tirst,it  is  stated,  opposed 
to  it,  or,  at  lea.-t,  regarded  it  with  distrust.  He  went  to  Stock-' 
bridge  to  get  a  more  intimate  knowledge  of  its  practical  work- 
ings, and  came  back  with  opinions  wholly  change«l.  He  at  once 
introduced  conference  meetings,"  and  labored  to  rouse  tlie 
feelings  of  his  church  and  people.  The  result  was.  many  of 
his  parishioners  and  finally  a  majority,  including  some  of  the 
principal  men  in  both  the  church  and  society,  turned  against 
hiui,  denounced  his  doctrines  and  measures,  and  at  length  uij- 
tained  tlie  control  of  the  meeting  house  and  established  in  it 
E[) ! s c«:)p al  w orship . 

In  Jan.  1712-3,  the  society  refused  to  gi  v'e  Mr.  Todd  '•^  any 
tliing  fur  tlie  sink  of  money,''  (depreciation  of  the  currency.) 
but  they  agreed  to  pay  him  five  pounds  old  tenor  for  v.oi  fin- 
ishing his  house  in  the  stipulated  time.  In  December,  1713, 
tlicy  voted  to  allow  him  £16  yearly,  in  place  of  two  days'  work 
each,  and  £T2  old  tenor  for  firewood.  In  1715,  he  vras  to 
have  f:>r  his  salary  owne  hundred  forty  five  pounds  old 
tenor  money:"  in  1717,  £TSO ;  in  171S,  £300;  in  171!3,  £2.30 
and  £30  fur  firewo<:>d,  payable  in  the  depreciated  old  tenor 
currency.  In  1755,  he  was  to  receive  £16  lawful  money, 
(specie  currency) — wheat  to  be  valued  to  him  at  3s.  Gd.  per 
bushel,  rye  at  2s.  l:d.,  Indian  corn  at  Is.  Od.,  oats  at  lOkl., 
pork  at  3d.  per  pound. 

*  Tlie  >ranual  of  the  Plymouth  Church  and  Goodwin's  Gcneah.jy  of  the  Foote  Family  ?Liy  he 
was  graduated  in  1S34,  at  the  age  of  15.  The  Xew  Haven  record  gives  his  birth  a3  abo\  e.  The 
Gfne;iIopy  a2irm.>,  also,  that  he  died  in  17S9,  tr^ed  7G,  and  that  Mary  Frans  was  his  inocher. 

t  According  to  tradition,  the  first  burial  in  Nortlibury  was  tliiit  <jf  a  little  ?irl  of  Mr.  Todd, 
who  was  drowned  in  a  spring  about  1741.  It  was  eight  years  before  anotlier  death  took  place,  wlien 
the  lung  fever  made  its  appearance,  of  which  thirty  died.  [Manuscript  notes  of  the  Kcv.  H. 
D.  Kitchell,  late  of  Plymouth  Hollow.] 
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Feb.  12,  1756,  Mr.  Todd  made  a  written  coiiiinuriicatioii  to 
tlie  society  : 

Brethren  and  Friends — there  are  evidently  many  diffieulties  subsisting  among 
us,  in  partieular  ^ith  regard  to  my  support  among  you,  y«  -svhich  we  have  grt-at 
reason  to  suspect  is  one  great  ground  and  rise  of  all  y«  rest  y*  which  is  jv.;'^ 
ground  of  great  Humelation  and  Lemmantation  as  greatlv  threttenins;  our  ruin 

He  offered  to  take  as  salary  what  iiiiglit  Le  raised  by  a  con- 
tribution on  the  sabbath  once  in  two  months  and  what  any 
might  hand  in  at  other  times,  with  tlie  grant  of  the  '-minijiry 
money."  The  society  accepted  the  oiier.  But  the  phm  did 
not  work,  and  a  parish  meeting  the  next  year  again  voted  Mr. 
Todd  £4:6.  This  was  to  be  his  annual  sahiry  fur  four  years. 
The  fiftli  year  it  was  to  be  £51  and  after v^-ards  £5o  per  annuuj, 
(curreDcy  of  the  specie  standard,  doubtless.)  This  arrange- 
ment was  satisfactory  to  Mr.  Todd.  xV  good  understanding, 
however,  was  not  obtained,  and  in  Dec.  1703,  the  society  voted 
to  choose  a  committee  of  wise  and  just  men  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine whether  said  societv  had  fultilled  their  covenant  agree- 
ment  with  Mr.  Todd. 

Mr.  Todd's  ministry  in  Xorthbury  was  now  drawing  to  a 
close.  After  having  in  vain  tried  to  settle  the  diiSculties  witli 
his  parish  by  a  council,  he  at  leiigtli,  with  broken  health,  ask- 
ed to  be  dismissed.  At  a  meeting  the  third  Monday  of 
Apjril,  1761:,  the  society  voted  that  cm  account  of  difficulty 
about  Mr.  Todd's  support,  and  his  **  ])revailing  bodily  indispo- 
sition for  some  time  past,  vdiereby  he  is  much  disabled  from 
carrying  on  the  work  of  the  ministry,  as  likewise  his  request 
to  lay  down  the  work  of  the  ministry,"  they  consented.  At  the 
sam.e  time,  the  meeting  '-maid  choise  of  Dea.  John  AVarner 
and  Dea.  David  Dutton  and  Lieut.  Danl.  Potter  to  be  a  com- 
mitty  to  apply  to  ye  Association  of  this  (Xew  Haven)  County 
for  advice  in  order  to  have  the  pulpit  supplyed  and  to  lu-Ing 
in  a  candidate  to  preach."  Soon  afterwards,  a  communica- 
tion was  received  from  Daniel  Humphrey,  John  Trunobull, 
Benjamin  Woodbridge  and  [Mark  Leavenwortli,  a  conmiittee  of 
the  Association,  lamentiDg  their  troubles  and  alienations,  Arc, 
and  recommending  the  calling  of  a  coimcil  to  settle  matters, 
or,  if  tliought  best,  to  dismiss  Mr.  Todd. 
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Mr.  ToJd  appears  to  have  been  dismissed  in  August,  ITGi  ; 
and  in  Dec.  following  the  societr  voted  that  tliey  would 
leave  all  their  diferances  with  Zvlr.  Samuel  Todd  in  his 
demands  upon  this  society  for  and  npon  account  of  his  sal- 
ary from  time  past  nntill  this  day  nnto  indeferant  gentlemen 
such  as  Mr.  Todd  and  the  sosiaty  commity  shall  agree  to 
have  and  abide  by  the  doings  of  sd  arebitrators,  and  Phineas 
Itoyce  and  Daniel  Potter  to  assist  the  sosiaty  comnjity 
hereiii.'' 

Mr.  Tidd  removed  from  ]S'ortIdrary  to  Lanesboro,  Mass., 
wliere  he  preached  about  two  years.  Thence  he  went  to 
Adams,  where  he  organized  the  hrst  Congregational  church 
ill  tliat  place,  and  was  its  pastor  till  1T7S.  He  took  a  deep 
interest  in  the  Pe volution,  was  an  ardent  AA'hig  and,  for  a 
brief  period,  a  chaplain  in  the  continental  army.  He  next 
lived  f  >r  a  short  time  at  Xorthfield,  with  a  son.  About  1TS2, 
he  removed  to  Orford,  X.  IL,  wliere  he  resided  Avith  his  chil- 
dren, preaching  occasionally  in  the  new  settlements,  till  his 
death,  June  10,  1TS9. 

^.Ir.  Todd's  ardor,  in  tlie  earlier  years  of  his  ministry,  some- 
times got  the  better  of  his  discretion  ;  but  he  is  believe<l  to 
have  been  a  sincere  man,  devoted  to  his  work  and  willing  to 
sulfer  if  need  l)e  in  the  perf  ;»rmance  of  a  supposed  duty.  It  is 
afiirmed  that  he  had  great  decision  of  character  and  a  mind  of 
the  frdl  average  strength. 

After  the  dismissi<ui  of  Mr.  Todd,  Rev.  Asahel  Hathaway 
orrieiated  for  a  time  in  Xortidnuy.  On  the  24th  of  Sept.  ITG-i, 
the  sneiety  made  "  choise  "  of  him  "  to  preach  as  a  prob^i- 
shujicr  in  order  for  settlement,''  and  Dec.  17,  1761,  invited 
him  to  become  their  settled  minister.  lie  declined.  After- 
wards, in  Jan.  17'35,  Mr.  John  Bliss  was  chosen  to  preach  as  a 
"  S'roba-huner,"  and  in  April,  Mr.  Ephraim  Judson  was  select- 
e  1  f 'r  ;i  like  service. 

At  a  meeting  held  the  hrst  Monday  of  July,  1765,  the  soci- 
ety, l;y  a  unevarsal  note,"  expre.-sed  a  desire  to  hear  Mr, 
Ar.drew  Storrs  preach.  A  month  afterwards,  Mr.  Storrs  was 
re*pue>ied  to  l^ecome  a  candidate  for  settlement,  and  on  the 
last  ]\[ouday  of  Sept.,  was  **  called  to  settel,*'  by  an  "  unevarsal 
note."    The  society  a2:reed  to  ii-ive  him,  under  date  of  Oct. 
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2S,  17'35,  £ISO  settlement  to  be  paid  iii  two  years,  £4-0  crAi 
and  £50  in  provisions,  each  year  ;  and  £60  salary  for  two 
years,  £20  cash  and  the  remainder  in  vrheat,  rye,  Indian  corn, 
ike.  After  the  two  tirst  years,  the  sahiiy  was  to  be  £70  per 
year,  £30  cash  and  £40  in  wheat,  rye  and  Indian  corn,  at  the 
market  price  on  the  first  day  of  January,  annually,  "aUow- 
ing  the  expense  of  tranceport  to  market  not  exceedinijr  in 
distance  Xew  Haven,  Middletown  or  Hartford."  Tiro- 
wood  was  also  to  be  furnished,  and  each  '*man"  was  to 
give  two  days'  work  yearly  for  two  yeai's.  Mr.  Str»r]-s  ap- 
appeared  personally  in  the  meeting  and  made  known  his  ac- 
ceptance of  the  terms  proposed.  To  make  everything  agree- 
able, a  vote  was  passed  to  chuse  a  committee  to  stand  obliged 
for  the  payment  of  such  purchases  as  Mr.  Storrs  shall  make 
for  a  settlement.'' 

Mr.  Storrs  became  the  settled  pastor  of  the  church  and  s;  )ciety 
Xov.  27,  1765,  and  was  continued  in  that  relation  till  ]iis 
death,  March  2,  17S5.  He  was  born  in  Mansfield,  Conn..  Dec. 
20,  1735.  He  appears  to  have  been  indisposed  for  some  time 
before  his  decease,  so  that  a  vote  was  passed,  Dec.  16.  17SI, 
^'  that  the  sosiaty  committey  should  bee  ortherized  to  assist 
Mr.  Storrs  to  sopply  the  pulpit  as  far  as  it  can  be  done  by  in- 
viting in  the  naboring  jentelnien  ninerstors  to  preach." 

Of  Mr.  Storrs,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hart  once  said,  in  a  manuscriia 
sermon,  He  is  still  remembered  by  our  aged  pec'ple  wiih 
afiectionate  reverence  as  a  wise  and  faithful  pastor." 

After  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Storrs  was  authorized 
by  the  society,  March  21,  17S5,  "to  use  the  wood  got  f  )r  Z\[r. 
Storrs."  Autliority  was  also  given,  June  6,  to  print  500  cuj'ies 
of  the  funeral  sermon. 

The  Rev.  Simon  TVaterman  succeeded  Mr.  Storrs,  and  was 
installed  Aug.  29,  17S7.  He  was  dismissed  Xov.  15,  1SU!». 
The  Rev.  Luther  Hart  was  his  successor. 

Tlie  early  deac(Tns  of  the  X orthbury  church  were  Jeremiah 
Peck  and  Moses  I3hike.-lee,  (appointed  1740,)  Juhn  AVarner, 
David  Dutton,  Daniel  Potter,  John  Sutiiff,  Eliakim  Potter,'"- 
David  Smith. 

♦Dec.  9,  1774,  "voted  tliat  Dea.  Eliakim  Potter  shall  read  the  Psalra  for  the  future.' 
(Society  Record.) 


^  2T0 


HISTORY  OF  WATER  BURY. 


The  people  of  Xnrtlibury,  before  tliev  were  incorpornted  as 
a  dUtiiict  societr,  had  built  a  house,  designed  for  the  coinnion 
uses  of  the  people  but  called  a  school  liouse,  in  which  they  met 
for  public  worship.  The  land  on  which  it  was  erected,  a}^- 
pears  to  have  been  owned  by  John  How.  This  land  How 
conveyed,  Sept.  6,  1733,  *'for  a  valuable  consideration,-'  to 
John  Southmayd,  clerk.  Southnuiyd,  for  good  causes  and  cr.n- 
siderations,"  quit-claimed  the  same,  at  tlie  same  date,  to  Mr.  Jolm 
Sutliff,  Ebenezer  Eichason,  John  How,  Tliomas  Blakeslee  and 
Barnabas  Ford  and  the  rest  of  tlie  inhabitants  living  within 
two  miles  and  a  half  of  said  Barnal)as  Ford's  now  dwelhng 
house,''  6zc.  Tiie  land  is  understood  to  have  been  a  donation 
to  the  future  society  from  John  How.  It  is  described  in  South- 
may  d's  deed  as 

One  acre  near  sd  Ford'.-  dwelling  house  in  Wateibury  on  -vvliich  said  inhabitants 
have  already  set  up  a  house  under  the  denomination  of  a  S[el!Ool  ?]  house  for  tlie 
sd  inhabitants  to  meet  in  to  c'lrry  on  the  public  worship  of  Hod  on  the  sabl»atl;, 
[&e.]  bounded  to  the  west  on  land  left  for  a  highway  and  How's  land,  south  on 
Barnabas  Ford's  land,  east  and  north  on  said  How's  land.  [Land  Records,  Vol, 
Y,  p.  15.] 

Soon  after  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Todd,  the  Churchmen  of 
Xorthbury  obtained  a  majority  of  the  votes,  and  took  exclu- 
sive possession  of  the  house  of  wor,-hip.^^  The  votes  are 
allodged  to  have  been  eighteen,  of  vdiich  eleven  were  on  the 
side  r,)f  the  majority  ;  but  this  numl)er  could  not  have  com- 
preliended  all  the  legal  votes  in  the  society.  As  a  conse- 
(jueiice  of  this  movement,  the  Congregational  minority  were 
obliged  to  look  f  n*  quarters  elsewhere.  The  society  therefore 
voted,  Oct.  6,  17-10,  to  apply  to  the  General  Assembly  f^r  a 
I  committee  "  to  stake  a  place  to  set  a  meeting  house,''  and  ap- 
pointed John  Bronson  agent  to  take  charge  of  this  business. 
The  A.-sembly  did  nothing,  and  in  the  fallowing  May,  (171:1.") 
anotlier  petition  was  presented  by  Moses  Blakeslee,  Thomas 
Blake>lee  and  John  ^Bronson,  a  committee.  They  asked  f  ^r 
the  interposition  of  the  Assembly,  saying  ^'  your  honors  are 
something  informed  of   our  circumstances  %v]nch  are  truly 

*  This  house  stood  in  Plymouth  Hollow,  at  the  intersection  of  the  north  and  south  (or  rivcr 
road)  and  the  east  and  west  road  running  through  the  center,  near  the  spot  where  the  school 
house  lately  stood. 
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great  and  very  distressing/'  *kc.  It  appears  that  the  pi-evious 
meetings  of  the  society  and  the  votes  appointing  the  officers 
had  been  irregular.  In  consequence  of  this  fact,  and  of  the 
broken  and  confused  state  of  aliairs,"  the  Assembly  appoint- 
ed Benjamin  Hall  of  TiTallingford  and  John  Iliggs  of  Derby, 
a  committee,  who  were  authorized  to  call  and  conduct  a  so- 
ciety meeting  and  to  advise  and  give  an  opinion  about  a  ])]ace 
for  a  meetinghouse.''  The  committee,  in  pursuance  of  instruc- 
tions, warned  a  meeting  to  beheld  on  tlie  10th  day  of  June,  1741, 
at  which  meeting,  Joseph  Clark  was  chosen  clerk,  and  Deacon 
Moses  Elakeslee,  John  Bronson  and  Serg.  Jolm  Yrarner,  com- 
mittee. The  iissembly's  committee,  also,  "  advised  and  direct- 
ed them  [the  society]  to  meet  on  the  sabbath  for  ten  months 
in  the  year  at  the  house  called  the  school  house,  and  the  other 
two  months  at  the  dwelling  house  of  Joseph  Clark,  namely 
January  and  February."  They  made  a  report  of  their  doings 
at  the  October  session,  which  was  approved  and  aece})ted.'' 
At  the  same  session,  the  society  again  petitioned  for  a  comniit- 
tee  to  locate  the  meeting  house.  Several  intluential  persons 
disapproved  of  this  movement.  Certain  of  them,  to  the  num- 
ber of  ten,  to  wit,  John  How,  Ebenezer  Elwell,  Barnabas 
Ford,  Jolm  Sutliff,  Tliomas  Blakeslee,  Daniel  Curtis,  Sanrin-l 
Frost,  John  Sutliff,  Jr.,  Abel  Sutlitf  and  Cak'b  Iluma-ton, 
signed  a  remonstrance.  They  did  not  want  a  committee  caliud, 
because — ^'  1.  The  conmiittee  sent  from  the  Honorable  As.-oni- 
bly  last  May  viewing  our  circumstances  advised  us  not  to  build, 
and  we  well  know  that  their  a<lvice  was  o^ood  considerinir  our 
poverty."  2.  Only  nine  were  in  the  vote  for  sending  f^r  a  C( mi- 
mittee.  3.  The  meeting  was  not  warned  to  confer  about  any 
such  thino^." 

Notwithstanding  the  opposition,  Capt.  John  Riggsan<l  v.'apt. 
John  Fowler  were  appointed  to  designate  a  place  for  a  moot- 
ing honse.  At  the  next  session,  in  May,  (171:2,)  the  commit- 
tee reported  that  they  had  selected  a  place  and  set  a  stake 
"  twenty  rods  on  the  westward  side  of  the  One  Pine  Swamp," 
and  thirty  rods  south  of  tlie  road  leading  from  the  river  east- 
ward. The  report  wa.-5  accepted  and  approved  ;  but  nothing 
was  done,  immediatelv,  in  the  wav  of  buildin*!^. 

Dec.  3,  1711:,  the  society  voted  to  build  a  meeting  house  at 
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tlic  committee's  stake,  and  resolved  for  the  ensuing  year  to 
meet  for  wor^^liip  at  tlie  houses  of  Daniel  Potter,  Samuel  Todd 
and  Caleb  Weed.  At  a  meeting  held  Sept.  2 J:,  1745,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  pending  vote,  "Barnabas  Ford,  Thomas  Blakslee 
and  David  Blakslee  declared  tlieir  decent  from  their  land  being 
taxed  for  the  building  a  meeting  house  for  the  decenters  <.>pen- 
ly  in  the  meeting."'  A  vote  was  then  passed  to  apply  to  tlie 
Assembly  for  a  tax  on  land  of  6d.  per  acre  for  four  years, 
the  lands  of  the  Church-of-England  men  to  be  exempted.  It 
was  alr-o  agreed  that  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  have  the 
mid<lle  stake  confii'med  for  the  meetins:  house."  John  Warner 
actc'l  as  the  agent  of  the  society,  and  in  his  memorial  pre^-ented 
in  Oct.  (17-1:5)  represented  that  about  one  third  of  the  society 
lui'l  dechired  for  the  Church  of  England,  and  that  the  western 
inliabitants,  for  whose  accommodation  the  old  stake  had  l.ieen 
SL-r,  luid  generally''  so  declared.  In  the  name  of  those  who 
^fiit  him,  he  desired  that  tlie  stake  might  be  jdaced  '-farther 
i^a>t  where  the  middle  stake  was  set  up,"  and  that  a  tax  be 
laid,  Occ.  The  prayer  was  granted  and  a  resolution  passed  as 
tbllows:  -  :  . 

Resolved  that  the  middle  stake  erected  by  sd  Committee  standitig  bv  the  path 
loading:  from  Dea.  Blakeslee's  to  Isaac  Castle's  dwelling  hou^e,  about  tp-enry  rods 
e:!stvv-;iri]  from  the  l.irook  that  runs  from  the  north  end  of  the  lull  called  (_)ne  Pine 
tii'.v.trd  the  river,  shall  be  and  hereby  is  established  to  be  the  place  wln-rt'ou  to 
b-,;i!>!  a  njCL'tiiig  house  in  said  parish — And  that  ail  the  unimproved  lands  in  the 
liiiiir.-  (if  said  pari>h  (exclu-ive  of  those  bidon^ring  to  such  persons  as  have  profess- 
ed by,-  die  Cliurch  of  Ei!Lr!and)  shall  and  here'oy  is  taxed  at  the  rate  of  'rUL  old 
ti.mor  currency  per  acre,  for  the  space  of  four  years  next  coming,  to  be  paid  by 
the  owner- of  such  lands,  and  to  be  improved  for  the. building  of  sd.  meeting 
hou-e  and  for  the  support  of  their  nduister.  ;  .  . 

Much  difficulty,  however,  was  experienced  in  the  collection 
of  the  tax  ;  and  in  Dec.  1747,  the  society  voted  to  pa}  all 
necessary  charges  for  law-suits  against  Caleb  Ilumaston,  ^^cul- 
lector,)  fur  di.-training  for  taxes. 

Dec.  9,  1715,  there  were  signs  of  decisive  steps  in  the  way  of 
building  a  meetinghouse.  Dea.  Moses  Blakeslee,  Lieut.  Dan- 
iel Curtis,  Ens.  Jolm  Warner,  Jo>eph  Chirk,  Jr.  and  Caleb 
Ilumaston  were  then  cliosen  buihling  committee,  and  it  was 
determined  that  tlie  liouj^e  should  be  forty-five  feet  by  thirty- 
five,  on  the  gnvand. 
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At  a  town  meetinu'  of  Waterbiirv,  held  Dec.  S,  174o,  tlie 
town  voted  upon  the  request  of  Xorthbiirj  parish  with 
respect  to  the  phice  to  set  their  meeting  house  upon,  to  pur- 
chase the  place  as  it  shall  be  stated  as  to  length  and  breadth 
by  a  committee  chosen  by  the  town."  Capt.  Timothy  Hop- 
kins, Capt.  Stephen  Upson,  Serg.  Thomas  Porter,  Capt.  Sam- 
uel ITickox  and  Capt.  AVilliam  Judd  were  appointed  the  c^un- 
niittee.  Tlieir  doings  are  recorded  under  date  of  Dec.  10, 
1740.  They  *'  set  out  a  place  or  green  convenient  for  a  place 
of  parade  and  burying  place  if  need  be,"  eiglit  rods  south  and 
eighteen  rods  nortli  '•from  the  stake  appointed  Ijy  the  Cuurt 
for  the  meeting  house  for  said  parish,"  (of  orthbury,)  •*  and 
sixteen  rods  west  at  each  end  from  the  east  line  of  John  Brins- 
mead's  farm,"  being  twenty-six  rods  in  leugrh  and  sixtetm  in 
breadth. — [Land  Eecords,  Vol.  YI,  p.  252.] 

The  above  two  acres  and  ^ix  tentlis,  belonging  to  jlr.  Brins- 
mead,  or  Brinsmade,  of  Mil  ford,  vv'ere  paid  for  by  the  town. 
In  order  to  enlarge  the  green,  certain  individuals,  as  it  ap- 
pears, purchased  of  Mr.  B.  f  uir  tenths  of  an  acre  adjoining. 
To  the  whole,  Mr.  Brinsmade  seems  to  have  addt-d  one  acre 
as  a  donation.  These  four  acres  and  one  acre  more,  makiiig 
five  acres,  Mr.  B.  conveyed,  xVpril  1,  1747,  to  Caleb  Humas- 
ton  for  ^' £\d  old  tenor,"     Tlie  land  is  descriljed  as  lying 

north  of  the  hill  called  the  One  Pine."  Of  this  tract,  Ilum- 
aston  deeded  the  four  acres  intended  for  a  green,  Dec.  3, 
174:7,  to  the  society's  committee  of  IS^ortlibury,  said  land 
being  situated  ''about  the  meeting  house,"  the  same  to  be  taken 
off  the  five  acres  had  of  Brinsmade,  beginning  at  the  S'Vath- 
east  corner,  thence  running  west  twenty-two  rods  by  the 
highway,  t<j  be  twenty  rods  wide  at  the  north  end,  butting 
west  on  Brinsmade's  land,  north  on  Ilumaston's  land,  east  <>n 
Mr.  Todd's  land,  south  on  highway,  and  running  north  and 
south  far  enouii'h  to  make  four  acres. — [Land  Eecords,  T  oi. 
YI,  p.  257.] 

Sept.  22,  1747,  the  society  voted  that  any  man  of  the  Inhabitance  may  l>uil(l 
a  ^^abbath  day  liou-e  for  cohvcniency  so  will,  prouided  he  sets  it  on  y«  green  on 
which  the  meting  house  stand.-;,  prouided  he  sets  it  on  the  outside  on  the  line 
whare  the  society  coniniity  then  standing  shall  say  fit,  and  at  s**  meting  they  voted 
to  cleer  the  meting  house  green  by  cuting  bru.-h  and  clearing  it  away, 

IS 
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Dec.  Qt'.,  1749,  a  vote  was  passed  to  fiuish  the  lower  part  of  tbe  nteeting  house 
up  to  the  ^rts,  and  to  have  a  Pew  upon  each  shh'  oi"  tlie  pulpit  and  owne  eaoli 
side  of  tlie  fore  door,  all  4  in  number,  and  the  rest  fitted  up  with  seats. 

From  the  last  vote  I  infer  tluit  tbe  new  lioiise  was  nearly 
ready  for  occupatiori  in  1740.  It  was  not  completed,  liow- 
ever,  for  many  year>. 

At  last,  Dec.  4,  1752,  the  bnsiness  of  seatin<?  was  taken  np. 
Stephen  Curtis  and  William  Curtis  Avere  placed  in  the  fore 
seat ;  Ezekiel  Sanford  and  Phineas  Eoyce  in  the  pew  hy  the 
pulpit  stairs;  Sanmel  Curtis  and  Benjamin  Upson  in  the 
pew  next  to  the  north  side  of  the  pulpit  :  Jonathan  Cook  and 
John  Humaston  in  the  second  seat ;  Wiliiain  xVndruss  in  the 
third  seat. 

Under  date  of  Dec.  7,  1753,  I  find  a  classification  of  the 
seats,  according;  to  rank,  desio-ned  as  a  ^'uide  to  the  seating' 
committee.    Here  is  the  record  : 

Dignifvinc,^  y«  meeting-  house  by  sosiaty  meeting  as  followeth — first,  the  fore 
seats  ;  '2d  y*  pews  by  the  pulpit  stares  ;  bd  y®  pews  ioining  to  the  pulpit  north  ;  4th 
y«  pews  by  y«  fore  dore ;  y«  second  seat ;  the  Little  pew  ;  y«  pew  at  the  South 
end  windo  and  the  pew  in  opposition  at  y®  north  end  ;  corner  pew  at  South 
west  corner  and  the  pew  at  y«  north  west  corner  :  the  3d  seat  and  iIk-  p(,'\v  by  the 
south  dore  and  the  pew  by  the  north  door  ;  the  4th  seat  ;  the  pew  by  the  South 
stares  and  the  pew  by  the  north  stares  and  next  y®  hind  seat  ;  y«  front  seat  in  y® 
galery  next  to  y"^  3d  seat  and  y«  fore  seat  in  y^  gak-ry  next  to  y*  pews  by  the 
north  dore. 

From  what  can  he  gathered,  I  conclude  that  the  meeting 
house  was  prohahly  begun  in  174G  ;  tliat  it  was  occupied,  in 
mild  weather,  in  1750  ;  that  it  was  glazed  and  the  lower  part 
put  in  order  for  nse  throughout  the  year  in  1753  ;  that 
the  galleries  were  not  fitted  ni>  till  17G2,  and  that  the  house 
was  not  finally  finished  till  170^. 

Early  in  17S3,  the  rpiestion  of  erecting  a  new  meeting  house 
was  agitated,  and  in  April,  a  ^■•:>te  (03  to  20)  in  lavur  of 
building  was  passed.  At  the  same  time,  a  committee  was  cho- 
sen to  apply  to  the  County  Court  to  say  where  it  should  be 
placed.  But  there  was  delay,  and  another  Committee  was  se- 
lected for  the  sai/ie  purpose,  in  Jan.  17SS,  In  March,  1700,  it 
was  decided  that  the  house  shouhl  be  sixty-five  feet  l)y  forty- 
five,  and  a  tax  be  laid  of  Is.  on  the  pound,  to  be  paid  in  sheep, 
neat  cattle,  grain  and  building  materials,  the  price  of  the  lat- 
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ter  to  be  fixed  hy  a  committee.  Daniel  Potter,  J.  A.  Wri2"lit, 
Isaac  Curtis  and  Zacliariali  Ilitclicock  were  tlie  building  com- 
mittee, and  were  directed  to  inquire  what  tlie  house  woidd 
cost — tlie  work  to  be  done  by  the  ''jobb."  They  reported 
that  Capt.  Thomas  Button  and  his  son,  Thomas  Duttou,  3d, 
proposed  to  erect  it.  sixty-five  feet  by  forty-five,  for  £727, 
10s.;  or,  if  it  was  made  two  feet  smaller  each  way,  fi)r  £700. 
The  last  proposition  was  accepted.  In  Xoveniber,  the  s^'iciety 
directed  a  committee  to  contract  with  Caj^t.  Dutton  and  his 
son  to  add  a  steeple  to  the  house,  provided  £150  conld  be 
raised  by  subscription  for  that  object.  In  December,  1702, 
the  building  appears  to  have  been  nearly  finished. 

Previous  to  17S0,  Westbury  and  Xorthbury  were  indepen- 
dent ecclesiastical  societies  only.  It  was  novv'  proposed  to 
form  them  into  a  distinct  township.  At  a  town  meeting  in  AVa- 
terbury,  March,  17S0,  a  vote  was  passed  to  prefer  a  petition 
to  the  General  Asseml)ly,  at  tlieir  next  session,  that  the  socie- 
ties of  ^Yestbury  and  I^orthbury  might  be  incLU-porated  into  a 
separate  town  and  annexed  to  the  county  of  Litchfield,  said  new 
town  to  quit-claim  all  right  to  the  school  and  ministerial  moneys, 
ifcc,  etc.  At  the  same  time,  Joseph  Hopkins  and  othei-s  were 
chosen  a  committee  to  meet  and  consider  the  interests  involved 
in  the  separation,  and  to  arrange  the  details  and  report  make  at 
the  next  meeting.  In  3[ay  folio win.g,  (17S0,)  the  societies,  f<)r 
themselves,  petitioned  the  Legislature  for  town  privileges,  and 
at  the  same  session  were  incorporated,  receiving  the  name  of 
Watertown.  ]S"othing  is  said  in  the  act  about  school  and  min- 
isterial moneys. 

Jan.  II,  17S2,  Messrs.  Aaron  Benedict,  Ashbel  Porter.  Dr. 
xVbel  Bronson  and  Capt.  John  Welton  were  chosen  on  tiie 
.part  of  AYaterbury  to  meet  the  selectmen  of  Watertown,  end 
run  the  line  between  the  two  towns.  Their  report  may  be 
found  in  the  second  Book  of  Highways. 

In  May,  1740,  forty  individuals,  twenty-nine  of  thenn  de- 
scribed as  living  in  "  Derby  woods,"  (northwest  part  of  Der- 
by,) five  in  Sout}d)urv  woods''  (southeast  part  of  Woodbury) 
and  six  in  Waterbury  woods,"  (southwest  part  of  Water- 
bury.)  petitioned  the  General  Court  for  society  privileges. 
Those  re^idini?  within  the  limits  of  Waterburv  were  Isaac 
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Trowbridge,  Jolm  AVeed,  Jonas  Weed,  Josejih  "\yeed,  Tlioinas 
Osborn  and  Josepli  Osborn,'"'  They  stated  tliat  tliev  lived  from 
seven  to  ten  miles  from  Louses  of  public  worship,  with  bad 
roads  to  travel  and  a  river  to  cross,  and  that  they  were  £'2,000 
in  the  list.  The  Assembly  appointed  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  grounds  of  the  petition.  They  reported  a  boundary 
line  for  the  society  in  Oct.  The  two  houses  disagreed,  and  a 
new  committee  was  appointed,  wlio  recommended  tlie  same 
bounds.  Their  report  Avas  accepted  and  approved,  and  the 
society  incorporated,  ^lay,  1741,  by  the  name  of  Oxford. 

In  the  same  year,  (1711,)  Oxford  parish  voted  to  build  a 
meeting  house,  and  petitioned  the  Assembly  to  send  a  com- 
mittee to  designate  the  place  for  setting  it.  The  request  was 
complied  with,  and  the  place  selected  was  the  south  end  of 

Jacks  Hill.''  In  May,  1713,  the  people  asked  liberty  "  to 
embody  "  themselves  in  church  estate,"  in  order  to  settle  a 
minister.  In  Oct.  1713,  the  clerk  of  the  parish  reported  to 
the  Assembly  that  the  meeting  house  was  "  inclosed  in  Oct. 
1711:,  that  it  was  "  being  iinished in  May,  1717,  that  it  was 
glazed  and  the  floors  laid  ;  in  May,  1710,  tliat  it  was  plastered 
and  the  seats  and  pulpit    being  prepared." 

April  29,  1793,  Joseph  Hopkins,  agent  of  the  town,  was 
directed  to  oppose  the  application  of  the  society  of  Oxford  to 
the  Assembly  for  town  privileges.  In  October,  1795,  a  vote 
was  passed  to  resist  a  renewed  attempt  having  the  same  object. 
A  similar  course  was  taken  in  April,  1790,  when  still  another 
attempt  was  made.  In  October,  1790,  however,  the  du-ired 
act  of  incorporation  was  obtained,  aijd  the  new  town  was  called 
Oxford. 

In  May,  1757,  certain  individuals,  thirty- three  in  number, 
living  in  the  western  part  of  AVaterbury,  first  society,  and  the 
contiguous  parts  of  Westbury,  Oxford,  Southbury  and  the  old 
society  of  Woodbury,  petitioned  the  Assembly  for  winter 
privileges. t    They  pleaded  that  some  of  their  number  lived 

About  1760,  the  following  persons  bearing  liits  were  inhabitants  of  the  Waterbury  portion 
of  Oxford  society.  They  were  signers  of  a  petition  of  tlie  western  people  for  a  new  sooitty  to 
be  called  Middlebury,  Their  li^t?.  are  annexed  :— Robert  Hale,  £1S ,  Urah  Ward.  £^l*,  Ts.;  Dan- 
iel Hawkins,  £il,  lis.;  Samuel  Woodruff;  £41,  10,.;  .N'oah  Cande,  £13;  Andrew  Weed,  £21 ; 
Daniel  Osborn,  £Sl,  Kis.;  John  Weed,  £16,  los.;  David  Judson,  £S,  Ss. 

t  Twenty  of  the  petitioners  are  recognized  as  belonging  to  Waterbury,  fourteen  to  the  first 
iociety  and  six  to  Oxford  parish.    More  of  them  may  have  so  belonged. 
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five  or  six  miles  and  the  nearest  three  miles  from  any  place  oi 
public  worship,  and  that  it  was  extremely  difficult  for  them 
and  their  families  to  attend  the  worship  of  God. 

The  request  was  not  granted,  and  in  May,  1700,  the  petition 
was  renewed,  this  time  for  parish  privileges.  The  lirst  society 
of  Waterbury  sent  in  a  remonstrance.  In  it  they  stated  that 
their  whole  list  amonnted  to  about  £3,000- — that  there  w<.a-e 
within  the  limits  uf  the  proposed  new  parish  twenty-one  taxa- 
ble persons,  having  lists  amounting  to  £1,282,  t's.  —that  there 
lived  in  the  east  and  northeast  parts  of  the  society,  three  miles 
or  more  from  the  center,  twenty-eight  tax  payers,  with  lists 
equal  to  £1,312,  5s. — and  that  south  from  the  center  at  the 
distance  of  from  four  to  six  miles,  there  were  thirty-six  tax- 
able persons  whose  lists  footed  up  £2,226,  153.  The  southern 
and  eastern  inhabitants,  they  contended,  were,  in  each  case,  as 
much  entitled  to  parish  privileges  as  the  memorialists,  and 
might  be  expected  to  ask  for  them  should  the  prayer  of  the  lat- 
ter be  granted.  Should  the  society  be  thus  cut  up,  the  Avest- 
ern,  eastern  and  southern  portions,  being  taken  aAvay,  there 
would  be  left  within  three  miles  from  the  meeting  house  [fifty- 
one]  individuals,  bearing  lists  in  the  aggregate  of  £3,117,  -is., 
without  deducting  £T,311r,  Is.  for  the  Church-of-England-nieii. 
''Tlie  effect"  of  dismemberment,  the  remonstrants  continued, 
would  be  to  cut  us  up  into  mouthfuls  ready  for  the  devourer."'-"'" 

*  In  connection  with  theremonstrance  and  to  confirm  its'  representations,  the  names  of  the 
taxpayers  in  the  diircrent  sections  of  the  old  society,  w:t!i  their  liiU,  were  given.  Here  id  a 
copy  of  the  document.   (The  shillin-'S  and  pence  in  the  original  are  omitted.) 

'*  Old  Stump  or  Town  Spot  [Town  Center] 


.James  Hull, 

£103 

Samuel  Scott,  Jr., 

£G0 

Dea.  Thomas  Clark, 

£144 

Andrew  Bronson, 

93 

Obadiah  Scovill, 

iir 

Benjamin  Scott, 

51 

Elnathan  Judd, 

47 

George  Prichard, 

49 

Samuel  Barnes, 

31 

Daaiel  Darnes, 

•23 

Daniel  Weltou, 

Go 

Ehenezer  Waklee, 

^3 

Dea,  Thomas  Bronson, 

01 

Joseph  Iloplcins, 

00 

Comfort  Upson, 

14 

Capt.  Thomas  Porter, 

143 

John  Cole, 

•29 

William  Scott, 

4! 

David  Criase, 

33 

Timothy  Clark, 

44 

William  Hickox, 

.52 

Lt.  Obadiah  Richards, 

104 

Capt.  Stephen  Upson, 

44 

Samuel  Warner, 

60 

Abijah  Richards, 

51 

Stephen  Upson,  Jr., 

il4 

Benjamin  Harrison, 

Jr.,  -29 

Joseph  Nicholi, 

r>3 

Moses  Frost, 

11 

Samuel  Root, 

43 

Samuei  Frost, 

John  Slawter, 

53 

Jonathan  Baldwin, 

55 

William  Rowle, 

55 

Benjamin  Uarrison, 

40 

Ezra  Bronson, 

12 

David  Prichard, 

31 

Aaron  Harrison, 

53 

John  Selkrig, 

1 3 

Timothy  Scott, 

3* 

Elizabeth  Porter, 

17 

Isaac  Prichard, 

01 

Daniel  Ki  Hum, 

45 

Thomas  Upson, 

64 

William  Adams, 

31 

Asa  Scovill, 

3D 

Elisha  Frisbe, 

C3 

Edmund  Tompkins, 

ilO 

Ebenezer  Bronson, 

No.  51. 

£s.u: 

Samuel  Wiiliams, 

50 

Reuben  Blakeslee, 
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Tlie  petition  was  not  granted.  A  like  fate  attended  another 
presented  in  Oct.,  and  still  another  in  May,  1701.  The  last 
had  liftv-four  signers. 

In  17SG,  the  old  society  agreed  to  pay  for  preaching  the  then 
ensuing  winter,  eight  sabbaths,  at  West  Farms.  In  17S7,  they 
appropriated  £9  for  the  same  object.  In  1700,  West  Farms  and 
the  adjoining  portions  of  Woodbury  and  Southbury  were  made 
into  a  distinct  society  by  the  name  of  Middiebury.  The  church 
was  organized  in  170(3.  Seth  Bronson  and  Xathan  Osborn 
were  appointed  deacons.  The  hrst  minister,  Eey.  Ira  Hart, 
was  iiistalled  in  1798,  and  was  dismissed  April  5th,  1809. 
His  successor  was  Mark  Mead. 

In  June,  ISOO,  the  society  of  Middlebury  petitioned  the 
Assembly  for  an  act  conferring;  on  them  town  rio-hts.  AYa- 


West  Branch  three  ruiles  [or  more]  from  meeting  house.  [These  were  the  petitioners  for 
parish  privileges.] 


Amos  Scott, 

£46 

Benj.  Wilmot, 

£103 

Abner  Monson, 

£35 

Jam.'s  lironson, 

76 

Stephen  Abbott, 

62 

Isaac  Bronson, 

140 

Ebeaezor  P.ichason, 

69 

John  Scott, 

39 

Isaac  Bronson,  Jr., 

41 

Ephraiiii  Bi??el, 

21 

Ednmnd  Scott, 

24 

Eunice  Scott, 

13 

Dr.  P.  [Peter]  Powers, 

7S 

Stephen  Miles, 

63 

David  Miles, 

29 

Thomas  Mallory, 

60 

Ebeaezer  Lawton, 

10 

Josiah  Bronson, 

163 

Nathaniel  Richason, 

50 

No.  21.  £1 

2f2,  63. 

Benj.  Bristol, 

46 

Thomas  Richason, 

56 

East  Branch  [afterwards 

Wolcott]  three  miles  [or  more]  from  tlie  meetinghouse. 

Thomas  Welton, 

£>3 

William  Cole, 

£9 

William  Monson, 

£13 

Benjamin  Nichols, 

34 

Roger  Prichard, 

96 

Daniel  Alcock, 

48 

John  Alcock,  Jr., 

54 

James  Basset, 

55 

James  Alcock, 

42 

81 

Joseph  Beach, 

54 

William  Woodward, 

6 

Benjamin  Benham, 

40 

Isaac  Cleaveland, 

29 

Isaac  Hopkins, 

151 

Seth  Bartholomew, 

52 

Joseph  SutlilT, 

86 

Barnabas  Lewis, 

86 

Joseph  Sutliff,  Jr., 

I 

Shadrick  Benham, 

26 

Abial  Roberts, 

73 

Cornel  Johnson, 

45 

Josiah  Adkins, 

35 

Josiah  Rogers, 

49 

Eldad  Mix, 

2-2 

William  Hickox, 

52 

Edward  Rogers, 

21 

Abial  Roberts,  Jr., 

No.  2S.  £J 

261,  Is. 

South  Branch  [afterwards  Naugatuck]  three  miies  [or  more]  from  meeting  house. 

Abraham  Wooster, 

£76 

Stef  hen  Warner, 

£66 

Charles  Warner, 

£47 

Stephen  llopkins. 

111 

Lranc  Scott, 

44 

Enoch  Scott, 

41 

Israel  Terrel, 

11 

J'jhn  Ho[)kins, 

144 

Thomas  Porter,  Jr., 

34 

Lt.  John  Lewis, 

101 

Amos  Osborn, 

74 

Aaron  Terrell, 

38 

Capt.  (;[ideori]  Hotchkiss 

,  174 

Ira  Beebe, 

16 

Bt-njamin  Tinker, 

29 

Samuel  Lewis, 

119 

Israel  Calkins, 

3 

Stephen  Hopkins,  Jr., 

01 

Samuel  Porter, 

6.5 

Gideon  Hickox, 

153 

El)enezer  Judd, 

26 

Isaac  Judd, 

56 

William  Hoadle.v, 

lis 

Simeon  Beebe, 

2S 

Gideon  Scott, 

40 

Sanxuel  Hoadley, 

21 

John  Terrell, 

4S 

iloses  Terrell 

52 

Benjamin  Prichard, 

13 

Isaac  Spencer, 

79 

George  Scutt, 

25 

Elnathan  Prichard, 

20 

Dan.  Williams, 

4^ 

Joseph  Sperry, 

31 

No.  36.  £2,. 

15s. 

Oliver  Terrell, 

51 

Samuel  Scott, 

90 
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tei'biiiy  resolved  to  oppose  the  application  ;  "but,  at  the  same 
time,  chose  a  coiuniittee  to  confer  with  the  nienioriali>rs  and 
''hear  their  propositions,-'  c\:c.  The  committee  were  Messrs. 
Joseph  Hopkins,  Xoah  Baldwin  and  John  Kingsbury.  The 
society  was  finally  incorporated,  with  town  piriviieges,  in 
ISOT.^ 

So  far  as  ascertained,  the  first  settler  witliin  the  limits  of  pre- 
sent Wolcott  was  John  Alcock  of  Xew  Haven.  lie  bought, 
March  31,  1731,  of  Jo.-iah  Rogers  of  Branford,  for  £S-2,  117^ 
acres  of  land  on  Spindle  Hill,  described  as  in  the  northeast 
quarter  near  Ash  Svranip  or  Potuckco's  King,  (in  the  north- 
west part  of  the  present  town  of  Wolcott,)  on  wduch  he  settled 
with  a  young  family  in  the  same  year.  He  was  admitted  as 
an  inhabitant,  Dec.  13,  1731.  In  siibserpient  years,  he  a*h,led 
largely  to  his  landed  estate.  After  Alcock,  Isaac  Hopkins, 
(tanner.)  Thomas  ^rdton,  Eliakim  AVelton,  Boger  Prichard,  Jo- 
seph Beach,  Eldad  Mix,  Shadrick  Benham,  Abiel  Iloberts  and 
others  became  settlers. 

In  Oct.  1760,  certain  individuals  living  in  the  contigrtous 
territory  of  AYaterbury.  Farmington  and  Southington  long 
lots,  on  the  Mountain,'''  nundjering  twenty-eight,  petitioned 
the  Assembly  to  make  them  a  distinct  society.  They  stated 
that  they  occupied  a  tract  of  land  five  miles  s<pare,  were 
£2,000  in  the  list  and  lived  an  inconvenient  distance  i'rom 
places  of  public  worship.  The  western  inhabitants  were  peti- 
tioners at  the  same  session,  also  asking  parish  privileges. 
"VYaterbury  first  society  remonstrated.  They  said  that  the 
eastern  memorialists  (belonging  to  tlieir  society;  numbered 
seventeen  and  stood  £'S11,  lis.  in  the  list — that  there  were 
twenty-five  of  the  western  memorialists  (embraced  in  the  first 
society)  who  were  £1,300,  13s.  in  the  li^t— and  that  there  \vere 
thirt^-'four  taxpayers  having  an  uidted  list  of  £2,220,  not  em- 
braced in  either  of  the  proposed  parishe>,  who  lived  three, 
four  or  six  ndles  southwardly  from  the  meeting  house,  and 
who  were  as  well  entitled  to  society  privileges  as  the  >igners 
of  either  of  the  mernorials. 

The  remonstrants  farther  declared  that  the  land  out  of  the 
center,  for  two  or  three  miles  each  way,  was  broken  an<l  l)ar- 
rcn,  so  that,  though  the  town  had  been  settled  for  nearly  one 
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liundred  vcars,  the  number  of  tliose  bearino-  lists  livinoMvitliin 
Two  and  a  half  miles  of  the  meeting  house,  exclnsive  of  Epis- 
copalians, was  but  sixtv-six,  with  an  aggregate  list  of  £3,600, 
7s.  ttd.  These  were  the  facts,  they  continued ;  and  it  the 
prayers  of  the  memorialists  are  granted  and  two  new  societies 
made,  a  tliird  would  be  asked  for,  embraciiig  tlie  southern  in- 
habitants, and  could  not  with  justice  be  refused.  If  the  three 
sections  were  taken  oti\  they  contended,  they  would  be  ''strip- 
ped of  almost  all  the  inhabitants  but  those  that  live  within 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  meeting  house.''  Such  action, 
"they  were  of  the  mind,  must  lay  the  foundation  for  the  ruin 
of  the  society,  since  the  lines  [spoken  ofj  comprehend  about  all 
the  feasible  land  on  each  side." 

The  petition  w\as  rejected,  as  was  another  with  forty-three 
signers,  in  May,  1762. 

In  Oct.  1762,  the  eastern  people,  numbering  thirty-eight, 
renewed  their  petition,  and  the  committee  of  the  old  society 
again  remonstrated.  The  latter  represented  that  the  memorial- 
ists living  in  "Waterbuiy  numbered  twenty-one  with  an  united 
list  of  £998— that  the  west  line  of  the  proposed  parish  came 
within  two  miles  of  the  meetino;  house,  "  and  it  miaht  almost 
as  well  come  quite  to  it  as  it  includes  all  the  inhabitants  that 
way  except  two  or  three  families  " — that  ''  there  were  two 
distant  parts  more  (besides  the  memorialists)  in  this  society, 
at  as  great  a  distance  as  they  and  each  of  them  bigger  in  num- 
ber and  list  (viz.)  at  South  Farms  numbering  forty  eight  and 
£2,407  in  list,  and  at  TV^est  Farms  twenty  three,  and  £1,418  in 
list."    The  remonstrants  continued  : 

So  there  are  three  several  parts  under  just  the  same  need,  and  so  the  'v\-hoh?  so- 
ciety with  £8,000  Hst  wants  to  be  divMed  into  four  diiTerent  societies.  [  *  *  ] 
If  tliese  distant  parts  are  exempted  from  taxes,  the  Old  Spot  would  have  fifty  sev- 
en bearing  lists  and  £3,130  in  list. 

The  tenor  of  the  memorial  leads  to  distraction  and  not  edification,  [  *  *  J 
and  the  granting  of  it  would  be  as  the  letting  forth  of  waters  that  will  soon  over" 
whelm  us  in  ruin  [  *  *  ].  Yery  sorry  our  l:>rethren  should  oblige  us  so  of- 
ten to  trouble  the  Hon.  Assembly  with  repeated  accounts  of  our  situation  and 
leanness,  especially  in  such  times  as  these  we  live  in. 

"We  [the  committee]  being  concerned  in  making  and  collecting  rates,  hare 
enough  to  do  to  keep  from  starving  out  the  gospel,  by  collecting  the  moilciato 
sums  granted,  which  is  a  very  difficult  spot  of  work  in  instances  not  a  few,  unles.s 
we  would  drag  men  to  jayl,  or  destrain  from  them  by  force  what  we  are  sensible 
they  know  not  how  to  do  without. 
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Xotwitlistaiuliiig  the  cocrency  of  tliis  reasoning,  the  pe<')ple 
of  Parmingbiii'v  (so  called }  were  allowed  to  hire  preaching  tive 
months  in  the  year  and  to  set  up  a  school,  and  in  the  niean- 
time  to  he  exempt  from  other  society  and  scliool  taxes.  Ihit 
the  line  established  as  the  western  limit  of  the  winter  pai'i^h 
was  not  satisfactory  to  the  first  society.  Their  committee 
complained  that  it  came  within  two  miles  of  the  meeting 
house  and  extended  south  as  far  as  a  due  east  line.*'  They 
prayed  (May,  1703)  that  the  act  granting  winter  privileges 
might  be  annulled,  or  a  committee  sent  to  view  the  circum- 
stances, iSzc.  A  committee  was  appointed  and  continued  till 
May,  1763,  when  they  made  a  report  and  recommended  that 
the  limits  of  the  winter  parish  should  l)e  contracted,  the  south 
end  of  the  western  line  being  made  to  run  fartlier  east.  The 
Farmingbury  people,  by  a  committee,  resisted  this  movement. 
They  complained  that  the  Assembly's  committee  went  beyond 
instructions,  and  prayed  that  the  existing  line  might  be  con- 
firmed, or  that  they  might  be  incorporated  into  a  distinct  soci- 
ety, the  expense  to  be  paid  by  the  old  society.  Sixteen  of  the 
inhabitants,  however,  to  be  included  in  the  new  parish  re- 
monstrated against  such  incorporation.  Tlie  result  was,  the 
Assembly  approved  the  report  of  their  last  committee,  and 
denied  the  adverse  petition. 

In  the  spring  of  1767,  thirty-one  petitioners  of  the  winter 
parish  requested  society  privileges,  and  asked  that  the  limits 
of  the  society  might  be  extended  into  ^*Tew  Cambridge,  (since 
Bristol.)  They  said  they  numbered  seventy-one  families,  and 
had  a  list  of  £'3,S72,  Ss.  (The  list  of  the  old  society  was  then, 
exclusive  of  Churchmen  and  Baptists,  £0,S54-,  lis.  3d.)  The 
petition  Avas  denied,  as  was  a  new  one  in  Oct.  176S,  with  fifty- 
two  signers. 

In  the  spring  of  1770,  another  petition  was  presented,  bear- 
ing forty-nine  names,  praying  that  they,  tlie  memorialists, 
might  be  made  a  distinct  society.  The  subject  was  continued 
to  the  Oct.  session,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  view  the 
circumstances.  They  reported  that  thej  found  within  the 
limits  described  about  ninety  persons  that  bare  lists  and  about 
sixty  eight  families,  exclusive  of  the  Church  of  England,  and 
the  sum  total  of  their  lists  to  be  about  £3,000."    The  report 
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was  accepted  and  a  society  incorporated,  Xov.  1770,  by  tlie 
name  of  Fariuingbury,  A  year  afterwards,  the  parish  asked 
for  a  hmd  tax  of  3d.  an  acre  fjr  f(jiir  years.  The  request  was 
granted. 

In  Decenil)er,  1787,  tlie  inhabitants  of  Farmingbury  pre- 
sented a  memorial,  in  town  meeting,  giving  reasons  why  rhey 
should  be  incorporated  into  a  distinct  town,  and  asking  the 
consent  of  the  meeting.  A  committee  was  a])pointed  to  take 
the  matter  into  consideration  and  hear  the  proposals  that 
might  be  made  *'  concerning  public  moneys,  bridges  and 
toAvn's  poor,"  Occ,  and  report  make.  Jo^iah  Bronson,  Stephen 
Ives,  Aaron  Benedict,  Ezra  Bronson,  John  Welton  and  Sam- 
uel Lewis  were  the  committee.  "  It  is  rather  a  doubt  in  our 
minds,"  tliey  reported,  of  the  expediency  of  granting  them 
their  request,  on  any  consideration  whatever,  but  more  espe-  { 
cially  upon  tlie  offers  and  proposals  in  several  articles  by 
them  "  made. 

Oct.  8,  1792,  Farmingbury  applied  to  the  Legislature  for 
the  desired  act  of  incorporation.  The  tovrn  voted,  that  if  the 
memorialists  would  within  eight  days  give  up  all  right  to  the 
ministerial  and  school  moneys,  pay  twenty  pounds  in  consid- 
eration of  being  released  from  supporting  the  great  bridge  on 
the  AVoodbury  road,  bind  themselves  to  take  care  of  their 
proportion,  acc<,>rding  to  the  grand  list,  of  the  town  poor,  and 
to  pay  their  share  of  the  town  debts,  then,  in  that  case,  the 
town  would  not  oppose  the  object  of  the  memorial. 

In  the  spring  of  1706.  Farmingl)urv  was  made  a  distinct 
tovrn  by  the  name  of  Wolcott,  and  Waterbiiry  "  appointed  a 
committee  to  settle  and  adjust  ail  matters  and  concerns  be- 
tween "  the  two  towns. 
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CHAFTErw  XYIIL 

MR.  LEAVEyWORTITS  MINISTRY:    THE  THIRD  MEETIXG  HOUSE. 

Till  1T3S,  when  TTestbiirY  was  ineorporateJ,  all  ecclesias- 
tical matters,  at  present  ccaisidered  as  belonging  to  tlie  society, 
>vere  managed  hj  the  town.  At  this  j)eri(.Ml,  however,  it  he- 
came  necessary  that  these  matters  slionld  he  nnder  thu  exclu- 
sive direction  of  the  dilierent  societies.  As  there  are  novr  no 
known  records  of  the  tirst  society  of  Waterbury  hearing  an 
earlier  date  than  1S06.  and  no  church  records  anterior  to  ITlJo, 
additional  difiiculties  are  thrown  in  the  way  of  writing  a  con- 
nected ecclesiastical  hir^tory.  The  society's  records  were  in  ex- 
istence a  few  years  ago,  and  possibly  may  again  turn  u]),  on 
removing  the  forgotten  rubbish  from  somebody's  garret.  The 
facts  which  will  be  given  have  Ijeen  gleaned,  in  part,  from 
some  brief  notes  taken  from  the  lost  records  some  thirty  years 
ago,  by  the  late  Bennet  Bronson. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  first  society  of  ^^aterbury  appears 
to  have  been  held  Xov.  10,  IToS,  at  Avhich  time,  John  JS«juth- 
mayd,  Jr.  was  chosen  clerk.  Xot  long  after  Mr.  Southmayd's 
release  from  his  ministerial  charge,  a  Mr.  Buckingham  was 
invited  to  become  the  minister,  but  he  refused.  In  June, 
1739,  a  "  call  "  was  made  out  for  the  Rev.  Mark  Leavenworth^ 
a  graduate  of  Yale  College,  in  1737,  a  native  of  Stratford,  with 
an  ofi:er  of  £500  settlement  and  £150  sahu'y.  lie  was  r>rdai]i- 
ed  in  Marcli,  171:0.  Towards  his  '"settlement,"  several  ])er- 
sons  gave  by  deed  certian  tracts  of  land.  Thus,  Dec.  1,  1739, 
Moses  Blakt'slee,  "  of  Xew  Haven,*'  (then  about  to  remove  to 
Waterbury,)  gave  ten  acres  in  the  undivide*l  lands  ;  Jeremiah 
Peck  ten  acres  ;  Isaac  Bronson  seven  acres  and  a  half ;  Stephen 
Hopkins  seven  and  a  half  acres  ;  Stephen  Upson,  Thomas 
Clark,  John  Bronson,  Thomas  Bronson  and  Jtjhn  Juddt,  each 
five  acres  ;  all  for  the  use  of  the  ministry  in  said  society  in 
settlement.''    Soon  afterwards,  Thomas  Judd  deeded  seven 
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acres,   Jolui  S':>utliinayd  ten  acres  and  Samuel  Scott  tliree 
acres,  in  tlie  undivided  lands,  and  Josepli  Lewis  five  acres  in 
the  sequester,"  all  for  tlie  same  object. 

In  174:7,  Mr.  Leavenworth  refused  that  part  of  his  sahiry 
which  was  levied  upon  tlie  Church-of-England  inhabitants.'"'^  In 
171S,  his  sahiry  was  increased  to  £200  ;  in  174:9,  to  £350  ;  in 
1750,  to  £1:00,  "old  tenor,"  a  committee  at  the  same  time  be- 
ing appointed  to  inspect  and  graduate  tlie  rates,  and  to  make 
the  salary  equivalent  to  £150  at  the  time  Mr.  Leavenworth 
was  settled,  which  action,  the  record  says,  was  satisfactory  to 
Mr.  L.  In  1752,  his  salary  was  still  further  increased  to  £150, 
and  in  1753  to  £500.  These  rei2;ular  ancrmentations  of  salarv 
were  designed  as  a  compensation  for  the  progressive  deprecia- 
tion of  the  currency,  occasioned  by  the  repeated  issues  of  bills 
of  credit,  or  notes  of  circulation,  to  be  redeeiued  at  a  future 
perit.xl  by  the  colonial  government.  These  issues  were  com- 
inenced  in  1709,  but  owing  to  their  moderate  amount,  the  con- 
sequences were  not  serious  for  many  years.  Though  Dr.  Trum- 
bull thinks  otherwise,  the  currency  must  have  been  a  griod 
deal  depreciated  in  1739.  But  this  luid  taken  place  so  gradu- 
ally, that  the  efiect  had  hardly  been  noticed.  In  this  year, 
the  Spanish  Avar  broke  out,  and  to  defray  the  heavy  expenses, 
a  large  issue  of  new  bills  was  made.  To  keep  up  their 
value,  they  were  made  a  legal  tender.  As  a  consequence, 
the  old  bills,  called  ''old  tenor  bills,"  wdncli  had  been  and 
c<;)ntinued  to  be  the  standard  of  value  in  business  transac- 
tions, rapidly  depreciated,  or,  what  amounts  to  tlie  same  thing, 
all  other  commodities  quickly  appreciated.  The  "  new  tenor 
bills  "  do  not  appear  to  have  l)een  enqdoyed  inordinary  trans- 
actions, and  the  legal  tender-provi>ion,  by  reason  of  com- 
plaints made  to  the  EngUsh  government,  was  soon  repealed. 
Additions  continued  to  be  made  to  a  nnserable  paper  currency, 
and  ]»rices  rose  to  an  unprecedented  extent.  A  bushel  of 
wdieat  which,  in  1733,  was  in  Waterbury  worth  Ss.,  and  in  171:0 
10s.,  had,  in  1752,  risen  to  £1,  15s.,  and  in  1753,  to  £1,  ISs. 


*  It  will  be  remembered  that  ministerial  taxes  levied  upon  Churchmen  were  by  the  statute 
to  be  paid  over  to  their  own  clergyman  when  they  had  one  ;  but  at  th'n  time  I  believe  they  were 
destitute  of  a  minister  ia  Waterbury.  Consequently,  the  taxes,  which  were  ^'athered  from  all 
alike,  belonged  by  law  to  ilr.  Leavenworth. 
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Eye  Avas  charged  in  1733  at  6s.,  in  174^  at  ISs.,  in  1750,  at 
£1,  in  1755  at  £1,  Ss.  The  hibor  of  a  man,  in  1753,  per  day, 
commanded  £1,  :2s.  In  all  cases,  old  tenor  cnrrency  is  intend- 
ed. When  the  price  of  an  article  was  to  be  paid  in  specie, 
or  its  eqnivalent,  it  was  customary  to  bargain  for  ^'lawful 
money."  About  1756,  the  paper  currency  system  exploded, 
and  the  people  returned  to  the  specie  standard.  In  that  year, 
wheat  was  sold  for  5s.,  rye  for  2s.  6d.,  and  a  man's  day's  wr>rk 
for  2s.,  bearing  one  eighth  or  one  tenth  part  only  of  the  nominal 
value  they  had  previously  done.  -  These  enormous  fluctuations 
were,  of  course,  productive  of  the  most  serious  mischief. 

In  1755,  Mr.  Leavenworth's  salary  was  £65  "  procLaniation 
money,''  or  its  erpiivalent  in  old  tenor  ;  in  1759,  £51 ;  in  1761, 
£65 ;  in  1762,  £S2  ;  in  17S1,  £55,  but  on  account  of  the  bur- 
dens of  the  society  and  the  public  taxes,  Mr.  L.  agreed  to  accept 
£15.  In  17S2,  the  salary  was  £65  and  £10  in  wood;  in 
1791,  £70,  but  Mr.  L.  gave  the  society  £5  of  it. 

In  1792,  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Leavenworth's  increasing 
infirmities,  the  society  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with 
him  concerning  the  settlement  of  a  colleague.  An  arrange- 
ment was  made,  and  in  March  of  the  following  year  a  vote 
was  passed  to  give  him,  as  a  consideration,  £80  money,  t\Venry 
cords  of  wood  and  tlie  use  of  the  parsonage  lot. 

Mr.  Leavenworth  died  Aug.  20,  1797,  aged  S6,  in  the  5Sth 
year  of  his  ministry.  A  few  months  before  his  death  lie  oth- 
ciated  in  public,  and  a  year  before,  as  I  gather  from  the  MSS. 
of  Dr.  Trumbull,  preached  seven  sabbaths. 

After  Mr.  Leavenworth  received  an  invitation  to  settle  in 
Waterbury,  and  before  his  ordinati(>n,  he  purchased  of  Dea. 
Thomas  Judd  the  Serg.  Ilickox  place,  then  containing  five  and 
three  quarter  acres,  for  which  he  agreed  to  pay  £25(>.  C. 
B.  Merriman's  dwelling  stands  a  little  farther  south,  but  mo>t- 
ly  on  tlie  same  foundation  as  the  old  house. 

Mr.  Leavenworth's  ministry  in  AVaterljury  commenced  at  a 

*  The  people  of  Northbury,  in  voting  Mr.  Todd's  salary,  sometimes  tried  to  fix  the  value  of 
the  currency  as  compared  with  silver  or  lawful  money,  though  generally  they  did  not  niaku  suf- 
ficient allowance  for  depreciation.  Thu3,  in  1751,  sixty  shillings,  in  17.J-2,  sixty-eight  ;hillin^'?, 
and  in  1754,  seventy-two  siiillings,  were  considered  as  equivalent  to  one  ounce  of  silver.  (Tlie 
U.  S.  mint  price  of  silver  of  standard  purity  is  §1.21  per  ounce,  Troy.)  In  175.5,  twelve  sliil- 
ings,  old  tenor,  were  to  be  paid  for  1  shilling  lawful  money. 
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critical  period.  Until  a  >liort  time  previous,  tlie  general  inter- 
ests, secular  and  religious,  were  conducted  in  a  spirit  of  peace 
and  harmony.  Xow,  however,  various  causes  concurred  to  de- 
stroy this  concord.  Westbury  was  incorporated  in  and 
Xorthbury  in  1739.  From  the  moment  these  societies  were  or- 
ganized, separate  and  indeed  opposing  interests  sprung  up.  The 
town  foresaw  the  difficulties  and  for  a  time  opposed  the  division  ; 
but  at  last  yielded  to  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  the  thing. 
After  tlie  separation,  the  diiierent  societies  regarded  their  spe- 
cial interests  cliieliy.  Tliey  even  went  so  far  as  to  nominate, 
in  their  meetings,  t<.)wn  othcers,  which  were  recommended  to 
tlie  town  voters  on  election  days.  Tliese  attempts,  r.n  tlie  part 
of  the  different  societies,  to  forestall  action  in  matters  belong- 
ing exclusively  to  the  town,  at  last  l)ecame  so  annoying  as  to 
call  forth  a  rebuke.  The  town  voted.  Doc.  12,  ITIS,  that  the 
nominations  "  brong^lit  in  by  Westbury  and  Xorthbury  "  were 
"not  to  be  regarded  ;  it  lieing  the  proper  work  of  this  day  to 
nominate  and  choose  officers  as  the  law  directs.'' 

Other  difficulties  grew  out  of  the  public  funds.  The  first, 
or  old  society,  claimed  all  the  ministerial  property,  thus  leav- 
ing the  people  of  ~\Vestbury  and  Xorthbury  without  re- 
sources from  this  quarter,  (though  they  or  their  fathers  may 
have  contributed  to  the  original  fund.)  The  latter  were  of 
course  dis-atislied  with  this  state  of  things.  They  also  saw 
troubles  in  the  future  concerning  the  school  moneys.  They 
looked  forward  to  the  time  wlien  their  parishes  should  be  ma<le 
separate  towns.  Then,  the  old  town  would  assert  her  exclusive 
right  to  the  school  property.  The  discussions  connected  witli 
these  exciting^  topics,  as  might  l^e  expected,  were  not  always 
conducted  in  the  best  temper.  Much  Ijad  feeling  was  engen- 
dered. 

In  171:0,  that  wonderful  man  Wliitfield  appeared  in  Xew 
England,  and  preached  Avitli  amazing  power  in  several  places 
in  Ilhode  Island,  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut.  All  classes 
caught  the  enthusiasm,  and  Xew  Ens-land  was  in  a  blaze  of  ex- 
citement.  A  Revival  such  as  modern  times  had  not  bef  >re  wit- 
nessed was  the  conserpience.  With  the  intensity  of  feeling, 
there  was  the  usual  mixture  of  bad  passions.  Great  diversity 
of  sentiment  and  angry  controversy  followed.     Strange  opin- 
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ions  and  irregular  and  disorderly  practices  sprung  up.  Minis- 
ters forsook  tlieir  pulpits  and  became  itinerants,  and  lav 
preachers  with  more  zeal  than  knowledge  Avere  common. 
All  took  sides.  Those  who  favored  the  new  doctrines  and 
practices  were  called  XeAv  Lights,  while  those  who  chose  to 
adhere  to  the  eood  old  wars  of  their  fathers,  discountenan- 
cing  innovation,  were  denominated  Old  Lights.  The  clergy 
were  divided ;  "  while  the  magistrates  and  principal  gentle- 
men of  the  commonwealth Avere  on  the  side  of  the  Old 
Lights.  Oppressive  laws  were  enacted  and  ecclesiastical  dis- 
cipline attempted,  but  all  in  vain.  The  excitement  extended 
to  AYaterburj,  and  Mr.  Leavenworth,  a  young  nnm  of  warm 
impulses,  sympathized  with  the  Xew  Lights,  while  Mr.  South- 
mayd,  more  distrustful  of  appearances,  sided  with  tlie  Old 
Lio-hts.  Some  of  the  meetino^s  of  the  Xew  Liii"hts  Avere  ex- 
tremely  boisterous  and  disorderly,  so  that,  on  one  occasion, 
John  Southmayd,  Jr.,  a  constable  of  the  town,  felt  himself 
justified  in  appearing  in  their  midst  and  commanding  the 
peace  of  the  commonwealth.^  The  conserjuence  of  all  this 
was  much  exasperation  of  feeling  mdxed  up  Avith  religious 
zeal.  Mr.  Leavenworth's  ardor  led  him  into  difficulty.  He, 
together  AAuth  the  Rev.  Mr.  Humphreys  of  Derby  and  the  Eev. 
Mr.  Todd  of  iS"orthbury,  had  assisted  in  the  ordination  of  Mr. 
Jonathan  Lee  of  Salisbury,  Avho  was  suspected  of  the  Xcav 
Light  heresy.  They  Avere  all  brought  before  the  Association, 
and  suspended  from  all  "  associational  communion. ''f 

Owing  to  the  general  phrenzy  Avhicli  had  taken  hold  of  the 
people,  the  churches  were  convulsed  and  many  of  them  rent 
into  fragments.  The  old  society  of  Waterbury  suliered  great- 
ly, ^[any,  annoyed  and  disgusted  Avith  Avhat  they  saw,  turned 
Churchmen.  Among  them  was  constable  Southmayd,  the  ..on 
of  the  former  minister.  He  Avas  one  of  the  subscribers,  in 
1742,  to  the  fund  for  building  the  ncAA'  Episcopal  church. 
Soon.  liOAA'ever,  he  returned  to  the  society  he  had  left. 

Other  causes,  having  their  origin  in  religious  differences,  c^^n- 
spired  to  destroy  the  good  feeling  which  had  previously  prevail- 
ed. The  Ciiurch  of  England  claimed  to  be  the  established  rcli- 
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gion  of  the  Colonj,  and  tlie  Congregatioualists  cvervwliere  were 
declared  dissenters.  Our  fathers  were  provoked  and  alarmed 
by  this  (as  they  deemed  it)  extraordinary  arrogance.  They 
had  crossed  the  ocean  and  subdued  the  wihlerness ;  endured 
hardships  and  encountered  dangers  that  they  miglit  find  an 
asyhini  for  their  religion,  where  they  might  worship  God  ac- 
cording to  their  consciences.  Xow  they  saw  Avith  s<3rrow 
that  they  were  not  safe  in  their  retreat.  The  same  dread  pow- 
er from  which  they  had  tied  still  threatened  them.  Episcopa- 
cy was  spreading  in  difterent  (piarters.  Several  years  before, 
Rector  CuUer  of  Yale  College  and  other  clergymen  in  the 
neighborhood  forsook  tlieir  charges  and  went  to  England  to 
receive  Episcopal  ordination,  no  other  being  considered  valid. 
They  returned  to  tliis  country  as  missionaries  in  tlie  service 
of  the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts. 
This  was  a  powerful  society  in  England,  with  ample  funas. 
Xew  England  was  an  important  field  of  its  operations,  and  the 
reii2:ious  dir^orders  of  the  countrv  favored  its  action.  Xearlv 
all  the  Episcr»pal  clergy  were  in  its  pay.  The  Congregatioual- 
ists of  Waterbury  observerl  with  apprehension  the  movement 
making  among  themselves  in  favor  of  Church-of-Englandism. 
So  great  were  their  fears  from  this  rpiarter,  that  they  re- 
rpiired  their  new  minister,  ]\[r.  Leavenworth,  to  give  a  bond 
fur  ,£50'J  to  be  paid  to  the  society,  *'if  he  should  within,  twenty 
years  from  that  time  [Xov.  21st,  1739]  become  a  Churchman, 
or  by  immorality  or  heresy  render  himself  unfit  for  a  gospel 
minister,  to  be  decided  by  a  council.''  The  course  of  their 
enemies  in  opposing  the  payment  of  the  £'100  voted  to  Mr. 
Soutlimayd,  and  their  conduct  in  Xorthbury,  showed  organi- 
zation and  determination,  an«l  proved  that  their  fears  were 
semething  more  than  an  apparition.  Thus  the  elements  of 
agitation  and  conflict  were  at  work  in  all  directions.  For  a 
long  time,  those  of  opposite  religious  views  could  not  agree 
to  ditfer.  The  doctrine  of  tolerati<»n  in  matters  of  religions 
o[)inion  had  not  then  been  learned.  It  was  new  to  the  world. 
Xo  living  examples  existed  by  which  its  real  nature  and  practi- 
cal workings  conld  be  studied.  All  sought  religious  liberty  tV)r 
themselves,  but  nobo<ly  thought  of  conceding  it  t<:>  others.  At 
la>t  all  vielded  to  its  advantaires  and  its  necessitv,  and  peace 
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returiied  In  1748-0,  Mr.  Leaven wortli  was  released  from 
liis  £500  bond. 

Mr.  Leavenworth  was  the  chaplain  of  the  second  regiment 
(Col.  WliitingV)  in  the  campaign  of  ITGO,  in  the  old  French 
war.  The  following  is  his  bill  for  services,  to  the  colonial 
government : 

To  my  service  from  24  March  to  XoV  is  3-3  weeks  1  day  at  £09,  8s.  Td. 
To  my  expense  and  carryin^r  my  baggage  from  home  and 

one  man  and  two  horses,  2,  14s.  7d. 

To  my  expenses  returning  home  from  Schenectady,  being 

able  to  travel  but  slowly,  a  man  and  two  horses,  o,  13s.  <id. 


£105,  16s.  8d. 
Mark  Leavenworth. 

Mr.  Leavenworth  had  the  reputation  of  being  what  is  called 
a  ''plain  preacher,"  not  having  always  the  fear  of  his  people 
before  his  eves.  lie  doubtless  thought  that  it  did  good  to  stir 
them  up,  sometimes  roughly.  lie  had  among  his  hearers  a 
person  of  some  standing,  who  had  the  infirmity  of  sleeping 
(and  probably  snoring)  in  meeting.  Tliinking  perhaps  to  cure 
the  man's  weakness,  he  on  one  occasion  stopped  suddenly  in 
his  discourse,  and  addressing  himself  to  the  sleeper,  said — 

Wake  up  I  wake  up  I" — The  response  quickly  followed — I 
am  not  asleep  any  more  than  you.  Parson  Leavenworth  ;  so 
please  mind  your  own  business.''  Of  course,  a  great  commo- 
tion followed.  Some  were  indignant,  others  amused.  Two 
days  after,  or  on  the  lOtli  day  of  June,  1760,  the  delincjuent, 
Samuel  Root,  was  arraigned,  on  a  grand  jury  complaint,  before 
TIkjuuis  Clark,  f  »r  "  profanirig  the  sabbath,  or  Lord's  day,  by 
rude  talking  in  time  of  puldic  worship,  to  the  disturbance  of 
both  minister  and  congi-egation,  contrary  to  law.''  The  cul- 
j)rit  confes.-ed  that  he  'lid  talk,  ike,  and  pleaded  in  justiti- 
cation,  •*  that  he  had  told  Mr.  Leavenu'orth  that  if  ever  he 
spoke  to  him  in  particular  in  time  of  vrorship  to  wake  up,  lie 
would  tell  him  that  it  was  none  of  his  business.''  The  Court 
looked  upon  the  plea  as  insuliicient,  and  ordered  the  guilty 
party  to  pay  a  tine  of  '*  tive  shillings  money  and  costs  of  court 
taxed  at  £0-1-02,  and  stand  committed  till  he  comply,"  etc. 

Mr.  Leavenvv'orth  was  considered  a  benevolent  man,  having 
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a  large  heart  in  the  right  phice.  He  was  lenient  to  his  poor 
parishioners  who  conhl  not  eonveniently  pay  their  rates,  and 
was  beloved  by  all.  He  was  in  habits  of  familiarity  with  his 
people;  conld  pass  a  j<;)ke  and  enjoy  one  even  at  his  own  ex- 
pense. A  parishioner  brought  him  a  load  of  green  poplar 
wood  with  which  to  pay  Ids  taxes.  ]\Ir.  L.  saw  the  swindle 
and  eonqdained  of  tlie  "  pople."'    "  Well,*'  said  the  other, 

you  sometimes  preach  pople.'-  AVhen  the  new  meeting 
house  was  building,  Mr.  L.  took  a  lively  interest  in  the  enter- 
prise, and  one  day  went  down  to  give  assistance.  lie  placed 
himself  astride  a  stick  and  commenced  knocking  out  a  mor- 
tice. One  of  the  workmen,  noticing  his  position,  (v/hich  thv 
rules  of  the  craft  did  not  allow,)  approached  stealthily  and 
naile«l  him  l)y  the  slack  of  his  trowsers  to  the  tindjcr.  The 
mortice  being  finished,  Mr.  L.  attempted  to  move,  but  found 
himself  last.  By  a  stroke  of  the  chisel  he  cut  himself  free, 
but  damaged  the  instrnment.  In  a  mock  trial  which  folloAvech 
the  parties  were  both  fined,  the  parson  being  sentenced  to  turn 
grindstone  to  repair  the  chisel. 

Mr.  Leavenworth  preached  the  election  sermon  in  May, 
1772,  in  Hartford,  wdiich  was  printed.  It  is  the  only  sermon 
of  his  which  I  have  lallen  in  with,  and  is  a  respectable  per- 
formance. Its  main  subject  is  charity.  In  the  cour-e  of  it, 
the  authors  love  of  liberty  comes  out.  He  repels  indignantly 
the  charges  bronght  by  the  ecclesiastical  dignitaries  of  Eng- 
land against  the  Puritans  of  America. 

In  17J;1,  Edward  Porter  of  Earndngton,  who  graduated  at 
Yale  College  in  17Sn.  ])egan  to  preach  in  Waterbury,  and  in 
Octol>er  was  hired  for  a  year  fr»r  £'!jr)  and  £10  in  Avood.  In 
the  year  following,  he  received  an  invitation  to  settle  as  col- 
leaiiue  pastor,  with  the  offer  of  £I<''0  salary  and  his  w  ood, 
with  the  use  of  the  parsonage  after  Leavenwortli's  death. 
He  was  installed  Xov.  IS,  1705.  In  Decendjer,  1707,  how- 
ever, in  conserpiencc  of  failing  health,  he  desired  to  be  releas- 
ed from  his  charge.  He  was  dismissed  Jan.  18,  1708.  Aftei-- 
wards,  he  continued  to  resi<le  in  Waterbury  for  many  years, 
had  some  difficulty  with  another  church-mendjer,  and  at  lengtli 
removed  to  Farmington,  where  he  died  in  1828. 

Holland  AYeeks,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  C<jllege,  was  the 
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next  miiiistGr  of  AVaterbuiy.  In  October,  1700,  he  signiiied 
his  acceptance  of  the  call  extended  to  him,  vrixh  £10o  salary 
and  the  use  of  the  parsonage  lot.  He  was  installed  Xov.  '20, 
ITOO.  In  Xovenil)er,  1S0(3,  he  made  known  his  wish  for  a 
dismission.  The  society  voted  to  unite  with  him  in  this  object, 
but  decided    not  to  sulnnit  pecuniary  matters.''^ 

January  2d,  1705,  the  society  voted  to  build  a  meeting 
house  by  more  tlian  a  two  thirds  vote,  and  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  fix  on  a  plan  and  place.  On  the  sixteenth  of  the 
same  month  the  committee  reported  to  build  near  the  old 
spot,  sixty  by  f  >rty-two  feet.  It  was  decided  that  the  house 
should  have  a  steeple,  should  be  covered  t]ie  ensuing  summer, 
and  finished  by  the  first  of  Xovend:)er,  1706.  '^he  committee 
were  also  directed  to  make  a  contract  tV>r  the  building  wirh 
"William  Leavenworth  for  £>o^'K  To  defray  the  expenses,  a 
tax  vras  laid  of  3s.  on  the  pound,  on  the  list  of  1701.  Tlie 
house  was  dedicated  in  1700.  A  l)ell  was  soon  added,  wliich 
was  to  \\'eiu'h  from  six  hundred  to  six  hundred  and  fiftv 
pounds,  which  it  was  voted  the  Episco})al  society  should 
have  the  use  of  ''on  all  proper  occasions."  A  new  Ijell  was 
procured  about  1S13,  to  replace  the  old  one  which  had  been 
badly  cracked.  A  new  cupola  steeple  was  added  about  ISll, 
the  tall  oM  spire  Iiaving  contracted  a  vicious  habit  of  leaning 
eastward,  as  though  earthward  iiiclined.  Its  cost  was  not  to 
exceed  gGO.  The  pevrs,  with  their  high  backs,  (with  open 
work  nnder  the  rail.)  were  rem'>ved  at  a  later  date,  and  slips 
substituted  in  their  place.  T!ie  house  stood  in  front  of  the 
present  residence  of  Dr.  Eockwell,  looking  southward,  with 
roads  running  on  all  sides.  The  growing  taste  of  the  viUage, 
conserpient  on  thrift,  h<;>wever,  discovered  that  it  had  an  un- 
seemly look  in  its  then  present  position.  It  was  conserpiendy 
rolled  back  to  the  spot  wdiere  the  Second  Congregational 
church  now  stands,  tlie  lot  having  been  given  by  Mr.  Scovill 

*  The  early  deacons  of  the  Waterbury  churcfi  were  as  follows,  the  date  referring  to  the  time 
of  their  appointment  : — Thomas  Judd,  about  1095;  Tliomas  Ilickox,  about  1724;  Thomas  Clark, 
about  lliS;  Joseph  Lewis,  about  174!)  ;  Thomas  Bronson,  about  1750;  Thomas  Broiison,  2d, 
about  1756  ;  Samuel  Lewis,  before  1763;  Andrew  Itronson,  before  1770;  Joseph  Iloiikins ; 
Timothy  Clark,  June,  1706;  StL-nheu  Eronson,  December,  J7!)7;  Daniel  Bronson,  M  ly,  ItOO; 
Joseph  Bartholomew,  May,  1-00. 

The  early  physicians  of  Wa'erbury  1st  society  were  Daniel  Porter,  Ephraira  Warner,  Dauiel 
Porter,  2d,  Benjamin  Warner,  Preserved  Porter,  Timothy  Porter,  Isaac  Baldwin,  Frederick 
Leavenworth,  Joseph  Porter,  Edward  Field. 
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as  an  inducement  for  its  removal.  Scarcely,  liowever,  had  it 
readied  its  resting  place,  when  a  project  was  started,  and  after 
considerable  delay  carried  throngh,  of  putting  np  anotlier 
and  more  fashionable  house.  The  old  building  at  length 
2)assed  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Scovill  above  named,  by 
whom  it  was  fitted  up  for  offices  and  public  rooms.  It  re- 
ceived the  name  of  Gothic  Hail.  Subsequently,  it  was  re- 
moved again  to  its  present  site  in  the  rear  of  tlie  Second  Con- 
gregational church. 


CHxVPTEE  XIX. 


EPISCOPACY  IN"  WATERBURY. 

The  movement  which  terminated  in  the  formation  of  an  Epis- 
copal church  and  society  in  AYaterbury  commenced  at  an  early 
period,  when  there  were  but  few  Churchmen  and  three  or  four 
congregations  in  the  Colony.  It  is  stated  that  James  Brown, 
who  came  from  West  Haven,  in  1722,  who  had  probably  licard 
the  preaching  of  Dr.  Johnson  of  that  place,  a  distinguished  con- 
vert to  Episcopacy,  was  the  first  of  that  persuasion  in  "^^ater- 
biiry.  At  what  time  Brown,  ]>rofanely  called  Bi.-hop  Brown, 
was  converted  to  the  English  church  is  not  known.  Probably 
it  was  not  till  after  his  removal  from  West  Haven.  In  173  7, 
according  to  the  Churchman's  Magazine  for  1S07,  there  were 
in  Waterbury  not  exceeding  six  or  seven  heads  of  families 
(Trumbull  says  but  two  or  three")  in  all  who  were. of  the  same 
belief.    In  the  course  of  the  year  mentioned,  divine  service, 

*  Dr.  Trumbull  appear?  to  have  obtained  his  information  from  a  manuscript  letter  of  J'*hn 
"Wellon,  E.sq.,  of  Buckihill,  who  was  an  early  and  inlluontial  member  of  thecliurch,  and  who  died 
in  1S16,  aged  89.  This  letter  will  be  found  among  Dr.  Trumbull's  papers  in  Yale  College 
Library. 
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for  the  first  time,  accordinp;  to  the  rites  of  the  church."  was 
performed  in  Waterbiiry,  by  Mr.  Jonathan  ArnohA,  a  mission- 
ary of  the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel  in  Foreign 
Parts,  who  was  at  first  settled  in  AVest  Haven  as  Dj*.  John- 
son's successor,  and  who  at  the  time  was  a  minister  in  orders 
for  West  Haven,  Derby  and  Waterbury.  He  baptized  two 
infants,  both  of  wliom  Avere  living  in  ISOT,  one  a  respectable 
member  of  the  church  ;  and  after  having  officiated  a  few 
times,  removed  out  of  the  mission.  During  the  period  be- 
tween Mr.  Arnold's  removal  and  1740,  Dr.  Johnson,  tlien  of 
Stratford,  and  Mr.  Beach  of  Xewtown,  visited  AVateriniry 
occasionally,  preaching  and  administering  the  ordinances. 
iSText,  a  Mr.  Morris  was  appointed  by  the  society  in  England 
to  otficiate  in  this  and  other  places  in  tlie  neighborhood  ;  but 
he  did  not  like  the  country,  and  soon  (about  1742)  returned 
to  Europe.  Pev.  James  Lyon,  (an  Irishman,)  another  mis- 
sionary, succeeded  Mr.  ]\[orris,  about  1713.  He  had  charge  of 
the  three  parishes  named  above,  resided  in  Derby,  preached 
one  tliird  of  the  time  in  Waterbury,  and  after  some  four  years 
removed  to  Brookhaven,  Long  Island,  where  he  acted  as  a  mis- 
sionary many  years.  Ecdhjwing  his  departure  there  was  a 
vacancy  for  a  time,  during  which  printed  sermons  and  prayers 
were  read  by  some  competent  person,  every  Sunday. 

In  1710,  ilr.  Pichard  Mansfield,  (afterwards  D.  D.,)  a  nativc 
of  tlie  Colony,  returned  from  England  '*  in  holy  orders,"  and 
took  charge  of  the  parishes  of  Derby,  Waterbury  and  West 
Haven,  living  in  Derby  and  otficiating  one  third  of  tlie  time 
in  each  place.  While  under  his  charge,  the  churcli  flourished 
much.  He  is  described  as  a  man  beloved  by  his  people  and 
vriiiing  to  make  any  sacrifices  for  their  good.  Xo  extremity 
of  weather  or  badness  of  roads  p>revented  his  visiting  the  sick, 
baptizing  children  or  committing  to  the  earth  the  remains  of 
his  parishioners.""  Mr.  Mansfield  continued  in  the  mission 
till  1750,  at  which  time  he  withdrew  and  occupied  himself  with 
the  parishes  of  Derby  and  Oxford,  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected many  years. 

The  pi'osperity  of  the  Episcopal  church  in  Waterbury  dates 


*  Rev.  Chauncey  Prindle  ;  MS3.  published  in  the  Chronicle  of  the  Cliurch,  July  0,  li;3D.  See 
alio  Churchman'i  Magazine,  Vol  IV,  pp.  12S,  171. 


20:1: 


IIISTOIiY  OF  ^VATEREUEY. 


from  about  1740.  In  January  of  tliat  year,  certain  persons 
calling  tlienis(?lve3  Cliurchnien  "  remonstrated,  it  will  be  re- 
membered, against  paying  Mr.  Soutlimayd  the  £100  voted  bim. 
Tlieir  names,  tifteen  in  number,  were  spread  upon  the  town 
record  and  the  li>t  is  interestina*.    Here  it  is : 


Ephraim  Warner, 
Daniel  Forter, 
Kobert  Johnson, 
James  Brown, 
Benjamin  Warner, 


Xathaniel  Merrill, 
Obadiah  Warner, 
Eiehard  Welton, 
Joseph  Smith, 
Ejihraim  Warner,  Jr., 


Caleb  Thomson, 
James  AVilliams, 
Thomas  Barnes, 
Abraham  Warner, 
Samuel  Brown, 
the  late  Bennet  Bronson. 


[The  above  list  is  copied  from  the  manuscripts  of 
There  is  no  record  of  town  meetine-s  between  Dec.  1T3S  and  Dec.  H  i'*.  One 
leaf,  perhaps  more,  of  the  record  book  is  missing.  It  may  have  been  lost  in  bind- 
ing. The  mi>-!ng  portion  Avas  in  existence  some  thirty  years  ago,  as  proved  by 
the  manuscripts  referred  to.] 

In  this  year  (1740)  came  the  great  Eevival,  bringing  in  its 
train  extravagances  and  disorders.  Tlie  Episcopal  chnrch  gain- 
ed strength  as  the  divi-ions  and  animosities  in  the  old  socit'ty 
increased.  Within  a  short  time,  it  is  stated,  twenty-^i^'e 
heads  of  families  were  added  to  their  numbers,  and  tliey  re- 
solved, in  1742,  to  erect  a  church.  The  following  persons 
were  subscribers  to  a  fund  to  defray  the  expense  : 


Gforge  Xicliols, 
Thomas  Osbcrn, 
Daniel  Porter, 
Jonathan  Prindle, 
John  Southmayd,  [Jr.,] 


Richard  Welton, 
Richard  Welton,  'Id, 
Eliakim  Welton, 
Ephraim  Warner, 
Ebenezer  \Varuer. 


James  Brown, 
John  Barnes, 
Thomas  Barnes, 
Joseph  Bronson, 
Xathaniel  Gunn, 
John  Judd, 

The  town  was  applied  to  to  provide  the  land  on  which  the 
new  house  should  be  set,  and  the  f.'lluwing  vote  was  }>assed, 
Dec.  13,  1742: 

Upon  the  request  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Warner  and  others,  the  town,  by  vote,  gave 
liberty  to  set  up  a  church  on  the  iiigh  way,  north  of  Edmund  Scott's  house  lute 
against  the  apple  trees  in  said  Scott's  lot  by  the  highway,  and  appoint  the  present 
townsman  with  John  Southmayd  a  committee  to  agree  with  the  said  Scott  to  get 
some  of  his  lot,  if  they  can  have  it  upon  reasonable  terms,  that  the  house  may  be 
better  accommodated  and  the  highway  less  incumbered. 

For  some  reason  not  now  understood,  the  ground  above 
designated,  and  which  is  the  same  as  that  on  which  the  pre- 
sent Episcopal  church  stands,  was  not  obtained  or  nnt  im- 
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proved,  and  a  year  afterwards  tlie  town  gave  to  "William  Selk- 
rigg  the  liberty  to  place  a  house  on  it. 

At  another  meeting,  held  x^pril  10, 1TJ:3,  in  answer  to  a 
petition  from  those  who  were  abrtnt  to  set  np  a  chnrch,''  the 
town  did  by  vote  agree  that  provided  they  purchased  a  place 
of  any  particular  person  to  set  their  house  upon  and  set  it 
accordingly,  they  might  have  liberty  to  draw  twelve  pounds 
in  money,  old  tenor  bills,  out  of  the  town  treasury  to  pay  for 
the  same." 

A  few  days  after  the  above  grant  from  the  town,  or  April 
20,  1713,  when  the  clinrch  had  already  been  counnenced, 
John  Judd,  who  had  recently  become  a  Churchnum,  for  £12 
money,""  conveyed  to  James  Brown,  Itichard  A\"elton,  lienja- 
min  AYarner,  Moses  Br»-)nson,  John  Barnes,  Richard  Welron. 
Jr.,  Robert  Johnson,  Jonathan  Prindle,  Xathaniel  Grunn,  Jos. 
Bronson  and  George  Xicliols,  and  '*  to  others  of  the  denomi- 
nation of  the  Church  of  England,  or  professors  thereotV  a 
piece  of  laud,  ''to  accommodate  the  setting  up  of  a  church," 
described  as  the  southwest  corner  of  his  Iiuusc  lot.  ••where 
they  are  now  raising  a  church,''  Iveing  forty-five  feet  on  the 
south  side,  next  the  maiu  street,  twenty-eight  feet  on  the  west 
side,  next  to  "Willow  street,  fifty  feet  on  the  north,  and  thirty- 
nine  on  the  east  side.  The  church  stood  on  a  lijie  with  the 
east  and  west  street  near  where  Mr.  C.  C.  Post's  dwelling 
house  is. 

At  this  stage  of  proceedings,  or  in  February,  171C-1,  the 
Church-of-England-men  determined  on  a  movement  to  obtain 
parish  privileges.  Without  such  privileges  they  could  not  lay 
taxes  for  building  a  church.  Before  going  to  the  Legislature, 
however,  they  applied  to  the  town  to  secure  its  gOf:>d  will. 
The  town,  in  a  liberal  spirit,  resolved  that  it  would  not'ojuxj^^e 
them  in  their  application.  Their  petition,  signed  by  thirty- 
eight  persons,  came  before  the  Assembly  in  October,  ITil, 
and  was  rejected.    Here  is  the  paper  : 


*  It  is  umlerstood  that  thh  land  was  a  donation  by  the  grantor  to  the  Episcopal  church,  not- 
withstandujz  a  consid-^ration  is  uu-ntioned  in  tlie  deed,  and  this  con-iilt-ratiMn  corre-ji'ni.!;  '.vitii 
the  grant  which  ha<l  just  heen  made  by  ilie  ton  a  to  purchase  ground  on  which  to  place  the 
church. 
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The  Memorial  of  the  subscribers  being  Professors  of  the  Church  of  Enahuid 
and  inhaViitaiirs  of  the  Town  of  Waterbury  in  Xew  Haven  county,  by  their  agent 
Doet.  Benj.  "Warner  of  sd  Waterbury.  IlumVily  sheweth — 

That  Avliereas  your  Honours  Meniorialli.-ts,  being  Professors  of  the  Church 
of  Engkmd,  and  bound  in  Duty  to  carry  on  the  "Worship  of  God  araong-t 
us  from  which  there  arises  considerable  charges  that  are  Xecessary  in  order 
thereunto,  as  building  a  church  and  Keeping  it  in  Pepair  with  many  oilier 
things  of  the  Like  Importance,  "Which  charges  (as  we  your  Humble  Memorialists 
think)  could  be  Defrayed  More  conveniently  by  a  Tax  upon  each  person  according 
to  their  List,  as  such  charges  are  in  the  Parrishes  establislied  l)y  the  Laws  of  this 
colony.  And  there  being  no  Law  of  this  colony  Enabling  us  to  Lay  and  Gather 
such  Taxes,  Humbly  pray  that  your  Honours,  in  your  (ircat  goodness,  Avould  be 
pleased  to  Grant  us  Parrish  Preveleges  in  Every  perticular  (the  School  only  ex- 
cepted) as  the  Parrishes  liavo  establisheil  according  to  the  Constitution  of  this 
Government,  and  your  Memorialists  as  in  Duty  bound  Shall  ever  pray.  Waterbury 
April  22<^.  1744.* 

Jonathan  Scott, 
John  Barns, 
Gershom  Scott, 
Gamaliel  Terril, 
Robert  Johnson, 
Thomas  W'elton,  Jr., 
Timothy  Porter, 
Xathan  Hubbard, 
Benjamin  Prichard, 
Thomas  "Welton, 
Nathan  Prindel, 
Ebenezer  Judd, 
Dr.  Ephraim  Warner, 

This  catalogue  of  names  may  be  sup»posed  to  represent 
nearly  tlie  entire  strength  of  the  new  denomination  at  the 
date  of  the  petition.    I  notice,  however,  the  al)sence  of  three  ■ 
names  wliich  were  on  tlie  paper  of  suhscription.s  for  a  chnrch, 
to  wit,  Xathan iel  Gunn,  Thomas  0>born  and  John  South-  ';. 
mavd  [Jr.];  and  of  five  names  wliich  are  on  the  list  of  tho-e  ■ 
who  protested  to  the  p^ijiP-g  of  Mr.  Southmayd  the  £100  in 
1740,  to  wit,  Joseph  Smitli,  Caleb  Thomson,  James  "Williams, 
Abraliam  AVarner  and  Samuel  Brown.    Of  these  eiglit,  J'  mn 
Southmayd,  James  AVilliams  and  Samuel  Brown  liad  died  and 
Caleb  Thomson  had  already,  probahdy,  removed  to   liar-  f 
winton.    If  we  add  the  remaining  tbur,  all  Churchmen,  (and  ) 


*  Of  course,  the  Assembly  could  not  grant  thi,-?  petition  without  abandoning  tlieir  systt-ni  of 
lezislation  which  niade  Con.i,'rt'jrationaiiim  tiie  relij-'ion  of  the  State.  Other  Cliurchmen  of  other 
towns  petitioned  for  corporate  privileges  with  a  like  reiult. 

t 

\ 

{ 


Stephen  Welton, 
Zebulon  Scott, 
Eliakini  Welton, 
John  Alcock, 
Joseph  Brunson, 
James  Browne, 
James  Browne,  Jr., 
Joseph  Browne, 
Daniel  How, 
John  Browne, 
Thomas  Barnes, 
Moses  Brounson, 
Daniel  Porter, 


Benjamin  Warner, 
Joh'i  Judd, 
01)adiali  Warner, 
Jonathan  Prindel, 
Isaac  Selkrigg, 
Nathaniel  Merrill, 
Richard  Welton, 
Joseph  Judd, 
Richard  ^Velton,  Jr. 
Edmund  Scott,  Jr., 
Ebenezer  Warner, 
George  Xikols, 
Josiah  Warner. 
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all  of  whom  were  living  in  ^Vatcrbury  in  ITtti,  unless  Joseph 
Smith  is  to  be  excepted,)  to  the  thii-ty-eight  petitioners,  we  have 
a  total  number  of  fortv-two  individuals^  representing  probaUy 
over  two  hundred  persons,  who  were  "  professors  [or  adher- 
ents] of  the  Church  of  England,"  at  this  time. 

At  what  period  the  church  was  so  far  finished  that  it  could 
be  occupied,  does  not  appear.  It  was  apparently  used  to  nu'et 
in  as  early  as  174i  or  174: .5  ;  though  it  was  probably  not  com- 
pleted till  1747,  (or  after,)  iu  which  year  it  is  spoken  of  in  a  deed 
as  "  erecting  and  carrying  on."  It  was  a  small  building,  much 
smaller  than  the  Congregational  house,  of  a  mean  appearance, 
with  galeries  above  and  pews  below,  and  a  single  door  next  tlie 
main  street.  It  is  distinctly  remembered  by  onr  old  people,  and 
stood  till  after  the  new  church  was  built  in  1795.  I]y  the 
courtesy  of  the  society,  the  Congregationalists  met  in  it  fur 
worship  while  their  own  house  was  being  erected  in  1795. 
The  ''sabba'  day  house  "  which  belonged  to  the  church,  or  to 
those  who  met  in  it,  was  standing  in  front  and  a  little  to  the 
south  of  AYilliam  Brown's  house  till,  say  thirty-five  years 
ago. 

In  the  mean  time,  accessions  continued  to  be  nuade  to  the 
church.  A  spirit  of  liberality  animated  its  members,  and 
several  important  donations  were  made  to  it.  February 
11,  174:4:-D,  Oliver  AVelton,  a  minor,  with  the  consent  of  his 
guardian,  John  Southmayd,  for  £65  money  old  tenor  tr.  be 
paid  by  Dr.  Benjamin  Warner  and  others,  professors  of  the 
Church  of  England,  conveyed  to  them  and  their  successors,  "  as 
agleeb  for  the  use  of  the  church  forever,"  two  acres  of  land  orig- 
inally John  "VYelton,  Sen's,  house  lot,  bounded  east  on  Edmund 
Scott's  house  lot,  west  on  said  Southmayd's  house  lot,  A^c. 
This  deed  Welton-  confirmed  ten  months  afterwards,  when  he 
became  of  age.    The  land  thus  conveyed,  it  will  be  noticed, 


*  Oliver  Welton,  considered  as  one  of  the  most  important  benefactors  of  the  Episcopal  church 
of  Waterbury,  (the  land  spoken  of  bein;:  regarded  as  a  <lonation,)  was  a  aon  of  Jol>n  and  a 
grandson  of  John,  Sen.,  (an  original  proprietor.)  He  was  born  Dec.  2  !,  I7'24;  served  throujjh 
the  old  French  war;  held  the  rank  of  ensign  and  afterwards  of  lieutenant;  was  in  tlie  action 
at  Lake  George  and  (according  to  the  Churchman's  Magazine)  at  "the  repulse  at  Crown  Point 
when  the  gallant  Lord  Howe  was  killed."  Of  those  scenes  he  would  speak,  in  his  old  a','e,  with 
the  greatest  emotion,  till  the  tears  tlowed  and  his  utterance  was  choked.  He  died  Nov.  10, 
1S03. 
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lay  a  little  west  of  tlio  present  Episcopal  cliurcli.  ^larcli  6, 
ICii-o,  Jonathan  Scott  and  Daniel  Scott  deeded  to  the  same 
committee,  for  the  same  purpose,  (no  consideration  mentioned,) 
seventeen  and  a  half  acres  of  woodland,  westward  of  the 
town,  which  is  still  owned  by  the  parish,  and  is  situated  in  the 
''Park,"  so  called.  x\pril  19,  1745,  John  Judd,  for  £21,  old 
tenor,  deeded  to  Benjamin  Warner,  Joseph  Bronson,  and  Jon- 
athan Prindle  and  their  successors,  t\:c.,  "'as  a  glebe,"  six  and 
three  quarter  acres  of  land  northward  from  the  town,  bound- 
ed west  on  tlie  highway  by  the  common  fence,  6cc.  Tlie  land 
thus  described  is  situated  on  the  east  side  of  AVillow  street, 
one  hundred  rods  or  so  north  of  ]\Iain  street,  and  is  still  in  the 
possession  of  the  parish.  At  the  same  time,  and  in  the  >ame 
deed,  Thomas  Barnes  gave  nine  acres  and  fifty-eight  rods  lying 
westward  of  the  old  town  plot  lots,  (recorded  in  Book  III,  p. 
326.)^  Two  years  afterwards,  (or  March  25,  1747,)  the  com- 
mittee named  in  the  several  deeds,  conveyed  the  lands  men- 
tioned as  follows  : 

In  consideration  of  £700  old  tenor  money  truly  paid  by  Eicliard  "Weltou  and 
sundry  other  persons,  professors  of  tlie  Churcli  of  England,  [we]  do  herel.)y  give 
and  grant  the  following  parcels  of  land,  intending  the  same  for  the  first  gleiie 
lands  to  endow  a  certain  parisii  church  in  Waterbury,  erecting  and  carrying  on, 
for  the  better  accomplishing  the  endeavours  aforesaid,  in  great  reverence  and  re- 
gard to  the  Thurch  ot  England  as  establi.~hed  by  law,  and  her  excellent  doctrines, 
service,  nnity  and  order  preferai.de  to  any  other  upon  earth,  for  the  honor  of  God, 
the  surest  peace  and  comfort  of  our.-elves,  ntdghbors  and  posterity,  have  founded 
the  parish  church  aforesaid  for  the  use  aforesaid,  and  for  the  endowment  thereof 
do  by  these  presents  freely  give,  grant,  convey  and  confirm  unto  the  Society  for 
Propagating  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts  the  following  pieces  and  parcels  of  land 
and  buildings  in  Watcrijury,  that  is  to  say — two  acres  of  land  with  a  hou-e  and 
fruit  trees,  [here  the  several  parcels  are  descriVied,  all  in  trust,] — as  soon  as  there 
shall  be  a  rector  according  to  the  order  of  the  church  of  England  by  law  establish- 
ed, instituted  and  inducted,  the  premises  shall  be  and  inure  to  the  use  of  such 
rector  incumbent  and  his  successors  as  the  glebe  lands  of  the  said  church  in  fee 
simple  forever. 

Soon  after  Oliver  Helton's  cunveyance  to  the  parisli,  a 
house  for  a  parsonage  was  commenced  by  private  subscription. 
Mr.  Lyon  reported  in  1745,  that  it  was  then  in  the  cour>e  of 
erection  and  was  expected  to  be  fiidshed  in  the  fall  uf  that 


*  Ail  the  above  mentioned  tracts  of  land  are  considered  as  gifts  to  the  church  by  the  grantors, 
though  a  specific  sum  is,  in  some  instances,  mentioned  as  the  consideration. 
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year.^^  The  deed  to  the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel, 
in  1  TiT,  mentions  "  a  house,'' so  the  buikling  was  pruuably 
completed  at  the  time  anticipated. 

The  grand  list  of  those  connected  witli  the  Episco])al  church 
amounted,  in  ITGO,  to  £1,34^,  4s. 

The  first  known  record  of  the  Episcopal  societyf  of  Water- 
bury  is  found  in  a  copy,  made  apparently  about  1770,  <:>f  a 
former  record,  kept  by  Joseph  Bronson.  It  relates  to  Mr. 
Scovill,  to  his  visit  to  England  for  ordination,  and  to  his  pro- 
spective settlement  as  the  minister  of  the  p^arish.    This  is  it: 

July  11,  1758,  at  a  meeting:  of  the  ue>try  [or  parisli]  uoted  tliat  we  would  ^riue 
Mr  Seouil  twenty  pound  starliuG;  a  year  ami  the  use  of  the  Gleeb  prouiding  ho  Got 
nothing  at  hum  [in  England]  and  it  was  a  Greed  that  we  should  haue  lialf  he 
Got  at  hum  —  at  the  same  uestry,  uoted  that  we  would  Glue  Ilim  £'22-l()  *^tar- 
ling  to  Carry  him  hum. 

Ilev.  James  Scovill  was  the  eldest  son  of  Lieut.  "William 
Scovill.  His  father  lived  on  the  Abner  Johnson  place,  on  rlie 
west  side  of  Willow  street,  just  above  Grove,  probably  in  the 
same  house  which  is  now  standing,  and  which  I  l)elieve  to  be 
the  most  ancient  dwelling  v>-ithin  the  limits  of  the  old  tuwn. 
I  had  supposed  that  Hev.  James  Scovill  was  born  in  it,  (  Jan. 
27,  1732-3,)  just  before  the  father  sold  out;  but  the  family 
traditi«in  is  that  he  was  born  in  Westbury,  (on  Xova  Scotia 
Hill,)  though  there  are  no  traces  of  the  father's  residence  there 
till  Oct.  1733.  James  learned  the  weaver's  trade,  but  some- 
what late  in  life  became  a  memljer  of  Yale  College,  design- 
ing to  enter  the  ministry.  Eefore  liis  graduation,  in  175T, 
his  father  died,  leaving  liim,  by  will,  £200  to  complete  his 
education.  He  returned  from  England  an  ordained  mini.-ter 
al>out  1759,  and  took  charge  of  the  mission,  receiving  from 
tlie  society  at  liome,"  £30  annually.  He  preached  one  half 
of  tlie  time  in  Waterbury  and  the  other  half  in  Xorth])ury 
and  Xew  Cambridge,  (Bristol.) 

With  the  exception  of  the  copied  record  which  has  lieen 
given,  the  records  of  the  parish,  still  in  existence,  begin  in 
17GL  Here  is  the  first  entry,  followed  by  others  bearing  later 
dates  : 


*  Hawkins'  Mission  of  the  Cliurch  of  England. 

t  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Episcopalians  were  not  organized  into  a  le^'al  socitty  till 
after  the  Revolution. 


soo 


HISTOIiY  OF  ^VATERBUKY. 


At  a  ue>ti-e  holdeeiu  StJcmeses  Church  at  "Waterbury  on  the  6  day  of  aprel  ITC'I 
— At  sd  vestry  Mr.  Thomos  Osbora  was  choseu  Chirk  by  the  request  [of]  Mr. 
James  Scouel  Timothy  porter  and  John  "Welton  was  chosen  Cluirch  "Wordfus — 
voted  in  sd  uestry  to  give  the  widow  harison  £1-0-0  that  was  Due  from  her  on 
account  of  sum  work  that  her  husband  was  to  Due  to  the  Church — voted  in  sd 
vestry  that  Ebenezar  Warner  should  assist  in  tuning  the  psahn — voted  in  sd  nes- 
try  that  Sam'^  Brown  should  a  sist  in  tuning  The  psalm — voted  in  sd  uestry  that 
hezekiah  Brown  Should  a  Sist  in  tuning  the  psahn — voted  in  sd  uestry  that  we 
will  meet  in  the  Church  on  Sundays  and  read  prayers  when  ^fr.  Scouel  is  aljsent — 
uoted  in  sd  uestry  that  'Mr.  Scouil  shall  haue  what  is  Due  for  the  rent  of  the  glebe. 

[Marcli  IT,  1762,  David  Warner,  Abraham  Iliekoic  and  Eleazer  Prindle  were  chos- 
en societies  committee  and  Timothy  Porter,  Jr.,  collector  to  gather  Mr.  Scovill"?  rate. 
The  pari,-h  also  voted  that]  ^Iv.  Scovell  shall  have  the  foremost  pew  next  the 
Broad  alley  in  the  East  End  of  the  Church. 

March  li'^,  1763,  the  vestry  [parish]  voted  that  they  will  be  at  the  cost  of  a  uestry 
Book — and  that  the  money  belonging  to  the  church  shall  be  laid  out  to  furnish 
the  communion  table  and  to  get  a  choshan  for  the  pulpit  and  other  things  neces- 
sary for  the  pulpit  and  reading  desk. — voted  that  Abraham  Ilickox,  David  War- 
ner and  John  Welton  be  a  committee  to  take  cair  of  the  prudentials  of  the  church 
— voted  to  raise  Mr.  ScoviU's  rate  this  present  year,  and  to  give  him  1^  penny 
on  the  pound. 

March  6,  1764,  the  vestry  chose  John  Welton  and  Daniel  Brown  church  war- 
dens, and  voted  Mr.  Scovill  l-l  penny  on  the  pound  for  the  present  year  with- 
out any  deduction  for  the  glebe. 

[April  14,  1765,  the  first  recorded  chri.-tening  took  place,  a  vote  having  previ- 
ously been  passed  that  such  record  be  made.  The  name  of  the  child  was  ilicah> 
son  of  Noah  Judd — sureties,  Capt.  Edward  Scovill,  Samuel  Scovill,  Sarah  Brown. 
The  sixth  child  christened  was  Amaso,  son  of  Ebcnezcr  Brouson,  May  1-ith,  1765. 
He  is  still  living,  aged  92.] 

During  tlie  year  1765,  tlie  cliurcli  jjcople  inTTestbury  erect- 
ed a  church  for  themselves,  whicli  was  phice<I  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Scovill.  In  conse(|uence  of  his  new  duties,  his  services  were 
withdrawn,  in  part,  from  Xorthburv  and  Xew  Cambridge. 
The  next  year  John  AVelton  and  Jolm  Ilickox  were  chosen 
church  wardens,  and  Mr.  Scovill  was  to  have  a  rate  of  £30 
lawful  money,  annually. 

April  2-1,  1770,  John  "Welton  and  Ephraim  TTarner  were 
appointed  wardens,  and  a  vote  was  passed  that  Westbury 
shall  have  their  part  of  Mr.  ScovilFs  services  of  preaching,  ac- 
cording as  their  list  draws,  till  there  sliall  come  a  minister  to 
Xortlibury  and  New  Cambridi^e.''  At  another  meetin^c  in  Oc- 
tober,  the  vestry  voted  *'  that  we  will  pay  £15  starling  as  a 
year's  salary  to  be  paid  to  the  minister  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land in  case  Xortlibury  and  [Xew]  Cambridge  pro  ride  for 
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themselves,  wliicli  vote  is  to  continue  in  force  until  tlie  said 
Xorthbury  and  Cambridge  obtain  a  benefaction  from  tlie 
society  [in  England]''.  In  1771,  a  minister  was  obtained  fur 
these  places,  and  Mr.  Scovill  was  enabled  to  confine  his  at- 
tention to  AVaterbnry  and  AVestbury,  preaching  two-thirds  of 
the  time  in  "Waterbury. 

April  15,  1772,  Seba  Bronson,  Ilezekiah  Brown,  Epha  ^Var- 
ner,  Ebenezer  "Warner,  Levi  "Welton,  Ebenezer  Bronson,  Lem- 
uel Nichols,  Stephen  Welton  and  Benjamin  Benhani  were 
chosen  "  Quirresters."  In  April,  17S1,  Richard  AVelton  and 
others  were  appointed  a  committee  to  re23air  and  shingle  the 
church.  April  21,  1783,  it  was  agreed  *' that  Mr.  Scovill 
should  have  liberty  to  pull  down  the  glebe  house,  leaving  the 
chinmey  and  preserving  the  glass  for  the  church."  At  the  same 
time,  Ephraim  AVarner  and  Benjamin  Benham  were  chosen 
wardens. 

After  the  close  of  the  Bevolutionary  war,  in  17S3,  tlie  Soci- 
ety for  Propagating  tlie  Gospel,  6zc.j  withdrew  their  missions 
from  this  country,^  in  pursuance  of  a  plan  which  cnnfiiied  its 
operations  to  the  dependencies  of  the  British  empire.  Thus  ]\[r. 
Scovill  was  deprived  of  a  lai-ge  share  of  his  support ;  but  the 
English  society  offered  him,  if  he  would  remove  to  Xew 
Brunswick,  a  liberal  increase  of  salary,  while,  at  the  same 
time,  the  En2:lish  o-overnment  held  out  eiicouraii-ement  to  cler- 
gymen  in  bounties  of  land.  ^Ir.  Scovill  hesitated  long  as  to 
his  duty  ;  but  he  felt  that  he  could  not  support  his  tamily  on 
the  salary  which  he  had  been  accustomed  to  receive  from  his 
parishes  alone.  lie  offered  to  remain  provided  his  whole  in- 
come should  continue  to  be  what  it  had  been  -w  hile  a  benefi- 
ciary of  the  English  society,  but  the  ofler  was  not  accepted. 
His  ])arishes  had  in  fact  become  much  weakened  by  removals 
and  the  war.  His  people,  however,  seemed  anxious  to  retain 
him,  and  V(jted,  Xov.  S,  17S-1-,  to  give  liira  £55  salary,  "  in- 
cluding AVestbury's  jp^portion,  according  to  the  original 
agreement."    Afterwards,  Sep.  1,  1785,  a  vote  was  passed,  ^'to 


*  It  is  estimated  that  during  the  forty-six  years  that  the  church  of  Waterbury  was  under  tlie 
care  of  the  English  society,  it  received  from  it  not  less  than  six  thousand  dollars  in  money,  be- 
sides liberal  donaiious  in  bociis.  [''liiitory  of  the  Church,"  in  the  Waterbury  American, 
Jan.  15,  1S4S.] 
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have  Eev.  Mr.  Scovill's  services  in  preacliinp;:  one  half  of  tlie 
time  and  to  pay  for  the  same,''  the  amount  being  tixed  at  the 
next  meeting,  in  December,  at  £45  [annnally.] 

In  ITvSo,  Mr.  Scovill,  against  the  advice  of  some  of  his 
friends,  went  to  Xew  Brnnswick.  lie  did  not,  however,  a.t 
once  remove  his  family.  For  three  successive  years,  he  re- 
turned and  otficiated  in  the  winter  season  in  his  old  church. 
It  is  mentioned,  in  the  parish  record,  that  he  was  present  at  a 
vestry  meeting  March  24,  17SS.  Soon  after,  he  removed,  with 
his  fannly,  to  take  permanent  charge  of  his  people  in  Kings- 
ton, Kings  County,  where  he  died  Dec.  19,  ISuS,  in  the  tiftieth 
year  of  his  ministry.  His  widow,  a  daughter  of  Capt.  George 
Xichols,  died  in  June,  1S35,  aged  03.  ^Sabine,  in  his  Loyal- 
ists," says  she  died  in  1S32,  aged  00.)  His  son,  Kev.  Ellas 
Scovill,  succeeded  to  the  mission  in  Kings  County,  and  died  in 
Kingston,  Feb.  1311.  aged  TO. 

Mr,  Scovill  seems  to  have  secured  the  respect  and  the  con- 
fidence of  his  people.  Under  his  ministrations  they  contin- 
ued reguhirly  to  increase  in  numbers  and  respectability  until 
just  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  lievnlution. 
And  during  tlie  war,  he  conducted  himself  ^^■ith  so  much  dis- 
cretion, that  though  known  to  be  a  Eoyalist.  he  escaped  the  in- 
dignities and  the  violence  which  the  Epi.-cupal  clergy  of  Con- 
necticut, with  few  exci'ptions,  snfiered.  lie  had  the  courage 
to  continue  with  his  pet»ple  through  the  war,  through  it  is  be- 
lieved he  did  not  preach. 

Mr.  Sc'vill  was  known  f')r  punctuality  and  faithfulness  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties.  He  taught  his  people  from 
house  to  house  ;  comforted  the  aged,  in-tructed  the  y<:>ung, 
and  made  himself  agreeable  to  children — no  dospicalile  quali- 
lication  in  a  clergyman."  He  had  a  grave  and  becomiiiU" 
deportmeiit,  and  was  sound  in  d(»ctrine.''  He  is  I'elieved 
to  have  l)een  a  good  man,  dev(»ted  to  hi>  work  and  anxious  to 
do  it  well.  One  of  his  numuscript  .-ermons  is  before  me.  It  is 
written  in  a  simple  and  devotional  strain,  and  in  tliat  .-pii-ir  of 
kinduL'-s  and  ]>enevok'nce  Avhich  so  much  adorns  a  nuni-ter  of 
the  Gospel  of  peace. 

In  the  first  years  of  his  ministry,  Mr.  Sco^'ill  appears  to  have 
lived  in  the  glebe  or  parsonage  house,  standing  on  the  Jnhn 
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Weltnnl(3t.  Aftel•^val•ds,  lio  occupied  tlie  lioiise  in  wliicli  liis 
son  James  lived  and  died,  and  -wliich  stood  wliere  Dr.  Rock- 
well now  resides.  The  old  house  was  removed  some  twenty 
years  ago  and  is  now  standing  on  South  Main  street,  a  little 
below  the  Baptist  church. 

After  Mr.  Scovill  decided  to  remove,  the  parish,  May  1, 
1TS6,  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  parislv  in 
Watertown  ''about  getting  a  minister,''  wliile  another  was 
'-^<'hosen  to  wait  on  the  Bisli-op  at  Stratford  and  desire  him  to 
visit  us.'''""  Sep.  25tli,  of  the  same  year,  a  vote  was  passed 
to  appropriate  any  money  whicli  remains  in  tlicir  hands  to 
the  glazing  and  repairing  the  church."  The  next  year,  (Dec. 
8,  17S7,)  the  parisli  voted  to  apply  to  Mr.  Prindle  to  know 
on  what  terms  he  will  settle  among  us,"  ike. 

After  Mr.  Scovill  withdrew  wholly  from  tlie  parish,  there 
was  a  vacancy  for  several  years,  during  which  time  sun- 
dry persons  appear  to  have  l^een  invited  to  preacln  Be  v. 
Solomon  Blakeslee  officiated  for  a  time,  and  in  May,  ITS!),  re- 
ceived a  call  to  settle,  with  a  salary  of  £40  a  year,  *'  for  half 
his  services  "  to  be  augmented  to  £'i5  as  the  list  of  the  s<  »ciety 
increased.  He  declined,  and  afterwjirds  Bev.  Chauncey  Brin- 
dle  officiated  for  a  season.  In  1790,  Bev.  David  Fot)t  Avas 
requested  to  become  the  minister.  For  two  thirds  of  his  time,  lie 
to  reside  in  Waterbury,  he  was  otiV-red  two-thircls  of  £'S5  money, 
and  lire  wood.  He  also  declined.  The  society,  in  trutln  seems 
•  not  to  liave  been  in  a  very  flourishing  .condition,  and  the  tenij)- 
tations  it  presented  to  a  minister  seeking  a  supi>ort  were  n';'t 
great.  Tlie  parish  sought  first  to  strengthen  itself  by  an  union 
with  Bristol  and  Salem  (the  Episcopalians  of  the  latter  place 
having  three  or  four  years  previously  organized  themselves 
into  a  distinct  parish,  thus  weakening  the  present  society)  in 
the  settlement  and  support  of  a  clergyman,  an  arrangement  to 
whicli  the  people  of  Salem  were  favorably  disposed.  Failing, 
however,  in  their  object,  they  applied  **to  the  Episcopal  conven- 


*  Bishop  Seahury,  then  probably  on  a  temporary  visit  to  Scratf.jnJ,  had  recently  returntd 
froin  Scotland,  wiiere  he  had  been  coa*ecrated  as  the  firsc  Bishop  of  the  United  States.  He  was 
sent  for,  it  is  presumed,  for  the  purpose  of  administering  the  i  ite  of  confirmation,  not  yet  liar- 
ing  visited  Waterbury  with  that  desi;rn.  Oct.  1,  ITSO,  the  record  says,  two  hundred  and  fifty 
8ix  persons  received  the  rite  of  confirmation  from  Bishop  Seabury. 
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tit.wi,  an<l  re<|iie>ti*'l  tlieir  a<l\  icc  and  iiifiuciicc  in  uniting  tn  tlie 
})ari>li  the  Epi.-copal  parislics  ot*  Woodbury  and  Salem,  in- 
torniiiig  tlieui  that  we  are  AvIHing  to  di,-j)en.-o  \\'It]i  liaving  l»ut 
halt"  the  cervices  of  ;i  clei'gynian,  and  paying  in  the,  ^^amc  ])ro- 
poi'tion.''  At  the  >anu3  time,  tlu-y  voted  to  confer  with  Wood- 
]>ury  and  S;deni  )-e.<[iecting  an  union,  S:c.  Lut  .somehow  Sa- 
lem a[)pears  to  ha\  e  taken  um])rage  at  some  of  the  proceeihngs, 
and  in  oi'der  to  make  amends  a  cominittee  of  the  W'aterhury 
cliurch  was  in.>tructe<l,  Aug.  2!),  iliil,  to  invite  tlie  chuj'ch  (»f 
S^dcm  to  join,  them  in  the  snpport  of  a  clergyman,  ''and  to 
inform  our  brethriMi  tliat  wdierever  we  ha\'e  treated  them  witli 
a!iy  kiji  l  r.f  negh.H:t,  we  are  willing  to  j-ecind  it  and  givt;  fresh 
a>siirances  that  \ve  will  treat  them  with  re.-pect  in  futui'e." 
This  was  satlsfjictoiy  to  the  aggrieved  party. 

In  the  mean  time,  liev.  Seth  Hart,  who  liad  been  reading 
pi'avers  for  several  montlis  to  the  acce]>tance  of  the  people,  ^^•as 
invited  to  bc'ctune  the  nnniriter  "as  soon  as  he  .-hall  be  pnt  into 
holy  (n-ders.''  Ilis  salary  for  half  the  time,  his  residence 
being  in  the  old  society  of  Waterbury,  was  to  be  .£10,  lawful 
money,  annually,  to  Ixj  increased  twenty  ,-hilling-  a  }'ear  f(»r 
five  years,  and  thei'eafter  to  be  £15,  he  to  ha\  e  the  u-e  of  the 
glebe.  He  was  ordain(id  the  ni-xt  year,  IT'J-i,  to  (dliciate 
half  the  time  in  Woodluiiy  and  Salem.  Jjuring  Mi*.  Hart's 
mini-try  the  stjciety  tlouri.-hed.  l*ut  he  J'emaim-d  not  long. 
V>y  his  <nvn  desire,  he  \\as  remo\-t,'d  ju'ar  the  close  of  IT!'*!  to 
A\'idIingford,  an<l  so<»n  aflei"  to  Ilem.-ti'ad,  on  Long  [sland.  It 
ap[)ear-  Ijy  the  catalogue  of  Yale  r.'ollegf^  tluit  /^.  /A  llnrV^ 
graduat(jd  at  that  iii-titution  iii  IT'^I,  an<l  di('(l  in  1S'J2. 

On  ^[r.  Hart's  ]-emoval,  several  indi\  iduaU  liberally  inclin- 
e<l,  united  and  b<;ught  his  hou.-e  (Standing  where  John  C. 
Booth  now  lives)  and  five  acres  -ff  land,  and  conveyed  the 
whole  to  the  church  forever.  The  old  glebe  house,  from  neg- 
lect, had  gom.'  to  decay. 

During  the  vacancy  which  followe(l  Mr.  Hart's  removal, 
Rev.  Alexander  Y.  Griswold,  Rev.  William  Green,  and  Pa-v. 
Tillo'son  Bronson  olKciated,  succe^-si vely,  in  Waterbury.  I'he 
two  first  are  understood  to  have  decline<l  pro]i>osal.s  of  .'settle- 
ment. Mr.  Bronson,  after  liaving  preached  several  nu)nths, 
accepted  an  invitation  to  take  the'  pernnment  charge  of  the 
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parish,  in  Decemljor,  1T9T.  He  officiated  three  fourtlis  of  tlie 
time  in  AVaterbiiry  (receiving:  $250  annually)  and  one  fourth 
in  Salem,  and  continued  in  the  rectorship  till  the  enhanced  ex- 
penses of  living  compelled  him  to  ask  for  an  increase  of  salary. 
This  being  denied,  he  felt  obliged  to  seek  a  support  in  another 
field.  He  preached  his  farewell  discourse  in  June,  1S06,  and 
retired  with  the  approbation  of  the  bishop  and  the  good  v/ill 
of  his  people. 

During  the  vacancy  wliicli  followed,  Rev.  Horace  Y.  Barber 
officiated  for  a  season,  and  afterwards  became  the  settled  mini>- 
ister.  He  resigned  in  1814,  and  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  AL 
pheus  Geer,  who  c<:>ntinued  rector  fifteen  years.  The  Rev, 
William  Barlow  followed  and  remained  two  years.  The  Rev. 
Allen  C.  Morgan  t'jok  charge  of  the  parish  in  Xovember,  1S32, 
but  in  August,  1S3G.  resigned,  and  soon  died. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Bronson,  near  the  close  of  his  historical  sketch  of 
the  church  of  TTaterbury,  remarks,  as  "  somewhat  singular,"' 
that  '*  out  of  near  a  dozen  [clergymen]  who  have,  since  the 
foundation  of  the  church,  officiated  here,  no  one  lias  died  in 
Waterbury.''  This  was  in  1S07.  Xow,  half  a  century  later, 
the  same  remark  may  be  repeated. 

After  the  old  chiu-ch  had  stood  about  fifty  years,  it  was 
found  too  small  for  the  convenience  of  the  society.  It  was, 
besides,  out  of  repair  and  antirpuited  in  style.  As  early  as 
April,  1793,  a  crmiinittec  was  appointed  ^*  to  agree  upon  a 
place  to  set  a  church  and  the  bigness  of  the  same,*'  and 
make  report  :  and  in  Septem!)er  fVdlowing,  the  cpiestion  was 
put  whether  this  society  are  willing  and  think  it  necessary  to 
build  a  cluirch — voted  in  the  affirmative  Ity  more  than  two 
thirds  of  the  members  present,"  At  the  same  time,  Eli 
Cnrtis,  Esq.,  Mr.  Jude  Blakeslee  and  Capt.  Amos  Bronson 
was  chosen  a  conuuittee  to  set  a  stake  for  the  place  where  to 
build  a  church.''  In  the  meanwliile,  the  town  liad  appointed  a 
committee  ''to  give  the  assent  of  the  town  thereto*'  when  a 
place  for  setting  a  church  or  meeting  house  "  had  been  se- 
lected and  approved.  Unanimity  of  sentiment,  however,  was 
not  yet  attained,  and  Dec.  2,  1703,  the  society  ''voted  to  pe- 
tition the  Hon.  County  Court  to  grant  a  committee  to  come 
and  fix  or  set  a  stake  for  a  place  where  to  erect  a  church  edi- 
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fice  for  said  society  ;  and  also,  by  vote,  nominated  Jolin  "^Yoos- 
ter,  Esq.,  of  Derby,  Messrs.  Tlionias  Atwater  of  Cheshire  and 
Abner  Bradley  of  Woodbury  for  the  aforesaid  committee,  if 
said  Hon.  Court,  in  their  wisdom,  should  think  lit  to  appoint 
them."  Preparatory  to  the  action  of  tlie  Court's  committee, 
certain  persons  were  chosen  to  get  tlie  minds  of  this  society 
where  to  erect  a  church  edilice,"  while  others  were  appointed 
"  to  view  several  places,"  and  others  still  to  warn  the  people 
to  be  present  when  the  committee  met.  (At  the  same  time,  it 
was  ai^reed  to  erect  a  fence  around  tlie  old  church.)  A  stake 
was  fixed,  but  the  place  was  not  quite  satisfactory.  March  IT, 
lT9i,  at  a  parish  meeting,  a  committee  was  chosen,  to  apply 
to  the  County  Court  and  the  late  committee,  and  request  that 
the  stake  might  be  placed  five  rods  south  of  the  place  where 
the  stake  now^  stands." 

In  Dec.  1791,  more  decisive  measures  were  taken  in  the 
way  of  building  a  church.  A  committee  was  appointed,  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  Ephraim  "Warner,  Justus  Warner,  He  man 
Munson,  Titus  Welton  and  John  Cosset,  to  superintend  the 
work  and  collect  a  rate  of  2s.  on  the  pound.  Feb.  9,  1795, 
a  vote  was  passed,  in  parish  meeting,  that  the  above  named 
committee 

Be  fully  authorized  and  empowered  tob  lild  or  procure  to  be  built  a  decent  well 
finished  edifice  or  church,  r>i  by  38  feet,  with  a  decent  steeple  on  the  outside  at 
the  east  end  of  the  same,  and  apply  the  money  heretofore  granted  of  2s.  on  the 
pound  and  all  subscriptions  that  shall  be  made  for  that  purpose,  and  that  the  so- 
ciety consider  themselves  holden  to  said  committee  for  the  residue. 

The  business  of  erecting  the  new  church  was  committed 
more  immediately  to  Mr.  Ard  Welton.  And  so  great  was 
the  confidence  reposed  in  his  judgment  and  integrity,  [says 
the  Churchman's  Magazine,]  that  a  contract  was  made  with 
him  to  complete  the  building  according  to  his  own  taste  and 
present  his  bills  for  payment."  In  August,  1795,  the  frame 
was  raised.  The  church  was  finished  with  great  neatness. 
Some  fresco  paintings  upon  its  walls  were  much  admired. 

Additional  taxes  were  imposed  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  church.  In  December,  1795,  a  rate  of  Is.  on  the  pound  ; 
in  Dec.  1797,  a  rate  of  eight  cents  and  eight  mills  on  the  dol- 
lar, and  in  April,  1799,  a  rate  of  three  cents  on  a  dollar,  were 
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laid.  In  all,  taxes  to  meet  these  expenses  were  paid  to  the 
amount  of  twenty-six  cents  and  eight  mills  on  the  dollar. 
This  single  tact  shows  a  degree  of  zeal  and  self-sacrifice  which 
is  not  of  every  day  occurrence. 

In  October,  179 T,  the  new  edifice  was  completed,  and  the 
people  assembled  for  the  last  time  in  the  old  building.  Mr. 
Bronson  preached  an  appropriate  discourse,  in  which  he  al- 
luded affectingly  to  the  solemn  scenes  which  those  old  walls 
had  witnessed — "  On  the  sacred  day  of  rest,  silence  is  hence- 
forth here  to  reign,  and  soon  will  ruin  and  desolation  mark 
this  consecrated  spot ;  until  in  the  next  generation  it  will  be 
unknown  tliat  here  stood  the  house  of  God  ;  that  here  men 
were  wont  to  assemble  and  prayer  to  be  made."  In  the  pre- 
ceding March,  the  parish  had  resolved  to  sell  the  old  churcli. 
While  unoccupied,  it  was  sometimes  used  as  a  place  for  holding 
town  meetings.  The  avails  of  its  sale,  it  was  fiiuilly  decided, 
should  go  to  pay  for  the  new  house. 

Oct.  1^,  1797,  measures  were  taken  to  seat  tlie  new  church. 
A  committee  had  been  previously  appointed  to  act  in  this 
matter,  and  a  rule  was  laid  down  for  their  guidance.  They 
w^ere  to  take  "  the  two  lists  of  1791  and  1795  [on  which  build- 
ing taxes  had  been  laid]  and  add  them  together  ;  then  add  £15 
for  every  year,  [the  individual  may  have  attained,]  beginning 
at  the  age  of  twenty  one  years  ;  and  all  those  that  had  no  lists 
of  1791  and  1795  shall  take  the  list  of  1797  and  double  it  to 
make  one' list,  with  the  addition  of  the  £15  as  beforesaid.'' 
The  last  i->SLTt  of  tlie  rule  was  intended  to  meet  the  case  of  those 
persons  wlio  had  recently  joined  tlie  society. 

The  new  church  was  dedicated  Xov.  1,  1797,  under  the 
name  of  St.  John's  church,  and  consecrated  by  Bishop  Jarvis, 
this  being  his  first  official  act  after  his  own  consecration. 

An  elegant  house  of  worship  being  secured,  an  improved 
style  of  church  music  was  demanded.  Tlie  society  voted  to 
employ  a  singing-master,  "  either  with  or  without  the  Presby- 
terian society,"  and  in  August,  1799,  a  committee  was  cho- 
sen for  the  purpose  of  handing  about  subscriptions  to  raise  a 
sum  of  money  sufticient  to  purchase  a  bass  viol." 

According  to  tradition,  the  first  time  the  English  prayer 
book  was  used  in  Westbury  was  on  the  occasion  of  the  mar- 
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riage  of  a  daiigliter  of  James  Biown,  after  his  removal  tliitlier. 
Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  officiated,  and  in  the  evening  preached 
and  read  evening  prayers  in  Brown's  barn,  parts  of  which  are 
still  standing.  The  marriage  referred  to  may  have  been  that 
of  Elizabeth  Brown,  who,  on  the  IGth  day  of  June,  17^2,  l)e- 
came  the  second  wife  of  Lieut.  Wilham  Scovill,  the  father  of 
Eev.  James  Scovill. 

For  many  years,  the  Churchmen  of  Westbury,  few  in 
number,  attended  public  worship  in  the  first  society.  Soon 
after  Mr.  Scovill  came  into  the  mission,  however,  their  num- 
bers augmented  so  that,  in  the  latter  part  of  ITG-l,  there  were 
twenty  whose  names  are  known,  (to  wit) — Asahel  Beach,  Seth 
Blake,  Samuel  Brown,  Joseph  Brown,  Daniel  Brown,  Tliomas 
Doolittle,  James  Doolittle,  Jonathan  Fulford,  Jonathan  Garn- 
sey,  John  Judd,  Xoah  Judd,  Asa  Judd,  John  Ilickox,  Joseph 
Ilickox,  Joseph  Prichard,  Eleazer  Prindle,  Gershom  Scott, 
Edward  Scovill,  Samuel  Scovill,  AVilliam  Scovill.  These  per- 
sons entered  into  an  agreement  ''to  hold  public  worship  in 
Westbury  on  those  Sundays  when  there  was  no  preaching  in 
Waterbury,"  until  a  church  could  be  built.  Tliey  met  in  the 
winter  and  spring  in  the  house  of  James  Doolittle,  and  in  tlie 
summer  in  a  chamber  of  Ensign  David  Scott.  A  lot  was  giv- 
en for  a  church  by  Capt.  George  Xichols  of  Waterbury ;  and 
an  edifice,  forty-five  feet  by  thirty-six,  with  a  steeple,  (the  first 
in  the  town,)  was  erected  on  it,  in  1765.  Capt.  Edward  Sco- 
vill took  the  lead  in  this  enterprise,  and  in  the  latter  part  of 
October  the  house  was  in  such  furwardness  that  public  service 
was  performed  in  it.  It  stood  upon  the  rocks  by  the  old 
burying  yard  near  tlie  meeting  house.  It  was  named  Christ's 
church.  The  Bev.  Samuel  Andrews  delivered  the  dedicatory 
sermon.  An  arrangement  was  made  by  which  Mr.  Scovill 
was  to  ofiiciate  every  sixth.  Sunday.  This  continued  till  1771, 
when  the  parish  had  so  much  augmented  its  strength  tliat  a 
new  arrangement  became  expedient,  and  Mr.  Scovill  agreed 
to  give  one  third  of  his  time  to  the  Westbury  parish.  The  so- 
ciety continued  to  prosper,  and  in  1773,  they  finished  the  low- 
er part  of  the  house,  together  with  the  pulpit,  chancel,  cano- 
py, >kQ.  ;  but  they  never  entirely  completed  it.  Soon  the  liev- 
oiution  came,  from  which  the  parish  sufi:ered  much. 
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In  1779,  tlie  society  received,  bv  tlie  will  of  Capt.  Scovill, 
seventeen  acres  of  land  near  the  cluirch.  The  land  was  after- 
wards sold  and  a  fnnd  established,  which,  with  the  consider- 
able additions  since  made  to  it,  now  amonnts  to  §-1,000  secured 
by  notes.  Tlie  parish  also  owns  three  acres  of  land  in  the  cen- 
ter of  the  village,  on  which  the  new  church,  rectory  and 
school-house  stand. 

After  the  war,  prosperity  again  dawned  upon  the  church  of 
Westbury.  But  in  a  little  while  the  pulpit  became  vacant  by 
the  removal  of  Mr.  Scovill  to  Xew  Brunswick.  It  continued 
so  till  17SS,  when  an  arrangement  was  made  with  the  Ilev. 
Chauncey  Prindle,  (a  nephew  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Scovill,)  then  in 
deacon's  orders,  who  had  officiated  more  or  less,  as  lay-readei\ 
at  a  salary  of  thirty  pounds,  ''to  be  paid  in  beef,  pork,  butter, 
tallow,  wool,  flax,  or  any  sort  of  grain."  He  was  ordained  as 
priest  by  Bishop  Seabury  on  the  2kh  of  the  month.  lie 
gave  part  of  his  time  to  Northbury,  but  resided  in  West])ary. 

In  1792,  the  society,  having  increased  greatly  in  numbers, 
determined  to  erect  a  new  church  in  a  more  desirable  situa- 
tion. It  was  "raised"  August,  1793,  and  consecrated  by 
Bishop  Seabury  as  Christ's  Church,  Nov.  IS,  1791.  It  was 
placed  on  ground  confronting  the  spot  occupied  by  the  pre- 
sent church.  A  "Commemorative  Discourse"  was  delivered 
in  it,  for  the  last  time,  Oct.  28,  1S55,  by  the  Rev.  Horace  H. 
Reid,  the  rector,  which  was  published,  and  to  which  I  am  in- 
debted for  some  facts  contained  in  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Prindle  continued  rector  till  ISOl,  when  he  resigned. 
His  farewell  discourse  was  preached  on  the  23d  of  December, 
lie  is  described  as  a  most  worthy  and  indefatigable  man.  As 
an  instance  of  his  punctuality  in  the  discharge  of  duty,  it  is 
stated  that  on  a  certain  important  occasion,  when  he  was  to 
preach  in  Waterbury,  he  found  the  Xangatuck  much  swollen 
by  a  tlood.  He  saw  his  horse  must  swim  the  stream,  or  he 
must  fail  in  his  appointment.  Preferring  the  funiier  al- 
ternative, he  plunged  in. — He  was  a  son  of  Eleazer  and  Ajina 
(Scovill)  Prindle;  was  born  July  13,  1753,  and  graduated  at 
Yale  College  in  1776.  After  he  left  Watertown,  he  was.  f(3r 
several  years,  rector  of  the  churches  of  Oxford  and  Salem. 
He  died  in  1S33.    He  left  some  manuscripts  relating  to  the 
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cliurclies  of  Westbuiy  and  Xortlibuiy,  which  were  published 
in  the  Chronicle  of  the  Church,  Julv  26,  1S39,  from  which  I 
have  gleaned  many  tacts. 

Episcopacy  in  Xortlibury  grew  out  of  the  extravagances 
which  attended  the  Eevival  of  1740.  Mr.  Todd's  course  was 
denounced  bj  some  of  his  people  as  irregular  and  unautlior- 
ized.  His  evening  meetings,  it  is  said,  were  disorderly  in  the 
extreme.  Inquiry  began  to  be  made  whether  there  was  not 
another  and  better  way  of  serving  God.  At  this  period,  a  prayer 
book,  owned  by  one  of  Mr.  Todd's  parishioners,  came  to  light. 
It  was  the  first  that  appeared  in  Xorthbury,  and  was  the  prop- 
erty of  Thomas  Blakeslee's  wife.  Certain  people  often  met 
together  to  consult  it.  Mr.  Todd  disapproved  of  these  proceed, 
ings,  and,  according  to  tradition,  told  those  who  studied  the 
strange  book  that  if  they  did  not  desist  they  would  go  to  a  bad 
place !  Thus  matters  went  on,  the  Churchmen  gaining 
strength,  till  at  last  tht-y  came  to  control  a  majority  of  the 
votes.  They  then  numbered  eleven  and  took  possession  of 
the  house  in  w^hich  public  worship  was  held,  voting  Mr. 
Todd's  meetings  out.  While  they  did  this,  however,  they  as- 
sured the  minority  that  they  would  assist  to  build  them  ano- 
ther house  to  an  extent  equal  to  their  (the  minority's)  interest 
in  the  old  one.  This  promise,  it  is  athrmed,  was  faithfully  kept, 
and  to  the  satisfaction,  pecuniarily,  of  the  Congregationalists. 
Some  of  the  majority,  however,  disapproved  of  this  whole 
proceeding,  and  admitted  that  the  minority  were  not  fairly 
treated."^  The  latter  might  have  been  permitted  to  occupy 
the  house  when  not  wanted  by  the  other  party.  But  it  was 
a  time  of  excitement,  and  a  spirit  of  conciliation  among  rival 
sects  is  a  rare  virtue. 

It  is  difficult  to  say  who  were  the  "  eleven"  first  Churchmen 
(heads  of  families)  of  Xorthbury.  Among  them,  however, 
were  some  prominent  men.  Tlie  following  persons  joined  them- 
selves at  an  early  date  to  the  new  donomination,  (to  wit,) 
Barnabas  Ford,  Thomas  Blakeslee,  David  Blakeslee,  Lieut. 
John  Bronson,  and  probaly  Samuel  Cole,  Ebenezer  Ford, 


*  Manuscript  letter  from  Noah  M.  Bronson  of  Medina,  Ohiio,  formerly  a  prominent  Church- 
man of  Plymouth. 
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Abel  Ford,  and  Ebcnezer  Allen.  At  "what  precise  time  the 
famous  eleven  organized  themselves  and  appropriated  for 
their  own  nse  tlie  old  meeting  house,  it  is  not  safe  to  affirm. 
Tlie  Congregationalists,  however,  contemplated  building  a 
new  house  as  early  as  Oct.  1740,  possibly,  before  their  exclu- 
sion from  tlie  old  building. 

For  a  considerable  period,  the  Episcopalians  of  Xorthbury 
could  have  had  but  occasional  and  rare  visits  from  a  clergy- 
man. They  were  dependent  on  the  ministers  who  officiated 
in  Waterbury,  and  who  were  in  the  service  of  the  society  for 
Propagating  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts.  Rev.  Theophilus 
Morris  was  in  the  mission  from  1740  to  17-13.  lie  procured 
from  the  parent  society  a  large  folio  Bible  and  prayer  book  for 
the  uses  of  the  churches  of  Derby.  AYaterbury,  West  Haven  and 
^Torthbury.  Mr.  Lyon  followed  Mr.  ML>rris,  Dr.  Mansfield  of 
Derby,  Mr.  Lyon,  and  Eev.  James  Scovill,  (about  1759.)  Dr. 
Mansfield,  as  is  mentioned  in  my  account  of  the  church  in 
Waterbury.  Mr.  ScovilFs  services  were  relinrjuished  for  a 
stipulated  sum  ;  and  in  1773,  Rev.  James  Kichols,'--  lately  re- 
turned from  Enirland,  where  he  had  been  for  ordination,  took 
charge  of  the  churches  of  Xortlibury  and  ^ew  Cambridge, 
(now  Bristol,)  officiating  alternately  half  the  time  in  each,  but 
residing  in  the  latter  place.  In  consequence  of  the  war,  Mr. 
Kichols  remained  but  two  years  and  removed  to  Litchfield. 
After  this  and  till  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  the  church  was 
in  an  unsettled  state  and  without  the  services  of  an  ordained 
minister.  Whilst  the  war  lasted,  it  is  not  known  that  public 
services  of  any  kind  were  held  in  the  parish. 

Soon  after  the  organization  of  the  church,  several  of  the 
members  raised  among  themselves  £100  as  the  foundation  for 
a  church  fund.  Tliis  sum  was  invested  in  land  and  deeded  as 
follows : 

I  Barnabas  Ford,  [«i:e.]  in  consideration  of  one  hundred  pounds  money  con- 
tributed to  me  by  my  neighbors,  members  of  the  Church  of  England,  by  and  w  ith 
their  advice,  [&c.]  for  the  first  glebe  lands  to  endow  the  said  church  in  Xortli- 
bury,  [&c.]  do  give,  grant,  convey  and  confirm  unto  the  Society  for  the  Propagation 


♦  Was  he  not  the  son  of  James  Nichols,  (of  Waterbury,)  who  was  born  in  December,  1748,  and 
graduated  at  Yale  College,  in  1T71  ? 
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of  ilie  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts,*  one  piece  of  land  eontaininir  forty  acres  being  ami 
lying  in  said  Xorthbury  eastward  from  the  cliurcb,  it  being  the  west  end  of  the 

farm  that  belonged  to  Thomas  Clark  of  Waterbui-y  to  h.ave  and  to  liold  [iVc.l, 

but  in  trust  and  for  this  special  purpose,  tliat  is  to  say,  as  soon  as  there  shall  be  a 
rector  instituted  and  inducted,  [■i'c]  the  premises  shall  then  be  and  inure  to  sueh 
rector  incumbent  and  to  his  successors  for  his  and  their  use  as  the  gk-ljc  lands  of 
the  said  church  for  ever,  [etc.] 

This  deed  is  dated  Nov.  21,  ITtt.j,  and  witnessed  by  Thomas 
Blakeslee,  Samuel  Cole  and  Ebenezer  Ford. 

After  the  war,  in  October,  ITSl,  a  movement  was  made  by 
the  cliurch  to  organize  themselves  into  a  society  according 
to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly.''  A  warrant  w[is  is- 
sued by  a  justice  of  the  peace,  calling  a  meeting  and  di- 
rectin*]:  that  all  the  lei^al  voters  of  the  society  be  warned  to 
meet  at  ''the  church  house"  on  the  eighteenth  of  the  munth, 
and  to  choose  a  moderator,  *i'c.  The  roll  of  voting  members 
at  this  time  is  recorded.  They  numbered  57,  showing  a 
strength  hardly  to  be  expecte<l  so  soon  after  the  war.  At  tliis 
first  formal  meeting  of  the  parish,  Lieut.  Eliphalet  IIart>]iorn 
was  chosen  moderator,  Jude  Edakeslee  clerk  and  treacurei", 
and  Mr.  Asher  Elake^lee.  Capt.  Amos  Bronson  and  Mr. 
Isaac  Fenn,  prudential  committee,  with  power  to  employ  Mr. 
Baldwin  or  some  other  minister  as  a  candidate  for  settlement. 
At  this  time,  15  persons  living  in  the  town  uf  Litchfield  attend- 
ed the  Xortlibury  cliuich. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  in  December,  a  tax  of  two  pence 
on  the  pound  was  laid,  (Jacob  Potter,  collector,)  which  was  re- 
newed from  year  to  year.  L^nwearied  endeavors  were  put 
forth  to  obtain  a  rector,  for  a  time  without  success.  The  liev. 
Ashbel  Baldwin,  the  Kev.  Philo  Shelton,  and  the  Rev.  Tillot- 
son  Eronson,  ofticiated  occasi(»nally.  After  his  ordination  as  a 
deacon,  in  June,  1TS7,  the  Eev.  Cliaimcey  Prindle  ofiiciated 
regularly  for  a  time.  He  was  afterwards  settled,  tlie  articles 
of  agreement  bearing  date  Fcl>.  12,  ITSS,  twelve  day^  bef  >re 
his  admission  to  the  order  of  the  priesthood.  By  the  articles, 
the  parish  agreed  to  give  him  £37,  10s.  lawful  money  for  half 

*  The  reason  for  conveyin;^  the  land  to  the  EnirlL-h  society  may  probably  be  found  in  t!ie  fact 
that  the  Episcopal  churches  of  Connecticut  were  nut  at  that  time  legally  constituted  bodi^^s,  and 
could  not  hold  property  in  a  corporate  capacity.  Tlie  lands  conveyed  in  thid  manner  to 
the  society,  appear  never  to  have  been  reconveyed  to  the  parishes.  At  any  rate,  I  can  find  no 
such  reconveyances  on  the  Waterbury  records.  After  the  Revolution,  the  Enjrlish  society,  be- 
ing alien,  could  not,  I  suppose,  ^ve  a  title.  A  title  was  at  last  probably  obained  by  possession* 
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of  die  time,  ''to  be  paid  in  produce,  such  as  beef,  pork, butter, 
tallow,  sheep's  wool,  flax  or  any  sort  of  grain,  with  a  suitable 
proportion  of  each  kind/'  A  rate  of  three  pence  on  the  pound 
was  imposed  in  December  to  pay  the  minister's  salary,  which 
the  next  year  was  raised  to  four  }j>cnce. 

About  four  years  after  Mr,  Prindle's  settlement,  the  parish 
was  nnicli  weakened  by  the  formation  of  St.  Matthew's  church, 
on  the  eastern  border  of  Xorthbury,  and  by  certain  persons 
joining  themselves  to  the  church  in  Xorthfleld,  (Litchlield.) 
These  movements  originated,  not  in  a  want  of  harmony,  but  in 
a  desire  to  promote  personal  convenience. 

The  old  ''church  house''  hid  become  rickety  and  uncom- 
fortable, particularly  in  wet  weather,  and  in  December,  17S9, 
a  vote  was  taken  to  make  some  repairs.    In  January,  1700, 
however,  it  was  resolved  to  build  a  new  cliurch.    Dut  there 
were  much  embarrassment  and  delay  in  conserpience  of  a 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  location  and  the  manner  of  rais- 
ing the  necessary  funds.    Some  wanted  the  nevv'  edifice  in  the 
h<»llow,  others  on  the  hill.    By  the  persevering  efforts  of  Mr. 
Prindie  and  others,  the  obstacles  at  length  were  all  removed. 
It  was  agreed  that  the  house  should  be  placed  on  the  hill 
"  near  the  north  east  corner  of  the  green  or  place  of  parade," 
and  be  adorned  with  a  steeple.    It  seems  to  have  been  com- 
menced early  in  179^1:,  under  tlie  superintendence  of  Messrs.  Da- 
vid Shelton,  Xoah  M.  Brunson,  Selah  Seymour,  Samuel  Potter 
and  Adna  Blakesiee,  building  committee.    After  the  frame 
had  l)een  erected  and  covered,  another  committee,  consisting 
I    of  Xoali  M,  Bronson,  David  M.  Shelton  and  xVmos  Ford,  was 
I    chosen  to  complete  the  building.    Eli  Barnes  was  at  the  next 
j    meeting  placed  on  the  committee  in  the  place  of  Amos  Ford. 
I   The  church  was  to  be  finished  '-in  a  decent  and  elegant  man- 
[   ner."    It  was  so  far  completed  by  the  llrth  day  of  Xovember, 
!    1796,  that  a  vote  was  taken  to  seat  it ;  and  on  the  '24:th  of  the 
same  month  the  people  assembled  in  it  for  the  first  time  for 
public  worship.    The  taxes  levied  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
building,  amounted,  it  is  said,  to  thirty-five  cents  on  a  dollar, 
to  say  nothing  of  voluntary  contriljutions.    The  church  was 
consecrated  Xov.  2,  1797,  by  Bishop  Jarvis,  by  the  name  of  St. 
Peter's  church,  the-Eev.  Philo  Shelton  preaching  the  sermon. 
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On  Easter  Monday,  ISOG,  Mr.  Prindle  proposed  to  resign 
his  charge,  in  order  to  afford  the  society  an  opportunity  to 
strengtlien  itself  by  an  union  with  a  neighboring  church.  Ilis 
proposal  was  acceded  to,  and  a  connection  was  formed  be- 
tween St.  Peter's  and  St.  Matthew's  churches. 

After  Mr.  Prindle  retired  from  the  parish,  the  Rev.  Xathan 
B.  Burgess  and  the  Eev.  Joseph  D.  Welton  officiated  for  a 
time,  the  latter  as  lay  reader;  but  no  permanent  rector  was 
secured  till  1S09,  when  an  arrangement  was  made  with 
the  Pev.  Poger  Searle.  The  articles  of  settlement  bear  date 
Xov\  15th.  Mr.  Searle  was  settled  over  the  parishes  <:>f  St. 
Peter's  and  St.  Matthew's,  and  was  to  receive  S-^oO  and  30 
cords  of  good  fire  wood  per  annum.  In  consideration  of  the 
rector's  residence  being  in  St.  Peter's  parish,  that  parish  was 
to  supply  all  the  wood,  and  retain  the  use  of  its  glebe  lands. 
The  remainder  of  the  salary  was  paid  in  the  proportion  of 
services  received. 

An  addition  was  made  to  the  funds  of  the  society,  in  1S13, 
by  subscription  of  one  thousand  dollars,  Mr.  Searle  to  have 
the  benefit  of  it  during  his  rectorship.  The  subscribers'  luimcs 
are  entered  upon  the  record,  twenty-nine  in  number.  Elijah 
AVarner  gave  one  quarter  of  the  sum.  A  few  years  later, 
(1S21,)  the  same  individual  gave  to  the  parish  four  acres  of 
land,  valued  at  about  which  he  and  others  erected  a 

dwelling  tor  the  rector. 

In  consecpience,  chiefiy,  of  a  large  emigration  to  the  "^A'est 
and  the  weakening  of  the  pari-h,  A[r.  Searle  resigned  his  ciiarge 
in  ISIT,  the  connection  being  dissolved  Sept.  16th. 

The  Pev.  Podney  Possiter  succeeded  to  the  rectorship  in 
181S,  the  Pev.  Dr.  Burhans  in  lSo2,  and  the  Pev.  William 
AVatson  in  1S3T.  The  Pev.  S.  K.  Miller  is  the  present 
rector.^ 


*  In  the  preparation  of  the  preceiling  account  of  flpi-icopacy  In  Nortlil'ury,  I  have  c^n-ulteJ, 
besides  the  i«arish  records,  An  Account  of  St.  Peter's  Church,  Plymouth,  printed  in  the  Episco- 
pal Watchman,  October,  1S2T  ;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Prindle's  MSS.  published  in  the  Chronicle  of  the 
Church.  I'roO,  and  a  Centennial  Sermon,  by  the  Rcv.  Mr.  Watson,  delivered  Jan.  1,  1S43,  and 
published. 
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CHAP  TEE  XX. 

CHURCH  AND  STATE:  SLAVERY:  OLD  FREXCH  WAR. 

CoxGKEGATiONALisM  was  estal )lisliL'd  1>Y  law  ill  tlie  Colony  of 
Connecticut.  In  opposition  to  this  there  could  be  "  no  minis- 
tiy  or  church  administration  entertained  or  attended  hv  the 
inhabitants  of  any  town  or  plantation  [cVrc]  upon  penalty  of 
the  forfeiture  of  live  pounds  for  every  breach  of  this  act.*' 
Against  some  species  of  dissent,  the  la^vs  were  very  stringent. 

Quakers,  Hanters,  Adamites,  or  such  like,"  were  to  be  com- 
mitted to  prison  or  sent  out  ot'  the  Colony.  Xo  individual 
could  unnecessarily  entertain  *'or  speak  more  or  less  Ayitli 
such  persons  on  penalty  of  five  pounds,  and  the  town  that  al- 
lo^Yed  entertainment  to  be  given  them  must  also  pay  five 
pounds  per  week.  Quaker  books  were  ordered  to  Ije  seized  ])y 
the  constable,  and  the  persons  in  whose  possession  they  were 
found  were  to  be  fined  ten  shillings  each.  Every  person  in 
the  Colony  was  obliged  to  pay  taxes  for  the  supp<:>rt  of  the  es- 
tablished religion.  If  a  town  saw  fit  to  go  without  a  mini^tL•r 
for  a  time,  a  statute  (which  was  continued  till  after  the  Eevo- 
lution)  provided  that  a  tax  should,  notwithstanding,  be  le\  ied, 
"as  if  there  were  a  minister  there,"  the  avails  to  be  reserved 
"for  the  support  of  the  ministry  of  that  town  in  the  future, 
accordins:  to  the  discretion  of  the  CountY  Court. 

The  ministers  of  religion  were  the  especial  favorites  of  the 
colonial  government.  Their  polls  and  estates  were  exempted 
from  taxation,  and  stringent  laws  were  made  to  secui'e  tlicm 
the  advantages  of  their  position  an<l  the  respect  of  their  flocks. 
It  was  provided  that  '*  if  any  Christian,  so  called,  should  con- 

*  As  an  example  of  the  almost  absolute  power  which  the  Assembly  exercised  over  the  towns 
and  iniJividuab  in  matters  of  religion,  I  may  refer  to  a  case,  one  of  a  class. — After  the  death  of 
Mr.  Hooker  in  1007,  Farrnington,  owing  to  discordant  sentiments,  was  for  a  season  -wifhout  a 
minister.  On  applieation,  the  Court,  in  1702,  ordered  the  people  to  seek  counsel  and  h-^lp  of 
Rev.  Mr.  AbramPierson  and  five  others,  and  "  to  entertain  "  and  pay  for  one  year  the  ininister 
which  they,  the  reverend  elders,"  should  nominate  and  appoint.  At  this  period  the  town  offi- 
cers of  Farrain^too  were  appointed  by  the  Assembly.— [Uistorical  Discourse  by  Rev.  Noah  Porter, 
Jr.,  184L] 
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teiuptuousU'  behave  liiuiself  towards  the  word  preached  or 
the  messengers  thereof,''  he  shouhl,  for  the  first  otfeiise,  be  re- 
proved openly,  in  some  public  assembly,  by  the  magistrate  ; 
and  for  the  second,  should  pay  a  line  of  live  pounds,  "or  else 
stand  two  hours  openly  upon  a  block  or  stool  four  foot  high, 
on  a  public  meeting  day,  with  a  paper  lixed  on  his  bi'cast 
written  with  capital  letters  : — ^ax  opex  axd  obstixate  cox- 
TEMXER  OF  god's  HOLY  ORDixAxcEs  I  that  otlicrs  may  fear  and 
be  ashamed.'' 

At  an  early  period,  almost  all  the  educated  men  entered  the 
ministry.  Lawyers  v\-ere  not  wanted,  and  doctors  were  self- 
taught  or,  ofrener,  untaught.  Clergymen  trained  the  youth. 
They  were  universally  deferred  to  as  a  superior  order  of  men 
whose  displeasure  it  would  not  be  safe  to  incur.  On  Sundays 
they  were  treated  with  s])ecial  reverence.  '*  When  the  minister 
p)assed  from  the  threshold  to  the  pulpit,  tlie  people  rose ;  and 
if  he  formally  addressed  tliem  in  any  part  of  the  sej-mon, 
those  in  the  galleries,  in  obedience  to  parental  injunction  and 
usage,  in  many  pdaces,  stood  and  continued  standing  till  the 
address'was  concluded.''"'^ 

In  1706,  the  law  against  the  Quakers  was  repealed ;  and  in 
170S,  l>y"An  Act  for  the  case  of  such  as  soberly  dissent,'' 
persons  were  permitted,  on  certain  conditions,  to  worship  "  in 
a  way  separate  from  that  which  is  by  law  established,"'  without 
molestation  ;  but  nobody  was  excused  from  paying  taxes  to 
the  "established  church.*' 

When  Episcopal  churches  began  to  be  established  in  Cn]i- 
necticut,  the  colonists  saw  the  dithculties  in  which  their  laws 
respecting  dissenters  would  be  likely  to  involve  them.  Tiie 
mother  country,  it  was  probably  thought,  would  not  willinii'ly 
see  its  own  establishe<l  religion  proscribed  and  those  who  wor- 
shiped according  to  its  forms  suluected  to  disabilities.  (Pro- 
scription loses  all  its  beauties  when  its  authors  become  the 
subjects  of  it.)  Tlie  General  Assembly,  doubtless,  considered 
these  things  and  determined  to  modify  its  laws,  so  far  as  tliey 
bore  harshly  on  the  Church  of  England.  In  1727,  in  answer 
to  a  petition  from  certain  Churchmen  in  Fairfield,  it  was  en- 


»  Rev.  Luther  Hart,  in  The  Quarterly  Chri3tian_Spectator,  Vol.  V,  p.  227. 
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acted  that  all  taxes  levied  on  the  professors  of  the  English 
church,  in  places  where  there  was  a  minister  of  that  church  in 
orders,  should  be  paid  over  to  such  minister.  These  taxes  on 
Churchmen  were  gathered  by  a  special  collector  from  their  own 
denomination,  chusen  at  the  town  or  society  meetings.  When 
the  moneys  thus  raised  were  not  suthcieut  for  the  support  of 
their  own  clergymen,  they  could  levy  additional  taxes  on  their 
own  members.  In  addition  to  these  privileges.  Churchmen  were 
expressly  exempted  from  the  burden  of  building  "meeting 
houses."  These  indulgences,  however,  were  granted  more 
from  policy  and  necessity  than  preference. 

The  Episcopal  churches  or  parishes  were  merely  voluntary 
associations  They  had  no  corporate  or  legal  existence  except 
for  the  single  purpose  above  mentioned.  They  could  not  im- 
pose rates  for  building  or  repairing  their  own  cinirches,  or  for 
any  purpose  but  the  niaintenance  of  their  ministers.  Congrega- 
tionalism was  the  established  religion — the  religion  of  the  state. 
Congregational  societies  were  the  only  societies  known  to  law, 
and  these  were  territorial  and  exclusive. 

In  1729,  in  an  "  Act  for  the  Ease  of  such  as  Soberly  Dis- 
sent," the  Quakers  and  Baptists  having  divine  worship  of  their 
own,  and  attending  the  same,  were  excused  from  Congrega- 
tional taxation  ;  but  they  had  no  other  privileges. 

Tlius  matters  continued  till  after  the  Eevolution ;  Init  in 
ITS-i,  a  law  "for  securing  the  Ivights  of  Conscience"  was 
passed,  which  permitted  a  man  to  join  any  denomination  of 
Cliristians  he  pleased,  and,  if  a  dissenter  and  an  attendant  on 
public  worship  and  a  contributor  to  the  supp^)rt  of  the  same, 
exempted  him  from  taxes  for  the  maintenance  of  the  ministry 
and  religion  "by  law  established."  By  the  same  act,  the  dis- 
senting churches  and  congregations  had  "  liberty  and  authority 
to  exercise  the  same  powers  and  privileges  for  maintaining 
their  respective  ministers  and  building  and  repairing  meeting 
houses,  as  the  ecclesiastical  societies  constituted  by  law  iiave 
and  do  exercise  and  enjoy."  It  was  under  this  law,  I  suppose, 
that  the  Episcopal  church,  of  Northbury  was  organized  in  1784. 
Thus,  all  Chrldlan  sects  were  put  on  a  footing  of  essential 
equality. 

Our  fathers  were  rigid  in  their  notions  of  moral  and  reli- 


318 


HISTORY  OF  WATERBCKY. 


glous  duty.  They  discarded  tlie  forms  of  the  English  cliurch 
and  endeavored  to  seize  the  essence.  Still,  they  were  nna]>ie 
to  get  rid  entirely  of  forms,  for  men  cannot  do  this,  however 
strenuous  their  endeavors.  Those  which  they  did  observe, 
they  adhered  to  with  singular  pertinacity.  In  so  doing,  they 
jeoparded  and  sometimes  lost  siglit  of  the  substance.  Tliev 
were  particularly  exact  in  the  observance  of  the  sabbatJi,  and 
this  observance  was  enforced  by  pains  and  penalties.  The 
people  were  required  by  stature  to  ''carefully  ap[)ly  themselves 
to  the  duties  of  religion  and  piety,  publicly  and  privately,"  on 
the  Lord's  day.  They  were  required,  on  that  day  and  also 
on  "fast  dayes  and  dayes  of  thanksgiving,''  to  go  to  meeting, 
and  they  were  not  permitted  to  go  anywhere  else,  the  fine  for 
transgressing  the  law  being,  in  each  case,  five  shillings.  ''Sin- 
gle persons  being  boarders  and  sojourners,''  and  young  per- 
sons "  under  the  government  of  parents  or  masters,"  were  not 
allowed  to  "  meet  together  in  company  or  companies,"  i]i  the 
street  or  elsewhere,  on  the  evening  of  the  sabbath,  or  of  fast 
day  or  lecture  day,  the  fine  being  five  shillings.  It  was  made 
the  duty  of  constables  and  grand  jurors  to  walk  the  streets 
and  duly  search  all  suspected  places,"  and  to  bring  the  viola- 
tors of  this  law  to  justice.  These  are  the  statutes  our  fathers 
lived  under,  till  after  the  Revolution,  and  which  assisted  to 
mould  their  characters  and  opinions. 

In  illustration  of  what  was  considered  "servile  labour"  on 
the  sabbath,  no  longer  ago  than  1737,  I  would  refer  to  a  jus- 
tice trial  in  which  Isaac  Bronson,  a  leading  man  of  Water- 
bury,  was  arraigned  before  Timothy  Hopkins,  a  justice  of  the 
peace.  A  conviction  followed,  and  a  fine  of  five  shillings  with 
the  costs  of  court  was  imposed.  The  criminal  party,  not  being 
satisfied  with  the  decision,  petitioned  (inefiectually)  the  General 
Court  for  relief,  and  at  the  same  time  explained  the  nature  and 
extent  of  his  "  crime,"  as  follows  : 

To  the  HonouraV)Io  generall  Court  [kc.]  <-iting  att  Xcwhaven  second  Thurs- 
day of  October  1737 — the  memorial  of  Isaac  Brounsou  of  waterbnry  humbly  siiou - 
eth  that  one  m*"  ju'^tice  Timothy  Hopkins  of  sd  waterbury,  [kc]  by  hi«  spt'isall 
writ  caused  your  memorialist  to  apear  before  him  on  the  24'^  day  of  auirn.-t  Last 
to  answer  for  being  giity  of  doing  servil  Labour  on  the  sabbath  or  Lord>!  day,  in 
the  site  of  said  justice,  and  gaue  judgment  against  your  memorialest  in  the  follow- 
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ing  words  viz  [Here  follows  a  copy  of  the  execution  and  sentence  of  the  court, 
from  which  it  appears  that  the  crime  was  committed  on  the  7th  day  of  Aiig\i>t, 
and  that  the  culprit  was  sentenced  to  pay  5s.  fine,  and  os.  t5d.  costs,  "and  stund 
committed  till  he  comply,''  &c.]  so  that  your  memoriallest  was  forced  to  pay  the 
money  or  go  to  prison,  which  money  was  paid  down  to  the  justice  and  your 
memorialest  stands  Recorded  gilty  of  the  breach  of  the  sabbath  but  thinks  liim- 
self  wholy  innocent  of  any  such  crime:  and  can  not  help  himself  so  without 
Remedy  except  this  Honourable  assembly  giue  Eeleafe,  and  he  is  under  great  dis- 
advantage to  Lay  the  whole  matter  before  your  Honours,  m*'  justice  utterly  Refus- 
ing  to  giue  him  a  copy  of  the  writ  by  wliich  he  was  brought  before  him  :  therefore 
is  obliged  to  Declare  the  facts,  by  sd  justice  judged  to  be  creminall,  which  was  his 
sister  had  lived  sometime  att  his  Hous  about  four  miles  out  of  Town  but  by  reason  of 
seuere  ilness  went  Home  to  her  mother  and  stayed  with  her,  but  she  amended,  and 
on  the  sabbath  day  night  after  meeting  was  ended  asked  your  memorialist  if  he  would 
Let  her  Ride  behind  him  home  to  his  house  which  he  did:  this  is  the  whole  that 
he  is  charged  with  and  it  was  no  harme  as  he  thought;  how  euer  he  stands 
Recorded  as  aboue  and  hath  been  already  put  of  from  Recieuing  the  sacrament  on 
that  account,  and  there  upon  prays  this  Honourable  assembly  to  make  void  the  sd 
judgment  if  they  in  their  wisdom  can  think  it  just,  or  grant  him  Liberty  of  a  hear- 
ing of  the  whole  matter  before  the  County  Court  to  be  holden  att  Newhaven  in 
ovember  next,  and  order  the  sd  justice  to  furnish  him  with  a  copy  of  his  pro- 
ceedings in  the  case  in  order  to  his  hauing  afair  Tryall  at  the  sd  Court,  or  any  other 
way  grant  Releaf  [<i:c.] 

Isaac  Brounson. 

If  any  man  convicted  of  "  proplianing  the  sabbath''  refused 
to  pay  his  line,  he  might  be  puldicly  whipped.  This  was  tlie 
law  in  17 Si  and  afterwards. 

By  an  old  statute,  (in  existence  after  the  Eevohition,)  each 
householder  was  required  to  liave  at  least  one  Bible.  Xu- 
merous  families  were  to  liave  "  a  considerable  mimber  of 
bibles,''  besides  suitalde  orthodox  catechisms  and  other  books 
of  practical  godliness.    It  was  the  duty  of  the  selectmen  to 

make  diligent  inrjuiry after  these  things,  and  constables, 
jurymen  and  ty thing  men  were  to  make  diligent  search  after 
and  presentment  make  of  all  breaches,  iSzc. 

The  legislation  of  our  ancestors  was  harsh,  sometimes  vin- 
dictive. It  attempted  too  much.  Its  ends  were  often  unjn>ti- 
fialde,  frequently  trivial.  It  interfered  nnwarrantably  with 
personal  rights.  It  took  it  for  granted  that  a  dLv-5irable  oljject, 
in  every  case,  was  to  be  secured  by  some  special  law.  Tliat  an 
evil  existed  was  a  sufficient  reason  why  a  statute  should  be 
enacted.  The  truth  was  not  recognized,  and  is  not  yet  fully 
understood,  that  there  are  many  irreguralities  in  the  moral 
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world  (sin,  in  the  language  of  theology)  which  legislarinn  cim- 
not  reach.  Man,  it  was  conceived,  was  utterly  de})ravtM|  ])y 
nature,  alwavs  mclinino:  to  c:o  astray.  He  was  treated  as 
though  conscience,  truth,  justice,  honor,  were  no  part  of  his 
moral  constitution.  His  whole  conduct  and  his  entire  busi- 
ness, to  their  minutest  details,  must  }>q  regulated  hy  laws. 
These  laws  assumed  a  ]>erfect  uniformity  of  religious  views,  of 
moral  prlnci|)les  and  of  opinions  generally.  A  strict  con- 
formity was  expected  from  all.  Those  who  entertained  pecu- 
liar sentiments,  particularly  on  religious  subjects — who  pre- 
sumed to  differ  from  the  ruling  classes — had  a  hard  time  of  it. 
They  felt  that  bv  coming  to  America  they  had  not  escaped 
tyranny  in  aggravated  forms. 

As  an  illustrati<:»u  of  the  trivial,  not  to  say  ridiculons,  legisla- 
tion of  our  Vatliers,  I  nuiy  refer  to  the  anti-tobacco  laws.  The 
use  of  tobacco  was  regarded  (correctly)  as  demoralizing,  par- 
ticularly to  the  young.  Therefore,  the  General  Court  order- 
ed that  no  person  under  20  years  of  age  should  use  it.  Xo 
other  })erson  (not  accustomed  to  it !)  could  employ  it  without 
a  certiiicate  from  a  physician  and  a  license  from  the  Court, 
lie  who  was  addicted  to  its  use  was  forbidden  to  indulge  his 
appetite  in  company,  nr  publicly  in  the  streets,  or  when  at 
labor  or  on  a  journey,  unless  ten  miles  from  home,  and  tlien 
]iot  luit  once  a  day.  The  penalty  fnr  each  offense  was  six  pence, 
to  be  paid  without  gainsaying  ! 

It  i-z  well  known  that  slavery  was  formerly  an  institution 
of  Coniiecticut.  Our  ancestors,  whom  we  are  accnstomed  to 
revere  for  their  virtuts  and  religion,  wei-e  'Mrafficers  in  human 
flesh  I"'  Sontlimayd,  Leavenworth,  Trundndl,  Scovill,  Dea. 
Clark  and  Dea.  Garnsey,  those  holy  men  and  others  like  tliem, 
held  their  fellows  in  bondage  I  For  their  guilt  in  this  r«-gard, 
their  decendants  do  not  applvtothem  the  same  epithets,  pre- 
cisely, that  they  sometimes  bestow  on  cotemporary  sinners  of 
the  same  class.  Does  this  lenity  of  judgment  come  from  the 
conscious  obligation  of  the  ''higher  law" — Honor  thy  father 
and  thy  mother  i 

The  first  settlers  of  TVaterbury  had  not  many  slaves.  It  is 
not  certain  they  had  any  ;  tliough  it  is  probable  some  three  or 
four  (perhaps  more)  were  slave  owners,  possibly  from  the  first. 
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'The  truth  is,  the  great  proportion  of  them  were  too  poor  to 
own  that  kind  of  property.  Luxuries  of  all  kinds  were  be- 
yond their  reach.  They  lived  in  the  plainest  manner  and  did 
their  own  work.  Owing  to  a  lack  of  tools,  machinery,  roads 
and  productive  lands  prepared  for  tillage,  or  in  other  words, 
capital,  the  surplus  products  of  labor  were  small.  Compara- 
tively, a  man  could  do  but  little  more  than  maintain  himself. 
Hence  the  necessity  that  all  should  work,  young  and  old,  male 
and  female.  If  the  addition  of  a  negro  to  a  family  increased 
production,  it  also  increased  consumption  ;  and  if  a  support  in 
infancy  and  old  age  is  taken  into  the  account,  almost  in  an 
equal  ratio.  Hence  the  inducement  with  the  early  planters  of 
Waterbury,  to  own  slaves  could  not  have  been  great,  even 
could  they  have  formd  the  means  to  purchase  them.  The  prof- 
its of  slavery  in  Connecticut  were  never  large,  and  the  sacri- 
fice, when  it  was  finally  got  rid  of,  was  not  serious. 

The  first  slave  in  Waterbury,  of  which  I  have  certain  knowl- 
edge, was  Mingo,  who  was  the  property  of  Dea.  Thomas 
Clark,  about  1730.  He  was  then  a  boy.  His  master  used  to 
let  him  for  hire  by  the  day,  first  to  drive  plow,  then  to  work 
with  the  team.  At  Dea.  Clark's  death  in  1T61-,  Mingo  was 
allowed  to  choose  which  of  the  sons  he  would  live  with.  He 
preferred  to  remain  at  the  old  homestead  with  Thomas  ;  but 
after  the  latter  commenced  keeping  tavern,  he  did  not  like  his 
occupation  and  went  to  reside  with  Timothy  on  Town  Plot.  He 
had  a  family,  owned  considerable  property,  and  died  in  ISOO. 

Parson  Southmayd  owned  two  slaves  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  Sampson  and  Phillis.  Parson  Leavenworth  owned 
two.  Peg  and  Phillis;  Parson  TrumljuU  of  Westbury,  two  or 
more ;  Parson  Scovill,  two,  Phillis  and  Dick.  Dick  died  so 
late  as  1S35,  aged  90.  He  used  to  tell  the  story  of  his  cap- 
ture on  the  shores  of  Africa  when  a  boy,  as  he  was  playing 
in  the  sand.  He  was  sold  several  times,  always  with  the  un- 
derstanding that  he  might  return  when  he  chose.  He  was  at 
one  time  the  property  of  Dea.  Stephen  Bronson.  After  his 
old  master  removed  to  Xew  Brunswick,  he  usually  worked 
for  Dea.  Bronson  or  Mr.  James  Scovill,  and  was  always  re- 
garded as  a  member  of  the  family.  He  was  a  faithful  negro. 
The  writer  remembers  with  afiection  his  kind  otnces,  in  child. 
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hood.  Poor  man !  He  became  blind  in  Lis  old  age,  and  the 
wicked  boys  sometimes  played  tricks  with  Iiim.  He  bad  a 
wife  and  cbildren  and  some  property.  Peace  to  bis  memory  ! 
— Capt  William  Hickox  died  in  Westbnry,  in  1737,  possessed  of 
two  slaves,  Lewis  and  Pbillis.  Capt.  George  iSicbols  bad  one ; 
Lieut.  Tbo.  Picbards  one.  Jack;  Dea.  Jonatban  Garnsey  one 
or  more ;  Esq.  Josepb  Hopkins,  one.  Silence ;  Dr.  Preserved 
Porter,  two,  Fortune  and  Dinab,  6zc.  I.  Woodruff,  of  Westbury, 
owned  an  "  Indian  woman,''  wbo  died  in  lT7i.  Lidian  slaves 
appear  to  bave  been  common  in  tbe  earlier  periods  of  tbe 
Colony. 

By  an  old  colonial  law,  men  were  sometimes  sold  into 
slavery  for  crime.  Samuel  Lanson  was  arraigned  before  tbo 
Court  of  Assistants  in  Hartford,  May  10,  1670,  and  convicted 
of  notorious  stealing  and  "  breaking  up  and  robbing  of  Wetb- 
ersfield  and  Branford  mill  several  times,"  and  living  in  a 
"  renegade  manner  in  tbe  wilderness."  He  was  fined  £20 
and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  tbe  Barbadoes  and  sold  as  a  servant 
for  four  years.  Under  a  similar  law,  Josepb  Lewis  of  Water- 
bury,  a  town  pauper,  was  tried  before  Tbomas  Clark,  Esq.,  May 
12, 1756,  on  complaint  of  Oliver  Terrell,  for  stealing  forty  sbil- 
lings  "  proclamation  money,"  and  condemned  to  pay  six 
pounds  proclamation  money  [tbree  times  tbe  amount  stolen] 
with  costs  of  suit,  and  also  a  fine  of  ten  shillings,  lawful  mon- 
ey, to  tbe  town  treasurer,  and  be  wbipped  on  ye  naked  body 
ten  stripes — costs  taxed  at  £1-3-3." — He  was  wbipped  accord- 
ing to  tbe  judgment  of  tbe  court,  and  bound  out  to  tbe  plain- 
tiff, as  a  servant,  till  tbe  above  said  sum  sbould  be  paid. 

By  an  early  statute  of  tbe  Colony,  all  single  persons  [tbey 
were  not  favorites  of  our  Puritan  ancestors,  and  were  watcbed 
witb  great  jealousy]  wbo  lived  an  idle  and  riotous  life,"  migbt 
be  bound  out  to  service.  By  a  law  passed  in  1725,  and  wbicli 
was  in  existence  till  after  tbe  Pevolution,  any  delinquent," 
in  tbe  sense  of  tbis  statute,  migbt  be  disposed  of,  or  bound 
out  to  service,  or  in  other  words  sold,  by  order  of  any  court, 
assistant  or  justice  of  the  peace,  for  so  long  a  time  as  was 
necessary  to  pay  tbe  costs  of  prosecution. 

Li  tbe  volume  of  statutes  which  was  published  immediately 
after  the  Eevoiutionary  war,  there  was  an  act  which  declared 
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that  no  negro  or  mulatto  child,  born  in  this  State  after  March 
1,  ITStt,  should  be  held  in  servitude  any  longer  than  till 
he  or  she  should  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years.  In 
the  same  act,  there  were  restraints  put  upon  slaves  similar  to 
those  we  find  at  the  South  at  the  present  day.  Any  Xegro, 
Mulatto  or  Indian  servant  found  wandering  beyond  the  bounds 
of  the  town  to  which  he  belonged,  without  a  ticket  or  pass 
from  a  justice  of  the  peace  or  the  owner,  might  be  seized  by 
anybody  as  a  run-a-way.  K  a  slave  was  caught  out  at  night, 
after  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  without  an  order  from  his 
master,  any  person  might  apprehend  and  bring  him  (or  her) 
before  a  justice,  who  might  sentence  him  (or  her)  to  be  pub- 
licly whipped  on  the  naked  body.  TVithout  such  order,  the 
ferryman  who  passed  a  slave  over  his  ferry,  or  the  tradesman 
who  bargained  with  him,  was  liable  to  a  fine.  So  was  the 
taverner  who  "  entertained  "  liim,  or  permitted  him  to  be  in 
his  house,  after  nine  o'clock  at  night.  Free  negroes  traveling 
without  a  pass  might  be  arrested. 

In  1848,  the  Legislature  enacted,  for  tlie  first  time,  that  no 
person  should  be  held  in  slavery  in  this  State. 

Individually,  our  Puritan  ancestors  were  very  much  such 
men  as  we  are — little  better,  no  worse.  There  were  among 
them  men  eminent  for  virtue,  knowledge  and  patriotism ;  while 
there  was  about  the  ordinary  proportion,  found  in  the  farming 
communities,  of  the  worthless  and  the  vile.  A  very  slight 
inspection  of  the  records  of  the  criminal  courts,  will  dissipate 
the  dreams  of  those  who  contend  that  our  great  grandsires 
were  perfect  beings.  They  were  bred  in  a  rigorous  age,  and 
were  exposed  to  peculiar  hardships,  dangers  and  temptations. 
These  ga^e  origin  to  peculiar  moral  characteristics — to  virtues 
and  to  vices  which  were  a  little  different  from  those  of  other 
ages  and  communities.  But,  on  the  whole,  they,  like  us,  were 
average  men.  We  have  more  science,  a  more  widely  diffused 
literature ;  better  roads  and  bulkier  ships ;  but  our  7n*:n  are 
like  their  men — shoots  from  the  same  stock.  Undistinguish- 
ing  eulogy  cannot  properly  be  applied  to  any  of  the  genera- 
tions of  Xew  England  ;  nor  will  truth  justify  indiscriminate 
censure.  Saints  and  sinners,  wise  men  and  foolish,  have  been 
(and  wdll  continue  to  be)  found,  in  fair  proportion,  among  all. 
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We  do  riglitlj  in  judging  leniently  of  tlie  weaknesses,  and 
mistakes  and  even  the  guilt  of  our  fathers.  "We  make  allow- 
ance for  their  circumstances,  the  state  of  their  civilization,  the 
age  in  which  thev  lived,  the  modes  of  thinking  which  prevail- 
ed at  the  time,  their  education,  even  their  temptations  and 
prejudices,  and  the  entire  group  of  inliuences  which  contrib- 
uted to  mould  opinions.  Were  men  equally  tolerant  and 
charitable  towards  their  contemporaries,  much  of  the  wrangling 
which  at  times  makes  earth  a  pandemonium  would  be  avoided. 
"Were  men  to  think  more  of  their  own  infirmities  and  guilt 
and  less  of  their  neighbors,  they  would  illustrate  a  practical, 
instead  of  a  speculative  and  professed  Christianity. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  with  the  eastern  Indians  in  1725, 
Is  ew  England  was  at  peace  at  home  and  abroad  till  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Spanish  war  (in  which  France  soon  joined)  in 
1739.  In  the  expedition  against  Cape  Breton  in  1745,  which 
resulted  in  the  capture  of  Louisburg,  in  which  Connecticut  had 
engaged  nearly  one  thousand  men,  Waterbury  appears  to  have 
been  represented,  but  I  know  not  how  numerously.  Capt. 
Samuel  Hickox  was  chosen  by  the  Assembly  a  captain  of  one 
of  the  companies  for  this  service.  Whether  he  joined  the  ex- 
pedition does  not  appear.  Samuel  Thomas,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Westbury,  died  at  Cape  Breton,  Jan.  29,  1745-6, 
probably  in  garrison. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  the  Spanish  and  French  war,  or  in 
1749,  Waterbury  was  visited  by  a  malignant  and  fatal  disease. 
It  took  the  form  of  a  low,  nervous  fever,  and  is  said  to  have 
run  its  course  in  nine  days.  If  the  sick  person  survived  the 
ninth  day,  recovery  was  expected.  It  spread  into  all  parts  of 
the  town  and  was  very  fatal  in  Woodbury,  as  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Cothren.  It  commenced  in  June  and  continued  till  the 
following  January.  The  most  fatal  months  were  Auo-ust  and 
September.  In  these  two  months,  there  were  thirty-eight 
deaths,  besides  two,  at  least,  not  recorded.  In  the  whole 
course  of  the  epidemic,  there  were  sixty-four  deaths  that  are 
recorded,  about  twenty  of  them  heads  of  families.  In  addi- 
tion to  these,  Mr.  Kichardson,  in  his  "  Historical  Sketch  of 
Watertown,"  gives  the  names  of  ten  persons,  making  seventy- 
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four  ill  all  that  are  known.  It  is  said,  tliere  were  tliirtv  deaths 
in  Xortlibury,  some  of  them  doubtless  not  recorded.  In  such 
times  of  terror,  all  business  is  carelessly  done.  There  were 
j)robably  not  fewer  than  ninety  deaths,  in  the  whole,  which, 
out  of  a  population  of  1500,  would  be  in  the  proportion  of  one 
in  sixteen  and  two  thirds,  or  six  per  cent.,  a  greater  propor- 
tional mortality  than  has  since  occurred  in  the  same  length  of 
time.  In  many  instances,  entire  families  were  prostrated  by 
the  disease.  In  two  of  the  three  parishes,  scarcely  ten  houses 
escaped.  In  several  families,  three  died  in  each ;  and  in  one, 
that  of  John  Barnes,  four,  all  under  nineteen  years  of  age. 
Once  in  this  sickness,  there  were  six  graves  open  in  the  old 
burying  ground,  at  the  same  time.  Often  there  was  difficulty 
in  procuring  medicine,  and  sometimes  the  people  had  to  go  as 
far  as  Norwich  for  it.  On  one  occasion,  Mr.  Leavenworth,  the 
minister,  performed  the  journey- — in  those  days,  no  small 
undertakino;.  From  the  middle  of  harvestinof  time  till  the 
last  of  September,  nearly  all  the  inhabitants  that  were  in  health 
were  constantly  employed  in  watching  the  sick  and  burying 
the  dead.  The  crops  were  neglected,  and  despair  settled  upon 
the  countenance  of  all.  Tlie  grass  upon  the  m.eadows  dried  as 
it  stood.  A  part  of  it  only  was  mowed,  and  that  which  was 
gathered,  on  account  of  its  having  been  secured  out  of  season, 
was  nearly  worthless.  Not  more  than  half  the  usual  acres  of 
the  winter  grains  were  sown,  and  these  were  so  imperfectly  till- 
ed, and  the  seed  was  put  into  the  ground  so  late,  that  a  famine 
was  apprehended.  Under  these  circumstances  of  discourage- 
ment, a  memorial,  signed  by  the  inhabitants  and  dated  Oct.  10th, 
171:9,  was  forwarded  to  the  xVssembly.  They  spoke  of  having 
"  been  visited  by  remarka"l)le  and  sore  sickness,"  and  then  re- 
counted their  griefs  and  misfortunes.  They  prayed  for  the  abate- 
ment of  their  country  tax  "  for  the  year,  on  the  list  of  IT-IS. 
Their  rerpiest  was  granted,  but  they  were  not  permitted  to 
draw  their  school  money  for  the  then  current  year. 

In  1755,  the  "  French  Neutrals,"  or  Acadians,  (the  old 
inhabitants  of  Nova  Scotia,)  because  they  refused  to  take  up 
arms  against  France  and  in  favor  of  their  new  masters,  the 
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Englisli,  were  driven  from  their  liomes  and  country,  to 
the  number  of  seven  thousand,  and  distributed  among  the 
American  colonies,  from  Xew  Hampshire  to  Georgia.  Four 
hundred  were  sent  into  Connecticut,  and  apportioned  among 
the  different  towns  according  to  their  respective  lists.  Six 
were  received  bj  Water])urj  and  nine  by  Woodbury. 

In  1766,  a  formal  declaration  of  war  was  made  by  England 
against  France,  but  hostilities  had  been  carried  on  between 
the  two  nations  for  some  time  previous.  This  was  an  eventfid. 
war  for  the  American  Colonies,  and  Waterbury  was  well  rep- 
resented in  it.  Capt.  Eldad  Lewis  with  his  company  from 
Waterbury  marched  to  the  scene  of  danger  in  the  "  Fort  Wil- 
liam Henry  alarm,"  in  1757.    His  company  consisted  of 


Lieut.  John  SutlifF, 
Ens.  Gideon  Hotehkiss, 
Serg.  Stephen  Welton, 
Daniel  Porter,  (clerk,) 
Thomas  Richards, 
Stephen  Matthews, 
Samuel  Lewis, 
Solomon  Barrit, 
EUakim  Welton, 
Hezekiah  Brown, 
Shadrack  Benhaui, 
Daniel  Barnes, 


Joseph  Warner, 
Charles  Warner, 
Oliver  Terrell, 
Jesse  Ak'ock, 
Abraham  Pilchards, 
Samuel  Judd, 
Joel  Frost, 
Thomas  Cole, 
Thomas  Williams, 
W.  Scott, 
V/iUiam  J  idd, 


Jonathan  Garnsey, 
Simeon  Beebe, 
Thomas  Hickox, 
Samuel  Richards, 
Nathaniel  Edwards, 
Nathaniel  Foot, 
Reuben  Blakeslee, 
Asher  Blakeslee, 
Ambrose  Field, 
Benjamin  Cook, 
Benjamin  Barnes. 


Capt.  Lewis  appears,  afterwards,  to  have  been  at  Lake 
George.  Lieut.  Gideon  Hotehkiss  and  Enos  Ford  and,  proba- 
ably,  his  entire  company,  were  with  him.  Some  of  the  other 
ofiicers  and  soldiers  who  were  engaged  in  the  old  French  war 
were,  Lieut.  Gershom  Fulford,  Lieut.  Timothy  Clark,  Lieut. 
Joel  Clark,  Ensign  Daniel  Potter,  Lieut.  Samuel  Judd,  Lieut. 
Oliver  Welton,  Eev.  Mark  Leavenworth,  chaplain,  Lsrael  Cal- 
kins, James  Brown,  James  Ealdwin,  Jesse  Baldwin,  Phineas 
Castle,  Daniel  Webb,  Samuel  Fenn,  Abner  Munson,  Tliomas 
Porter,  Stephen  Bronson.  Daniel  Porter,  Jr.,was  surgeon's  mate. 

When,  in  August,  1757,  Fort  William  Henry,  situated  at 
the  head  of  Lake  George,  and  commanded  by  Col.  Monroe, 
was  besieged  by  a  French  and  Lidian  force  under  Montcalm, 
the  English  general,  Webb,  was  lying  with  an  army  of  four 
thousand  men  at  Fort  Edward,  fourteen  miles  distant.  In- 
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stead  of  marcliino:  to  the  relief  of  Col.  Monroe  and  thus  savin  ir 
the  fort,  Webb  wrote  him  a  letter  advising  his  capituiation. 
The  messenger  and  letter  were  intercepted  bj  the  Lidian  al- 
lies of  Montcalm.  The  latter,  thinking  Webb's  commnnica- 
tion  would  promote  his  own  interests,  forwarded  it,  at  once,  to 
the  commander  of  the  fort.    A  capitulation  soon  followed. 

'Now  the  messenger  who  bore  the  letter  of  Gen.  Webb  seems 
to  have  been  Israel  Calkins  of  Waterbury,  (above  named.) 
He  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Indians  after  the  fort  was  sur- 
rendered, and  was  bv  them  taken  to  Canada.  Here  he  was 
"  redeemed  bv  a  French  gentleman,"  sent  to  France  a  prisoner 
of  war,  and  finally  in  a  cartel-ship  to  England  to  be  exchang- 
ed. He  landed  in  Boston  Oct.  6,  1758,  and  immediately  peti- 
tioned the  Legislature  for  ''an  allowance  of  wages  during  his 
captivity,"  and  also  a  gratuity  in  consideration  of  the  "  severe 
calamaties  "  he  had  suffered,  more  than  words  can  express 
.or  imagination  paint."  He  speaks  of  his  property  having  been 
dissipated  during  his  absence,  and  of  the  extreme  destitution 
of  himself  and  family.  He  "  implores  the  pity  and  compassion 
of  the  Honorable  Assembly,"  6zc.  His  prayer  was  heard  and 
£30  granted  him.— (State  Papers.  War,  YoL  YII.)  He  re- 
sided in  that  part  of  the  tovsm  which  is  now  called  Xangatuck, 
and  was  living  in  17S2. 

The  seven  years  war  ended  in  1703  and  "gloriously"  for  the 
British  Empire  in  America.  The  concpiest  of  Canada  and  its 
cession  to  England  secm-ed  the  Xew  England  colonies  from  fur- 
ther hostile  incursions  from  the  ]S"orth.  But  with  peace 
came  the  troubles  with  the  mother  country.  Tlie  British  min 
istiy  undertook  to  carry  out  their  plan  of  subduing  the  colo- 
nies— of  making  them  more  dependent  on  the  crown  and  Par- 
liament. It  was  deemed  necessary  that  the  royal  government 
should  be  carried  on  without  the  assistance,  and  in  spite  of 
the  resistance,  of  turbulent  colonial  assemblies.  It  was  claim- 
ed that  the  king  and  Parliament  in  political  and  civil  matters, 
and  the  bishops  in  ecclesiastical  affairs,  were  supreme  in  all 
cases  whatsoever.  There  could,  properly,  be  no  state  without 
a  king,  or  church  without  a  bishop.  What  were  considered  to 
be  inherent  rights  and  chartered  privileges  were  not  to  stand 
in  the  way  of  the  proposed  changes.    To  carry  out  the  plans 
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of  tlie  ministry,  it  was  decided  that  a  standing  anny  sliould  be 
maintained  in  tlie  colonies  at  tiieir  own  expense.  A  system 
of  taxation  was  devised,  and  the  celebrated  stamp  act  passed 
in  1764.  In  passing  it.  Parliament  meant  to  affirm  and  estab- 
lish a  right.  An  inmiediate  revenue  was  a  secondary  ol»ject. 
Tlie  colonists  resisted  this  act,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  princi- 
ple it  involved.  They  saw  in  it  a  purpose  to  enslave  them ;  or 
at  least,  to  curtail  their  liberties.  They  claimed  the  exclusive 
privilege  of  levying,  collecting  and  appropriating  their  own 
taxes.  They  insisted  that  taxation  and  representation  should  go 
together,  and  that  as  they  had  no  voice  in  Parliament,  the  lat- 
ter could  not,  rightfully,  imj^ose  on  them  taxes.  The  revo- 
lutionarv  storm  was  alreadv  o-atherino;  and  men's  minds  were 
stirred  with  profound  emotion.  Those  who  believed  in  the 
validity  of  Presbyterian  ordination  and  the  independence  of 
the  American  churches — who  abhorred  prelacy  alm^jsr  as 
much  as  they  did  the  pope — were  quick  to  see  the  religious 
bearings  of  the  questions  of  the  day.  They  felt  that  such  a 
measure  as  the  stamp  act  must  be  resisted,  in  the  beginniug, 
as  a  dangerous  encroachment  on  their  just  rights,  and  which, 
if  not  opposed  successfully  would  end  in  the  loss  of  their  most 
cherished  institutions,  political  and  religious.  The  Church-of- 
England-men  held  ditferent  views  and  had  different  sympathies. 
They  looked  upon  theirs  as  the  only  true  church,  and  Congre- 
gationalism as  a  heresy  which  had  ruled  too  long  in  this  coun- 
try. They  favored  the  views  and  hoped  for  the  triumph  of 
the  British  government.  The  Pev.  John  Beach,  in  Oct.  1765, 
wrote  to  his  friends  in  England,  saying  that  he  could  not  "'dis- 
cover in  any  of  the  church  people  the  least  inclination  to  sedi- 
tion and  rebellion  against  their  mother  country,  on  account  of 
the  stamp  duty."  The  Kev.  Mr.  ScoviU  of  Waterbury,  in  a 
letter  dated  Oct.  6,  1767,  wrote  as  follows  : 

The  church  people  in  my  cure  appear  to  have  a  serious  sense  of  religion,  and  a 
hearty  love  and  aftection  to  our  excellent  church,  which  makes  them  greatly 
lament  the  deplorable  condition  of  the  church  in  these  parts,  for  want  of  resident 
bishops  to  ordain,  govern  and  confirm  those  of  our  own  communion.*  They 


*  Up  to  this  time  and  till  1TS4,  the  Episcopal  clerg'y  of  this  country  were  oMiged  to  go  to 
England  for  ordination.  They  had  long  pleaded  for  a  bishop  of  their  own  to  save  tatm  thii 
trouble. 
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who  live  in  England  where  the  church  is  rather  triumphant,  can  have  but  a  faint 
idea  of  its  truly  miUtaut  state  here  in  Xew  England,  where  the  dissenters  take  oc- 
casion to  insult  and  revile  us,  even  for  want  of  that  discipline  which  they  so  un- 
justly and  clamorously  oppose.  Though  they  would  be  thought  the  greatest 
friends  of  liberty,  yet,  I  doubt  not,  they  w"ould  think  it  a  great  degree  of  oppres- 
sion, and  even  persecution,  to  be  obliged  themselves  to  go  3,000  miles  for  what 
they  judged  essential  to  the  perfection  of  their  church  ;  and  I  trust  in  God,  vre 
are  as  conscientious  in  the  profession  of  the  truth,  and  adherence  to  the  most 
pure  and  primitive  church  in  the  world,  as  they  can  be  in  their  errors.  They 
have  plentifully  reproached  us  with  the  hated  name  of  Jacobites,  persons  disaffected 
to  the  present  royal  family,  of  blessed  memory ;  but  when  the  Stamp  Act  brought 
our  loyalty  to  the  test,  I  thank  God  the  scale  turned  greatly  in  our  favour.  While 
we  sensibly  feel  all  these  great  disadvantages,  it  fills  us  with  real  grief  and  con- 
cern to  find  the  venerable  society  declining  to  open  any  more  missions  in  Xew 
England.  They,  under  God,  by  their  generous  bounty  and  pious  liberality,  have 
been  the  nursing  fathers  and  chief  supporters  of  the  languishing  church  in  this 
land,  for  which  unspeakable  fiivour  our  warmest  sentiments  of  gratitude  and  duty 
will  always  attend  them  ;  and  we  most  humbly  and  earnestly  beg  the  continuance 
of  their  patronage  and  kind  assistance,  so  long  as  our  circumstances  continue  upon 
all  accounts  so  truly  pitiable.* 


CHAPTEE  XXL 


RE  VOLUTIOXARY  HISTORY. 

The  patriots  of  "Waterburv  took  an  early  and  decided  stand 
against  the  designs  of  the  mother  country.  Their  own  history 
had  not  tended  to  soften  their  prejudices  against  the  English 
church.  The  two  parties  were  more  eyenly  balanced  than  in 
most  other  towns.  The  Churchmen  were  in  a  minority,  but 
they  were  still  numerous  ;  sufficiently  so  to  excite  the  jealousy 
and  eyen  the  fears  of  the  majority.  When,  at  one  time,  they 
obtained  the  ascendency  in  society  meeting,  in  Xorthhury, 
the  manner  they  conducted  themselyes  had  not  inspired  conti- 


*  Hawkins'  Missions,  p.  393. 
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dence  in  their  moderation.  Heligions  denominations  in  pow- 
er are  not  wont  to  treat  the  opposition  witli  peculiar  leniency. 
Such  is  the  transcendent  importance  of  religious  truth,  and 
such  the  wickedness  of  unbelief  or  a  contrary  belief,  that  men 
are  apt  to  think  any  means  justifiable  which  tend  to  spread 
the  one  or  suppress  the  other.  The  Congregationalists  cannot 
plead  guiltless  of  the  charge  of  attempting,  when  in  autliority, 
to  "  crush  out  "  ^'  dissent"  by  the  exercise  of  power. 

When  at  last  the  war  of  the  Eevolution  broke  out,  in  1775, 
the  Churchmen  of  Waterbury,  of  Connecticut  and  of  New 
England  were  seen  ranged  upon  the  side  of  the  parent  coun- 
try and  against  the  rebel  colonists.  They  were  Royalists  or 
Tories.  They  had  reasons,  satisfactory  to  themselves,  for 
their  opinions  and  conduct.  They  wished  the  success  of  the 
British  government,  because  on  that  success  depended  their 
hopes  of  worldly  distinction  and  religious  privilege.  On  that, 
they  supposed,  they  must  rely  for  the  permanent  ascendency 
of  the  Episcopal  church  in  America — its  doctrines,  its  faith 
aud  its  worship.  To  England  they  were  bound  by  the  strong- 
est ties.  From  that  country  their  parish  clergymen  had  from 
the  first  received  a  great  part  of  their  support.  They  owed  it 
a  debt  of  gratitude,  which,  if  they  could  not  repay,  they  were 
unwilling  to  forget.  They  had  always  been  the  weaker  party, 
had  been  ridiculed  in  their  weakness  and  sometimes  been 
*^  voted"  out  of  their  just  rights.  Their  feelings  had  not  been 
conciliated  and  they  had  come  to  hare  the  Whigs  most  hearti- 
ly. Tliey  now  hoped  their  wrongs  would  be  redressed.  They 
thought,  with  some  show  of  reason,  that  resistance  would  be 
in  vain  and  that  the  rebels  would  soon  be  compelled  to  re- 
turn to  duty.  It  is  impossible,  thought  they,  for  the  American 
Revolutionists,  without  money  or  discipline,  ill  furnished  with 
arms  and  not  perfectly  united  among  themselves,  to  resist  for 
a  long  time  the  whole  force  of  the  British  empire.  And  there 
were  others — wise  men — that  entertained  the  same  views. 
Tlie  eventual  triumph  of  the  American  cause,  at  least  as  to  time 
and  manner,  must  be  attributed  mainly  to  the  blunders  of  the 
British  ministry.  Had  the  event  turned  out  difierently,  the 
course  of  the  colonists  would  have  been  considered  rash..  Tlie 
truth  is,  though  each  party  was  determined  on  its  course. 
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neitlier  expected,  for  a  long  time,  to  come  to  blows.  So  im- 
perfectly did  they  understand  each  other. 

So  great  "was  the  alienation  of  feeling  between  the  rival  re- 
ligions sects  in  "Waterbnry,  that  parents  conld  not  always 
agree  to  send  their  children  to  the  same  school.  To  carry  out 
this  feeling,  two  districts  were  sometimes  made  within  the 
same  territorial  limits.  In  1TT5,  a  vote  was  passed  dividing 
the  school  district  on  the  Farmington  and  Wallingford  road 
into  two,  one  for  the  "Presbyterians"  and  one  for  tlie 
Church  of  England."  At  one  period,  when  thick  gloom  liad 
settled  over  the  prospects  of  the  colonists  and  the  English  or 
church  party  felt  almost  sure  of  a  speedy  triumph,  some  of 
the  more  enthusiastic  of  the  latter  met  together  and  determin- 
ed in  what  manner  the  farms  of  their  opponents  should  be 
divided  among  themselves,  after  the  subjugation  of  tlie 
country.^ 

In  Westbury,  as  well  as  in  the  old  society,  excitement  ran 
high.  Tlie  windows  of  the  Episcopal  church  were  demolished. 
The  principal  members  were  not  allowed  to  attend  public 
worship,  but  were  confined  to  their  farms.  "  A  Presbyterian 
deacon"  said,  publicly,  "that  if  the  colonies  carried  tlieir 
point,  there  would  not  be  a  church  [English]  in  the  iSi'ew  En- 
gland states."f  In  Xorthbury,  the  Churchmen  were  numer- 
ous, every  one  of  whom  was  a  Tory,  while  all  the  Congrega- 
tionalists  were  T^Tliigs.  Capt.  Amos  Bronson,  an  Episcopa- 
lian, commanded  a  militia  company  there^  the  members  of 
which  were  about  equally  divided  between  the  two  parties. 
His  commission  was  taken  from  him ;  but,  being  a  moderate 
Tory,  he  was  reelected.  A  commission  was  of  course  refused 
him.+ 

Several  influential  Churchmen,  early  in  the  progress  of  the 
war,  renounced  the  royal  party  and  joined  the  Whigs. 
Among  these  were  Capt.  John  Welton  of  the  old  society  and 
Capt.  Amos  Bronson  of  Xorthbury.  A  certain  pamplilet 
written  by  Dr.  Franklin  contributed  materially  to  this  result ; 
while  the  superciliousness  of  the  British  officials,  and  the  l)ar- 


*  MS3.  of  Bennet  Bronson. 

t  5I3S.  of  the  Rev.  Chauncey  Prindle,  published  in  the  Chronicle  of  the  Church,  July  26,  1530. 
t  A  manuscript  letter  from  his  son,  Mr.  Noah  M.  Bronson,  Medina,  Ohio. 
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barons  mode  in  Tvliicli  their  government  carried  on  the  ^.var, 
were  not  withont  influence. 

The  Episcopal  clergy  of  Connecticat  and  of  'New  England 
took  the  lead  in  opposition  to  the  war.  They  kept  up  a  cor- 
respondence with  the  society  at  home,  (of  which  they  were 
beneficiaries,)  in  which  they  expressed  their  views  freely  of 
the  merits  of  the  controversy,  and  gave  information  of  the 
state  of  the  country.  The  loyalty  of  their  own  church  is  a 
subject  for  frequent  comment  and  congratulation.  Dr.  Kichard 
Mansfield  of  Derby  wrote,  in  Dec.  1775,  that  he  had  pi-each- 
ed  and  taught  quiet  subjection  to  the  king  and  parent  state, 
and  that  he  was  well  assured  that  the  clergy  in  general  of  the 
church  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  had  done  the  same.  Of 
the  one  hundred  and  tliirty  families  under  his  charge,  one 
hundi-ed  and  ten,  he  continued,  *'  are  firm  and  steadfast  friends 
to  government  and  detest  and  abhor  the  present  and  unnatu- 
ral rebellion,  and  all  those  measures  which  led  to  it."  Far- 
ther on,  he  remarked,  ''the  worthy  Mr.  Scovill  [of  Waterbury] 
and  the  venerable  Mr.  Beach  [of  !^s"ewtown]  have  had  still 
better  success,  scarcely  a  single  person  being  found  of  their 
congregations  but  what  hath  persevered  steadfastly  in  his 
duty  and  loyalty.''^ 

The  Eev.  Mr.  Inglis,  in  Oct,  1776,  wrote  to  the  society  in 
England  as  follows  : 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  assure  you  that  all  the  society's  missionaries,  ■vviihout  ex- 
cepting one,  in  Xew  Jersey,  Xew  York,  Connecticut,  and,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  in  the 
other  Xevr  England  colonies,  have  proved  themselves  faithful,  loyal  servants  in 
these  trying  times ;  and  have  to  the  utmost  of  their  power  opposed  the  spirit  of  dis- 
affection and  rebeUion  which  has  involved  this  continent  in  the  greatest  calamities. 
I  must  add,  that  all  the  other  clergy  of  our  church  in  the  above  colonies,  though 
not  in  the  society's  service,  have  observed  the  same  line  of  conduct. — [riawkins' 
Missions.] 

[At  the  Xorth,  the  laymen  of  the  Episcopal  faith  were  commonly,  like  their  rec. 
tors,  Loyalists;  but  at  the  South  it  was  different,  and  many  of  the  mo-^t  distin 
guished  Whigs  of  that  section  were  zealous  friends  of  the  established  church. — 
Sabine's  Loyalists,  p.  51. 

Tory  physicians  were  more  common  than  Tory  barristers,  or  even  clergymen, 
and  were  treated  with  more  indulgence  than  other  Tories. — Ibid,  p.  58.] 

In  consequence  of  the  course  taken  by  the  Episcopal  cler- 
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gj,  their  open  opposition  to  the  war  and  their  secret  correspond- 
ence with  the  enemy,  thej  were  watched  with  jealousy  and 
sometimes  treated  with  the  greatest  seyerity.    They  woukl  not 
pray  for  the  continental  Congress  after  independence  was  de- 
clared, but  insisted  on  using  the  liturgy  as  it  was,  and  praying 
for  the  king  and  royal  family.    At  this,  the  Whigs  were 
wroth  and  would  allow  no  services  in  the  Eno;lish  churches. 
Mr.  Inglis  wrote  in  Oct.  1776,  that  "to  officiate  publicly  and 
not  pray  for  the  king  and  royal  family,  according  to  the  litur- 
gy, was  against  their  duty  and  oath  ;  and  yet  to  use  the  pray- 
ers for  the  king  and  royal  family  would  haye  drawn  ineyita- 
ble  destruction  on  them.    The  only  course  which  they  could 
pursue,  to  ayoid  both  eyils,  was  to  suspend  the  public  exer- 
cises.   This  was  accordingly  done.''    Mr.  Beach  of  Connecti- 
cut, alone,  the  writer  goes  on  to  state,  continued  to  officiate 
after  independence  was  declared,  he  affirming  "  that  he  would 
do  his  duty,  preach  antl  pray  for  the  king,  till  the  rebels  cut 
out  his  toDgue  !"    Mr.  Inglis  farther  complained  that  the  cler- 
gy were  eyerywhere  threatened  and  reyiled  and  imprisoned 
on  slight  pretenses — "  some  were  pulled  out  of  the  reading 
desk  because  they  prayed  for  the  king,  and  that  before  inde- 
pendence was  declared" — ''others  haye  been  warned  to  ap- 
pear at  militia  musters  with  their  arms,  haye  been  fined  f:>r 
not  appearing  and  then  threatened  with  imprisonment  for  not 
paying  their  fines. 

Dr.  Mansfield,  already  mentioned,  wrote  to  Goy.  Tryon  ear- 
ly in  the  war,  giying  it  as  his  opinion  that  if  the  king's  troops 
were  present  to  protect  the  Royalists,  "  several  thousand  men 
in  the  three  western  counties  of  the  Colony  [of  Connecticut] 
would  join  him."  The  letter  was  intercepted  and  Dr.  M.  was 
forced  to  fly  for  his  life. 

In  1777,  according  to  Mr.  Inglis,  all  the  society's  missiona- 
aries  in  Connecticut  were  "  either  removed  to  a  distant  part 
of  the  province  from  their  cures  and  there  detained,  or  else 
confined  in  their  own  houses."  To  the  credit  of  the  parties  in 
Waterbury,  it  may  be  said  that,  though  the  excitement  was 
intense,  no  scenes  were  enacted  liere  such  as  were  witnes^ed 
in  some  other  towns.  This  is  doubtless  to  be  attributed  in  part 
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to  tlie  ]3riideiice  and  ^visdom  of  Mr.  Scovill.  He  was  some- 
times threatened.  Occasionally,  lie  had  reason  to  fear  irjjmy. 
In  the  more  critical  seasons,  it  is  stated,  he  often  slept  from 
home  in  order  to  be  ont  of  the  way  of  midnight  calls ;  but  he 
had  the  courage,  which  the  Whigs  respected,  to  remain 
through  the  war. 

It  has  been  customary  to  denounce  the  Tories  of  the  Eevo- 
iution  as  the  worst  of  people — devils  incarnate.  But  the  time 
has  arrived  when  we  should  be  able  to  view  them  impartial- 
ly. They  were  mistaken  men,  bnt  no  doubt  can  exist  that 
they  were  in  the  main  conscientious  and  patriotic.  They 
thought,  doubtless,  that  they  were  in  pursuit  of  the  greatest 
and  most  permanent  good  of  their  country.  They  were  actua- 
ted by  a  principle  of  loyalty  to  government  and  of  respect  for 
existing  laws. 

When  the  time  for  action  came,  the  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Waterbury  were  the  fast  friends  of  colonial  rights.  Af- 
ter the  meeting  of  the  General  Congress,  in  1774,  a  town 
meeting  was  warned  to  be  held  on  the  17th  day  of  November, 
1774, for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  the  eleventh  article  of 
the  association  of  the  General  Congress,  (&:c."  At  this  meet- 
ing, Phineas  Hoyce,  Esq.,  was  chosen  moderator,  and  Rev. 
Mr.  Leavenworth  made  a  prayer."^ 

*  Periodically  and  on  important  special  occasions,  our  fathers  met  in  town  meetings  for  the 
transaction  of  the  public  business  and  for  g-eneral  consultation  and  discussion.  These  meetings 
give  a  good  idea  of  American  republicanism  in  its  practical  workings.  In  them,  the  people 
learned  their  first  lessons  in  government.  These  assemblies  formerly  exercised  more  extensive 
powers,  and  had  the  oversight  of  more  numerous  interests,  than  now.  The  affairs  of  ecclesias- 
tical and  school  societies,  as  well  as  those  belonging  more  strictly  to  the  whole  town,  were  reg- 
ulated in  them.  Voluntary  associations  are  of  comparatively  modern  origin.  The  great  town 
meeting,  so  called  by  ^Ir.  Southmayd,  was  held  annually  in  December.  A  person  to  be  qualified 
to  vote  must  be  "an  admitted  inhabitant,  a  householder  and  a  man  of  sober  conversation,"  and 
have  a  freehold  estate  of  fifty  shillings.  After  some  influential  man  had  been  chosen  modera- 
tor, "  the  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer."  (The  custom  of  opening  town  meeting  with  prayer 
is  said  to  be  still  kept  up  in  some  of  the  old  towns  in  this  State.  When  companies  met  for  mili- 
tary parade,  a  prayer  from  the  minister  formerly  introduced  the  business  of  the  day.) 

A  town  clerk,  constable  and  selectmen,  ''able,  discreet  and  of  good  conversation,"  and  other 
olScers,  were  then  chosen,  in  proper  order.  The  penalty  for  refusing  to  serve  was  forty  shil- 
lings.  All,  down  to  fence-viewers  and  town-brander,  were  required  to  take  an  oath,  and  this  was 
generally  administered  in  open  meeting.  To  prevent  di3ord3rly  conduct  in  town  meetings,  a 
statute  wag  passed  to  punish  the  same.  "  At  a  court  for  ye  tryal  of  small  causes,  held  in  Water- 
bury,  Jan.  9,  1756,  present  Thomas  Clark  one  of  his  Magesties  Justices  of  the  peace,"  Thomas 
Doolittle  and  John  Barnes  were  arraigned  for  the  breach  of  the  above  law,  and  were  fined,  each 
5a,  and  the  costs  of  court,  Is.  At  the  next  town  meeting,  Feb.  16,  1756,  there  Is  this  entry — 
"Voted  to  give  Thomas  Doolittle  his  fine  for  speaking  without  liberty  in  town  meeting.'' 
Barnes,  it  is  presumed,  showed  less  contrition,  and  the  fine  was  exacted. 
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At  the  same  meeting,  the  extracts  of  the  proceedings  of  the  late  respectable 
continental  Congress  holden  at  Philadelphia  having  been  read,  (together  with  the 
resolves  of  the  House  of  Representatives  [of  Connecticut]  thereon,)  and  the  same 
appearing  a  wise  and  judicious  plan  in  the  present  dangerous  and  ditiicult  state  of 
our  public  affairs,  in  order  to  effect  'a  happy  and  much  to  be  desired  union 
between  Great  Britain  and  these  colonies — 

This  meeting  therefore  agree  and  resolve  faithfully  to  adhere  to  and  strictly  to 
abide  by  the  association  entered  into  by  said  Congress — and  appoint  the  gentle- 
men hereafter  named  a  committee  to  see  the  same  carried  into  execution  in  every 
article  thereof. 

The  above  unanimously  voted  and  for  a  committee,  Joseph  Hopkins  and  Timo- 
thy Judd,  Esqs.,  captains  John  Welton,  Gideon  Hotchkiss,  John  Lewis,  Benjamin 
Richards,  Nathaniel  Barnes,  Doct.  Ebenezer  Beardsley,  Doct.  Roger  Conant,  Messrs. 
Andrew  Bronson,  James  Bronson,  Stephen  Matthews,  Jesse  Curtis,  Josiah  Rogers, 
chosen. 

At  the  same  meeting,  voted  that  the  town  clerk  shall  get  a  copy  of  the  doings 
of  the  Congress  well  bound  at  the  cost  of  the  town,  and  lodge  it  in  his  office,  there 
to  remain  among  the  records  of  the  town,  for  the  use  of  future  generations. 

Voted  also,  that  in  case  a  County  congress  should  be  agreed  upon  and  desired 
in  the  County,  (which  we  would  recommend,)  then  the  above  said  committee  shall 
choose  and  appoint  two  out  of  their  number  to  attend  such  Congress. 

Yoted  also  that  the  doings  of  this  meeting  shall  be  published. 

The  articles  of  the  Continental  Congress  to  which  the  town 
"  resolved  faithfully  to  adhere,"  pledged  the  delegates  and  the 
people  of  the  several  colonies  they  represented  to  a  system  of 
non-intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  this  being  thought  the 
most  effective  means  of  obtaining  redress  of  grievances.  Noth- 
ing was  to  be  imported,  bought,  sold  or  consumed  which  was 
the  product  of  the  British  Islands — no  East  India  tea,  no  mo- 
lasses, syrup,  coffee,  pimento,  *kc.    Shaves  were  no  longer  to 
I   be  imported,  and  the  trade  was  to  be  discontinued.  The 
;  eleventh  article  recommended  that  every  county,  city  and 
:  town  should  appoint  a  kind  of  vigilance  committee,  "  whose 
i  business  it  shall  be  attentively  to  observe  the  conduct  of  all 
I  persons  touching  this  association,''  and  if  any  one  was  found 
i  violating  it,    the  case  to  be  publislied  in  the  Gazette,  to  the 
1  end  that  all  such  foes  to  the  rights  of  British  America  may  be 
I  publicly  known  and  universally  contemned,  as  the  enemies  of 
American  liberty,  and  thenceforth  we  respectively  break  off 
all  dealings  with  him  or  her."    It  was  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendation  of  this  article,  (and  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  Colony,)  that  the  town  meeting  above 
,  noticed  was  warned  and  the  committee  named  appointed. 
1 

,  .  ..... 
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At  tlie  next  meeting,  which  was  held  Jan.  12th.,  toUowing, 
the  town  voted  that  the  selectmen  should  procure  a  doii])le 
stock  of  powder,  lead  and  flints,  and  ''build  a  house  suitable 
to  store  "  them  in — a  proof  that  the  people  were  thoroughly 
in  earnest.  While  they  talked  of  "  a  happy  and  much  to  be 
desired  union  between  Great  Britain  and  these  colonies,*'  and 
felt  doubtless  as  they  talked,  they  were  determined,  as  far 
as  possible,  to  be  prepared  for  the  worst.  ±\.t  the  same  meet- 
ing. Col.  Jonathan  Baldwin,  Capt.  John  Welton,  Joseph  Hop- 
kins, Esq.,  Capt.  Samuel  Hickox,  Timothy  Judd,  Esq.,  Messrs. 
Stephen  Welton,  James  Porter,  Jr.,  Stephen  Seymour,  Eandal 
Evans,  David  Smith,  Josiah  Rogers,  Samuel  Lewis,  Esq,, 
and  John  Hopkins  were  chosen  a  committee  to  receive  the 
donations  that  may  be  contributed  towards  the  relief  of  the 
poor  in  Boston,''  who  were  suffering  at  this  time,  from  the 
effects  of  the  odious  Boston  Port  Bill.  The  Boston  people 
threw  the  tea  on  which  a  duty  had  been  levied  by  the  gov- 
ernment at  home,  into  the  harbor,  and  this  bill  was  passed 
by  Parliament  in  retaliation.  The  design  was  to  destroy  the 
commerce  of  that  refractory  town,  and  to  transfer  its  business 
to  Salem.  It  was  an  oppressive  act,  a  general  sympathy  was 
awakened,  and  material  aid  was  contributed,  in  all  parts  of  the 
country,  for  the  relief  of  that  doomed  people.  Xearly  all  the 
towns  in  Connecticut  had  public  meetings  and  sent  money, 
provisions,  live  stock,  or  whatever  they  could  spare. 

After  the  skirmishes  (not  battles)  at  Lexington  and  Concord, 
in  April,  1775,  the  Connecticut  Legislature  took  immediate  and 
decisive  steps  in  way  of  preparing  for  the  contest.  An  act 
was  passed  for  enlisting  and  equipping  one  fourth  part  of  the 
militia,  "  for  tlie  safety  and  defense  of  the  colony."  They 
were  to  be  divided  into  six  regiments,  and  the  companies  to 
contain  one  hundred  men  each.  Tlie  eiglith  company  of  the 
first  regiment  (commanded  by  Major  General  David  Wooster) 
was  to  be  raised  in  Waterbury.  The  officers  appointed  to 
command  it  were  Phineas  Porter,  captain  ;  Stephen  Mat- 
thews, Ist  lieutenant;  Isaac  Bronson,  2d  lieutenant;  David 
Smitli,  ensign.  Their  term  of  service  was  not  to  exceed  seven 
months.  Each  soldier  was  to  have  a  premium  of  fifty-two 
shillings  to  be  paid  at  the  time  of  enlistment,  and  one  month's 
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advance  pay,  amounting  to  tV.rty  sliillings.  besides  ten  shillings 
for  the  use  of  his  arms,  and  sixpence  a  day  for  billeting  money. 
Capr.  Porter  was  in  readiness  and  *•  about  to  march  late  in 
May. 

As  an  attack  was  a]>prehended  on  some  of  the  towns  upon 
the  sea-coast,  Capt.  Porter  was  first  ordered  to  march  into 
Fairfield  county.  Afterward-,  he  was  directed  to  go  t' »  the 
Hudson  Paver  and  so  north.  He  was  in  Greenluish  in  Octo- 
ber. Thence  he  marched  by  way  of  Albany  to  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  where  he  was  at  the  expirati«:'n  of  the  time  for  which 
his  company  was  enlisted.  Sume  of  them  then  returned  to 
Waterbury.  Others  cho^e  to  continue  with  the  army,  went 
into  Canada  and  were  with  generals  M-jntgomery  and  ^Vo(3S- 
ter  at  the  taking  of  M'-ntreal.  Sunie  were  present  at  the 
storming  of  Queljec,  imder  Arnold,  late  in  Dec.  1775,  when 
Montgomery  fell.  Among  them  were  Freeman  and  Daniel 
Jucld.    The  latter  died  of  small  pox,  near  Quebec,  Feb.  2.  17 76. 

In  the  year  1775,  AVaterbury  fnrni.-hed,  f u-  the  continental 
army,  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  soldiers.  This  appears  from 
a  certificate  of  the  town  ofiicers  to  the  treasurer  of  the  CoL:uiy, 
claiming  an  abatement  of  this  nimdjer  of  polls  (taxed  at 
£2,736j  according  to  an  act  of  Assembly.  Of  the  fifty-five 
towns  whose  returns  are  on  record  Waterbuiy  appears  to  have 
provided  more  men  than  any  otlier,  except  Farn.nngton  and 
Xew  Haven,  which  had  respectively,  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven  and  one  hundred  and  fifty-three.  T\"oodbury  had  one 
hundred  and  fifty.  Xo  town  in  the  C<:'lony,  not  itself  the 
theater  of  confiict,  made  greater  personal  sacrifices  through- 
out the  war  than  Waterbury.  It  contriljuted  77ie-n — the  rank 
and  file  of  the  army — and  had  but  an  insignificant  share  of  the 
honors  and  emoluments  of  the  war. 

In  March,  1776,  Gen.  Howe  evacuated  Boston,  and  in  June 
following  appeared  before  Xcav  York.  Congress  made  a  re- 
quisition on  Connecticut  for  troops.  Tlie  Legislature,  then  in 
session,  (in  June,)  passed  an  act  for  raising,  by  voluntary  in- 
listnient,  seven  regiments  to  Ije  marched  immediately  to  Xew 
York  to  join  the  continental  army."    They  vrere  to  serve  till 


•  5 ach  the  enthusiasm  for  tlie  public  service,  at  an  early  period,  that  in  many  towns 
voluiitary  coiapaaies  were  raised,  officered  and  equipped.    July  4,  1776,  acorcpaay  xjt  Louse- 

22 


33S 


HISTORY  OF  WATEEBUKY. 


tlie  25tli  of  Decciiibcr  folluwing,  luiless  sooner  discliargx-'l. 
The  officei's  of  the  fifth  regiinent  ^vere  "William  Doiio-la^s,  (n( 
^sTorthford,)  colonel,  James  Arnold,  lieutenant  colonel,  and 
Phineas  Porter,  major.  The  sixth  company  of  this  regiment 
was  from  AVaterbnry,  and  its  commissioned  officers  were  John 
Lewis,  Jr..  captain,  James  Warner,  ]st  lieutenant,  Michael 
Bronson,  2d  lieutenant  and  Joseph  Beach,  Jr.,  ensign.  Early 
in  August,  such  was  the  critical  condition  of  atlairs,  at  the 
urojent  solicitation  of  General  TTashinirton,  the  o-overnor  and 
council  of  safety,  constituting  the  committee  of  war,  directed 
all  the  standing  militia  west  of  the  Connecticut  Piver  and  two 
regiments  on  the  east  side,  to  march  forthwith  to  Xew  York, 
"  until  the  present  exigency  is  over.''  The  Waterbury  militia, 
attached  to  the  10th  regiment,  marched  under  Lieut.  Col. 
Jonathan  Baldwin,  the  17th  of  August,  ten  days  only  after 
the  order  was  issued.  It  is  estimated  that  full  one  half  of 
Washington's  army  in  and  about  Xew  York,  this  year,  were 
Connecticut  men  ;  and  that  during  this  season,  (177(»,)  the 
Colony  had  in  all  full  twenty  thousand  trooj^s  in  the  service, 
whereas,  her  whole  available  military  force,  (from  sixteen  to 
fifty  years  of  age.)  did  not  much  exceed  twenty-three  thousand. 
It  is  notorious  that  Connecticut  did  more  than  her  part  through- 
out the  Pevolutionary  war,  as  she  had  uniformly  done  in 
previous  wars.  This  fact,  however,  is  most  likely  to  be  con- 
ceded when  stated  with  modesty.  If  other  States  did  not  do 
as  much,  they  all  did  well.  Xo  one  of  them  v/hich  does  not 
institute  invidious  comparisons  need  be  ashamed. 

Iq  the  disastrous  confiict  on  Long  Lland,  which  occurred 
on  the  27tli  day  of  August,  177G,  ''Colonel  Douglass  with  his 
regiment  [the  fifth]  was  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight. He 
was  afterwards  engaged  in  several  actions  near  Xew  York, 
and  was  himself  particularly  distinguished  at  Harlem  Heights, 
White  Plains  and  Phillip's  Manor.  In  the  retreat  from  Long 
Island  the  night  after  the  fight.  Major  Porter  is  said  to  have 


holders  was  formed  In  Wnterbury.   They  furnished  themselves  with  arms  and  accoutrements  ; 
cho-ie  Jonathan  Curtis  for  their  captain,  Timothy  Pond  for  lieutenant  and  Samuel  Scovill,  en- 
sign, and  reported  them.'ielvej  ready  for  duty.    Ilinman'a  War  of  the  Kevolution,  p.  5^9. 
*  HoUiiter's  Connecticut,  Vol.  II,  p.  276. 
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been  in  the  last  boat.  Afterwards,  he  was  taken  a  prisoner 
in  j^ew  York,  and  at  the  end  of  three  months,  was  exchanged. 
Capt.  Stephen  Matthews,  attached  to  CoL  Ilenian  Swift's  regi- 
ment, liad  eleven  of  his  company  killed  in  this  campaign. 
Lient.  Xathaniel  Edwards  (of  "Westbury)  was  taken  prisoner 
at  the  captnre  of  Fort  Washington.  He  was  not  released  for 
two  years,  and  did  not  return  to  his  home  till  ITSO. 

In  November,  the  General  Assembly  enacted  that  four 
battalions,  (regiments.)  properly  officered,  should  be  forthvsdth 
raised  by  voluntary  enlistment,  (to  take  the  place,  probaldy. 
of  those  whose  term  of  service  was  al  )Out  to  expire,)  who  were 
to  serve  till  the  15th  day  of  March,  1777.  The  officers  of  one 
of  the  companies  (which  was  from  Waterbury)  in  the  2d  ])at- 
talion,  commanded  l)y  Col.  Thadens  Cook,  were  Benjamin 
Richards,  captain,  Isaac  Bronson,  Jr.,  1st  lieutenant,  "William 
Law,  2d  lieutenant,  Benjamin  Fenn,  Jr.,  ensign. 

At  the  time  the  British  troops  were  making  their  way  across 
Xevv'  Jersey  towards  Philadel]diia,  Pennsylvania  and  tlie 
whole  country  became  very  much  alarmed.  While  extraordi- 
narv  efforts  were  beinor  made  to  reinforce  Gen.  Washing-ton 
and  Gen.  Lee,  the  General  Assembly  of  Connecticut,  in  Decem- 
ber, earnestly  called  upon  all  able  bodied  men,  living  west  of 
Connecticut  river,  to  go  forward  and  offer  themselves  for  the 
service.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  arouse  and  animate 
the  people  to  rise  and  exert  themselves  Vvdth  the  greatest  ex- 
pedition,*' and  "to  set  on  foot  with  all  expedition  an  enlistment 
in  the  various  parts  of  tlie  State.''  On  this  committee  are 
found  the  names  of  Mark  Leavenworth  and  Capt.  Thomas 
Porter,  apparently  of  Waterbury. 

Xear  the  close  of  this  year,  (177i>,)  tlie  General  Assenddy 
reorganized  the  militia  of  the  State,  forming  them  into  six  bri- 
gades. At  the  same  time,  *'  it  was  enacted  that  all  male  per- 
sons from  16  years  of  age  to  60  years,  not  included  in  the  train- 
band, and  exempted  from  ordinary  training,"  (with  certain  ex- 
ceptions.) should  be  formed  into  companies,  and  equipped  to 
constitu^:e  an  alarm  list.  Tliese  were  called  •'alarm  companies.'' 
Those  over  tifty  years  of  age  could  not  be  compelled  to  march 
out  of  the  State.  With  this  exception,  they  were,  *'  in  case  of 
alarm,  or  orders  given  by  a  superior  officer,"  to  be  liable  to 
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the  same  duties,  service  antl  penalties  as  others  of  the  niilltia.'^ 
I  find  in  Major  Phineas  Porter's  orderly  hook a  list  of  tlie 
officers  of  the  alarm  companies  of  Waterhury,  (to  wit,)  1.  Capt. 
Phineas  Castle,  Lieut.  Ashhel  Porter,  Ens.  Timothy  Clai'k. 
2.  Capt.  John  AVoodrutf,  Lieut.  Thomas  Dutton,  Ens.  John 
Stoddard.  3.  Capt.  Isaac  Bronson,  Lieut.  Aaron  Benedict, 
Ens.  John  Slater.  L  Capt.  Jotham  Curtis,  Lieut.  Timothy 
Pond,  Ens.  Samuel  Scovill.  5.  Capt.  Stephen  Seymour,  Lieut. 
Daniel  Sanford.  Ens.  Samuel  Parker.  6.  Capt.  Josiah  Terrel, 
Lieut.  Stephen  Hopkins,  Ens.  Hezekiah  ITine. 

The  experience  gained  in  the  campaigns  in  1775  and  1776 
had  taught  the  country  the  ruinous  eii'ects  of  the  system  of 
short  enlistments.  Xo  sooner  had  the  troops  acquired  some 
discipline  and  eificiency,  than  their  term  of  service  had  ex[>irfd, 
and  their  ]:)laces  must  he  filled  hy  raw  recruits.  Patriotic  senti- 
ments and  enthusiasm,  it  was  found,  were  not  a  safe  de- 
pendence in  a  protracted  war.  They  might  lead  to  heroic 
deeds,  as  at  Bunker  Hill.  They  might  sustain  sokliers  hehiiid 
a  breast-work  ;  hut  would  not  with  certainty  hold  them  to  their 
duty  in  the  open  field  and  through  a  campaign.  America 
must  have  trained  battalions  before  she  coukl  meet  successtully 
the  disciplined  armies  of  England.  The  Legislature,  therefore, 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  Congress,  resolved  tliat 
eight  battalions  (regiments)  should  be  innnediately  raised,  l)y 
enlistment,  out  of  the  Connecticut  troops  then  in  the  army  and 
other  inhabitants  of  the  State,  to  serve  during  the  war,  on  the 
terms  proposed  by  Congress. f  Among  the  ufiicers  which  were 
at  the  same  time  appointed,  are  found  the  names  of  David  Smith, 
captain,  and  Michael  Bronson,  1st  lieutenant,  both  of  AVater- 
bury.  This  was  in  Xovember,  177^3.  Capt,  Smith's  comj)any 
was  made  up  wholly,  or  nearly  so,  of  Waterlmry  men. 

Waterbury's  cpiota  of  troops  for  the  eight  regiments  seems 
to  have  been  one  hundred  and  thirty-one.  To  devise  measures 
to  facilitate  the  enlistment,  (which  made  but  slow  progress,) 
and  in  conformity  to  the  recommendation  of  the  govei-nor 
and  council  of  safety,  a  town  meeting  was  called  on  the  first 

*  Hinraau's  Revolutionary  War,  p.  251. 

t  Afterwards,  tho.ie  who  enlisted  for  three  years  -.vere  put  upon  the  same  footing  as  those 
who  were  eugaged  for  the  war,  except  the  former  liad  no  part  of  the  iOO  acres  of  land. 
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day  of  April.  1777.  At  tin's  meeting,  a  vote  was  passed  to  give 
each  non-coniniissioned  officer  and  soldier  ^vlio  should  enlist, 
or  had  already  enlisted,  into  the  continental  army,  for  three 
years,  or  during  the  war,  twelve  pounds  lawful  money  annually, 
one  half  to  be  paid  at  the  time  of  enlistment.  To  provide 
the  means,  a  tax  was  laid  of  one  shilling  lawful  money  on  tlie 
pound,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  act  in  the  nuatter. 

That  the  families  of  those  who  enlisted  might  be  cared  f~>r. 
the  governor  and  council  recommended  that  the  towns  should 
provide  for  them  the  necessaries  of  life  at  the  price  fixed  by 
law."  Waterbury  resolved  to  make  the  provision  and  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  see  it  done.  Tlie  memljers  of  the  com- 
mittee (which  was  reappointed  annually,  in  December)  were 
Capt.  Stephen  Matthews,  Thomas  Dutton,  Jonathan  Scott. 
Benjamin  Munson,  Daniel  Bronson,  Capt.  John  Welton.  John 
Thomson,  Wait  Hotchkiss,  Daniel  Sanford,  Samuel  Sco^'i]l, 
Thomas  Fanclier,  Capt.  Samuel  Porter,  Gideon  Hickox,  Ste- 
phen Wai'uer  and  J«>siah  Bogers. 

In  October,  1777,  the  Assembly  ordered  that  each  town  in 
the  State  should  procure  immediately  for  each  non-commis- 
sioned officer  and  soldier  in  the  continental  army  1)elongii]g  to 
such  town,  one  shirt  or  more,  one  hunting  shirt  or  frock,  one 
pair  woolen  overalls,  one  (<)r  two)  pair  of  stockings  and  one 
pair  of  good  shoe>,  at  certain  stipulated  prices.  If  said  arti- 
cles of  clothing  cr)uld  not  otherwise  be  procure<l,  the  town  au- 
thorities were  autliorized  ^'  to  im[)ress  "  them  wherever  found, 
whenever  they  could  be  spared.  A  town  meeting  was  held 
in  Octi.>l)er,  according  to  recommendation,  and  a  vote  taken  to 
comply,  (A:c.  To  carry  the  object  of  the  meeting  into  execu- 
tion, a  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Messrs.  E'i 
Bronson,  David  Taylor,  Moses  Cook,  Peter  Ardton.  xVbraliam 
Andrews,  Samuel  Hickox,  Phiueas  Boyce,  Esq.,  John  Dunbar. 
Caleb  Barnes,  Joseph  Sutliif,  Jr.,  Daniel  Alcock,  Simeon  Hop- 
kins, Samuel  Lewis,  Esq.,  Gideon  Hotchkiss  and  Ira  Bebee. 
The  result  of  the  movement  was  that  Waterbury  provid^-d 
(for  which  the  selectmen  presented  an  account  against  the 
State)  115  woolen  shirts,  containing  2G2|  yards  of  shirting; 
24  linen  shirts  with  65  yds.  of  do.;  133  frocks,  (hunting  sliirts,  ) 
having  366  yds.  "  toe  cloth     130  pairs  of  "  over  halls,"  havijig 
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3055  yds.  fulled  cloth ;  IS  J:  pairs  of  stockings ;  127  pairs  of  slioes  ; 
5  sacks  of  '-toe  cloth''  for  transporting  clothing.  A  bill  was 
made  out  against  the  State  for  these  items,  to  which  was  added 

2Ss.  officers  fees  for  impressing  sundries  of  clothing."  There 
may  have  been  other  articles  furnished  besides  those  mentioned 
in  the  above  schedule,  in  order  to  make  np  the  apparent  de- 
liciencv  of  some  of  them.  The  number  of  ''frocks"  named 
(133)  may  have  been  the  whole  number  rerpiired,  and  may 
have  represented  the  number  of  soldiers  then  in  the  regular 
army  from  TTaterbury. 

The  frock  or  hunting  shirt  was  a  common  article  of  the  sol- 
dier's dress  in  the  Eevolution.  It  was  recommended  by  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  Connecticut  tnjops  in  Xew  York, 
as  a  part  of  the  uniform,  as  follows  : 

The  General  being  sensible  of  the  difficulty  of  providing  cloth  of  almost  any 
kind  for  the  troops,  feels  an  unis'illingness  to  recommend,  much  more  to  order, 
any  kind  of  uniform ;  but  as  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  men  sliould  have 
clothes  and  appear  decent  and  hght,  he  earnestly  encourages  the  use  of  hunting 
shirts,  with  long  breeches  of  the  same  cloth  made  gaiter  fashion  al>out  the  leg^, 
to  all  tho^e  who  are  unprovided,  Xo  dress  can  be  had  cheaper  or  more  conven. 
ient,  as  the  wearer  can  be  cool  in  Avarm  weather,  and  warm  in  cohl  weather  bv 
putting  on  under  clothes,  which  will  not  change  the  outward  dress,  Avinter  or 
summer — besides  which,  it  is  a  dress  supposed  to  carry  no  small  terror  to  the 
enemy,  who  think  every  such  man  a  complete  marksman.*  [ilajor  Phineas  Por- 
ter's Orderly  Book,  July  22d,  1776.] 

Among  the  other  articles  which  the  American  army  stood 
in  need  of,  and  without  whicli  battles  could  not  be  won,  was 
lead.  A  committee  was  appointed  by  the  Legislature,  consist- 
ing of  Joseph  Hopkins  (of  AVaterljury)  and  others,  to  search 
for  lead  mines  in  the  State.  At  the  same  time,  it  was  provi- 
ded that  the  selectmen  of  all  the  towns  should  purchase  all 
the  lead  they  could  tind — h^ad  weights,  bar  lead,  old  lead,  shot, 
ii'c,  at  a  rciisonable  price,  and  to  see  that  the  same  was  cast 
into  bullets  of  suitable  and  various  sizes.  The  selectmen  of 
"Waterbury  reported,  March  20, 1777,  that  they  had  collected 
f<:>ure  hundred  and  fifty  five  ll'S.  and  were  running  up  tlie 

*  Oar  ancestors  Tvere  skillful  in  the  use  of  fire  ;\r:ii.-5.  Hunting  was  with  them  an  occupation. 
Deer  abounded  in  our  town,  and  were  killed  for  food  and  clothin:?.  There  was  a  penalty  for 
destroying  them  out  of  season,  which  was  often  exacted  of  the  Waterbury  hunters.  Foxes  and 
wild  c\ts  were  also  common,  and  for  the  destruction  of  these  the  town  paid  a  preruium.  It  was 
in  the  pursuit  of  game  that  our  fathers  became  marksmen. 


HISTORY  OF  WATERBURY. 


343 


same  into  bullets,  and  had  made  some  allowance  for  Avabte, 
the  cost  of  which  amounted  to  £10 — IT — 6,  at  Od.  per  P'." 
They  asked  for  an  order  on  the  state  treasury  for  that  amount. 

In  the  campaign  of  1777,  the  Connecticut  militia  ^vere  not 
c[uite  so  severely  taxed  as  in  the  year  previous.  Late  in 
April,  however,  the  State  was  invaded  for  the  first  time,  Ijy 
Gov.  Tyron,  wlien  Danlany  (where  some  military  stores  had 
been  accumulated)  was  burnt.  The  neia'hboring  militia 
were  summoned.  Many  arrived  the  next  day  to  take  part  in 
the  action,  in  which  Gen.  AVooster  was  mortally  wounded. 
Aner  Bradley  (then,  or  immediately  afterwards,  of  West- 
bury)  received  a  musket  l)all  in  tlie  side. 

In  this  year,  Lieut.  Col.  Baldwin  was  stationed  with  liis  regi- 
ment at  Fislikili  and  on  the  Hudson,  as  part  of  the  force  de- 
signed to  guard  the  Highlands,  and  prevent  the  communica- 
tion of  the  enemy  below  with  Gen.  Burgoyne.  who  was  com- 
ing down  from  the  north.  He  had  several  companies  from 
Waterbury  with  him,  much  reduced  in  tlie  numbers  of  their 
men.  The  captain  and  commanding  officers  of  these,  acc<:>rd- 
ing  to  a  return  made,  were  Benjamin  Bichards.  Aaron  Bene- 
dict, John  "Woodruri",  Bhineas  Castle,  John  Lewis,  Thomas 
Fenn,  Xathaniel  Barnes,  Josiah  Terrell,  Samuel  Bronson, 
Jesse  Curtis,  Jotham  Curtis,  Joseph  Garnsey,  the  twelve 
companies  having  but  193  men.  Other  companies  swelled  the 
whole  number  of  meji  to  434. 

Capt.  John  Lewis,  Jr.,  (of  Salem,)  in  pursuance  of  the  or- 
ders of  Lieut.  Col.  Baldwin,  complained  to  the  Legislature  of 
his  lieutenant,  Ira  Beebe.  I  mustered,''  Lewis  said,  and 
marched  the  company  under  my  command  to  tlie  Bishkills, 
where  we  arrived  on  or  about  the  8th  day  of  Octol)e--  last 
past ;  and  before  I  had  op[M;>rtunity  to  make  a  regimental  re- 
tnrn  of  my  company,  said  Lieut.  Beebe  did  in  fact  come  off' 
and  lead  otf  a  large  number  of  my  company  without  liberty 
and  contrary  to  my  orders,''  c^^c.  Tlie  document  is  dated  at 
Waterbury,  Jan.  1,  1T7S,  and  will  be  found  in  the  3d  Vol.  of 
Bevolutionary  papers  in  the  State  Library.  Beebe  was  or- 
dered to  pay  the  costs  that  had  arisen. 

There  was  some  difficulty  about  the  payment  of  the  10th 
regiment,  in  this  year.    Gen.  Washington  wrote  a  letter,  da- 
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ted  April  Ttli,  1777,  to  tlie  governor  of  Comiecticut,  declining 
to  pay,  on  acconnt  of  the  great  disproportion  of  oliicers  to 
suldiers,  vfcc.  The  Assembly  desired  the  governor  to  reply  to 
the  letter, and  state  the  pecnliar  circumstances  of  that  regi- 
ment and  recpiest  payment,''  c^c. 

Many  from  ^Yaterbnry  were  in  the  northern  army  nnder 
Gen.  Gates,  and  tnnk  part  in  the  movements  and  the  battles 
which  terminated  so  gloriously  in  the  capture  of  Burgoyne.  in 
October,  1777.  Lieut.  Michael  Bronson,  attached  to  Col. 
Cook's  regiment,  acted  as  adjntant,  and  particularly  di^tin- 
gnislied  himself. 

In  Xoveml)er,  1777,  the  ''Articles  of  Confederation  and 
Perpetual  Union''  were,  after  prolonged  debate,  agreed  on  hy 
Congress.  These  were  to  be  proposed  to  the  several  legisla- 
tures, approved  by  them,  and  again  ratilied  by  their  delegates 
in  Congress,  before  they  went  into  operation.  Before  the  Con- 
necticut Legislature  had  considered  the  subject,  the  town  of  ^Va- 
terbury  held  an  adjourned  meeting  "for  the  purpose  of  taking 
into  consideration  the  Articles  of  Confederation.''  The  Arti- 
cles were  read  one  by  one.  The  first,  second,  third  and 
fourth  were  approved.  ''As  to  the  fifth  article,  [says  the 
record,]  it  is  the  mind  of  this  meeting  that  the  power  of  choos- 
ing delegates  to  Congress  is  in  rested  in  the  people — on  this 
condition  we  concur."'-^  The  sixth  and  seventh  articles  were 
approved.  The  eighth  article  ^\:a5  not  satisfactory,"  on  ac- 
count of  ''the  method  of  proportioning  the  tax  for  supplying 
tlie  common  treasury.''  '*  As  to  the  ninth  article,  where  it 
mentions  the  number  of  land  forces  made  by  requisitiun  from 
each  state  for  its  quota  in  proportion  to  white  inhabitants  in 
such  state,  we  liad  rather  choose  it  should  be  in  propoi'tion  to 
the  number  of  free  subjects  in  each  state."'  The  remaining 
articles  were  approved.  "After  g<:'ing  through  the  Aviiole  of 
said  articles,  [continues  the  record,]  the  whole  was  put  to  vote 
and  passed  in  the  atfirmative,  excepting  the  above  exceptions 
and  reserves." 

After  the  Declaration  or  Independence  and  its  approval  by 

*  The  fifth  article  provided  that  the  delegates  should  "be  annually  appointed  in  such  man- 
ner as  the  Le.^';ilature  of  each  State  shall  direct,"  vrith  a  power  reserved  to  each  State  to  recall 
its  m-jtnbers,  at  any  time,  and  send  others. 
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this  State,  in  Oct.  1770.  a  law  against  liigh  treason  was  enact- 
ed and  defined.  At  the  same  time,  an  oath  of  lidelity  to  the 
State  Avas  prescribed  and.  enjoined,  to  he  taken  hy  the  free- 
men and  officers  of  the  same,  Xo  person  couki  execute  any 
office  after  Jan.  1,  1777,  till  he  had  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity; 
and  no  freeman  could  vote  for  any  officer  till  he  had  done  the 
same.  This  law  was  repealed  in  Decemher,  but  another  was 
enacted  in  June,  1777.  At  the  session  in  August,  the  niemlters 
of  the  Assembly  took  the  prescribed  oath.  Mr.  Josepli  IL:>p- 
kius  and  Capt.  Ezra  Bronson  were  the  representatives  from 
^^"aterbury.  On  the  IGtli  of  Septt-mher  following,  (and  after- 
wards,) the  oath  was  administered  to  the  freemen  of  AYaterbury. 
The  list,  headed  by  llev.  Mark  Leavenworth,  will  ])e  found  in 
the  beo-inninij:  of  the  second  volume  of  town  meetino-s. 

During  the  severe  winter  of  1777-S,  "Washington  was  en- 
camped with  his  army  at  Valley  Forge,  Pa.  Hunger,  naked- 
ness, disease  and  discontent  came  near  breaking  up  tb.e  ai'uiy. 
Capt.  David  Smith,  writing  from  the  '*  Camp  of  Pennsylva- 
nia,under  date  of  Jan.  IS,  177S.  made  a  return  of  the  names 
of  persons  under  his  command,  from  Waterbury.  They  are 
as  follows:  Sylvanus  Adams,  John  Saxtou,  Ezekiel  Sc-tt, 
Lue  Smith,  Joseph  Freedom.  Mark  Picliards,  Ezekiel  Upson, 
Joel  Eoberts,  Elisha  Munson,  Elisna  Ilickox,  William  Bas-ett. 

In  177S,  the  military  companies  of  Waterbury  were  formed 
into  a  distinct  regiment  by  the  name  of  the  2Sth  regiment. 
The  field  officers  were  Col.  Phineas  Porter,  (of  Waterlmry,) 
Lieut.  Col.  Benjamin  Pichards,  (of  Westbury,)  and  Majr.r 
Je>se  Curtis,  (of  Xorthbury.)  In  this  year  and  afterwards, 
AVaterbury  appears  to  have  furnished  its  full  proportion  of 
troops  both  for  the  regular  army  or  "  continental  line,''  and 
for  mihtia  duty.  Those  who  remained  at  home  contributed, 
according  to  their  ability,  to  sustain  the  burdens  of  the  war. 
Tliese  burdens  in  the  form  of  regular  taxes,  provisions,  cloth- 
ing, camp  ecpiipage,  A'c,  were  heavier,  perliaps,  than  were 
ever  before  borne  by  a  numerous  people,  voluntarily.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  war,  the  men  were  so  generally  aV)sent  on 
niilitar}^  duty  that  there  were  scarcely  any  persons  left  except 
the  aged,  the  infirm  and  tiie  women  to  do  tlie  farm  work — to  j.ut 
in  and  secure  the  crops,  and  take  care  of  the  farm  stock. 
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Tiiere  was  danger  of  famine,  not  only  in  the  armv,  but  among 
tlie  people  at  large.  Tlie  disordered  condition  of  tlie  ciirreucY, 
connected  with  large  emissions  of  irredeemalde  paper,  made 
(to  keep  up  its  credit)  a  legal  tender,  added  greatly  to  the 
embarrassments  of  the  country.  Labor  was  robbed  of  its  re- 
ward ;  honesty  and  fair  dealing  were  discouraged.  Individ- 
uals took  advantage  of  the  necessities  of  the  government  and 
the  general  destruction  of  credit.  To  prevent  extortion,  the 
Legislature  undertook  the  business  of  regulating  the  prices  of 
all  commodities  (including  labor)  by  statute.  Tlius  the  dif- 
ficulty was  aggravated.  Few,  at  this  time,  haye  ader[uate  con- 
ceptions of  the  distressed  con_dition  of  our  country  in  those 
dark  and  perilous  days.  Those  who  talk  flippantly  of  our  in- 
stitutions ;  who  disparage  our  government ;  who  speak  lightly 
of  the  blessings  of  union  and  the  advantages  secured  by  the 
Constitution — know  little  of  their  worth — know  little  of  the 
toil  and  privation,  the  agony  and  the  blood,  which  purchased 
them  ! 

Much  of  the  business  in  town  meetings,  during  the  war, 
M'as  to  provide  ways  and  means  for  carrying  on  the  contest. 
Committees  were  appointed  from  year  to  year,  to  furnish  cloth- 
ing for  the  soldiers  and  provide  for  their  families  at  home,  to  col- 
lect provisions  for  the  army,  to  make  tents,  ^-'c,  6zc.  When  arti- 
cles could  not  othervvdse  be  obtained,  impressment  was  resorted 
to.  Much  difficulty  was  experienced  in  complying  with  the  de- 
mands of  Congress  and  the  State  for  soldiers.  xVfter  the  first 
enthusiasm  had  subsided,  men  were  reluctant  to  enlist,  partic- 
ularly for  three  years,  or  during  the  war.  To  make  tlie  pay 
sure,  the  town  guaranteed  the  wages  ofiered  and  usually  added 
a  considerable  bonus.  Heavy  fines  were  imposed  io:  delin- 
rpiency  on  those  who  were  drafted.  Eli  Blakeslee,  S;imuel 
IL3W,  Ebenezer  Bradley,  Jr.,  and  Joseph  Bradley,  were  draft- 
ed to  go  to  Xew  Haven,  but  neglected  to  appear.  They  were 
arraigned  before  the  County  Court  in  April,  1779,  and  fined 
each  £10,  and  costs  amounting  to  £9,  Os. 

Of  the  1,500  soldiers  which  the  Assembly  ordered,  in  May, 
1  780,  to  be  raised  for  the  continental  army,  Waterbury  and 
Watertown  were  required  to  furnish  26.  At  a  town  meeting 
held  in  June,  a  committee,  consisting  of  Capt.  Phineas  Castle, 
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Capt.  Samuel  Brouson,  Capt.  Isaac  Bronson,  Jr.,  Mr.  I^''^  I>ce- 
be,  Capt.  Josiali  Terrel,  Capt.  Samuel  Up>oii,  Cap^-  Bevi 
Gaylord,  Messrs.  Micliael  Bronson,  Joseph  Beacli,  Jr.,  Street 
Bichards,  Timothy  Chirk  and  Jude  Iloadley,  was  appoii'i^^*^^ 
to  hire  Waterlniry's  proportion  (thirteen)  "  to  inlist  into  the 
continental  army  in  any  company,  battalion  or  regiment,  as 
they  shall  choose,  for  the  term  of  three  years,  or  during  the 
war,  and  if  the  men  cannot  be  obtained  for  so  long'  a  term, 
until  the  first  of  January  next.''  At  the  same  time,  the  tuwn 
pledged  itself  that  one  half  of  the  Ijounty  or  wages  should  bo 
paid  in  provision  or  clothing,  at  the  prices  such  articles  cum- 
monly  sold  for  in  177-i,  and  the  other  half  in  lawfid  monty, 
or  its  equivalent  in  bills  of  credit,  payable  once  a  year,  once 
in  six  months,  or  once  in  three  months,  as  the  cijmmittee 
shouhl  a<2:ree.  In  Julv  folio  win  l;-,  the  same  committee  was 
directed  to  engage  ten  other  soldiers,  which  arc  now  ordered 
to  be  raised  by  the  governor  and  council  of  safety.'' 

In  Xovember,  17S0,  ^Vaterbury  and  AVatertown  were  order- 
ed to  provide  14  soldiers  for  the  continental  army. 

Early  in  17S1,  there  was  a  pressing  demand  for  troops  f;»r 
Horse  Xeck.  Waterbury  re-olved  t<j  raise  its  rpiota,  agreea- 
ble to  the  act  of  the  Assembly  in  Xovember  preceding.  They 
were  to  serve  one  year  from  the  ensuing  first  of  March.  Ben- 
jamin Munson,  James  Borter,  Jr.,  David  Taylor,  Daniel  Alcock, 
Jude  Iloadley  and  Ebenezer  Borter  were  chosen  a  committee 
to  procure  "^aterbury's  quota.  At  the  same  time,  heavy  taxes 
were  laid,  and  to  facilitate  the  collection,  the  tax-payers  were 
divided  into  several  '-classes*'  (eighteen)  and  a  colk-ctor  ap- 
pointed for  each.  To  help  out,  the  selectmen  were  desired  to 
make  a  loan,  on  the  town's  credit,  of  a  sutficient  sum,  in  ;->rate 
money,  ibr  hiring  the  soldiers  for  Horse  Xeck.  Sonu;  de- 
clined to  pay  the  taxes.  Capt.  Samuel  L^pson  and  others  of 
the  third  class,  in  Farmingbury,  represented  that  xlbraham 
Wooster  refused  to  pay.  His  tax  was  :24s.,  and  he  was  order- 
ed by  town  vote  to  be  assessed  for  double  the  amount,  accord- 
ing to  law.  David  "^Vooster,  David  Welton,  Henry  Grilk'y, 
Stephen  Scovill  and  Timothy  Scovill  also  refused,  and  ^^'cre 
served  in  the  same  way. 

In  March,  1731,  the  town  voted  to  raise  ten  footmen  and 
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one  mounted  horseman  for  Horse  Xeck,  according  to  act  of 
Assem'idy,  and  engaged  that  tlie  wages  offered  hy  the  State 
shonld  be  |mnctnally  paid  in  silver  at  Os.  Sd.  per  ounce,  <:»r  an 
erjijiivalent  in  bills  of  credit.  And  the  committee,  Eli  Bronson 
r,ind  Joseph  Atkins,  Jr.,  was  authorized  to  pledge  such  a<ldi- 
tional  payment  as  might  be  necessary.  If  said  soldiers  -were 
not  obtained  by  the  lirst  of  Apj-il,  (I7S1,')  the  inhabitants  were 
to  be  divided  into  classes  by  ]Messrs.  Ashbel  Porter,  John 
Thomson  and  Daniel  Byiiigton,  committee,  according  to  the 
list  of  ITSO,  each  class  to  provide  for  one  recruit. 

In  June,  ITSl,  John  Welton  was  chosen  agent  to  hire  seven 
soldiers  for  the  continental  army  for  one  year,  on  as  reason- 
able terms  as  he  cau."  A  rate  was  also  laid  of  four  pence  on 
the  pound,  payable  in  ii"old  or  silver,  or  good  merchantaUe 
beef  cattle,  at  the  prices  lixed  ],)y  the  General  Assenddy,  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  for  the  contin  mtal  army. 

In  Jidy,  ITSl,  six  soldiers  for  continental  service  were  to  be 
lurni-hed  by  Waterbury,  and  Capt.  John  Welton,  Dr.  I>anc 
Baldwin,  Charles  Upson,  David  Hotchkiss,  Isaac  Judd  and 
Eli  Bronson  were  chosen  to  divide  the  town  into  six  classes, 
each  class  to  provide  one.  Another  tax  was  at  the  same  time  laid 
of  three  pence  on  a  povmd,  payaljle  in  lawful  silver  money,  or 
provisions,  or  clothing.  In  Decemljer,  one  soldier  was  want- 
ing to  complete  the  town's  qu<:»ta  for  Horse  Xeck  tower," 
[tour,]  and  lie  was  to  be  provided  by  Stephen  Bi'onson  and 
others,  committee. 

Feb.  25,  1TS2,  the  town  passed  a  vote  to  lay  a  tax  of  three 
half  pence  on  the  pound  '*f«.>r  tlie  purpose  of  procuring  seven 
men  for  the  post  of  Hor^.e  Xeck  and  western  frontier,  accord- 
ing to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  passed  in  January 
last,*'  to  be  paid  in  cattle,  sheep,  swine  or  grain,  "  according 
to  the  true  value  thereof  in  ready  money.''  Joseph  Beach. 
Jr.,  was  chosen  a  committee  to  procure  them,  he  to  be  allowed 
a  reasonaUiC  reward  for  his  services."-^  At  an  adjourned  meet- 
ing, March  11th,  measures  were  taken  to  supply  seven  men, 
able  bodied  and  efl'ective,"  for  the  continental  army.  Charles 


*  The  to^vn  sometimes  contracted  with  iniUviJuals  to  furnish  the  require'!  soldiers.  In  IT^D, 
for  instance,  Selia  Bronson  and  William  Leavenworth  were  the  contractors,  as  appears  from 
some  ditliculty  in  the  settlement  with  them  this  year,  (l'S-2.) 
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Upson  and  Da\  id  Ilotchkiss  were  cliosen  a  committee  to  hire 
tliem.  To  defray  tlie  expense,  another  tax  of  three  half  perice 
was  voted,  payable  as  before,  in  cattle,  sheep  or  swiiie,  or  in 
wheat  at  5s.,  rye  at  3s.  4d.,  corn  at  2s.  Od.,  oats  at  Is.  Gd. 

In  the  war  of  the  Ivevolution,  no  person  from  Waterbniy 
attained  a  higher  rank  in  the  regular  army  than  that  of  maj(>r. 
David  Smith  of  Xorthlniry  continued  an  olhcer  during  tlie 
war,  and  for  some  time  before  its  close  held  the  commission 
of  major.  lie  was  attached,  in  the  commencement  of  ITSl, 
to  the  fifth  regiment  of  infantry  of  the  *"  Conneciicnt  line,'' 
commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  Isaac  Sherman. 

I  give  below  a  list  of  such  names  as  I  have  obtained  of  those 
persons  from  ^Vaterbury  wlio  wei'e  engaged  in  the  war  of  the 
Ee volution.    The  list  is  very  incomplete. 


Etlian  Audrus.*, 

Daniel  Barnes, 

Israel  Calkins, 

Timothy  Andruss, 

Capt.  Xathaniel  Barnes, 

Roswel  Calkins, 

John  Ames, 

Thaddeus  Barnes,  Jr., 

Richard  Clark, 

Samuel  Ames, 

Cai»t.  Isaac  Bronson, 

Capt.  PhinoLiS  Castle, 

Sylvanus  Adams, 

Dr.  Isaac  Bronson, 

Asahel  Chitteuten, 

Luke  Adams, 

Lieut.  Michael  Bronson, 

Amos  Culver, 

James  Adams, 

-  litus  oronson, 

Lull  Lapenny, 

F)fln5p1  Allpn 

1  iPiif'     1  n  r»  cti '"i  >;  Tint  ton 

Josiah  Atkins, 

Asahel  Bronson, 

Lieut.  Titus  Button, 

Solomon  Alcock, 

Joseph  Bronson, 

Stephen  Davis, 

Samuel  Alcocdc, 

Daniel  Bronson, 

Jonathan  Davis, 

John  B.  Alcock, 

Eliel  Barker, 

Miles  Dunbar, 

Lieut.  Aaron  Benedict, 

Isaac  Barker, 

Amos  Dunbar, 

Obed  Blake^Iee, 

Giles  Brocket, 

Joel  Dunbar, 

Enos  Blakeslee, 

Ebenezer  Brown, 

Isaac  Davton, 

John  Blakeslee, 

Thomas  Cole, 

Samuel  Dayton, 

Amasa  Blakeslee, 

John  Cole, 

Xathaniel  Edwards, 

Joel  Blake-^lee, 

Thomas  Chilman, 

Elidia  Fro.t, 

Benjamin  Bates, 

Timotiiy  Cook, 

Aaroii  Fenn, 

Col.  Jonathan  Bald'vin, 

Joel  Cook, 

Cayit.  Thomas  Fenn, 

Ens.  Theophilus  Baldwin, 

Samuel  Cook, 

Eus.  Bciijauuu  Fenn, 

Abel  Baldn-in, 

Yv'illiam  Cook, 

Cephas  For<l, 

Kenjamin  Baldwin, 

Selah  Cook, 

Josepli  Freedom, 

Elihu  Benham, 

Bethel  Camp, 

John  Fallendon, 

Stephen  Bristor, 

Lieut.  Samuel  Camj), 

Lieut.  John  Fulibrd, 

William  Basset, 

Sanmel  Camp,  Jr., 

James  Fulibrd, 

Lieut.  Ira  Beebe, 

Eli  Curtis, 

Israel  Fri.-bie, 

Aner  Bradley, 

Stephen  Curtis, 

David  Foot, 

John  Beach, 

Samuel  Curtis, 

Moses  Foot, 

Thaddeus  Beach, 

Capt.  Jesse  Curtis, 

Bronson  Foot, 

Clark  Baird, 

Capt.  Jotham  Curtis, 

Benjamin  Gaylord, 

Beiijamiu  Barnes, 

Zadoc  Curtis, 

Jonathan  Gaylord, 

350 


HISTORY  OF  ^VATERBURY. 


Southmayd  Garnsey, 

Elisha  Munson, 

Serg.  Stephen  Scott, 

Jonathan  Gai-nsey, 

Xathanlel  Morris, 

Ansel  Spencer, 

Capt.  Joseph  Garnsey, 

Levi  Marks, 

Elisha  Spencer, 

Paul  Griggs, 

PhiHp  Martin, 

Asa  Sawyer, 

Shneon  Graves, 

Samuel  Mix, 

Xathan  Seward, 

James  Grannis, 

Titus  Mix, 

Stephen  Scovill, 

Gideon  Hiekox, 

Capt.  Stephen  Matthews, 

Timothy  Scovill, 

Elisha  Hiekox, 

Jonah  Mallory, 

Ezekiel  Sanford, 

Williaia  Hiekox,  Jr., 

Joseph  3Iun, 

Stephen  Seymour, 

Capt.  James  Hiekox, 

Timon  Miles, 

William  Southmayd, 

Abraham  H o t e h k i s s. 

Joseph  Minor, 

Ezekiel  Tuttle, 

Truman  Hotehkiss, 

Abijah  Osborn, 

Jabez  Tuttle, 

Ebenezer  Hotehkiss, 

Joshua  Osborn, 

Timothy  Tuttle, 

Jesse  Hotehkiss, 

L-aac  Osborn, 

Ens.  Timothy  Tuttie, 

Capt.  Gideon  Hotehkiss, 

Maj.  Phineas  Porter. 

Hezekiah  Tuttle, 

Timothy  Huraaston, 

Truman  Porter, 

Asa  Thayer, 

Jared  Humaston, 

Lieut.  Pendleton, 

Capt.  Josiah  Terrell, 

Lemuel  Hopkins, 

Daniel  Pendleton, 

Ichabod  Terrell, 

HoUingsworth  Hine, 

Jared  Priehard, 

Joel  Terrell, 

Benjamin  Time, 

George  Priehard, 

Jared  Terrell, 

Hezckiah  Hine, 

George  Priehard,  Jr., 

Thomas  Terreil, 

Reuben  Hine, 

Amasa  Preston, 

L^rael  Terrell, 

Xathaniel  Hall, 

Jonatlum  Pardee, 

Isaac  Terrell, 

James  Hull, 

Luke  Potter, 

Elihu  Terrell, 

Culpepper  Hoadley, 

Munson  Pond, 

William  Turner, 

Philo  Hoadley, 

Ward  Peck, 

Ezekiel  t'pson, 

Ebenezer  Hoadley, 

Augustus  Peck, 

Benjamin  Upson, 

William  Hoadley, 

Eliel  Parker, 

Stephen  Upson, 

Jude  Hoadley, 

Elijah  Parker, 

Benjamin  Wooster, 

Lazarus  Ives, 

Aaron  Parker, 

Edward  Warron, 

Elnathan  Ives, 

Capt.  Benjamin  Richards, 

Samuel  Wei  ton. 

Dennis  Judd, 

Mark  Richards, 

James  Welt  on, 

Sanmel  Judd, 

Joel  Ro'oerts, 

Stephen  Welton,  Jr., 

Daniel  Judd, 

Capt.  Xeheminh  Rice, 

Job  AN'elton, 

Freeman  Judd, 

Elijah  Steele, 

Increase  Wade, 

Chandler  Judd, 

John  Stoddard, 

Samuel  Woodruff, 

Stephen  Judd, 

John  Smith, 

Lambert  Wood'^'df, 

Bresvster  Judd, 

Lsaac  Smith, 

Edward  Woodruff, 

Samuel  Kimball, 

Levi  Smith, 

Capt.  John  Woodruff, 

Capt.  John  Lewis,  Jr., 

Allen  Smith, 

Abel  Woodward, 

Serg.  Samuel  Lewis, 

Samuel  Smith, 

Thomas  Warden, 

Joseph  Lewis, 

Lue  Smitli, 

Bartholomew  Williams 

David  Lewis, 

Maj.  David  Smith, 

Obadiah  Williams, 

Joel  Lines, 

John  Saxton, 

Philemon  Wilcox, 

Richard  Lawrence, 

Samuel  Strickland, 

Stephen  Warner, 

Charles  ^[erriman, 

Ezekiel  Scott, 

Justus  Warner. 

Thomas  Merchant, 

Uri  Scott, 

Thomas  Hiekox  (of  Westbury)  and  Ezra  Bronson  were  purchasing  commissaries ; 
the  first  during  most  of  the  war,  and  the  last  in  lTb2  and  afterwards. 
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In  the  very  commencement  of  tlie  "war,  the  Itovalists  or 
Tories  of  Waterbury,  by  their  acts  and  words,  aroused  the 
jeahDusy  of  the  '^V"]ligs.  Tliere  was,  at  that  time,  within  tlie 
bounds  of  the  first  society,  two  military  companies.  One  of 
these  was  commanded  by  '\\Tjig's.  All  the  otHcers  of  tlje  otiier, 
with  the  exception  of  one  sergeant,  were  Tories,  and  took  no 
23ains  to  disguise  their  sentiments.  The  General  Court,  as 
early  as  June,  1TT4,  appointed  a  committee  to  examine  into 
the  facts  and  report.  Thomas  Mathewson  (Matthews  i)  and 
Timothy  Judd  were  the  committee.  The  next  year,  a  formal 
complaint  was  made  of  their  commanding  officer  to  the  As- 
sembly by  certain  members  of  the  company,  ^Yhigs,  as  follows: 

To  the  Honorable  General  Assembly,  to  be  holden  at  Xew  ITaven,  on  the  2d 
Thursday  of  October,  A.  D.  1775. 

The  memorial  of  the  subscriber.-!,  inhabitants  of  Waterbury,  -within  tlie  limits 
of  the  military  company  or  train-band  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Hezekiah 
Brown,  humbly  shorreth — That  your  memorialists,  sensible  of  the  importance  of 
supporting  the  natural  and  chartered  rights,  liberties,  privileges  and  properties  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  American  colonies,  and  anxious  to  find  any  person  or 
persons  unfriendly  to  the  continental  method  of  defending  said  colonies,  think 
ourselves  obliged  to  inform  your  Honors  that  the  said  Brown  is  disaffected  with, 
and  unfriendly  to,  the  present  method  advised  by  the  Continental  Congress,  and 
adopted  by  your  Honors,  for  the  common  defence;  which  fully  appears  by  the 
following  sentence  pronounced  hy  said  Brown,  in  the  hearing  of  sundry  people, 
at  sundry  times,  viz:  that  the  Congress  ought  to  be  punished  for  putting  the 
country  to  so  much  cost  and  charge  ;  for  they  did  no  more  good  than  a  parcel  of 
squaws.  And  some  time  in  tlie  latter  end  of  May  last,  did  say,  that  he  did  not 
see  the  necessity  of  this  Colony  raising  soldiers,  as  it  was  unnecessary  expense 
and  the  Assembly  had  no  right  to  do  it ;  and  that  Boston  had  wrongfully  under- 
taken to  quarrel  about  the  tea,  and  we  had  no  hand  in  it  ;  and  by  his  justifying 
his  brother  John  Brown  in  exclaiming  against  the  authority  of  this  Colony  for 
raising  men  to  defend  tlie  Colony;  and  by  saying  that  our  General  Assembly  was 
as  arbitrary  as  the  pope  of  Rome,  when  they  cashiered  Capt.  Amos  Bronson  und 
Ensign  Samuel  Scovill ;  by  saying  that  the  Congress,  in  some  of  the  Articles  of 
their  Association,  was  as  arbitrary  as  ever  they  were  in  Home.  And  soon  after 
the  battle  of  Lexington,  in  April  last,  by  saying  in  the  time  of  the  alarm,  that  !:e 
would  not  go  one  step  furtlier  for  the  relief  of  tlie  people  in  Boston  than  he  ^vas 
obliged  to  go. 

Therefore,  your  memorialists  would  humbly  observe,  that  as  all  military  officers 
in  this  Colony  hold  their  commissions  by  your  Honors'  authority,  solely  for  tl'.e 
purpose  of  defending  the  lives,  liberties  and  properties  of  the  people,  we  think 
it  is  very  inconsistent  that  any  person  should  hold  a  commission  who  is  in- 
clined to  use  his  influence  against  the  authority  that  granted  it;  and  very  un-aie 
for  this  Colony  at  the  present  critical  and  important  crisis,  and  is  very  grievous  to 
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your  nienioriail<ts  to  l^e  under  the  eouuiiand  of  an  officer  in  whom  we  cannot  ooii- 
fide.  And  therefore  pray  your  Honors  to  grant  such  relief  as  your  wi.-doni  and 
justice  shall  direct;  and  we  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray.  Dated  at  "Water- 
bury  the  3d  day  of  Octol^er.  A.  D.  1775. 

[Signed]  Joseph  Beach,  Phineas  Castle,  Daniel  Bronson,  Moses  Cook,  Amos 
Prichird,  Thomas  Bronson,  Jr.  [Historical  Collections  relating  to  the  War  of 
the  Revolution:  compiled  by  R.  R.  Hinman,  1842,  p.  54:7.] 

A  warrant  was  served  upon  Brown  to  appear  and  answer  to 
the  cliarges  ;  but  no  decisive  action  appears  to  have  been  had. 
Afterwards,  however,  at  the  May  sessi<ui  of  the  Legi>hiture, 
on  intVtrniation  that  Capt,  Brown  (of  the  12 tlx  company  of  the 
10th  regiment,  then  commanded  by  Coh  James  AVordsworth) 
had  refused  to  obey  certain  orders  given  him  hy  Jonathan 
Bah.lwin,  lieut.  colonel  of  the  regiment,  to  detach  men  for  the 
service,  said  Brown  was  ordered  to  be  arrested  and  brought 
before  the  Assembly  to  ansvrer,  etc.  Col.  Baldwin  and  others 
were  summoned  as  witnesses.  After  a  full  hearing,  the  delin- 
quent otHcer  was  cashiered,  made  incapable  of  holding  milita- 
ry otlice,  and  his  company  disbanded.  Soon  after,  or  March 
23,  1777  {()•,  Brown  left  Waterbnry,  joined  the  royal  army  in 
Xew  York,  received  a  captain's  commission  and  before  long 
(Aug.  27,  1777)  died  among  his  new  friends.  His  real  estate 
was  improved,  and  his  personal  estate  forfeited  and  sold,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  commonwealth.  After  his  death,  the  real 
estate  was  restored  t'>  the  widow. 

In  December,  1775,  the  General  Assembly  of  Connecticut 
enacted  laws  to  ]:>uni.-h  persons  inimical  to  the  rights  and  lib- 
erties of  the  CoiOnv  <u*  the  united  colonies.  To  supply  tlie  en- 
emy (''the  ministui-ial  army  •>r  navy'')  with  provisions,  or 
military  or  naval  stores;  to  give  them  inf  )rmation  ;  to  enlist 
into  their  service  or  to  persuade  others  to  do  so;  to  pilot  or 
assist  their  naval  vessels,  or  to  take  up  arms  against  the  Colo- 
ny or  the  united  colonies,  was  punished,  on  conviction  before 
the  Superior  Court,  by  a  forfeiture  of  estate  for  the  use  of  the 
Colony,  and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  three  years.  If  a 
persnn  spoke  or  wrote  against,  libeled  or  defamed,  the  resolves 
of  Congress  or  the  acts  of  the  Assembly,  he  was  to  be  disarm- 
ed and  disiualitied  f  u*  otHce,  an<l  be  imprisoned,  disfranchised 
or  fined,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court,  he  to  give  surety  for 
good  behavior.    If  any  man  sought  the  protection  of  the  ene- 
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my's  afiiiy  or  navy,  or  aided  in  the  execution  of  the  ndnisterial 
measures  against  tlie  colonies,  his  estate  was  to  be  attached  and 
improved  for  the  benefit  of  the  Colony.  The  selectmen  and  com- 
mittee of  inspection  were  authorized  to  cause  any  person,  com- 
plained of  as  inimical  to  the  liberties  of  the  people  to  be  brouglit 
before  them  and  disarmed,  if  he  could  not  disprove  the  charge. 
At  the  next  session,  in  May,  tb.e  old  colonial  law  against  high 
treason  vras  repealed,  "every  part  and  paragraph  thereof." 

After  the  declaration  of  Inde})endence,  the  first  act  tliatwa.^ 
passed  by  the  Legislainre  was  one  against  high  trea.-oii.  in  which 
the  "State  and  tlie  "  Uiuted  States  of  America took  the  place 
of  "our  Sovreign  Lord  and  King.''  Death  was  tlie  penalty  of 
levying  vrar  against  tlie  government,  betraying  it,  furnishing 
its  enemies  with  arms  or  intelligence,  ccc,  vS:c.  To  attempt  to 
join  the  enemies  of  the  State  or  United  States;  to  try  to  per- 
suade any  person  to  aid,  assist,  or  omfort  them,  or  to  have 
knowledge  of  persons  doing  tlie  same  and  concealing  it,  was 
pun.i-hed  by  line,  and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  ten  years. 

In  February,  ITSl.  still  more  stringent  laws,  aimed  at  what 
is  called  "freedom  of  speech  and  the  press,*'  Avere passed.  One 
enacted  that  if  any  person,  being  citizen,  "should  by  writing 
profess  or  declare  that  the  king  of  Great  Britain  hatli  or  of  right 
ought  to  have,  any  authority  or  dominion  in  or  over  this  State, 
or  the  inhabitants  thereof,  or  that  he  or  they  owe  allegiance  to 
the  said  king  within  the  same,"  c\:c.,  lie  shall  be  "put  to  death." 
Another  law  enacted  that  if  any  citizen  slnxll  "  by  vrords  profess 
or  declare  that  the  king  of  Great  Britain  hath  or  of  riglit 
ouglit  to  liave  any  authority  or  dominion  in  and  over  this 
State,"  A'c,  (the  same  v/ords  ai'e  used  as  in  tlie  other  law,)  he 
"  shall  sutit'r  imprisomnent  in  Xewgate  during  tlie  present  war." 

Be  it  said,  to  the  credit  of  Connecticut,  t!iat  its  laws  di- 
rected against  tlie  enemies  of  the  Be  volution  were  less  sevei'C 
than  in  most  of  the  o^her  States. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  ITTf"),  after  the  defeat  of  the  Amer- 
ican forces  on  Long  Island,  wlien  the  British  army  was  lying 
in  and  about  Xew  York,  tlie  patriot  cause  looking  desperate 
tujiHigh,  about  eighty  persons,  Eoyali.-.ts,  left  Waterbury  with 
the  intention  of  joining  the  enemy.  Some  were  taken  on  the 
way  by  the  Americans,  but  most  of  them  reached  their  desti- 
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nation.  They  did  not,  however,  meet  with  the  reception  they 
expected.  Instead  of  heing  welcomed  and  petted,  tliev  were 
treated  with  snpiercilioiisness  and  neglect.  The  discipline  of 
the  army  they  found  almost  intolerable,  and  a  thorongli  disgust 
for  their  new  friends  soon  took  the  place  of  former  admiration. 
Many,  taking  advantage  of  the  proclamations  by  Congress  of 
pardon  to  such  as  should  retnrn  to  duty,  deserted  the  royal  stan- 
dard, came  home  and  took  the  oatli  of  allegiance  to  the  State. 
A  part  of  these  entered  the  American  service.  Xnmbers  died  or 
were  killed  while  still  with  the  British  army.  A  few  served  in 
it  till  the  close  of  the  war.  Of  the  latter  number,  a  part,  after 
peace  was  declared,  settled  in  Xova  Scotia.  Others  found  a  home 
in  the  southern  states,  while  two  or  three  returned  to  Waterbuiy\ 
The  following  list  embraces  the  names  of  persons  who  left 
AYaterbury  during  the  Eevolutionary  war,  with  the  intention 
of  joining  the  enemy.    The  list  is  not  complete  : 

John  Baxter;  returned  toWaterbury. 
Daniel  Benham. 

Asa  Blakeslee ;  left  ^yaterbury  Dee.  4,  1776.  Ilis  father,  David,  ^  ho  encour- 
aged him  to  go,  was  a?<es.>ed  for  the  support  of  a  soldier  in  the  American  army, 
but  died  before  the  tax  was  collected. 

John  Blakeslee  ;  died  on  Long  Island  while  with  the  British. 

Zealous  Blakeslee. 

Bela  Bronson  ;  left  Waf  rbury  Dec.  10,  1776.  His  personal  estate  was  confis- 
cated.   He  died  on  Long  Island  with  the  British. 

David  Brown,  son  of  Daniel;  died  with  the  British  in  New  York. 
Capt.  Hezekiah  Brown.    (See  p.  Sol.) 
Levi  Brown;  died  with  the  British. 

Zera  Brown,  son  of  Capt.  Hezekiali.  He  went  away  with  his  fatlier  (and 
through  his  intluence)  in  1776,  and  joined  tlie  enemy  on  Long  Island.  The  father 
died,  and  the  son,  convinced  of  liis  error,"  returned  to  Watcrbury  and  gave 
himself  up  to  the  civil  authority.  He  was  fined  by  tiie  Superior  Court  £vO,  and  or- 
dered not  to  leave  the  town.  In  1783,  he  presented  a  petition  for  a  discharge — that 
he  might  labor  for  tlie  support  of  his  mother  in  ^yatertown,  which  was  not  granted. 

Noah  Candee,  or  Cambe  ;  estate  confiscated. 

Samuel  Dooiittle.    His  estate  was  confiscated. 

James  Dooiittle;  estate  improved  for  the  benefit  of  the  State. 

John  Dowd  ;  joined  the  enemy  at  the  age  of  1,5  years;  was  ordered  to  go  south 
and  was  there  taken  jtrisoner.  He  was  confined  in  goal  l.j  months  in  Pennsylva- 
nia. His  father,  Jacob,  brouglit  a  petition  to  the  Assembly,  saying  that  his  son 
was  seduced  away,  and  was  now  willing  to  serve  his  country.  He  desired  that  he 
(the  son)  might  have  liberty  to  return  home.  The  request  was  granted,  bonds  to 
be  given  for  good  behavior. 

Samuel  Dowd. 
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Moses  Dunbar.  lie  went  to  the  enemy  and  returned  with  a  captain's  commis- 
sion, to  Xorthbury.  Against  the  entreaties  of  his  father,  l^rothers,  wife  and  child- 
ren, he  attempted  to  enlist  a  company  of  soldiers,  for  the  enemy's  service, 
and  was  taken  with  King  George's  commission  in  his  pocket.  He  was  couvieted 
and  hung  in  Hartford,  March  19,  1777.  The  gallows,  in  a  public  place,  was  kept 
standing  for  a  long  time  as  a  warning  to  others. 

Elihu  Grilley, .    sons  of  Jehula  ; 

Daniel  Grilley,  )  both  died  with  the  British. 

Dan  Finch ;  returned  before  the  close  of  the  war. 

William  Finch. 

Capt.  Abraham  Hickox.  He  left  Jan.  in,  1776,  entered  the  British  army;  was 
ordered  south  in  1779,  and  was  finally  killed  in  battle.  He  had  been  a  deputy 
sheriff  in  Waterbury,  and  his  property  was  improved  for  the  benefit  of  the  State. 

Darius  Hickox  ;  returned  and  married  in  Waterbury. 

Joel  Hickox.  He  went  to  Long  Island  with  his  father,  in  1776,  and  on  his  sep- 
aration from  him,  "  made  a  cruise  in  the  boating  service,"  was  taken  prisoner  and 
confined  in  Xewgate  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Court,  for  not  pleading  to  the 
indictment,  he  claiming  the  right  of  exchange  as  a  British  subject.  When  tlie 
prison  was  broken  open,  he  escaped  to  Long  Island,  whence  he  returned  in  ten 
days,  having  released  an  American  prisoner.  He  then  brought  a  petition  (from 
which  the  above  facts  are  gathered)  to  the  General  Court,  in  which  he  eonfessed 
his  error,  and  asked  to  be  released.  He  was  required  to  give  a  bond  of  £15<)  for 
good  behavior  and  appearance  at  Court,  he  to  remain  in  Waterbury. 

Reuben  Hickox  ;  returned  and  then  removed  to  Xova  Scotia. 

Wilham  Hickox. 

Daniel  Killum ;  died  with  the  British. 
W^illiam  Maningirrous  ;  estate  confiscated. 

David  Manvil.  He  with  others,  Jesse  Tuttle  and  Epha  Warner,  joined  the  en- 
emy on  Long  Island,  served  them  till  Nov.  1777.  and  then  escaped.  They  were 
examined  by  Gen.  Parsons,  and  received  from  him  a  pass  to  return  home.  They 
were  then  committed  to  goal,  but  were  afterwards  suffered  to  go  at  large.  One 
of  them  enlisted  into  the  American  service.  They  brought  a  petition  to  the  As- 
sembly, in  which  they  asked  pardon  and  prayed  that  their  furniture  might  bo  re- 
stored to  them.  The  request  was  granted,  and  the  officers  who  held  the  goods  in 
custody  were  authorized  to  return  them,  notwithstanding  their  seizure  and  con- 
demnation, the  petitioners  paying  the  costs  that  had  arisen. 

Mead  Merrell. 

Richard  Miles ;  estate  improved  for  the  benefit  of  the  State.  He  deserted  from 
the  British  service. 

Heman  Monson  ;  deserted  from  the  British  service.  A  prosecution  against  him 
was  dismissed  March,  1778. 

Daniel  Nichols ;  died  with  the  British. 

Isaac  Nichols ;  died  with  the  British,  in  1776. 

William  Nichols  ;  estate  confiscated.  He  went  to  Nova  Scotia  after  the  war, 
and  there  died. 

Asahel  Parker  ;  returned  to  Waterbury. 

Elisha  Parker ;  died  witti  the  British  of  small  pox. 

John  Parker;  died  with  the  British. 
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John  Porter. 

Timothy  Porter;  returned  and  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  State. 

Elihu  Priehard  ;  died  with  the  British. 

Eliphalet  Priehard  of  Xorthlmry ;  returned  after  the  war. 

Thomas  Priehard;  died  with  the  British. 

EU  Rowley  ;  deserted  from  the  British. 

Elijah  Scott. 

Noah  Scott. 

Timothy  Scovill;  returned,  and  enlisted  into  the  American  army. 

Isaac  Shelton  ;  returned. 

William  Seeley ;  returned. 

Jesse  Tuttle  ;  see  David  Manvil. 

Aaron  Warner  ;  returned. 

David  Warner,  son  of  Aaron  ;  returned. 

Epha  Warner;  see  David  Manvil.    lie  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  in  Dec.  1777. 
Justus  Warner,  i  brothers  ;  were  taken  on  the  way  and  brough  back.  Justus 
Mark  Warner,  j  died  in  Liverpool,  April  IG,  lS5o,  aged  100  years  and  20  days. 
Seth  Warner  ;  deserted  from  the  British. 
Eben  Way ;  returned. 

Titus  Way  ;  left  Dec.  4,  177 13.    After  the  war  he  went  to  Xova  Scotia. 
Amasa  Welton  ;  remained  with  the  British  but  a  short  time  ;  returned  and  took 
the  oath  of  fidelity. 

Arad  Welton  ;  went  to  the  south  and  there  married. 

Ezekiel  Welton ;  estate  confiscated  ;  returned  after  the  war  and  removed  to 
Xova  Scotia. 
Noah  Welton. 

Stephen  Welton ;  returned  and  was  one  of  the  first  to  take  the  oath  of  fidelity. 
Benoni  Welton,  )  sons  of  Eliakim,  one  died  in  New  York,  and  the  other  while 
Moses  Welton,    )  serving  in  Burgoyue's  army. 
Daniel  Wooster. 

Oliver  Welton.  lie  was  convicted  of  trying  to  enlist  Joel  Roberts  into  the  ene- 
my's service.  After  the  war,  as  his  conviction  rested  on  Roberts'  testimony 
alone,  he  petitioned  the  Assembly  to  discharge  him  from  the  execution.  The 
prayer  was  granted,  but  afterwards  the  vote  was  reconsidered  and  negatived.  The 
next  year,  (17 So,)  on  petition,  he  had  liberty  to  pay  in  state  securities. 

[In  the  early  part  of  1780,  (March  1-lth,)  the  house  of  Capt.  Ebenezer  Dayton, 
of  New  Haven,  in  the  present  town  of  Bethany,  was  broken  into  and  '-obbed  in 
the  niglit,  by  a  party  of  seven  Royalists,  heailed  by  one  Graham  ("John  Luke, 
otherwise  called  Alexander  Graham")  of  Long  Island.  Several  of  the  party 
belonged  to  Waterbury,  and  the  affair  made  quite  a  stir.  Dayton  was  a  ^Vhig, 
had  lived  on  Long  Island,  and  was  charired  (without  foundation,  it  is  alleged)  with 
having  been  concerned  in  a  robbery  there.  He  was  known  to  have  money  (which 
appeared  to  have  been  the  main  object  of  the  burglars}  and  was  absent  in  Boston  at 
the  time.  Nobody  was  in  the  house  except  Mrs.  Dayton  and  several  children.  Her 
hands  were  tied  and  her  life  threatened,  if  she  made  the  least  noise.  £idt) 
in  gold  and  silver  were  carried  olf  and  much  property  destroyed,  the  whole  loss 
being  nearly  £.5,000.  After  leaving  the  hou.-e,  the  robbers  came  north  and  were 
secreted  for  several  days,  in  the  houses  of  David  and  Thomas  Wooster  in  Guun- 
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town.  After'n-ards  they  lay  bid  in  a  barn  of  E?q.  John  Woo-ter,  (brother  of  Da- 
vid and  Thomas,)  in  Oxford.  They  finally  fled,  and  took  a  boat  at  Stratford  for 
Long  Island.  The  people  of  "Waterbury  and  of  other  towns  rallied  and  gave  chase. 
The  fugitives,  all  but  one,  were  taken  (says  the  Connecticut  Journal  of  the  time)  on 
the  Island,  when  they  had  nearly  reached  the  British  lines.  They  were  brouLrht 
back,  examined  before  Esq.  Hopkins,  tried,  condemned  and  sent  to  Newgate. 
Several  of  them — Jesse  Cady,  Xoah  Cande,  David  Wooster,  Jr.,  and  Samuel  Doo- 
little  (probably)  were  of  Waterbury.  Henry  Wooster,  Jr.,  one  of  the  party, 
was  of  Derby.  Doolittle,  IS  years  of  age,  was  sentenced  for  your  years,  and  was 
to  pay  a  fine  of  £5'>  and  costs.  lie  petitioned  for  a  commutation  of  punishment, 
on  the  ground  that  he  was  young,  and  Avas  "seduced  "  by  Graham.  His  prayer 
was  not  granted.  David  Wooster,  Sen.,  was  fined  £500,  the  amount  of  his  entue 
property.  The  prisoners,  with  others,  finally  (May,  17 81)  broke  goal  and  escaped. 
A  prison  sentry  was  killed.  David  Wooster,  Jr.,  (who  held  a  musket  to  Mrs. 
Dayton's  head,  threatening  her  life,)  was  taken  and  confined  in  Hartford  goal.  He 
brought  a  petition  for  a  release,  in  which  he  asked  pardon,  pleaded  his  youth, 
(being  at  the  time  of  the  robbery  but  17  years  of  age,)  claimed  that  he  was  se- 
duced by  Graham,  and  ofiered  to  enlist  into  the  army.  He  was  released  on  £l5it 
bond,  and  permitted  to  live  in  some  town  on  the  east  side  of  Connecticut  Kiver. 
Afterwards,  he  was  released  from  his  bond,  and  allowed  to  re.-ide  west  of  the 
river,  (with  a  permit  from  Gen.  Spencer,)  when  ho  returned  home.  He  died  a 
few  years  ago.] 

The  main  east  and  west  road  throngli  the  town  of  Water- 
biiiy,  communicating  with  Ilarttbrd  and  jMiddletown  east- 
ward, and  with  Fishkill  and  the  Hudson  river,  by  way  of 
Breakneck  Ilill  in  Middlebury,  westward,  was  much  use<l  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  (as  it  had  been  in  previous  wars,)  for 
the  passage  of  troops  and  the  transportation  of  stores."^  It  was 
the  most  southern  of  the  traveled  roads,  at  a  safe  distance 
from  the  sea,  (the  sea  was  in  possession  of  the  enemy,)  which 
connected  Xew  England  ^ritli  the  west  and  south.  Teams  for 
carrying  goods  and  supplies  ran  frequently  and  regularly  to 
and  from  Fishkill.  In  the  tall  of  1777,  after  the  capture  of 
Burgoyne,  a  detachment  of  the  American  army  with  tlie 

*  In  Jul}-,  17S0,  the  town  directed  the  selectmen  to  petition  the  General  Assembly  ''to  make 
provision  for  cost  arising  by  soldiers  when  sick  on  the  road  to  and  from  the  army,  belonging  to 
lhi3  State." 

Small  pox  prevailed  extensively  in  the  American  army  and  was  communicated  to  the  Wa- 
terbury people.  On  account  of  several  deaths  from  the  disease,  a  town  meeting  was  called  in 
March,  1773,  to  consider  the  expediency  of  inoculation.  Liberty  to  inoculate,  under  certain 
restrictions,  was  granted  in  September.  A  like  liberty  was  given  in  Feb,  1752.  to  all  the  males 
of  the  town  over  ten  years  of  age,  and  to  all  people  living  on  the  continental  (or  main  er^st  and 
west)  road,  till  the  2ath  of  March  then  ensuing.  Afterwards,  April,  1754,  permission  was  p-iven 
to  iJr.  Abel  Bronson  to  erect  a  building  and  practice  inoculation  for  small  pox,  lie  availed 
himself  of  the  privilege,  and  established  a  pest  house  in  Sliddleburyj  which  became  somewhat 
famous. 
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enemy's  splendid  train  of  artillery  passed  over  this  road  to  the 
eastward.  They  pitched  their  tents  and  encamped  for  a  night 
in  Manhan  Meadow,  just  abov^e  the  bridge.  Many  people 
visited  the  ground  to  see  the  beautiful  brass  field  pieces,  all 
ranged  in  a  line. 

Gen.  La  Fayette,  once  during  the  war,  perhaps  more  than 
once,  passed  through  Waterbury.  He,  at  one  time,  attended 
only  by  his  aids,  lodged  at  the  house  of  Capt.  Isaac  Bronson, 
at  Breakneck,  who  then  kept  tavern.  Tlie  host  intrnduced 
him  to  his  best  chamber,  in  which  was  his  best  bed.  But  La 
Fayette  caused  the  feather  bed  to  be  removed,  saying  straw 
for  the  soldier and  made  the  straw  underbed  his  couch  fur 
the  night.  He  also,  on  one  occasion,  stopped  at  the  litjuse  of 
Esq.  (Joseph)  Hopkins,  then  the  most  prominent  civilian  in 
the  place.  He  is  described  as  a  slender,  handsome  youth,  who 
sat  a  horse  beautifully,  and  altogether  made  a  fine  appearance. 
I  am  unable  to  say  whether  or  not  his  visits  at  Isaac  Bronson's 
and  Esq.  Hopkins'  occurred  in  the  same  journey.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  ITTS,  La  Fayette  was  detached  by  "Washington  from 
the  continental  army  near  Xew  York  to  go  to  Rhode  Island 
to  assist  to  expel  the  Briti.-h  from  Newport.  The  enterprise 
failed,  and  in  the  fall.  La  Fayette  returned  to  the  Hudson  river, 
met  Washington  at  Fishkill,  and  soon  sailed  for  Europe.  In 
these  journeys  to  and  from  Bhode  Island,  it  would  have  been 
most  natural  for  him  to  pass  by  way  of  Fishkill,  Waterbury, 
Middletown,  6zc. 

Gen.  Washington  passed  through  Waterbury,  certainly  once, 
on  his  way  to  Hartford.  He  had  with  him  Gen.  Knox  and  a 
somewhat  numerous  escort.  He  rode  a  chestnut  colored  horse, 
came  across  Breakneck,  and  returned  the  salutations  of  the 
boys  by  the  road  side.  His  dignity  of  manner,  set  ofi"  by  his 
renown,  made  a  durable  impression  on  all  who  beheld  him. 
He  dined  with  Esq.  Hopkins,  whose  house  stood  on  the  site  of 
S.  M.  Buckingham's  dwelling.  An  anecdote  is  told  of  him 
which  may  be  true,  though  it  conflicts  somewhat  with  the  well 
known  l)enevolence  of  his  character.  Mr.  Hopkins  made 
many  inquiries,  and  at  last  l)ecame  decidedly  inquisitive. 
After  reflecting  a  little  on  his  last  question,  W^ashington  said — 
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''jMr.  Hopkins,  can  you  keep  a  secret?" — '*I  can.^' — "So  can 
I,"  the  General  instantly  rej^lied. 

Tliis  yisit  of  ^Vashin^-ton  to  Waterbury  must  baye  occurred 
while  on  one  of  his  journeys  to  Hartford  to  consult  witli 
Count  Rochambeau  and  the  French  officers  concerning 
the  conduct  of  the  war.  These  consultations  occurred,  the 
first,  late  in  September,  17S0,  and  the  other,  late  in  May, 
17S1.  It  is  supposed  to  haye  been  in  September,  17S0,  that 
"the  father  of  his  country"  was  in  Waterburj;  but  it  may  haye 
been  in  May,  'SI.  Possibly  he  was  here  at  both  times  ;  for  it 
is  alledged  that  he  passed  through  Waterbury  at  least  twice. 
Perhaps  he  took  our  town  on  his  way  to  and  from  Xewport  in 
March,  1781.  On  the  sixteenth  of  that  month  lie  was  in 
Hartford,  on  his  return  to  the  army.  In  the  summer  of  1778, 
Washington  lay  on  the  Hudson  Hiver,  while  Sullivan  \yas  in 
Phode  Island,  as  already  suggested.  Waterbury  was  in  the 
line  of  communication. 

I  haye  thus  indicated  the  different  times  when  Washiugton 
may  haye  found  it  conyenient  to  pass  through  Waterbury, 
without  intending,  positiyely,  to  affirm  that  he  yisited  the 
town  more  than  once. 

In  the  latter  part  of  June,  1781,  the  French  army  under 
Count  Pochambeau,  in  their  march  from  Xewport  westward 
and  south  to  join  Washington  in  his  operations  against  Cornwal- 
lis  in  Virginia,  passed  tlirough  Waterbury.  They  are  said  to 
haye  marched  in  four  diyisions,  and  to  haye  encamped,  for  a 
night,  just  oyer  tlie  mountain  in  Southington,  at  a  place  since 
called  French  Hill.  After  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis,  or  in 
October,  17S2,  they  returned  by  the  same  route,  in  two  divis- 
ions, (probably,)  in  order  to  embark  for  the  West  Indies.  An 
old  inhabitant  says  they  marched  two  and  two,  and  when  the 
head  of  the  column  had  disappeared  beyond  the  hill  at  Capt. 
George  Xichols',  the  other  extremity  had  not  come  in  sight  on 
West  Side  Hill.  The  Middlebury  people  say  that,  at  both 
times,  they  encamped  on  Breakneck  Hill,  making  Isaac 
Bronson's  liouse  head  cpiarters.  On  one  of  these  occasions, 
probably  the  last,  they  stayed  oyer  one  day  to  wash,  bake,  Szc. 
All  the  wells  in  the  neighljorhood  were  drawn  dry,  and  tlie 
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people,  fiir  and  near,  were  employed,  with  tlieir  teams,  to  cart 
water  from  Hop  Brook. 

[The  folio sving  item?  relating  to  the  Revolutionary  period  may  as  well  perhaps 
be  introduced  here.] 

April,  ITTT.  Au  order  on  Isaac  Doolittle,  for  625  lbs.  of  powder,  was  given  to 
the  selectmen  of  Waterbury  by  the  council  of  safety. — [Ilinman's  Rev.  War? 
p.  436.] 

Of  the  militia  which  tlie  General  Assembly,  in  May,  1779,  ordered  to  be 
raised  immediately,  Waterbury  was  to  furnish  ten. 

At  the  October  session  of  the  same  year,  the  Assembly  resolved  to  raise  wheat 
and  rye  or  meslin  for  the  army,  and  assigned  to  "NVaterbury,  as  its  proportion, 
360  bushels  of  wheat  and  200  bushels  of  rye  or  meslin. 

In  17S0,  Abner  Johnson,  apothecary,  asked  of  the  Legislature  liljerty  to  trans- 
port to  Boston  one  ton  of  wheat  flour  and  three  barrels  of  pork,  which  he  wished 
to  exchange  for  medicine  that  could  not  be  otherwise  obtained.  The  re<juest  was 
not  granted.    [In  order  to  increase  the  supply  at  home,  the  carrying  of  provis- 


ions out  of  the  State  was  forbidden  by  law.] 

State  of  Con.necticct  to  Watertown  Select  Men,  Dr. 
To  sundry  provisions,  etc.,  furnished  the  men  under  the  command  of  Lieut. - 
Col.  Richards  ordered  for  the  relief  of  West  Point,  viz  : 

£  s.  d. 

To  707  lbs.  wheat  flour,  @  3d.  .  ,   8  16  9 

To  51-1:  lbs.  salt  pork,  @  Is  „  25  14  0 

To  1  pork  barrel  ,  ,   7  0 

To  2  large  flour  barrels   lo  i) 

35    7  9 

To  commission,  (7^  5  p.  c  , . , ,    1  15  4 

To  2  men  and  horses  to  bring  tents,  »te.,  from  Waterbury   4  0 


To  2  teams,  4  cattle  each,  to  transport  the  above  provisions,  tents, 

&c.,  to  Ridgefleld,  Ijeing  torty  miles  (u.  2s.  6d.  per  mile  each       10    4  0 

Lawful  m.oney  £47    7  0 
— [Revolutionary  Papers,  Vol.  XVIL] 

The  names  of  forty-six  soldiers  who  liad  bt-en  in  the  army  previous  to  Jan.  1, 
1780,  are  given,  [Revolutionary  Papers,  Vol.  XXX,]  whose  families  received  suj^plies 
from  the  town. 

The  names  of  twenty-one  persons  are  mentioned  whose  families  received  supplies 
iu  1780.  Eleven  of  them  were  of  Watertown,  (which  included  Xorthbury  till  1795.) 

In  May,  1781,  Watertown  was  called  on  for  twelve  men  for  Horse  Xeck. 

In  the  same  year,  the  names  of  ten  soldiers  are  given  whose  families  received 
supplies  from  the  town,  five  of  whom  were  of  Watertown. 

Feb.  21,  1781.    "Whereas  the  officers  and  soldiers  employed  in  the  defense  of 


*  Manuscript  letter  from  Dea.  Leonard  Bronson. 

Cothren  seems  to  have  fallen  into  error  in  supposing  that  La  Fayette  commanded  the  French 
army. 
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this  and  the  United  States  have  sufifered  mucli  by  -^-ant  of  the  article  of  sauce,  so 
necessary  for  their  health  and  comfort,  which  incouveuicnee  cannot  be  remedied 
except  by  the  exertions  of  the  people  : 

Therefore  resolved  [by  the  Assembly]  Tliat  it  be  recommended  to  the  inliabit- 
aats  of  the  several  towns  in  this  State,  that  they  remember  their  brethren  in  the 
field,  and  endeavor  the  next  season  to  raise  a  quantity  of  peas  and  beans,  suffi- 
cient to  supply  the  officers  and  soldiers  in  public  service  belonging  to  this  State, 
for  which  they  shall  receive  a  generous  reward. 

And  the  several  printers  in  this  State  are  requested  to  publish  this  resolve. — 
[Connecticut  Courant,  March  27,  1781.] 

Jan.  1782,  Waterbury  was  ordered  to  provide  four  footmen  and  one  horseman 
for  the  continental  army,  and  Watertown  five  footmen  and  one  horseman. 

1782.  The  following  persons  were  returned  as  deserters  Ijy  Col.  Elisha  Shel- 
don, viz  :  Eichard  Lawrence  of  Waterbury  and  Jared  Humaston  and  James  Ful- 
ford  of  Watertown. 

April  12,  17S-i,  the  town  appointed  Aaron  Benedict,  Mr.  Prichard  and  Samuel 
Bronson  a  committee  '*to  examine  three  five  pound  notes  given  by  Ozias  Cyrus 
and  Zibe  Norton  to  the  treasurer  for  a  fine  for  not  performing  a  tower  of  duty 
when  draughted,  and  to  settle  with  them  and  the  treasurer." 

At  the  same  meeting,  the  town  directed  "  the  selectmen  to  dispose  of  the 
pots,  tents,  camp  equipage,  &c.,  belonging  to  the  town." 

Sept.  25,  1783,  the  town  chose  ^^lessrs.  Aaron  Benedict,  Andrew  Culver,  Capt. 
Samuel  Upson  and  Capt.  John  "Welton  delegates  to  a  convention  to  be  held  at 
Midilletown  tiie  3r»th  of  September,  then  instant,  "to  oljtain  a  redress  of  grievan- 
ces on  account  of  the  commutation  of  five  years  half  pay  granted  to  the  officers  of 
the  continental  army  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life." 


CHAPTER  XXIL 

AFTER  THE  WAR :  MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS. 

The  surrender  of  Cormvallis  at  Yorktown,  in  Oct.  ITSI, 
virtiiallv  closed  the  war ;  but  peace  was  not  finally  proclaimed 
till  April,  17S3.  The  country  came  out  of  the  contiict  thor- 
oughly exhausted.  Waterbury  was  poorer  than  ever.  During 
the  struggle,  Wcstbury  and  Xorthhury,  its  richest  portions, 
liad  been  made  into  a  new  town.  Tlie  poverty  of  her  agricul- 
ture promised  a  slow  and  uncertain  recovery.   Old  people  telh 
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or  used  to  tell,  a  sad  tale  of  those  days.  In  ITTl,  die  population 
of  the  whole  town  was  3,520  and  its  grand  list  £31>,S2G,  ISs. 
In  1779,  the  grand  lists  of  the  different  societies  stood,  accord- 
ing to  my  notes  taken  from  the  State  papers  in  Ilariford,  as 
follows,  viz:  ^Vaterbury,  £12,181,  17s.,  6d.  ;  Westbury, 
£13,427,  10s.  9d.  ;  Xorthbury,  £10,070,  15s.  lOd,  ;  Farming- 
bmy,  £2,SG2,  12s.  Gd. ;  Salem,  £5,G57,  12s.  3d.  Total, 
£44,200,  Ss.  lOd. 

This  last  sum,  in  consequence,  perhaps,  of  abatements  not 
beino^  deducted  and  the  whole  of  Farmino-burv  beino:  included, 
exceeds  very  considerably  the  amount  regularly  returned  for 
tlie  entire  town  in  that  year,  which  is  £38,504,  ISs.  O-^^d. 

In  1790,  the  population  of  Waterbury  was  2,937  and  of 
Watertown  3,170,  in  the  whole  6,107;  an  increase  of  73  per 
cent,  since  1774,  the  greatest  part  of  it  probably  in  Water- 
town.  Tlie  grand  list  of  Waterbury,  in  this  year,  stood  as  fol- 
lows, viz  :  first  society, '  £12,093,  12s.  lOd.  ;  Farmingltury, 
£2,401,  3s.  9d. ;  Salem,  £5,302,  3s.  Gd.  Total,  £19,797,  Us. 
Id.,  about  the  same  as  in  1782,  but  £3,000  more  than  in  17SS. 

In  1800  the  population  of  "^Vaterbury  had  risen  to  3,256, 
notwithstanding  several  hundred  people  had  been  lost  when 
AYolcott  and  Oxford  were  incorporated.  'Watertown  contain- 
ed, at  this  time,  1,615  souls  rnd  Plymouth  1,791 ;  together, 
3,406.  The  three  towns  numbered  6,662,  to  which  an  impor- 
tant addition  should  be  made  of  those  set  otf  with  Wolcott  and 
Oxford.  There  must  have  been,  in  1800,  within  the  limits  of 
original  AYaterbury,  over  7,000  persons. 

There  is  to  be  found  anu»ng  the  papers  in  the  town  clerk's 
office  a  series  of  taxable  lists  of  the  first  society  of  Watorbury 
and  of  Salem  society,  commencing  in  1782,  from  which  much 
instruction  m.av  be  ijathered.  I  will  <:rive  some  extracts  from 
the  list  of  the  first  society,  (which  then  included  present  Yfa- 
terbury  and  those  parts  of  Middlebury  and  Prospect  v;hich 
belonged  to  the  old  town,)  bearing  date  Aug.  20,  1783,  the 
first  year  after  the  peace.  Uere  is  the  sunnnary  of  polls  and 
estate.  The  items  were  put  in  at  a  fixed  rate  regulated  by 
statute. 
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Polls — above  21  years, 

Xo. 

189 

at 

£18 

£3,402 

OOs. 

/■,A  1 

0<Ju. 

"      under  " 

54 

9 

486 

00 

i'\  A 

jseat  tattle — Oxen, 

237 

4 

948 

O'j 

(h) 

"           Cows  and  3  year  old 

516 

3 

1,548 

00 

00 

"          2  year  olds, 

159 

318 

0<) 

00 

"          1  year  olds, 

1  Jo 

1 

Tin 

Horses — 3  vear  olds  and  upwards, 

270 

3 

810 

C>0 

00 

"       2  vear  olds, 

u 

U 

2 

28 

00 

o<;> 

"       1  vear  olds, 

ic 

11 

1 

14 

00 

00 

Swine, 

(( 

363 

1 

363 

(>0 

o<;> 

Houses  * 

a 

135 

''Price,*' 

124 

19 

07 

Inclosed  land — plough  land,  ac 

res  " 

185*;)^ 

at 

10s., 

925 

05 

<jo 

"          upland  meadow 

and  pasture, 

8 

970 

5 

0.J5 

lowland. 

512.5 

u 

7s.  6d. 

u3 

y'J 

"  bog-meadow. 

5i-} 

£5 

16 

1  J. 

<Ju 

"           bush-pasture,  ' 

2933-i- 

2 

293 

o7 

( HJ 

Uninclosed  land — 1st  rate, 

0 

0  0  0 

("i  n 

[  [[ 

3141 

(; 

1 

1 

10  / 

A1 

y") 

6d. 

0  i 

1 0 

Clocks,  &:c. — steel  and  brass- 

wheeled  clocks. 

4 

£3 

12 

00 

00 

"         wooden  clock. 

1 

1 

1 

10 

(•0 

"  watches, 

7 

1 

10s.  10 

10 

00 

"         riding  chair, 

1 

3 

3 

00 

00 

"         silver  plate,  20  ounces  and  10  pennyweights, 

["  at  6  p.  c.  on  the  just  value  thereof,"]  8  02  00 

Money  on  interest,  £33  at  6  p.  c.  2  00  00 

Total,      £11,075  u2  Olx'o 
In  dollars,  at  S3  33^  to  the  pound,  S36,917  02. f 


*  "  Each  dwelling  house  in  good  repair  [was  assessed]  at  fifteen  shillings  for  each  fireplace 
therein,"  and  the  listers  mi;.'ht  "  abate  for  old  and  decayed  houses  one  quarter,  one  half,  or  three 
quarters  of  the  sum  aforesaid,"  &c. 

t  It  may  be  interesting  to  compare  the  above  fii^ures  with  the  following,  as  published  in  the 
Waterbury  American  : 

List  of  Polls  and  Taxable  Property  in  the  Tows  of  Waterbcrt,  ratable  bt  Lav  os 
THE  FIRST  Day  of  October,  1S5»3, 


nor  1-2  Dwelling  Houses,     .....  |L  1 92,5.54  f>0 

14,111  3-4  Acres  of  Land,   350,1.39  00 

2^  1-4  Stores,   92,900  00 

39  Mills  and  Manu.factories,   .3J,015  OO 

=35.3  Horses  and  Mules,   23,.!)12  00 

1,228  Neat  Cattle   2S,213  00 

Sheep,  Swine  and  Poultry,    .      ,   ir.l  00 

Coaches,  Carriages  and  Pleasure  Wagons,   I0,9''.i  00 

Farming  Utensils,          .      ,   f^O  (h) 

Clocks,  Watches  and  Jewelry,                                                                  .      .  lO,T.i3  00 

Piano  Fortes,  &c.,   10,251  00 

Furniture  and  Libraries,   S.SOO  00 

Bank  and  Insurance  Stock,    l5S,79i  00 
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The  polls  of  all  male  persons  between  tlie  ages  of  sixteen 
and  seventy"^  were  placed  in  the  list,  except  ministers  of  the 
Gospel,  professors  and  tutors  of  colleges,  constant  school-mas- 
ters, students  at  college,  persons  disabled  by  sickness  or  other 
infirmity,  S:c.  The  estates  of  ministers  lying  in  their  own 
society  were  exempted,  and  the  polls  of  all  tlie  members  of 
their  families.  In  the  list  from  which  the  summary  is  taken 
there  are  in  all,  294:  names,  including  10  of  females,  41  of  non- 
residents, and  53  of  residents,  whose  polls  are  not  entered. 
Add  the  53  non-taxable,  to  the  189  £1S  polls,  and  we  have  a 
total  of  242  males  above  21  years  of  age,  all  of  whom,  except 
Moses  Frost,  Eichard  Nichols,  Jr.,  Selclen  Scovill  and  Eben 
^y.  Judd,  had  taxable  estate.  The  names  of  those  who  had 
the  largest  lists,  are  : 


Timothy  Clark, 

£167, 

Ss 

Od 

Joseph  Hopkins, 

11 

8 

Wid.  Abigail  Gunn, 

148, 

•i 

6 

John  Welton, 

135, 

17 

6 

Seba  Bronson, 

131, 

7 

6 

Amos  Scott, 

124, 

/ 

0 

Jonathan  Baldwin, 

111,  16 

6 

Stephen  Bronson, 

109, 

3 

3 

Benjamin  Upson, 

106, 

8 

6 

Aaron  Benedict, 

102, 

18 

6 

Stephen  Ives,  £100,    8s.  Od. 


George  Nichols, 

98, 

9 

0 

David  Bronson, 

98, 

6 

0 

Nathaniel  Richardson, 

96, 

4 

0 

John  Thompson, 

92, 

11 

6 

Richard  Welton, 

92, 

4 

0 

Isaac  Bronson,  Jr., 

92, 

3 

0 

James  Bronson, 

91, 

6 

6 

Abraham  Hotchkiss, 

90, 

19 

0 

Phineas  Porter, 

86, 

5 

0 

Manufacturing  Stock,   .   S2,-205,.342  00 

State  and  other  Stock?,   620  00 

Railroad  and  other  Bonds,   9 ',90  00 

Amount  employed  in  Traile  and  Merchandising,   140,672  00 

Amount  employed  in  ilechanical  and  ^lanufacturing  Operations,    ....  lli,WO  00 

Investment  in  Vessels  and  Commerce,   300  00 

Money  at  Interest,   150,^8600 

on  Deposit,    10,4^30  OO 

AU  other  Taxable  Property,   2,(:50  Of) 

Additions  by  Board  of  Relief,   U!,G17  00 

Amount,  f4,*i«]4.004  CO 

Deduct  indebtedness,  Ac,  ]i-'^.0o2  00 

$4,521,042  00 

Amount  of  Assessment  at  3  per  cent.,  ]3.'<,i>31  2(3 

17T2  Polls  at  ten  dollars  each,                           ,  17,720  00 


Taxable  amount  for  1?5G,  15;3.351  2G 

792  Military  subjects  at  50  cents  each,  351  00 


*  One  of  the  great  principles  for  uhich  our  fathers  contended  in  the  war  which  liad  just 
closed,  was  that  taxation  and  representation  should  go  together;  and  yet,  they  taxed  minors, 
as  they  always  had  done. 
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Ezra  Hull, 
Thomas  Richardson, 
Eli  Bronson, 
Benjamin  Hine, 
Joseph  Beach,  Jr., 


£SG,    3s.  Od. 
80,    2  6 
86,    1  6 
85,  19  0 
85,  U  0 


James  Porter,  Jr., 
Samuel  Brouson, 
David  Clark, 
Fhineas  Castle, 


£85,    8s.  Od, 
84,  10  0 
79,  12  6 
78,    2  0 


Of  the  acres  of  land  listed,  Joseph  Hopkins  owned  the 
greatest  number,  442  standing  against  his  name.  Hoger 
Prichard  owned  219,  Seba  Bronson  240,  Stephen  Bronson  2^3, 
Jonathan  Baldwin  21 T,  Wid.  Abigail  Gunn  213,  John  AVelton 
200,  Timothy  Clark  190,  Aaron  Benedict  lOS,  xVmos  Scott  103, 
Stephen  Ives  103,  Benj.  Upson  119.  Of  inclosed  lands,  Euger 
Prichard  had  172  acres,  Seba  Bronson  150,  Wid.  Gunn  ilS, 
Joseph  Hopkins  111,  John  AVelton  122,  Jonathan  Baldwin 
111,  Stephen  Bronson  110,  Timothy  Clark  90,  Aaron  Bene- 
dict 88,  Amos  Scott  73,  Benjamin  Upson  09.  Of  the  1st  and 
2d  quality  of  inclosed  land,  Joseph  Hopkins  had  91  acres,  Seba 
Bronson  90,  John  Welton  81,  Wid.  Gunn  71,  Timothy  Clark 
72,  Poger  Prichard  GO,  Stephen  Bronson  53^,  Amos  Scott  50. 
Of  the  1st  quality  of  land,  Seba  Bronson  seems  to  have  liad 
the  greatest  number  of  acres,  and  the  most  valuable  farm.  He 
had  80  acres  of  first  quality  land,  John  Welton  10,  Er.g».r 
Prichard  31,  Benjamin  Upson  30,  Timothy  Clark  20,  Jo>tq>h 
Hopkins  25.  Of  uninclosed  land,  Joseph  Hopkins  had  l:9S 
acres,  Lemuel  Xichols  had  lOU,  Stephen  Bronson  133,  Ste- 
phen Ives  120,  Jonathan  Baldwin  103. 

Xow  let  us  look  at  the  luxuries  which  our  fathers  enjoyed. 
There  are,  in  the  list  of  which  I  have  been  speaking,  four 
steel  and  brass  clocks.  These  were  owned  by  Jonathan  B;  Jd- 
win,  Joseph  Beach,  Jr.,  ^Vid.  Abigail  Gunn  and  Joseph  H<-'p- 
kins,  (who  was  a  watch-maker.)  There  are  also  seven  wat jlics, 
(silver,)  and  these  were  the  property  (much  valued  doubtk^^s) 
of  Ezra  Bronson,  Dr.  Abel  Bronson,  Wid.  Abigail  Gunn,  Jo- 
seph Hopkins,  Stephen  Ives,  Abner  Johnson  and  Ephraim 
Warner.  The  column  for  wooden  clocks  is  blank  except  in  a 
single  instance.  Far  down,  against  the  name  of  Benjamin 
Upson,  the  space  is  tilled  by  1."  This  rare  piece  of  mech- 
anism was  originally  the  pi'operty  of  Thomas  Clark,  (2d.)  It 
was  bought  by  Mrs.  Clark  for  their  convenience  in  keeping 
tavern,  as  early  as  1772,  and  cost  about  8-0.    It  was  made  by 
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Solomon  Crittenden  of  Kent.  Abraham  Truck  of  '^ITaterbnry 
made  the  case.  It  is  thouglit  to  have  been  the  first  of  its 
kind  brought  into  "Waterbnry. 

Mr.  Chirk  died,  and  Benjamin  Upson  married  his  ^'idow, 
in  Jan.  ITSl,  and  tims  came  into  possession  of  the  wooden 
clock.  It  is  tlie  only  one  that  appeared  on  the  taxable  lists 
till  after  1790.  Its  face,  with  the  maker's  name  on  it,  is  still 
in  existence  (or  was  a  short  time  since)  in  the  safe  keeping  of 
Mrs.  Anrelia  Clark,  the  daughter  of  Tliomas  Clark. 

The  only  wheeled  vehicle  of  any  sort  in  the  list,  is  ^'  a  rid- 
ing chair,''  set  down  to  the  account  of  Ezra  Bronson.  I  sup- 
pose it  was  a  two  wheeled  carriage  without  a  top,  fur  a 
single  pei'son,  which  the  owner,  wlio  was  much  engaged  in 
public  life,  used  in  business.  It  is  affirmed  that  Parson 
Leavenworth  also  had  a  two  wheeled  carriage,  without  a 
top,  Avitli  a  double  seat,  which,  being  exempted  from  taxation, 
does  not  appear  in  the  list ;  and  that  this  was  the  first  thing  of 
the  kind  which  was  owned  in  Waterburv.  Bronson's  "  chair  " 
is  on  the  lists  of  1TS2  and  1TS3,  but  after  that  disappears.  The 
column  for  carriaijes  is  then  wholly  blank  till  after  1791  :  ex- 
cept,  in  one  instance,  (1789,)  a  "sulkey  is  entered  against  the 
names  of  the  administrators  of  George  Xichols. 

Joseph  Hopkins  owned  the  "  silver  plate  *'  which  is  men- 
tioned in  the  summary  I  have  given.  It  consisted,  probably, 
of  silver  spoons  of  his  own  manufacture.  No  other  person 
had  any  -Opiate"  till  after  1791. 

The  person  who  stood  highest  in  the  town  list,  in  the  town 
of  Waterl)ury,  in  1782,  and  for  several  years  afterwards,  so 
far  as  I  have  examined,  w^as  Jobamali  Gunn  of  Salem  society. 
In  17S2,  he  owned  418  acres  ^f  land,  and  stood  in  ^he  list 
£191,  17s.  6d.  In  1791,  he  had  563  acres  of  land,  (363  of 
which  were  inclosed,)  and  stood  in  the  list  £215,  5s. 

Of  the  212  names  of  male  persons  over  21  years  of  age 
found. in  the  list  of  1783,  82  will  be  identified  as  those  of  oriir- 
inal  families,  representing  less  than  half  the  old  names.  Sev- 
eral of  them  were  not  descendants  of  the  first  settlers.  Of  the 
82,  there  are  of  the  names  of  Barnes  2,  Bronson  25,  Clark  2, 
Gay  lord  1,  Ilickox  5,  Hopkins  2,  Judd  4,  Peck  1,  Porter  11, 
Hichards  1,  liichardson  2,  Scott  7,  Scovill  6,  Upson  1,  War- 
ner 7,  Welton  5. 
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On  the  list  of  the  voters  of  ^Yaterbuiy,  published  in  tlie 
Waterbury  American,  Oct.  2^.  1S56,  all  the  above  names, 
with  the  exception  of  Richardson,  are  found,  and  three  others 
that  were  borne  by  original  families.  I  give  the  number  of 
persons  represented  by  each  of  these  names,  as  they  are  enter- 
ed in  the  American's  list.  There  are  of  the  name  of  Andrews 
4,  Barnes  1,  Bronson  22,  Carriiigton  1,  Clark  12,  Gaylord  1, 
Hickox  1,  Hopkins  1,  Jndd  8,  Peck  T,  Porter  12,  Ptichards  1, 
Scott  10,  Scovill  5,  Stanley  2,  Upson  10.  Warner  20,  Welton 
20,  (including  in  the  last  number  five  names  printed  Welon.) 

The  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  organization  of  the  government  under  it,  in  1TS9,  put  a 
new  aspect  upon  affairs.  At  that  period,  our  existence  as  a 
nation,  and  our  greatest  good  and  prosperity  as  a  people,  began. 
The  blessings  of  that  constitution  were  felt  in  every  hamlet  of 
the  land  and  have  extended  to  the  present  time.  Xo  sooner 
was  its  influence  perceived  than  order  came  out  of  confusion. 
Discord  was  exchanged  for  harmony,  uncertainty  fc-r  confi- 
dence, poverty  for  plenty,  humiliating  and  confederated  weak- 
ness for  national  strength. 


[The  following  miscellaneous  items,  being  chiefly  extracts  from  record=,  for 
which  I  have  not  found  a  fitting  place,  in  the  preceding  pages,  I  introduce  here 
by  themselves.] 

Nov.  I  t,  lTi>2  y«  town  by  uoat  order  y'  y«  new  books  should  be  sold  in  y« 
town  to  ym  y'  will  by  ym  at  1»  G"^  in  cash  or  half  a  bushill  of  wheat  down  payd 
to  y^  town  treasurer  only  y*  bound  book  to  be  keept  for  y**  town  yous  to  be  keept 
in  y*  hands  in  [of]  y«  justis  in  being  froia  time  to  time.  [The  preceding  vote 
seems  to  refer  to  certain  law  books,  copies  of  the  statutes,  doubtless,  received 
from  the  Assembly.  The.  j,  frequent  votes  ordering  the  sale  of  the  "law- 
books."] 

Jany  wary  6  171S-19  it  was  agreed  upon  by  note  to  grant  a  rattof  five  pounds 
as  money  to  be  raised  on  the  present  list  of  estat  as  a  town  stock  [or  charitable 
fund]  for  the  nesesity  of  the  pore  or  disstrakted  parsons  to  be  dissposed  of  at  the 
discrestion  of  the  present  townsmen  according  to  law. 

— —  of  Buckshill  was  married  in  April,  ITofj,  and  his  first  child  was  born  in 
September  following.  For  his  misfortune,  he  and  his  wife  were  summoned  to 
appear  before  the  County  Court,  in  April,  1737,  to  show  cause,  kQ.  Such  cases 
were  very  common  in  the  courts  100  years  ago.  The  penalty  was  £.j  or  ten 
stripes  (for  each  offender,  I  suppose.)  Afterwards,  in  cases  in  which  married  o!fend- 
ers  pleaded  guilty  on  trial,  the  courts  were  ordered  to  exact  but  half  thi:  penalty. 
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One  poor  fellow,  John  Tiittle,  of  Xew  Haven,  confessed  12  years  after  the  otronsc. 
His  confession  is  entered  on  the  X.  H.  County  Court  Record,  Vol.  II,  p.  4. So. 

Dee.  14,  1741,  the  prayers  of  Daniel  Scott,  Ebenezer  Elwell  and  Gideon  Allen  fur 
:he  abatement  of  tlieir  fnies  for  killing  deer  were  ''negatived''  by  the  town,  ilarch, 
^755,  Samuel  Warner  was  excused  from  paying  his  note  I'or  £2,  los.,  given  for  kill- 
ing a  deer.  In  17G5,  Zera  Beebe's  note  for  £'^.  given  for  destroying  a  deer  was  or- 
dered to  be  given  up.    The  town  was  equally  lenient  to  Samuel  Williams,  in  17f>7. 

Jan.  175(3,  William  Selkrigg  of  Waterlniry  was  killed  by  falling  with  a  stick  of 
wood  which  he  was  carrying  on  his  shovdder. 

June,  1760,  ililes  Wooster  and  Samuel  Sperry  were  brought  before  a  justice's 
court  and  fined  each  3s.  for  '*  rude  and  profane  behaviour  between  meetings  in  the 
meeting  house  on  the  Lord's  day.'' 

December,  1700,  the  town  voted  to  give  a  prenjium  of  tliree  shillings  for  ''kill- 
ing or  destroving  any  grown  wihl  cat.  and  halt  so  much  ibr  their  whehis,  ;md  two 
shillings  for  a  fox  and  half  so  much  for  their  wlielps,"  the  selectman  or  men  to  cut 
off  the  right  ear  of  such  cat  or  fox  to  prevent  fraud. 

In  1761,  the  premium  on  \\ild  cats  was  rai.-ed  to  five  shillings,  and  on  their 
whelps  to  two  and  six  pence.    In  1763  and  1773,  Is.  only  was  paid  for  foxes. 

In  1765,  Isaac  Frazier  broke  into  the  sliop  of  Joseph  Hopkins  and  stole  £123 
value  of  goldsmith's  work.  He  was  sentenced  to  be  executed,  but  asked  for  per- 
petual imprisonment,  banishment  or  slavery  instead.    The  request  was  not  granted. 

Feb.  176S.  The  town  voted  to  give  the  French  family  in  this  town,  in  ol  der  to 
transport  them  into  the  northward  country,  not  exceeding  ten  pounds,  iiicludlng 
charitable  contributions,  to  be  paid  in  provisions. 

At  the  sanne  meeting,  voted  that  Obadiah  Scott  should  have  liberty  to  live  in 
this  town, 

Dec,  7,  1771,  Moses  Paul,  a  Moliegan,  while  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Clark  in  Betli- 
any,  (then  New  Haven,)  and  under  the  infiuence  of  liquor,  seized  a  fiat  -  iron 
weighing  lbs.,  (Paul  said  "a  stick  or  clubb,"';  and  while  ainnng,  it  is  alledged, 
at  Mr.  Clark,  missed  him,  and  the  blow  fell  npon  Moses  Cook  of  Waterbury,  who 
was  standing  by.  The  wound  terminated  fatally  Dec.  12.  The  Indian  was  tried  in 
February,  and  sentenced  to  be  hanged  June  17  ;  but  the  General  Assembly,  on  pe- 
tition, postponed  the  e\ecution  till  Sep.  17,  1772.  Sampson  Cecum,  at  the  request 
of  Paul,  preached  the  funeral  sermon,  which  was  pul>li.-hed. 

1783  Peter  Gilkley  was  sentenced  to  two  ye;us  impri.-onment  in  Newgate  and 
forfeiture  of  estate.  The  only  evidence  agiiinst  inm  was  tlie  tools  found  in  his 
house.  He  denied  that  he  had  counterfeited,  though  he  confessed  that  he  had  in- 
tended to  do  so.  He  said  that  his  wife  and  childien  were  destitute  ;  that  he  was 
wounded  in  the  hand,  the  use  of  which  he  had  lo-t  ;  that  he  was  sick  and  worn 
out,  and  asked  for  a  remission  of  puidshment  and  a  restoration  of  his  estate.  He 
was  discharged  from  prison. 

Isaac  Iline  was  charged  with  being  an  accomplice  of  Gilkley  and  arrested,  but 
for  want  of  evidence  was  acquitted. 

Dec.  27,  1784,  at  a  town  meeting,  a  memorial  was  received  from  Isaac  Bronson 
and  others,  asking  liberty  to  erect  a  saw  mill  ''on  the  Great  Brook  v.diere  the  old 
one  now  standeth,"  (which  would  accommodate  the  neighborhood  of  Breakneck. ) 
and  to  build  a  dam  which  would  cause  the  water  "to  flow  across  the  public  road,'" 
on  condition  that  they  maintained  a  bridge,  kc.    The  request  was  granted. 
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1T85.  John  Porter  and  Elnathan  Jennings  of  Waterbury  were  apprehended 
for  counterfeiting  coin.  They  escaped  twice  and  were  rearrested  and  imprisoned. 
They  then  broke  goal  and  fled. 

Dec.  21,  1786.  Two  of  the  five  selectmen  were  to  collect  the  town  rate  and 
provide  for  the  poor,  and  "be  allowed  a  reasonable  reward;"  but  the  other  three 
were  to  "have  no  reward  for  their  service  except  for  laying  out  liighwavs,  and  a 
dinner  on  sueli  days  as  they  are  employed  in  the  service  of  the  town.'' 

Dec.  8,  178S,  Xoah  Cande  asked  for  liberty  of  the  town  to  setup  a  blaeksmitli's 
shop  for  his  own  use,  "at  the  west  end  of  a  cider  mill  yard,  a  little  east  of  Col. 
Baldwin's  dwelling  house ,  against  the  southeast  corner  of  Co!.  Porter's  pot-ash 
lot." 

Dec.  30,  1789.  On  motion  of  John  Welton,  Esq.,  the  selectmen  were  in-^truct- 
ed  to  purchase  a  piece  of  ground,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town,  for  tlic  pur- 
pose of  a  burying  yard,  if  they  thought  proper. 

Sep.  20,  1791,  Doct.  Abel  Prouson  Capt.  Isaac  Bronson,  and  Col.  Phiiieas 
Porter  were  chosen  a  committee  to  confer  with  Woodlniry  and  the  neigh ring 
towns  on  the  subject  of  a  new  county  and  to  hear  proposals,  ice.  Another  com- 
mittee was  appointed,  April  9,  1792,  "to  treat  with  the  neighboring  towns  east- 
ward and  westward  respecting  a  new  county." 

Jan.  27,  1794.  On  petition  of  Mr.  Eli  Bronson  praying  for  a  burying  ground 
for  Middlebury  society,  the  selectmen  were  authorized  to  purchase  ground  for 
that  purpose, 

Jan.  It),  1797,  the  town  directed  the  selectmen  to  pay  the  selectmen  of  Wolcott 
£3,  lus.  (  id.,  lawful  money,  to  be  appUed  to  the  payment,  in  part,  of  their  bur}  ing 
ground. 

April  22,  ]801.  The  selectmen  were  "authorized  to  purchase  so  much  land  as 
they  shaU  judge  necessary  for  the  convenience  of  the  public  to  be  improved  as  a 
burying  ground  on  the  east  side  of  and  adjoining  to  the  present  burying  ground,  at 
the  expense  of  the  town,"  and  to  sell  so  much  land  at  the  south  end  of  the  old 
yard  as  they  judged  unsuitable  for  the  purpose  of  a  burying  ground. 

Feb.  21,  18* )3.  The  town  voted  to  prefer  a  petition  to  the  next  General  As- 
sembly praying  said  As-embly  to  quiet  the  present  possession  of  land  in  the  .-aid 
ancient  town  of  \Vatert)ury,  in  the  full  and  peaceable  enjoyment  of  the  same,  so 
far  as  their  titles  may  be  defective  in  consequence  of  the  usual  custom  of  locat- 
ing lands  within  said  town  without  a  title  to  the  common  lands  by  dee<l,  with 
which  said  surveys  or  locations  are  filled  up. 
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A^lOS  BEXEDICT, 

Son  of  the  late  Aaron  Benedict  of  Middleburv,  and  an  elder  brotl.er 
of  Aaron  Benedict  of  Waterbury,  was  born  July  6,  1*780,  IIo  was 
graduated  at  Yale  Colleg-e  in  1800;  studied  law  at  the  Law  School  in 
Litchfield  ;  married  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Stone  of  that  place,  aiid  settled 
in  Watertown,  Jefferson  County,  X.  Y.,  in  1807,  where  he  soon  became 
a  leading  member  of  the  bar.  He  was  the  second  district  attorney, 
being  first  appointed  in  1810.  and  again  in  1813  and  18i4.f  The 
district  then  comprised  the  counties  of  Jefferson,  Lewis  and  St.  Law- 
rence. In  1816,  he  returned  to  Connecticut,  visited  his  friends  in  Lit^.h- 
field,  was  taken  ill,  and  after  a  week's  coiilinement,  died  of  a  car- 
buncle on  the  back."    Lie  was  buried  in  Litchfield. 

ISAAC  BBONSON, 

The  son  of  Isaac  and  Mary  (Brocket)  Bronson,  was  born  at  Break- 
neck, now  Middlebury,  March  10,  ITGO.  Ilis  lather,  grandfather, 
great  grandfather  and  great,  great  grandfather,  (the  original  plant- 
er,) all  bore  the  name  of  Isaac,  and  all  except  the  last,  were  eldest 
sons. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  extensively  known  for  his  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  principles  of  banking,  currency  and  finance.  Ilis 
father  was  a  farmer  of  highly  respectable  character,  and  often  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Legislature.    A  small  farm  was  his  cliief  source  of  revenue, 

*  Several  of  the  biographical  notices  in.tne  following  p'lg'ea  have  been  furnished,  wiioily  or 
in  part,  by  others.  For  those  of  Isaac  Eronson,  E-uben  Holmes, Samuel  L.  Hopliins  n.nii  M^rk 
Leavenworth,  I  am  indebted  to  friends  who  have  taken  a  special  interest  in  this  work. 

t  See  Dr.  Ilough's  History  of  Je.Tersori  County. 
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and  to  support  the  expenses  of  Lis  family  required  all  bis  industry  and 
economy.  For  this  reason,  neither  of  his  sons  received  a  colleLriate 
education,  but  they  had  the  best  advantages  which  his  limited  means 
would  afford.  There  are  few  country  places  where  intellectual  culture 
was  more  higlily  prized  than  in  Middlebury.  The  peo})le  were  conside- 
rate, industrious  and  moral,  and  united  their  efforts  to  provide  means 
for  the  general  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  themselves.  The  influ- 
ence of  such  a  community  was  favorable  to  the  development  of  the 
talents  and  virtues  of  Mr.  Bronson,  and  had  a  salutary  effect  in  form- 
ing his  character.  Few  persons  of  regular  education  were  more  familiar 
with  the  history  of  the  world,  and  with  those  branches  of  information 
which  constitute  useful  and  practical  knowledge. 

While  a  youth,  Mr.  Bronson  pursued  the  study  of  medicine  with  the 
late  Dr.  Lemuel  Hopkins  of  Hartford,  and  entered  the  army  as  a  junior 
surgeon  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  on  the  14th  of  November,  1779,  in 
the  2d  regiment  of  liglit  dragoons,  commanded  by  Col.  Elisha  SL'/Mon, 
in  the  Connecticut  line,  under  the  immediate  command  of  General 
Washington.  He  continued  constantly  in  the  discharge,  not  only  of 
the  duties  of  that  office,  but  he  also  acted  as  the  senior  surgeon  until 
the  end  of  the  war.  The  senior  officer  was,  from  his  age  and  iniiriui- 
ties,  unable  to  endure  the  hardships  incident  to  the  peculiar  service  re- 
quired of  that  regiment — the  protection  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
try lying  between  the  outposts  of  the  two  contending  armies,  unprotect- 
ed by  the  civil  or  military  power  of  either,  and  exposed  to  the  perpet- 
ual incursions  of  the  enemy.  This  service  required  the  troops  to  be 
constantly  moving,  as  well  for  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants,  as  to 
guard  against  surprise,  which  a  stationary  position  of  twenty-four  hours 
would  at  all  times  have  exposed  them  to.  Xot  a  single  tent  belonged 
to" the  regiment,  nor  had  they  any  other  covering  except  the  occasional 
shelter  which  uninhabited  houses  and  barns  afforded.  These  privations 
of  course  exposed  the  troops  to  unusual  hardship.  The  wounded,  as 
well  as  the  sick,  were  frequently  left  under  the  protection  of  ilag>  of 
truce,  attended  by  the  surgeon  only  ;  the  New  York  levies  being  with- 
out any  medical  officers  even  in  name.  Mr.  Bronson,  though  a  iunic^r 
surgeon,  performed  all  the  medical  duties  for  several  campaigns  for 
all  the  troops  attached  to  Sheldon's  command. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Bronson  abandoned  the  profession  of 
medicine,  made  a  voyage  to  India,  traveled  in  Europe,  returned 
about  17S9  and  married.  About  the  year  1792,  he  settled  w^itli  his 
family  in  Philadelphia  ;  but  after  two  years  residence  in  that  city,  remov- 
ed to  New  York,  where  he  continued  the  business  of  a  banker,  which 
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had  been  commenced  some  time  before,  in  connection  \vitli  Mr.  Fowler 
of  New  York  and  Mr.  Pomeroy  of  Ilartford.  In  1T96,  he  purchased 
the  property  of  the  late  President  Dwight  on  Greenfield  Hill,  in  this 
State,  for  a  summer  residence,  to  which  place  he  retired  during  a  large 
portion  of  each  year. 

Mr.  Bronson  was  distinguished  for  his  great  intellectual  power,  a 
moral  courage  that  nothing  could  intimidate,  untiring  industry  and  the 
most  scrupulous  integrity.  Upon  any  subject  to  which  his  attention 
was  at  any  time  directed,  his  views  weie  clear  and  profound,  and  on  all 
proper  occasions,  expressed  with  great  frankness  and  freedom. 

Having  closed  his  partnership  firm,  he  engaged  in  the  banking  busi. 
ness  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.  He  possessed  the  controlling  infiuence  in  a 
bank  in  that  place,  and  managed  its  an^ciirs  for  more  than  thirty  years. 
His  bank  was  opened  on  the  21st  day  of  May,  1S07,  and  a  rule  was 
established  on  that  day  of  the  following  import. — ''Xo  paper,  oti'ered  at 
this  Bank  for  discount,  will  be  accepted  having  more  than  60  days  to 
run  to  maturity,  and  every  note  or  bill  discounted  must  be  paid  at  ma- 
turity. Xo  renewal  or  new  discount  will  be  made  in  substitution  for  or 
in  aid  of  the  payment  of  an  existing  indebtedness."  There  was  no 
set  form  of  by-laws  enacted.  This  simple,  searching  and  effective  rule 
was  the  solitary  but  inflexible  law  for  the  government  of  the  institution. 
In  the  outset,  some  of  its  debtors,  regarding  a  bank  in  the  light  of  a 
benevolent  institution,  possessing  recognized  and  special  privileges,  and 
therefore  bound  to  accommodate  the  public,  (a  heresy  alike  fatal  to  the 
country  and  the  banks,)  denounced  the  rule  as  arbitrary  and  unaccom- 
modating. It  however  was  invariably  enforced,  and  its  requirements 
obeyed.  It  induced  and  compelled  debtors  to  carry  out  the  same  con- 
servative principle  in  all  their  private  transactions.  Each  trader  con- 
ducted his  business,  not  on  borrowed  bank  credit,  but  on  liis  own  capi- 
tal, and  thus  brought  the  amount  of  his  transactions  within  his  own 
means — short  credits  and  quick  returns  were  characteristic  of  the  trans- 
actions of  the  customers  of  the  bank.  The  gains  of  the  peoj  !e,  the 
fruit  of  honest  and  pa' lent  industry  and  well  considered  economy,  were 
not  sudden  and  spasmodic,  but  sure  and  steady.  The  bank,  in  short, 
only  cashed  sales,  and  it  was  soon  proved,  after  the  bank  was  fairly  in 
operation,  that  its  ability  to  discount  had  no  sort  of  connection  witii  or 
dependence  on  the  amount  of  the  capital,  and  that  the  latter  was  of  no 
use  except  to  inspire  confidence.  A  currency  fully  equal  to  the  de- 
mands of  trade  was  sustained,  and  more  could  not  have  been  sustained, 
however  large  its  capital.  Its  circulating  notes  were  issued  only  in  ex- 
change for  business  paper,  representing  commodiLies  in  tran&itu,  and 


APPENDIX. 


373 


were,  as  has  alrea.ly  been  observed,  practically  secured  by  a  lien  ois 
those  commodities.  Once  in  every  60  days  the  %vhole  debt  due  the 
bank  was  canceled  bv  payment.  There  was  no  attempt  by  the  bank 
to  reijulate  trade  or  exchanofcs,  but  it  was  iiself  reo;ulated  bv  them.  It 
was  the  servant  of  trade,  not  its  master.  Its  circulation  vibrated 
lart^ely.  At  certain  seasons,  when  the  products  of  the  country  were 
coming  forward  to  market,  it  expanded;  at  others  it  shrunk  within  verj 
narrow  limits,  as  the  records  of  the  bank  will  show. 

The  foregoing'  is  a  brief  sketch  of  the  principles  of  banking  employ- 
ed by  Mr.  Bronson,  and  the  result  bears  ample  evidence  of  their  sound- 
ness and  safety.  The  bank  maintained  its  credit  and  solvency  tlirough 
the  war  of  1812  and  two  financial  crises,  during  which  all  the  banks 
of  the  country  suspended  specie  payment;  and  at  no  time  in  that  long 
interval,  and  during  the  severe  financial  difficulties  that  disturbed  and 
embarrassed  the  commercial  world,  did  its  notes  or  obligations  ever  fall 
below  the  specie  standard. 

Mr.  Bronson  carried  out  the  principles  which  have  been  exi^iained 
and  exerted  his  infiuence  to  secure  their  general  adoption.  Ilis  courage 
and  greatest,  energy  were  put  to  a  severe  test.  He  had  engaged  aiiainst 
him  the  wealth  and  influence  of  the  mercantile  classes,  sustained  by 
most  of  the  legal  talent  of  the  city  of  New  York,  when  he,  at  two  im- 
portant commercial  crises,  persisted  in  his  eff"orts,  and  succeeded  by 
legal  proceedini^s,  in  compelling  the  banks  of  that  city  to  contract  their 
circulation,  and  finally  to  resume  specie  payments.  Ilis  discernment  in 
whatever  related  to  political  economy  has  seldom  been  equaled.  lie 
would  foretell  the  efi'ects  of  a  given  measure  upon  the  general  system 
of  trade,  with  all  the  precision  of  past  events.  The  fulfillment  of  his 
predictions,  in  regard  to  the  result  of  many  momentous  steps  taken  by 
the  banks  or  the  government,  seemed  almost  to  indicate  the  supernatu- 
ral gift  of  prophesy.  No  political  bias,  or  regard  for  public  opinion, 
or  sinister  motive  connected  with  his  own  interests,  ever  seeme<l  to  in- 
fluence his  judgment.  In  all  his  opinions  and  actions,  he  was  swayed 
by  truth  and  rectitude.  Hamilton  and  other  distinguished  men  con- 
nected with  the  federal  government,  in  its  early  annals,  confided  in  his 
talents  and  virtues,  and  often  consulted  him,  with  jxreat  deference  for 
his  opinions,  especially  in  regard  to  financial  questions.  Ilis  wealth 
acquired  in  the  pursuit  of  his  business,  was  tlie  result  of  his  financial 
wisdom. 

Ilis  liberality  was  great  but  unostentatious,  and  whenever  he  c^-^r.fer- 
red  a  favor,  he  endeavored  to  concealit  from  the  world.  In  his  own 
family,  he  wa.s  beloved  for  all  that  could  endear  a  husband  and  father. 
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For  thirty  years  prior  to  his  death,  he  devoted  much  attention  to  the 
Christian  religion,  and  never  for  a  moment  was  shaken  in  his  clear  con- 
viction of  the  great  truths  of  the  Bible.  lie  lived  and  died  with  a  iirra 
reliance  on  its  promises.  His  great  age  cast  no  shadow  over  his  men- 
tal powers,  which  continued  in  their  full  force  and  brilliancy  to  the  close 
of  life. 

After  his  return  from  India  and  Europe,  Mr.  Bronson  married  Anna, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Olcott  of  Stratford.  By  this  marriage,  he  had 
ten  children.  1.  Oliver;  died  in  infancy.  2.  Maria;  died  in  ioiimcy. 
3.  Maria:  born  xVug.  18,  1703,  in  Xew  York  city ;  married,  Dec.  27, 
1814,  Col.  James  B.  Murray  of  Xew  York  city;  had  seven  children, 
and  died  Dec.  21, 1851.  4.  Harriet ;  born  Jan.  14,  1798,  in  Xew  York 
city,  and  died,  unmarried,  in  Xuvember,  1835,  in  Switzerland.  5.  Car- 
oline; born  Jan.  14,  1703,  in  Xew  York  city;  married  Doctor  Marinus 
Willet  of  Xew  York,  son  of  Col.  ^larinus  Willet,  and  died  of  consump- 
tion, March  1,  1853,  leaving  six  children.  Oliver;  born  Oct.  3,  1799, 
at  Greenfield,  Conn.  ;  married  Joanna  Donaldson  and  has  four  children. 
7.  Arthur  ;  born  Jan.  14,  1801,  in  XewYork  city  ;  married  Anna  Eliza, 
daugliter  of^Gen.  Tlieodorus  I3ailey  of  Xew  York,  Xov.  20,  1823; 
died  of  pneumonia,  Xov.  19,  1844,  leaving  three  children.  8.  Frederic; 
born  May  2,  1802,  in  Xew  York  city  ;  married,  March  1,  1838,  Charlotte 
Brinckerhotf  of  Xew  York,  and  has  throe  children.  0.  Mary :  born 
Aug.  2,  1806,  at  Greentield  ;  unmarried.  10.  Ann;  born  March  25, 
1810,  at  Greenfield;  died  July  19,  1840,  unmarried. 

I-aac  Bronson  died  of  a  neuralgic  affection  of  the  heart,  at  Greenfield 
Hill,  May  19,  1839.  His  \\idow  died,  at  the  same  place,  May  17,  1850, 
in  the  8Gth  year  of  her  age. 

ETHEL  BROXSOX, 

A  younger  brother  of  Dr.  Isaac  Bronson,  was  born  in  that  part  of 
\Yaterbury  which  is  now  Middlebury,  July  22<],  1765,  and  married  Dec. 
30,  1787,  Hepzibah,  daughter  of  Joseph  Hopkins,  Esq.  He  became  a 
prominent  citizen  of  his  native  town,  was  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  a 
member  of  the  Legislature  for  six  sessions. 

In  May,  1804,  he  removed  to  Jefferson  County,  .X.  Y.,  and  became 
the  agent  of  his  brother  Isaac  for  the  sale  of  lands.  He  went  with  his 
family  in  company  with  David  Tyler  and  Josiah  Tyler.  The  journey 
occupied  three  weeks,  over  roads  barely  passable  with  teams,  and  through 
uninhabited  forests.  The  party  were  obliged  to  walk  much  of  the  dis- 
tance, to  encamp  in  their  wagons,  and  to  subsist,  in  good  part,  on  wild 
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game.  They  settled  in  Rutland,  near  Watertown,  Bronson  in  tlie  center 
of  the  town. 

Ethel  Bronson  was  one  of  the  leading-  men  of  JetTerson  County.  He 
was  three  times  elected  to  the  Legislature,  and  in  1813  was  judge  of 
the  County  Court.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1825,  he  was  president 
of  the  Jetiorson  Countv  Bank.  ''He  was  not  ambitious  for  public 
ofBce;  but  in  those  qualities  that  make  a  good  ciiizen,  a  kind  neighbor 
and  a  valued  friend,  he  was  preeminent.  He  was  kind  and  liberal  al- 
most to  a  fault ;  yet  public  spirited,  and  enterprising,  and  possessing  a 
character  marked  with  integrity  and  probity,  lie  was  beloved  by  his 
friends,  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him."* 

ISAAC  II.  BROXSOX, 

Son  of  Eihel  Bronson,  was  born  in  AVaterbury,  parisli  of  Middle- 
bury,  probably  in  1802.  An  obituary  notice,  published  in  the  Xew 
York  Journal  of  Commerce,  Aug.  29,  1855,  says  that  he  was  born  in 
Rutland,  Jetierson  Co.,  Oct.  16,  1802.  At  this  period,  his  father  bad 
not  removed  from  Middlebury.  The  American  Almanac,  for  185G, 
gives  his  age  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1855,  as  48.  He  njust  have 
been  several  years  older. 

Mr.  Bronson,  according  to  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1822.  He  rose  rapidly  to  eminence,  as  a  lawyer,  in  Jt?tier- 
son  County,  lie  was  elected  to  thj  twenty-fit'th  Congress,  in  183G,  and 
was  a  candidate,  in  1838,  for  the  next  Congress,  but  was  defeated.  In 
the  last  named  year,  be  was  appointed  Circuit  Judge,  but  being  in  dt;li- 
cate  health,  he  declined  to  serve,  and  retired  to  private  life. 

In  1840,  Mr.  Bronson  Wcis  appointed  United  States  Judge  for  the 
Eastern  District  of  Florida,  and  retained  the  office  till  1845,  when  Flor- 
ida became  a  State.  His  residence  during  this  period,  and  afterwards, 
while  United  States  Judge,  is  set  down  as  St.  Augustine.  At  the  first 
session  of  the  Legislature  of  the  new  State,  he  was  chosen  unanimously 
Circuit  Judge  of  the  Eastern  Circuit  of  Florida.  Soon  after,  he  was 
appointed  United  States  District  Judge  of  the  State  ;  and  a  year  later, 
when  the  State  was  divided,  he  retained  the  Xorthern  District,  and  was 
continued  in  office  till  his  decease.  He  died  at  his  residence,  Sunny 
Point,  Palatka,  (a  few  miles  from  St.  Augustine.)  Fla.,  Aug.  13,  1855. 

Mr.  Bronson  is  describe'!  as  a  most  able  judge — a  man  of  high  moral 
principle,  of  liberal  and  patriotic  views,  of  eneruy,  sagacity  and  busi- 
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ness  capacity.  For  fifteen  years  liis  name  was  identified  with  the  his- 
tory and  prosperity  of  Florida. 

TILLOTSOX  IT.ONSOX,  D.  D., 

The  fourth  in  descent  from  Isaac  Bronson,  the  original  planter  of  Wa- 
terbury,  was  the  sixth  child  and  eldest  son  of  Capt.  xVnios  and  Anna 
(Blakeslee)  Bronson,  p.ivl  was  born  at  a  place  called  Jerico,  on  the  Xaiig- 
atuck  River,  in  Northbury,  Jan.  8,  1702.  His  father  was  one  of  the 
leading  men  of  the  P]piscopal  society  of  the  place.  Being  a  regular 
attendant  at  church,  and  living  at  some  distance,  he  was  accustomed, 
on  Sunday  morning,  to  provide  himself  as  follows  : — Taking  a  common 
brown  corn  bag,  be  would  put  the  dinner  in  one  end  an«:l  a  wooden  bot- 
tle of  cider  in  the  other.  Placing  this  across  the  saddle,  he  mounted 
the  horse,  took  his  wife  behind  him  on  a  pillion,  placed  "  Tilly,"  or  some 
of  the  other  children,  before,  and  thus  equipped  for  the  day,  rode  to 
church.  This  was  the  c<'.'mmon  method  of  traveling  in  those  days. 
Sometimes  a  second  child  would  bo  taken  in  the  lap  of  the  mother. 
Occasionally,  still  another,  it  is  stated,  was  added  to  the  load  ;  but  I 
know  not  where  it  could  have  been  placed,  unless  in  the  bag  to  bahmce 
the  oats  whicli  were  sometimes  cartied.  A  horse  fully  freighted  in  this 
way,  with  provision,  live  stock  and  cider,  was  said  to  carry  a  Judd 
load,"  after  some  of  the  Judds  who  were  remarkable  for  these  demon- 
strations. 

Capt.  Bronson  was  a  respectable  farmer,  and  very  naturally  desired 
that  his  eldest  son,  who  could  be  of  most  assistance  to  him,  should  fol- 
low his  own  occupation.  The  son  acceded  to  the  wi-hesof  the  father,  and 
labored  upon  the  t'arra  ;  but  his  heart  and  mind  were  somewhere  else. 
Refraining  wholly  from  amusements,  it  is  stated  that  he  spent  all  his 
leisure  hours  in  the  perusal  of  the  few  books  which  he  could  command. 
His  mother  encouraged  him  in  his  studies,  and  desired  he  shouM  have 
the  benefit  of  a  public  education.  But  the  father  was  still  a  erse  to 
gratifying  these  inclinations,  thinking  perhaps  he  could  ill  afford  the  ex- 
pense. But  the  raoth.er  persevered,  and  the  result  was  Tilly,  at  the  age 
of  eighteen,  was  put  und«.'r  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Trumbull  of  West- 
bury  to  study  Latin  and  Greek,  and  prepare  for  college.  He  afterwards 
taught  school  in  Waterbury,  in  order  to  aid  in  defraying  the  expenses 
of  his  education.  While  a  member  of  Yale  College,  his  mother,  persever- 
ing in  her  purpose,  made  great  exertions  for  his  support.  She  si[>un,  and 
wove,  and  carded  wool.  Often  she  rode  into  New  Haven  on  hor.-^^back, 
carrying  the  rolls  (of  wool)  whicli  she  had  prepared,  behind  her.  with 
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which  she  paid  her  son's  quarter  bills.  lie  assisted  by  keepinn^  scliool  ; 
the  Last  year  of  his  college  coarse,  in  New  Milford.  He  graduated  in 
1786,  having  for  classmates,  Stanley  Griswold,  Frederick  Wolcott,  John 
Kingsbury,  (afterwards  of  AVaterbury,)  ikc.  Little  is  known  of  his 
scholarship  at  tiiis  time,  except  that  he  was  a  laborious  student.  Imme- 
diately after  gra-luation,  he  was  admitted  as  a  candidate  for  holy  orders.* 
He  prosecuted,  for  a  time,  his  theological  studies  under  the  direction  of 
the  Rev.  Dr.  ^^ans^ield,  but  completed  them  under  the  imimediate  super- 
intendence of  Bishop  Seabury.  By  the  latter,  he  was  ordained  as  dea- 
con, Sept.  11,  1787,  and  priest,  Feb,  24,  1788. 

In  the  first  year  of  his  ministry,  Mr.  Bronson  officiated  in  tlie  churclies 
at  Stratford,  Vt.,  and  Hanover,  X,  H.  Afterwards,  he  went  to  Boston  and 
supplied  the  place  of  Rev.  Mr.  Montague,  Rector  of  Christ's  Church, 
during  a  temporary  absence.  At  a  later  period,  he  officiated  in  Hebron, 
Chatham  and  Middle  Haddara,  in  this  State.  In  179-5,  by  invitation  of 
the  Episcopal  Convention,  he  opened  a  school  in  Cheshire,  whicli  v^-as 
designed  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  Academy  in  that  place.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1797,  he  accepted  an  invitation  from  the  Episcopal  society  of  AVa- 
terbury,  and  became  its  first  settled  pastor  after  the  completion  of  tlie 
new  church.  Here  he  labored  three-fourths  of  the  time,  for  which  he 
received  $250  per  annum.  The  remaining  fourth,  he  preached  in  Salem. 
He  resided  in  the  old  "Barlow  house,"  the  house  next  east  of  Almon 
Farrel's,  on  Grand  street.  His  parochial  duties  were  discharged  wiili 
faithfulness,  ability  and  success.  The  parish  prospered  under  his  teacli- 
ings,  and  a  strong  atfection  grew  up  between  minister  and  peojjle.  He 
was  wont  to  recur,  iu  after  life,  to  the  period  he  spent  in  Waterbury,  in 
charge  of  St.  John's  church,  as  the  liappiest  and  most  satisfactory  of  his 
life.  At  last,  however,  the  inadequateness  of  Ids  salary,  and  the  unwill- 
ingness or  inability  of  his  people  to  raise  it,  compelled  him  to  seek  a 
new  situation.    He  preached  his  farewell  sermon  in  June,  1800. 

From  Waterbury,  Mr.  Bronson  removed  to  Xew  Haven,  and  became 
the  editor  of  the  Churchman's  Magazine.  Soon  after,  in  the  same  y<:ar, 
he  was  appointed,  by  the  Episcopal  Convention,  principal  of  the  Acade- 
,^  my  in  Cheshire,  where  lie  took  up  his  residence.  He  continued,  how- 
ever, in  the  management  of  the  Magazine,  arranging  the  papers,  and 
furnishing  much  of  the  matter,  editorially  and  in  tlie  way  of  commu- 
nications. The  interesting  sketch  of  the  history  of  the  church  in  Wa- 
terbury, of  which  I  have  made  a  liberal  use  on  a  previous  occasion,  ap- 


*  See  Rev.  Dr.  Beardsley's  Historical  Address,  giving  an  acconnt  of  the  Epi«copal  Acadeiny 
in  Cheshire— also,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Noble's  Memoir  of  Dr.  Bronson  in  the  Churcfiinan's  Magazine, 
Vol.  v.   To  both  of  these  sources,  I  am  indebted  for  facts  contained  in  this  sketch. 
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pears  to  have  been  furni-shed  by  hini.  After  two  or  three  years,  the 
ph\ce  of  publication  of  the  periodical  was  removed  to  Xew  York,  and 
Mr,  Bronson's  connection  with  it  ceased.  At  a  subsequent  period,  he 
once  more  became  the  editor,  the  work  having,  in  the  mean  time,  been 
discontinued  and  again  revived,  lie  was  acting  in  this  capacity  when 
fatal  disease  overtook  him.  The  volumes  which  were  published  under 
his  supervision,  are  regarded  jxs  the  ablest  and  most  valuable  of  the 
whole,  and  creditable  to  xVmerican  literature. 

About  the  time  Mr.  Bronson  was  appointed  principal  of  the  Acad- 
emy, he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  Academy  of  Arts 
and  Sciences.  In  1813,  he  received  from  Brown  University  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Divinity.  His  intiuence  in  the  councils  of  the  Diocese  was 
uniformly  great,  and  for  twenty  years  he  was  chosen  by  the  Convention 
their  standing  committee.  lie  held  other  ofHces  of  honor  and  responsi- 
bility, all  of  which  his  broken  health  compelled  liim  to  resign  or  de- 
cline in  June,  182G.  At  this  time,  an  atFecting  letter  was  addressed  by 
him  to  the  Convention,  in  session  at  Xewtown,  from  which  the  following 
is  an  extract.    I  give  also  some  remarks  by  Dr.  Beardsley, 

Xext  October  -will  complete  forty  years  that  I  have  been  in  the  ministry.  Dur- 
ing the  whole  of  which  time,  I  have  been  blessed  with  such  a  measure  of  health 
as  never  to  have  been  absent  from  Convention  through  bodily  indisposition  ;  rarely 
from  any  other  cause  ;  and  never  more  than  on  three  or  four  occasions,  from  the 
public  service  of  the  Church,  until  within  a  few  weeks  past.  At  this  time,  there 
is  but  one  clergyman  in  these  states,  whose  letters  of  orders,  from  the  American 
Episcopate,  are  dated  earlier  than  mine,  During  twenty  years  past,  jusc  one  half 
of  my  clerical  life,  I  have  been  honored  with  the  confidence  of  the  Convention  in 
their  choice  of  standing  committee.  It  is  thus  full  time  I  should  wish  to  retire  from 
the  trust.  To  this  I  am  loudly  admonished  by  increasing  years,  and  more  by  a  bodily 
iniirmity  which  threatens  to  render  me  incapable  of  discharging  the  incumbent 
duty.  It  is  therefore  my  earnest  desire  no  longer  to  be  considered  as  a  candidate 
for  any  appointment  in  the  gift  of  the  Convention.  With  all  proper  sentiments  of 
respect  and  gratitude  for  the  past,  I  beg  the  acceptance  of  my  best  wishes  and 
prayers  for  the  harmonv,  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  Church  and  Diocese,  in 
which  I  have  so  long  ministered. 

As  a  scholar,  [says  the  Rev.  Dr.  Beard.-ley,]  his  reputation  was  deservedly 
high.  He  was  profound  and  correct,  without  being  brilliant  or  polished.  His 
ovc  of  the  classics  increased  with  his  years,  and  the  glow  of  enthusia-m  into 
which  he  would  kindle  while  commenting  on  beautiful  passages  in  Homer  and 
Virgil,  often  transported  him,  like  Priam's  zeal  for  fallen  Troy,  beyond  the  neces- 
sities of  the  occasion.  But  his  favorite  studies  were  mathematics  and  natural 
philosophy  ;  and  to  these  he  would  devote  himself  for  hours,  unconscious  of  ex- 
ternal things  and  unmindful  of  bis  bodily  comfort.  [He  delivered  to  the  puiiiis  of 
the  Academy  of  which  he  had  charge  till  the  close  of  life]  a  series  of  lectures  on 
the  rise  and  progress  of  the  mayiual  arts,  which,  begun  at  an  early  period  of  his 
labors  as  an  instructor,  were  perfected  as  the  advancement  of  science  and  his  own 
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researches  furnished  materials.  Detached  parts  of  these  lectures  appeared  in  the 
Churchman's  Magazine  ;  and  so  higlilv  were  they  esteemed  by  his  pupils,  that  the 
project  was  once  suggested  of  securing  the  publication  of  the  whole  series. 

He  wrote  and  published,  in  bis  magazine,  several  short  pie-^es  of 
poetry.  One,  entitled  the  "  Ketrospect,'"  (Vol.  Y,  p.  158,)  describes  the 
wild  scenery  which  surrounded  his  youthful  home  on  the  Naugatuck  ; 
and  if  it  does  not  reach  the  highest  standard  of  excellence,  it  is  supe- 
rior to  much  that  goes  by  the  name  of  poetry. 

Dr.  Bronson  was  not  an  orator.  He  did  not  study  the  graces  of  elo- 
cution. Still,  his  sermons  were  always  good.  Their  characteristics  were 
clearness  and  fulness.  As  a  teacher,  he  acquired  a  wide  reputation; 
and  the  Academy  of  Avhich  he  was  the  head,  a  degree  of  respectability 
whicli  had  then  been  obtained  by  few  similar  institutions.  The  number 
of  students  ranged,  for  a  long  period,  from  eighty  to  one  hundre.l,  a 
great  proportion  of  whom  were  preparing  for  college,  or  pursuing  a  pro- 
fessional course  of  theology. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  distinguished  for  modesty,  simplicity, 
sincerity.  He  was  mild,  aniiable  and  indulgent,  and  is  charged  \Nith 
being  lax  in  discipline.  At  the  same  time,  he  is  described  as  intiexible 
in  principle.  After  having  suffered  several  montlis  from  stone  in  the 
bladder,  he  had  repeated  paralytic  attacks,  and  died  Sept.  0,  1S2G,  in 
the  65th  year  of  his  age. 

BEXXET  BRONSON 

Was  the  youni^est  son  of  Dea.  Stephen  Bronson,  a  thrifty  f^irmer,  and 
was  born  on  the  old  Isaac  Bronson  place,  Nov.  14,  1775.  In  childhood, 
he  worked  upon  the  farm  in  the  summer,  and  attended  a  district  school 
in  the  winter.  In  1780,  he  went  to  the  town  Academy,  then  recently 
opened,  having  for  a  schoolmate  Jeremiah  Day,  afterwards  president  of 
Yale  College.  From  an  early  period,  his  father  had  intended  he  should 
go  to  college;  but  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  had  a  long  course  of 
sickness,  from  which  lie  did  not  recover  till  after  the  death  of  his  eldest 
brother,  Jesse.  Being  now  an  only  son,  his  father  wanted  his  assistance 
on  the  farm,  but  at  length  concluded  to  put  him  upon  a  course  of 
study.  AVith  this  object,  he  was  sent  to  Cheshire,  at  the  age  of  fifteen, 
to  study  with  the  Rev.  John  Foot,  the  Congregational  minister,  in 
whose  family  lie  resided.  After  six  months,  he  returned  home,  and  al- 
ternately labored  on  the  farm  and  studied,  till  May,  1793.  He  then 
went  back  to  Mr.  Foot's,  completed  his  preparatory  stu<lies,  and  entered 
Yale  College.     In  1797,  he  graduated,  having  for  classmates,  Lymau 
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Beecher,  Thomns  Dav,  Samuel  A.  Foot,  James  Murdock,  Iloratio  Sey- 
mour, Seth  P.  Staples,  and  other  distinguished  men. 

The  first  year  after  leaving  College,  Mr.  Bronson  spent  in  teaching 
school  and  working  his  father's  farm.  In  September,  179S,  he  engaged 
in  a  school  at  Derby  Landing;  but  before  the  end  of  the  first  quarter 
received  the  appointment  of  first  lieutenant  in  the  provisional  army  of 
the  United  States,  lie  finished  the  quarter,  and  entered  on  the  recruit- 
ing service  in  May,  1799.  In  August  following,  he  joined  his  regi- 
ment at  Xew  Haven  under  Col.  Timothy  Taylor.  In  October,  the  regi- 
ment was  ordered  to  Xew  Jersey ;  but  the  packet  at  Hurl  G;;to  ran 
upon  sunken  rocks  and  filled.  Suiall  boats  came  and  rescued  the  pas- 
sengers, who  were  in  great  peril.  They  were  quartered  in  Xew  Jersey 
wiih  two  other  regiments,  at  a  place  called  Scotch  Plains,  for  the  winter. 
The  ttiree  (llth,  12th  and  lotli)  were  commanded  by  Col.  Sujith  of 
Xew  York.  But  "John  Adams'  war"  was  a  short  one.  The  army  was 
disbanded  by  act  of  Congress,  in  1800,  and  Lieut.  Bronson  doried  his 
epaulets  and  returned  to  Waterbury. 

The  next  week  after  his  return,  Mr.  B.  commenced  the  study  of  law 
under  the  Hon.  Xoah  B.  Benedict  of  ^Yoodbu^y.  In  April,  1S02,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Litchfield  County,  and  the  next  summer 
opened  an  otlice  in  his  native  town. 

In  May,  1809,  Mr.  Bronson  was  appointed  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
was  reappointed  'annually  till  1818.  In  May,  1827,  be  was  again  se- 
lected for  that  oflice,  and  held  it  for  three  successive  years.  After- 
wards, he  refused  to  serve.  In  May,  1812,  he  was  made  one  of  ilie  as- 
sistant judges  of  the  Xew  Haven  County  Court,  and  was  continued  in 
office  two  years.  In  1824,  he  became  chief  judge  of  the  same  court 
and  held  the  oflice  six  years,  when  a  change  of  political  parties  caused 
his  removal.  Once  only,  in  May,  1829,  he  represented  the  town  in  the 
Legislature. 

In  the  spring  of  1811,  Mr.  Bronson  became  interested,  for  the  first 
time,  iu  the  manufacturing  business.  He  connected  himself,  for  one 
year,  with  the  late  ^[-dTk  Leavenworth.  They  made,  wiih  a  good  profit, 
five  thousand  wooden  clocks.  In  the  spring  of  1823,  he  became  a  lim- 
ited partner,  in  the  company  of  A.  Benedict,"  for  the  manufacture  of 
brass  atid  gilt  buttons.  Of  the  80,500  capital,  he  took  $2,000,  and  his 
friends  in  Xew  Haven,  Xathan  Smith,  William  Bristol  and  David  C 
De  Forest,  3,000.  He  besides  lent  the  company  money  and  supplied  it, 
to  a  limited  extent,  with  credit.  Tliough  not,  at  that  time,  a  man  of 
large  means,  he  was  better  known  for  his  pecuniary  reliability  tljan  any 
man  in  his  neighborhood.    Thus  the  company  started  with  a  good 
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credit,  which,  mider  the  skillful  management  of  the  general  partner,  it 
ever  afterwards  maintained.  His  interest  in  the  business,  carried  on  un- 
der various  names  and  organizations,  continued  till  his  decease. 

When  the  Waterburv  Bank  was  organized  in  1848,  Mr.  B.  was  one 
of  its  most  influential  friends.  Its  stock  was  taken  up  ^vith  the  under- 
standinij  that  he  was  to  he  its  chief  officer.  He  subscribed  lari^elv  him- 
self,  and  was  the  president  till  his  death. 

From  an  early  period,  the  subject  of  this  notice  was  an  extensive  land 
owner.  Indeed,  farming  was  the  only  business,  except  his  profession,  to 
which  he  gave  his  personal  attention.  He  soon  discovered,  or  rather  re- 
discovered, the  superior  value  of  the  river  over  the  hill  lands,  and  their 
greater  susceptibility  of  improvement  by  good  husbandry.  While  the  lat- 
ter would  yield  say  three  or  four  per  cent,  on  the  buying  price,  the  former 
might  be  readily  made  to  pay  seven  or  eight.  He  declined,  therefore^ 
to  till  his  uplands,  and  bought  in  the  meadows,  adding  to  his  purchases 
from  year  to  year,  till  he  finally  owned  about  one  hundred  acres  up  and 
down  the  Naugatuck  River.  These  lands  were  near  at  hand  and  ea>ilv 
worked.  Manure  could  be  got  u])on  them  with  much  less  expense  than 
up«^n  the  uplands.  His  first  work  was  to  clear  up  the  bushes  whic  h  had 
been  gradually  extending  from  many  points,  and  to  fill  up  the  holes 
with  brush-wood  loaded  with  stones.  He  thus  removed  the  impediments 
to  the  current  of  water  which,  in  flood  time,  had  made  such  havoc  with 
the  soil.  He  selected  the  more  elevated  and  least  valuable  groun(J^ 
covered  the  surface  deeply  witli  manure,  plowed  and  planted  it  with 
corn,  and  then,  in  the  fall,  sowfd  it  with  rve  and  grass  seed.  Tiius  lie 
obtained  excellent  crops  of  corn,  rye,  oats  and  grass,  and  made  lamls 
which  were  nearly  worthless- — which  had  lain  neglected  fur  a  long  time 
— quite  valuable.  Sometimes  his  plowed  fields  would  get  washed  by 
the  floods,  but  not  often. 

Mr.  Bronson's  professional  business,  though  not  extensive,  was  respect- 
able. He  was  a  good  lawyer,  sound,  discriminating,  and  in  early  and 
middle  life  studious.  He  was  confided  in  by  members  of  the  bar,  and 
as  a  draughtsman  had  few  superiors.  He  never  encouraged  litigation, 
and  never  engaged  in  a  suit  which  should  injure  the  reputation  of 
an  honest  man.  As  an  advocate,  he  always  addressed  himself  to  the 
point;  but  his  language  did  not  flow  easily  and  was  not  always 
accurate.  His  words  were  not  as  clear  as  his  thoughts ;  and  yet  he 
often  made  an  able  argument. 

Upon  the  bench.  Judge  Bronson  was  thoroughly  competent,  dis- 
charging his  duties  with  uprightness  and  ability.  His  naturally  strong 
and  discriminating  mind,  and  his  thorough  acquaintance  with  legal 
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science,  well  fitted  liira  for  this  position.  Xo  man  was  better  proof 
against  ingenious  sophistry ;  less  likely  to  be  imposed  upon  by  retined 
legal  subtleties.  There  doubtless  have  been  more  learned  jurists;  but 
a  sounder  or  better  judge  has  rarely  sat  in  the  courts  of  this  State. 
This  opinion  prevailed  iriside  as  well  as  outside  the  bar.  Conse- 
quently, his  decisions  commanded  respect. 

As  a  man,  Judge  Bronson  was  known  for  truth,  fidelity  and  probity 
— for  his  prudence,  good  judgment  and  admirable  common  sense.  For 
truth  he  had  such  veneration  that  ho  never  indulged  in  the  common 
luxury  of  exaggeration.  Xor  would  he  speak  carelessly,  in  way  of 
statement,  even  on  unimportant  matters.  He  did  not  allow  himself  to 
riuess.  So  far  as  he  knew,  he  would  say,  but  would  not  go  a  step  be- 
yond. No  man  knew  better  the  limits  of  one's  own  knowledge.  If  his 
opinion  was  required,  he  would  give  it,  cautiously,  as  a  judgment, 
aware  of  the  responsibility.  He  did  not  confound  facts  with  inferences. 
Rigidly  and  exactly  just,  it  is  believed  he  never  took  an  unfair  advantage 
of  the  necessities  of  his  fellow  men,  or  of  his  own  position  or  knowledge.  If 
he  Avished  to  buy,  he  was  willing  to  give  a  fair  price,  and  if  he  desired  to  sell, 
he  would  ask  no  more  than  the  thing  was  honestly  worth.  lie  never  cried 
down  another  man's  goods  or  praised  his  own,  in  order  to  get  a  good 
bargain.  AVith  him,  there  was  no  hagrrliuLC  or  chatiering  about  prices. 
What  he  would  do,  he  said  at  the  beirinning,  and  that  was  the  end  of 
it.  If  a  person  tried  to  beat  him  down  in  his  price,  he  v/ould  sometimes 
raise  it,  and  then  get  what  he  asked.  If  he  was  cheated,  he  remem- 
bered it,  and  would  have  no  more  to  do  with  the  cheater.  If  a  man 
tried  to  get  an  undue  advantage,  he  considered  himself  at  liberty  to 
make  him  pav  for  it.  I^r  instance,  he  and  another  person,  whom  I 
shall  call  Mr.  A.,  owned  between  them  a  large  amount  of  mixed  proper- 
ty. When  they  came  to  divide,  they  agreed  to  assort  it,  throw  it  into 
two  parcels  and  then  draw  lots  for  the  parcels.  If  either  did  noi  like 
his  allotment,  he  might  bid  for  a  choice.  The  lot  was  drawn,  and  each 
got  the  parcel  he  desired,  and  the  only  parcel  he  could  use.  '^hls  both 
understood.  After  a  minute's  silence,  Mr.  A.  turned  to  Mr.  B.  and 
said— ''Well,  shall  you  bid  f  Mr.  B.— I  will  think  of  it."  Mr.  A.— 
'•I  think  I  shall  bid."  Mr.  B.— "  Well,  what  will  you  give  T'  Mr.  A 
— "Ten  dollars."  Mr.  B. — "  I  will  take  it,  and  you  shall  have  your 
choice."  Mr.  A. — "  When  will  you  execute  the  necessary  papers  T' 
Mr.  B.— "Xow."  l\r.  A.—"  Weil,  perhaps  we  will  put  it  off  till  to- 
morrow." The  result  was  as  had  been  foreseen.  Mr.  A.  chose  the 
projjerty  which  had  been  distributed  to  him  by  lot,  and  paid  the  ten 
dollars. 
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Judge  Bronson's  opinions  and  judgments  on  common  affairs,  and  on 
all  those  subjects  with  which  his  life  had  made  Ijim  familiar,  were  more 
relied  on,  perhaps,  than  those  of  any  man  in  the  section  of  the  State  in 
which  he  lived.  Few,  for  instance,  could  estimate  with  equal  precision 
the  powers  and  capacities  and  money  value  of  a  tract  of  land,  with 
which  he  had  been  unacquainted.  He  could  tell  with  great  accuracy 
what  land  would  produce,  and  on  this  knowledge  grounded  his  judg- 
ment. And  this  accuracy  was  extended  to  all  subjects  to  which  he 
gave  his  attention.  As  appraiser,  arbitrator,  commissioner  and  referee, 
his  services  were  much  sought. 

Judge  B.  was  hard  headed,  rather  incredulous  than  the  contrary, 
and  was  not  often  deceived  by  appearances.  Those  epidemic  excite- 
ments -which  overthrow  the  reason  and  carry  down  the  masses  did  not 
move  him.  If  there  was  a  truth  at  the  foundation,  he  usually  found  it 
and  accepted  it,  but  could  see  no  good  from  getting  wild  over  it. 

Mr.  B.  always  had  a  taste  for  reading.  For  a  resident  of  a  country 
town,  he  had  a  large  law  library,  and  a  good  collection  of  miscellaneous 
books.  He  was  familiar  with  theology,  history  and  politics.  He  stu- 
died thoroughly  the  masterly  volumes  of  Edwards,  and  was  conversant 
with  Bellamy  and  Dwight.  Chalmers'  essay  on  Christianity,  in  the 
Edinburgh  Encyclopedia,  he  admired  ;  but  the  later  productions  of  that 
distinguished  author  were  too  gorgeously  ornamented  for  his  severe 
taste.  As  a  historian  and  writer,  Hume  was  his  pattern- man.  The 
style  of  Robertson  was  too  much  adorned.  Bancroft  was  ambitious  and 
affected  ;  but  Prescott  he  liked.  Few  men  were  better  acquainted  with 
Nevf  England  history.  He  read  old  Benjamin  Trumbull,  Hutcliinson, 
Cotton  Mather;  and  was  at  home  among  the  chroniclers  of  the  Puri- 
tan faith.  He  was  himself  a  Puritan,  and  reverenced  the  stern  simpli- 
city, the  deep  piety  and  unswerving  constancy  of  the  fathers  of  that  sect. 
Of  the  traditional  and  record-history  of  his  native  town — of  the  geneal- 
ogy of  its  old  families — he  knew  far  more  than  anybody  else.  His 
memory  for  facts,  dates,  numbers  and  statistics  in  general,  was  'unsur- 
passed. He  had  a  good  mathematical^mind,  and  would  carry  more  figures 
in  his  head  than  anybody  the  writer  has  happened  to  know.  He  was  [par- 
ticularly well  provided  with  geographical  information.  In  fact,  his  n-nd- 
ing  and  inquiries  took  a  wide  range.  His  favorite  papers  were  the  oM 
Hartford  Courant  and  the  old  Connecticut  Journal.  These  he  read  from 
the  first  to  the  last  line.  x\fter  the  New  York  Observer  was  established 
he  took  that.  In  politics,  he  was  an  unflinching  Federalist,  and  did  not 
live  long  enough  to  repent  of  it.  Washington  and  Hamilton  were  his 
great  men  in  the  general  government.    At  home,  he  associated  hiinsc^lf 
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witli  such  men  as  Nathaniel  Smith,  Roger  Minot  Sherman  and  DaviJ 
Daggett.  He  thought  honesty  and  capacity  the  important  «|ualilieatic>ns 
of  a  public  officer.  Demagogues  and  trading  politicians  he  despised.  He 
flattered  nobody;  never  laid  aside  his  principles  for  a  temporary  advan- 
tage; never  shaped  his  opinions  to  the  company  he  was  in.  For  these 
reasons,  he  was  not  popular  with  tlie  masses.  Xor  were  his  manners 
calcuhited  to  ingratiate  liim  with  the  multitude.  Those  who  knew  him 
well  liked  his  plain  blunt  way  ;  but  others  were  repelled  by  it. 

Judge  Bronson  was  a  friend  of  order.  Slip-shod  ways — looseness  in 
business,  or  statement,  or  opinion,  or  faith,  he  could  ill  tolerate.  He 
liked  to  see  e\erythin;x  done  in  an  orthodox  and  proper  manner;  or  in 
other  words,  ''according  to  law."  Though  not  particularly  attached  to 
forms  and  never  blinded  by  them,  he  still  liked  ''  the  good  old  ways." 
When  it  was  proposed,  thirty  years  aero,  to  warm  tlie  old  meotirig  house 
by  stoves,  ho  opposed  it.  When,  ten  years  Later,  in  consequence  c-f  the 
new  fashions  having  crept  into  the  place,  a  general  wish  was  expressed 
that  the  congregation  should  sit  in  prayer  and  stand  duriniif  simnng,  he 
objected  to  the  change  mildly — saw  no  reason  for  it,  and  became  a  non- 
conformist. Thenceforti],  he  stood  \\  hen  others  sat,  and  sat  when  others 
stood.  At  first,  a  few  old  people  kept  hltn  company  ;  but  at  length,  he 
was  alone.  He  took  no  pride  in  being  singular,  but  was  not  afraid  to 
be  so.  Once,  in  a  fit  of  abstraction,  he  stood  during  the  reading  of  the 
chapter,  but  this-  did  not  discourage  him.  He  always  went  to  meet- 
ing," and  the  appearance  of  his  bolt,  upright  forn"!,  near  the  pulpit,  dur- 
iiig  the  first  prayer,  will  never  be  forgotten.  He  united  with  the  church 
of  which  his  father,  grandfather  and  great  grandfather  had  been  dea- 
cons, in  Jan.  1833.  He  was  himself  made  a  deacon,  in  1838,  which 
office  he  held  six  years  and  then  resigned. 

In  person,  Judge  Eronson  was  tall,  in  early  life  straight  and  athletic, 
about  six  feet  high,  with  sunken  eyes,  shagory  eye  brows,  a  capacious 
forehead  and  a  swinging  gait.  He  had  a  good  constitution,  and  with 
few  exceptions,  enjoyed  uninterrupted  health.  In  September,  ISoO,  he 
was  taken  slightly  ill,  first  with  a  boil  upon  the  knee.  This  was  follow- 
ed by  erysipelatous  int^iammation.  His  fine  physical  powers  gradually 
gave  way,  and  he  died  Dec.  11th,  1850. 

EXOS  BRONSOX 

A\  as  the  eldest  son  of  Eli  and  Mehitabie  (Atwater)  Bronson,  and  was 
born  in  that  part  of  Waterbury,  since  called  Mi.idlebury,  March  31, 
1774.  lie  was  first  cousin  of  Isaac  Bronson,  the  financier  and  banker. 
Somewhat  late  in  life,  he  became  connected  with  Yale  College  and 
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graduated  with  distinction  in  1T9S.  I  have  examined  in  manuscript 
what  appear  to  have  been  some  of  his  college  exercises  in  coinposition. 
They  evince  the  same  clearness  of  diction  and  thought  which  distinguish- 
ed his  writings  later  in  life.  After  leaving  college,  he  comnieiieed  the 
study  of  law;  but  in  the  summer  of  1799,  I  find  him  in  Phlladeipliia. 
lie  taught  there,  for  a  time,  the  old  Episcopal  Academy.  Conceiving  the 
idea  of  starting  a  political  paper,  he  entered  into  a  very  free  and  some- 
what protracted  correspondence  with  President  Dwight  on  the  sul> 
ject.  As  a  result,  the  United  States  Gazette  of  Philadelphia  was  estab- 
lished, and  he  became  its  editor* — a  position  which  he  occupied  till  his 
death.  His  manifesto,  or  declaration  of  principles,  was  published  jfarch 
5,  1801. 

Under  Mr.  Bronson's  management,  the  Gazette  became  the  leading 
newspaper  of  Philadelphia,  and  exercised  a  powerful  influence  through- 
out the  country.  The  editor  was  a  strong  Federalist,  bold  and  fearless 
in  the  expression  of  his  opinions.  Early  in  his  career,  he  used  to  write 
to  President  Dwight  for  counsel  and  advice.  The  President,  in  reply, 
counseled  prudence.  In  a  letter,  under  date  of  February  26,  ISOl,  be 
said — "  I  advise  you  to  avoid  exposing  yourself  to  a  prosecution.  Tiiere 
is  reason  to  believe  that  measures  of  this  nature  will,  not  reluctantly, 
be  pursued  ;  and  it  will  be  necessary  for  a  young  writer  to  be  more 
cautious  than  usual.  I  advise  you,  aho,  by  all  means,  to  do  full  justice 
to  the  [incoming]  administration,  and  to  commend  it  whenever  truth 
will  permit." 

The  day  after  Mr.  JeiTerson's  inauguration,  (March  5,  1801,)  Mr. 
Bronson  came  out  with  some  remarks  addressed  to  his  "  readers,''  con- 
ceived in  the  spirit  of  Dr.  Dwight's  recommendation.  He  promised 
to  make  no  factious  opposition  to  the  new  President—"  Should  Mr. 
Jetferson  [he  said]  commence  his  administration  with  a  view  to  support 
the  constitution  in  its  genuine  spirit  and  energy,  and  to  uphold  the  sys- 
tem established  and  pursued  by  Washington  with  so  mucii  honor  to 
the  country,  the  Federalist's  will  join  hand  and  heart  with  him  unu  sup- 
port him  against  the  machinations  of  those  unprincipled  dem:iL:;02:ues 
who  have  already  reviled  and  belied  the  character  and  administ?ation 
of  Washington,  and  are  now  struggling  to  raise  themselves  to  wealth 
and  importance  upon  the  ruins  of  the  government  itself." 

Mr.  Bronson  was  an  earnest  Federalist  and  able  political  writer.  He 
found  occasion  to  oppose  Mr.  Jefferson's  administration,  and  he  did  it 


*  The  D!\me  of  the  business  firm  was,  for  a  timet,  Bronson  ACfaauncey. 
was  not  in  the  firm  in  1S05. 
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with  a  will.  He  denounced  the  Democratic  party  and  its  leaders,  in 
unmeasured  terms.  He  was  a  master  of  irony,  sarcasm  and  invective, 
and  was  not  always  free  from  personalities.  Aboul  the  time  of  the 
declaration  of  war  against  Great  Britain,  party  spirit  ran  higher,  per- 
haps, than  has  since  been  known  in  tliis  country.  In  Baltimore,  a  riot 
occurred,  and  the  printing  office  of  a  Federal  newspaper  was  destroyed, 
Mr.  Bronson's  office  was  threatened  with  a  similar  tate.  He  received 
many  anonymous  letters,  warning  him  of  his  danger.  Some  were  from 
enemies  threatening  to  serve  him  as  some  of  his  party  in  Baltimore  had 
been  served,  if  he  did  not  desist  from  his  abuse  of  the  administration 
and  the  Democratic  leaders.  Others,  apparently  friends,  counseled 
moderation  and  discretion.  These  letters,  gathered  into  a  bundle 
and  inclosed  in  a  wrapper,  are  now  before  me.  On  the  wrapper  is 
written,  in  the  hand  of  the  receiver,  "  Good  Advice,  or  wholesome  Les- 
sons on  Prudence."  On  one  occasion,  the  Gazette  office  was  threaten- 
ed, and  a  night  appointed  for  its  destruction.  On  that  night.  Dr.  Chap- 
man, Charles  Chauncey,  Horace  Binney,  Dr.  Bird  Wilson,  John  B, 
Wallace,  Thomas  Biddle  (all  intimate  friends  of  Mr.  Bronson)  and 
others  are  stated  to  have  stood  guard  in  and  around  the  menaced  build- 
ing, prepared  to  resist  an  attack. 

Mr.  Bronson  wrote  with  great  vigor  and  directness,  in  a  pure,  lucid 
and  simple  style,  wielding  old  Saxon  with  great  effect.  In  reference  to 
his  habits  of  composition,  Dr.  Nathaniel  Chapman  is  affirmed  to  have 
said  that  his  editorials  were  written  in  his  office,  while  he  was  surround- 
ed by  friends  engaged  in  political  discussions,  in  which  he  would  at  in- 
tervals join.  When  the  printer's  devil  came  down  for  more  copy,  he 
would  tear  off  the  sheet  on  which  he  was  writing,  at  the  last  word,  sel- 
dom finding  it  necessary  to  make  the  smallest  correction.  Dr.  Chap- 
man was  his  family  physician,  and  told  a  friend  that  he  was  the  only 
Yankee  he  ever  knew  who  never  learned  the  value  of  money. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Bronson  became  connected  with  the  Gazette,  the 
office  issued,  under  his  supervision,  an  edition  of  William  Eojcoe's  Life 
of  Lorenzo  de  Medici.  One  object  of  the  undertaking  was  to  cultivate 
in  the  American  mind  a  taste  for  literature  and  history.  The  publica- 
tion led  to  a  correspondence  with  Mr.  Roscoe,  and  to  the  subsequent 
iesue  from  the  Gazette  office  of  an  edition  of  Leo  X,  by  the  same  author. 
The  correspondence,  which  is  in  ray  possession,  is  honorable  to  both 
parties. 

Mr.  Bronson  married,  in  Philadelphia,  Mary  White,  a  daughter  of 
the  late  Bishop  White,  by  whom  he  had  five  daughters  and  two  sons. 
But  two  of  them  are  now  living;  one  the  widow  of  the  late  Professor 
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H.  Reed  who  was  lost  in  the  x\rctic ;  the  other  the  Rev.  AVilliam  Vv'hite 
Bronson,  an  Episcopal  clergyman,  now  of  Reading  Ridge,  Conn. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  died  April  17,  1S23.  Immediately  after- 
wards, the  following  notice  appeared  in  the  Baltimore  Chronicle  : 

Then  burst  a  noble  heart."  It  was  with  peculiar  and  painful  awakening  of 
old  reminiscences,  while  turning  over  the  Philadelphia  papers  of  yesterday  morn- 
ing, that  we  discovered  the  death  of  Enos  Bronson  announced,  formerly  the  editor 
of  the  United  States  Gazette.  Under  an  extreme  coldness  of  manner,  amounting 
almost  to  an  appearance  of  apathy,  dwelt  a  warm  and  benevolent  heart,  alive  to 
all  the  tender  impulses,  blended  with  uncommon  boldness  and  decision.  Ilis  char- 
acter reminds  us  of  those  tracts  of  mountainous  country  described  by  geogra- 
phers, where,  passing  from  the  region  of  frost  and  snow,  we  discover  verdure,  glit- 
tering cascades,  and  all  the  forms  of  vernal  beauty.  Misfortune  could  make  him 
wretched,  but  could  not  make  him  dishonest.  His  manner,  his  countenance,  his 
personal  appearance,  are  brought  so  forcibly  to  our  fancy,  that  it  requires  some 
effort  to  believe  him  now  a  cold,  motionless,  speechless  corpse,  slumbering  be- 
neath the  sods  of  the  valley. 

DEA.  JAMES  BROWX 

"Was  a  son  of  Stephen  and  Eunice  (Loorais)  Brown,  aud  was  bom  in 
Windsor,  Dec.  2,  1776.  lie  learned  of  his  father  the  trade  of  a  black- 
smith, and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  removed  to  Canton,  where  he  re- 
mained one  year.  He  then  came  to  Waterbury  and  made  an  engage- 
ment with  Lieut.  Ard  Welton,  who  manufactured  tire  arms  in  the  Saw- 
mill Plain  District,  at  the  place  now  or  recently  owned  by  Sherman 
Bronson.  After  about  two  years,  he  removed  into  the  village,  where 
he  labored  at  his  trade  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Brown  in  early  life  connected  himself  with  a  militarv  company, 
and  finally  became  the  colonel  of  his  regiment.  lie  was  an  original 
partner  in  the  third  rolling  mill  which  was  erected  in  Waterbury,  in 
1830,  afterwards  known  as  the  Brown  &  Elton  Co.,  and  continued  in 
the  connection  till  his  decease.  He  was  a  member  of  the  first  Congre- 
gational churcli  and  was  made  a  deacon  in  1818.  He  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  masonic  order. 

Dea.  Brown  was  remarkable  for  his  truth,  industry  and  sobriety.  He 
was  a  most  exemplary  man,  faithful  in  all  the  relations  of  life.  Long 
after  his  frugal  habits  and  success  in  business  had  secured  him  a  compe- 
tency, he  continued  to  labor  in  his  calling,  believing  he  could  thus  best 
fulfill  the  ends  of  existence.  He  was  a  constant  attendant  upon  the 
services  and  duties  of  the  church,  with  which  he  was  connected  thirty 
years.    He  died  in  1848. 
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CALVIN"  BUTLER 

Was  born  in  Wolcott,  Oct.  6,  1772;  removed  in  cbildhood  with  his 
parents  to  Xew  Marlborough,  Mass. ;  ent^^red  Williams  College  in  1795, 
but  took  a  dismission  at  the  end  of  sophomore  year ;  read  law  at  Xor- 
walk  with  Erlmund  Akins  and  Augustus  Pettibone,  Esquires ;  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  of  Litchfield  County  in  December,  1799  ;  commenc- 
ed practice  in  North  Canaan,  Conn.,  but  removed  in  February,  1801,  to 
Bristol,  and  in  1806,  to  Plymouth;  was  a  state  representative  several 
times  in  1815  and  afterwards  ;  was  a  member  of  the  constitutional  con- 
vention in  1818  ;  a  state  senator  in  1832  ;  judge  of  probate  from  1832 
to  1842,  and  a  judge  of  the  Litchfield  County  Court  in  1839.  He 
died  several  years  since. 

REV.  AAROX  DUTTON, 

The  son  (the  youngest  of  nine  children)  of  Thomas  and  x\nne  (Rice) 
Dutton,  was  born  in  that  part  of  Waterbury,  which  is  now  Watertown, 
May  21,  1780.  He  pursued  his  classical  studies  under  the  direction  of 
Rev.  Azel  Backus  of  Bethlem ;  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1803;  was 
instructed  in  Theology  by  President  Dwight;  was  licensed  to  preach  in 
Oct.  1805,  and  ordained  Dec.  10,  1805,  as  pastor  of  the  First  church 
and  society  in  Guilford.  He  resigned  his  charge  June  8,  1842,  mainly 
on  account  of  a  ditference  of  opinion  between  himself  and  his  people 
on  slavery.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Corporation  of  Yale  College  from 
1825  till  his  decease. 

A  few  months  after  his  separation  from  his  people,  he  went,  in  the 
service  of  the  Home  Missionary  Society,  to  Iowa,  (then  a  Territorv,) 
and  was  invited  to  settle  over  the  church  and  society  of  Burlington. 
When  about  to  return  to  New  England  to  make  arrangements  for  a 
permanent  removal  to  the  West,  he  was  taken  sick.  He  reached  New 
Haven  with  difficulty,  and  had  a  long  and  dangerous  illness,  from  which 
he  never  completely  recovered.  He  died  in  June,  1849,  and  was  buried 
in  the  midst  of  his  former  people  in  Guilford.  His  wife,  Dorcas, 
(daughter  of  Samuel  South mayd  of  Watertown,)  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried in  April,  1806,  died  in  Sept.  1841. 

Mr.  Dutton  was  an  earnest,  faithful  and  fearless  man,  respected 
among  the  churches,  and  true  in  ail  the  relations  of  life.  Ho  was  an 
early  and  consistent  friend  of  temperance  and  emancipation,  and  was 
ready  to  suffer,  if  need  be,  in  the  discharge  of  what  he  esteemed  his 
duty.  He  published  a  few  sermons,  and  was  a  contributor  to  the  old 
Christian  Spectator. 
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REV.  MATTHEW  RICE  DUTTON, 

The  son  of  Thomas,  and  the  gran<lson  of  Dea.  Thomas  Dutton,  was 
born  in  Watertown,  (Westbury  parish,)  June  30,  1783,  When  about 
eleven  years  of  age,  his  father  removed  to  Northbury  parish,  and  thence 
in  two  years  more,  to  Xorthfield,  in  the  town  of  Litchfield.  At  the  age 
of  seventeen,  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Ephraira  Kirby  of  Litchfield; 
but  in  consequence  of  bad  eyes  and  broken  health,  he  was  obli^-ed  to 
abandon  his  studies.  He  afterwards  changed  his  plans  and  concluded 
to  enter  Yale  Colleije,  where  he  graduated  with  hio-h  honor,  in  1808. 
He  then  took  charge  of  the  Academy  in  Fairfield,  and  after  a  year 
joined  the  Theological  Seminary  of  Andover.  From  1810  to  1814,  he 
was  a  tutor  in  Yale  College,  suffering  severely  all  the  time  from  weak  eyes. 

Mr.  Dutton  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  church  in  Stratford  in  the 
autum  of  1814,  where  he  remained,  universally  beloved,  till  his  election 
to  the  professorship  of  Mathematics  and  Natural  Philosophy  in  Yale 
College,  in  the  fall  of  1821 .  He  accepted  the  appointment,  and  devoted 
himself  with  ardor  to  his  duties.  Mathematics  was  his  favorite  study. 
His  constitution,  always  delicate,  was  not  equal  to  his  labors.  "  The 
hours  of  sleep  were  spent,  apparently  with  great  satisfaction  to  himself, 
in  solving  difficult  theorems  in  Mathematics,  or  abstruse  questions  in 
Metaphysics.  Xo  physical  machinery  could  have  lasted  long  under 
such  constant  pressure."*  His  physical  powers  were  soon  prostrated,  and 
he  died  in  July,  18 'J 5.  His  funeral  sermon  was  preached  by  Professor 
Fitch. 

Professor  Dutton  was  married,  soon  after  he  became  a  pastor  in  Strat- 
ford, to  Maria,  daughter  of  Dr.  Asa  Hopkins  of  Hartford,  by  whom  he 
had  two  sons.    His  widow  and  sons  still  survive. 

ALMOX  FARRELL. 
He  was  the  son  of  Zeba  Farrell  of  Waterbury.  He  learned  of  his 
father  the  trade  of  a  mill-wright,  and  for  many  years  was  the  leading 
raill-wright,  macliinist,  engineer,  builder  and  contractor,  in  his  line,  in 
the  Xaugatuck  Valley.  There  is  probably  no  man  in  the  State  who 
has  superintended  the  construction  of  so  many  first  class  mills  and  man- 
ufacturing establishments.  He  was  noted  for  the  strength  and  perma- 
nency of  his  work.  Monumients  of  his  skill  may  be  seen  in  Waterbury, 
Seymour,  Ansonia,  Birmingham,  Plymouth  Hollow,  Wolcottville,  Bris- 
tol, ViTestville,  Pequonnock,  Newtown,  ci'c.   At  the  time  of  his  death,  he 

*  See  Sprague'^  Auuali  of  the  American  Pulpit. 
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had  a  largo  contract  in  Chicago,  Whatever  he  put  his  hand  to  v,-a3 
carried  througli  successfully;  not  always  inexpensively,  but  with  good 
judgnient  and  thorough  workmanship. 

Mr.  Farrell  was  a  self-taught  man,  whose  success  was  owing  to  his 
own  native  genius,  and  whose  services  in  building  up  the  manufactur- 
ing interests  iu  his  native  town  and  the  Naugatuck  Yalley  could  hardly 
have  been  dispensed  with.  He  died  in  the  prime  of  iife  and  the  midst 
of  his  usefulness,  May  31,  1857. 

DEA.  inOMAS  FENN, 

The  son  of  Thomas  Fenn,  was  born  in  Wallingford  in  I  T-So,  and  removed 
to  Westbury  in  early  life  with  his  father.  April  19,  1760.  he  married 
Abi,  (or  Abiah,)  daughter  of  Richard  Welton  of  Waterbury,  by  whom 
he  had  six  sons  and  two  daughters.  lie  was  a  captain  in  the  Kevolu- 
tionary  war,  and  a  representative,  first  from  Waterbury  and  next  from 
Watertown,  in  all,  thirty -five  sessions,  beginning  in  1778.  lie  was  also 
a  justice  of  the  peace  and  a  deacon  of  the  Congregational  chureh  of 
Watertown  for  many  years.  Through  a  long  life  he  was  an  intluen- 
tial  and  much  respected  citizen.    He  died  Aug.  1,  1818. 

EBENEZER  FOOTE. 

He  was  the  eldest  son  of  Capt.  John  Foote  by  his  second  wife,  Mary 
Peck.  He  was  born  in  Westbury,  July  6,  177-3,  on  the  farm  on  which 
his  grandfather.  Dr.  Thomas  Foote,  first  settled  in  1736,  which  his  father 
owned  and  which  still  remains  in  the  family,  being  now  iu  the  possession 
of  Hubert  Scovill.  His  father  was  an  industrious  and  successful  tarmer. 
and  died  July  5,  1809,  aged  66  years.  His  eldest  sister  by  the  same 
mother  married  Thomas  J.  Davies  of  Watertown,  aftewards  of  Sr.  Law- 
rence County,  N.  Y.,  who  were  the  parents  of  the  first  wife  of  die  late 
William  H.  Scovill  of  AVaterbury.  His  next  younger  brother,  John,  re- 
ceived a  liberal  education,  was  a  man  of  brilliant  parts,  studied  the  pro- 
fession of  law,  which  he  had  not  health  to  pursue,  and  dieil  at  his 
father's  house  in  1806,  aged  31. 

Ebenezer  worked  on  the  farm  till  he  was  twenty  years  of  age,  it  bein-:^ 
the  intention  of  his  father  that  he  should  be  the  farmer  of  the  family. 
At  this  time,  however,  he  changed  his  purpose.  He  desired  to  acquire 
an  education  and  to  enter  the  legal  profession,  his  brother  John,  at  that 
period,  expecting  to  become  a  minister.  His  parents  did  not  oppose  his 
wishes,  and  after  the  farm  work  of  the  season  was  over,  in  the  fall  of 
1792,  he  went  to  Cheshire  and  began  his  classical  studies  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Rev.  John  Foot,  the  Congregational  minister  of  that  tov/n, 
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vv  ith  a  vie\7  of  joining  the  sophomore  or  junior  class  of  college  For 
nearly  two  years  he  devoted  his  time  to  these  studies,  and  to  teaching 
school  for  the  purpose  of  paying  expenses.  Finding  it  required  a  large 
share  of  his  time  to  earn  the  means  of  support,  and  that  a  regular  col- 
lege course  would  delay,  for  several  years,  the  period  of  his  entering  the 
profession,  he  concluded  to  abandon  the  studies  he  was  then  pursuing, 
and  to  enter  at  once  his  chosen  pursuit.  Accordingly,  he  joined  the 
celebrated  law  school  in  Litchfield,  then  under  the  charge  of  the  Hon, 
Tapping  Reeve,  with  which  he  was  connected  two  years,  though  he  svas 
obliged  still  to  devote  a  part  of  his  time  to  school -keeping.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1796,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and 
removed  to  Lansingburgh,  Rensselaer  Co.,  N.  Y.  In  the  ensuing  Feb- 
ruary he  sold  the  land  which  his  father  had  given  him  on  reaching  his 
majority,  and  which  he  had  reserved  for  an  emergency,  and  devoted  the 
proceeds  to  the  purchase  of  an  outtit  for  professional  life. 

After  the  study  of  a  few  months,  or  in  Nov.  1797,  he  was  admitted 
to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Rensselaer  County,  and  soon  after  to 
the  other  and  higher  courts  of  the  State.  "  A  strong  constitution,  a 
large  and  vigorous  frame,  a  full  and  manly  voice,  a  mature  intellect,  a 
ready  and  rough  wit,  together  with  uncommon  self-reliance,  fitted  him 
for  success  in  the  profession  he  had  chosen,"  and  he  obtained  it  at  once. 
He  early  acquired  the  confidence  of  the  old  Republican  party  of  his 
adopted  State,  and  became  an  active  and  influential  member  of  it.  In 
consequence  of  the  friendship  and  intimacy  which  existed  between  him. 
and  the  late  Chief  Justice  Spencer,  the  ruling  spirit  of  the  party  at  that 
day,  his  political  opponents  used  to  call  him Spencer's  Foote."  As 
early  as  1801,  Mr.  Foote  had  acquired  considerable  reputation  in  his 
profession,  and  attracted  the  notice  and  obtained  the  friendship  of  Gov. 
George  Clinton.  So  high  an  estimate  did  the  Governor  put  on  his  tal- 
ents and  worth,  that  in  August  of  the  year  named  he  caused  him  to  be 
appointed  assistant  attorney-general  for  the  district  comprehending  the 
counties  of  Rensselaer,  Columbia  and  Greene.  The  duties  of  this  otiice, 
requiring  high  professional  talents,  Mr.  Foote  discharged  for  several 
years,  and  with  entire  satisfaction  to  the  public. 

In  process  of  time,  Mr.  Foote  removed  to  Troy,  the  shire  town  of  the 
county,  and  more  advantageously  situated  for  business  than  Lansing- 
burgh.  Soon  after  his  change  of  residence,  he  entered  into  copartner- 
ship with  John  Bird,  Esq.,  which  lasted  for  several  years.  The  early 
death  of  Mr.  Bird,  a  gentleman  of  brilliant  intellect  and  finished  sehoiar- 
sliip,  dissolved  it.  After  that,  Mr.  Foote  pursued  his  profession  alone  for 
Horae  time;  but,  finding  that  his  extensive  practice  in  the  courts  render- 
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ed  it  impossible  to  give  the  requisite  attention  to  the  attorney's  Ltisiness 
in  the  office,  he  formed  a  new  connection.  Tiienceforth,  he  acted  as 
counselor  and  advocate,  his  partner  staying  in  the  office  performing  the 
duties  of  attorney  and  solicitor.  They  did  a  large  and  very  prosperous 
business.  In  1808,  however,  the  partnership  was  dissolved,  and  Mr. 
Foote  removed  to  Albany,  the  capital  of  the  State,  on  account  of  the 
greater  facilities  it  afforded  for  the  practice  of  his  profession.  There  he 
continued  till  his  death,  having  generally  a  junior  partner  in  his  office. 
During  this  period,  he  took  an  active  part  in  politics,  and  was  an  ardent 
and  able  supporter  of  the  principles  of  his  party.  He  wrote  for  the 
press,  and  his  influence  as  a  politician  kept  pace  with  Ids  professional 
reputation.  On  one  occasion,  he  was  a  prominent  candidate  for  Uuited 
States  Senator,  with  a  prospect  of  election;  but  his  friends  did  not  suc- 
ceed in  their  object. 

In  July,  1814,  Mr.  Foote  attended  the  Circuit  Court  of  Eensselaer 
County,  held  in  Troy,  and  was  engaged  in  several  important  trials.  His 
temperament  was  ardent  and  the  weather  unusually  warm.  A  bilious 
fever  came  on,  perhaps  as  the  consequence  of  over-exertion.  lie  return- 
ed home,  obtained  medical  aid,  and  nothing  serious  was  apprehended 
for  several  days.  But  on  the  fourth  or  fifth  day  of  his  illness,  the  dis- 
ease began  to  assume  an  alarming  aspect.  It  terminated  fatally,  after  a 
violent  and  painful  struggle,  which  his  robust  constitution  maintained  for 
hours,  on  the  21st  of  the  month  and  twelfih  day  of  his  sickness. 

Mr.  Foote  was  a  large  man,  full  six  feet  in  height,  with  a  well  torraed, 
muscular  and  roanly  frame  and  a  good  constitution. 

Mr.  Foote  had  a  strong  and  active  mind,  and  "  had  he  enjoyed  the 
advantages  of  an  early  and  thorough  education,  would  have  had  tew 
equals  in  this  country.  As  he  was,  he  had  no  superiors  in  the  State  of 
his  adoption  in  those  contests  at  the  bar  where  ready  wit,  strong  and 
discriminating  judgment,  powerful  reasoning  and  great  intellectual  re- 
sources were  essential  to  success.  He  excelled  particularly  in  trials  be- 
fore juries.  He  wrote  as  he  spoke,  with  vigor  and  wit,  but  without  the 
elegance  or  polish  of  a  ^ini^hed  scholar.  A  brief  notice  like  the  present 
will  not  permit  a  reference  to  any  of  the  important  causes  in  which  he 
was  engaged,  nor  extracts  from  his  speeches,  many  of  which  were  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers  and  pamphlets  of  the  day,  nor  even  a  recital  of 
the  many  anecdotes  told  of  him,  but  which  show  the  force  and  brilliancy 
of  his  unpolished  but  exhaustless  and  spicy  wit." 

Mr.  Foote  had  a  warm  and  generous  heart,  and  was  more  ready  to 
help  his  relations  and  friends  than  provide  for  hitnself.  He  was  liberal 
to  a  fault.    He  contributed  freely  in  aid  of  his  brother,  Samuel  Alfred^ 
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in  obtaining  an  education  ;  and  though  the  latter  afterwards  repaid  his 
advances  with  interest,  they  were  not  made  with  the  expectation  of  any 
return. 

Mr.  Foote's  name  deserves  to  be  mentioned  in  connection  with  the 
Albany  Female  Academy,  which  has  long  been  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant institutions  of  the  kind  in  this  country.  It  was  established  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1S14,  under  the  name  of  "  Union  School  in  Montgomery  street." 
Mr.  Foole  started  the  project  and  obtained  most  of  the  subscriptions.* 

REV.  LUTHER  HaKT, 

The  son  of  David  and  Hannah  (Hudson)  Hart,  was  born  in  Goshen, 
Conn.,  July  27,  1783.  His  parents  were  persons  of  worth  and  resjtect- 
abilily,  and  his  mother  a  woman  of  a  superior  mind,  descended  from  a 
family  of  Long  Lsland.  In  childhood,  he  was  distinguished  for  his  fond- 
ness of  books,  his  facility  of  learning  and  his  love  of  music.  In  his 
sixteenth  year,  he  became  religious,  joined  the  church  in  Torrington, 
where  the  family  then  resided,  and  felt  a  desire  to  enter  the  ministry. 
The  expense,  however,  w^as  an  etYectual  barrier  to  his  desires ;  and  he 
remained,  contentedly,  at  home,  and  learned  of  his  father  the  trade  of  a 
house-carpenter.  In  the  mean  time,  he  became  familiar  with  the  rudi- 
ments of  an  English  education,  and  obtained  an  intimate  knowleuire  of 
men  and  things — of  hum.an  nature,  as  seen  in  the  affairs  of  common  life 
—of  which  clergymen,  as  a  class,  are  lamentably  deficient.  His  trade 
he  never  forgot.  He  continued  to  exercise  his  skill  as  a  worker  in  wood 
through  life— during  his  early  and  preparatory  studies,  for  the  profit,  and 
at  a  later  period,  for  exercise  and  recreation.  Only  a  few  months  before 
his  death,  he  put  his  house  in  complete  repair,  making  several  alterations 
to  add  to  its  convenience,  and  doing  the  work  mostly  with  his  own 
hands.f 

Late  in  1802,  or  early  in  1803,  Mr.  Hart  commenced  a  course  of 
study  preparatory  for  college,  under  the  direction  of  his  pastor.  Rev. 
Alexander  Gillet ;  and  in  September  of  the  latter  year,  became  a  mem- 
ber of  Yale  College.  He  at  once  took  a  high  rank  as  a  scholar ;  and 
at  his  graduation  in  1807,  received  one  of  the  highest  honors  of  the  in- 
stitution, having  the  appointment  of  orator.  The  succeeding  year,  he 
spent  in  Litchfield,  South  Farms,  as  teacher  of  the  Academy,  and  then 
commenced  his  theological  studies  with  the  Rev.  Dr.  Porter  of  AVash- 


*  For  the  materials  of  thii  sketch,  I  am  indebted  to  a  bioeraphical  notice  in  Goodwin's  Gene- 
alogy of  the  Foote  Family. 

t  See  a  sketch  of  the  Life  and  Character  of  the  Rev.  Luther  Hart,  in  the  Quarterly  Christian 
Spectator  for  September,  1S34,  which  I  haye  used  freely  in  the  preparation  of  this  notice. 
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ington,  Conn.  Soon  after,  however,  he  Avent  to  the  seminary  at  Ando- 
ver,  Mass.,  finished  his  preparatory  course,  and  was  of  the  first  chiss  of 
its  graduates.  A  short  interval  passed,  and  he  was  invited  to  preach 
in  Plymouth,  where  he  was  ordained  and  installed  over  the  Congrega- 
tional church  and  society  in  September,  1810,  and  where  he  remained 
till  his  death.  The  society  was  somewhat  distracted,  at  the  time,  in 
consequence  of  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  merits  of  difl'erent  can- 
didates ;  but  all  became  united  and  harmonious,  in  a  short  period, 
under  his  ministry.  The  year  after  his  settlement,  he  married  Minerva, 
the  only  daughter  of  Gen.  Daniel  and  Martha  (Humaston)  Potter.  She 
still  survives. 

The  following  extract  from  the  article  in  the  Christian  Spectator  de- 
scribes graphically  some  of  Mr.  Hart's  characteristic  traits  : 

Together  with  rich  and  various  learnioir,  and  habits  strictly  intellectual,  he 
had  an  uncommon  measure  of  native  sagacity — a  kind  of  intuitive  discernment  of 
character — and  quick  sense  of  propriety.  He  had  also  a  lovely  temper  and  a 
warm  and  generous  heart.  He  called  himself  impetuous — he  was  really  ardent — 
yet  his  self-government,  for  aught  that  appeared,  was  uniform  and  complete.  The 
quality,  however,  which,  more  than  almost  any  other,  was  prominent  in  him,  and 
will  most  readily  suggest  itself  to  his  acquaintances,  with  the  mention  of  his  name, 
was  his  sprightliness  of  fancy,  his  aptness  for  pleasant  and  humorous  associations, 
and  delicately  keen  and  pithy  satire.  At  the  same  time,  he  was  not  found  in  this 
respect,  either  transgressing  the  law  of  kindness,  or  sinking  the  dignity  of  the 
Christian  or  ministerial  character.  One  would  be  often  struck  with  the  rapid  and 
easy  manner  in  which  he  would  glide  away  from  the  happiest  sallies  of  pleasant- 
ry into  the  most  serious  and  tender  strain  of  religious  remark.  There  was  often, 
too,  a  meaning  in  his  tones  and  modulations  of  voice,  in  the  cast  of  hi>  eye,  and 
the  entire  expression  of  his  countenance,  which  words  could  not  convey.  In 
general  it  may  be  said  of  him,  tiutt  his  good  sense,  his  pleasant  wit.  his  fund  of 
knowledge,  his  openness  and  benignity  of  heart,  and  his  unatfected  and  consistent 
piety,  made  him  a  most  engaging  friend  and  companion,  and  his  house  an  ever- 
loved,  as  it  was  an  ever-welcome  resort.  One  who  was  his  companion  in  youth, 
and  more  intimately  conversant  with  him  in  professional  life  than  almost  any 
other,  has  said  of  him — *'  I  always  found  it  impossible  to  be  long  with  i.ira,  with- 
out feeling  myself  to  be  in  the  presence  of  a  great  and  good  man  ;  and  yet  with 
his  friends,  as  Is  wtdl  known,  he  often  manifested  the  playfulness  and  .-iiviplicity  of 
a  child."* 

Mr.  Hart  was  an  interesting  and  able  preacher.  Few  in  the  part  of 
the  State  in  which  he  lived  were  so  generally  acceptable.  The  writer  well 
remembers  the  lively  pleasure  with  which  his  presence  used  to  be  greet- 
ed in  the  pulpit  of  his  own  parish,  thirty -five  years  ago.  He  would  fix  the 
attention  of  all  classes — a  certain  evidence  of  talent — and  would  utter 
sentences  which  penetrated  the  mind  and  burned  in  the  heart.    At  the 
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same  time,  he  was  dignified  and  decorous,  resorting-  to  no  stratagems, 
practicing  no  deception.  His  sermons  were  thoroiio-lily  studied,  but  in 
the  latter  part  of  his  lite,  not  written  at  length.  They  were  original 
in  thought,  compact  and  clear  in  argument,  nervous  in  expression  and 
simple  in  languaii'e. 

In  conversation,  Mr.  Ilart  was  lively,  easy  and  familiar,  with  an 
abundant  flow  of  spirits,  putting  those  in  his  company  in  the  same  frame 
of  mind.  His  sallies  of  wit,  his  pleasantries,  his  piquancy  and  original- 
ity, his  homely  and  often  quaint  expressions,  combined  with  his 
artlessness  and  kindness  of  manner,  made  his  society  exceedingly 
agreeable. 

In  the  year  1818,  Mr.  Hart  was  associated  with  Dr.  Tyier,  Dr.  Tay- 
lor, Professor  Goodrich  and  one  or  two  others,  as  a  committee  for  the 
publication  of  certain  doctrinal  tracts.  He  wrote  the  third  of  tlie  series, 
a  tract  of  forty-three  pnges,  entitled,  Plain  Reasons  for  relying  on 
Presbyterian  Ordination,"  in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  of  which  one  compe- 
tent to  judge,  remarks — "  We  doubt  whether  the  language  affords  a 
better  manual  for  common  Christians,  on  this  much  agitated  subject." 
This  enterprise  led,  in  another  year,  to  the  establishment  of  the  Christ- 
ian Spectator,  to  some  of  the  early  volumes  of  which  he  was  an  import- 
ant contributor.  ^Yhen  this  periodical,  a  few  years  later,  became  the 
Quarterly  Christian  Spectator,  he  continued  his  connection  with  it,  and 
furnished  for  it  several  able  and  interesting  articles.  For  the  June  num- 
ber of  1830,  he  prepared  the  "  Review  on  the  Early  history  of  the  Con- 
gregational Churches  in  New  England  "  In  the  next  number,  appeared 
his  review  of  Bellamy,  entitled  '"Review  of  True  Religion  I^elineated." 
In  June,  1833,  he  furnished  the  paper  called  "  Viesv  of  the  Religious 
Declension  in  New  England  during  the  latter  half  of  the  Eighteenth 
Century  ;"  and  in  September  of  the  same  year,  the  article  on  the  "  Char- 
acter and  Writings  of  Dr.  Strong,"  These  four  articles,  making  over 
one  hundred  pnges,  are  consecutive  portions  of  a  complete  history  of 
the  religious  declensions  and  revivals  in  New  England  during  the  eight- 
eenth century,  and  present,  it  has  been  said,  a  more  clear  and  authentic, 
and  more  comprehensive  and  complete  account  than  is  to  be  found  else- 
where in  the  same  compass.  The  whole  was  the  result  of  a  veiy 
laborious  and  thorough  investigation, 

Mr.  Hart  v>-a3  a  Fellow  of  Yale  College,  and  died,  leaving  no  child- 
ren. April  25,  1834.  His  funeral  was  attended,  on  the  28th,  "amidst 
the  bursting  grief  of  a  large  concourse  of  ministers,  and  other  fiionds, 
from  the  a^ijoining  towns,  together  with  the  bereaved  church  and  people 
of  his  charge.    Few  persons  have  ever  witnessed  a  more  deep  and  gen- 
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eral  expression  of  sorrow,  than  ^Yas  manifested  by  that  pe<'pl9  when, 
for  the  last  time,  they  hung  upon  those  lips  that  were  to  speak  no 
more." 

DAVID  HOADLEY 

Was  the  second  son  of  Lemuel  and  Urania  (Mallory)  Iloadley,  and  was 
born  in  Waterbury  (old  society)  April  29,  1774.  lie  learned  the  trade 
of  house-carpenter,  and  soon  became  distinguished  as  a  builder.  He  was 
employed  upon  the  Congregational  meeting  house,  in  1795,  and  erected 
the  dwelling  of  the  late  Judge  Kingsbury.  He  afterwards  constructed 
a  Congregational  house  in  Milford.  The  reputation  he  thus  obtained 
was  the  occasion  of  his  being  invited  to  superintend  the  construction  of 
the  Xorth  Congregational  church  in  Xew^  Haven,  to  which  place  he 
removed  with  his  family,  in  1814.  He  afterwards  erected  the Don 
DeForest "  house  on  the  corner  of  Elm  and  Church  streets,  in  New 
Haven,  and  the  house  next  a<ljoining  on  the  west,  then  owned  by  Hon. 
Nathan  Smith.  He  also  built  the  Tontine,  so  called,  and  a  large  man- 
sion house  in  Middletown,  owned  by  Samuel  Paissel,  Esq. 

As  a  self  taught  architect,  Mr.  Hoadley  had  few  superiors.  He  broke 
down,  however,  while  still  in  the  vigor  of  manhood,  and  returned  to 
Waterbury  late  in  life  to  spend  the  remnant  of  his  days.  He  had  a 
sound  judgment,  a  well  balanced  mind,  a  generous  and  honest  heart, 
and  died  about  1840.  His  remains  were  deposited  in  the  old  burying 
yard,  over  which  a  monument  was  erected,  on  which  there  is  only  the 
brief  inscription  "  Hoadley."  His  widow,  Rachel  Hoadley,  died  at  the 
house  of  her  son-in  law,  John  C.  Palmer,  in  Hartford,  April  12,  1857, 
aged  77. 

CAPT.  REUBEN  HOLMES, 

Son  of  Israel  and  Sarah  (Judd)  Holmes,  was  born  at  Waterbury,  Feb. 
11th,  1798.  While  a  boy  he  was  distinguished  for  great  activity  of 
body  and  mind.  Few  of  his  youthful  companions  were  able  to  com- 
pete with  him,  either  in  his  studies  or  in  boyish  and  athletic  sports.  He 
entered  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  in  June,  1819.  He  sus- 
tained a  very  high  standing  there,  never  having  been  numbered  lower 
than  fourth  on  the  merit  roll  of  his  class  at  its  annual  examinations. 
He  was  assistant  professor  of  Drawing  one  year,  and  of  Mathematics 
one  year,  while  at  the  Academy;  and  when  he  gra<1uated  in  June,  1823, 
he  delivered  the  valedictory  address.  He  was  immediately  commis- 
sioned as  second  lieut.  in  the  6th  infantry  U.  S.  army,  and  ordered  to 
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join  his  regiment,  then  stationed  at  Council  Bluffs.  Tlie  route  lay  through 
the  lakes  to  Green  Bay;  thence  up  the  Fox  River,  and  down  the  Wis- 
consin to  the  Mississippi  River,  thence  across  the  country,  then  a 
wilderness,  to  Council  Bluffs.  On  the  Fox  River,  the  Indians  were  some- 
what troublesome.  One  niglit,  after  the  party  had  camped,  the  Lilians 
gathered  in  large  numbers  about  them  and  commenced  the  war  dance. 
The  men  were  terribly  frightened,  expecting  a  bloody  skirmish,  if  not  a 
general  massacre;  but  Holmes,  taking  a  sergeant  and  file  of  men,  start- 
ed for  their  camp.  He  left  the  men  a  short  distance  in  the  rear,  out  of 
sight,  with  orders  to  come  up  if  any  difficulty  ensued,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  chief  and  demanded  the  reason  of  their  dancing  the  war 
dance.  The  chief  answered  in  a  insolent  strain,  when  Holmes  caught 
the  chiefs  rifle  and  tried  to  discliarge  it.  The  savage  seized  him,  but 
Holmes  discharged  the  rifle,  and  after  a  short  scuffle,  tied  the  savage's 
hands  behind  him,  and  returned  to  his  men  with  his  prisoner.  The 
cowardly  soldiers  had  not  dared  to  show  themselves.  The  Indians 
were  then  informed  that  anv  hostile  demonstration  would  be  followed 
by  the  immediate  death  of  their  chief.  There  was  no  more  trouble 
from  the  Indians  on  this  route.  When  crossing  the  country  from  the 
Mississippi  to  the  Missouri  River,  the  party  lost  the  trail,  wandered 
about  until  out  of  provisions,  and  were  compelled  to  eat  their  dogs. 
After  enduring  all  the  hardships  incident  to  such  a  situation,  they  finally 
reached  the  fort  at  Council  Bluft's. 

Lieut.  Holmes  was  stationed  at  Council  Bluffs  for  four  years.  Mean- 
time the  Indians  on  the  Yellow  Stone  were  threatening  hostilities,  and 
Gen.  Atkinson  with  a  body  of  troops  was  sent  up  the  river  to  quiet 
them.  On  this  trip.  Holmes  was  attached  to  the  corps  of  topographical 
engineers,  with  the  command  of  the  artillery.  Having  encountered  a 
large  body  of  hostile  Indians,  Holmes  with  three  others  was  detached  to 
hold  a  talk  with  them.  At  first  unarmed  Indians  met  them  in  council,  but 
soon  armed  Indians  gathered  around,  and  those  unarmed  began  to  drop 
off  and  returned  with  their  arms,  until  they  were  surrounded  by  four 
or  five  hundred  well  armed  savages.  The  General  now  learning  their 
situation  immediately  beat  to  arras.  This  made  their  situation  much 
more  critical ;  ?s  they  must  either  disobey  the  order  of  their  general 
and  run  the  risk  of  a  massacre  where  they  were,  or  proceed  through  a 
gang  of  armed  hostile  savages  with  no  means  of  defending  themselves 
if  attacked.  Holmes  decided  the  dilemma  instantly  ;  and  in  obedience 
to  orders,  deliberately  arose  and  walked  out  of  the  Council  ring,  not 
a  savage  laying  a  hand  on  him.  He  immediately  headed  his  artillery, 
but  Gen.  Atkinson  gave  orders  for  no  firing,  and  after  a  long  parley. 
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finally  concluded  a  treaty  with  tliem,  thus  consummating  the  object  of 
the  trip  without  bloodshed. 

On  returning  to  Council  Bluffs,  Holmes  was  transferred  to  the  com- 
missary department,  ^vhere  he  remained  until  the  Black  Hawk  war  broke 
out,  in  1852,  when  he  obtained  leave  of  absence  and  went  up  the  Missis- 
sippi River  with  the  troops  as  a  volunteer.  Soon  after  his  arrival  in  the 
enemy's  country,  he  was  elected  and  served  as  colonel  of  a  regiment 
of  Illinois  volunteers.  He  was  subsequently  appointed  one  of  Gen. 
Dodge's  aids,  by  ivhom  he  was  spoken  of  in  the  highest  terms.  Gen. 
Dodge  sent  him  down  the  river  for  supplies  for  the  army,  and  on  his 
return  on  the  steamboat  Warrior,  forty  mik'S  above  Prairie  Du  Chien, 
the  party  fell  in  wdth  the  savages,  with  wdiom  they  had  a  severe  con- 
flict. Holmes  was  the  senior  officer,  but  the  troops  were  under  the 
immediate  command  of  Lieut.  Kingsbury.  Their  little  force,  consisting 
of  fifteen  soldiers,  six  volunteers,  three  passengers,  two  discharged  sol- 
diers and  the  crew  of  the  steamboat,  had  to  contend  with  at  lea^t  three 
hundred  Indians.  After  the  Indians  had  had  twenty-five  killed  and 
more  than  fifty  wounded,  they  retreated.  The  battle  lasted  two  hours. 
Gen.  Atkinson,  in  his  official  despatch  to  Gen.  Scott,  made  honorable 
mention  of  Holmes  for  his  conduct  in  the  atrair. 

On  his  return  from  this  expedition,  Holmes  was  immediately  promo- 
ted to  a  captaincy  in  the  dragoon  service,  when  he  went  to  Louisville, 
opened  a  recruiting  office,  and  raised  a  company  of  dracroons. 
While  in  Louisville,  he  was  attacked  with  cholera,  but  after  a  partial 
recovery,  he  took  his  company  to  Jefferson  Barracks,  ten  miles  from  St. 
Louis.    Here  he  had  a  relapse,  and  died  Nov.  4th,  1833. 

Capt.  Holmes  was  a  man  of  undoubted  genius  ;  bold,  enterprising  and 
chivalrously  brave.  Had  he  lived,  he  would  have  acquired  a  brilliant 
reputation.  He  was  buried  in  St.  Louis,  "and  there  awaits  the  last 
review."    A  monument  was  erected  by  his  "companions  in  arms.'' 

REV.  SAMUEL  HOLKIXS 

Was  the  fifth  son  of  John  Hopkins,  the  miller,  and  was  born  in  1G93. 
He  was  graduated  at  Yale  College,  in  1718,  and  was  ordained  at  West 
Springfield,  Mass.,  June  1,  1720,  being  the  second  minister  of  that 
town.  His  wife  was  Esther  Edwards,  a  sister  of  President  Edwards,  a 
woman  of  superior  intellect  and  great  moral  excellence,  whom  he 
married,  June  28,  1727,  and  by  whom  he  had  four  children.  One  of 
these  was  Dr.  Samuel  Hopkins,  a  distinguished  clergyman,  who  was  the 
minister  of  Hadley  from  1755  to  1811.    A  daughter,  Hannah,  married 
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Jan.  10,  1759,  John  Worlliington,  LL.  D.,  an  eminent  lawyer  of 
Springfield,  Their  daughter  married  Fisher  Ames,  the  orator  and 
statesman. 

Mr.  Hopkins  is  spoken  of  as  a  prudent,  benevolent,  devout  man  and 
faithftd  minister.  Dr.  Sprague  says  of  him,  in  his  Annals  of  the 
American  I'ulpit,  "I  have  read  Mr.  Hopkins'  diary,  as  well  as  a  number 
of  his  manuscript  sermons ;  and  have  conversed  with  several  persons 
"Whose  early  years  were  spent  under  his  ministry  ;  and  from  all  I  have 
been  able  to  gather,  I  conclude  he  must  have  been  a  man  of  excellent 
judgment;  of  fine  moral  qualities;  an  evangelical  and  instructive,  but 
not  very  popular  preacher ;  a  faithful  pastor  ;  and  held  in  high  estima- 
tion by  his  brethren  in  the  D:)inistry,  and  by  the  community  at  large." 
He  must  have  been  an  industrious  man,  for  it  is  said  he  wrote  1500 
sermons.  In  1753,  he  publi>lied  a  small,  but  intere^-ting  and  vahiable 
book,  entitled  '*  Historical  Memoirs  relating  to  the  Housatunnuk  Indi- 
ans ;  or  an  account  of  the  methods  used  for  the  propagation  of  the 
Gospel  among  that  heathenish  tribe  under  the  ministry  of  the  Kev..  John 
Sergeant,"  tire,  k.Q.  These  Indians  were  Mobegans,  and  resided  in  the 
Housatonic  Valley,  chiefly  at  Stockbridge. 

SAMUEL  HOPKINS,  D.  D. 

Was  the  eldesi  son  of  Timothy  and  ^lary  (Judd)  Hopkins,  and  was  born 
on  the  old  Hopkins'  place,  Sept.  17,  172],  Coming  of  good  stock  on  both 
sides,  it  behooved  him  to  give  a  good  account  of  himself.  He  did  not  dis- 
appoint expectation.  In  his  Autobiography,  he  congratulated  hin:!self  for 
having  been  born  of  Christian  parents  and  that  his  ancestors,  on  both 
sides,  had  "been  proft-ssors  of  religion,  without  interruption,  during  the 
course  of  two  hundred  years  or  more  ;  and  many  of  them,  if  not  all, 
real  Christians''  At  the  time  of  his  birth,  bis  father  determined  to  give 
him  a  public  education,  and  to  make  a  minister  or  Sabbath-day  man  of 
him,  he  being  born  on  the  Sabbath.  Of  himself,  in  childhood,  he  re- 
marks in  his  xAutobiography  : 

I  have  considered  it  a  great  favor  of  God  that  I  was  born  and  educated  in  a 
religious  family,  and  among  a  people  in  a  country  town,  where  a  regard  lo  reli- 
gion and  morality  was  common  and  prevalent,  and  the  education  of  children  and 
youth  was  generally  practiced  in  sucli  a  degree  that  young  people  were  generally 
orderly  in  their  behavior,  and  abstained  from  those  open  vices  which  were  then 
too  common  in  seaport  and  populous  places.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  ever  heard 
a  profane  word  from  the  children  and' youth  with  whom  I  was  conver.-ant,  while  I 
lived  with  my  parents,  which  was  till  I  was  in  my  fifteenth  year.*    I  fro'n  my 


*  I  suspect  he  did  not  associate  much  with  the  boj-3  of  the  village  ;  or,  that  the  hoys  of  that 
day  were  a  good  deal  better  than  the  generations  which  followed  them. 
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youth  was  not  volatile  and  wild,  but  rather  of  a  sober  and  steady  make,  and  was 
not  guilty  of  external  irregularities,  such  as  disobedience  to  parents,  profanation  ol 
the  Sabbath,  lying,  foolish  jesting,  quarreling,  passion  and  anger,  or  rasli  and 
profone  words,  and  was  disposed  to  be  diligent  and  faithful  in  whatever  bu:^iness  I 
was  employed  ;  so  that  as  I  advanced  in  age,  I  gained  the  notice,  esteem  and 
respect  of  the  neighborhood. 

At  an  early  period  of  his  life,  young  Hopkins  manifested  no  particu- 
lar inclination  for  study,  lie  worked  on  his  father's  farm,  liked  the  oc- 
cupation, made  proficiency  and  was  contented.  At  the  age  of  fourteen, 
however,  his  mind  underwent  some  change.  Farm  work  became  less 
attractive,  and  learning  more  so.  His  father  perceived  this,  encouraged 
him  to  study,  and  told  him  he  might  go  to  college.  He  was  put  under 
the  care  of  the  Rev.  John  Graham  of  Woodbury,  and  in  September, 
1*737,  was  examined  and  admitted  a  member  of  Yale  College.  While 
thus  connected  he  made  a  public  profession  of  religion  in  Waterbury, 
and  embraced  the  Calvinisiic  doctrines.  He  led  a  retired,  sober  and 
studious  life,  and  had  the  name  of  being,  in  his  own  language,  '*  a  better 
scholar  than  the  bigger  half  of  the  members."  According  to  President 
Stiles,  he  was  "a  good  classical  scholar,  well  versed  in  logic,  metaphys- 
ics and  ethics,  and  in  rhetoric  and  oratory."  In  a  word,  "he  was  a  man 
of  splendor!"  Logic  was  the  most  important  college  study  in  those 
days,  and  in  this  Hopkins  particularly  excelled. 

While  Mr.  Hopkins  w^as  a  member  of  college,  Mr.  Whitfield  appear- 
ed in  New  Elaven,  and  in  October,  1740,  preached  to  crowded  assem- 
blies. Hopkins*  heard  him  "and  was  somewhat  impressed,"  and  "jus- 
tified hira  with  tliose  who  were  disposed  to  condemn  him."  Tl-e  next 
spring,  Gilbert  Tennant,  the  famous  itinerant,  made  his  appearance 
and  stayed  about  a  week,  preaching  seventeen  sermons.  He  wa^,  says 
Hopkins  in  his  Autobiography,  *'  a  remarkably  plain  and  rousinix  preach- 
er," "and  every  person  in  the  college  appeared  to  be  under  a  degree  of 
awakening  and  conviction."  Hopkins  admired  his  preaching,  thought 
him  the  greatest  and  best  man  he  had  ever  seen  or  heard,  and  deter- 
mined, when  he  should  leave  college,  to  go  and  live  with  lim  wherever 
he  might  be  found.  But,  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  September,  just  be- 
fore he  was  to  take  his  degree,  Jonathan  Edwards,  of  Northampton, 
(whose  sister  his  uncle  Samuel  had  married.)  visited  New  Haven,  and 
preached  his  celebrated  sermon  on  The  Trial  of  the  Spirits.  The  young 
man  heard  it,  and  such  was  the  effect  upon  him,  that  he  changed  his 
mind  in  respect  to  Mr.  Tennant,  and  resolved  to  go  and  reside  with  Mr. 
Edwards  when  he  should  have  an  opportunity. 

♦  Autobiography. 
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Immediately  after  leaving  college,  Mr.  Hopkins  returned  to  his  falher's 
in  Waterbury,  gloomy  and  dejected  in  mind,  and  lived  a  recluse. 
He  considered  himself  a  sinful  and  lost  creature,  and  spent  many  days 
in  fasting  and  prayer.  In  December,  (1741,)  being  furnished  with  a 
horse,  he  set  out  for  NorLham})ton,  "  an  utter  stranger,"  with  a  view  to 
live  with  Mr.  Edwards.  Mrs.  E.,  in  the  absence  of  her  husband,  receiv- 
ed him  kindly,  and  encouraged  him  to  think  he  could  spend  the  winter 
with  them.  Here,  after  a  period  of  despondency,  his  views  became 
clearer  and  m.ore  satisfactory.  He  pursued  his  theological  studies,  and 
after  a  period  of  four  months,  returned  to  his  father's,  and  received, 
April  29,  1742,  "  a  permit  to  go  forth  and  preach  the  gospel."  He 
preached  a  few  times  in  Waterbury  and  adjacent  towns,  and  returned 
once  more  to  Xorthampton.  Here,  he  continued  his  theological  studies 
with  Mr.  Edwards,  and  preached  for  him  occasionally.  Sometimes,  he 
officiated  in  neighboring  pulpits,  once  in  Westtield.  He  spent,  this 
time,  over  three  montlis  with  Mr.  Edwards,  having  the  benefit  of  the 
instructions  of  the  greatest  metaphysician  of  America. 

In  the  fall  of  1742.  Mr.  Hopkins  supplied  Mr.  Bellamy's  pulpit,  in 
Bethlem,  for  several  sabbaths,  while  the  latter  took  a  "preaching  tour" 
as  far  as  Philadelphia.  In  December,  he  accepted  an  invitation  to  preach 
in  Simsbury,  where  he  continued  till  May,  1743.  The  last  of  May  he  was 
again  in  Northampton,  where  he  opened  a  school,  and  at  the  same 
time  prosecuted  his  studies.  But  in  four  weeks  he  was  seized  with  a 
rheumatic  arfection,  and  felt  compelled  to  change  his  residence.  In  June^ 
he  began,  on  invitation,  to  labor  at  Housatonnoc,  then  a  parish  of  Sheffield, 
afterwards  (1761)  incorporated  as  a  town,  with  the  name  of  Great  Barring- 
ton.  In  August,  he  had  the  fever  and  ague,  and  the  pains  made  him 
think  of  the  everlasting  pains."  He  was  invited  to  settle,  being  offered  £f)0, 
lawful  money,  settlement,  and  £35  salary,  for  the  first  year,  and  an  annual 
increase  of  £l  each  year,  till  he  received  £45,*  He  accepted  the  offer  in 
November,  and  was  ordained  December  28,  1743.  His  parish  then 
contained  but  thirty  families,  several  of  them  Dutch,  and  was  situated  on 
the  frontiers  of  civilization — not  a  very  inviting  field,  one  would  think, 
for  the  display  of  the  kind  of  talent  which  Samuel  Hopkins  possessed. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Hopkins'  ordination,  (1 744,)  a  French  and  Indian  war 
broke  out,  and  the  western  frontier  towns  were  kept  in  a  state  of  almost 
perpetual  alarm.    He  took  much  interest  in  the  war,  shouldered  his 


*  Prof.  Park,  in  commc-ntin?  on  the  smallnesa  of  these  sums,  and  comparing  them  with  .^hat 
other  ministers  receiveii,  forgets  that  Hopkins  was  pa.\d  in  latr/ul  money,  wiiile  Mr.  Judd 
whotvi  the  comparison  is  made,  and  who  received  £130  per  annum,  (to  be  increased  ancuaUy 
£5,)  was  paid  in  old  tenor'  [bills],  a  much  depreciated  currency. 
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musket  and  joined  scouting  parties,  in  cases  of  emergency  ;  and  in  his 
correspondence,  sometimes  bandied  severely  the  conduct  of  the  govern- 
ment and  the  military.  In  December,  1744,  he  received  thcMievrs  of  the 
violent  illness  of  his  mother.  He  started  for  Waterbury  about  noon, 
and  ^ini^hed  his  journey  at  bed  time.  Ilis  mother  died  next  day,  Dec. 
5,  1744,  and  was  buried  on  the  day  following.  After  the  funeral,  Mr. 
Leavenworth  preached  a  discourse  on  the  duty  of  resignation  to  God's 
will,  from  2  Kings,  IV,  26.  A  few  days  later,  Dec.  9th,  a  "young 
brother,'*  aged  three  weeks,  died.  Four  years  afterwards  the  father  was 
taken  ill,  and  the  son  was  again  summoned  to  his  house  to  wimess  the 
closing  scene,  which  happened  Feb.  5,  1749.  Samuel  was  the  executor. 
Upon  him  devolved  the  care  and  education  of  his  three  youno-est  brothers, 
James,  Daniel  and  Mark.  The  two  first,  the  father  had  provided  wiih 
a  farm  and  tools  of  husbandry,  designing  they  should  be  farmers.  But 
they  became  discouraged,  when  their  brother  Samuel  sold  the  farm  and 
undertook  to  educate  the  three,  taking  them  all  to  his  house.  James 
made  great  proficiency  and  entered  Yale  College.  "He  was  a  promis- 
ing young  man,  much  esteemed,  especially  by  his  classmates."  But  be- 
fore the  close  of  his  first  year,  he  sickened  of  a  fever  and  died  in  New 
Haven.  In  three  years  more,  two  sisters,  Hannah  Upson  and  Sarah 
Clark,  were  removed  by  death. 

Mr.  Hopkins  continued  the  minister  of  Great  Barrington,  under  the 
most  aggravated  discouracrements,  for  many  years.  The  Indian  wars, 
the  smallness  and  poverty  of  his  parish,  hi.<  meagre  support  and  the  op- 
position he  met  with,  would  have  made  almost  any  other  man  discon- 
tented. His  high  tone^i  Calvinism  was  distasteful  to  many.  He  oj'pos- 
ed  the  "half  way  covt-nant  "  system,  and  gave  offense  by  the  terms  of 
church  communion  which  he  enforced.  Many  "  unconverted  ■'  persons, 
particularly  among  the  Dutch,  wanted  their  children  baptized  ;  and 
when  he  refused  lo  adniinister  the  rite,  an  Episcopal  mini>ter  was  invit- 
ed to  do  it,  and  an  Episcopal  society  was  established.  When  the  troub!es 
with  the  mother  country  commenced,  he  espoused  the  cause  of  the 
colonists  and  became  a  warm  Whig.  His  course  was  viewed  with  disap- 
probation by  the  Tories,  who  were  numerous  in  the  town  and  some- 
times in  a  majority.  They  threatened  to  stop  his  salary,  and  if  possiblt, 
to  drive  him  out  of  town.  His  church  adhered  to  him,  and  adopted 
various  expedients,  without  success,  to  raise  his  salary.  At  length,  as 
his  usefulness  seemed  to  be  at  an  end,  they  united  with  him  in 
calling  a  council  to  decide  the  question  of  his  continuance  among  them. 
A  decision  was  made,  an<]  the  connection  which  had  lasted  twenty-five 
years  between  a  desponding  pastor  and  an  atBicted  people  was  dissolved, 
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Jan.  ]S,  1769.  Lono:  afterwards,  on  lookini?  back  to  tlie  distracted  con- 
dition  in  -which  his  parish  was  left, — their  divisions  and  destitution  for 
many  years — he  feared  he  did  wrong  to  leave  them.  lie  might,  he  said, 
have  given  up  study  and  supported  himself  by  laboring  on  his  farm,  and 
at  the  same  time,  preached  to  his  people,  "  after  a  sort,"  without  com- 
pensation. Nothing  better  illustrates  the  simplicity  of  his  character,  his 
honesty  and  self-denying  nature,  than  these  reflections.  At  this  dis- 
tance of  time  and  place,  it  would  seem  obvious  enough  that  the  evils 
which  Hopkins  deplored  were  not  of  a  sort  to  be  removed  by  his  minis- 
trations. 

Our  theologian  was  not  fortunate  in  his  early  matrimonial  enterprises. 
An  engagement  which  he  formed  at  Northampton  was  broken  off  with- 
out any  fault  of  his."  Another,  made  in  Great  Barrington,  terminated 
in  the  same  way,  the  young;  lady,  "  rather  of  a  belle  "  in  the  place,  and 
of  a  bright  intellect,  preferring,  at  the  critical  time,  another  lover.  Tliis, 
he  said,  "  was  a  trial,  a  very  great  trial  ;"  but  he  was,  as  usual,  resiirned. 
At  length,  however,  he  conquered  adversity,  and  married,  Jan.  13,  174S, 
Joanna,  daughter  of  Moses  IngersoU  of  Great  Barrington.  She  is  de- 
scribed as  delicate  in  her  person,  sprightly,  intelligent,  of  much  decision 
of  character;  but  of  a  consumptive  tendency  and  a  great  sufferer  from 
ill  health  after  marriage.  About  178G,  she  w^as  afflicted  with  temporary 
insanity,  and  died  Aug.  21,  ITO^J,  aged  67.  She  was  the  mother  of 
eio^ht  children,  all  born  in  Great  Barrino-ton.  The  eldest  son  was  (.len- 
eral  David  Hopkins,  an  influential  and  wealthy  man  who  lived  near 
Baltimore,  Md.,  and  died  leaving  several  children.  The  second  son, 
Moses,  was  a  magistrate  and  f^irmer  in  Great  Barrington,  eminent  for 
his  strength  of  mind  and  sterling  virtue.  He  was  County  register,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  8-I-,  having  had  nine  children.  The  third,  Levi,  lived 
and  died  in  Virginia,  leaving  six  children.  The  fourth,  Samuel,  was  a 
thrifty  farmer,  resided  on  the  homestead  in  Great  Barrington,  and  left 
three  children.  The  tifth,  Daniel,  died  in  Maryland,  in  17SS,  aged  24. 
The  eldest  daughter,  Elizabeth,  was  an  accomplished  lady,  married  Dr 
John  Sibley,  an  eminent  surgeon  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  died 
at  Fayetteville,  N".  C,  in  1790,  leaving  two  sons.  The  second,  was  Mrs, 
Joanna  Fisher  of  Medway,  Mass.,  who  died  in  1780,  leaving  one  daugh- 
ter. The  third,  Ilhoda,  married  Capt.  John  Anthony  of  Newport,  and 
died  1792,  aged  26,  leaving  one  child. 

Mr.  Hopkins'  second  wife  was  Elizabeth  West,  principal  of  a  celebra- 
ted boarding  school  for  females  in  Newport,  a  woman  of  rare  etidow- 
ments,  to  whom  he  was  married,  Sept.  14,  1794.  She  died  in  Taunton, 
Mass.,  April  9,  1814,  aged  75. 


404 


HISTORY  OF  WATERBUEY. 


After  Mr.  Hopkins'  disraission,  he  preached  for  a  time  in  Canaan, 
distant  twelve  miles,  while  he  spent  the  week  days  at  home,  preparing 
a  book  for  publication.  In  the  April  and  May  which  followed,  (1769.) 
he  officiated  several  sabbaths  at  the  Old  South  church,  Boston.  Thence 
he  was  invited  to  go  to  Topsham,  Maine,  where  he  preached  till  July,  and 
was  requested  to  remain  longer;  but  concluded  to  accept  an  invitation 
to  go  to  Newport,  R.  L,  where  he  arrived,  July  21st.  He  preached  five 
sabbaths,  and  by  a  major  vote  received  a  call  to  settle  over  the  First 
Congregational  church  and  society.  Tie  then  went  home  to  ponder 
and  decide  the  question  ;  and  after  several  weeks  returned,  determined 
to  accept.  But  the  people  had  changed  their  minds,  owing  partly  to 
"a  sarcastic  pamphlet,"  which  had  been  circulated  against  him,  in  his 
absence.  A  committee  of  the  church  requested  him  to  withhold  his 
answer  till  the  opposition  should  subside.  A  meeting  of  the  congrega- 
tion was  held,  and  a  vote  was  passed  (thirty-six  to  thirty-three)  that 
they  did  not  want  his  services.  lie  was  again  resii^ned,  and  made  pre- 
parations to  leave.  On  the  I  8th  day  of  March,  1770,  he  preached  bis 
farewell  discourse.  This  wrought  a  change.  His  enemies  were  subdued 
— adversity  was  once  more  conquered.  "It  is  all  wonderful,"  he  writes 
in  his  journal.  "  The  walls  of  Jerico  are  fallen  down  by  the  blowing  of 
ram's  horns."  The  congregation  again  met,  and  the  call  was  renewed 
by  an  almost  unanimous  vote — such  was  the  etiect,  under  favoring  cir- 
cumstances, of  the  simple,  homely  eloquence  of  Samuel  Hopkins.  He 
was  installed,  April  11,  1770,  Dr.  (afterwards  President)  Stiles  preach- 
ing the  installation  sermon.  His  congregation  then  consisted  of  I'So 
families,  and  his  church  of  70  members,  20  of  them  males. 

Newport,  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Hopkins'  settlenient,  was,  in  the  numbers 
of  its  people,  the  second  town  in  New  England,  and  more  populous  than 
it  is  now.  It  was  a  place  of  wealth,  fashion  and  refinement,  where  the 
rough  strength  of  Hopkins,  one  would  suppose,  could  hardly  make 
amends  for  his  unattractive  manner.  He,  however,  spent  several  years 
there  in  successful  and  pleasant  labor.  It  was  "  the  sunniest  period  of 
his  ministerial  life."  At  length,  however,  the  Ptcvolution  came.  The 
British  troops,  under  Gen.  Clinton  and  Lord  Percy,  took  posses.sion  of 
the  town,  in  Dec.  177G.  Hopkins  remained  till  the  last  moment  and 
then  fled.  He  had  two  years  before  sent  his  family  to  Great  Barring- 
ton.  The  four  years  which  followed,  he  labored  in  ^Massachusetts  and 
Connecticut.  He  spent  the  summer  of  1777  in  Newburyport,  preach- 
ing to  the  Federal  Street  congregation.  In  the  winter  of  1777-8,  he 
was  in  Canterbury.  Conn.;  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  1778  in  Stam- 
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ford;  and  afterwards  till  the  spring  of  \1S0,  in  Xortli  Stamford,  then  a 
missionary  field. 

Mr.  Hopkins  returned  to  Newport,  now  a  scene  of  desolation,  in  the 
spring  of  1780.  His  meeting  house  had  been  used  as  a  barrack  and 
hospital  by  the  invaders.  The  pulpit  and  pews  had  been  broken  up, 
the  windows  demolished  and  the  bell  carried  off.  His  congregation  was 
scattered.  Those  that  were  left  were  a  mere  handful  and  much  impov- 
erished ;  and  yet,  he  resolved  to  remain  without  a  hope  of  a  salary.  lie 
preached  first  ia  a  private  house,  and  then  in  the  Sabbatarian  meeting 
house.  Soon  he  received  a  call  to  settle  in  Middleborough,  Mass.,  wiih 
the  promise  of  a  handsome  support,  but  he  declined  to  go.  lie  prefer- 
red to  labor  in  penury  with  his  dear  people.  Ilis  congregation  did  not 
become  again  prosperous.    He  died  poor. 

In  1790,  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  was  conferred  on  ^Ir.  Hop-, 
kins  by  Brown  University.  On  the  10th  of  January,  1799,  lie  ha<.l  a 
paralytic  attack  of  the  right  side,  which  aftected  his  speech,  but  did  not 
seem  to  disturb  his  mental  faculties.  He  so  far  recovered  as  to  be  able 
to  resume  his  labors.  His  last  sermon  was  preached  Oct.  16th,  1S03, 
during  a  revival  in  his  congregation.  After  its  delivery  and  his  return 
to  his  dwelling,  he  remarked,  with  a  wearied  look,  to  his  granddaughter, 
"  Xow  I  have  done  ;  lean  preach  no  more."  Soon  afterwards,  he  was 
seized  with  an  apoplectic  fit.  Consciousness  returned  in  a  few  hours,  but 
he  gradually  sunk  and  died,  December  20th,  1803.  Dr.  Levi  llavi  of 
Preston,  Conn.,  according  to  a  previous  agreement  with  the  deceased, 
preached  the  funeral  sermon,  which  was  published. 

Dr.  Hopkins'  first  published  work  was  in  1759.  It  was  a  pamphlet, 
and  entitled — '*  Sin,  through  Divine  Interposition,  an  advantage  to  the 
Universe,  and  vet  this  no  Excuse  for  Sin  or  Encourao-ement  to  it;  illus- 
trated  and  proved ;  and  God's  Wisdom  and  Holiness  in  the  Permission 
of  Sin;  and  that  his  Will  herein  is  the  same  as  his  revealed  Wili, 
shown  and  confirmed  ;  in  three  Sermons,  from  liom.  HI,  5,  6,  7,  8, 
By  Samuel  Hopkins,  A.  M.,  Minister  of  the  Gospel  at  Shefiield.^'  These 
sermons  were  reprinted  in  Boston  in  1773,  and  about  the  same  time,  in 
Edinburgh,  Scotland.  They  awakened  much  opposition.  Some  were 
so  shocked  at  the  title  that  they  refused  to  read  beyond  it.  No  public 
attempt  was  made  to  refute  the  doctrines  maintained. 

Our  author's  next  volume  was  controversial,  the  first  of  that  charac- 
ter, published  in  17G5,  and  entitled — "An  inquiry  concerninj^  the  Prom- 
ises of  the  Gospel  ;  whether  any  of  them  are  made  to  the  Exercises  arid 
Doings  of  Persons  in  an  unregenerate  state;  containing  Remarks  on 
two  Sermons  published  by  Dr.  Mayhew,  of  Boston."    Mr.  Mills  of  Pip- 
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ton,  Conn.,  attempted  an  answer  to  the  Inquiry,"  in  176*7,  in  repl}'  to 
which  Hopkins  wrote  his  celebrated  book  of  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
four  p-'iges,  octavo,  entitled,  "The  tiue  State  and  charac.er  of  the  Unre- 
generate,  stripped  of  all  Misrepresentation  and  Disguise  :  printed  at 
New  Haven,  1TC9.''  Mills  was  etiectually  silenced.  Afterwards  Rev. 
William  Hart*  entered  into  the  controversy,  and  Hopkins  answered  him 
in  "  Animadversions  on  Mr.  Hart's  late  Dialogue  ;  in  a  letter  to  a  Friend  :" 
New  London,  1770.  In  1773,  he  published  a  book  which  he  called 
"  An  Inquiry  into  the  Nature  of  True  Holiness,  with  an  Appendix.  Con- 
taining an  Answer  to  the  Rev.  AYilliam  Hart's  Remarks,"  ifcc. 

Dr.  Hopkins  published  several  other  theological  works  ;  but  the  most 
important  of  them  was  a  system  of  divinity,  entitled,  "System  of  Doc- 
trines contained  in  Divine  Revelation,  explained  and  defended  ;  showing 
their  Consistence  and  Connection  with  each  other.  To  which  is  added  a 
Treatise  on  the  Millennium."  On  this  work,  in  two  large  octavo  volumes, 
the  author  spent  more  than  ten  years.  He  was  seventy-two  years  old 
when  it  was  published.  It  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  ablest  treatises  in 
the  language. 

Besides  his  theological  works,  Dr.  Hopkins  published  a  memoir  of  his 
friend  and  instructor,  Jonathan  Edwards.  He  also,  at  the  request  of 
the  family,  prepared  himself  by  six  years  study  of  the  manuscripts  to 
edit  Edwards'  works.  He  succeeded  in  getting  through  the  press  one 
small  volume  containing  the  two  dissertations  "Concerning  the  End  for 
which  God  created  the  World,"  ;.nd  th.e  "  Nature  of  True  Virtue,"  with 
a  prefjice  by  the  editor.  The  enterprise  was  then  abandoned  for  the  want 
of  encouragement. 

Dr.  Hopkins  was  an  active  and  practical  philanthropist.  He  was  one 
of  tlte  earliest  opposers  of  the  African  slave  trade  and  of  African  slave- 
ry, in  this  country.  He  devoted  himself  to  the  work  of  elevating  the 
black  race  with  unwearied  devotion,  and  continued  his  efforts  till  the 
infirmities  of  age  obliged  him  to  desist.  They  who  had  been  the  objects 
of  his  solicitude,  testitied  their  gratitude  by  attending  his  funeral  in 
large  numbers, 

Edwards,  Hopkins  and  Bellamy — the  New  England  triumvirate — were 
the  great  theologians  of  their  day  and  country.  They  represented  Ameri- 
can Calvinism.  If  Hopkins  was  not  the  greatest,  he  certainly  was  not  the 
least  of  the  three.  For  close  reasoning  and  sturdy  strength,  for  deep  views 
and  keen  analysis,  he  had  fevv  superiors.  He  was  a  bold,  adroit  mon, 
who,  with  masterly  logic,  pursued  investigations  to  their  results.  He 


*  Mr.  Hart  \i  .--tateil  to  have  been  the  first  who  apj  lied  the  ttnn  Ilopkinsian  or  ll.jpkintonian, 
to  Mr.  Hopkins'  Theology, 
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was  an  unflincliing  Calvinist.  He  has  been  called  livper-Calvinistic,  be- 
cause he  was  more  consistent  and  more  fearless  than  some  of  his  eiass. 
He  was  not  afi-aid  to  carry  principles  out  and  encounter  the  consequences. 
If  two  distinct  trains  of  consecutive  thought,  in  which  he  could  see 
no  logical  defects,  came  in  conflict  and  threatened  mutual  annihihition, 
be  was  not  affrighted.  He  reviewed  the  arguments,  examined  critically 
each  link  in  the  chain,  and  if  he  could  see  no  imperfection — no  want  of 
logical  sequence — he  adopted  the  conclusions  and  stated  them  boMly. 
With  consequences  and  seeming  contradictions,  he  conceived  he  bad 
nothing  to  do.  The  Calvinistic  doctrine  of  divine  sovereignty,  he  be- 
lieved in  its  fullest  extent.  He  adopted  it  as  a  metaphysical  princi[)]e, 
and  put  it  into  his  logic  mill.  Whatever  carae  out  v/as  truth.  It  did 
not  avail  to  tell  him  he  destroyed  human  liberty.  He  affirmed  the  free- 
dom of  the  will  on  ditferent  grounds,,  and  left  others  to  reconcile  the 
conflicting  dogmas. 

Dr.  Hop^kins  did  not  trim  his  words.  He  was  not  skilled  in  the  use 
of  oily  phrases.  He  had  a  direct  way  of  stating  his  conclusions.  The 
truth  he  liked  to  present  naked,  even  thou^di  repulsive  in  its  features. 
His  honesty  wouki  not  permit  him  to  use  ornament.  Hence,  he  was 
accounted  blunt,  severe;  his  doctrines  stern  and  harsh.  His  reasonings 
ledliim  to  the  conclusion  that  a  Christian  ought  to  be  willing  to  be 
damned,  if  thereby  the  glory  of  God  would  best  be  promoted  ;  and  he 
was  intrepid  enough  to  say  so.  In  his  work  on  Future  Punishment,  he 
says  of  the  w-icked — "The  smoke  of  their  torment  shrill  ascend  u[>  in 
the  sight  of  the  blessed  for  ever  and  ever;  and  serve  as  a  most  clear 
glass,  always  before  the  eyes,  to  give  tliem  a  constant,  bright,  and  most 
affecting  view  of  all  these.  And  all  this  display  of  the  divine  character 
and  glory  will  be  in  favor  of  the  redeemed,  and  most  entertaining,  and 
give  the  highest  pleasure  to  all  who  love  God,  and  raise  th.eir  ha|tpi!iess 
to  ineff"able  heights,  whose  felicity  consists,  sunmiarily,  in  the  kno\vI»jijge 
and  enjoyment  of  God."  The  sentiment  expressed  in  this  passage  is 
not  new.  It  is  a  part  of  old  fashioned  Calvinism  ;  but  the  language  is 
original.  Xobody  but  Hopkins  would  have  thought  of  the  word  "  en- 
tertained." But  with  him,  it  was  the  word,  and  he  dared  to  use  it.  He 
thus  excited  prejudices.  Caricature  prints  were  got  up  representing  him 
as  being  "entertained"  by  the  woes  of  the  damned.  Ridicule^  .Ind 
obloquy  he  heeded  not.    Denunciation  did  not  disturb  him. 

Though  plain  spoken  and  uncompromising,  Dr.  Hopkins  was  an  in- 
offensive m^n.  He  had  no  guile  in  his  heart.  Simple  minded  and  aH'.e- 
tionate,  his  whole  life  was  spent  in  self-denying  labors  for  the  good  ut 
others.  No  man  ha'l  more  of  the  milk  of  human  kindness  in  him.  No 
man  was  more  unselfish  in  whatever  he  did. 
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Dr.  Hjpkins  was  a  hard  student  of  theology  and  metaphysics,  but  no 
rhetorician.  He  never  learned  the  graces  of  style — never  acouived  a  full 
knowledge  of  his  mother  tongue.  His  language  was  forcible,  some- 
times pithy;  but  his  words  were  often  badly  chosen,  and  generally 
clumsily  arranged.  As  a  preacher,  he  was  the  most  uninteresting  of 
men.  His  tones  were  drawling  and  monotonous,  his  voice  sometimes 
reserablinir  a  cracked  bell.  His  pronunciation  was  ungraceful  and  in- 
accurate, and  his  manner  ungainly.  The  children  were  sometimes 
frightened  by  his  appearance. 

In  his  person,  Dr.  Hopkins  was  more  than  six  feet  high,  erect,  with  a 
large  chest,  broad  face,  capacious  forehead  and  gigantic  proportions  gen- 
erally. He  wore  a  white,  full  bottomed,  powdered  wig,  a  three  cornered 
hat,  and  silver  knee  buckles  and  shoe  buckles.  His  manner  was  awkward, 
but  his  figure  was  on  the  whole  so  commanding,  that  "  strangers,  pre 
suraing  he  was  a  great  man,  would  at  once  take  off  their  hats  when 
they  met  him."  In  early  life,  he  was  distinguished  for  his  agility  and 
athletic  feats. 

In  1853,  an  edition  of  Dr.  Hopkins'  works  was  published  by  the 
American  Doctrinal  Tract  Society,  in  three  volumes,  with  an  interesting 
memoir  by  Professor  Park.  To  this  memoir  and  to  Dr.  Hopkins'  auto- 
biography and  works  I  am  mainly  indebted  for  the  materials  of  this 
sketch.  By  the  way,  the  genealogy  of  the  Waterbury  branch  of  the 
Hopkins  tamily,  contained  in  that  memoir,  was  furnished  by  the  author 
of  this  volume. 

DANIEL  HOPKIXS,  D.  D., 

A  younger  brother  of  the  preceding,  was  born  Oct.  16,  1734.  He  pur- 
sued his  preparatory  studies  with  his  brother  Samuel,  and  entered  Yale 
College  in  1754.  During  his  college  course,  he  was  much  distinguished 
as  a  scholar,  and  graduated  in  1758  with  the  highest  honors  of  his 
class.  His  theological  studies  were  pursued  under  the  direction  of  his 
brother,  whose  distinctive  views  he  adopted  and  afterwards  eari;estly 
inculcated.     He  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  New  Haven  Association. 

S^on  after  receiving  his  license,  he  went  to  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  be- 
ing recommended  to  a  vacant  pari>h  there  by  President  Clap  of  Yale 
College.  He  preached  with  acceptance  till  his  health  broke  down, 
when  he  was  obliged  to  intermit  his  ministerial  duties  for  eight  vears, 
duri  ng  which  time  he  was  occupied  in  traveling  and  manual  labor, 
preaching  occasionally  when  his  strength  allowed. 

In  1766,  he  was  invited  to  preach  to  the  Third  Congregational 
society  of  Salem,  Mass.,  the  former  pastor.  Rev.  John  Huntington,  having 
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recently  deceased.  "The  doctrines  he  preached,  and  the  plain,  direct, 
and  pungent  manner  in  which  he  preached  them,  procured  tor  him 
warm  friends  and  bitter  enemies.  Such  was  the  opposition  awakened 
against  him,  that  a  committee,  consisting  of  some  of  the  most  influential 
men  in  the  town,  waited  upon  him  at  his  residence,  and  made  a  formal 
and  earnest  request,  that  for  the  peace  of  the  community,  he  would 
leave  the  town.  AVith  characteristic  shrewdness  he  closed  his  eyes, 
smoothed  down  his  face,  and  mildly  said, — ^  Gentlemen,  I  smoke  my 
own  tobacco.'  The  committee  withdrew  and  gave  him  no  further 
trouble."^"  He  continued  to  preach  for  eight  years  before  he  became 
the  settled  pastor.  During  this  period,  he  spent  a  portion  of  his  time 
in  the  instruction  of  youth.  Often,  he  preached  in  the  neighboring 
vacant  parishes  in  Essex  county;  and  from  Hamilton,  received  a  call  to 
settle  in  the  ministry,  which  he  declined  on  account  of  delicate  health. 

Mr.  Hopkins  interested  himself  in  the  early  struggles  of  the  colonies 
for  independence,  and  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Provincial  Congress 
in  1775.  His  counsels  were  wise  and  patriotic,  and  he  is  said  to  have 
received  some  peculiar  marks  of  confidence  from  General  Washington. f 
In  1778,  ''he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  council  of  the  Conventional 
Government,"  and  served  faithfully  and  honorably. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  disruption  took  place  in  the  Third  church.  The 
majority  of  them  went  over  to  Presbyterianism,  while  the  Congrega- 
tional minority,  recognized  by  an  ecclesiastical  council  as  the  original 
Third  church,  adhered  to  ^Ir.  Hopkins.  Over  the  latter,  ^Ir.  H.  was  or- 
dained, Nov.  18,  1778.  He  continued  the  sole  pastor  till  1804,  when  a 
colleague  was  settled  ;  and  died,  after  a  distressing  illness,  Dec.  14,1814. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  married  in  1771,  to  Susanna,  daughter 
of  John  Saunders  of  Salem,  by  whom  he  had  six  children,  four  sons  and 
two  daughters.  His  widow  died  ^larch  IG,  1838.  He  published  two 
sermons  ;  one  on  the  death  of  Washington,  in  1800,  and  one  at  the  ded- 
ication of  the  New  South  meeting  house  in  Salem,  in  1805.  Tiie  de- 
gree of  Doctor  of  Divinity  wits  conferred  upon  him  by  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege in  1809. 

Doctor  Hopkins  is  described  as  a  laborious  and  faithful  minister,  a  dis- 
criminating and  interesting  preacher,  who  toiled  in  season  and  out  of  sea- 
son for  the  spiritual  good  of  his  flock.    He  had  a  quiet,  peaceable,  atfec- 


*  Sprajrue'3  Annals  of  the  American  Pu!pit — sketch  by  Brown  Emerson,  D.  D. — Miniitera 
in  those  days  generally  raised  tlieir  own  tobacco, 
t  Prof.  Park's  Memoir  of  Samuel  Hopkins,  p.  ' 
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tionate  and  forgiving  spirit.  Ilis  talents  were  of  a  high  order.  His  urotlier 
Samuel  acknowledged  himself  indebted  to  him  for  some  important 
views  and  reasonings  contained  in  his  "  System  of  Divinity."  He  was 
tlioroughly  "Hophinsian"  in  his  opinions  and  preaching;  still,  lie  was 
not  an  nndiscriminating  follower  of  any  man.  He  is  said  to  have  differed 
from  his  brother  on  "the  subject  of  submission,"  but  chieiiy  in  the 
mode  of  explanation. 

In  his  social  intercourse,  Dr.  Hopkins  was  distinguished  by  affability 
and  courtesy ;  in  conversation  by  originality,  good  sense  and  pleas- 
antry. His  language  was  simple,  pure  and  spicy  ;  rich  in  anecdote  and 
illustration;  so  that  his  company  was  very  generally  sought.  ''His  tall 
and  manly  figure,  surmounted  by  a  high  triangular  hat,  gave  such  dig- 
nity and  grace  to  his  movements,  that  no  man  who  walked  the  streets 
was  looked  at  with  more  respect  and  veneration.  The  remark  \\as  often 
made  that,  in  his  appearance  and  bearing,  he  strikingly  resembled 
.Washington."  In  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  he  became  much  interested 
in  benevolent  enterprise?.  He  was  a  pioneer  in  the  cause  of  Home  Mis- 
sions; took  an  active  part  in  the  formation  of  the  Massachusetts  Mis- 
sionary Society;  assisted  Dr.  Spring  and  others  in  editing  its  magazine  ; 
was  a  member  of  its  Board  of  Trustees,  and  for  the  two  last  years  of  his 
life,  notwithstanding  his  advanced  age,  performed  the  duties  of  its 
president. 

MARK  HOPKINS. 

He  was  the  youngest  son  of  the  family  of  Timothy  Hopkins,  Esq. 
The  father  at  his  death  (in  1748-9)  committed  him  to  the  care  of  his 
brother  Samuel,  with  the  charge  to  give  him  a  public  education,  for 
which  there  was  a  sufficient  estate.  The  brother  took  him  to  his  own 
hou>e  and  fitted  him  tor  college,  bestowing  on  him  the  greatest  care. 
After  spending  five  years  in  Great  Barrington,  Mark  entered  Yale  Col- 
lege, where  he  graduated  in  175  8,  having  for  his  classmates  his  brother 
Daniel  and  Silas  Deane.  About  17G1,  he  commenced  the  p.'actice  of 
law  in  Great  Barringron,  and  resided  a  near  neighbor  of  his  brother 
Simue!.  Ha  ros  ;  quickly  to  eminence  in  his  profession.  He  gave  in- 
struction to  many  law  students,  among  whom  was  the  distinguished 
Theodore  Sedgwick.  In  1765,  he  married  Electa  Sergeant,  the  daughter 
of  Rev.  John  Sergeant,  the  missionary  at  Stockbridge.  When  tiie  Rev- 
olutionary war  broke  out,  he  became  distingui.-hed  as  a  patriot,  entered 
the  army  and  received  the  commission  of  colonel.  He  was  taken 
sick  at  White  Plains  of  a  typhoid  fever  which  prevailed  tliere  at  the 
time  ;  and  to  prevent  his  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  British  army 
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wliicli  was  marcliing  upon  the  place,  be  was  borne  from  his  sick  bed  in 
the  arras  of  the  soldier  who  attended  him  to  a  place  of  safety,  and  died,  it 
is  thought,  in  consequence  of  the  fatigue  and  excitement,  Oct.  2G,  17  70, 
aged  37,*  two  days  before  the  memorable  hght  at  AVhiie  Plains,  lie 
was  much  beloved  and  respected,  and  left  a  family  of  six  children,  the 
eldest  of  whom,  Archibald,  became  the  father  of  Pi  esident  Mark  IIop- 
kins  and  Professor  Albert  Hopkins,  of  AVilliams  College. 

JOSEPH  nOPKIXS 

Was  the  third  son  of  Stephen  and  Susanna  (Peck)  Ilopkins,  and  grand- 
son of  John  Ilopkins,  tlie  miller.  He  was  born  in  the  southeast  cpiar- 
ter,  (in  the  limits  of  pre.-ent  Xaugatuck,)  June  0,  1730.  His  father 
was  a  man  of  intiuenee  and  a  frequent  representative  to  the  General 
Court;  and  the  celebrated  Samuel  Hopkins  of  Newport  was  li is  first 
cousin.  He  learned  the  silversmiths  trade,  married,  Nov,  28.  l7o4, 
Hepzibah,  a  daughter  of  Dea.  Thomas  Clark,  and  settled  in  the  town 
center  as  a  silversmith  and  watchmaker.  He  made  plate'l  knee  buckles 
and  shoe  buckles,  silver  sleeve  buttons  and  other  silver  and  platC'l  ware. 
A  set  of  silver  vest  buttons,  vrorn  by  ^Iv.  AVilliam  Garnsey  -of  Water- 
town,  (an.l  previously  by  his  father,  Mr.  Abiinli  Garnsey,)  made  ninety 
years  before  by  Mr.  Hopkins,  vvas  lately  shown  to  the  editor  of  the  Water- 
bury  American.    They  are  described  in  that  paper. 

Mr.  Hopkins  was  appointed  town  treasurer  in  1753,  and  hehJ  the 
office  six  successive  year^.  In  1702,  he  v.  as  made  a  justice  of  the  peaee, 
and  was  continued  in  office  ti;l  1770.  In  the  spring  of  1764,  he  was 
chosen  a  representative  to  the  General  Assembly,  and  from  that  period 
till  1790,  was  reelected  forty-four  times,  or  tor  nearly  two  thirds  of  the 
sessions.  He  was  an  active  and  earnest  patriot  during  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  and  for  most  of  the  time  was  a  respected  member  of  the 
lower  house.  la  consequence,  probably,  of  his  knowle*,ige  of  metals,  he 
was  put  at  the  head  of  a  committee,  in  1775,  to  visit  the  lead  mdies  of 
New' Canaan,  and  examine  the  quality  of  the  ore,  the  state  of  the 
mines,  S:c.  In  17  76,  he  was  selected  for  a  similar  service,  the  com- 
mittee being  charged  to  search  fur  lead  mines.  (Great,  at  that  time, 
was  the  dearth  of  lead.)  He  vras  one  of  those  appointed,  in  17  77,  to 
sign  the  small  bills  for  currency. 

In  the  year  1777,  ^Ir.  Hopkins  was  appointed  one  of  the  "justices  of 
the  quorum,"  which  po.-t  he  tield  till  his  decease.  AYhen  the  Probate 
iJistrict  uf  Waterbury  was  establi.->he«J,  in  1770,  he  was  made  its  first 


*  Slanuicript  letter  of  President  Hopkins  of  Williams  College. 
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judge,  and  was  continued  in  office  during  bis  life.  He  was  also  a  dea- 
con of  the  cliiireb,  to  which  office  he  was  chosen,  probal>ly,  about  ITSO, 
though  there  are  no  known  records  in  existence  wdiich  inform  us  of  the 
exact  date.  He  was  a  man  of  affable  manners,  of  good  intellect  and 
kind  heart.  By  a  mild,  conciliating  and  persuasive  way,  he  sometimes 
subdued  hard-headed  men  when  arguments  were  of  no  avail.  For  more 
than  thirty  years  before  his  death,  he  was  more  widely  and  advantage- 
ously known  than  any  other  man  of  the  town. 

So  numerous  were  Mr.  Hopkins'  public  engagements,  that  he  gave  up 
his  trade  many  years  before  his  death.  He  lived  in  a  bouse  wldch 
stood  a  little  in  front  of  that  in  which  Scovill  M.  Buckingham  now  re- 
sides. It  was  built,  it  is  said,  (and  occupied  for  a  time,)  by  Ebenezer 
Warner,  the  father  of  Justus,  and  was  taken  down  in  ISo-i.  Afier  Mr. 
Hopkins'  death,  it  was  occupied  successively  by  Rev.  Edward  Porter  and 
Rev.  Luke  Wood.  His  shop  stood  a  litile  distance  west,  and  v>-as  erect- 
ed after  an  older  one  was  burnt,  soon  after  the  war.  It  was  removed 
in  1834,  when  C.  C.  Post's  house  was  built,  and  now  stands  on  the 
west  side  of  Willow  street,  south  of  William  Brown's.  It  bears  on  the 
map  the  name  of  "  J.  J,  B.  Kingsbury." 

At  the  time  of  ^^Ir.  Hopkins'  death,  the  following  notice  of  him  was 
published  in  a  Xew  Haven  newspaper  : 

Died  in  the  city  of  Xesv  Haven,  Conn.,  on  Fridav,  M  irch  27,  1801,  of  angina 
pectoris,  Joseph  Hopkins,  Esq.,  senior  assistant  judge  of  the  County  Court  for  the 
County  of  Xew  Haven,  in  the  7'2d  ye  ir  of  his  age.  He  had  attended  the  Court 
during  the  session  until  the  Tuesday  before  his  death,  when,  coniplaiiiing  of  ill 
heaUh,  he  left  the  bench.  On  Saturday,  the  corpse  was  conveyed  to  Waterbury, 
attended  by  some  of  his  family  and  other  connections,  accompanied  a  part  ot  the 
w-ay  by  a  rspectable  procession  composed  of  the  judges  of  the  Court,  the  clergy, 
the  gentlemen  of  the  bar,  the  sheriff  and  other  officers  of  the  Court  and  citizens 
of  Xew  Haven.  The  procession  stopped  in  front  of  the  court-house,  and  a 
prayer  well  adapted  to  the  occasion  was  made  by  fhe  Rev.  President  Dwight, 
in  the  presence  of  a  large  collection  of  tlie  hihabitants,  sympathizing  in 
the  loss  of  a  man  endeared  to  them  by  a  long  course  of  public  servic*. .  Possess- 
ing a  sound  mind  and  honest  heart,  he  faithfully  discharged  to  general  acceptance, 
the  duties  of  a  deacon  in  the  church  of  the  first  society  of  Waterbury,  a  ju-tice  of 
the  peace,  a  representative  in  the  Legislature,  a  judge  of  Probates  of  the  District 
of  Waterbury,  and  of  assistant  judge  of  the  County  Court  for  about  30  years. — 
From  early  life,  he  adorned  his  course  in  an  exemplary  manner  with  the  profession 
and  practice  of  Christianity. 

JESSE  HOPKINS 

Was  the  third  son  of  Joseph  Hopkins,  and  was  born  ^lay  20,  ITOG. 
He  learned  his  fathers  trade,  and  in  his  youth  showed  a  versatility  of 
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talent  beyond  his  years.  "  At  the  age  of  seventeen,  on  the  visit  of  Gen- 
erals Washington  and  L:i  Fayette,  at  the  residence  of  his  father.  La 
Fayette  was  so  pleased  with  the  youth  that  he  made  him  his  aid  during 
a  series  of  military  operations  in  that  quarter.  His  youth  prevented 
him  from  enlisting  in  the  army,  and  his  love  of  country  from  accepting 
the  invitation  of  La  Fayette  to  visit  France."* 

He  says  of  himself,  in  a  volume  published  in  1828,  entitled  Patriot's 
Manual,  on  Revolutionary  topics:  "  I  was  in  childhood  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  at  its  close  had  just  arrived 
at  that  age  which  entitled  me  to  shoulder  my  musket — an  age  alive  to 
all  the  interesting  events  of  the  day.  Being  a  son  of  a  Revolutionary 
patriot  who  was  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature,  I  had  an  opportuni- 
ty of  acquiring  considerable  political  information,  for  many  years,  as 
well  as  inhaling  that  spirit  of  patriotism  wliich  was  characteristic  of  the 
times." 

Mr.  Hopkins  set  up  his  trade  in  Walerbury,  using  his  father's  shop. 
He  made  silver  phited  shoe  buckles  and  other  articles.  About  1*701,  he 
erected  for  himself  the  Louse  owned  and  occupied  by  the  late  Bennet 
Bronson.  In  Dec.  1794,  he  married  Betsey,  the  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
Goodwin  of  Hartford,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  Betsey  and  Saily 
Goodwin.  His  wife  died  Feb.  4,  1799.  Business,  somehow,  went  not 
very  prosperously  with  him.  lie  left  Waterbury,  and  spent  five  years 
in  the  West  Indies,  engaged  iu  speculation.  After  his  return,  ''he  mar- 
ried his  cousin,  (a  granddaughter  of  Samuel  Hopkins,  D.  D.,  the  cele- 
brated divine  of  Xewport,  R.  I.,)  who  is  still  living  in  Vermont." — 
[Hough,  1854.] 

In  1805,  Nfr.  Hopkins  was  appointed  the  agent  of  William  Henderson 
of  New  York,  the  owner  of  a  large  tract  of  land  in  the  western  part  of 
Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.  He  removed  thither  and  opened  a  land  office. 
W^hen  the  town  of  Henderson  was  organized  in  1806,  he  was  elected 
supervisor,  and  held  the  office  till  1810.  In  1813,  he  became  Countv 
judge.  Ho  engaged  largely  in  speculation,  being  sometimes  fortunate 
and  sometimes  the  contrary.  "  He  erected  a  fine  seat  at  the  liead  of 
the  bay,  commanding  a  prospect  of  unrivaled  beauty."  At  length 
he  became  involved  in  pecuniary  difficulties,  and  in  1822,  was  re- 


*  Hough's  History  of  JeEferson  County,  X.  Y.  The  notice  from  which  thia  extract  is  takea 
states  that  Hopkins  "  received  a  liberal  education."  I  believe  he  did  not  graduate  at  any  col- 
lege;  though  he  doubtless  received  a  better  education  than  most  of  the  other  town  boys.  At 
seventeen  years  of  ac^,  however,  he  was  not  too  young  to  enlist  into  the  army  ;  but  tlie  war  had 
then  (lTr3)  closed.  Nor  is  it  understood  what  military  operations  were  carried  oq.  in  or  abou 
Waterbury,  at  any  time  during  the  war.  Washington  and  La  Fayette,  it  is  believed,  were  Ucrver 
Waterbury  together. 
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moved  from  liis  agency  by  Henderson,  and  his  improvements  taken  to 
apply  on  liis  liabilities.  His  great  energy  of  character  sustained  him 
through  all  his  reverses,  and  lie  died  at  Henderson,  in  the  seveuty-first 
year  of  his  age. 

Dr.  Hough  says  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  that  he  "  often  wrote  poetry  with 
much  taste  and  fluency,  several  pieces  of  which  still  exist;  but  although 
meritorious,  he  never  allowed  them  to  go  beyond  the  sacred  precincts 
of  the  family  circle."  He  published  the  book  already  referred  to— the 
Patriot's  Manual — and,  in  1S23,  a  pamphlet  relating  to  his  difficulties 
with  Henderson.    He  complained  of  bad  usage.* 

Dr.  LEMUEL  HOPKINS 

Was  a  son  of  Stephen  and  Dorothy  (Talmadge)  Hopkins,  and  was  born 
in  that  part  of  Waterbury  which  is  now  Naugatuck,  June  PJ,  1 750. 
He  was  the  fourth  in  descent  from  John  Hopkins,  the  miller.  He 
studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Jared  Potter  of  Wallingford,  and  afterwards 
with  Dr.  S:'th  Bird  of  Litchfield.  He  commenced  practicing  meilicine 
in  Litchfield,  about  ITTG  ;  but  about  rT84,  (it  is  said.)  removed  to  Hart- 
ford, where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Dr.  Hopkins  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  physicians  of  this 
State,  and  had  an  extensive  private  and  consultation  practice.  He  had 
a  wide  reputation  in  chronic  diseases,  and  particularly  in  pulmonary 
consumption.  He  possessed  great  originality  of  genius,  and  a  happy  fa- 
cility of  investigating  obscure  mala*lies,  and  finding  out  their  seats  and 
causes.  He  had  the  greatest  confidence  in  himself,  and  rarely  failed  to 
secure  it  in  others.  Having  a  just  sense  of  the  influence  of  the  mind  on 
the  body,  he  encouraged  hope  and  administered  consolation,  wliil-t  life 
remained.  He  was  eccentric  in  his  ways,  and  ugly  and  uncouth  in  his 
appearance,  and  these  things  sometimes  contributed  to  his  success.  On 
a  pleasant  summer's  day,  he  was  called,  a  perfect  stranger,  to  visit  a 
child,  ill  of  scarlet  fever.  He  entered  the  house  in  his  usua^  abrupt 
manner,  and  found  the  sick  room  hot,  the  key  hole  and  cracks  stopped, 
and  the  little  sufferer  loaded  with  bed  clothes.  He  rolled  his  big,  staring 
eyes  about  the  room,  and  without  uttering  a  word,  took  the  child  in  bis 
arms,  and  walked  quiekly  out  of  the  housp.  The  household  and  neigh- 
borhood followed  with  broom  sticks.  He  kept  them  off,  however, 
seated  himself  in  a  refreshing  shade,  ordered  wine  to  be  brought,  and 


*  I  am  much  indebted,  in  this  notice,  to  Dr.  Hough's  History  of  Jefferson  County,  In  that 
work,  however,  there  are  many  errors  relating  to  Hopliins,  and  I  may  have  copied  some,  of 
them. 
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soon  restored  tbe  child.  In  another  case,  he  visited  a  female  in  the 
crisis  of  a  fever,  whom  her  friends  supposed  to  be  near  lier  end.  The 
father  said,  "  Mv  dano-liter  is  dvino:,  had  I  not  better  send  for  tlie  min- 
ister?"  "Xo I"  replied  the  doctor,  ''but  you  may  call  an  undertaker 
and  have  her  measured  for  a  coffin."  The  father,  indignant  at  the  harsh- 
ness of  the  reply,  remonstrated  in  severe  language.  The  doctor  explained, 
"  My  meaning  is,  you  may  as  well  send  for  the  one  as  the  other.  IF  your 
daughter  is  allowed  to  be  quiet,  she  will  certainly  recover;  but  if  you 
disturb  her,  as  you  propose,  she  will,  in  ray  opinion,  surely  die."  The 
suggestion  was  followed,  and  the  patient  recovered.* 

Whenever  he  [Dr.  Hopkins]  became  much  interested  in  a  ease,  his  attentions 
were  unceasing  ;  denying  all  other  calls  he  would  devote  his  days  and  nights, 
often  for  many  days  in  succession,  to  the  case,  and  not  unfrequently  administer 
every  dose  of  medicine  with  his  own  hand.  In  one  case,  about  a  critical  period, 
he  was  suspicious  that  the  medicines  might  require  variation.  lie  could 
not  sleep,  got  up  in  the  night,  rode  four  miles  to  his  patient,  felt  his  [Milse 
and  skin,  made  signs  for  him  to  put  out  his  tongue,  and  being  satisfied  that  all  was 
right,  left  the  house  without  speaking  to  the  patient  or  nurse. — [Thacher's  Anier- 
lean  Biography.] 

Dr.  Hopkins  was  indefatigable  in  literary  and  scientific  pursuits. 
When  engaged  on  a  subject  which  greatly  interested  him,  he  became 
abstracted  and  sometimes  forgot  to  go  to  bed.  His  wife  occasionally 
found  him  in  the  morning  sitting  in  the  precise  position  in  which  slie  had 
left  him  the  evening  before.  His  memory  was  peculiarly  retentive  ; 
and  s  )  familiar  was  he  with  the  great  English  poets,  that  he  would  often 
entertain  his  friends  by  repeating  the  more  valuable  portions  of  tlieir 
writings.    Milton  and  Pope  were  favorite  authors. 

Dr.  Hopkins  was  well  known  as  one  of  a  circle  of  distinguished  lit- 
erary characters  and  poets,  who,  out  of  the  State,  were  called  the 
"  Hartford  wits."  He  was  associated  with  Trumbull  and  Barlow  in  the 
composition  of  the  "  Arnachiad,"  a  satirical  poem,  designed  to  show  ihe 
precarious  condition  of  the  State  under  the  old  confederation.  He  was 
afterwards  concerned  in  the  production  of  the  "  Echo,"  and  "  The  Politi- 
cal Green  House."  The  hist  was  first  published  in  pamphlet  f  )rm  ;  the 
other  papers  in  the  gazettes  of  the  day,  in  Hartford  and  New  Haven.  The 
more  celebrated  of  the  poems  known  to  be  exclusively  Hopkins'  are  the 
Hypocrite's  Hope,  and  an  Elegy  on  the  Victim  of  a  Cancer  Quack. 
After  Trumbull,  he  was  the  most  eminent  satirist  of  his  day.  He  pub- 
lished nothing  with  his  name. 


*  See  a  biographical  sketch  ia  Thacher's  American  Sledical  Biography,  prepared  by  Drs, 
Thomas  Miner  and  Samuel  B.  Woodward. 
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In  person,  Dr.  Hopkins  was  tall,  lean,  stooping.  His  features  were 
large,  his  eyes  light,  with  a  strongly  marked  countenance  and  uncom- 
monly long  limbs.  In  youth,  he  was  muscular  and  athletic.  When  a 
volunteer  in  the  array  of  the  Revolution,  a  party  of  officers  were  at- 
tempting to  fire  a  king's  arm"  held  in  one  hand  with  the  arm  extend- 
ed at  full  length.  What  others  could  not  do,  Hopkins,  to  the  aston- 
ishment of  all,  accomplished  with  ease. 

Dr.  Hopkins  received  from  Yale  College  the  honorary  degree  of  A.  M. 
in  1784.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Soci- 
ety, and  while  he  lived,  took  an  active  part  in  its  proceedings.  He  died, 
in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness,  April  14,  1801. 

SAMUEL  MILES  HOPKINS,  LL.  D. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir,  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Mollv  (Miles) 
Hopkins,  and  a  descendant  in  the  fifih  generation  of  John  Hopkins,  was 
born  at  Salem,  in  Waterbury,  on  the  9th  May,  1772.  At  his  death, 
wliich  occurred  in  the  village  of  Geneva,  New  York,  in  Oct.  1837,  he 
left  behind  him  an  autobiography  in  manuscript,  from  which  it  will  be 
most  convenient  to  draw  an  account  of  his  early  years  and  recollections. 

The  bouse  ia  which  I  was  born  [he  writes]  stood  about  a  quarter  or  half  a  mile 
south  of  the  principal  dwelling  on  the  Hopkins  farm,  and  was  occupied  by  my 
father  as  it  had  been  by  his  father  and  perhaps  grandfather  before  him.  I 
mention  it  on  account  of  a  tradition,  which  I  imperfectly  remember,  to  this  ef- 
fect. My  grandfather's  oldest  brother,  John,  was  to  have  removed  to  some  far 
distant  place,  (Stockbridge,  I  suspect ;)  but  going  there  he  found  danger  from  the 
Indians,  and  so  returned  aud  lived  in  this  house,  the  one  my  grandfather  did  or 
was  to  occupy.  This  great  uncle  John,  I  remember.  I  have  therefore  seen  a  man 
who  in  effect  was  driven  back  by  fear  of  Indians  to  within  fourteen  miles  of  Xew 
Haven.  In  1826,  I  visited  the  old  Hopkins  place — no  change  except  the  slow 
workings  of  time  upon  wooden  buildings  a  century  old.  But  the  grape  vine  was 
gone,  and  the  huge  apple  and  pear  trees  were  rotting  down  with  age.  I  remem- 
ber a  scene,  which  nmst  have  happened  at  the  house  where  I  was  born,  in  the 
spring  of  1774,  when  I  was  twenty-three  months  old  ;  memory  now  presents  to  my 
view  that  house  ;  the  door  yard  and  the  stone  foundation  and  embankment  as  they 
were  ;  and  when  more  than  fifty  years  after  I  saw  the  same  place,  I  found  the  pic- 
ture entirely  faithful.  I  well  remember  hearing  my  grandfather,  in  the  fall  of  1774^ 
read  much  in  the  papers  about  "Ty,"  for  so  the  name  of  Ticonderoga  was  written 
for  brevity,  and  I  remember  feeling  a  sentiment  of  feverish  dislike  at  the  frequent 
repetition  of  the  senseless  sound.  From  that  time  my  recollections  furnish  a  good 
many  pictures  of  men  and  things  pertaining  to  Revolutionary  times.  Hence  my 
frequent  remark  that  perhaps  the  period  of  my  life  embraces  up  to  this  time  the 
most  interesting  period  of  sixty  years  in  civil  history  that  has  yet  occurred. 

I  remember  something  of  the  young  men  hurrying  off  to  meet  Burgoyne  ;  and 
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the  deep  and  anxious  solicitude  with  wliieh  my  father  and  his  neighbors  would  talk 
of  public  affairs.  I  remember  my  father  being  absent  vs-ith  the  militia  uho 
marched  in  defense  of  Xew  York,  in  1776,  when  I  was  a  few  months  more  than 
four  years  old.  I  very  well  remember  the  rejoicings  at  the  capture  of  Coruwallls.  I 
have  seen  General  Washington  ;  been  a  little  acquainted  with  the  elder  Ailams, 
and  with  Jay,  Schuyler,  CUnton  and  Pickering ;  have  been  a  good  deal  ac- 
quainted with  Charles  Coatesworth  Pinkney  and  John  Marshall ;  and  have  been 
conversant  in  business  of  the  bar  with  that  very  extraordinary  man,  Aaron  Burr, 
and  that  very  admirable  and  wonderful  man,  Alexander  Hamilton.  If  then  we 
add,  that  the  entire  history  of  the  Federal  constitution,  and  the  entire  revolutions 
of  Europe  from  1789  come  within  ray  fresh  recollections,  you  will  admit  that  we 
must  look  forward  and  not  backward  for  a  more  important  period  in  temporal 
affairs. 

After  spending  several  years  with  the  family  of  his  uncle,  Dr.  Lernuel 
Hopkins,  attending  the  free  Grammar  vSchool,  and  reading  medicine,  Mr, 
Hopkins,  in  1787,  entered  the  Sophomore  class  in  Yale  College. 

I  passed  three  years  [he  says]  at  Xew  Haven;  ardent,  intensely  studiou-;,  fac- 
tious, infidel,  opinionated;  loving  my  friends  devotedly,  and  beloved  by  them.  I 
scarcely  doubted  but  I  was  to  accomplish  some  great  thing  upon  the  earth.  By 
the  diligent  improvement  of  time  I  laid  in  a  stock  of  knowledge  upon  niatiy  sub- 
jects, particularly  history,  for  the  study  of  which  I  have  had  no  other  opportunity. 
The  spirit  of  Yale  College  was  at  that  time  a  spirit  of  literary  ambition  and  of  in- 
fidelity. I  was  not  in  good  favor  with  the  Faculty,  and  t-ook  no  pains  to  con- 
ciliate their  good  will.  But  they  gave  me  one  of  the  three  English  orations,  wh.ich 
were  then  reputed  the  highest  appointments.  I  refused  to  attend  at  commence- 
ment ;  and  they  refused  me  my  degree ;  and  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws,  con- 
ferred when  my  second  son  entered  Yale  College,  was  the  first  and  only  one  I  ever 
received.  Having  resolved  on  the  pi'ofession  of  the  law,  I  entered,  in  the  fall  of 
1701,  the  office  of  Judge  (then  Mr.)  Reeve  in  Litchfield.  His  law  school  contain- 
ed more  than  twenty  pupils  and  was  already  celebrated  throughout  the  union. 
He  was  altogether  an  admirable  man,  of  a  purity,  sincerity  and  guilelessnes?  of 
heart,  such  as  I  have  seen  in  few  men  in  this  world.  His  daily  lectures  were  most 
happy,  from  his  admiral  de  faculty  of  carrying  always  on  a  view  of  the  history  and 
reason  of  every  principle.  I  have  no  doubt  but  his  lectures  are  yet  ft-lt  and  long 
will  be,  in  their  happy  influence  upon  the  juridical  department  of  our  country's  pub- 
lic economy.    At  a  subsequent  time  he  became  a  most  devoted  Christian. 

After  only  eighteen  months'  study,  Mr.  Hopkiris  was  unexpectedly, 
and  in  violation  of  a  general  rule,  offered  an  e.xamination  for  admission 
to  the  bar.  In  April  of  the  same  year,  (1793,)  he  removed  to  Pough- 
keepsie,  N.  Y.,  and  put  himself  under  the  tuition  of  two  young  lawyers 
of  excellent  reputation,  well  known  subsequently  as  Chancellor  Kent, 
and  Judge  Radcliff  of  Brooklyn;  with  both  of  whom  he  maintaine^l  an 
uninterrupted  friendship  of  forty  years.  In  three  weeks  of  intense  ap- 
plication, he  acquired  such  a  knowledge  of  the  practice  of  the  New  York 
courts,  then  reputed  a  mystery  demanding  three  years  clerkship,  as  to 

27 


418 


HISTORY  OF  WATERBURT. 


pass  a  successful  examination.  His  license  was  dated  May  9tli,  1793, 
the  day  he  was  twenty-one  years  old.  Col.  Burr,  who  aimed  to  attach 
to  himself  vouno'  men  of  talent  and  enerorv,  made  the  motion  for  his 
admission,  and  subsequently  presented  him  a  library  of  choice  law 
books,  saying  he  "might  settle  it  in  his  will,  if  he  chose."  Mr.  Hopkins, 
however,  insisted  on  paying  him  the  full  value  of  the  books. 

He  began  business  as  a  lawyer  in  the  young  village  of  Oxford,  Che- 
nango Co.,  where  he  drew  his  lirst  law  draft  "  on  the  head  of  a  barrel, 
under  a  roof  made  of  poles,  and  in  trie  rain,  which  was  partly  kept 
from  spattering  the  paper  by  a  broad-brimmed  hat." 

In  1794,  he  removed  to  New  York  City,  on  the  invitation  of  James 
Watson,  Esq.,  who  entered  into  an  extensive  and  liberal  arrangement 
with  him  for  the  survey  and  sale  abroad  of  Virginia  lands.  In  the  pros- 
ecution of  this  scheme,  Mr.  Hopkins  visited  Enfjland  and  the  continent 
of  Europe  during  the  years  179G  and  '97. 

I  had  obtained  [he  says]  upwards  of  3'}n,000  acres,  such  as  I  thought  I  could 
safely  and  honorably  recommend.  American  lands  had  become  disgraced  by  the 
operations  of  Robert  ilorris  and  others,  and  I  finally  failed  of  my  object.  But  I 
lingered  in  Europe  with  the  assent  of  Mr.  Watson,  partly  with  the  distant  hope  of 
better  success,  but  more  to  seize  that  opportunity  of  enlarging  my  knowledge  of 
men  and  things.  Besides  my  business,  my  object  was  to  see  and  learn  all  I  could. 
I  attended  Parliament,  and  heard  Pitt,  Fox  and  Sheridan ;  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  saw  Loughborough  on  the  woolsack;  the  King's  Bench,  and  saw  Lord  Ken- 
yon,  Ashurst,  Gross  and  Lawrence  ;  the  Common  Pleas,  and  saw  Buller  and  heard 
him  give  an  opinion,  and  no  man  in  England  gained  my  admiration  more  than  he. 
Once  or  twice  I  was  on  the  point  of  concluding  a  great  operation.  The  Bank  of 
England  stopped  paying  specie.  Then  came  the  mutiny  at  the  Xore,  the  reverses 
of  the  Duke  of  York  in  Flanders  and  the  success  of  the  French.  Many  capitalists 
thought  of  seeking  some  safe  investments  in  America,  but  did  not  love  very 
plainly  to  avow  it  ;  and  on  the  whole,  the  firmness  of  the  British  nation  under  ac- 
cumulated difficulties  inspired  me  with  great  respect  for  the  national  character. 

The  summer  and  autumn  of  1797  he  spent  in  Paris,  attending  the 
lectures  of  Fourcroy  and  Charles,  and  studying  the  French  character  and 
objects  of  curiosity  in  art  and  science.  He  witnessed  the  coup  d'etat  of 
the  18th  Fructidor,  and  the  reception  of  Bonaparte  on  his  return  from 
his  Italian  campaign,  and  observed  to  Joel  Barlow,  his  fellow  lodger, 
that  he  was  satisfied  the  French  never  could  maintain  self-government. 
His  account  of  the  manner  in  which  the  elections  were  conducted,  by  or- 
dering bodies  of  troops  into  all  the  large  towns  and  placing  opposition 
candidates  under  arrest,  would  serve  as  a  very  accurate  description  of 
the  freedom  of  elections  under  Louis  Napoleon. 

Returning  from  abroad,  Mr.  Hopkins  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law 
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in  the  citj  of  New  York,  where  in  the  year  1800  he  married  Sarah 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Moses  Rogers,  Esq.,  who  still  (185?)  survives. 

In  1810,  in  company  with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  B.  W.  Rogers  of 
New  York,  Mr.  Hopkins  purchased  two  tracts  of  land  on  the  Genesee 
River,  and  enfjao-ed  on  a  lar^^e  scale  in  the  business  of  farminor.  Thouirh 
conducted  with  great  energy  and  skill,  the  enterprise,  from  the  over- 
throw of  credit  and  the  disappearance  of  currency  following  the  war, 
turned  out  unfortunately. 

One  of  the  most  delightful  dreams  of  my  fancy,  [he  observes,]  in  going  to  the 
West,  was  to  have  my  parents  near  me,  so  that  we  might  Uve  in  each  others 
society,  and  some  in  turn  might  close  the  eyes  of  the  others.  It  was  otherwise 
ordered;  and  I  already  began  to  see  the  clouds  of  disappointment  gathering 
around  my  establishment.  I  cleared  land,  fenced  fields  and  multiplied  my  sheep. 
I  built  a  house,  a  village,  and  mills  and  farm  buildings.  From  the  river,  my 
operations  extended  back  to  the  pine  woods,  near  three  miles.  But  I  made  these 
improvements  at  the  enormous  war  prices  of  labor  and  produce ;  and  when  in 
turn  I  had  the  wheat  of  one  hundred  acres  to  sell,  it  would  not  command,  in  cash^ 
twenty-five  cents  per  bushel,  for  any  quantity,  great  or  small.  The  wool  of  fifteen 
hundred  sheep  sold  proportionally  low,  or  ^nearly  so.  Of  these  sheep,  a  select 
fiock  of  three  hundred,  full  merinos,  were  bred  with  more  care,  I  presume,  than 
any  other  man  had  ever  used.  Losses  came  upon  losses  like  the  beating  of  hail ; 
but  the  greatest  was  that  money  disappeared  from  the  country,  and  property 
ceased  to  have  any  but  a  very  low  exchangeable  value.  "When  afterwards  I  came 
to  sell  my  Moscow  estate,  at  a  loss  of  §5r>,000  compared  with  its  late  saleable 
value,  I  deemed  the  sale  rather  a  fortunate  escape. 

Mr.  Hopkins  removed  to  the  city  of  Albany,  and  resumed  the  prac- 
tice of  law.  His  studies  had  led  him  to  pay  particular  attention  to  the 
subject  of  crime  and  punishment;  and  in  182G,  he  was  appointed  by 
the  Legislature  commissioner,  with  two  associates,  to  arrange  and  super- 
intend the  whole  penitentiary  system  of  the  State.  He  engaged  in 
this  work  with  characteristic  enthusiasm.  He  corresponded,  traveled, 
experimented  with  great  pains  in  relation  to  prison  diet  and  ratior-,  en- 
lightened public  opinion  by  a  series  of  essays,  recommended  the  Auburn 
or  silent  system  of  penal  labor,  and  with  his  fellow  commissioners  built 
and  governed  the  State's  prison  at  Sing  Sing.  The  subject  of  prison  dis- 
cipline continued  greatly  to  interest,  and  more  or  less  to  occupy  him,  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  withdrew  entirely  from  legal  practice, 
removed  to  the  village  of  Geneva,  and  spent  his  last  years,  enjoying  an 
ample  competence,  in  literary  pursuits,  horticulture,  the  society  of 
friends  and  religious  and  philanthropic  labors.  He  died  a  triumphant 
Christian  death,  October  8th,  1837. 

At  different  times  of  his  life,  Mr.  Hopkins  represented  his  fellow  citi. 
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zens  in  the  state  and  national  Legislatures,  and  presided  as  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  western  district  of  the  State  of  New  York.  He  left  behind 
him  at  his  death  an  unfinished  work  on  jury  trials,  and  another  nearly 
complete  consisting  of  aphorisms  in  ontology,  exhibiting  the  application 
of  demonstrative  reasoning  to  moral  truths. 

Some  of  the  above  details  may  perhaps  be  more  minute  than  the  inte- 
rest of  the  subject  v.  ill  justify  to  ordinary  readers.  But  supposing  th'r  object 
of  these  memoirs  to  be  to  furnish  in  a  limited  compass  a  distinct  impres- 
sion of  the  men  described,  it  was  judged  this  would  be  best  effected  in 
the  present  instance  by  leaving  him  in  part  to  speak  for  himself.  The 
autobiography  from  which  the  brief  extracts  of  this  sketch  are  taken 
was  by  the  writer  merely  designed  for  the  instruction  of  his  children  ; 
but  it  is  believed  the  use  here  made  of  it  will  involve  no  breach  of 
confidence. 

Mr.  Hopkins,  though  admirable  as  a  converser  and  the  delight  of  the 
social  circle,  was  not  distinguished  as  a  public  speaker,  either  at  the  bar 
or  in  the  senate.  In  politics,  he  had  no  success,  and  indeed  almost  no 
ambition.  He  had  a  generous  kind  of  instinct  which  always  made  him 
a  member  of  the  losing  party.  He  was  a  Federalist;  a  Clay  man;  an 
Anti-^^ason;  a  Whig;  a  zealous  advocate  of  Temperance;  a  coloniza- 
tionalist  and  a  hater  of  slavery.  For  near  the  last  twenty  years  of  his 
life,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  a  living,  exem- 
plary Christian.  He  was  generous  minded  and  careless  of  his  own  in- 
terests to  a  fault ;  naturally  impulsive,  but  thoroughly  self-disciplined  ; 
full  of  warm  sympathies  and  a  miodel  of  refined  courtesy  in  social  life. 
Few  men  have  had  more  attached  friends  or  left  a  larger  circle  of  genu- 
ine mourners. 

In  person,  Mr.  Hopkins  was  about  six  feet  in  height,  and  perfectly 
formed  for  strength  and  activity.  He  was  a  rapid  walker,  a  bold  rider 
and  was  fond  of  a  good  horse.  He  retained  possession  of  all  his  physical 
and  mental  activity  up  to  the  seizure  of  the  attack  which  terminated  his 
life.  His  biography  contains  little  or  nothing  of  attractive  incident  or 
public  interest.  It  is  the  life  of  a  man  of  fine  powers,  who  was  never 
highly  successful  in  the  pursuit  of  either  fame,  honors  or  wealth  ;  but 
who  was  unspeakably  happy  in  this,  that  the  discipHne  of  life  chastened 
his  spirit,  and  brought  him  throuirh  many  trials  to  the  experience  of  a 
peace  that  passeth  understanding  and  a  hope  full  of  immortality. 

Dr.  AMBROSE  IVES. 
He  was  the  son  of  Abijah,  and  the  grandson  of  Abraham  Ives  ;  was 
born  in  Wallirgford,  Dec.  30,  178G,  and  died  in  AVaterbury,  Jan,  31, 
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1852.  He  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Cornwall  of  Chesliire,  and  settled 
in  ^Yolcott  about  1808.  Here  be  married,  March  30,  1817,  Wealthy 
XT.  Upson,  and  was  engaged  in  an  extensive  practice  till  1S2V.  He 
then  removed  to  Wallingford  to  look  after  his  deceased  father's  estate. 
After  an  interval  of  two  years,  he  resolved  to  resume  his  professional 
business,  and  settled  in  Plymouth.  There  he  soon  obtained  a  lar;>-e 
practice.  In  1834,  he  became  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  2:ilt 
buttons  at  Waterville  and  took  charge  of  the  business.  In  1  S3 7,  he  re- 
moved to  Waterbury,  and  in  1839  sold  out  his  interest  at  AVaterville. 
Soon  after,  he  bought  into  the  company  of  Brown  &  Elton,  and  contin- 
ued in  this  connection  till  his  decease,  but  w-ithout  himself  en<j:aa:in''^  in 
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the  management  of  the  business. 

As  a  physician.  Dr.  Ives  was  sound,  discriminating  and  skillful.  Xo 
practitioner  in  the  vicinity  in  which  he  lived  was  more  deservedly  esteem- 
ed for  strong  common  sense  and  matured  judgment.  xVs  a  business  man, 
he  was  enlightened,  sagacious  and  stable.  Few  men  understood  human 
nature  more  perfectly,  or  could  see  farther  into  the  course  of  events  de- 
pending on  the  human  will.  By  able  management  and  financial  skill 
he  succeeded  in  acquiring  a  large  property. 

Dr.  Ives  was  not  tall,  but  stout,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life  be- 
came somewhat  corpulent.  He  preserved  the  plain  and  economical 
habits  of  his  early  life.  In  conversation,  he  was  shrewd,  intelligent  and 
facetious.  He  had  a  fund  of  anecdote  and  illustration,  and  abounded  in 
witty  and  humorous  remarks.  Few  were  more  companionable  or  in- 
structive. 

Rev.  JONATHAN  JUDD 

"Was  the  third  son  of  Capt.  William  Judd,  and  the  grandson  of  Dea. 
Thomas  Judd,  and  was  born  in  the  village  of  Waterbury,  Oct.  4,  1710. 
He  entered  Yale  College,  and  was  graduated  in  1741,  being  the  class- 
mate and  bosom  friend,  as  well  as  first  cousin,  of  Samuel  Hopkins,  2d. 
He  became  the  first  minister  of  the  second  precinct  or  parish  of  North- 
ampton, now  the  town  of  vSouthampton,  where  a  church  was  gatliered 
and  he  ordaine<]  June  3,  1743,  a  few  months  before  the  ordination  of  Mr. 
Hopkins.  The  two  were  correspondents' for  many  years  ;  but  at  la.?t  an 
alienation  of  feeling,  followed  by  non-intercourse,  took  place,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  ditference  in  theological  views.  Mr.  Judd  remained  the 
faithful  pastor  of  the  Southampton  church  for  sixty  years,  and  died  July 
28,  1803.  The  house  wdiich  he  built  in  1743,  and  which  was  surround- 
ed by  a  palisade  in  the  French  and  Indian  wars  for  security  against  sur- 
prise, is  still  standing  in  a  good  state  of  preservation.    By  direction  of 
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his  will  his  sermons  were  burned,  to  tlie  number  of  nearly  three  thou- 
sand.   Two  or  three  had  been  published.* 

Mr.  Judd  married,  Nov.  28,  1743,  Silence,  daughter  of  Capt.  Jonathan 
Sheldon  of  Suffield.  He  had  seven  children,  all  of  whom  survived  the 
father.  Of  the  sons,  the  second,  Sylvester  Judd,  was  the  father  of  Syl- 
vester Judd  now  of  Xorthampton,  extensively  known  for  his  historical 
and  genealogical  researches.  The  last  v/as  the  father  of  Rev.  Sylvester 
Judd,  (recently  deceased,)  of  Augusta,  Maine,  celebrated  as  a  preacher, 
public  lecturer  and  literary  man,  and  the  author  of  several  books  of 
much  merit, 

JOHN  KINGSBURY 

Was  the  son  of  Nathaniel  Kingsbury,  and  was  born  in  that  part  of 
Norwich  now  called  Franklin,  Dec.  30,  1762.  In  his  boyhood,  he 
labored  on  the  fiwm  with  his  father ;  but  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  was 
sent  to  his  uncle.  Dr.  Charles  Backus,  an  eminent  minister  of  Somers, 
to  prepare  for  college.  In  the  following  year,  he  entered  Yale  College  ; 
but  he  soon  left,  and  engaged  as  a  marine  on  board  a  privateer.  He 
made  two  cruises,  and  assisted  in  taking  two  prizes.  Before  his  return 
from  the  last  cruise  he  was  taken  dangerously  ill,  and  was  in  a  critical 
condition  for  a  long  time.  After  recovering,  he  returned  to  college  and 
graduated  in  1786.  He  then  went  to  Waterbury,  and  taught  in  the 
new  academy  about  one  year.  In  the  spring  of  1788,  he  entered  the 
Law  School  of  Judge  Reeve,  at  Litchiield,  and  in  1790,  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  Litchfield  county.  His  health  was  poor,  and  he  did  not 
immediately  enter  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession ;  but  in  the  fall  of 
1791,  he  settled  in  Waterbury  and  opened  a  law  olSce.  Three  years 
afterwards,  (Nov,  6,  1794,)  he  married  Mercy,  the  eldest  daughter  of 
Dea.  Stephen  Bronson,  by  whom  he  had  four  children,  Charles  Denizen, 
Julius  Jesse  Bronson,  John  Southmayd  and  Sarah  Susanna,  ail  of  whom 
•except  the  last  survived  their  father.  His  wife  died  of  pulmonary 
consumption,  March  21,  18113. 

In  1793,  Mr,  Kingsbury  was  chosen  town  clerk,  and  held  the  oSoe 
much  of  the  time  till  1818.  In  1790,  he  was  appointed  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  was  continued  in  office  till  1830.  Seventeen  times  between 
1796  and  1813,  he  represented  the  town  in  the  Le-^Islature.  On  the 
death  of  Judge  Hopkins,  in  1801,  he  was  appointed  to  fill  die  vacancies 
in  the  Probate  and  County  Courts.    He  was  continued  as  judge  of  Pro- 


*  Genealogy  of  the  Judds  ;  by  Sylvester  Judd,  1857. 
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bate  for  the  District  of  Waterbiiry  till  1834,  and  as  a  judge  of  the 
County  Court  (the  hist  year  presiding  judge)  till  May,  1820. 

Judge  Kingsbury  acquired,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  the  community  in  which  he  lived.  He  held  many  public 
offices,  and  always  discharged  his  duties  ably,  faithfully  and  acceptably. 
From  the  death  of  Judge  Hopkins  to  the  time  of  his  decease,  no  man  in 
the  town  was  more  honored,  respected  and  beloved. 

Judge  Kingsbury  was  a  popular  man,  but  he  became  so  in  conse- 
quence of  the  benevolence  of  his  character,  his  kindly  sympathies,  his 
agreeable  manners  and  many  excellent  qualities.  He  never  sacrificed 
principle  or  consistency.  He  was  a  good  neighbor  and  trusty  friend. 
Lively  in  his  manner,  easy  in  conversation,  often  facetious  in  his 
remarks,  his  company  was  sought  by  persons  of  all  ages  and  classes. 
His  long  aquiline  nose,  the  benevolent  smile  which  usually  played  upon 
his  countenance,  and  his  winning  way,  can  never  be  forgotten  by  those 
who  knew  him. 

Judge  Kingsbury  w^as  always  delicate  in  health,  and  for  the  last  twenty 
years,  or  more,  of  his  life,  had  strong  consumptive  tendencies.  He  died 
at  the  house  of  his  son-in-law,  William  Brown,  (with  whom  he  had  re- 
sided several  years,)  of  an  obstruction  of  the  bowels,  August  26,  1844. 

Maj.  JULIUS  J,.  B.  KINGSBURY 

"Was  the  second  son  of  John  Kingsbury,  and  was  born  Oct.  18,  1797. 
As  in  his  youth  there  was  no  school  in  Waterbury  of  a  higher  grade 
than  a  district  school,  he  was  sent  from  home  and  pursued  his 
studies  at  difierent  times  with  the  Rev.  Dr.  Tyler,  then  of  South  Britain, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Hart  of  Plymouth  and  Daniel  Parker  of  Ellsworth,  a 
society  of  Sharon.  In  1819,  he  obtained  through  the  influence  of 
David  Daggett,  then  a  member  of  Congress,  the  appointment  of 
cadet  at  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point.  He  left  this  in- 
stitution, in  regular  course,  in  1823  ;  was  attached  as  lieutenant 
to  the  second  regiment  of  infantry,  and  ordered  with  a  detachment  of 
troops  to  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  at  the  outlet  of  Lake  Superior,  to  as- 
sist in  building  the  fort  called  Fort  Brady.  Here  he  remained 
three  or  four  years,  under  Maj.  afterwards  Col.  Cutler,  during  which 
time  (while  on  leave  of  absence  visiting  his  friends  at  the  East) 
he  married  Miss  Jane  Stebbins,  of  New  York,  sister-in-law  of  Capt.  W. 
Becker,  also  of  the  2d  regiment;  Next,  he  was  ordered  with, a  detach- 
ment by  sea  to  New  Orleans  and  Nacogdoches,  then  on  our  southwestern 
frontier.  Afterwards,  he  was  stationed  for  a  time  at  Mackinaw  and 
Fort  Gratiot.   During  the  Black  Hawk  war  in  1832,  he  was  at  Chicago, 
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attached  to  the  commissary  department,  and  saw  much  hard  and  dan- 
gerous service.  "While  there,  lie  purchased  for  -S700  about  30  acres  of 
hmd  on  the  North  Branch  of  the  Chicago  River,  near  its  junction  with 
the  South  Branch,  and  about  two  acres  on  the  south  side  of  the  Main 
River,  the  latter  tract  in  the  heart  of  the  present  city,  and  the  former 
but  a  little  way  distant.  The  land  is  still  in  the  possession  of  the 
family,  and  is  now  thought  to  be  worth  several  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. When  the  purchase  was  made,  Chicago  was  in  its  infancy,  con- 
taining, in  1S32,  according  to  M'Cullock,  but  five  small  stores  and  250 
inhabitants. 

Kingsbury  was  afterwards  at  Fort  Niagara.  Still  later,  during  the  dis- 
turbances on  our  northeastern  frontier,  he  was  stationed  at  Hancock 
Barracks,  Houlton,  Maine.  Thence,  after  the  breaking:  out  of  the  Semi- 
nole war,  he  was  ordered,  with  his  command,  to  Tampa  Bay,  Florida. 
There  he  remained  three  years,  (wiih  the  exception  of  a  short  interval ;) 
and  his  constitution  was  so  broken  by  the  combined  inriuence  of  climate, 
exposure  and  fatigue,  that  he  never  recovered.  On.  his  return  to  the 
North,  he  was  stationed  at  Sacketts  Harbor,  and  afterwards  a  second 
time  to  Fort  Brady.  He  left  this  last  post  early  in  1847,  to  join  Gen. 
Scott  before  Vera  Cruz.  He  assisted  in  the  capture  of  that  piace,  and 
was  more  or  less  engaged  in  all  the  battles  which  occurred  on  the  march 
to  the  city  of  Mexico.  For  his  good  conduct  in  one  of  the  engagements 
near  the  city,  he  was  breveted.  Throughout  the  campaign,  he  acted  as 
lieut.  colonel  of  his  reeiiuent,  though  he  was  at  that  time  only  a  captain. 

While  in  Mexico,  Capt.  Kingsbury  was  attacked  by  a  severe  brain 
fever,  which  seriously  threatened  his  life.  When  he  had  recovered 
sufficient  strength,  Gen.  Scott  sent  him  home  *'  on  sick  leave."  In  Dec. 
1843,  having  partially  recfained  his  health,  he  was  ordered  with  a  part 
of  his  regiment  to  California,  where  he  remained  nearly  two  years. 
While  there,  he  was  promoted  and  transferred  to  the  sixth  regiment. 
He  returned  home  in  the  summer  of  1S50,  but  too  much  out  of  health 
to  be  fit  for  duty.  He  spent  the  next  two  years  at  W'ashii.gton  and 
with  his  friends  at  the  East,  on  sick  leave.  He  then  started  to  join  his 
regiment  at  St.  Louis:  but  ^vas  detained  at  1 'etroit  by  the  illness  of 
himself  and  family,  where  he  ^va3  compelled  to  spend  the  ^viuter, 
(1352-3.)  While  at  Detroit,  owing  to  some  misunderstanding  with  the 
War  Department,  not  implicating  his  inteca-ity  or  honor,  his  name  was 
stricken  from  the  army  roll.  Conceiving  himself  to  have  been  unfairly 
treated,  he  declined  to  make  any  explanation,  or  to  hold  any  communi- 
cation with  the  department.  Before  his  death,  however,  he  settled  all 
his  accounts  with  the  government  and  received  a  balance  which  was 
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found  due  him.  He  died  in  Washington,  vrhen  on  the  point  of  leaving 
for  the  East,  of  malignant  dysentery,  July  20,  1856.  His  remains  were 
brought  to  Waterbury,  where  he  was  buried,  according  to  his  expressed 
wishes,  in  the  old  burying  ground  by  the  side  of  his  father. 

Maj.  Kingsbury  was  a  brave  and  skillful  ofheer,  who  was  always  equal 
to  the  duties  imposed  upon  him.  He  was  nearly  thirty  years  connected 
with  the  army,  and  though  sometimes  charged  with  indolence  and  pro- 
crastination, was  ever  distinguished  for  honorable  conduct.  He  lost 
his  health  and  ruined  his  constitution  in  the  public  service.  Long  btfore 
his  death,  the  seeds  of  certain  dissolution  had  been  planted  in  his  sys- 
tem. His  loss  was  a  sore  bereavement  to  a  large  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances.  He  Wiis  estimable  and  respectable  in  all  his  relations, 
and  his  memory  will  not  soon  be  lost.  He  left  behind  him  a  widow, 
a  daughter  who  married  Capt.  Buckner,  recently  of  the  U.  S.  Armv, 
and  a  son  named  Henry,  w^ho  is  now  a  cadet  at  West  Point.  His  eld- 
est son,  Julius,  died  in  California  several  years  ago. 

MARK  LEAVEXWORTH 

Was  born  in  New  Haven,  August  31st,  1774,  and  died  in  Waterbury, 
Sept.  5th,  1849,  aged  75  years.  His  father,  Jesse  Leavenworth,  a  grad- 
uate of  Yale  College  and  a  captain  in  the  Revolution,  was  a  man  of 
much  enterprise,  and  previous  to  the  war  was  largely  engaged  (for  the 
times)  in  the  shipping  interest.  His  mother,  Katharine  Leavenwonh, 
was  a  woman  of  great  spirit  and  firnness,  as  was  instanced  by  her  in- 
sisting on  remaining  at  her  residence,  during  the  invasion  of  Xew 
Haven  by  the  British,  while  her  husband  was  absent  conveying  their 
children  to  a  place  of  safety,  and  when  nearly  all  the  inhabitants  had 
fled. 

At  the  age  of  ten  years,  the  subject  of  this  notice  removed  with  his 
father  to  the  county  of  Caledonia,  in  Vermont,  at  which  time  there  was 
not  a  white  man  living  within  thirty  miles  in  the  direction  of  Canada,  and 
but  one  family  within  many  miles  of  their  residence.  The  father  owned 
what  are  now  the  towns  of  Danville  and  Peacham.  At  the  age  of  four- 
teen, beeom.ing  dissatisfied,  he  determined  to  return  to  Connecticut. 
He  performed  the  journey  on  foot  and  alone.  The  distance  was  near 
three  hundred  miles.  After  his  return  to  New  Haven,  he  resided  in 
the  family  of  his  uncle,  Mark  Leavenworth,  Esq.,  who  sent  him  to 
a  school,  (Mansfield's,)  where  he  studied  geometry,  navigation  and  sur- 
veying, intending  to  go  to  sea,  an  idea  which  he  afterwards  relin- 
quished. Further  than  this,  his  school  education  was  limited,  being 
confined  to  reading,  writing,  geography  and  a  good  knowledge  of 
arithmetic. 
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After  leaving  school,  he  was  engaged  in  mechanical  pursuits.  He 
was  employed  for  a  number  of  years  with  Jesse  Hopkins  of  Waterbury, 
in  that  branch  of  the  silversmith  business  which  was  applied  to  making 
knee  and  shoe  buckles.  Near  the  period  of  his  majority,  the  fashions 
having  changed,  this  branch  of  the  business  became  worthless.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  he  married  Anna,  the  daughter  of  Moses 
Cooke  of  Waterbury,  (a  woman  of  placid  temper,  excellent  sense  and 
great  moral  worth,)  and  commenced  life  with  no  other  capital  than 
great  energy,  a  determined  will  and  uncommonly  industrious  habits. 
They  had  seven  children,  six  of  whom  arrived  at  the  age  of  maturity,  of 
whom  the  eldest  two  alone  survive.  After  his  marriage,  he  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  axes  and  steelyards,  and  also  the  mountings  of  small 
arms,  (guns,)  such  as  ramrods,  bands  and  bayonets.  At  this  business 
he  employed  a  number  of  hands  until  the  year  1800.  In  the  fall  of 
that  year,  he  left  for  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  with  steelyards  and 
axes.  This  was  an  adventure  wnich  at  the  time  called  forth  more  re- 
mark and  excited  more  wonder  than  the  circumnavigation  of  the  globe 
would  in  our  day.  In  the  year  1801,  in  company  with  his  brother,  Dr. 
Frederick  Leavenworth,  he  collected  a  drove  of  mules  in  Vermont  and 
New  Hampshire,  which  were  driven  to  South  Carolina  and  Georgia, 
He  continued  in  this  business  about  five  years.  He  returned  in  the 
summers,  and  employed  himself  in  constructing  one  or  more  of  Whit- 
ney's cotton-gins.  The  gin  was  then  a  recent  invention.  After  ceasing 
to  go  South,  he  commenced  the  manufacture  of  clocks,  in  which  busi- 
ness he  was  for  many  years  extensively  engaged.  In  1829,  in  addition 
to  the  clock  business,  he  became  interested  with  his  son,  B.  F.  Leaven- 
worth, and  his  son-in-law.  Green  Kendrick,  in  the  manufacture  of  gilt 
buttons.  In  1835,  he  ce^ised  to  manufacture  clocks,  and  engaged  per- 
sonally in  the  manufacture  of  gilt  and  cloth  buttons,  with  his  son-in-law, 
C.  S.  Sperry,  which  he  continued  till  his  death.  He  was  a  pioneer  in 
manufacturing  in  the  town  of  Waterbury.  By  reading  and  observa- 
tion, he  became  a  man  of  much  intelligence.  He  was  benevolent  and 
public  spirited.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church,  with 
which  he  and  his  wife  united  in  1817. — She  died  April  9th,  1842. 

In  person,  Mr.  Leavenworth  was  of  middle  stature,  his  frame  com- 
pactly and  firmly  knit  together,  and  his  constitution  good.  Though 
not  always  fortunate  in  business,  he  was  a  man  of  untiring  industry, 
and  indomitable  energy  and  perseverance.  It  was  when  laboring  under 
embarrassment  that  these  traits  were  most  conspicuous.  When  others 
would  have  despaired,  he  saw  reason  for  redoubled  effort  and  more 
untiring  application.    Under  a  load  which  would  have  broken  the  back 
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or  crushed  the  spirit  of  an  ordinary  man,  he  moved  with  freedom  and 
cheerfulness.  If  bad  luck  overtook  him,  he  was  always  ready  to  try 
again,  and  never  failed  to  find  something  to  comfort  him.  When  the 
storm  came  upon  him  in  1837,  and  he  was  obliged  to  yield,  he  eon- 
soled  himself  with  the  reflection  that  he  "  stood  it  longer  than  the 
United  States  Bank."    And  it  may  be  added  that  he  recovered  sooner. 

Mr.  Leavenworth  had  one  of  the  kindest  of  hearts.  He  was  well  in- 
formed, sociable,  sensible  and  shrewd.  There  was  sometimes  an  archness 
and  a  dry  Immor  in  his  remarks,  particularly  on  character,  which  ren- 
dered his  familiar  conversation  quite  attractive. 

Gen.  DANIEL  POTTER 
Was  one  of  the  thirteen  children  (the  twefth,  chronologically)  of  Dea* 
Daniel  Potter,  and  was  born  in  Northbury,  Feb.  15,  1758.  He  grad- 
uated at  Yale  College  in  1780,  married,  Jan.  25,  1781,  Martha,  daugh- 
ter of  Caleb  Humaston,  Esq.,  and  settled,  as  a  farmer,  in  Northbury, 
then  a  parish  of  Watertown.  He  was  a  representative  to  the  General 
Assembly  several  times,  both  before  and  after  Northbury  was  made  (in 
1795)  a  distinct  town.  He  was  a  man  of  a  vigorous  intellect  and  a 
sound  judgment,  and  exerted  a  wide  influence.  His  tall,  erect  and  manly 
ficrure  was  a  fitting  tabernacle  for  a  mind  like  his. 

Gen.  Potter  had  four  children,  Horace,  Ansel,  Minerva  and  Daniel 
Tertius.    He  died  April  21,  1842,  and  his  wife  April  28,  1842.* 

UAliK  RICHARDS 
Was  the  youngest  child  and  fifth  son  of  Abijah  Richards,  and  was 
born  July  15,  17G0,  in  a  house  which  stood  on  the  west  side  of  Cook 
street,  near  where  Xoah  Bronson  now  lives.  He  was  the  great  grand- 
son of  Obadiah  Richards,  one  of  the  first  planters  of  Waterbury.  llis 
mother  was  Huldah  Hopkins,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Timothy  Ho])kins, 
and  sister  of  Samuel,  Daniel  and  Mark  Hopkins.  She  possessed  the 
strenLjth  of  mind  which  belonged  to  her  family,  and  atten('>d  per- 
sonally to  the  proper  training  of  her  son,  who  was  not  quite  thirteen 
years  of  age  when  his  fether  died. 

When  the  Revolution  broke  out,  in  1775,  Richards  was  too  young  to 
enter  the  army ;  but  he  caught  the  spirit  of  the  times.  When  he  be- 
came sixteen,  an  age  which  entitled  him  to  shoulder  a  musket,  he  de- 


*  Isaiah  Potter,  the  son-  of  Dea.  Daniel  and  5Iartha  (Ru3')  Potter,  was  born  in  Northbury, 
July  23,  lliC)  •  graduated  at  Yale  CoUetre  in  1767,  in  the  same  class  as  John  Trumbull ;  was  or- 
dained at  Lebanon,  N.  11.,  in  Aug.  1772  ;  retired  from  his  charge  in  Sept.  1616,  and  died  liy  hia 
owa'hand  in  Atigust,  1817.   He  publijbed  a  Masonic  sermon  delivered  at  Ilanover,  N.  H.,  Ic02. 
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termined  to  join  the  army.  That  his  design  might  not  be  defeated  by 
the  interference  of  friends,  he  left  his  bed  in  the  night,  passed  out  of  the 
window,  and  repaired  to  the  camp  of  Gen.  AVooster  and  enlisted.  In 
the  morning,  the  family  was,  of  course,  much  alarmed.  At  last,  infor- 
mation was  received  where  the  truant  boy  could  be  found,  and  his  eldest 
brother,  Street,  was  sent  to  bring  him  back,  without  fail.  On  applica- 
tion to  Gen.  AYooster,  and  after  a  statement  had  been  made  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  permission  was  obtained  for  the  young  recruit 
to  return.  lie  declined  doing  so,  however,  most  peremptorily ;  and  de- 
clared that,  as  he  had  made  an  engagement  with  his  country,  he  would 
fulfill  it,  and  see  the  game  played  out.  As  he  was  of  a  determined  and 
persevering  disposition,  importunity  was  seen  to  be  useless,  and  the  dis- 
appointed brother  returned  reluctantly  to  his  sorrowing  friends.  The 
soldier-boy  remained  with  the  army  through  the  war;  was  with  the 
suffering  troops  at  Yalley  Forge,  in  the  winter  of  1777-S  ;  was  present 
in  many  battles,  and  died  a  pensioner. 

After  the  war,  Mr.  Richards  went  to  Boston  and  became  the  partner 
of  his  brother  Giles,*  a  man  of  enterprise  and  mechanical  skill,  who 
carried  on  the  business  of  making  wool  and  cotton  cards  by  hand.  The 
Messrs.  Cutters  and  William  and  Amos  Whittemore,  the  last  the  invent- 
or of  the  famous  card  making  machine,  were  also  partners.  The  busi- 
ness was  prosperous. 

In  1*796,  on  account  of  his  wife's  health,  Mr.  Richards  removed  from 
Boston  and  settled  in  Westminster,  Windham  County,  Vt.,  where  he 
became  a  tradesman.  He  was  soon  chosen  to  represent  the  town  in 
the  Legislature  of  the  State,  and  was  eight  years  a  member  of  that 
body,  between  1801  and  1834  inclusive.  In  1806,  1807,  1608  and 
1809,  he  was  high  sheritf  of  the  County;  in  1812  and  1824,  one  of  the 
electors  of  president  and  vice-prtbident  of  the  U.  S.;  in  1813  and  1815, 
a  member  of  the  State  Council.  lie  served  four  years  as  a  representa- 
tive in  Congress,  being  elected  in  1816  and  reelected  in  18L^.  In 
1830,  he  was  chosen  lieutenant  governor  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Richards  was  distinguished  for  good  sense,  great  industry,  method 
in  business,  and  punctuality  in  all  his  engagements.  Till  the  close  of 
his  life  in  1844,  he  retained  the  high  respect  and  entire  confideuce  of 
his  friends  and  fellow  citizens.    Soon  after  he  went  to  Boston,  he  mar- 

♦  Giles  Richards,  second  son  of  AMjah,  married  Sarah,  the  vounpest  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Adams  of  Ro.Tbury,  Mass.,  and  had  chiliiren — J  .  Giles,  Jr. ;  2.  Adams,  who  removed  to 
Ohio;  3.  George,  of  Paris,  (France;)  4,  Sarah,  the  flrfit  wife  of  Amos  Lawrence,  Esq.,  Boston; 
5.  Mary,  who  married  John  K.  Adan,  Boston. 

Giles  Richards  was  ultimately  unfortunate  in  business,  and  died  at  Dedham,  Mass.,  much 
respected. 
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ried  Ana  Dorr,  \Yido\v  of  Joseph  Dorr  of  Boston,  and  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph. Euggles  of  Roxburv,  Mass.,  a  woman  of  good  family,  by  whom  he 
had  several  cbiMren.  Two  only,  daughters,  suivived  him,  one  of  whom 
married  the  Hon.  "William  C.  Bradley,  formerly  member  of  Congress 
from  Vermont,  and  the  other  lion.  Samuel  W.  Porter  of  Springfield, 
Vermont. 

JAMES  MITCHELL  LAMSON  SCOVILL. 

He  was  the  eMest  born  of  James  and  Alathea  (Lamson  )  Scovill, 
and  the  grandson  of  Rev.  James  Scovill.  He  was  born  Sept.  4,  LTSO, 
and  died  May  16,  1857.  His  early  education  w-as  obtained  at  the  dis- 
trict schools.  According  to  his  own  account  of  himself,  he  was  a  "  wide 
awake  "  youth,  and  kept  the  pedagogues  busy.  At  the  age  of  seventetn, 
he  became  a  cierk.in  his  father's  store.  In  1811,  Sept.  19,  he  and  Frede- 
rick Leavenworth  bought  out  the  tactory,  machinery,  tools  and  stock  of 
Abel  Porter  &  Co.,  and  in  connection  with  David  Hayden  commenced 
the  manufacture  of  gilt  and  brass  buttons,  under  the  name  of  Leaven- 
worth, Ilayden  ti:  Scovill.*  Some  of  the  work  was  done  in  the  old  grist 
mill.  Mr.  Hayden  was  the  only  practical  button  maker  in  the  coni[>a- 
ny.  Mr.  Scovill  sold  the  goods  and  attended  to  the  out-of-do'.">r  busi- 
ness. When  traveling,  he  improved  every  chance  to  pick  up  old 
copper.  About  once  a  month,  he  made  a  journey  to  the  iron  miii  at 
Bradleyville,  Litchfield,  and  waited  to  have  his  brass  rolled.  On  one  of 
his  return  trips  he  had  an  old  copper  still  in  his  sleigh.  As  there  was 
no  other  place  to  ride,  he  got  inside.  Afterwards  he  was  overturned,  but 
drawing  his  head  within,  he  roiled  down  the  hill  uninjured. 

About  1811,  the  Waterbury  Woolen  Co.,  under  the  superintendence 
of  Austin  Steele,  commenced  operations.  James  Scovill  and  Leaven- 
worth, Hayden  &  Scovill  were  stockholders.  W^hen  peace  was  de- 
clared, woolen  goods  went  down,  and  this  investment  was  a  total  loss. 

Leavenworth,  Hayden  ^  Scovill  continued  business,  with  ven,-  mo-l- 
erate  success,  till  the  fall  of  1827,  when  Dr.  Leavenworth  and  Mr.  ILiVilen 
sold  out,  and  W^illiara  H.  Scovill  bought  in.   L)r.  L.  got  for  his  one  third 


*  The  names  cf  all  the  partners  were  introduced  into  the  partnership  narcie  at  the  particuiar 
request  of  Mr.  Harden.  He  had  had  some  painful  experiences'which  made  him  strenuous  on  this 
point.  His  name  was  not  known  in  the  firm  of  Abel  Porter  &  Co.  While  a  member  -^f  this 
company,  without  much  Icnowledge  of  the  forms  of  business,  he  went  to  New  Uavtn  to  draw 
moTivy  out  of  the  bank.  lie  dre'^  a  check,  signed  the  company's  name,  and  presented  it  to  the 
old  New  Haven  Bank.  The  officc-rs  did  not  know  him.  He  must  bring  evidence  of  his  individual 
identity  and  partnt-rship  relation.  The  day  was  spent  in  fruitless  endeavors  to  find  th--;  nt-.-deil 
proof.  Of  course  he  was  in  a  towering  rage,  and  showered  epithets  upon  tlie  stupid  bank  otf;- 
cials.  He  returned  home  without  money  enough  to  pay  gate  fees,  unburdening  himself  to  the 
rocks  and  trees  on  the  way.  . 
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interest  about  86,000.  The  new  firm  took  the  nameof  J.  M.  L.  <fc  W.  H. 
ScovilL  They  went  on  prosperously  till  1829,  when  they  met  with  a 
severe  loss  by  the  burning  of  their  factory.  It  was  immediately  rebuilt, 
and  the  business  soon  became  more  extensive  and  flourishing  than  ever. 
In  1840,  S.  M.  Buckingham  and  Abram  Ives  became  interested  in  the 
button  business,  which  was  now  carried  on  under  the  name  of  Scovill  & 
Co.  J.  M.  L.  &  W.  H.  Scovill  continued  the  manufacture  of  rolled  brass 
and  plated  metal,  which  had  now  become  an  important  interest.  They 
also  associated  themselves  with  John  Buckingham,  under  the  name  of 
Scovills  &  Buckingham,  in  the  making  of  patent  brass  butts,  the  busi- 
ness being  carried  on  at  the  place  now  owned  by  the  Oiikville  Pin  Co., 
on  Steel's  Brook.  About  1842,  they  began  the  manufacture  of  Daguerre- 
otype plates,  and  soon  did  an  extensive  business  in  that  line.  In  Jan. 
1850,  a  joint  stock  company  was  formed  under  the  name  of  Scovill  Man- 
ufacturing Co.,  into  which  all  the  interests  named  above,  those  of  J.  M. 
L.  &  W.  II.  Scovill,  Scovills  &  Buckingham  and  Scovills  &  Co..  were 
merged,  some  of  their  employees  being  admitted  as  stockholders.  The 
Scovills  owned  a  majority  of  the  stock.  The  capital  was  at  first 
$250,000.  It  is  now  8300,000.  The  operations  of  the  company  have 
been  upon  a  large  scale  and  successful. 

The  present  manufacturing  interests  of  Waterbury  are  perhaps  more  in- 
debted to  Lamson  Scovill  than  to  any  other  m.an.  He  was  bold,  energetic 
and  sagacious.  He  had  enlarged  views  and  that  degree  of  confidence  in 
the  future  which  ensured  success.  So  soon  as  he  got  strength  of  his  own, 
he  was  ready  to  lend  assistance  to  others.  Many  enterprises  have  been 
carried  forward  to  a  successful  result  by  his  kindly  aid.  Not  only  his 
relations,  but  his  friends,  in  the  largest  sense,  shared  in  his  financial 
prosperity.  He  was  foremost  in  all  the  improvements  of  his  native  vil- 
lage. His  own  generous  impulses  he  did  not  hesitate  to  follow,  even 
when  indulgence  was  expensive.  He  was  a  large-hearted  man  with 
social,  kindly  feelings.  Few  persons  have  been  equally  respected  or 
more  beloved.  He  was  a  member  of  St.  John's  church,  of  which  he  was 
an  important  benefactor.  His  generosity  and  that  of  his  brother  Wil- 
liam founded  a  professorship^  in  Washington  College,  which  is  named 
after  the  donors.  At  the  time  of  his  funeral,  the  factories,  stores  and 
public  places  of  the  city  were  closed,  and  the  countenances  of  the  citi- 
zenSj  assembled  in  large  numbers,  wore  an  aspect  of  honest  grief. 
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WILLIAM  HENRY  SCOVILL, 

A  younger  brother  of  the  preceding,  was  born  July  27,  1796.  His 
mother  was  Alathea,  the  daughter  of  Mitchel  Lamson  of  Woodbury,  a 
woman  of  excellent  character  and  superior  endowments,  who  died  a 
few  years  ago,  aged  about  80. 

Mr.  Scovill  spent  his  early  life  at  home  on  the  farm  and  in  the  store 
of  his  father.  When  about  seventeen  years  of  age,  he  went  to  school 
at  the  Academy  in  Cheshire,  then  taught  by  tlie  Rev.  Dr,  Brocson. 
He  was  there  in  the  winter  of  1812-13.  In  the  following  year,  he 
became  a  clerk  in  a  store  in  New  Haven,  first  in  the  employment  of  Mr. 
Brush,  and  then  in  that  of  Mr.  Peck.  When  about  20  years  of  age,  he 
returned  to  Waterbury  and  opened  a  store,  the  capital  being  furnished 
by  Mr.  Peck.  The  business  not  proving  successful,  it  was  abandoned 
after  two  years'  trial,  and  Mr.  Scovill  again  engaged  himself  as  a  clerk 
to  his  uncle,  William  K.  Lawson,  of  Berwick,  Pennsylvania,  in  whose 
employment  he  remained  about  two  years.  The  next  year,  after  leaving 
Berwick,  he  went  into  trade  on  his  own  account  at  a  place  called 
Turner's  Cross  Roads,  near  the  Roanoke,  in  North  Carolina,  where,  in 
addition  to  the  usual  articles  of  a  country  store,  he  dealt  somewhat  in 
cotton.  Here  he  remained  several  years,  and  accumulated  five  or  six 
thousand  dollars.  In  1827,  he  visited  Waterbury  and  made  an  en- 
gagement with  his  elder  brother,  J.  M.  L.  Scovill,  to  become  his  partner 
in  the  business  of  manutacturing  metal  buttons. 

On  the  2d  day  of  July,  1827,  Mr.  Scovill  was  married  at  Black  Lake, 
near  Ogdensburgli,  N.  Y.,  to  Eunice  Ruth  Davies,  daughter  of  Hon, 
Thomas  J.  Davies.  By  this  marriage  he  had  four  children,  two  of 
whom  still  survive,  Mrs.  F.  J.  Kingsbury  of  Waterbury  and  Mrs.  Curtis 
of  New  York  City.  Mrs.  Scovill,  a  woman  of  many  virtues,  of  uncom- 
mon intelligence  and  great  force  of  character,  died,  much  lamented,  of 
pulmonary  consumption,  Nov.  25,  1839. 

Mr.  Scovill  was  again  married,  March  22d,  1841,  to  Rebecca  H. 
Smith,  second  daughter  of  Hon.  Nathan  Smith,  deceased,  of  New  Haven, 
by  whom  he  had  three  children,  one  of  whom,  a  son,  still  survives.  He 
died  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  whither  he  had  gone  for  the  recovery  of  his 
health,  (which  had  been  for  several  months  declining,)  March  27,  1854. 
His  second  wife  died  the  4th  day  of  August  following. 

Mr.  Scovill,  for  many  years  before  his  death,  filled  a  large  space  and 
exercised  a  wide  influence,  in  the  community  in  which  he  live<l.  He 
was  a  sagacious  business  man  of  comprehensive  views,  who  assisted  his 
brother  in  conducting  one  of  the  most  extensive  and  prosperous  man- 
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ufacturing  establishments  in  AYaterbury.  He  ^vas  a  man  of  intelligence, 
of  generous  sympathies  and  inflexible  principle.  Ills  wealth  he  dis- 
tributed with  a  free  hand  in  the  way  of  both  public  and  private  charity. 
To  every  good  cause,  he  was  ready  to  give  material  aid.  lie  was  em- 
phatically a  public  benefactor,  and  his  loss  was  a  public  calamity.  He 
was  one  of  the  most  active  and  influential  members  of  St.  John's 
church,  AVaterbury  ;  was  senior  warden  for  many  years,  and  was  among 
the  foremost  in  the  work  of  erecting  the  beautiful  edifice  in  which  the 
society  now  worship.  Throughout  the  State,  he  was  known  as  the 
liberal  patron  of  the  church  and  its  institutions. 

Mr.  Scovill  was  not  less  distinguished  for  his  social  and  private  than 
for  his  public  virtues.  At  his  own  fireside,  in  the  bosom  of  his  fainily, 
among  his  intimate  friends  and  in  all  the  most  sacred  relations  of  life, 
he  was  faithful,  afiectionate  and  true. 

JUXIUS  SMITH,  LL.  D., 

The  third  son  of  Major-General  David  Smith,  (a  major  in  the  Revolu- 
tion,) was  born  in  Vv'atertown,  Northbury  Parish,  Oct.  2,  1780.  He 
graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1802,  studied  law  in  the  Law  School  in 
Litchfield,  and  settled  as  a  lawyer  in  Xew  Haven.  In  1805,  he  had 
occasion  to  go  to  London  on  business,  and  being  detained  beyond  his 
expectations,  engaged  in  commerce,  maintaining  his  connection  with 
Tallmadge,  Smith  ct  Co.,  of  Xew  York.  In  1810,  he  visited  his  friends 
in  this  country,  but  soon  returned.  On  tlie  9th  of  x^.pril,  1812,  he 
married  Sarah  Allen,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Allen,  Esq,  of  Hudders- 
field,  Yorkshire.*  •  ' 

Mr.  Smith  continued  his  mercantile  pursuits  with  varied  success,  till 
1832.  He  then  interested  himself  in  the  great  cause  of  Transatlantic 
Steam  Xavicration,  in  connection  v,ith  which,  his  name  has  become 
widely  celebrated.  He  sailed  for  Xew  York  in  August,  his  thoughts 
intently  occupied  with  the  subject.  He  became  convinced  that  the 
xVtlantic  could  be  traversed  by  steam,  and  when  he  arrived  at  Xew 
York,  endeavored  to  awaken  an  interest  in  his  plans  amoncf  merchants 
and  others.  He  was  met  by  a  smile  of  incredulity,  and  returned  to 
London  in  Dec.  (1832.)  Here  he  first  applie^l  to  the  London  and  Ed- 
inburgli  Steam  Xavigation  Company,  whose  stoam  vessels  were  the 
largest  afloat,  and  tried  to  enlist  it  in  his  undertaking.  Failin;::  in  thi?;, 
be  made  efforts  to  find  and  charter  a  vessel  for  an  experimental  trip. 


*  See  Kilbourne's  Biographical  History  of  Litchfield  County,  ic,  a  work  of  which  I  have 
made  free  use  in  the  preparation  of  this  sketch. 
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but  met  with  no  success.  lie  then  began  to  consider  whether  he 
could  not  compass  his  object  by  the  formation  of  a  joint-stock  company 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  steamships  for  Atlantic  navigation.  On 
the  first  of  June,  1835,  a  prospectus  of  a  company  proposing  a  capital 
of  £100,000  was  issued,  in  his  own  name,  and  widely  distributed,  at 
considerable  expense,  among  the  London  merchants,  particularly  those 
engaged  in  the  New  York  trade.  A  very  few  regarded  the  phm  with 
favor;  but  generally  it  was  made  the  subject  of  gibes  and  jeers.  Its 
author  was  ridiculed  as  ii  visionary.  Men  of  science  regarded  tlie  en- 
terprise with  incredulity,  and  declared  that  it  must  fail  as  a  practical 
thing.  No  steamer,  they  said,  could  survive  those  terrible  storms 
which  sweep  the  Atlantic.  The  result  was,  as  might  have  been  foreseen, 
and  as  Mr.  Smith  himself  apprehended,  ''not  a  single  share  was  taken." 
^len  of  capital  are  slow  to  embark  their  means  in  untried  experiments. 
Were  it  not  so,  they  would  soon  cease  to  be  capitalists.  This  habitual 
caution  (conservatism)  of  wealth  may  retard,  but  will  not  prevent  the 
birth  of  discovery  and  improvement. 

Mr.  Smith,  nothing  daunted,  now  revised  his  prospectus,  raised  the 
capital  to  £500,000  and  named  the  association  The  ]3ritish  and  Ameri- 
can Steam  Navigation  Company.  But  he  could  get  nobody  to  stand 
as  directors.  At  length,  however,  after  numerous  and  various 
discouragement^,  such  as  would  have  disheartened  ordinary  men,  a 
company  was  organized  with  eleven  directors,  (Mr.  Smith  one  of  rhcra.) 
with  Isaac  Solby,  Esq.,  for  chairman.  The  capital  was  increased  to 
£1,000,000,  and  subscribers  were  readily  obtained.  It  was  proposed  to 
cross  the  Atlantic  in  fifteen  days.  In  July,  1836,  the  company  adver- 
tised for  proposals,  and  in  September  a  contract  was  made  with  some 
ship  builder  to  construct  a  steamer  of  2016  tons,  the  keel  of  which 
was  laid  April  1st,  1837.  It  was  afterwards  called  the  British  Queen. 
But  there  was  delay  in  getting  in  the  boilers,  and  the  Sirius,  of  about 
700  tons,  was  chartered  to  take  her  place.  The  latter  sailed  from  Cork 
on  the  4th  of  April,  1S38,  and  arrived  in  New  York  on  the  morninn  of 
the  '23d.  She  was  the  first  vessel  that  steamed  her  way  across  the  At- 
lantic. It  is  true,  the  steamer  Savannah,  sailing  from  Savannah,  Geor- 
gia, had  performed  the  voyage,  in  1819  ;  but  steam  was  used  only 
when  sails  could  not  be  employed.  As  a  practical  thing,  the  great 
question  of  Transatlantic  Steam  Navigation  was  solved  by  the  persevering 
efforts  and  dauntless  energy  of  Mr.  Smith.  If  he  is  not,  in  strictness, 
entitled  to  the  name  of  a  discoverer,  he  merits  little  less.  lie  saw, 
more  clearly  than  others,  the  bearing  of  certain  great  scientific  truths, 
and  was  the  first  to  turn  them  to  practical  account. 

On  the  a  fternoon  of  the  same  day  that  the  Sirius  reached  New  York, 
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the  Great  Western,  of  1340  tons,  arrived  ;  having  sailed  from  Bristol, 
April  7th.  The  appearance  of  these  two  steamship?,  at  about  the  same 
time,  from  another  continent,  was  the  cause  of  the  most  lively  and  ex- 
citing demonstrations.  Subsequently,  (July,  1839.)  Mr.  Smith  himself 
embarked  from  London,  in  the  British  Queen,  and  was  received  in  New 
York  with  hearty  congratulations.  Soon  after,  he  received  the  honorary 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  from  Yale  College,  and  was  made  the  presi- 
dent of  his  company. 

Having  secured  one  great  object  of  his  ambition,  Mr.  Smith  turned 
his  attention  in  a  new  direction.  He  had  visited  China  and  made 
himself  fiirailiar  with  the  Tea  plant,  its  habits,  mode  of  cultivation,  ttc. 
He  satisfied  himself  that  it  would  grow  and  thrive  in  his  native  coun- 
try, and  resolved  to  make  the  experiment.  He  purchased  an  extensive 
plantation,  in  all  respects  favorable  to  his  object,  in  Greenville,  South 
Carolina,  and  began  the  work,  which  he  prosecuted  for  the  several  re- 
maining years  of  his  life.  His  immediate  purpose  was  to  propagate 
and  naturalize  the  plant,  and  he  supposed  he  had  succeeded;  but  his 
illness  and  death,  and  the  subsequent  neglect  of  his  plantation,  put  an 
end  to  the  hopes  of  those  who  had  watched,  ^vith  the  greatest  interest, 
the  progress  of  the  undertaking.  He  died  in  Astoria,  X.  Y.,  Jan.  23, 
1853,  from  the  effects  of  an  injury  which  he  had  received  a  year  before. 
His  wife  had  died  previously,  (1836.)  He  had  one  child,  a  daughter, 
(now  deceased,)  who  married  the  Rev.  Edward  Knight  Maddox,  an 
English  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England. 

Capt.  DAXIEL  SOUTHMAYD 
Was  the  son  of  the  Eev.  John  Southmayd,  and  was  born  April  19, 
1717.  He  received  a  liberal  education  at  Yale  College,  and  w^as  gradu- 
ated in  1741.  On  leaving  college,  he  returned  to  his  native  village,  and 
gave  his  attention  to  farming  and  public  business.  He  became  a 
selectman,  a  moderator  of  town  meetings,  a  captain  of  militia,  a  justice 
of  the  peace,  &c.  For  eight  sessions,  beginning  with  l7ol,  he  was  a 
representative  to  the  General  Assembly.  He  was  much  beloved  for  the 
qualities  of  his  heart,  and  greatly  respected  for  soundness  of  mind  and 
force  of  character.  He  was  vastly  popular,  and  in  the  opinion  of  his 
contemporaries  and  immediate  successors,  Ivad  extraordinary  talents. 
Long  after  his  decease,  it  was  a  common  temark  that  he  was  the  great- 
est man  ever  born  or  reared  in  Waterbury.  At  the  time  of  his  death, 
Mr.  Leavenworth  preached  a  funeral  discourse  ;  and  such  was  the  com- 
bined effect  of  the  sermon,  the  occasion  and  the  theme,  that  the  whole 
congregation  were  thrown  into  tears.* 


*  B.  Bronson's  ilSS. 
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Mr.  Southmayd  died  Jan.  12,  1754.  He  liad  married,  March  24, 
1749,  Hannah,  daughter  of  Samuel  Brown,  who  bore  him  three  children. 
The  widow  married  Gen.  Spencer  of  East  Haddam. 

SAMUEL  W.  SOUTHMAYD 
Was  the  eldest  son  of  Samuel,  the  grandson  of  John,  (the  constable,)  and 
the  great  grandson  of  the  Rev.  John  Southmayd,  and  was  born  in  West- 
bury,  Sept.  1773.  His  mother's  name  was  Dorcas  Skinner.  He  made 
choice  of  the  legal  profession,  pursued  his  studies  at  the  Law  School  in 
Litchfield,  under  Judge  Reeve,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1795,*  and 
settled  in  Watertown.  He  had  not  the  advantages  of  an  academical 
education  ;  nor  had  he  the  disadvantages  too  often  arising  from  the  se- 
clusion, the  inexperience,  the  constraints  and  artificial  methods  of  a  col- 
lege life.  He  was  a  self-made  man,  as  all  men  of  unusual  intellectual  pro. 
portions  are.   Mere  literature  comes  of  good  scbooling,l>ut  not  greatness. 

Mr.  Southmayd  soon  rose  to  eminence  in  his  profession.  At  the  bar, 
he  was  considered  as  a  man  of  rare  talents.  But  he  was  unusualty 
modest,  and  before  a  court,  his  diffidence  sometimes  interfered  with  his 
success  as  an  advocate. 

Out  of  his  profession,  Mr.  Southmayd  had,  to  an  unusual  degree,  the 
respect,  the  confidence  and  the  friendship  of  his  acquaintance.  He  was 
known  for  his  equanimity  of  temper  and  kindness  of  heart.  To  his  near 
friends,  he  was  greatly  endeared.  To  his  clients,  lie  gave  excellent 
counsel.  He  never  encouraged  litigation,  but  used  his  influence  to  re- 
store peace  when  it  had  been  broken,  and  perpetuate  friendship.  He 
was  much  engaged  in  public  life,  and  represented  his  town  seventeen 
times  in  the  Legislature.  In  1809,  he  received  from  Yale  College  the 
honorary  degree  of  xV.  M.  He  died  in  early  manhood,  greatly  lamented, 
March  4,  1813.  The  writer  well  remembers  the  time  when  his  death 
was  announced  in  Waterbury,  and  the  signs  of  grief  which  followed. 

ELI  TERRY, 

The  fifth  in  descent  from  Samuel  Terry,  who  came  to  some  part  of 
ancient  Springfield,  (Mass.,)  in  1G54,  was  born  in  East  Windsor,  now 
South  Windsor,  April  13,  1772,  Samuel  Terry,  1st,  married  Anne 
Lobdell  in  IGGO,  and  had  a  son,  Samuel,  who  settled  in  Enfield,  in  this 
State.  The  latter,  Samuel,  2d,  married,  in  1682,  Hannah  Morgan,  and 
afterwards  Martha  Credan.  By  the  first  marriage,  he  had  Samuel  and 
Ebenezer ;  and  by  the  second,  Benjamin,  Ephraim,  Jacob,  Jonathan  and 
Isaac.  The  son  Ephraim  (born  1701)  manied  Anne  Collins,  and  had 
Samuel,  Ephraim,  Nathaniel,  Elijah,  Eiiphalet.     Samuel,  the  third  of 


*  stated  on  the  authority  of  the  late  Asa  Bacon  of  >'ew  Haven. 
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that  name,  son  of  Epiiraira,  was  born  in  1725,  married  Mary  Kello,^,  and 
liad  Samuel,  Alice,  Mary,  Ascph,  Ehoda,  Levi,  Solomon,  Sybil,  Ezekiel. 
Samuel,  4tli.  (born  1750,)  married  Iluldah  Burnham,  and  had  E!i,  Sam- 
uel, Silas,  Huldali,  Lucy,  Anne,  Naomi,  Horace,  Clarissa,  Josepli. 

Mr.  Terry  was  instructed  in  the  business  of  clock  making  and  watch 
repairing  by  Daniel  Buruap*  of  East  AVindsor  and  a  ^Ir.  Cheeney  of 
East  Hartford.  He  interested  himself  in  the  arts  and  sciences  which 
have  a  beariug  on  the  construction  of  instruments  for  measuring  time. 
He  read  the  standard  works  on  astronomy,  natural  philosophy  and 
chemistry,  (then  a  new  science.)  He  kept  up  his  acquaintance  with 
these  subjects  till  late  in  life,  reading  the  modern  treatises  on  their  first 
appearance.  He  knew  more  of  them  than  is  usually  known  by  gra<:lu- 
ates  of  colleges.  His  attention,  however,  was  principally  confined  to 
those  points  which  had  a  practical  relation  to  his  business. 

Mr.  Terry  came  to  Plymouth  (then  AYatertown,  Northbury  parish) 
on  the  first  Monday  of  Sept.  1793,  and  set  up  the  business  of  clock  mak- 
ing. Around  him,  Tin^othy  Barnes  of  Litchfield,  South  Farms,  James 
Harrison  of  AVaterbury,  and  Gideon  Roberts  of  Bristol,  were  already 
known  as  clock  makers.  The  price  of  a  wooden  clock,  with  a  long  pen- 
dulum, at  that  time,  was  £4,  or  SI 3.33.  If  it  had  a  brass  dial  and  a  dial 
fjr  seconds  and  the  moon's  age,  the  price  was  $25.  Brass  clocks  brought 
more — from  £10  to  £15,  without  a  case. 

Mr.  Terry  made  clocks  both  of  wood  and  brass  in  the  then  ordinary  way,  hav- 
ing a  hand  engine  for  cutting  the  teetli  or  cogs  of  the  wheels  or  pinions,  and 
using  a  foot  lathe  for  doing  the  turning.  It  is  probable  he  used  a  knife,  as  well 
as  many  other  tools  then  in  use,  in  doing  some  part  of  the  work  ;  but  that  the 
different  parts  of  the  clock  "''were  cut  out  ic'dh  the  penknife''''  is  a  tale  of  many 
years'  growth,  having  no  foundation,  and  ought  not  to  be  stereotyped  as  part  of 
the  history  of  clock  making  in  this  country.  So  limited  was  the  demand  for 
clocks  at  this  time,  and  so  inadequate  ids  means  for  making  them,  that  after  fin- 
ishing three  or  four  he  was  obliged  to  go  out  with  them  on  horseback,  and  put 
them  up  where  they  had  previously  been  engaged  or  sold.  His  usual  way  was  to 
put  one  forward  of  the  saddle  on  which  he  rode,  one  behind,  and  o  le  on  each 
side  in  his  portmanteau.  During  this  day  of  small  things,  however,  there  was  an 
attempt  at  something  more.  As  early  as  the  year  1797,  he  procured  a  patent  for 
what  he  then  supposed  to  be  an  important  improvement  in  clocks.  This  patent 
was  for  a  new  construction  of  an  equation  clock,  showing  the  difference  between 
the  mean  and  apparent  time.  The  patent  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  writer, 
as  executor  of  his  estate.  *  *  This  invention  proved  to  be  a  useful  one  to 
him  in  no  way  save  the  discipline  he  acquired  by  it ;  for  the  secret  in  money-mak- 


*  BIr.  Burnap  was  the  maker  of  some  of  the  bet-t  American  clocks.  Some  of  thera  .ire  met 
with  even  now,  said  to  be  seventy  years  old,  of  excellent  quality,  not  inferior  to  the  liest  English 
clocks,  and  far  better  tiian  many  that  are  made  at  this  day,  with  a  more  costly  exterior. 
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ing  at  that  time,  as  well  as  at  the  present  day,  was  in  not  manufacturing  so  ex- 
pensive clocks  as  this  kind  must  necessarily  have  been.  The  greater  demand  was, 
and  still  is,  for  a  less  costly  article. 

The  business  was  prosecuted  by  him  in  this  old  way  until  about  the  year  1S02 
or  1803,  when,  finding  he  could  sell  his  clocks  without  being  an  itinerant  himself, 
he  made  provision  for  manufacturing  them  more  extensively.  He  erected  a  small 
building  on  a  small  stream,  [half  a  mile  west  of  the  central  Congregaticmal  chureh.,] 
where  he  had  the  benefit  of  water  power  and  additional  machinery  for  doing  soaie 
portion  of  the  work.  At  this  time,  he  made  arrangements  for  manufacturing 
clocks  by  the  thousand.  It  was  regarded  by  some  at  the  time  as  so  extravagant 
an  undertaking  as  to  subject  him  to  considerable  ridicule.  A  conceited  wag  of 
the  town  offered  to  become  the  purchaser  of  the  last  one  of  the  thousand,  thinking 
he  would  never  be  able  to  finish  thai  number.  The  clocks,  however,  were  soon 
finished. 

We  come  now  to  the  era  when  the  grist  mill,  four  miles  south  of  the  central  vil- 
lage, was  converted  into  a  factory  for  making  clocks.  At  this  place,  Mr.  Terry,  in 
1807-8,  made  still  more  extensive  arrangements  for  the  business.  He  had  oljtained 
a  contract  with  the  Rev.  Edward  Porter,  a  Congregational  minister  and  ex-pa.^tor 
of  the  Congregational  church  and  society  of  Waierbury,  and  Levi  Porter,  his  p;ir  t- 
uer,  for  making  four  thousand  clocks.  It  took  a  considerable  part  of  the  nv.-t 
year  to  fit  up  the  machinery,  most  of  the  second  year  to  finish  the  first  thou-and 
clocks,  and  the  third  to  complete  the  remaining  three  thousand.  The  success  at- 
tending this  enterprise  was  such  as  to  give  anew  impulse  to  clock  manufacturing  as 
a  money-making  business,  and  was  so  successfully  brought  to  a  close  that  the  i^it-a 
of  retiring  from  business  was  entertained,  although  he  was  still  a  young  man.  He 
accordingly  sold  the  factory,  machinery  and  other  property  there,  to  Mo>-rs. 
Seth  Thomas  and  Silas  Hoadley,  who  had  been  employed  during  the  three  yi.'ars 
in  making  these  clocks,  and  then  removed  to  his  former  residence,  in  the  central 
part  of  the  town.  The  business  had  at  tliis  time  been  commenced  in  Winsted  1,'y 
WiUiara  Hoadley,  and  had  been  revived  in  Bristol,  AVaterbury  and  elsewliere. 
Asa  Hopkins,  a  man  residing  in  the  parish  of  Xorthfield,  town  of  Litchfield,  liad 
erected  a  factory  on  the  Xaugatuek  River.  This  Mr.  Hopkins  was  a  man  of  con- 
siderable mechanical  skill  and  a  successful  manufacturer  of  clocks.  He  obtaiued 
a  patent,  about  the  year  1813  or  1814,  on  a  machine  for  cutting  the  cogs  or  teeth 
of  the  wheels.  This  invention  or  improvement  was  for  the  use  and  introduction 
of  three  arbors  or  mandrels,  by  means  of  which  one  row  of  teeth  on  a  number  of 
wheels  was  finished  by  one  operation — a  machine  still  in  use,  altluough  superseded 
at  the  time  by  the  construction  of  an  engine  by  Mr.  Terry,  with  only  one  mandre!, 
which  was  used  for  many  years  afterwards,  and  has  not  been  abandoned  to  thisdiy. 
Messrs.  Thomas  and  Hoadley  prosecuted  the  business  as  partners  for  three  years 
or  more,  when  they  dissolved,  Mr.  Hoadley  retaining  the  factory  and  other  proper- 
ty, and  which  he  still  improves.  Heman  Clark,  who  had  been  an  apprentice  to 
Mr.  Terry,  built  a  factory  about  the  year  1811,  in  the  place  now  known  as  Ply- 
mouth Hollow,  where  he  pursued  the  business  two  or  more  years.  Mr.  Thomas 
purchased  this  factory,  Dec.  1813,  where  he  again  embarked  in  this  calling,  and 
where  lie  has  been  eminently  successful  in  making  clocks,  and  is  at  this  time,  at  an 
advanced  age  in  life,  extensively  engaged  in  this  and  other  bu,siness.  Mr.  Hoa^lley 
has  done  less  business,  but  has  been  successful,  and  more  so  than  many  who  subse- 
quently engaged  in  this  occupation. 
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[Mr.  Terry  commenced  manufacturing  on  the  Xaugatuck  in  1813  and  1814,  at 
the  old  place  known  as  "  SutlitFs  Mills,"  but  owned  by  Miles  Morse  at  the  time  of 
the  purchase.] 

la  18U,  the  short  or  shelf  clock  was  devised,  made  and  introduced  by  Mr. 
Terry,  who  had  then  removed  to  a  site  on  the  Xaugatuck  River,  where  he  com- 
menced the  making  of  these  clocks;  Mr.  Thomas  being  then  engaged  in  making 
the  common  or  old-fashioned  clocks,  and  also,  to  some  extent,  the  new  shelf  or 
mantle  clock.  A  patent  was  procured  for  this  improvement  in  clocks,  by  Mr. 
Terry  in  1816.  For  a  few  years  from  this  time,  the  old  or  long  clocks  were  made 
by  Mr.  Thomas  and  others,  but  gradually  the  sales  declined,  as  the  demand  in- 
creased for  the  others.  The  patent  was  a  source  of  no  little  trouble,  strife  and 
litigation.  Patents  were  not  unfrequently  granted  at  that  time,  with  very  imper- 
fect specifications,  the  inventors  not  being  aware  of  the  importance  of  an  exact 
definition  of  their  claims,  independent  of  a  general  description.  An  inventor, 
however  meritorious,  could  be  easily  deprived  of  his  just  rights.  A  patentee  needed 
a  more  thorough  acquaintance  with  the  lav>-s  relating  to  patents  than  with  anything 
pertaining  to  the  art  or  improvement  which  might  be  the  subject  of  his  patent. 
So  far  as  the  writer  has  any  means  of  judging,  the  remark  holds  true  to  this  day. 
The  less  meritorious  are  as  likely  to  derive  pecuniary  benefit  from  a  monopoly 
of  this  kind,  as  the  most  deserving  inventor.  That  day  of  strife,  however,  has 
gone  by.  The  writer  was  familiar  with  all  the  difficulties  and  conflicting  claims 
of  the  contending  parties,  and  knows  full  well  that  the  improvements  made 
by  Mr.  Terry,  at  this  time  and  subsequently,  marked  distinctly  a  nevr  era  in 
clock  making,  and  laid  the  foundation  for  a  lucrative  business  bv  which  many 
have  gained  their  thousands,  however  unwilling  they  may  be  to  acknowledge  it. 
Some  of  the  important  improvements  which  should  have  been  secured  by  this 
patent,  are  in  use  to  this  day,  and  cannot  be  dispensed  with  in  the  making 
of  low-priced  clocks,  nor  indeed  any  convenient  mantle  clock.  The  mode  or 
method  of  escapement  universally  adopted  at  this  time,  in  all  common  shelf 
clocks,  was  his  plan  or  invention.  The  construction  of  the  clock  so  as  to  allow 
the  carrying  of  the  weights  each  side  of  the  movement  or  wheels  of  the  clock  to 
the  top  of  the  case,  bringing  the  pendulum,  crown-wheel  and  verge  in  front,  the 
dial-wheels  between  the  plates,  making  the  pendulum  accessible  by  removing  the 
dial  only,  was  his  arrangement  and  invention.  These  things  cannot  now  be  dis- 
pensed with,  even  in  the  clocks  driven  by  a  spring,  as  the  motive  power,  much 
more  in  those  carried  by  weights.  MilUons  of  them  have  been  made,  during  the 
last  ten  years,  the  precise  model  in  these  particulars  of  the  one  now  in  possession 
of  one  of  his  family,  and  made  by  him  in  1814.  Xo  clock,  either  in  thip  or  any 
foreign  country,  was  made  previous  to  this  time  with  the  weights  carried 
each  side  the  movement  the  whole  length  of  the  case ;  the  dial-wheels  inside  the 
plates,  the  pendulum,  crown-wheel,  verge  or  pallet  together  in  front  of  the  other 
wheels.  This  mode  of  escapement  is  one  of  great  value  still,  and  will  probably 
never  be  abandoned,  so  long  as  low-priced  clocks  are  needed.  It  is  true,  tinte- 
pieces  of  a  small  size  were  imported  many  years  before.  It  is  also  true  that  time- 
pieces were  made  in  Boston  (Willard's  time-pieces)  and  are  made  to  this  day  with 
one  weight  back  of  the  movement,  and  moving  below  it;  but  this  and  the  im- 
ported smaller  sized  article,  were  mere  time-pieces,  that  is,  were  destitute  of  the 
parts  striking  the  hour,  and  had  none  of  the  three  peculiarities  above  mentioned, 
so  imiversally  adopted  at  this  time. 
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Chaimcey  Jerome  commenced  bis  career  in  clock  making  at  a  later  period, 
gaining  his  first  knowledge  of  the  business  under  the  tuition  and  encouragement 
of  Mr.  Terry.  He  commenced  some  part  of  the  clock  business  in  Plymouth,  as 
early  as  the  year  1821.  He  afterwards  remo%"ed  to  Bristol,  where  he  embarked 
in  making  clocks,  introducing  clock-cases  of  different  sizes,  and  clocks  adapted  to 
the  new  form  of  cases  made.  Ai  a  still  later  period,  and  according  to  the  recol- 
lection of  the  writer,  not  far  from  the  year  1837,  he  introduced  or  did  na-acli 
towards  the  introduction  of  the  mosc  common  form  of  the  brass  clock  now  in 
vogue.  The  pinion  leaves  or  cogs  are  made  of  round  wire.  This  is  a  cheap  way 
of  making  pinions,  never  before  practiced,  whatever  may  be  said  as  to  the  quality 
and  durability  of  the  clock  so  made.  The  present  form  of  the  brass  count-wheel, 
so  divided  as  to  allow  the  stop-dog  to  drop  between  the  teeth,  and  being  driven 
by  a  pin  in  the  fly-wheel,  Mr,  Jerome  claims  as  his  improvement,  for  which  he 
obtained  letters  patent. 

In  justice,  however,  it  should  here  be  stated,  that  certain  individuals  anterior  to, 
and  others  soon  after  the  period  Mr.  Jerome  commenced  business  in  Bristol,  em- 
barked in  this  occupation,  to  wit :  Mark  Leavenworth,  of  Waterbury  ;  Samuel  Terry 
(afterwards  of  Bristol)  and  Eli  Terry,  Jr.,  of  Plymouth  ;  Chauncey  Boardman,  Ives 
Brewster  and  others  of  Bristol ;  filling  the  market  with  a  great  variety  of  clocks, 
of  an  exterior  in  every  conceivable  form,  until  some  of  those  w^ho  had  immedi- 
ately succeeded  'Sir.  Terry  were  ready  to  abandon  the  business,  and  did  so  on 
account  of  the  very  reduced  price  of  clocks,  and  the  interminable  credit  it  vv  as 
then  customary  to  give.  The  writer  was  one  of  this  number,  who  had  until 
then  very  little  acquaintance  with  any  other  business,  having  been  a  witno-s 
to  all  the  improvements  in  clocks  and  the  machinery  for  making  the  same,  from 
the  time  the  shelf-clock  was  first  introduced,  in  the  year  1814,  to  the  period  in 
question,  or  the  year  1836. 

[For  many  years  before  his  death,  ilr.  Terry  was  not  actively  engaged  in  busi- 
ness. Still,  he  never  abandoned  the  work-shop.  He  occupied  himself  in  making 
now  and  then  a]  church  clock,  a  few  watch  regulators,  and  the  like.  The  church 
clocks  were  made  in  three  parts,  independent  or  nearly  so,  the  connection  between 
each  being  such  as  not  to  be  injuriously  atfected  by  the  other.  The  time-keeping 
part  was  of  the  ordinary  size,  and  moved  by  a  separate  weight.  The  striking 
part  was  moved  by  one  large  weight,  and  the  dial-wheels  by  another,  while  tlmt 
of  the  time-keeping  part  weighed  only  three  or  four  pounds.  The  dial  wheels, 
hands  or  pointers,  moved  only  once  in  a  minute.  Church  clocks  constructed  in 
this  way  were  thus  rendered  as  perfect  time-keepers,  and  were  as  little  aflected  by 
wind  or  storm,  as  any  house-clock  or  watch-regulator  could  be.  These  clocks 
were  made  with  compensation  pendulum  rods  of  his  own  design,  and  the  es- 
capement after  a  model  of  his  own.  During  these  years  of  comparative  leisure, 
his  time  was  mostly  spent  in  making  this  description  of  clocks,  chiefly  in  reference 
to  accuracy  as  timc-k&epers,  making  a  variety  of  regulators  with  new  forms  of 
escapements  and  compensation  rods.  No  year  elapsed  up  to  the  time  of  his  last 
sickness,  without  some  new  design  in  clock-work,  specimens  of  which  are  now 
abundant. 

[By  industry  and  prudent  management,  Mr.  Terry  accumulated  a  large  property. 
He  distributed  to]  his  family,  and  gave  away  to  different  objects  during  the  latter 
part  of  his  life,  not  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  retaining  at  the  same 
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time,  an  amount  of  available  property  suflicient  to  atFord  him  an  annual  income  of 
three  thousand  dollars.  This  he  regarded  as  sufficient  for  all  his  temporal  wants. 
When  commencing  business  in  early  life,  he  never  once  indulged  the  thought  of 
accumulating  one-tenth  the  amount. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  add  much  in  regard  to  clock-making,  as  it  is  prosecuted  at 
this  time.  It  is  scarcely  to  be  credited  that  half  a  million  of  shelf-clocks  are  now 
annually  made  in  Connecticut,  and  places  not  far  distant.  We  have  reason,  how- 
ever, to  believe  that  this  estimate  is  not  an  exaggeration. 

The  improvements  in  machinery,  and  the  skill  attained  in  manufacturing,  gradu- 
ally reduced  the  price  of  clocks.  Thus  it  is,  that  a  brass  clock  which  formerly 
cost  from  $38  to  030  is  superseded  by  a  more  neat  and  convenient  shelf-clock, 
and  afforded  and  sold  at  the  very  low  price  of  sj,  .^3  or  s:2.  Some  may  suppose 
these  clocks  to  be  a  poorer  article  and  not  as  durable.  This  may  be  true  of  many 
of  the  clocks  now  manufactured  ;  still  it  is  equally  true,  that  a  clock  as  good  and 
durable  can  now  be  made  and  sold  at  a  profit,  at  these  low  prices.  What  is  true 
of  the  entire  clock,  is  well  illustrated  by  the  reduction  in  price  of  sever;J  of 
the  separate  parts  of  the  clock,  as  now  made.  Such  parts  as  at  one  time  cost  ten, 
twenty,  or  even  fifty  cents,  to  each  clock,  are  now  manufactured  for  one-fourth 
the  amount,  and  in  some  instances  for  less  than  a  tithe  of  what  they  formerly 
cost.  Spring  clocks  are  made  more  extensively  than  they  were  a  few  years  since. 
The  springs  for  one  clock  that  cost,  only  six  or  seven  years  ago,  seventy-five 
cents  or  more,  are  now  made  and  sold  for  eight  and  seven  cents.  It  is  proper  to 
add  here,  that  this  description  of  springs  cannot  be  imported,  nor  is  the  secret  of 
manufacturing  them  known  in  foreign  countries.* 

Mr.  Terry  bad  not  the  advantages  of  an  early  education,  but  he  was 
a  man  of  strono-  mind  and  sound  judgment.  Though  his  reading  did 
not  take  a  wide  range,  he  understood  his  business  thoroughly.  lie 
was  a  plain,  practical  man,  and  esteemed  that  knowledge  of  most  ac- 
count which  had  a  direct  bearing  on  the  concerns  of  life,  or  whicli,  in 
other  words,  bore  fruit.  His  success  in  the  manufacture  of  clocks 
when  the  business  was  in  its  infancy,  and  the  important  mechanical  im- 
provements ^shich  he  introduced,  demonstrate  his  enterprise,  his  sagacity, 
his  inventive  genius.  Success  as  the  result  of  the  skillful  use  of  means 
and  the  powers  of  nature — persistant  success — always  proves  ability. 
Judged  by  this  standard,  Mr.  Terry  was  no  ordinary  man.  He  died, 
with  a  character  for  strict  integrity,  late  in  February,  18o2.  His  man- 
ners were  blunt,  his  ways  peculiar  and  original,  but  he  had  the  confi- 
dence, respect  and  esteem  of  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances. 


»  Extracte'i  from  a  Review  of  Dr.  Alcott's  History  of  Clock-making,  by  Henry  Tsjrry,  pub- 
lished in  the  Waterbury  American,  June  10,  1353. 
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JOHX  TRUMBULL,  LL.  D, 

Tlie  only  son  of  Ilev.  John  Trumbull,  was  born  in  Westbury,  x\pril  13, 
(old  style,)  1750.^  Being  of  a  delicate  and  sickly  constitution,  he  was 
the  favorite  of  his  mother.  She  learned  him  to  read,  and  also  taught 
him  all  the  songs,  hymns,  and  other  verses  with  which  she  was  ac- 
quainted. He  discovered  an  extraordinary  memory  for  this  last  exerciiC, 
and  even  took  to  composing  verses  himself.  Unknown  to  any  body 
but  bis  mother,  be  began  the  study  of  the  Latin  language,  and  soon 
made  great  proficiency.  During  ail  this  time,  however,  he  was  a  boy 
and  liked  boyish  sports.  Islr.  Trumbull  smoked  and  raised  his  own 
tobacco.  One  day,  he  set  his  son  to  suckering  the  plant.  The  latter 
filled  his  hat  with  the  unsightly  worms  that  infest  the  tobacco,  and 
then  persuaded  his  little  sister  that  he  had  found  a  hen's  nest  on  the 
scaffold  in  the  barn,  and  could  not  get  down  with  the  eggs.  "  Parad- 
ing her  below  with  her  aprou  spread,  he  let  fall  the  contents  of  his  hat. 
She  fainted.  The  father  was  soon  on  the  spot,  and  exclaimed,  '  now, 
John,  you  shall  be  whipped.'  '  Father,  father,'  cried  the  excited  ur- 
chin, 'I  deserve  it,  but  I  beg  you  will  not  whip  me  till  Madam  Pritchett 
is  gone.'"t  After  a  course  of  preparatory  study,  under  the  direction  of 
his  father,  the  two  started  on  a  horse  for  Yale  College,  the  boy,  of 
course,  behind.  The  latter,  says  the  Connecticut  Gazette  of  Sept.  24, 
1757,  "passed  a  good  examination,  although  but  little  more  than  seven 
years  of  age;  but  on  account  of  his  youth  his  father  does  not  intend 
he  shall  at  present  continue  at  colleije."  After  an  interval  of  six  years 
spent  in  reading  Latin,  Greek  and  English  authors,  and  in  writing 
verses,  he  returned  to  New  Haven,  and  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts  in  17G7.  He  remained  as  a  resident  graduate  for  three  years 
longer,  devoting  his  time  to  polite  literature,  and  sometimes  to  less 
dignified  occupations.;];  In  1771,  he  was  appointed  a  tutor,  which  posi- 
tion he  held  two  years.  It  was  during  his  connection  with  Yale  C  al- 
lege that  his  acquaintance  with  Dwight  and  Humphreys  commenced. 

In  1772,  Trumbull  published  the  firjt  part  of''  The  Progress  of  Dull- 
ness;"'and  in  the  following  year,  two  other  parts.    The  object  of  the 


*  His  birth  is  not  recorded  in  Waterbury. 

t  Dr.  McE'^en's  Discourse,  pubiiibed  in  the  proceedings  at  the  Centennial  Anniversary  in 
Litchfleld,  1S5-2. 

*  "  After  he  had  graduated,  at  the  ape  of  sixteen,  [seventeen.]  being  small  of  stature,  he  T^-as 
sometimes  seen  seated  in  the  road  with  other  cliildrtn,  scraping  up  sand-hills  with  his  hands." 
(Dr.  ilcEwen's  Discourse.) 
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poem  was  tLe  prevalent  meiliod  of  education,  which  the  author  cen- 
sured and  ridiculed. 

Mr,  Trumbull  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Connecticut,  in  Xovember, 
1773,  and  immediately  went  to  Boston  and  entered  the  office  of  John 
Adams,  afterwards  President  xVdams.  Here  be  studied  law,  and  in  his 
leisure  hours  wrote  essays  on  political  subjects  for  the  gazettes.  lie  be- 
came an  ardent  Whig;  published  without  his  name,  his  "Elegy  on  the 
Times;"  returned  to  Xew  Haven,  and  commenced  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  1774.  Here,  though  fully  occupied  as  a  lawyer,  lie  found 
time,  at  the  solicitation  of  certain  members  of  the  Continental  Congress 
and  other  Whig  friends,  to  compose  and  publish  the  first  part  of  his 
most  celebrated  w^ork,  "  McFingal,"  a  burlesque  epic  poem.  He  de- 
signed it  as  a  satire  on  English  officials  and  Tories  in  general,  and  to 
help  prepare  the  way  for  the  independence  of  the  Colonies.  His 
business  in  Xew  Haven  was  broken  up  by  the  war,  and  an  invasion  of 
the  town  was  almost  constantly  apprehended.  He,  therefore,  removed 
in  May,  1777,  to  his  native  town,  where  he  remained  about  four  years. 
Here,  he  appears  to  have  lived  in  the  house  with  his  father,  and  to  have 
continued,  to  some  extent,  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  had 
previously  married  (Xov.  1770)  the  daughter  of  Col.  Leverett  Hubbard 
of  Xew  Haven. 

In  1779,  he  was  chosen  by  the  town  one  of  the  "inspecting  com- 
mittee," whose  special  business  it  was  to  look  after  the  Tories  and 
all  "  inimical  persons,"  to  discover  their  plots,  and  to  inform  against 
them.  But,  at  length,  his  health  gave  way,  owing  partly  to  the 
fatigue  and  exposure  of  attending  the  courts  at  a  distance ;  and  in 
June,  1781,  with  the  hope  of  improving  his  chances  of  recovery,  he 
removed  to  Hartford.  Soon  after,  he  finished,  and  in  17S2,  publish- 
ed, an  edition  of  his  McFingal,  some  part  of  it,  tradition  says,  being 
written  in  the  old  Trumbull  house  in  Watertown.  He  also  became  a 
member  of  a  literary  club,  to  which  Col.  Humphreys,  Barlow  and  Dr. 
Lemuel  Hopkins  belonged,  which  met  weekly  for  the  discussica  of  in- 
teresting questions,  political,  philosophical  and  literary.  They  were 
called  the  "  Hartford  wits,"  and  after  the  peace  in  178-j,  published  a 
series  of  essays,  called  "  American  Antiquities,"  pretending  to  be  ex- 
tracts from  an  ancient  poem  which  had  been  disinterred,  entitled  "The 
x\rnachiad."  These  papers  first  appeared  in  the  Hartford  and  Xew 
Haven  gazettes,  and  were  widely  circulated.  They  were  intended  to 
check  the  progress  of  disorder  and  a  sceptical  philosophy,  and  help 
prepare  the  way  for  a  more  stable  government. 

la  1789,  Mr.  Trumbull  was  appointed  State's  attorney  for  the  County 
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of  Hartford,  and  in  1192,  represented  the  town  of  Hartford  in  the  Legis- 
lature. His  impaired  health  compelled  him  to  resign  the  otHce  of 
State's  attorney  in  1795,  and  to  retire  wliolly  from  business.  A  severe 
and  dangerous  course  of  sickness  followed,  in  iSTovember,  1*793.  At 
length,  however,  he  was  able  to  resume  his  professional  life,  and  in  May, 
1800,  was  elected,  a  second  time,  State  representative.  In  the  folio v/- 
ing  year,  he  was  chosen  a  judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the  State,  and 
in  1808,  was  made  a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Errors.  He  re- 
mained in  office  till  he  was  "rotated"  out  of  it.  May,  1819,  a  new  con- 
stitution having  been  formed  and  a  new  party  installed  in  power.  In 
1818,  he  received  from  Yale  College  the  degree  of  LL.  D. 

Judge  Trumbull  was  esteemed  a  good  but  not  a  very  learned  or 
profound  judge.  The  dignity  of  his  office  did  not  always  repress 
his  wit  or  his  satirical  propensities.  An  advocate  from  the  eastern 
part  of  the  State  made  a  very  boisterous  speech.  After  it  was  over,  in 
some  miscellaneous  conversation,  he  remarked  to  the  court  that  his  case 
was  a  hard  one,  as  the  wind  and  tide  were  against  him.  "  I  don't  know 
how  it  is  with  the  tide,  but  the  wind^  sir,  seems  to  be  in  your  favor,"  re- 
plied the  judge. 

Judge  Trumbull  remained  in  Hartford  till  1825,  when  he  removed  to 
Detroit,  and  resided  for  his  remaining  life  in  the  family  of  his  daughter, 
the  wife  of  Hon.  William  Woodbridge.    He  died  in  May,  1831. 

BEXONI  UPSOX,  D.  D. 

He  was  the  eldest  son  of  Thomas,  the  grandson  of  Thomas  and  the 
great  grandson  of  Stephen  Upson.  He  was  born  in  the  part  of  Water- 
bury  since  called  Wolcott,  Feb.  14,  1750  ;  was  graduated  at  Yale  Col- 
lege in  1776,  and  became  the  settled  minister  of  Kensington.  In  1S09, 
he  was  made  a  Fellow  of  Yale  College,  became  a  member  of  the  Pru- 
dential Committee,  and  in  1817  received  the  degree  of  D.  D.  His 
death  took  place  Nov.  13,  1826. 

Dr.  Upson  v/as  considered  as  a  prudent,  safe  man,  without  brilliai  cy. 
He  was  known  for  his  urbanity  and  hospitality. 

STEPHEN  UPSON 

Was  the  only  son  and  child  (except  one  that  died  in  early  infancy)  of 
Capt.  Benjamin  Upson.  He  was  the  grandson  of  Benjamin,  the  great 
grandson  of  Stephen  and  the  great,  great  grandson  of  Stephen  Upson, 
the  original  planter,  and  was  born  in  the  ''old  Clark  house,'' June  12, 
1 783.  His  mother,  before  marriage,  was  Mary  Clark,  the  widovv-  of  Thomas 
Clark,  (2d,)  and  daughter  of  Daniel  Hine  of  New  Miiford.    He  pursued 
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Lis  classical  studies,  for  a  time,  with  Rev.  Mr.  Woodward  of  Wolcott. 
lie  also  studied  with  Thomas  Lewis  of  Salem  society,  and  entered  Yale 
Collei;-e.  While  he  was  a  student  there,  the  sea  of  politics  raged  vehe- 
mently. Those  in  authority  in  Coileo-e,  and  particularly  the  President, 
were  strong  Federalists ;  and  it  was  considered  rash  for  a  youno;  man, 
who  expected  college  honors,  to  avow  republican  opinions.  Before  the 
close  of  his  juuior  year,  young  Upson  embraced  these  opinions.  As  he 
had  already  received  many  honors  and  was  a  candidate  for  more,  his 
father  became  alarmed,  and  remonstrated  with  him  by  letter,  telling  him 
how  much  he  was  in  the  power  of  the  President,  and  how  unwise  it  was 
to  adopt  adverse  political  sentiments.  The  son  defended  his  vievrs  at 
length,  also  by  letter.  One  of  his  epistles  is  before  me.  In  it,  he  ac- 
knowledges his  perilous  condition,  but  asks — ''Do  you  wish  me  to  dis- 
semble the  real  sentiments  of  my  heart  for  the  paltry  reward  of  a  collegi- 
ate honor  V  cvc.  Both  the  correspondents,  probably,  exaggerated  the 
danger  of  holding  the  proscribed  opinions. 

Mr.  Upson  graduated  in  1804,  having  for  classmates  John  C.  Cal- 
hoim  and  other  distinguished  men.  lie  commenced  the  study  of  law 
with  Judge  Chauncey  of  New  Haven  ;  but  feeling  the  necessity  of  earn- 
ing something  for  himself,  he  left  in  March,  1805,  and  went  to  Virginia. 
In  Richmond,  he  met  his  classmate  and  room-mate.  Royal  R.  Ilinman, 
who  had  taken  charge  of  an  academy  in  that  city.  The  two  went  to- 
gether a  few  miles  north,  to  visit  Gen.  Guerrant,  who  had  advertised  for 
a  familv  teacher.  Upson  made  an  engagement  for  six  months,  and  en- 
tered upon  bis  duties  April  22d.  He  was  to  receive  £50  and  board, 
washing,  lodging,  cVc.  When  the  six  months  had  expired,  he  entered  the 
family  of  Nathaniel  Pope,  Esq.,  a  distinguished  lawyer  of  Hanover,  (about 
twenty  miles  from  Richmond,)  as  teacher.  He  engaged  for  one  year, 
and  was  to  receive  £90  and  board,  6zc. ;  and  also  legal  instruction  and  the 
use  of  law^  books.  Before  the  time  had  expired,  Mr.  Pope  was  kiiied  in 
a  duel,  and  Upson,  at  the  solicitation  of  his  friend  and  college  mate, 
Addin  Lewis,  then  living  there,  went  to  Georgia,  and  entered  t!ie  law 
office  of  the  celebrated  William  H.  Crawford.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  and  became  ^h.  Crawford's  law  partner.  His  connection  secured 
him  immediate  business,  and  he  rose  rapidly  to  the  highest  eminence  in 
bis  profession. 

Mr.  Upson  interested  himself  in  the  politics  of  his  adopted  Stafe. 
As  early  as  1808,  he  wrote  a  series  of  articles  which  were  published  in 
the  Georgia  Express,  and  republished  in  the  Savannah  Advertiser,  on  the 
staj/ laws  y.ut  enacted  in  that  State,  (made  necessary,  it  was  claimed, 
by  the  Embarofo  laws  of  Congress,)  wdiich  attracted  much  notice  at  the 
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time.  They  were  entitled  "An  enquiry  into  the  constitutionality,  tlie- 
necessity,  the  justice,  and  policy  of  the  Embargo  lately  laid  upon  Law 
in  this  State,"  and  were  signed  "Lucius."  They  denounced,  in  un- 
measured terras,  the  obnoxious  laws  and  the  men  who  concocted  them, 
and  evince  a  o-ood  deal  of  leo-al  knowledo-e  and  arjxuraontative  force  for 
SO  young  a  man.  In  1813,  alluding  to  some  recent  acts  of  the  Lt-u-i.-la- 
ture  of  Georgia,  he  said,  in  a  letter  to  his  father,  that  the  country  "  ap- 
peared to  be  in  a  rapid  progression  from  a  representative  republic  down 
the  grades  of  Democracy  to  a  perfect  state  of  anarchy." 

In  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  Mr.  L^pson,  having  accumulated  consider- 
able property,  purchased  a  plantation  and  cultivated  wheat,  oats,  corn, 
&c.,  and  was  intending,  had  life  been  spared,  to  raise  cotton.  lie  did 
not,  however,  neglect  his  profession.  Some  attention  he  continued  to 
give  to  politics,  and  became,  as  I  gather  from  his  letters,  a  member  of 
the  Legislature.  When  his  old  fiiend,  Mr.  Crawford,  came  to  be  talked 
of,  and  v»'as  finally  nominated,  for  the  presidency,  he  gave  him  his 
hearty  support.  To  this  course  he  was  prompted,  not  only  by  friend- 
ship and  a  sense  of  gratitude,  but  by  a  belief  that  Mr.  C.  was  "eminently 
qualified  for  the  oifice."  Could  he  see  him  elected,  he  declared,  he 
should  "  be  perfectly  satisfied,  without  further  interference  in  political 
matters."  He  became  famous  for  his  political  harangues,  and  had  the 
entire  confidence  of  the  Democratic  party ;  and  at  the  critical  period  of 
his  death,  it  is  stated  that  his  party  had  settled  the  point  that  he  should 
be  the  next  senator  in  Congress,  to  be  chosen  by  the  Legislature  then 
about  to  meet. 

Mr.  Upson  married,  Nov.  12,  181-3,  Hannah  Cummins,  the  youngest 
daughter  of  Rev.  Francis  Cummins  of  Georgia.  They  had  five  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  survived  their  father,  viz,  Francis  Lewis,  (for  a  time 
a  member  of  the  Law  School  of  Xew  Llaven,)  Mary  Elizabeth,  Sarah 
Eveline,  William  Benjamin  and  Stephen.  All  are  believed  to  be  now 
living,  except  Wm.  Benjamin.  Stephen,  the  youngest,  (born  Xov.  8, 
1823,)  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1841,  and  is  now,  or  was  recently, 
in  New  York.  The  mother,  after  she  became  a  widow,  married  Elijah 
Boardman  of  Connecticut,  (then  of  Xew  York.)  After  Mr.  Boardman's 
decease,  she  returned  to  the  South,  and  is  still  living. 

Mr.  Upson  resided  at  Lexington,  Oglethorpe  County,  Ga,,  and  died 
August  3,  1824,  aged  41.  He  had  acquired  more  reputation  as  an  ad- 
vocate, perhaps,  than  any  other  man  in  the  State,  of  his  age.  "Had  he 
lived  ten  years  lonirer,"  says  one  of  his  admirers,  "he  would  have  l)C--n 
ike  great  huiu  of  the  Souths  He  was  a  fine  scholar,  an  arduous  stu- 
dent of  law,  an.  elegant  and  persuasive  speaker,  and  a  high  minded, 
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honorable  man.  He  had,  too,  a  large  and  kind  heart.  This  appears  in 
his  letters  to  his  pvarents,  and  to  his  sister  ^vho  lived  with  them.  They 
are  full  of  anxious  solicitude  and  tender  feeling.  xVfter  the  decease  of 
his  mother,  he,  for  the  first  time  since  he  left  Connecticut  in  1805, 
visited  his  f^ither,  then  (July,  1821)  somewhat  infirm  with  age, 
and  made  the  most  liberal  provision  for  his  permanent  comfort. 
He  had  previously  made  his  friends  at  home,  to  a  large  extent,  the 
sharers  of  his  prosperity.  While  he  was  an  affectionate  son  and  broth- 
er, he  won  the  esteem  and  the  confidence  of  all  who  knew  him.  His 
form  was  good,  his  person  somewhat  tall  and  slender,  his  dress  and 
mode  of  living  plain,  and  his  manners  gentlemanly  and  agreeable. 

Capt.  JOHN  W  ELTON. 

He  was  the  eldest  son  of  Richard  Welton,  and  was  born  Jan.  1, 1727. 
He  was  a  farmer  of  Buckshill,  and  had  only  the  ordinary  advantages  of  an 
English  education ;  still  he  possessed  a  strong  mind  and  exerted  a  wide 
infiuence.  From  an  early  period,  he  was  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Episcopal  society  and  held  the  oflice  of  senior  warden.  In  the  begin- 
ing  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  he  espoused  the  patriotic  cause,  became  a 
moderate  Whig,  and  was  confided  in  by  the  friends  of  colonial  inde- 
pendence. In  1784,  he  was  first  appointed  a  justice  of  the  peace.  He 
■was  a  useful  and  much  respected  member  of  the  Legislature  fifteen  ses- 
sions, beginning  in  1784.  It  is  stated  that  when  he  arose  to  address 
the  house,  few  men  were  listened  to  with  more  deference. 

Esquire  John  Welton,  as  he  w-as  called,  died  Jan,  22,  1816. 

Rev.  BENJAMIN  WOOSTER 
Was  the  third  son  and  fourth  child  of  Wait  and  Phebe  (Warner) 
Wooster,  and  was  born  in  Waterbury,  Oct.  20,  1762.  He  was  a  sol- 
dier of  the  Revolution,  and  was  taxed  as  a  minor  in  the  first  society  in 
1782.  Subsequently,  he  entered  Yale  College  and  graduated  in  1700, 
His  theological  studies  were  pursued  under  the  Rev.  Dr.  Edwards  of 
New  Haven.  After  being  licensed  to  preach,  he  occupied  himself  for 
a  time  in  missionary  labor ;  but  in  1707,  was  ordained  pastor  of  the 
church  in  Cornwall,  Yt.  He  gave  up  his  charge  in  1802,  and  spent 
three  years  in  the  service  of  the  Berkshire  Missionary  Society.  On  the 
24th  day  of  July,  1805,  he  was  installed  m  Fairfield,  Yt.,  where  he 
labored  assiduously  till  bodily  infirmity,  in  1833,  compelled  him  to  de- 
sist. During  this  time,  he  was  once  a  representative  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State,  and  twice  a  member  of  the  "Septennial  Conven- 
tion convened  by  the  Board  of  Censors.*'  He  died,  says  Dr.  Si)rague'3 
'•Annuals,"  at  St.  Albans,  Yt.,  in  Februar}-,  1843. 
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tW"^  here,  contrary  to  my  original  purpose,  introduce  a  few  names  of  persons 
still  living.  The  very  brief  sketch  of  ilr,  Israel  Holmes  has  been  furnished  by  a 
friend  of  that  gentleman. 

AMOS  BROXSOX  ALCOTT, 
Son  of  Joseph  C.  Alcott,  was  born  in  Wolcott,  Xov.  29,  1799.  He  is 
a  well  known  literary  man,  lecturer  and  "conversational  teacher.'' 
His  name  is  identified  with  what  is  termed  the  transcendental  philoso- 
phy in  Massachusetts.  He  is  the  friend  of  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson,  and 
has  written  some  books  on  human  culture  and  his  favorite  philosophy. 
Boston  has  hitherto  been  his  home. 

Mr.  Alcott  was  married,  May  23, 1830,  to  Abig-ail,  youngest  dancrhter 
of  Coi.  Joseph  May  of  Boston.  Samuel  Sewall,  chief  justice  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Colony  from  1718  to  1728,  was  the  ancestor  of  his  wife's 
mother,  Dorothy  Sewall. 

WILLIAM  A.  ALCOTT,  M.  D., 

Son  of  Obed  Alcott,  was  bora  in  Wolcott,  Oct,  G,  1798.  In  boyhood, 
he  attended  the  common  district  schools,  and  finally,  a  private  school 
for  two  terras.  Afterwards,  he  taught  a  district  school  for  several 
years.  Finally,  he  com.menced  the  study  of  medicine,  and  after  three 
years,  or  in  1826,  received  at  New  Haven  a  license  to  practice.  He 
then  returned  to  teaching,  but  his  health  breaking  down,  he  becam.e  a 
practitioner  of  medicine  in  Wolcott  till  1829.  Subsequently,  he  connect- 
ed himself  with  Mr.  Woodbridge,  the  geoprapher,  removed  to  Boston,  and 
devoted  his  time  to  tiie  cause  of  education  and  literary  pursuits.  In 
1832  he  went  to  Boston  and  soon  became  the  editor  of  the  "  Annals  of 
Education,"  il'c. 

Dr.  Alcott  is  the  author  of  many  books  on  education,  temperance, 
moral  reform,  domestic  medicine,  itc.  Among  these  are  the  Young 
Man's  Guide,  House  I  Live  in,  The  Young  Mother,  The  Young  Wife, 
The  Young  Husband,  Y^oung  Woman's  Guide,  The  Young  U^nise- 
keeper  and  Mother's  Medical  Guide.  He  has  also  written  largely  for 
the  periodicals,  and  has  edited  several  beside  the  Annals — Parley's  Mag- 
azine, Library  of  Health,  &:c.  He  has  also  lectured  on  his  favorite  topics 
in  several  of  the  States.  Notwithstanding  his  severe  labors,  he  is,  in  his 
own  language,  "a  water-drinker  and  a  bread  and  fruit-eater,  eschewing 
all  seasonings  and  mixed  dishes,  and  rejecting  all  medicines."  He 
is  now,  he  continues,  *'in  his  thirty-second  year  of  respite  from  the 
grave  by  consumption,  of  which  ho  has  always  had  a  dread,  with  which 
he  13  still  threatened,  and  to  which  some  day  he  will  fall  a  victim." 
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Dea.  aarox  bexedict, 

The  son  of  Aaron  and  Esther  (Trowbridge)  Benedict,  was  born  in  tliat 
part  of  AVaterbury  which  is  now  Middlebury,  Aug.  9,  1785.  At  an  early 
age  he  became  a  member  of  Yale  College,  but  after  eighteen  months 
was  obliged  to  leave  on  account  of  ill  health.  He  removed  to  AVa- 
terbury  (first  society)  in  1801:,  and  became  a  partner  of  Joseph  Burton 
in  mercantile  business,  which  they  carried  on,  %Yithout  much  profit,  till 
1812.  He  then  commenced  the  manufacture  of  bone  and  ivory  but- 
tons;  but  tliis  business,  after  several  years'  trial,  not  proving  satisfactory, 
he  became  connected  in  1823,  with  Bennet  Bronson  of  Waterbury,  and 
Nathan  Smith,  ^Yiliialn  Bristol  and  David  C.  DeForest  of  Xew 
Haven,  in  the  gilt  buUon  business,  under  the  partnership  name  of''  A. 
Benedict.'"  He  was  the  general  partner  and  had  the  exclusive  manage- 
ment of  the  concern.  The  prosperity  of  AYaterbury,  as  a  manufactur- 
ing town,  may  be  said  to  date  from  the  formation  of  this  company  ; 
though  the  gilt  button  business  had  been  established,  and  carried  on  to  a 
limited  extent  for  many  years.  The  capital  was  $6,500.  Many  dis- 
couragements, at  first,  embarrassed  the  enterprise;  but^  perseverance 
finally  secured  success.  Skillful  artisans  were  obtained  from  England. 
It  was  the  first  aim  to  make  a  good  article,  and  the  second,  to  obtain 
good  prices.  Buttons,  gilded  with  something  better  than  "  dandelion 
water,"  were  first  sent  to  market  in  the  spring  of  1824.  Goods  of  the 
value  of  about  $5,000  were  made  during  this  year.  Soon  after  the  for- 
mation of  the  company,  Benjamin  DeForest  of  Watertown  and  Alfred 
Piatt  of  Waterbury  became  members  by  purchase.  The  partnership 
was  renewed  in  1S2  7,  and  the  capital  increased  to  813,000. 

The  second  partnership  expired  Feb.  2d,  1820,  when  a  new  one  was 
formed  under  the  name  of Benedict  &  Coe,"  with  a  capital  of  $20jjOO. 
Mr. Benedict's  partners  were  Israel  Coe,  Bennet  Bi'onson,  Benjamin  I>e- 
Forest,  Alfred  Piatt  and  James  Croft.  In  addition  to  their  old  business, 
they  dealt  in  merchandise,  and  rolled  brass  for  market.  Tliey  had  pre- 
viously, as  early  as  1825,  made  brass  for  their  own  use  and  sold  some, 
but  this  was  not  then  considered  an  important  branch  of  tht^ir  bu-ine^s. 
Thenceforth  it  became  so. 

On  the  10th  day  of  R'bruary,  1834,  the  copartnership  of  Benedict 
<fe  Coe  expired,  and  a  new  one,  with  a  capital  of  $40,000,  was  enter- 
ed into,  with  the  name  of  Benedict  it  Burnham.  The  partners  were 
Aaron  Benedict,  Gordon  W.  Burnham,  Bennet  Bronson,  Alfred  Piatt, 
Henry  Bronson,  Samuel  S.  DeForest  and  John  DeForest.    The  two 
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first  were  the  general  partners  and  agents  of  the  company.  Mr.  Bene_ 
diet  continued  to  have  charge  of  the  business  at  home,  which  was  pros- 
ecuted with  great  energy  and  success  for  the  next  three  years.  By  his 
prudence  and  skill,  the  company  was  carried  through  the  financial 
crisis  of  1837,  without  dishonor  or  serious  loss.  The  copartnership  was 
renewed  March  16,  1838,  with  a  capital  of  -$71,000,  and  again,  March 
11,  1840,  with  a  capital  of  8100,000.  Previous  to  this  last  date,  or  in 
1839,  the  second  financial  crisis  came  on,  which  was  followed  by  a  pro- 
longed depression  in  business.  The  company  made  nothing  for  three 
years. 

On  the  14tli  day  of  Jan.  18-13,  the  company  of  Benedict  &;  Burn- 
ham  gave  place  to  the  "  Benedict  &  Burnham  ^Manufacturing  Com- 
pany," a  joint  stock  corporation,  the  first  formed  in  the  town,  under 
which  name  the  business  is  still  carried  on.  The  capital  was  $100,000. 
Mr.  Benedict  was  chosen  president,  which  office  he  has  held  ever 
since.  In  1818,  the  capital  was  augmented  to  8200,000,  and  in  1856, 
to  $400,000.  The  business  has  been  regularly  and  constantly  increas- 
ing, (with  slight  exceptions,)  from  1824  to  the  present  time.  The  mak- 
ing of  German  silver  became  an  important  branch  of  it,  at  an  early 
period.  So  did  the  drawing  of  brass  and  copper  wire.  The  company 
now  manutaetures  almost  exclusively,  sheet  brass,  German  silver,  brass 
and  copper  wire,  and  brass  and  copper  tubing.  A  business  which  was 
started  thirty-two  years  ago,  on  a  most  diminutive  scale,  has  now  be- 
come tne  most  important  in  the  place,  employing  six  first  class  mills 
and  over  $1,500,000  capital. 

The  Benedict  ci:  Burnham  Manufacturing  Company  has  from  time 
to  time  become  the  parent  of  several  other  joint  stock  companies. 
Whenever  a  branch  of  its  business  could  be  better  carried  on  by  itself, 
the  property  necessary  for  its  prosecution  was  detached,  and  distributed 
as  a  dividend  to  its  stockholders,  in  the  form  of  stock  in  a  new  com- 
pany. Thus  originated,  in  1846,  the  American  Pin  Company,  with 
850,000  capital,*  (afterwards  increased  to  8100,000 ;)  in  1849,  die 
Waterbury  Button  Company,  with  a  capital  of  $30,000,  (afterwards  in- 
creased to  $45,000:)  in  1852,  the  Benedict  &  Scovill  Company,}  (a 
mercantile  corporation,)  with  a  capital  of  $50,000,  (now,  60,000  ;)  and 
in  1857,  the  Waterbury  Clock  Company,  with  $60,000  capital. 

Mr.  Benedict  has  twice  represented  the  town  in  the  General  Assembly, 
and  in  the  spring  of  the  present  year,  (1857,)  was  a  candidate  for  St:ite 

*  The  partners  ia  the  firm  of  Brown  &  Eltoa  took  one  half  the  stock  in  thia  company.  They 
had  previously  been  interested  in  the  business, 
t  The  stockholders  of  the  Scovill  Maauficturias  Co.  took  one  third  of  the  stock. 
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senator ;  but,  as  a  common  tbing,  be  bas  peremptorily  declined  political 
office.  For  many  years,  be  bas  been  a  deacon  of  tbe  1st  Cono-reg-ational 
cburcb  of  AYaterbury.  He  is  widely  kno^Yn  for  integrity,  soundness  of 
judgment  and  strong  common  sense  ;  for  bis  matured  opinions  and  wise, 
considerate  action,  under  all  circumstances.  Tbougb  now  over  seventy 
years  of  age,  be  is  still  vigorous,  and  attends  to  bis  business  duties  witb 
as  mucb  regularity  as  be  did  thirty  years  ago. 

BIOGRAPHICAL  MEMOIR  OF  ALVxVX  BRONSOX  ; 

PREPAKED  BY  HIMSELF. 

I  am  the  second  son  of  Josiab  and  Tabitha  (Tuttle)  Bronson,  and  was 
born  in  Waterbury,  (since  Middlebury,)  May  19,  1*783.  As  soon  as  I 
could  be  made  useful,  I  worked  on  tbe  farm  in  tbe  summer,  attending  a 
district  scbool  in  tbe  winter.  "When  thirteen  years  old,  I  spent  tw^elve 
months  in  tbe  family  of  Capt.  Isaac  Bronson,  being  engaged  as  sbop  or 
errand  boy  in  a  small  country  store.  About  tbis  time,  I  became  inter- 
ested in  a  small  juvenile  library,  and  contracted  a  fondness  for  boobs.  I 
was  kindly  treated  by  Capt.  Bronson,  who  by  tbe  way,  tbougb  in  bum- 
ble life,  was  no  ordinary  man.  He  bad  a  strong  mind,  well  cultivated 
for  bis  station;  was  benevolent,  ardent,  eloquent.  In  politics,  he -u^as  a 
warm  Federalist.  I  recollect  bearing  bim  say,  witb  bands  clenched, 
bis  massive,  bony  figure  drawn  up  to  its  full  height,  bis  musical,  bell- 
toned  voice  pitched  to  its  highest  key,  "  I  solemnly  declare  I  ^vould 
rather  be  taxed  a  yoke  of  fat  oxen  every  year  than  see  tbe  nation  dis- 
graced by  this  paltry  gun-boat  system."  Hammond,  in  bis  Political 
History  of  New  York,  bas  alluded  to  my  Federal  propensities.  I\^r- 
baps  they  may  be  traced  partly  to  tbis  good  old  man. 

For  tbe  greatest  part  of  the  next  two  or  three  years,  I  was  employed 
as  youngest  clerk  in  tbe  store  of  Mr.  Terrell,  of  Salem.  Afterwards, 
for  one  quarter,  I  attended  tbe  select  school  of  Esquire  '^Jorris,  of 
Litchfield,  South  Farms,  and  completed  my  education  by  spending  a 
year  witb  our  clergyman,  tbe  Rev.  Ira  Hart.  Thus  qualified,  and  be- 
fore I  was  seventeen,  I  taught  a  district  scbool  in  Woodbridge  three 
months. 

About  tbis  time,  I  accepted  a  clerkship  in  tbe  store  of  Reuben  Rice, 
of  New  Haven,  wbo  bad  been  tbe  bead  clerk  of  Tyrrel,  where  I  re- 
mained about  eighteen  months.  At  tbe  end  of  this  period,  I  and  Jo- 
seph N.  Clark  formed  a  connection  with  Isaac  <k  Kneeland  Townsend^ 
merchant  tailors,  and  Gilbert  &  Townsend,  West  India  shippers,  and 
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went  into  business  on  Long  Wiiarf.  Clark  managed  the  sailors'  cloth- 
ing department,  while  I  was  the  merchant.  The  other  partners  fur- 
nished the  capital.  The  business  was  extensive,  arduous  and  prosper- 
ous; but  after  three  or  four  years,  Mr,  Clark  and  I  declined  to  go  on 
with  it,  on  the  original  footing. 

In  connection  with  Mr.  Clark  and  our  former  patrons.  Giiuort 
Townsend,  I  then  undertook  an  adventure  for  the  winter.  I  proceeded 
to  Charleston,  S.  C,  with  Gilbert  &  Townsend's  schooner,  the  Ante- 
lope, chartered  and  loaded  on  joint  account,  with  northern  products. 
We  encountered  a  three  days'  gale,  and  were  wrecked  on  Portsmouth 
Beach,  between  capes  Fear  and  LTatteras.  Having  paid  salvage  to  the 
wreckers  and  observed  all  the  forms  due  to  the  underwriters,  I  purchased 
at  the  sale  of  the  wreck,  and  that  of  three  others  resulting  from  the  same 
gale,  a  large  amount  of  materials,  obtained  a  master  builder,  and  con- 
structed a  brig  and  schooner  suited  to  the  West  India  trade.  The  en- 
terprise consumed  two  years.  The  schooner  made  several  voyages. 
The  brig  was  completed  and  loaded  just  in  season  to  be  overtaken  by 
Mr.  Jeflerson's  embargo,  which  changed  her  destination  from  a  West 
India  to  a  Connecticut  vovage.  The  adventure  was  then  closed.  Mr. 
Clark  and  myself  took  the  schooner,  and  Gilbert  &:  Townsend  the  brig. 

After  the  embargo  was  repealed,  I  made  a  voyage  to  the  West  Indies, 
as  supercargo  of  the  brig  Julius  Ca?sar.  On  my  return,  I  brought 
home  the  first  intelligence  of  the  capture  by  the  French  of  my  schooner 
(Philander)  under  Bonaparte's  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  for  having 
been  bound  to  a  British  port.  She  was  condemned,  sold  and  bought  in 
by  the  captain  ;  and  afterwards  captured,  under  the  British  orders  in 
council,  for  having  been  to  a  French  jiort,  and  again  condemned! 

Jacob  TownsemJ,  of  the  house  of  Gilbert  ^  Townsend,  now  proposed 
to  me  to  unite  with  him  in  the  coasting  trade  of  the  lakes.  I  assented, 
and  with  Sheluen  Thompson,  shipmaster,  and  our  ship-carpenters,  pro- 
ceeded to  Oswego  River.  At  the  falls,  we  cut  the  frame  for  a  schooner 
of  one  hundred  and  odd  tons,  on  the  ground  now  occupied  b}'  the 
thriving  village  of  Fulton.  I  then  visited,  for  the  first  time,  the  hamlet 
of  Oswego,  rny  future  home,  which  has  swelled  from  300  to  a  city  of 
16,000  inhabitants.  Thompson  proceeded  to  Lake  Erie  to  provide  mate- 
rials for  another  vessel  on  the  Niaiiara  Kiver, 

With  our  joint  capital  of  -$14,000,  we  built  two  vessels,  established  a 
store  at  Oswego  and  another  at  Lewiston,  and  in  connexion  with  Gene- 
ral and  Judge  Porter  and  Major  Barton,  (who  held  trom  the  State  a 
lease  of  the  Niagara  portage,)  we  conducted  a  major  part  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  lakes  for  the  two  years  preceding  the  war  with  Great  Ihit- 
aia.  In  1812,  we  found  we  had  escaped  Bonaparte's  deciees  and  the 
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British  orders  in  council,  to  be  involved  in  a  vindictive  and  desolating 
war.  Our  business  was  broken  up  :  our  homes  were  invaded,  plundered 
and  burned. 

I  was  appointed  military  and  naval  store  keeper  at  Oswego.  When 
the  port  t\-as  threatened  in  1814,  the  entire  disposition  of  the  public 
stores  was  committed  to  my  discretion  ;  and  after  the  capture,  I  received 
the  thanks  of  the  quarter-masters  department  for  the  skill  and  success 
with  which  I  had  discharged  the  trust.  I  was  myself  captured  with  the 
remnant  of  stores  on  hand,  nor  was  the  manner  over-gracious.  Com- 
modore Sir  James  Yeo  asked  me  to  furnish  pilots  to  conduct  his  boats 
out  of  the  harbor  to  the  fleet  when  laden  with  salt  and  military  stores. 
I  stated  that  our  inhabitants  had  left  the  village  and  I  had  no  one  un- 
der my  command.  He  replied  with  an  oath,  "Then  go  yourself,  and 
if  you  get  the  boats  aground,  Til  shoot  you,"  putting  his  baud  on 
my  shoulder  and  conducting  me  to  a  boat.  Col.  llarvey,  on  tho  bank 
above,  called  out  to  Sir  James,  "  that  is  the  public-store  keeper,  and 
may  be  useful  to  us,"  when  he  called  me  back.  Subsequently,  he  said  to 
me,  "  You  are  our  prisoner.  I  shall  expect  you  to  inform  me  what 
public  stores  are  on  hand,  what  liave  been  secreted  in  tlie  neighborhood, 
if  any,  and  what  have  been  deposited  in  the  rear  of  the  port."  I  re- 
plied I  could  not  give  the  information,  my  books  and  papers  having 
been  sent  away  for  safety  ;  nor  would  it  be  proper,  if  I  could,  lie  re- 
joined that  he  had  nothing  to  say  about  my  duty  ;  that  if  I  gave  him 
this  information  correctly,  he  should  allow  me  to  remain ;  if  not,  he 
should  send  me  to  Quebec.  He  gave  me  leave  to  take  my  trunk,  and 
ordered  mo  on  board  his  flag-ship,  the  Prince  Eegent,  a  fine  frigate.  I 
found  my  wardrobe  and  books  plundered  to  the  last  article.  After  secur- 
ing their  plunder,  and  burning  the  barracks,  the  officers  came  on  board, 
about  midnight,  when  Lt.  General  Drumraond  enquired  for  the  store 
keeper.  AVhen  pointed  out  to  him,  he  lavished  upon  me  a  profusion  of 
Tulgar  epithets,  and  concluded  by  saying,  d — n  you,  you  ought  to  be 
-strung  up  to  the  yard  arm.  You  said  there  were  no  store-  secreted, 
and  we  fjund  sunk  in  the  river,  at  your  wharf,  three  or  four  cannon  and 
as  many  ships'  anchors.*'  Col.  Harvey  was  evidently  mortifi<jd  by  the 
rudeness  and  vulgarity  of  his  superiors,  and  in  a  walk  on  the  quarter- 
deck next  day,  apologized  for  them  by  saying  their  loss  was  severe,  and 
among  the  killed  and  wounded  were  some  of  their  best  officers.  Col. 
Harvev  was  a  gentleman  in  manners,  and  a  brilliant  officer. 

In  1815,  I  married  the  youngest  daughter  of  Capt.  Edward  O'Con- 
■ner,  a  Revolutionary  soldier. 

After  the  war,  our  business  was  resumed  and  extended  by  a  branch  at 
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Black  Rock,  conducted  on  the  part  of  Townsend,  Bronson  6z  Co.,  by 
Thompson,  and  on  the  part  of  Porter,  Barton  &  Co.,  by  Xathaniel  Sill, 
under  the  firm  of  Sill,  Thompson  &  Co.  Our  connexion  was  closed  in 
1822. 

In  1822  my  neighbors  procured  my  nomination  to  the  State  Senate, 
without  consulting-  or  even  confiding  to  me  the  secret.  Being  duly 
elected  under  the  new  constitution,  I  drew  two  years,  during  wLich 
time  the  principle  service  rendered  my  constituents  was  to  procure  a 
law  authiorizing  the  construction  of  the  Oswego  Canal ;  a  small  appropri- 
ation for  tlie  improvement  of  the  Oswego  River  having  been  extorted 
from  the  Legislature  before,  and  this  partly  through  my  agency. 

Identified  early  with  the  Oswego  Canal,  I  became  its  advocate  and  de- 
fender tlirough  a  stormy  conflict  of  twenty-live  years.  During  all  this 
period,  it  had  to  meet  and  counteract  the  hostility  of  Western  New  York, 
headed  by  the  jealous  and  sharp  ris^al  interest  of  Buffalo,  So  much 
was  I  connected  with  this  work  in  public  estimation,  tbat  when  I  repaired 
to  Albany  with  a  remonstrance  against  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Hickox 
of  Bufitilo,  to  repeal  the  Oswego  Canal  law,  while  little  progress  ha^.l  yet 
been  made,  in  its  construction,  meeting  x\aron  Burr  in  the  hall 
of  the  capitoi,  he  saluted  me  by  saying,  "Ah!  you  are  here  to  'le- 
fend  your  canal,"  and  a(.L]ed, I  am  with  you  I  said  I  believed  all  sensi- 
ble men  were  with  us;  to  which  he  replied  cbaracteristicaliy,  "Ah,  my 
young  friend,  if  that's,  all,  you  have  a  vast  majority  against  you."  If 
this  protracted  warfare  did  not  improve  my  temper,  it  sharpened 
my  pen,  as  I  was  charged  with  ail  the  memorials,  remonstrances,  and 
newspaper  battles  incident  to  the  conflict  for  these  twenty-five  years,  and 
down  to  the  last  half  dozt^n  years,  when  I  resigned  in  tavor  of  younger 
heads  and  stronger  hands. 

The  other  events  which  signalized  my  two  years'  service  were  a  report 
I  wrote  for  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  manufactures,  and  my 
connexion  with  the  famous  seventeen  who  defeated  the  Electoral  law. 
Gen.  McClure  of  Steuben  introduced  the  annual  resolutions  call- 
ing on  Congress  to  encourage  and  protect  manufactures.  They  eon- 
tained  the  usual  fallacies  and  appeals  to  public  prejudice,  alledging  that 
importations  inipoverished  the  people,  that  England  monopolized  our 
public  securi'ies,  loaded  us  with  debt,  robbed  us  of  our  specie, 
and  degraded  us  to  a  tributary,  Szc.  Mallory,  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee in  the  Senate,  to  v.-hom  these  resolutions  v/ere  referred,  (which  had 
passed  the  As-cMubiy  almost  by  acclamation.)  entertained  doubts  as  to  tlie 
soundnesss  of  this  popular  theory,  and  proposed  to  me  to  try  my  hanrl 
at  a  report,  which,  if  approved,  he  would  otfer  to  his  committee.    I  pre- 
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pared  the  report  with  care.  He  approved  it,  and  one  of  his  committee, 
Wooster  of  Herkimer,  applauded  the  work,  but  said  popular  prejudice 
would  not  tolerate  such  doctrines,  which  were  out  and  out  free  trade. 
His  committee,  therefore,  reported  the  resolutions  from  the  Assembly, 
and  Mallory  offered  his  substitute  and  defended  it  ably,  with  such  aid  as 
I  could  afford  him.  It  received  one  vote,  that  of  "Wheeler  of  White 
Hall,  a  merchant,  in  addition  to  those  of  Mallory  and  myself.  Mallory 
frankly  disclaimed  the  authorship.  It  was  .published  and  applauded  by 
the  city  press.  Indeed,  it  was  well  received  by  some  of  the  senators, 
and  among  them  Gen.  Root,  our  president. 

In  1829,  I  w^as  returned  to  the  Senate  again;  took  my  seat  in 
1830,  and  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  finance  committee.  The  sub- 
ject which  occupied  the  largest  share  of  my  time,  was  the  usury  ques- 
tion. John  C.  Spencer  introduced  a  bill  to 'enforce  the  usury  laws  by 
new  and  additional  penalties.  This  bill  passed  the  Assembly,  and  was 
referred  by  the  Senate  to  my  committee.  It  had  some  able  oppo- 
nents in  the  Senate,  foremost  among  whom  were  Maynard  of  Utica  and 
Tracey  of  Buffalo.  There  were  others  opposed  in  principle  to  the  bill, 
but  unwilling  to  act,  believing  the  measure  popular.  The  policy  adopt- 
ed therefore  was  to  procrastinate,  and  enlist  friends  by  arguments  and 
reports.  I  therefore  had  occasion  to  report  more  or  less  elaborately 
against  the  usury  penalties  during  each  of  these  four  winters. 

In  ray  second  winter  the  Senate  by  resolution  instructed  my  com- 
mittee to  report  to  the  next  Legislature  the  history  of  the  usury  laws  and 
tbeir  penalties  as  modified  from  time  to  timei  Aided  by  Senator  May- 
nard and  Cashier  A.  B.  Johnson  of  Utica,  circulars  were  addressed  to 
prominent  men  throughout  the  Union,  which  brought  a  valuable  amount 
of  information,  together  with  the  o]~»inions  of  the  writers.  All  the  parties 
addressed,  with  a  single  exception,  favored  repeal  or  amelioration. 
Among  them  were  John  Quincey  Adatns,  Gen.  Cass,  Gov.  Burnett  of 
Ohio,  Saml.  A.  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Protessor  McYickar  of  IS'ew  York 
and  Saml.  Smith  of  Baltimore  The  latter,  an  old  merchant  and  Uni- 
ted States  senator,  was  the  exception. 

In  my  third  senatorial  year,  the  important  question  was  agitated 
whetlier  the  general  fund  should  be  preserved  and  fortified  by  a  small 
tax;  or  exhausted  and  the  government  be  thrown  upon  the  canal  reve- 
nues for  support  thereafter.  Hammond  says,  (Political  History  of  Xew 
York,  Yol,  2,  p.  41.1,)  "Mr.  Bronson,  in  accordance  with  the  views  of 
the  governor  and  comptroller,  on  the  ^Sth  February,  1S32,  brought  in 
^  bill  to  levy  a  tax  of  one  mill  on  the  dollar  for  three  years."  He 
■adds,  "For  myself,  I  think  the  general  fund  ought  to  have  been  replen- 
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isbed  bv  a  temporary  tax,  [ti:c.]  This  immensely  important  question 
was  elaborately  debated,  and  with  great  ability,  in  the  Senate.  Beards- 
lej,  Maynard,  Seward  and  others  opposed,  and  Bronson  and  Tracey 
supported  the  bill.  On  the  final  vote  a  very  large  majority  were  opposed 
to  the  tax,  five  members  only,  Bronson,  Fisk,  Fuller,  Halsey  and  Tracey 
voting  in  favor." 

Near  the  close  of  my  last  session,  a  bill  came  from  the  Assembly  re- 
ducing the  legal  rate  of  interest  to  6  per  cent,  and  bank  discount  to  5| 
per  cent.,  guarding  these  rates  by  the  existing  usury  penalties.  Against 
this  bill,  were  presented  remonstrances  from  Nevf  York,  Hudson,  xVlba- 
ny,  and  the  County  cf  St,  Lawrence.  All  were  referred  to  the  finance 
committee,  on  w^hich  I  made  an  elaborate  report,  "Senate  document 
No.  106,  12th  April,  1833."  This  report  embraced  the  subjects  of 
Capital,  Currency,  BAXKiisa  and  Interest.  It  received,  from  the 
city  press  particularly,  liberal  commendation  ;  but  was  pronounced  by 
some  rather  ambitious.  I  learned  that  Mr.  Gallatin  said  it  was  an  able 
and  well  reasoned  document — an  opinion  that  might  \\e\l  gratify  any 
one  of  much  more  pretension  than  the  chairman  of  the  finance  com- 
mittee. 

My  political  and  public  life  closed  with  my  second  term  in  the  Sen- 
ate, when  I  resumed  my  mercantile  pursuits,  giving  some  thought  and 
labor  to  public  measures  connected  with  my  pursuits  ;  particularly  to 
the  debenture  or  drawback  lav>'  of  Congress,  and  the  Treaty  of  Reci- 
procity with  Great  Britain  and  her  American  Provinces.  The  former 
measure  originated  at  Oswego,  and  simply  provided  for  refunding  duties 
paid  on  importations  at  the  sea-board,  on  proof  of  exportation  over  land 
or  by  canal  to  Canada  and  New  Mexico. 

In  1831,  Gen.  Cass,  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  nomination  of  Silas 
Wright,  appointed  me  one  of  the  visitors  of  the  West  Point  Academy. 
Subsequently  the  State  of  Xew  York  commissioned  me,  with  two  others, 
to  settle  for  Otsego  an  exciting  court-house  question.  With  these 
slight  interruptions,  my  last  twenty  years  Iiave  been  devoted  assiduously 
to  commerce.  Indeed,  this  pursuit  has  never  been  wholly  intermitted 
since  I  became  a  merchant. 

HENRY  BUTTON,  LL.  D. 
Is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  a  younger  brother  of  Rev.  Matthew  R.  Button, 
(see  page  389,)  and  was  born  in  Plymouth,  Feb.  12,  1706.  He  was  grad- 
uated at  Yale  College  in  1818,  and  made  a  tutor  in  1821.  He  has  since 
been  a  representative  and  senator  in  the  State  Legislature,  a  judge  of 
the  County  Court  of  New  Haven,  and  governor  of  the  State.  In  1817, 
he  was  appointed  a  professor  in  the  law  department  of  Yale  College, 
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%vhioli  office  he  still  holds.  The  degree  of  LL.  D.  was  conferred  upon 
hioi  in  1854. 

SAMUEL  ALFRED  FOOTE 

Was  the  youngest  child  of  John  and  Mary  Foote.  lie  ^vas  born  in 
Watertown,  Dec.  17,  1700,  and  resided  ^vith  liis  parents  till  Sept. 

1805,  when  he  went  to  live  with  his  elder  brother,  Ebenezer,  (see  page 
390.)  then  residing  in  Troy.  After  a  little  more  than  a  year  spent  in 
the  law  office  of  his  brother,  the  latter  sent  him  to  the  Grammar 
School  connected  with  Union  College.    He  entered  this  school  in  Dec. 

1806,  and  the  Freshman  Class  of  Union  College  in  Sept.  1807.  He  left 
college  in  Dec.  1810,  and  graduated  in  July,  1811.  After  leaving  col- 
lege, he  read  law  nearly  a  year  with  James  Thomson,  Esq.  of  Milton, 
Saratoga  Co.,  and  then  entered  the  office  of  his  brother  in  Albany,  to 
which  place  the  latter  had  removed.  He  took  charge  of  the  business 
of  the  office  after  Feb.  1812,  when  his  brother's  partner,  Samuel  North, 
Esq.,  was  disabled  by  sickness.  Mr.  North  died  in  Jan.  1813,  when  a 
partnership  was  entered  into  by  the  brothers.  Samuel  A.  had  then  not 
studied  law  the  required  time.  His  brother  made  for  him  a  special  ap- 
plication to  the  Court ;  and  in  consideration,  in  part,  of  the  time  he 
had  spent  in  the  study  while  a  youth  and  before  entering  college,  the 
rule  was  disj^ensed  with,  an  examination  permitted,  and  a  license  to 
practice  as  an  attorney  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  was  granted 
in  Jan.  1813.  He  was  admitted  counselor  in  Jan.  181G,  While  con- 
nected with  his  brother,  he  attended  to  the  business  of  the  office.  The 
partnership  was  prosperou>^,  bat  of  short  duration,  on  account  of  the  early 
death  of  the  senior  brother.  The  survivor,  however,  continued  the  prac- 
tice of  law  in  Albany. 

Mr.  Foote  was  appointed  district  attorney  of  the  City  and  County  of 
Albany,  under  the  administration  of  Gov.  Clinton,  in  July,  1810,  and 
held  the  office  till  Feb.  1621,  when  he  was  removed  and  Benjamin  F. 
Butler  appointed  in  his  place.  lie  continued  in  Albany  till  May,  1S2S, 
when  he  removed  to  the  City  of  New  York.— (See  The  Foote 
Genealoirv.) 

DAVID  nOADLEY,  (2d,) 

A  son  of  David  Hoadiey,  (see  page  3 9 6,) was  born  in  Waterbury,  Feb. 
13,  1806.  While  still  a  minor,  he  was  a  clerk  in  the  drug  store  of 
Hotchkiss  <t  Durand,  and  afterwards,  of  Lewis  Hotchkiss.  in  New  Ha- 
ven. In  April,  1827,  he  commenced  busine.-s  on  his  own  account  in 
New  York,  and  was  engaged  exclusively  in  the  wholesale  drug  trade 
till  1843.  At  this  time,  on  account  of  impaired  health,  he  re]inqui>hed 
active  business.    He  was  chosen  vice  president  of  the  American  Ex- 
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change  Bank,  and  as  Lis  health  improved,  consented  to  take  an  active  part 
in  the  management  of  the  business.  ^Yhile  connected  ^vlth  that  prosper- 
ous institution,  he  became  widely  known  for  his  prudence  and  skill. 

Resigning  his  place  in  the  American  Exchange  Bank,  Mr.  Iloadley 
accepted  the  ofBce  of  president  of  the  Panama  Railroad  Company,  and 
entered  upon  his  duties,  Xor.  1,  1853.  He  still  occupies  that  res])On-i- 
ble  and  difficult  position.  Few  men  in  the  financial  circles  of  New 
Yoi-k  have  a  higher  reputation  for  ability,  integrity  and  successful 
enterprise. 

ISRAEL  HOLMES 
Is  a  younger  brotlier  of  Capt.  Reuben  Holmes,  (see  pnge  390,)  is  a 
descendant  of  Lieut.  Thomas  Judd,  and  was  born  Dec.  19,  1800.  He 
received  an  ordinary  common  school  education,  and  "was  himself  a 
teacher  of  the  school  in  the  West  Centre  district  in  Waterbury  when  he 
was  quite  young.  Afterwards,  he  became  principal  clerk  in  the  store  of 
J.  M.  L.  &  W.  11.  Scoviil,  and  "while  engaged  in  the  business  of  these 
gentlemen,  was  sent  by  them  to  England,  in  1820,  to  procure  workmen 
for  their  button  factory  and  the  brass  business. 

In  1831,  Holmes  &  Hotchkiss  built  the  brass  mill  afterwards  occu- 
pied by  Brown  tk  Elton.  Mr.  Holmes  was  desirous  of  connecting  wire 
making  with  brass  rolling,  but  could  find  no  person  in  this  country  who 
had  any  knowledge  of  the  business.  Foreseeing  the  importance  of  ihe 
interests  connected  with  the  successful  introduction  of  this  new^  branch 
of  manufacture  into  the  country,  he  made  a  second  voyage  to  England 
in  1831,  and  returned  with  mt-n  and  machinery  enough  to  makt^-  a  be- 
ginning— small,  it  is  true,  but,  viewed  in  its  results  as  we  now  see  ihem, 
of  great  value  to  Waterbury  and  to  the  country.  In  1834,  Mr.  Holmes 
removed  to  Wolcottville,  and  in  the  same  year  made  a  third  voyage  to 
England,  and  procured  workmen  and  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of 
brass  kettles  in  Vv'olcottville,  by  the  only  method  then  known.  This 
was  the  origin  of  this  branch  of  business  in  the  United  Slates.  In 
1845,  Mr.  Holmes  returned  to  Waterbury,  and  as  president  of  t.'-e  Wa- 
terbury  Brass  Co.  occupied  himself  in  building  and  putting  in  operation 
their  works  in  the  east  part  of  the  town,  and  afterwards  of  their  "  V/est 
Mil!,*'  which  is  located  near  the  railroads  in  the  western  part  of  the  city. 

He  also  superintended  the  erection  of  a  brass  mill  in  Bristol,  and  is 
now  actively  enc:'nu"ed  in  business  as  superintenilent  of  the  brass  rolling 
mill  of  Holmes,  Booth  >k  Haydens,  of  which  corporation  he  is  the  presi- 
dent. He  is  a  man  of  great  energy  and  untiring  industry.  It  is  hoped 
it  will  not  ofiend  his  well  known  modesty  if  it  be  added,  that  he  has 
much  of  the  natural  gvmius  and  brilliancy  of  intellect  which  belonged  to 
his  brother  Reuben. 


II.  GENEALOGY, 


ADxVMS. 

1.  William  Adams  settled  in  Waterbiiry,  m.  Susanna,  dau.  of 
Ebenezer  Broason,  Feb.  14,  1739-40,  and  d.  April  23,  1793,  His 
wife  d.  March  22,  1S12,  aged  94.  His  cb,  were:  L  Samuel,  b.  Aug.  9, 
1740  ;  II.  Prudence,  b.  March  31,  1742,  d.  Oct,  16,  1743  ;  HI.  VrilHam 
b.  July  1,  1744,  d.  Oct.  12,  1747  ;  IV.  Prudence,  b.  April  24,  174»"),  d. 
young;  Y.  William,  b.  June  1,  1748  ;  VL  Susanna,  b.  No7.  4,  1749,  Ln. 
Roswell  Bronson;  VII.  John,  b.  Feb.  2,  1751 ;  VIII.  James,  b.  Feb.  li, 
1754,  d.  unm.  Feb.  17S9  ;  IX.  Luke,  b.  March  8, 1756  ;  X.  Sylvanus,  b. 
June  22,  1759;  XI.  Ruth,  b.  Dec.  14,  l761,d.Xov.  26,  1767;  XIL  Asa- 
hel,  b.  July  28,  1764,  ra.  Eunice  Prichard. 

2.  Samuel,  son  of  Wiiiiam,  (1,)  n.  Mary,  dau.  of  Ednrand  Tr.:npkin:=, 
March  1,  1704,  and  d.  Dee.  13,  1773.  Ch.  as  wllows  :  L  Pru  1-nce,  b. 
Aug.  10,  1705;  11.  Reuben,  b.  April  18,  1767,  d.  Oct.  6,  18C3:  III. 
Rutb,  b.  xVprii  8,  1769,  d.  Oct.  28, 1791  ;  IV.  Samuel,  b.  July  10,  1771  ; 
V.  Mary,  b.  Aug.  18,  1773,  m.  Danl.  Upson,  and  d.  June  29,  1330. 

3.  Vv'illiam,  son  of  William,  (1.)  m.  Sarah  Goodwin  of  Lebanon, 
Conn.,  Feb.  22,  1775,  who  d.  Feb.  18,  1788,  and  he  m.  2d,  Orpba  Cos- 
set, Dec.  20,  1788,  He  d.  Jan.  25,  1829.  Ch.  :  I.  Merick,  b,  Ang.  30, 
1770,  d.  1785  ;  IL  Sena.  b.  June  5,  1778,  ra.  John  Hull;  IIL  ^virah,  b. 
Jan.  3,  1780,  d.  1784  ;  IV.  Jesse,  b.  Jan.  4,  1782,  d.  Aug.  27,  1525  ; 
V.  :^^eriek,  b.  March  2,  1780,  d.  1794  :  VL  Roxa,  b.  Oct.  3,  1701 :  VH. 
ChauDcey,  b.  Dec.  3,  1790  ;  VIIL  Augustus,  b.  Fdb.  28,  1799  ;  IX.  Wil- 
liam Hopkins,  b.  Feb.  12,  1802. 

4.  John,  son  of  William,  (1,)  m.  Sarah,  dan.  of  James  Bronson,  May 
25,  1780,  She  d.  Nov.  21,  1793,  and  he  m.  Cynthia,  dau.  of  Ebenezer 
Fitch  of  Walilngford,  May  21,  1794.  His  ch.  were:  1.  Esther,  b. 
March  21,  1781 ;  IL  Fanny,  b.  'March  7,  1783  ;  HI.  Benoni,  b.  Feb.  25, 
1785  :  IV.  Sarah,  b.  Y^h,  6,  1787  ;  V.  Hannah,  b.  Dec.  1,  1789;  VL 
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Juliana,  b.  June  24,  1793,  d.  1703  ;  YII.Lutlier,  b.  Mav  31,  1795  ;  YIII. 
Amanda. 

5.  Luke,  son  of  Williain,  (1,)  m.  Lucy,  dau.  of  Joseph  Nicliob, 
Jan.  3,  1782.  Cb.:  L  Anne,  b.  Aug.  31,  1782;  IL  Susanna,  b.  Sept. 
16,  1784  ;  III.  Betsey,  b.  Dec.  21,  17^80. 

6.  Sylyaxus,  son  of  William,  (1,)  m.  Sarah,  dau.  of  Dea.  Timothy 
Hopldns,  Dec.  4,  17S3.  Ch.:  L  :Mark,  b.  Sept.  10,  1784;  IL  Chloe, 
b.  Feb.  4,  1786  ;  IIL  Mark,  b.  Oct.  18,  1787  ;  IV.  Timothy  Hopkiu?,  b. 
Sept.  29,  1789. 

ALCOCKE.* 

ALCOCK,  ALLCOCKS,  ALLCOX,  ALCOX,  ALCOIT. 

1.  John  Alcott  was  b.  at  Beverly,  Yorkshire,  En:^.,  was  Bishop 
of  Rochester,  AYorcester  and  Ely,  in  the  time  of  Henry  YII ;  also  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Eng.  lie  founded  Jesus  College,  Cambridge,  and  was 
distinguished  in  his  day  for  his  learning  and  piety.  He  d.  Oct.  1, 
1500,  and  was  buried  in  a  sumptuous  tomb  of  his  own  designing,  in 
Ely  cathedral — now  much  defaced. 

2.  Mr.  George  Alcocke  came  to  this  country  in  1630,  and  settled 
in  Roxbury,  Mass.,  where  he  was  a  deacon  of  the  church,  and  an  impor- 
tant  man  in  the  Colony. 

3.  Mr.  Thomas  Alcocke,  tlie  progenitor  of  all  bearing  the  name  in 
Conn.,  came  from  Eng.  in  Winthrop's  company  in  1630,  with  his 
brother  George.  In  the  covenant  of  the  First  church  of  Boston,  dated 
at  Charlestown,  August  27,  1030,  Thomas  Alcocke  siands  fortv-aixih 
on  the  list  of  original  members:  Ano,  8:  7;  1039,  our  brotlier  Thomas 
Alcocke  and  sister  Margarj  were  recommended  to  Deddam,"  where  he 
settled.  In  1G50,  he  removed  to  Boston,  and  d.  Jan.  1G57.  His  wid. 
Margary,  m.  John  Benham  of  New  Ka\-en,  to  v.hicli  place  she  removed 
about  1060.  Ilis  ch.  were  :  L  Mary,  bap.  Xov.  3,  1635,  and  d.  1644; 
IL  Elizabeth,  bap.  Dec.  10,  1037,  d.  the  san^e  year;  IIL  Elizabeth,  K 
Oct.  4,  1038,  ra.  May  6,  105G,  Joseph  Soper  of  Boston;  lY.  Saridi,  b. 
Dec.  28,  1030;  Y.  Hannah,  b.  May  25,1042;  YL  Mary,  b.  June  8, 
1044,  m.  Sept.  27,  1064,  James  Robinson  of  Dorcliester,  d.  March  13, 
1718  :  YH,  Rebecca,  b.  1040,  was  granOmother  of  the  wife  of  the  first 
Gov.  Trumbull  of  Conn.;  YIIL  Phillip,  b.  1043,  settled  in  Xew  llav^^n; 
IX.  John,  bap.  Aug.  0,  1051,  m.  Constance,  dau.  of  Humphrey  Miiane 
of  Boston,  where  he  resided,  and  d.  betbre  1712.  He  had  two  sons  and 
six  daughters. 

*  For  the  luaterials  of  thi3  nouce  I  ain  indebted  to  Amos  Bronson  Alcott  of  Eo3ton,  M3?3. 
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4.  Phillip,  son  of  Thomas,  (3,)  weat  to  New  ITaTen  with  his  moth- 
er, who  had  married  John  Benham,  in  whose  family  he  was  brought 
up.  He  m.  in  Dec.  5,  1072,  Elizabeth,  only  dau.  of  Thomas  Mitchell, 
one  of  the  early  planters  of  New  Haven.  He  possessed  a  large  estate. 
He  m.  at  Wethersfield,  his  second  wife,  (in  1699,  April  4,)  Sarah,  wid. 
of  Nathaniel  Butler,  and  afterwards  lived  there.  He,  Phillip,  d.  in  1715, 
aged  58.    His  ch.  were,  I.  John,  b.  July  14, 1675  ;  II.  Thomas,  b.  1077  ; 

III.  Elizabeth,  b.  Feb.  6,  1079,  and  m.  Gray  ;  lY.  Phillip,  b.  Nov. 

19,  16S1,  d.  before  1712  ;  Y.  Agnes,  b.  1083,  m.  Harrison,      ^  ^ 

5.  John",  son  of  Phillip,  (4,)  lived  in  Xew  Haven,  m.  Susanna 

who  d.  in  1737.  He  d.  March  1722-23,  aged  47.  Ch  :  I.  Abigail,  in. 
Caleb  Thomas  of  New  Haven,  Jan.  0,  1736  ;  II.  John,  b.  Jan.  14,  1705, 
settled  in  ^Yaterbury;  III.  Elizabeth,  b.  July  31, 170S,  m.  July  2],  1737, 
Samuel  Hummerston  of  New  Haven;  lY.  Sarah,  b.  Ang.  12,  1711,  m. 
June  23,  1740,  John  Ailing  of  New  Haven;  Y.Stephen,  b.  Aug.  10, 
1714,  m.  Jan.  16,  1737,  x\bigail  Hummerston,  and  lived  at  Amity,  now 
Woodbridge;  was  a  large  land  owner,  and  had  two  ch.,  Stephen,  b.  Aug. 
22,  1738,  and  Sarah,  who  m.  Solomon  Gilbert  of  New  Haven  ;  YI. 
Mary,  b.  Aug.  10,  I7l7,  m.  Nov.  11,  1730,  Daniel  Lines,  of  New  Ha- 
ven. 

6.  Thomas,  son  of  Phillip,  (4,)  m.  1st,  Mary  Gedney,  April,  1706,  and 
2d,  Abigail  Austin  of  East  Haven,  at  which  place  he  resided,  and  where 

----^-_he  d.  April  2,  1757,  a^-ed  80.    He  had  two  sons  and  two  daughters. 

7.  JoHX,  son  of  .John,  (5,)  was  ra.  by  Pev.  Isaac  Stiles  of  North 
Haven,  Jan.  14,  1729-30,  to  Deborah,  dau.  of  Isaac  Blake^lee  of  the 
same  place.  He  d.  Jan.  0,  1777.  His  wife  d.  Jan.  7,  17S9,  aged  77. 
They  had  12  eh,,  eleven  of  whom  were  b.  in  Y"^aterbury.  They  were  as 
follows  :  I.  Lydia,  b.  Nov.  24,  1730,  m.  Isaac  Blakeslee  of  North 
Haven,  Nov.  23,  1757,  where  she  settled,  and  d.  Nov,  15,  1706,  aged 
06.  She  had  8  ch.  II.  John,  b.  Dec.  28,  1731  ;  HI.  James,  b.  June 
],  1734  ;  lY.  Jesse,  b.  March  23,  1736  ;  Y.  Daniel,  b.  March  25,  173S  ; 
YI.  David,  b,  Jan.  12,  1740;  YII.  Deborah,  b.  1741,  m.  1st,  Isaac 
Twitchell,  2d,  Wait  Hotchkiss,  and  settled  near  tlie  "  mill  place,"  on 
Mad  River;  YIII.  Mary,  b.  1744,  m.  Obed  Bradley  of  North  ILivon, 
where  she  lived  and  d.  March  6,  1825;  IX.  Thankful,  b.  1748,  m. 
Thaddeus  Baldwin  of  Plymouth,  where  she  settled,  and  d.  March  1,  1S39  ; 
X.  Hannah,  b.  1751,  m.  Joel  Norton  of  Bristol,  au.l  d.  March  1,  1821  ; 
XT.  Anna,  ra.  Abel  Curliss  of  YV^cott,  and  d.  Feb.  5,  1822;  NIL 
Stephen,  d.  young. 

8.  John,  son  of  John,  (7,)  m.  Aug.  28,  1755,  Mary,  dau.  of  SjIo- 
mon  Chatfield  of  Derby,  and  settled  near  his  father.    He  was  a  leading 
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man  in  the  society  of  Farmingbury.  Botli  he  and  his  v-^ife  were  mem- 
bers of  the  church  there,  which  was  organized  by  Rev.  Mr.  Gillett,  Nov. 
18,  1773.  Mrs.  Alcox  d.  Feb.  23,  1807,  a.  71,  and  Mr.  Alcox  d.  Sept. 
27,  1808.  Their  ch.  were:  I.  Lydia,  b.  Dec.  8,  1756,  m.  1st,  Chark^s 
Frisbie,  2d,  Nathaniel  Lewis,  both  of  Wolcott,  and  d.  Sept.  23,  1S30. 
II.  Solomon,  b.  May  8,  1759;  III.  Samuel,  b.  Nov.  29,  1701;  IV. 
John  Blakeslee,  b.  June  24,  1704;  V.  Mary,  b.  Sept.  8,  1700,  d.  Feb. 
18,  1770;  VI.  Isaac,  b.  April  12,  1709,  m.  Isabel  Lane  of  Wolcott. 
He  lived  near  the  east  church,  Plymouth,  where  he  d.  1809.  He  had 
an  only  child,  which  d.  in  infancy ;  VII.  Joseph  Chatfield,  b.  May  7, 
1771  ;  Vm.  Mark,  b.  May  11,  1773  ;  IX.  Thomas,  b.  Oct.  10, 1775,  d. 
April  27,  1778.  Of  the  preceding,  Solomon,  Samuel  and  John  B. 
served  in  the  Bevolutionary  war. 

9.  James,  son  of  John,  (7.)  m.  Hannah  Barnes,  and  settled  near  the 
homestead  of  his  father.  He  d.  Aug.  9,  1800,  aged  72.  Ch. :  L  Obe- 
dience, m.  John  Kenea,  who  d.  aged  88  ;  11.  Rosanna,  m.  John  Fris- 
bie, and  d.  in  1830  :  IIL  Meliscent,  m.  Nathaniel  Lane  ;  IV,  James,  m. 
Esther  Castle;  V.  Mehitable,  m.  James  Bradley;  VI.  Lois,  m.  John 
Smith  ;  VIL  Deadima,  ra.  Joshua  Minor,  and  d.  Jan.  15,  1852,  aged 
69  ;  VIIL  Hannah,  m.  Osman  Norton  ;  IX,  Olive,  m.  Edward  Good- 
year ;  X.  Rhoda,  m.  Lewis  Sanford. 

10.  Jesse,  son  of  John,  (7,)  m.  Patience  Blakeslee,  and  settled  in 
Wolcott.  He  d.  Oct.  29,  1829,  aged  74.  His  wid.  m.  Zachariah 
Hitchcock,  and  d.  in  18i0,  aged  97.  Ch.  *  L  Sarah,  m.  David  Churchill; 
11.  Lyman,  d.  Nov.  17,  1781,  aged  16  ;  IIL  Susan,  m.  John  Beecher, 
and  d.  Nov.  3,  1836,  aged  69;  IV.  Jesse,  m.  Lucy  Minor;  V.  Joe!,  m. 
Elizabeth  Johnson,  and  d.  May  27,  1810,  aged  32;  VI.  Hannah,  m, 
Daniel  Byington  ;  VIL  Chloe,  m.  Solomon  Shelley;  VIIL  Ithamer,  d. 
Aug.  9,  1798,  aged  3. 

11.  Daniel,  son  of  John,  (7,^  m.  Elizabeth  Dutton,  moved  to  Cole- 
brook,  Conn,  and  d.  May  24,  1805.    He  had  nine  children. 

12.  David,  son  of  John,  (7,)  m.  Abigail  Johnson,  who  d.  Feb.  23, 
1793,  aged  55,  and  he  m.  Feb.  5,  1795,  Sarah  Pratt.  He  lived  on  the 
homestead,  where  he  d.  Jan.  29,  1821.  Ch. :  1.  xVray,  b.  Sept.  16, 
1708,  d.  May  5,  1830,  aged  02  ;  IL  xVbigail,  b.  Dec.  14,  1770,  m.  Asa- 
hel  Lane;  III.  Daniel,  b.  April  16,  1774,  m.  Feb.  22,  1805,  Anna 
Fenn;  IV,  Obed,  b.  Sept.  8,  1775,  m.  July  13,  1797,  Anna  xVndrews  of 
Watertown  ;  V.  and  VL  E!dad  and  Medad,  b.  Sept.  14,  1779.  E!dad 
m.  Jan.  29.  181  7.  Sybil  Bartholomew,  and  d.  June  4,  1850.  Meda^l 
m.  Sylvia,  dau.  of  Capt.  x\mos  Bronson  of  Plymouth.  She  d.  at  Medi- 
na, Ohio,  Sept.  IS,  1855,  aged  89;  VIL  Eunice,  b.  Oct.  17,  1782,  m. 
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April  24,  ISOG,  Archibald  Mo.lier  ;  YIII.  Deborah,  b.  Xov.  25,  1T84, 
m.  Feb.  IS,  1808,  Isaac.  Minor,  ^vho  d.  March  22,  1813.  She  m.  Lorrin 
Fancher,  March  4,  1820. 

13.  Solomon,  son  of  John,  (8,)  m.  1st,  ParaeLa  Roberts,  ^vho  d.  in 
1810,  aged  49,  and  he  m.  2d,  Abigail  Goodyear.  He  lived  at  Potacko's 
Pting,  near  Ids  father's,  and  d.  May  21,  1818.  Ch. :  1.  Lydia,  m.  and  d- 
in  Ohio;  II.  Hannah,  m.  1st,  Ptichard  Wethington  of  Waterbiiiy,  and 
2d,  Capt.  Gates  Upson  ofWolcott;  IIL  Seth,  went  to  Ohio;  lY.  Solo- 
mon, d.  in  childhood ;  Y.  Leonard,  d.  near  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  Seth 
DOW  resides. 

14.  Samuel,  son  of  John,  (8,)  m.  Lydia  AYarner  of  Y'aterbiiry,  set- 
tled in  Wolcott,  and  d.  June  9,  1810.  Lydia,  his  wife,  d.  May  2,  1848, 
aged  82.  Their  eh.  were  :  1.  James,  m.  Sarah  W.  Warner  of  AYater- 
bury,  and  resides  in  Monrovia,  X.  Y. ;  11.  Mary,  m.  Isaac  Hotchkiss  of 
Wolcott,  and  d.  Dec.  1840;  III.  Cleora,  d.  Feb.  16,  1826,  aged  33  ;  lY. 
Statira,  m.  Oct.  4,  1819,  Amos  Shepherd  of  Southington  ;  Y.  Candace, 
ni.  Geo.  Griswold,  and  lives  in  Iowa. 

15.  John  Blakeslee,  son  of  John,  (3,)  m.  Lois  Gaylord  of  Y'olcott, 
and  settled  at  Spindle  Hill.  He  d.  Sept.  17,  1837.  His  wid.  d.  April 
7,  1839,  aged  70.  Ch. :  L  Riley,  m.  1st,  Ruth  Frisbie,  2-1,  Olive  War- 
Der,  and  resides  in  Waterbury ;  11,  Almon,  m.  twice  and  lives  in  Y'ol- 
cott;  IIL  Jedediah  G.,  m.  1st,  Sophia  Roper  of  AYolcott,  2d,  Lois  Gay- 
lord  of  Ilarpersfield,  X.  Y.  Lie  lives  on  Spindle  Hill,  vrhere  his  father 
died. 

16.  Joseph  Chatfield,  son  of  John,  (8,)  m.  Oct.  13,  179G,  Anna, 
dau.  of  Capt.  Amos  Bronson  of  Plymouth,  Joseph  C.  first  lived 
near  his  brother  Solomon  at  "  Potiiclco's  Ring,'"'-^  but  in  1805,  settled 
near  his  brother  John  B.,  at  Clinton  Hill  or  Xew  Connecticut.  He  d. 
xVpril  3,  1829.  His  wid.  xVnna  still  Jives.  They  had  the  following  ch. :  I. 
Betsey,  b.  xVpril  4,  1793,  d.  Nov.  5, 179S  ;  11.  Amos  Bronson,  (-^ee  p.  447,) 
b.  Xov.  29,  1799;  IIL  Chatfield,  b.  Oct.  23, 1801,  ra.  1st,  Xancy  Comstock 
of  Paris,  X.  Y.,  and  2d,  Miranda  Baily.  He  lives  at  Oriskany  Falls,  X. 
Y. ;  lY.  and  Y.  Pamela  and  Pamila.  b.  Feb.  4,  1805.  Pamela  ni.  James 
Eaily  of  Wolcott,  moved  to  Pennsylvania,  and  d.  Feb.  11,  184-9.  Pa- 
mila ra.  Ransom  Gavlord  of  Bristol,  went  to  Stockbridge,  X.  Y.,  and  d. 
June  14,  1833  ;  YL  Betsey,  b.  Feb.  14,  1808,  m.  Linus  Pardee  of  Wol- 
cott, and  lives  at  Y/est  Edmeston  near  Oriskany  Falls,  X.  Y. ;  YIL 
Phebe,  b.  Feb.  18,  1810,  ra.  William  Xorton  of  Y/olcott,  lived  on 
the  family  homestead,  where  she  died  July  23,  1844,  aged  34  ;  YIII. 


*  So  called  from  Potucko,  an  Imiian,  who  havin?  fired  a  ring  of  l>rushwood  to  surrouni  and 
catch  deer  and  oth-r  game,  vras  himself  entrapped  and  consumed.    So  says  tradition. 
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George,  b.  March  2G,  1812,  d.  July  10,  1S12  ;  IX.  Junius,  b.  July  6, 
1818,  m.  Nancy  Jane  Fritcliard  of  Litchfield,  Gonn.,  lived  at  Oriskar.y 
Falls,  and  d.  April  IG,  1852,  aged  34  ;  X.  Ambrose,  b.  Sept.  10,  1820, 
m.  Anna  Upson  of  Wolcott,  and  lives  at  Plantsville  in  Southington. 

17.  Mark,  sou  of  John,  (8,)  m.  Mary  Lane  of  Wolcott,  who  d.  Oct. 
8,  1834,  aged  Gl.  He  d.  Xov.  21,  1S4G.  Their  ch.  were:  I.  and  IL 
Alma  and  Manda.  (twins,)  d.  in  infancy  ;  III.  Thomas ;  lY.  Emily,  m. 
Amos  Newton;  Y.  Alvin,  m.  Chloe  Finch  of  Wolcott,  and  lives  near 
the  mill  place,  on  Mad  liiver,  in  Wolcott;  YI.  Salina,  m.  James,  son  of 
James  Alcox,  and  lives  in  Wolcott ;  YII.  Isaac,  m.  and  lives  at  Plain- 
ville,  Conn. 

18.  Obed,  son  of  David,  (12,)  m.  Anna,  dau.  of  William  Andrus,  a 
soldier  of  the  Ptevolution  and  descendant  of  Abraham  Andrus,  one  of 
the  original  settlers  of  Waterbury.  He,  Obed,  d.  Aug.  9,  1847.  His 
ch.  were:  I.  Y'illiam  A.,  (see  p.  447,)  b.  Aug.  6,  1798,  m.  Fhebe  L. 
Bronson  of  Wolcott,  Jan.  14,  1838;  11.  Lovina,  b.  Jan.  17,  1801,  m, 
William  Knowles  of  Haddam,  in  1820,  d.  March  1,  1821  :  IIL  Florence, 
b.  Aug.  9,  1804;  lY.  George,  b.  March  25,  1807,  m.  Harriet  Nichols 
and  has  five  children. 

BENEDICT. 

1.  William  Benedict  lived  in  Nottinghamshire,  about  A.  D.  1500, 
and  had  an  only  son,  William,  who  resided  in  the  same  shire.* 

2.  William,  the  son  of  William,  (1,)  had  a  son  William,  b.  in  Not- 
tinghamshire. 

3.  William,  son  of  William,  (2,)  had  by  his  first  wife,  Thomas,  b.  in 
England,  in  1617.    His  2d  wife  was  a  Mrs.  Bridgum. 

4.  Thomas,  son  of  William,  (3,)  m.  Mary  Bridgum,  dau.  of  his 
father's  second  wife,  and  was  a  weaver  by  trade.  He  came  to  Mass., 
where  he  resided  for  a  time.  Thence  he  removed  to  Southold,  L.  L, 
thence  to  Huntington  and  thence  to  Jamaica,  on  the  same  island.  On 
the  2Cth  of  Sept.  1064,  he  applied,  with  others,  for  liberty  to  settle  at 
the  place  wliich  is  now  Elizabethtown,  N.  J.,  and  the  petition  was 
granted.  Gov.  Nichols  issued  an  order  for  an  election,  dated  Feb.  8, 
1664,  at  James  Fort,  N.  Y.,  to  the  magistrates  of  the  towns  on 
L.  L,  to  elect  two  delegates  in  each  town,  sober,  able  and  discreet 
person.^,  to  meet  at  Hemstead  on  the  last  of  February,  to  enact  laws? 
&c.,  and  Thoma.?  Benedict  was  chosen  one  of  the  delegates  by  the  town 
of  Jamaica.    He  held  a  lieutenant's  commission  from  Gov.  Nicliols, 


*  The  en.rly  gf'n'jrations  of  this  faraily  are  taken  from  a  parchment  record,  no^v  in  possessioa 
of  the  fjmiiy,  which  has  the  appearance  of  being  an  ancient  document. 


HISTORY  OF  WATERBURT. 


dated  April  T,  1605.  During  tlie  same  year,  he  removed  to  Norwalk, 
Conn.,  with  his  family.  In  1G06,  he  \ya3  chosen  town  clerk  and  select- 
man of  Xorwalk.  The  oifice  of  town  clerk  he  held  many  years  at  20s. 
per  year,  and  was  deputy  to  the  General  Court  in  May,  1670  and  1G75. 
The  office  of  deacon  he  held  many  years  in  the  church  of  Norwalk,  and 
"  used  the  office  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  churcli,  until  his  death,"  wjiich 
occurred  in  his  T3d  year.  Ch. :  1.  Thomas;  II.  John;  III.  Samuel; 
ly.  James;  V.  Daniel;  VL  Betty,  m.  John  Slanson,  of  SLamford; 
YII.  Mary,  m.  Lieut.  Olmsted  of  Norwalk,  Nov.  11,  IGTO  ;  VIII. 
Sarah,  m.  Dec.  19,  1G79,  James  Beebe,  who  was  one  of  the  eariv  set- 
tlers of  Danbury  ;  IX.  Rebecca,  m.  Doct.  Samuel  Woods,  who  was 
born  and  educated  in  England,  and  settled  in  Danbury. 

5.  Thomas,  son  of  Tho.  (4,)  m.  Mary  Messenger  of  Jamaica,  L.  I., 
and  settled  in  Xorwalk.  Ch.  :  Mary  b.  1GG6  ;  Thomas,  b.  1670;  Han- 
nah, b.  1676  ;  Esther  b.  1679  ;  Abigail,  b.  1GS2,  and  Elizabeth. 

6.  Dea.  Jonx,  son  of  Tho.  (-i,)  m.  Phebe,  dau.  of  John  Gregory,  of 
Xcrwalk,  Xov.  11,  1G70,  and  d.  at  the  age  of  89.  His  wife  d.  1749. 
Ch  :  I.  Sarah  ;  II.  Phebe,  b.  1673  ;  III.  Jolm,  b.  1676  ;  TV.  Jonaihan  ; 
V.  Benjamin,  settled  at  Ri<]gefie!d,  about  1720,  was  deacon  and  select- 
man ;  VI.  Joseph,  settled  at  Pidizetield ;  VII.  James,  b.  1 685^  settled 
at  Ridgetield ;  VIII.  Mary ;  IX.  Thomas. 

7.  Samoel,  son  of  Tho.  (1,)  m.  Rebecca  Andrews,  of  Fairfield.  He 
purchased,  with  his  brother  James,  and  others,  in  1685,  lands  in  Dan- 
bury and  began  a  settlement  there.  Ch. :  Joanna,  b.  Oct.  22,  1673; 
Samuel,  b.  March,  1675;  Thomas,  b.  March  27,  1679;  Rebecca,  Esther, 
Nathaniel  and  Abraham  (?) 

8.  James,  son  of  Tho.  (4.)  m,  Sarah  (Gregory,  of  Xorwalk,  ?day  10, 
1076,  and  settled  at  Danbury.  Ch. :  Sarah,  b.  June  16,  1677:  Rebecca, 
Phebe,"  James,  John,  Thomas  and  Elizabeth. 

9.  Daniel,  son  of  Tho.  (4,)  m.  Mary  Marvin  of  Xorwalk,  setiled  at 
Danburv.    Ch, :  Mary,  Daniel,  Mercy  and  Hannah. 

10.  Thomas,  son  of  Tho.  (5,)  m.  Rachel,  dau.  of  Mr.  Samrel  Smith 
of  Xorwalk.  Ch. :  1.  Mary,  m.  Daniel  St.  John,  of  Xorwalk;  II. 
Thomas,  m.  Deborah,  dau.  of  Jonathan  Waters,  Esq.,  of  Jnmaica; 
IIL  Samuel;  IV.  Dani<d ;  V.  Rachel,  m.  E'iasapli,  son  of  Dank  Kellogg 
of  Xorwalk;  VI.  Xeh.Mniah  ;  VIL  Sarah,  m.  Daniel  Hayt,  of  Xorwalk- 

11.  JoHx,  son  of  Dea.  John,  (6,)  had  Jv3hn,  Matthew,  Caleb,  Xathan- 
iel,  Annah  and  Phel>e. 

12.  Joseph,  son  of  Dea.  John,  (6,)  had  Jos<-pli,  Gideon,  Anna,  Pit- 
man, Jonathan,  Mary,  Ezra  and  John. 

13.  Ben'jamin,  son  of  Dea.  John,' (6,)  had  Benjamin,  Timothy,  John. 
Samuel,  Daniel,  Amos,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  Rachel  and  Thankful. 
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14.  James,  son  of  Dea.  John,  (6,)  had  Sarah,  Ruth,  Peter,  ITaanah, 
Phebe,  James,  Martha,  John  and  Thomas. 

15.  Thomas,  son  of  Dea.  John,  (G,)  had  Ebenezer,  David,  John,  Thom- 
as, Betty  and  Selh. 

16.  Samuel,  son  of  Thomas,  (10.)  ra.  Jemima,  dau.  of  John  Kesler, 
of  Xorwalk.  Cli. :  Jemima,  Samuel,  Mary,  Daniel,  Stephen,  Sarah,  Abi- 
gail, Esther  and  Rachel, 

17.  Daniel,  son  of  Samuel,  (IG,)  m.  Sarah  Ilichox.  lie  lived  in 
Danbury.  Ch. :  Samuel,  Daniel,  A mos,  Noah,  b.  1 737,  Aaron,  b.  Jan. 
17,  1745,  Ruth,  Sarah  and  Mary. 

18.  Rev.  Xoaii,  son  of  Daniel,  (17,)  graduated  at  Nassau  Hall,  in 
1757,  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  in  Wood- 
bury, Oct.  22,  17G0,  and  died  in  1313.  Ch.  :  1.  Ruth,  ra.  Hon.  Nathan- 
iel Smith  ;  11.  lion.  Noah  B.,  b.  April  2,  1771,  wa^  an  eminent  lawyer  ; 
III.  Gen.  Thomas. 

19.  Aaron,  son  of  Daniel,  (17.)  m.  Esther  Trowbridge,^  of  Danbury^ 
Dec.  13,  1769  :  removed  to  Waterbury  the  same  year,  and  settled  in  the 
east  part  of  what  is  bow  the  town  of  Middlebury  ;  became  a  leading  man 
in  the  town  ;  was  active  in  the  Revolutionary  war  ;  represented  the  town  in 
the  Legislature,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention. 
He  d.  Dec.  IG,  1841,  aged  97.  His  wife  d.  Mareh  IG,  1833.  Ch.  ;  1.  Re- 
becca, b.  Aug.  31.  1772,  m.  Eli  Clark  of  Waterbury,  and  had  Joseph, 
Polly,  Maria,  Harriet,  Edward,  Eli  B.,  Timothy,  James  ;  IL  Daniel,  b.  Jan. 
17,  1774,  d.  Nov,  5,  1781 ;  III.  Polly,  b.  April  24,  1777,  m.  Asa  Ly- 
man, and  had  Elizabeth,  Mary  Ann,  Caroline,  Louisa,  Theodore  and 
Dwight;  IV.  Amos,  (see  p.  370,)  b.  July  6,  17S0,  m.  Ann  Stone,  of 
Litchtield.  Ch. :  Harriet  Ann,  Amelia  C.  and  George  Amos  ;  V,  Sally, 
b.  Aug.  22,1782,  is  unmarried,  and  lives  on  the  old  homestead,  in 
Middlebury;  VI.  Aaron,  b.  Aug.  9,  1785;  VII.  A  son,  b.  March  16, 
1788,  died  April  25,  1788;  VJL  Esther,  b.Aug.  11,  1789,  m.  Dr.  Jacob 
Linsley,  of  Middlebury  ;  is  a  widow  and  lives  in  V\"aterbury. 

20.  Aaron,!  son  of  Aaron,  (19,)  ra.  Charlotte  Porter,  of  Waterbury 
Sept.  1808.  Ch. :  L  Charlotte  Ann,  b.  March  27, 1810,  m.  Scovill  M.  Buck- 
ingham, May  18,  1835  ;  IL  Frances  Jcnnette,  b.  Nov.  22,1812,  d,  Feb. 
13,  1830;  IIL  George  W.,  b.  Nov.  26,  1814,  m.  Caroline  R.,  dau.  of 
Austin  Steele,  of  Waterbury,  Feb.  8,  1838.  Ch.:  Mary  Caroline,  Fran- 
ces Jennettp,  George  Henry,  Aaron  Austin,  and  Clara  Louisa;  IV, 
Charles,  b.  Sept.  23,  1317,  m.  Cornelia  M.  Johnson,  of  Waterbury,  Oct. 

*  She  was  a  descondnnt  of  William  Trowbridge,  of  New  Haven,  wlio  was  a  son  of  Thomas 
Trowbridge,  the  progenitor  of  all  of  the  name  in  this  countrj\ 
t See  p.  448. 
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1,1845.  Ch. :  Amelia  Caroline,  Charlotte  Buckinrrham,  and  Cornelia 
Johnson;  V.  Mary  Lvman,  Sept.  24,  1819,  m.  John  S.  Mitchell,  of 
New  Haven,  Jan.  3,  1838,  and  had  Charles  B.,b.  1840,  d.  1854. 

BLAKESLEE  * 

•-1.  Thomas  Blakesley  first  appeared  at  Hartford  about  1  041 .  He 
took  the  oath  of  fidelity  at  New  Haven  in  1C44,  but  was  at  Bran- 
ford  in  1645,  where  he  lived  some  years.  He  removed  thence  to 
Guilford,  and  died  at  Boston  in  1674,  leaving  a  wife,  Susanna,  andch, 
as  follows:  Aaron,  Moses,  Miriam,  wife  of  Samuel  Pond,  and  Abigail, 
wife  of  Ball. 

2.  Samuel,!  probably  a  brother  of  Thomas,  (1,)  and  ancestor  of  the 
Blakesiees  who  settled  early  at  Woodbury,  Waterbury,  tc,  v,as  a 
planter  at  Guilford  in  1650,  and  m.  Dec.  3,  the  same  year,  Hannah, 
dau.  of  William  Potter  of  New  Haven,  to  which  place  he  remove'],  and 
d.  in  1672,  leaving  four  ch.,  viz  :  John,  Mary,  Samuel  and  Ebenezer. 
The  births  of  his  ch.,  as  found  on  record,  were:  1.  John,  b.  Oct.  22, 
1651  ;  II.  a  son  who  d.  1672  ;  HI.  Hannah,  b.  Oct.  22,  1657,  d.  1660; 
lY.  Mary,  Nov.  2,  1059  ;  V.  Samuel,  April  8,  1662;  VL  Ebenezer, 
b.  July  17,  1664  ;  YII.  Hannah,  May  22,  1666  ;  YIII.  Jonathan, 
March  3,  1669,  d.  1669. 

3.  John,  son  of  Samuel,  (2.)  lived  at  New  Haven,  and  d.  in  1713. 
He  had  by  his  wife,  Grace  :  1.  John,  b.  July  15,  1676,  d,  1723.  leaving 
a  family  ;  II,  Hannah  or  Anna,  b.  Aug.  6,  1681,  m.  Moses  Sperry,  Jan. 

1,  1705  ;  III.  Moses,  settled  in  Waterbury. 

4.  Samuel,  sout  of  Samuel,  (2.)  settled  at:  YVest  Haven,  m.  Nov.  20, 
16S4,  Sarah  Kimberly,  and  removed  to  Woodbury.  The  first  six  of 
hh  ch.  were  bap.  at  Y^oodbury,  Aug.  1697.  The  births  of  his  ch.  re- 
corded at  New  Haven  are  as  follows  :  I.  Samuel,  b.  Jan.  28,  16S5,  settltr-.l 
in  \Yoodbury,  (Roxbury  soc.:)  H.  Miriam,  b.  May  2,  1688;  III.  Jona- 
tlian,  b.  Jan.  6,  1090-91;  lY.  Sarah,  b.  Sept.  1692  ;  Y.  Anna,  b.  Dec. 

2,  1694  ;  YI.  Mary,  b.  Sept.  6,  1696  ;  YH.  James,  b.  April  2  7,  1099. 
•settled  in  AYaterbury;  YHL  Mehitable,  b.  Aug.  31,  1702;  IX.  Tilly, 
b.  March  18,  1705,  settled  in  Woodbury,  (Roxbury  soc.)  He  ra.  Mary 
Brown  of  New  Haven,  Feb.  7,  1728-9. 

*  This  name,  on  the  early  record.^,  is  written  in  twyuty-five  or  more  difTerent  ways.  It  is  now 
gineruliy  spelled  as  above. 

t  There  is  a  tradition  among  his  descendants,  that  two  brothers  of  the  name  of  Blak.-5lf<" 
ca-iie  from  the  west  of  England,  designing  to  settle  in  the  Plymouth  Colony,  aad  taac  cl..  ' 
them  died  on  the  passage.  The  other  came  to  Plymouth,  wliere  he  died  in  the  early  ua\s  oi  t;i'.' 
Colony,  leaving  one  son,  who  was  placed  w  ith  a  blacksmith  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  to  l^arn  t):e 
trade.  It  i-j  also  asserted  that  the  brothers  brou^-'iit  an  anvil  with  them,  and  that  it  was  stt:) 
but  a  few  years  since  in  Roxbury,  Conn. 
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5.  Ebexezer,  son  of  Sarauel,  (2,)  d.  Sept.  24,  1725.  His  cL.  were  : 
I.  Ebenezer  and  II.  Hannah,  (twins,)  b.  Feb.  4,  1685  ;  III.  Susannali.  b. 
May  21,  1689;  lY.  Grace,  b.  Jan.  1,  1693-4,  m.  Ebenezer  Hamber- 
stoD,  Oct.  13,  1718;  V.  Abraham,  b.  Dec.  15,  1G95  ;  VI.  Isaac,  b.  July 
21,  1703. 

6.  Deacon  Moses,  son  of  John,  (3,)  m.  Sarah  Benton  of  Hartford, 
Jan.  1,  1702.  He  removed  to  Waterburv  about  1739,  and  settled  on 
land  previously  (about  1722)  laid  out  to  him,  on  what  is  now  called 
Town  Hill,  in  the  east  part  of  the  present  town  of  Plymouth.  His 
house  stood  near  the  residence  of  the  late  Oliver  Stoughton.  He  was 
appointed  deacon  of  the  church  at  the  time  of  its  organization  in  1740, 
in  which  lie  was  an  active  and  ioliuential  member,  as  he  also  was  in  the 
society  and  town.  His  ch.  as  recorded  at  New  Haven  were  :  I.  Moses, 
b.  Sept.  2,  1702,  d.  1728;  IL  Aaron,  b.  April  25,  1704,  d.  young; 
HI.  Abner,  b.  Jan.  25,  1705,  d.  1726  ;  IV.  Sarah,  b.  March  31,  1708; 
V.  Jesse,  b.  March  30, 1710,  had  a  family  in  Xew  Haven  ;  VL  Dinah,  b. 
Jan.  21,  1711-12  ;  VII.  Job,  b.  Dec.  8,  1713  ;  VIIL  Job,  Dec.  18, 1714; 

IX.  Aaron,  Feb.  IS,  1716-17,  remained  at  New  Haven,  had  a  family; 

X.  Hannah,  b.  March  25,  1718-19  ;  XI.Thebe,  b.  March  12,  1721-2,  m. 
Henry  Cook,  Aug.  30, 1744  ;  XII.  John,  b  .Dec.  15, 1723,  settled  in  V^ater- 
bury,  Xorthbury  soc. ;  XIII.  Marah,  b.  Jan.  29,  1726-27,  m.  Benjamin 
Upson,  May  30,  1743;  XIV.  Moses,  b.  Jan.  25,  1728-29,  settled  in 
V^'aterbury. 

7.  James,  son  of  Samuel,  (4,)  settled  in  Waterbury,  m.  Thankful, 
dan.  of  Sergt.  Stephen  Upson  of  AVaterbury,  Sept,  15,  1724,  and  d. 
Jan.  12,  1784.  His  ch.  were:  L  Reuben,  b.  Jan.  18,  1726,  m.  Bhoda 
— ,  and  d.  Jan.  4,  1813.  Ch. :  Pteuben,  b.  1763  ;  Mehltable,  b.  1765  ; 
Louis  Anna,  b.  1768;  Pthoda,  b.  1771  ;  Samuel,  b.  1773;  James,  b. 
1775,  and  Griswold,  b.  1777.  IL  Tilly,  b.  June  10,  1728,  and  had  Ar- 
chibald, b.  1752,  and  Thankful,  b.  1755.  III.  Mehitable,  b.  Aug.  12, 
1732.   IV.  James,  b.  Feb.  5,  1735. 

8.  JoHX,  son  of  Moses,  (6,)  settled  near  his  K\ther,  ra.  Olive,  dau.  of 
Samuel  Curtis,  March  14,  1745.  Ch. :  I.  John,  b.  March  3,  1746  ;  IL 
Araasa,  b.  Jan.  15,  1748,  m.  Esther  Barker,  and  had  Miles,  b.  1772, 
Lyman,  b.  1774,  Eneas,  b.  1776.  He  settled  in  Plymouth.  HI.  Joel, 
b.  Aug.  19,  1750,  m.  and  settled  in  Plymouth.  He  had  Linus,  Ran- 
som, Bot-ey,  Erastus  and  Amanda ;  all  dead  except  Ransom  and  Bet- 
sey. IV.  Enos,  b.  July  12,  1752;  V.  Obed,  b.  Aug.  29,  1754;  VL 
Olive,  b.  March  29,  1758,  m.  Elnathan  Ives;  VH.  Lettis,  b.  1760.  d. 
1761  ;  VIIL  Lettis,  b.  May  27,  1763,  m.  Ira  Pond;  IX.  Jared,  b.  July 
8,  1765.  He  is  living  "-^d  has  a  f^iraily  in  Plymouth  ;  X.  Sally,  b.  Aug- 
20,  1708,  m.  Stephen  Seyu...  t  ;  XL  Curtis,  b.  Feb.  16,  1770,  d.  young 
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9.  N[osES,  son  of  Moses,  (G.)  m.  Dec.  24,  1753,  Hannah  Dunbar  of 
Walling-ford,  and  had  :  L  Asa,  b.  Sept.  30,  1754  ;  II.  Caleb,  b.  Oct.  22, 
IToC,  d.  1757  ;  III.  A  daughter,  b.  xiprii  1,  1758  ;  IV.  Moses,  b.  May 
12,  1760. 

10.  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  the  connection  of  the  followino:  with 
the  preceding.  I  presume,  however,  they  are  descended  from  Samuel, 
(2.)  Capt.  Thomas  B.,  son  of  Ebenezer  of  New  Ilaven,  settled  in  "NV.i- 
terbury.  Ilis  first  four  ch.  are  recorded  at  New  Ilaven,  the  others  at 
Waterbury.  He  was  the  firsi  captain  in  Xorthbury  society.  He  d. 
Jan.  2,  1778,  and  his  wid.  Mary  d.  April,  1702.  Ch.  :  I.  David,  b. 
Nov.  2,  1722  ;  II.  lieuLen,  b. 'March  9,  1724-5;  III.  Moses,  b.  June 
30,  1727  ;  IV.  Mary,  b.  Sept.  7,  1729,  d.  1750;  V.  Submit,  b.  1731,  d. 
1750  ;  VI.  Experience,  b.  Jan.  3,  1734-5;  VII.  Lydia,  July  6,  173  7,  m. 
Stephen  Blakes'ee,  Jan.  1757  ;  VIII.  Esrher,  b.  Aug,  6,  1739;  IX. 
Abigail,  b.  Dec.  22,  1741. 

11.  David,  son  of  Capt.  Thomas.  (10,)  m.  Nov.  29,  1743,  rbebe 
Todd  of  New  Haven,  who  d.  Oct.  4,  1744.  He  m.  2d,  Abigail,  dan.  of 
Jonathan  How,  May  18,  1752,  who  d.  May  0,  1799.  Ch. :  1.  Thomas, 
b.  St^pt.  17,  1744,  m.  Lydia  Bradley,  Aug.  14,  1764,  and  had  Asenerh, 
b.  March'28,  1765  ;  Bethiah,  b.  March  30,  1767;  Chloe,  b.  Feb.  13, 
1769  ;  Mabel,  b.  March  31,  1771  ;  II.  Eli,  b.  March  22,  1753,  m.  L.  Cur- 
tis, Oct.  31,  1773,  and  had  Prue,  b.  June  25,  1775,  and  Orpha,  b.  Nov- 
3,  1776  ;  III.  Asa,  b.  May  23,  1756  ;  IV.  Phebe,  b.  June  14,  1758  ;  V. 
Ede,  b.  Oct.  21,  1760,  d.  1771  ;  VL  Bede,  b.  Nov.  9,  1762  ;  Vll.  Adua, 
b.  Jan.  31,  1765  ;  VIIL  David,  b.  July  22,  17  71. 

12.  PvELDEN-,  son  of  Capt.  Thomas,  (10.)  ra.  Mary,  dau.  of  Barnabas 
Ford,  Sept.  19,  1748,  Ch. :  I.  Ruth,  b.  Feb.  4,  1749;  IL  Submit,  b. 
Feb.  14,  1751;  III,  Silas,  b.  Nov.  30,1752;  IV.  Enos,  b.  May  11, 
1755  ;  V.  Lois,  b.  Oct.  30,  1757  ;  VI.  Eunice,  b.  Feb.  14,  1760. 

13.  Moses,  son  of  Capt.  Thomas,  (10,)  m.  Nov.  17,  1746,  Mehitable, 
dau.  of  Gideon  Allen.  Ch.  :  I.  Hezekiah,  b.  Jan  27,  1748  ;  II.  Kcziah, 
b.  Sept.  20,  1749,  d.  in  1755;  HL  Amos,  b.  Jan.  10,  1 752,  d.  1 755  : 
IV.  Mary,  b.  Feb.  20,  1754  ;  V.  Keziah,  b.  :^Iay  21,  1756  ;  VI.  P:u  hel, 
March  s'l,  1758  ;  VII.  Vodice,  b.  July  4,  1760,  d.  1760;  VIIL  Vodi<  e, 
b.  Sept.  8,  1761  ;  IX.  Amos,  b.  Nov.  26,  1763  ;  X.  Zuar,  b.  Feb.  1766  ; 
XL  Grace,  b.  July  21,  1763, 

14.  Jacop.  Bi-akivslee  had  the  following  ch.,  four  of  wdiom  are  re- 
corded at  New  Haven.  He  removed  to  Vaterbury,  where  his  two 
last  ch.  are  recorded.  He  d.  ^larch  25,  1767.  Ch.:  L  Abner,  b.  ^h'ly 
15,  1731 ;  H.  Anna,  b.  Oct.  6,  1733  :  IIL  Gad,  b.  Dec.  13,  1735  :  IV. 
Asher,  b.  May  23,  1738  ;  V.  Noah,  b.  Dec.  13, 1740  ;  VL  Sarah,  b.  Aug. 
19,  1743. 
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15.  Abn'er,  son  of  Jacob,  (14.)  m.  Thniikful,  dau.  of  Sarr.iie!  Pock, 
Sept.  25,  1755,  and  had:  I.  Samuel,  b.  Nov.  22,  175G;  11.  J.\c-:>h,  b. 
Sept.  14,  1758:  III.  A  son,  b.  Sept.  4,  1761,  d.  young-;  IV,  Clement, 
b.  June  30,  1763  ;  V.  Micajali,  b.  April  22,  1766  ;  YI.  Ziba,  b.  July  9, 
1768;  YII.  Abner,  b.  May  21,  1771. 

16.  AsiiEK,  son  of  Jacob,  (14,)  ra.  Oct.  26,  1762.  Mary,  dau,  of  JoLn 
Humaston  of  Litclifield,  and  d.  May  3,  1814,  Cb. :  I.  S'.dah,  b.  Jan.  30, 
1764;  IT,  Salmon,  b.  Jan.  30,  1766  ;  III.  Anna,  b.  Nov.  15,  1707;  IV. 
Gad,  b.  Jan.  10,  1770  ;  Y.  Asber,  b.  Nov.  17,  1771 . 

BRONSON. 

1.  JoFiN'  Bronson'  of  Hartford  and  Farmi^ton,  bad  eh.:  Jacob,  Jolm, 
Isaac,  Abraliam,  }i[ary,  Dorca>  and  S^trab.    (See  p.  137.) 

2.  Jacob,  son  of  Job.n,  (l,)had  Samuel,  Jacob,  of  Kensing-toii,  Roger, 
of  New  Milford,  Isaac,  of  Lyme,  Elizabeth  and  Rebecca. 

3.  Joiiy,  son  of  John,  (1,)  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Waterbury. 
Ch. :  John,  Sarah,  Dorothv,  Ebenezer,  Y'illiara,  Moses  and  Grace.  (See 
p.  138.)     ■        ,  '■ 

4.  Serj.  Isaac,  son  of  Juhn,  (1,)  had,  1.  Isaac;  II.  John;  III.  Samuel ; 
lY.  Mary;  Y.  Joseph;  YI.  Thomas;  YII.  Ebenezer;  YIIL  Sarah; 
IX.  Mercy.    (See  p.  140,  aud  Cothren's  Woodbury,  p.  505.) 

5.  MosEr?,  son  of  John,  (3.)  had  ch.  :  I.  Eunice,  b.  Dec.  23,  1714,  m. 
Eliaki.m  Y'elton  ;  IL  Sarah,  b.  Sept.  2,  I7l7,  ra.  John  Yv'arner;  ill,  Na- 
than, b.  Sept.  5,  1719,  m,  Williams,  went  to  Alford;  lY.  Martha,  b. 

June  14,  1721,  m.    Hill  ;  Y.  Elnathan,  b.  Oct.  2,  1723,  m.  Rachel 

Hill ;  VI.  Charity,  an-l  YII.  C-jmmfort,  twins,  b,.  >Jar.  20,  172G.  Comfort, 

m.  Martin  ;  YIIL  Esther,  b.  Feb.  6,  1728,  m.  •  Peck ;  IX.  Jem- 

sha,  b.Feb.  0, 1730,  m.  lTiT3raa?W'niiam-^rX:'Je^^^^^  b.  May  25,  173  2  : 
XL  William,  b.  May  30,  1734,  went  to  Alford,  Mass;  XIL  :^b3~rs,  b. 
June  19,  1736  ;  XIiL  Naomi,  b.  March  28,  1739,  m.  Jonathan  Ungiics, 

6.  Isaac,  son  of  Isaac.  (4,)  had  ch. :  1.  Jerusha,  b.  Nov.  8,  l7o3,  m. 
Paul  Welch  of  New  Milfbrd  ;  IL  Isaac,  b.  Mar.  29,  1  707  ;  IiL  Anna,  b. 
Aug.  23.  1700,  ni.  1st,  Daniel  IIow,  2d,  Isaac  Tuttle;  IV.  Ji-ial!,  b. 
June,  1713;  Y.  Mary,  b.  May  29,  1710,  m.  James  Hine  of  New  M.i- 
ford;  YL  Nathan,  b.  ^[ay,  1719,  d.  1722;  YII.  James,  b.  Oa.  27, 
1721,  d.  1725:  YIIL  Patience,  b.  April  14,  1725;  IX.  James,  b. 
Oct.  22,  1727.  ■ 

7.  Lt.  Jofiv,  son  of  Lane.  (4,)  had  ch. :  L  Mary,  b.  April  9.  1698,  m, 
1st,  Sitmuel  IVrrer.  id,  John  Barnes,  and  d.  1774  ;  IL  Juhn,  b.  April  23, 
1701  :  IIL  Hannah,  b.  Oct.  13,  1704,  m.  Nathan  Gaylord,  liw-i  in  New 
Miir-}rd;  IV.  Jemima,  b.  Aug-.  27,  1706,  ni.  Stephen  IL^^kins;  V. 
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Joseph,  b.  Julylo,  1709  ;  VL  Benjamin,  b.  Oct.  2,  iTll  ;  YII.  Tamer, 
b.  March  U,  1730,  m.  Joseph  Xichols  ;  VIII.  Ezra,  b.  April  24,  1732  ; 
IX.  Phebe,  b.  March  23,  1734,  m.  Nathaniel  Richardson. 

8.  Lt.  Thomas,  son  of  Isaac,  (4,)  had  ch.:  I.  Thomas,  b.  Jan.  5,  1710- 
11;  II.  Stephen,  b.  Nov.  25,  1712,  d.  Dec.  30,  1712;  III.  Elizabeth," 
b.  April  8,  1714,  d.  1715  ;  lY.  Elizabeth,  b.  April  24, 171G,  m.  Ebenezer 
Warner. 

9.  Ebenezer,  son  of  Isaac,  (4,)  had  ch. :  T.  Susanna,  b.  Ap.  20,  1718, 
iQ.  William  Adams;  II.  Andreu-,  b.  Nov.  23,  1720;  III.  Mary,  b.  Oct. 
1723,  m.  Jonathan  Baldwin  and  d.  May  17,  1821  ;  lY.  Samuel,  b.  Mar. 
16,  172G,  d.  172G  ;  Y.  Ebenezer,  b.  Oct.  9,  1730,  d.  1730  ;  YI.  Thank- 
ful, b.  Oct.  15,  1733,  d.  1750;  YII.  Ebenezer,  b.  Feb.  1,  1738.  ■ 

10.  Elnathan,  son  of  Moses,  (5,)  ra.  wid.  Rachel  Tliil  of  New  Fair- 
field, Dec.  26,  1744.  He  had  ch. :  I.  Jesse,  b.  Sept.  11,  1745;  II.  Es- 
ther, b.  Sept.  22,  J  747  ;  III.  Jerusha,b.  Jan.  15,  1749-50;  lY.  Hannah, 
b.  Feb.  20,  1751-2  ;  Y.  Joseph,  b.  Dec.  3,  1753. 

11.  Nathan,  son  of  Moses,  (5,)  m.  Obedience,  dau.  of  Thomas  Wil- 
liams, Feb.  22,  1740-50.  She  d.  March  13,  1753,  and  he  m.  2d,  v.ij. 
Abigail  Lewis,  June  29,  17G9,  who  d.  Nov.  17,  1800.  Ch. :  I.  Reuhen, 
b.  Nov.  28,  1750  ;  II.  a  dau.  b.  Feb.  17,  1753. 

12.  Isaac,  son  of  Isaac,  (6,)  ra.  Eunice,  dan.  of  Thomas  Richards, 
July  3,  1734,  who  d.  Sept.  G,  1749,  and  he  ra.  Abigail,  wid.  of  Caleb 
JIunson,  Nov.  22,  1750,  and  d.Dec.  7, 1709,  a.  93.  His  ch.  were,  I.  Lois, 
b.  Jan.  26,  1735,  ni.  Isaac  Prichard  of  Waterbury,  d.  1824;  IL  Isaac, 
b.  Oct.  2,  173G  ;  IIL  Hannah,  b.  Jan.  31,  173S-9,  m.  Timothy  CiarTc, 
d.  1815;  lY.  Lydia,  b.  .lune  29,  1741,  d.  Sept.  1749  ;  Y.  E!i,  b.  June 
30,  1743  ;  YL  Paiience,  b.  Dec.  12,  174G,  d.  Sep.  6,  1749  ;  YIL  Sah, 
b.  Dec.  7,  1748  ;  YIIL  Titus,  h.  fict.  15,  1751  ;  IX.  Abigai!,  b.  Au-. 
12,  1753,  m.  Ambrose  HicLox. 

13.  Lt.  JosiAH,  son  of  Isaac,  (6,)  m.  Dinah,  dau.  of  John  Sutliff,  July 
23,  1735.  She  d.  Sept.  10,  1736,  and  he  m.  Sarah,  wid.  of  David 
Leav^;n worth  of  Woodbury.  May  15,  ]7-^0,  who  d.  xVug'.  2S,  r'/07,  and 
he  ni.  3d,  Rebecca,  wid.  of  Moses  Hurlbut  of  Woodbury.  L'ec,  23.  17G7. 
She  d.  June  5,  1797,  and  he  m.  4th,  wid.  Iluldah  Williams,  June  12, 
1708.  lie  was  born  at  Breakneck.  Blest  by  nature  with  a  robust 
constitution,  a  cheerftil,  buoyant  spirit  and  an  iron  will,  he  was  emi- 
nenily  fiited  to  crrapple  with  the  many  difficulties  incident  to  the  times 
in  wiiich  he  lived.  He  was  shrewd,  calculating  and  social ;  became  a 
lieutenant,  secured  wealth,  and  obtained  an  honorable  position  in  soci- 
ety. With  less  of  the  puritan  strictness  wliich  characterized  miO=t  men 
of  his  day,  he  was  a  professor  of  religion,  and  died,  at  a  good  old 
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age,  Feb.  20,  1804.  Ilis  ch.  were,  1.  Lucy,  b.  Sept.  10,  173G,  ra. 
James  Porter  of  Middlebury  \jU.  David,  b.  June  25,  1741  ;  III.  Alel, 
b.  May  30,  1743,  a  physician;  lY.  Zuba,  b.  April  2S,  1745,  m.  Abner 
Miinson;  V.  Paiben,  b.  June  5,  1747  ;  YI.  Thaddeiis,  b.  July  22,  1749  ; 
YII.  Josiah,  b.  Feb.  1,  1751-2  ;  YIII.  Elijah,  b.  May  15,  1755. 

14.  James,  son  of  Isaac,  (6,)  ra.  Sarah,  dau.  of  Josiah  Brocket  of 
Wahino-ford,  Aug.  22,  1750.  Ch.  :  L  Roswell,  b.  Sept,  9,  1751  ;  XL 
Sarah,  b.  Jan.  5,  1754,  m.  John  Adams;  III.  Levi,  b.  June  12,  1757  ; 
lY.  Asahel,  b.  Nov.  28,  1759  ;  Y.  Thankful,  b.  Mar.  5,  1762,  m.  xVraos 
Hinman  ;  YL  Jesse,  b.  July  1,  1703. 

15.  Joiix,  son  of  John,  (7.)  m.  Comfort,  dau.  of  AYilliam  Bahhvin  of 
Stratford,  March  28,  172S.  He  hved  at  Jerico,  on  the  Naugaiuck,  in 
^''orthbury,  till  1759,  when  he  removed  to  Nine  Partners,  N.  Y.,  and  be- 
came a  Baptist  deacon.  Ch.:  1.  Pthoda,  b.  March  30,  1729,  m.  Josliua 
Graves;  IL  Amos,  b.  Feb.  3,  1730-1  ;  IIL  Hannah,  b.  March  6,  1734, 
m.  David  Foot;  lY.  Thankful,  b.  Sept.  8,  1736,  m.  Moses  Fool  of 
^Yaterbu^y,  Aug.  12,  1756,  d.  Sept.  5,  1757;  Y.  Mary,  b,  Feb.  25, 
1738-9,  m.  Aaron  Foot  of  Ilarwinton  and  Sheffield,  d.  Feb.  10, 
1824;  YL  John,  b.  Dec.  22,  1742;  YIL  Chioe,  b.  Dec.  29,  1745, 
ra.  Col.  Barker  of  Nine  Partners,  N.  Y. 

16.  Joseph,  son  of  John,  (7,)  m,  Anna,  dau.  of  Ptev,  John  Southmayd, 
June  1,  1732.  She  d.  Aug.  12,  1749,  and  he  m.  2d,  Mary,  dau.  of 
Lt.  Gershom  Fulford,  May  2,  1750,  and  d.  Sept.  19,  1771.  Ch. :  L  Me- 
liscent,  b.  Dec.  24,  1734,  d.  1735  :  IL  Eidad,  b.  July  1,  1736,  d.  1749  ; 
IIL  Desire,  b.  .July  9,  1733,  ra.  Jonathan  Guernsey;  lY.  Seba,  b.  ?*:'pt. 
23,  1740;  Y.  Anne,  b.  May  22,  1751,  m.  Herman  Munson  ;  YI.  Beia, 
b.  May  7,  1757.  I  find  in  addition  to  the  preceding  the  births  of  no 
less  than  six  still  born  children  on  record. 

17.  Benjamin,  son  of  John,  (7,)  m.  Lois,  dau.  of  Thomas  Richards, 
March  14,  1738,  and  d.  Xov.  16,  1745.  His  wid.  ra.  Silas  Hotchki^s. 
Ch.;  L  Hannah.  b.Xov,  16,  1738,  d.  same  month;  IL  Ruth,  b.  Sept.  30, 
1739,  ra.  Samuel  Scovill;  IIL  Chloe,  b.  Dec."  2,  1741,  d.  17 '2;  lY. 
Samuel,  b.  Dec,  10,  1742;  Y.  Benjamin,  b.  May  8,  1746,  d.  Dec.  22, 
1765. 

18.  Capt.  Ezra,  son  of  John,  (7.)  He  was  one  of  the  honored  m?n 
of  his  time  ;  vv-as  town  clerk,  town  treasurer,  a  representative  to  the  As- 
serabiV,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  commissary  in  the  Revolution,  He 
ra.  Susanna,  dau.  of  Thomas  Judd.  St-p.  6,  1753,  and  d.  Sept.  1,  1705. 
She  d.  Oct.  13,  1-28,  ag^d  90.  Ch. :  L  Lt.  Mi.jhael,  b.  :^[arch  25,  1754  ; 
11.  Hannah,  b.  ^farch  26,  175  7,  ra,  Wra.  Leavenworth;  HI.  Mark,  b. 
Aug.  4,  1762  ;  lY,  Susanna,  b.  March  6,  1766,  m.  Stephen  AYelton  ;  Y. 
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Anne,  b.  Dec.  26,  ITTO,  m.  Joseph  Cook;  VI.  Meliscent,  b.  June  27, 
1773,  m.  AYilliam  Durand. 

19.  Thomas,  Esq.,  son  of  Lt.  Tlionias,  [S,)  m.  Susanna,  dau.  of  Eev, 
John  Southmayd,  Sept.  25,  1734.  She  d.  Aug.  13,  1741.  He  then  m. 
Anna,  dan.  of  Stephen  Hopkins,  Esq.,  Jan.  9,  1746,  and  d.  June  25, 
1759.  Ch. :  I.  Stephen,  b.  June  30,  1735  ;  11.  Susanna,  b.  Dec.  7, 
1736,  lu.  Rev.  Elijah  Sill;  IH.  Daniel,  b.  March  S,  1739  ;  IV.  Samuel, 
b.  June  21,  1741,  d.  1741  ;  V.  David,  b.  Sept.  25,  1748,  d.  1750;  VI. 
Thomas,  b.  March  10,  1751;  VII.  Anne,  b.  Sept.  28,  1752,  m.  Joseph 
Upson  ;  VIII.  Elizabeth,  b.  Oct.  30,  1755  ;  IX.  Euth,  b.  Feb.  23,  1759, 
111.  Dr.  Jesse  Upson. 

20.  Dea.  Andrew,  son  of  Ebenezer,  (9,)  m,  Mary,  dau.  of  Lt.  John 
Scovill,  Feb.  9,  1745-6,  and  d.  Dec.  1799.  Ch. :  I.  Amasa,  b.  June  8, 
1746,  d.  1752;  II.  Esther,  b.  Jan.  21,  1747-8,  m.  Daniel  Bronson,  in 
17  70;  III.  Amasa,  b.  April  1,  1750,  d.  1  753  ;  IV.  Mary,  b.  April  23, 
1752  ;  V.  Thankful,  b.  Aug  27,  1755  ;  VL  Lucy,  b.  June  27,  1760,  m. 
Samuel  Porter;  VH.  Samuel,  b.  Nov.  1,  1762;  VHI.  Sylvia,  b.  Nov. 
20,  .  1764;  IX.  Andrew. 

21.  Ebenezer,  son  of  Ebenezer,  (9.)  m.  Miriam,  dau.  of  Richard 
Nichols,  April  7,  1763,  and  d.  May  6,  1808.  His  wife  d.  July  12,  1812. 
Ch. :  L  Joseph,  b.  rvfarch  1,  1764  ;  II.  Amzi,  b.  April  12,  1765  ;  Hi. 
Sarah,  b.  Nov.  27,  1766.  d.  1767;  IV.  Sarah,  b.  Dec.  16,  1767;  V. 
Susan,  b.  May  7,  1760,  d.  1782  ;  VL  Ebenezer,  b.  Nov.  14,  1771,  m. 
and  had  five  or  six  ch.,  and  d.  July  1840,  in  the  State  of  Nc.v  York; 
VH.  Harvey,  b.  Y^h.  21,  1774;  VIIL  Clarissa,  d.  Aug.  26,  1776  ;  iX. 
Clarinda;  X.  Isaac.  The  laat  three  wei'e  b.  April  18,  1773;  XL 
Susa,  b.  Feb.  14,  1784. 

22.  Capt.  Isaac,  son  of  Isaac,  (12.)  He  m.  Mary,  dau.  of  Josiah 
Brocket  of  Wallingford,  Feb.  13,  1755,  and  d.  April  15,  1826,  aged  90. 
His  v.ife  d.  Aug.  1,  1816.  Ch.  :  L  Eunice,  b.  Dec.  4, 1755,  d.  in  1775; 
IL  Mary,  b.  Sept.  15, 1757,  m,  Eblem  Hill,  -uv-posed  to  be  living  in  Ash- 
tabula Co.,  Ohio,  at  this  tiine  ;  HI.  Laac,  b.  March  10,  1760,  (^ee  p. 
370  ;)  IV.  Labar.,  b.  Feb.  14,  1762,  d.  1801  ;  V.  Eihel  b.  July  22,  1765, 
(see  p.  374  ;)  VL  Chauncey,  b.  Dec.  31,  1767,  d.  1768  ;  VIL  Hannah  b. 
May,  1769,111.  Eli  Hine,  Oct.  30,  1792;  VIIL  Sarah,  b.  Mar-h  21, 
1  775;  JX.  Virtue,!),  !Mareh  22,  1778,  ra.  Nancy  Carrirgton,  d.  1815 
or  1816,  in  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y. 

23.  Eli,  son  of  Isaac,  (12,)  m.  Mehitable,  dau.  of  Capt.  Enos  At- 
water  of  AVailingford,  Mar.:h  4,  1773,  and  d.  Sept.  30,  1816.  Ci).  :  L 
Enos,  b.  March  31,  1774,  (see  p.  384.)  IL  Mehitable, b. Nov.  29,  1775,  d. 
1777  ;  HI.  Mehitable,  b.  May  7,  1778,  m.  Eli  Thompson;  IV.  Diailtha, 


b.  April  11,  17S0,  ra.  Amos  Ciirtiss  ;  V.  Capt.  Pbilo,  b.  May  15,  m. 
Chloe,  dau.  of  Major  Samuel  Bronson.  He  was  a  deacon,  a  iVe'jiieni 
representative  to  the  Legislature,  and  most  excellent  man,  and  d.  at 
Geneva,  N.  Y.,  Xov,  20,  1S55  ;  YI.  A  son,  b.  Oct.  31,  1784,  d.  yonng. 

24.  Dea.  Setit,  son  of  Isaac,  (12,)  m.  Cnloe,  dau.  of  George  Prirh- 
ard,  Xov.  27,  1770,  and  d.  Oct.  11,  1828.    Ilis  wid.  d.  Jan.  10,  1805. 

Ch. :  I.  Anna,  b.  Jan.  19, 1773,  m.  Kelsey  of  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y. ; 

II.  Chloe,  b.  Dec.  28,  1777,  m.  David  Tyler  of  Middlebury,  went  to  Put- 
land,  X.  Y.,  and  still  lives  ;  III.  Jonas,  b.  Sept,  25,  1779,  m.  Melin<]a 
Baldvrin,  is  deacon  of  a  Congregational  church,  and  now  lives  in  Eut- 
land,  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y. ;  lY.  Marcus,  b.  Sept.  8,  1781,  m.  Pebecca 
Thorap-on,  and  is  now  living  in  Middlebury  ;  Y,  Asa.  ('0 

25.  Titus,  son  of  Isaac,  (12,)  m.  Hannah,  dau.  of  Moses  Cook,  Feb. 
11,  1779.  Ch.  :  1.  Jairus,  b.  Dec.  9,  1779,  m.  Irene  Mallory  of  Y^ood- 
bury,  Jan.  11,  1804,  is  now  living  in  Talmadge,  Ohio.  Ch, :  Charles  C, 
Butler,  Zuria,  Bennet,  Maria,  Cornelia  and  Harriet.  IL  Horace,  b,  Ftb. 
15,  1782,  ra.  Charry  Thompson,  is  now  living  in  ^liddlebury.  Ch. : 
Alfred  IP,  Horace  C,  John  T.,  Eliza,  Mary,  Caroline,  Sarah  and  Josoidi. 
IIP  Augustus,  b.  June  24,  1784,  m.  Xancy  Bradley,  d.  in  Oliio,  1808  : 
lY.  Esther,  b.  Oct.  19,  178G.  m.  John  Hine,  is  a  widov/,  lives  in  New 
Haven.  Ch.:  Harriet  and  Mary.  Y.  Titus,  b.  Nov.  27,  1788,.  in.  S.iily 
Richardson,  d,  in  1853.  He  was  a  pioneer  settler  at  Ann  Arbor  and 
Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  and  Davenport,  Iowa,  d.  Jan,  1853,  -while  on  a  visit 
to  his  native  place,  Middlebury.  YP  Hannah,  b.  April  18,  1701,  d.  in 
1851.  YII.  Sally,  b.  Sept.  13,  1794,  m.  A.  Benham,  and  is  now  living  in 
Middlebury  ;  Ch. :  AYilliarn,  John,  Enos,  Sarah  and  Franklin.  YKP  Poon- 
ard,  b.  June  24,  1797,  m.  Xancy  Pichardson,  wid.  of  ^l.  Piatt.  Ch.  : 
Juha  Maria,  b.  Jan.  12,  1820,  d.  Sept,  1841,  Geo.  F.,  b.  Jan.  21,  1821, 
Catharine,  d.  young,  Isaac  P.,  b,  }Jay  22,  182G.  and  Edward  P, 

26.  David,  son  of  Pt.  Josiah,  (13,)  m.  Anna.  dau.  of  Daniel  Porter, 
March  1,  1772.  and  d.  July  23, 1799.  His  wid.  d.  Nov.  10,  1814.  Ch. : 
I.  Hannah,  b.  Nov.  10.  1774,  m.  E.' Stone;  IL  L)avid,  b.  Feb.  3,  1777  ; 
IIP  Anna,  b.  Nuv,  3,  1778,  m.  Zerah  Brown. 

27.  Doct.  Abel,  son  of  Lt.  -Josiah,  (13,)  m.  Lydia  Benham,  E>ec.  15, 
1708,  ^vho  d.  June  G,  1782.  He  ra.  2d,  Esther  Hawkins,  Oct.  24, 
1784,  and  d.  Aug.  2.  1805.  Ch. :  P  Sarah,  b.  June  2,  1^*71,  d.  young; 
IP  Abel,  b.  Oct.  1,1775;  IIL  A  son,  b.  Feb,  2, 178G,  d.  next  day  :  lY.  Lydia, 
b.^Ptrch  21,  17S7,  m.  Col.  E.  Judd;  Y.  Elvira,  b.  Aug.  1780,  m,  Joseph 
Hall  :  YL  Sarah,  b.  April  1,  1791,  m.  Eben  Abbott;  Yll.Juseph  PeiTv, 
b.  Sept.  25,  1704,  is  living  in  AYatertown  ;  YIIL  Homer,  b.  Man.-h  20, 
1700,  now  living  in  Egremont,  Mass. 
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28.  Reubex,  son  of  Lt.  Josiah,  (13,)  m.  Jemima,  dan.  of  Lt.  Samuol 
Porter,  Xov.  1,  ITVO.  Ch. :  L  Edmund,  b.  July,  17T2,  d.  1774;  II. 
Samuel,  b.  Sept.  1774. 

29.  Thaddeus,  son  of  Lt.  Josiah,  (13,)  m.  Abigail  ^YiImot,  Dec.  10, 
1772,  who  d.  May  25,  1793,  and  he  m.  2d,  Anne  liitchcock,  Jan.  5, 
1794,  and  d.  March  2,  1S25.  Ch. :  1.  Abigail,  b.  June  1,  1773,  m,  D. 
Prichard  ;  II.  Uri,  b.  May  30,  1778,  m.  Anna  Atwood,  Dec.  o,  1700  ;  III. 
Olive,  b.  March  17,  1779,  m.  David  Hovre :  IV.  Lucy,  b.  March  21, 17S1,  m. 
Amasa  Gaylord  ;  V.  Jerusha,  b.  May  21,  l7S4,  ra.  Sherman  Curtis  ;  VI. 
Jared,  b.  June  18, 1791,  livesin  Middiebury  ;  VIL  Ruth,  b.  May  17, 1793, 
m.  Stephen  At  wood  of  Woodbury. 

30.  Josiah,  son  of  Lt.  Josiah,  (13,)  m.  Tabitha,  dan.  of  Ezekiel  Tat- 
tle, Jan.  20,  1780.  Ch. :  L  Truman,  b.  Jan.  5,  1781,  d.  in  Ohio;  11. 
Alvin,  b.  May  19,  17S3,  (see  p.  450  ;)  IIL  Josiah,  b.  Sep.  19,  178G,  livcs  at 
Onondaga,  N.  V. ;  IV.  Edward,  b.  Sep.  1, 1789, resides  at  Cleveland,  Ohio  ; 
V.  Nancy,  b.  Feb.  27,  1793,  lives  at  Onondaga,  N.  Y. 

31.  Elijah,  son  of  Lt.  Josiah,  (13.)  ra.  Lois,  dau.  of  Stephen  Ban- 
nell  of  Wailingford,  March  10,  1778.  Ch. :  L  Giles,  b.  Feb.  13,  1780, 
d.  leaving  one  son  and  two  daus. :  II.  Irene,  b.  May  28,  1  782,  m.  Roswell 
Hull  of  Killingworth,  resides  there,  has  four  sons,  and  two  daus. ;  111. 
Sabra,  b.  March  9, 1784, m.  Jonathan  Blake  of  Winchester,  resides  there, 
has  one  son  and  two  daus. ;  IV.  Selali,  b.  Feb.  26,  1786,  d.  at  Oswego, 
N.  Y.,  had  one  son  and  one  dau.;  V.  Silas,  b.  Feb.  15,  1788,  resiJc^  io 
the  city  of  Xew  York.  His  father  (a  Middiebury  farmer)  liaving  a 
large  family,  it  became  necessary  for  the  children,  at  an  early  age,  to 
look  out  for  their  own  support.  Silas  had  only  a  limited  commun 
school  education,  and  for  four  years  followed  the  trade  of  a  carpenter 
and  joiner.  Xot  satisfied  with  his  future  prospects,  he  resolved  to  try 
his  fortune  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  where  he  followed  the  mercantile 
business  for  fifteen  years.  In  the  year  1830,  he  removed  to  the  city  of 
Nev>' York,  and  commenced  the  business  of  an  importing  and  jobbing 
dry  goods  merchant.  In  1835,  he  suffered  severely  from  the  memor- 
able fire  of  that  year.  But  by  great  energy  and  perseverance,  ho  soon 
overcame  his  losses.  As  his  business  increased,  his  health  becoming 
somewhat  impaired,  he  gave  up  his  dry  goods  business,  and  has  for  the 
last  few  years  devoted  himself  to  a  commission  business,  which  he  still 
continues.  He  is  unmarried.  VI.  Elijah,  b.  Jan.  1,  1  794,  resides  in 
Tenn.,  has  five  sons  and  two  daus.;  VII.  Amos,  b.  Nov.  23,  1705, 
resides  in  Tenn.,  has  one  son  and  one  dau. ;  VIII.  Polly,  b.  De'*.  3, 
1797,  m.  Henry  S.  Wheeler,  lives  in  Middiebury. 

32.  Roswell,  son  of  James,  (14.)  m.  Susanna,  dau.  of  V  il!::im 
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Adams,  Nov.  25,  1773.  Cb.:  1.  Benoni,  b.  Sept.  25,  1774,  d.  1777  ; 
II.  Roswell,  b.  Jan.  2G,  1777,  lives  in  Clinton,  X.  Y. ;  III.  Mille,  b.  i\'b. 
2,  1770,  d.  Aug.  1826;  IV.  Xancy,  m.  Stephen  Stone,  d.  1S2S  ;  V. 
Garry,  b.  1793,  m.  Maria  Richardson,  d.  in  18-11. 

33.  AsAiiEL,  Esq.,  son  of  James,  (14,)  lived  in  Middlebiiry,  m.  Esther, 
dau.  of  Stephen  Upson,  Feb.  12,  17S4,  d.  Apiil  22,  1850.  Ch. :  I. 
Sally,  b.  Dec.  1,  1784,  m.  Daniel  Tyler  of  Middlebury;  11.  William,  b. 
May  27,  1787,  m.  Almira  Tyler,  dau.  of  Roswell,  d.  Sept.  1856;  III 
James,  d.  June,  ISIG  ;  IV.  Doct.  Tracy,  li\  es  in  Xewton,  Ohio;  V.  and 
VI.  Almy  and  Amy  ;  Almy  m.  Lyman  Camp  of  ^Jiddlebury,  Amy  d. 
young  ;  VII.  and  VIII.  Asahel  and  Esther,  b.  ISOO  ;  Asahel  d.  young, 
Esther  d.  1826. 

34.  Jesse,  son  of  James,  (14,)  m,  Esther,  dau.  of  Nathan  Osborn  of 
AVoodbury,  Sept.  30,  1784.  Ch. :  I.  Benoni,  b.  March  1,  1786;  IL 
Marshal,!).  Nov.  22.  1787;  IIL  Alvari,  (dau.)  b.  Aug.  30,  1780;  IV, 
Leman,  b.  Jan.  15,  1702. 

35.  Capt.  Amos,  son  of  John,  (15,)  m.  xVnna,  dau.  of  Jacob  Blakeslee, 
June  3,  1751,  and  settled  on  the  homestead  at  Jerico,  which  was  given 
him  by  his  father  in  1759.  He  was  a  prominent  man  in  Xortlibiiry, 
now  Plymouth,  and  d.  Sept.  2,  1819.  Cb. :  I.  Lucy,  b.  Nov.  1,  1752, 
m.  Isaac  Barnes,  d.  at  Camden,  X.  Y. ;  IL  Phebe,  b.  March  30,  1754.  m. 

1st,  Seymour,  2d,  Stephen  Sanford,  and  d.  at  Medina,  Ohio,  in  1835  ; 

IIL  Tamer,  b.  Feb.  1,  1756,  d.  1757;  IV,  Zerah,  b.  Jan.  22,  1758,,  m. 
Aaron  Welton,  and  d.  at  Medina,  Ohio,  in  1836  ;  V.  Sylvia,  b.  Fel-.  3, 
1760,  d.  April,  1776  ;  VL  Tillotson,  b.  Jan.  8,  1762,  (see  p.  376  ;)  VIL 
Xoah,  b.  Aug.  6,  1764,  d.  1766  ;  VIIL  Xoah  M.,  b.  July  15,  1767,  m. 
Betsey  Ives  of  Plymouth,  lives  at  Medina,  Ohio,  to  which  place  he  re- 
moved in  1815,  and  became  one  of  the  original  settlers  and  proprietors. 
He  has  been  a  judge  of  one  of  the  Ohio  courts.  IX.  Amos,  b.  Se}.•^  3, 
1760,  m.  Hannah  Thomas,  d.  at  Springville.  Pa.,  in  1825;  X.  Anna,  b. 
Jan.  20,  17  73,  ra.  Joseph  Chatfield  Alcox  of  AVolcott  ;  XL  Sarah,  b. 
Xov.  3,  1774,  m.  1st,  Solomon  Barker,  2*1,  Darius  Orton,  and  3d,  Wm. 
Wiatt,  and  d.  at  ^Medina,  Ohio,  Sept.  18,  1855;  XIL  Sylvia,  b.  Xov. 
22,  1776,  m.  Mciiad  Aicox  of  Wolcott. 

36.  Seba,  son  of  Joseph,  (16,)  m.  Mary,  dau.  of  Abraham  Ilickox, 
July  5,  1764.  They  both  d.  in  Ohio,  in  1816.  Ch  :  L  Levi,  b.  July 
24,  1765,  m.  Sarah  Prindle,  ^Lry  23,  1783,  and  had  ten  ch. ;  IL  Oiive> 
b.  July  3,  1766  ;  ILL  Ager,  b.  Jan.  1,  1768,  m.  Clarissa,  dau.  of  MichaLd 
Bronson,  d.  Dec.  11,  1825;  IV.  .Ioseph,b.  June  3,  1769;  V.  Anna,  b. 
Feb.  5,  1771  ;  VI.  Seba,  b.  Sept.  26,  1772  ;  VIL  Herman,  b.  Dec.  IS, 
1774;  VIU.  Thomas  G.,  b.  April  19,1776;  LX.  Abraham,  b.  April 
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11,  1778;  X.  Mary,  b.  Marcli  13,  1780,  m.  Ard  AYelton ;  XT.  Behi, 
b.  April  3,  1782;  XII.— b.  1784  ;  XIII  and  XIV.  SouiLmayd  raid 
Daniel,  b.  Sept.  3,  1786.    Soiitbraayd  d.  April  23,  1814. 

37.  Maj.  Samuel,  son  of  Benjamin,  (17,)  m.  Temperance  Spencer, 
May  30,  1770,  who  d.  July  31,  1785,  and  Le  m.  Huldah  AYilliains, 
Dec.  1786,  and  d.  July  21,  1813.  Cb :  1.  Benjamin,  b.  Alarch  19, 
1777;  II.  Samuel,  b.  March  31,  1779;  III.  Chloe,  b.  Aug.  5,  1781, 
m.  Philo  Bronson ;  IV.  Temperance,  b.  r^Iarch  18,  1784;  V.  Isaac,  b. 
Aug.  18,  1787,  d.  1787;  VL  Sally,  b.  Oct.  14,  1791,  d.  1798  ;  VII. 
I^aac,  b.  Sept.  11,  1793  ;  VIIL  AVilliam,  b.  June  27,  1795,  d.  1795; 
IX.  John,  b.  Dec.  29,  1796;  X .  Ezra  B.,  b.  Oct.  19,  lS01,d.  1805. 

38.  Lt.  Michael,  son  of  Capt.  Ezra,  (18,)  m.  Eunice,  dau.  of  Ju.-cph 
Xichols,  July  5,  1776,  and  d.  July  25,  1822.  His  \vidosv  d.  1S41. 
Ch  :  1.  Clarissa,  b.Sept.  30,1770,  m.  A.  Bronson;  IL  Horatio  Gal.s, 
b.  Oct.  2,  1777,  d.  Oct.  23,  1825  ;  III.  Hannah,  b.  Feb.  12,  1780,  m, 
Joel  Scott;  IV,  Ezra,  b.  Dec.  6,  1783. 

39.  ^Iax-vK,  son  of  Capt.  Ezra,  (18,)  m.  Esther,  dau.  of  Joseph  Hnp- 
kins,  Sept.  16,  1784,  and  d.  1797.  His  widow  d.  Jan.  19,  1814.  Ch  : 
I.  Henry,  b.  Aug.  4,  1787  ;  Xancy,  b.  June  21,  1789,  m.  Cyrus  Clark, 
Em|.  ;  HI.  a  <lau.,  b.  1792.  d.  young;  IV,  Esther,  b.  Jan.  28,  1794,  d. 
1795  ;  V.  Edward. 

40.  Deacon  Stephen,  son  of  Tliomas,  Esq..  (19,)  m.  Sarah,  dau.  of 
Caleb  Ilummaston,  :ilay  17,  1764,  and  d.  Dec.  15,  1809.  His  wiJow 
Sarah  d.  July  27,  1822.  Ch  :  L  Mercy,  b,  Dec.  17,  1764,  ra.  J<>lin 
King-^bury,  Xov.  6,  1794,  and  d.  March  21,  1813  ;  IL  Jesse,  b.  Jun-  9, 
1760,  d.  Feb.  4,  1783,  unmarried  ;  III.  John,  b.  xVug.  14,  17GS,  u.  Jan. 
22,  1782  ;  IV.  Susanna,  b.  Dec.  20,  1770,  d.  Oct.  21,  1773  ;  V.  C^)n- 
t^'ut  Humraaston,  b.  May  14,,  1773,  d.  March  28,  1806,  unmarrie  1  : 
VI.  Bennet,  b.  Xov.  U,  1775,  d.  Dec.  11,  1850.  (See  p.  379.)  VII.  Su- 
s  inna,  b.  April  6,  1780,  m.  Joseph  Burton,  June  23,  1805,  d.  Jul}  14, 
1811. 

41.  Deacon  Daniel,  son  of  Thomas,  Esq.,  (19,)  m.  E~:ther,  dau.  rf 
Dea.  Andrew  Bronson,  July  19,  1  770.  She  d.  June  24,  m9,  and  liC 
d.  Xov.  2,  1824.  Ch:  I.  Leva,  b.  March  25,  1  771,  d.  1775  ;  IL  X-  ^lu 
b.Sept.  9,  1773,  m.  Iluldah,  dau.  of  Jacob  Sperry,  Dec.  28,1:9". 
Shed.  1829.  He  m.  2d,  Chloe,  dau.  of  AVard  Peck;  IIL  Asa,  b. 
Xe.v.  8,  1775,  drowned  in   1780;  IV.  Leva,  b.  April  19,  17  78,  .1.  in 

.  180O  ;  V.  Balinda,  b.  May  21.  1780,  d.  1798  ;  VL  and  VII.— b.  Xuv.  9, 
1782,  d.  tlie  same  day;  VIIL  Esther,  b.  April  25,  1784,  m.  V;-]\\.'.m 
Comes;  IX.  Orra,  b.  June  3,  1786,  m.  Philander  Porter,  and  d.  Ja:i. 
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11,  183G;  X.  Asa,  b.  Sept.  8,  1788,  ra.  Euth  Prindle  ;  XL  Andrew, 
b.  Dec.  14,  1791,  d.  1792. 

42.  Thomas,  son  of  Thomas,  Esq.,  (19,)  m.  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Capt. 
Samuel  Hickox,  Aug.  25,  1774.  His  wife  d.  March  15,  1813,  a!id  he 
died  the  next  day.  Ch :  I.  Molly,  b.  March  18,  1775,  m.  Daniel 
Hickox,  d.  March  24,1813;  II.  Sally,  b.  1777,  d.  in  1840;  III.  Eliza- 
beth, ra.  Titus  Foote  of  Watertown,  March  12,  1804,  d.  Oct.  8,  1841; 
IV,  Anne,  b.  1780,  m.  Btida  Hotchkiss,  d.  xVpril  18,  1840. 

43.  Joseph,  son  of  Ebenezer,  (21,)  m.  Sarah,  dau.  of  Doct.  Preserved 
Porter,  Dec.  23,  1784,  and  d.  1851.  His  wife  d.  Sept.  1839.  Cii  :  1. 
Sarah  G.,  b.  July  21,  1785,  d.  1794;  11.  Nancy  F.,  b.  Aug.  13,  1787  ; 
IIL  Lavinia,  b.  Sept.  9,  1789;  IV.  Cloe,  b.  Jan.  28,  1791;  Y.  Pre- 
served P.,  b.  May  1,  1794. 

44.  Amasa,  son  of  Ebenezer,  (21,)  m.  Sarah,  dau,  of  Samuel  Frost, 
Jr.,  March  31,  1788.  Ch :  1.  Lucina,  b.  Dec.  21,  1789  ;  IL  Billy,  b. 
Nov.  14,  1791,  d.  1794  ;  IIL  Philomela,  b.  Jan.  21,  1794;  IV.  Billy 
A.,  b.  June  14,  1790  :  V.  Samuel  M.,  b.  Jan.  2,  1800;  VL  Julius  G., 
b.  Dee.  2!,  1801  ;  A^IL  Sarah,  b.  Feb.  22,  1805. 

45.  Ethel,  son  of  Capt.  Isaac,  (22,)  m.  Hepzibah,  dan.  of  Jc'^eph 
Hopkins,  Esq.,  Dec.  30,  1787.  (See  p.  374.)  Ch  :  I.  and  II.  twins  b. 
Sept.  1  1,  1790,  d.  same  day ;  IIL  Alfred,  b.  Oct.  13,  1791,  d.  1792; 
IV.  Erastus,  b.  Feb.  18,  1793;  V.Betsey,  b.  May  6,  1795;  VL  Em- 
ma, b.  Sept.  7,  1797  ;  VIL  Isaac,  b.  Aug.  19,  1800,  d.  Dec.  31, 
18  00;  VHL  Isaac  H.  (See  p.  375.) 

46.  Benxet,  son  of  Stephen,  (40.)  ra.  Anne,  dau.  of  Richard  Suiith, 
of  Roxbury,  May  11,  1801.  She  d.  March  4,  1819,  and  he  m.  2d, 
Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Dea.  Benjamin  Maltby,  of  Branford,  ^lay,  1820.  She 
d.  June  12,  1840,  and  he  m.  3d,  Nancy,  dau.  of  Jacob  Dagget,  of  N<iW 
Haven,  May  27,  1841.  He,  Bennet,  d.  Dec.  11,  1850.  (See  p.  379.) 
Ch:  L  George,  b.  Feb.  27,  1802,  d.  July  21,  1822;  IL  Henry,  b. 
Jan.  30,  1804,  ra.  June  3,  1831,  Sarah  Miles,  dau.  of  Samuel  Lathrop, 
and  graud-dau.  of  Joseph  Lathrop,  D.  D.,  of  West  Springfield,  Mu.-s.  ; 
HI.  Jesse,  b.  Feb.  8,  1806,  d.  April  14,  1831,  unmarried.  He  was  a 
physician  in  North  Haven;  IV.  Thomas,  b.  June  4,  1808,  d.  April 
20^1851;  y.  Elizabeth  Anne,  b,  March  3,  1812,  d.  April  6,  1845, 
unmarried;  VL  Susanna,  b.  Feb.  20,  1814,  d.  Aug.  12,  1814;  VIL 
Harriet  Maria,  b.  Sept.  13,  1315,  m.  Dec.  8,  1841,  Zina  K.  Murdock, 
of  Madison,  now  of  ^[eriden ;  VII.  Rebecca  Tainter,  b.  Feb.  10,  1822, 
m.  Duuirlas  F.  Maltby,  and  d.  Aug.  8,  1845;  VIIL  Susan,  b.  Jan. 
19,  1824. 
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BROWN. 

1.  Fraxcis  Brown  m.  Mary  Edwards  in  England,  came  to  tliis  coun- 
try, and  settled  in  New  ITavGn.  He  was  one  of  the  company  who  came 
to  New  Haven  in  advance  of  the  Colony,  and  spent  the  winter  of  163  7 
and  1638  in  a  hut  located  on  what  is  now  the  corner  of  Church  and 
George  streets.  He  signed  the  Colony  Constitution  in  1639.  Ch.  : 
Lydia,  John,  Eleazer,  Samuel  and  Ebenezer. 

2.  Samuel,  son  of  Francis,  (1,)  m.  Mercy  Tuttle,  May  2,  1GC7.  Ch. : 
1.  Abigail,  b.  March,  11,  1669,  d.  young;  IL  Sarai,  b.  Aug.  8.  1672  ;  III. 
llachel,  b.  April  14,  1677;  lY.  Francis,  b.  Oct.  7,  1679;  Y.  Gideon,  b. 
July  12,  1685;  YI.  Samuel,  b.  Oct.  20,  1699. 

3.  Francis,  son  of  Samuel,  (2,)  m.  Hannah  Ailing.  April  11, 1705.  Ch. : 
I.John,  b.  May  U,  1706  ;  II.  Samuel,  b.  Oct.  6,  1708 ;  III.  Mehitahel,  b. 
April  9, 1711  ;  lY.  Stephen,  b.  Aug.  10,  1713  ;  Y.Timothy,  b.  April  10, 
1716. 

4.  Stepuen,  son  of  Francis,  (3.)  m.  Mabel  Bradley,Sept.  27, 1739.  Ch. : 
I.  Hannah,  b.  Feb.  26,  1740-41  ;  II.  Mabel,  b.  May  26,  1743  ;  HI.  Syhil, 
b.  Dec.  28,  1745  ;  lY.  Stephen,  b.  Jan.  15,  1750-51  ;  Y.  Olive,  b.  May 
28, 1756  ;  YI.  Eebekah,  b.  May  30,  1757  ;  YII.  Phebe,  b.  July  8,  1750. 

5.  Stephen,  son  of  Stephen,  (4,)  settled  at  Y'indsor,  m.  Eunice  Loomis, 
Nov.1775.  Ch.:  1.  James,  b.  Dec.  2, 1 776  ;  II.  Stephen,  b.  April  30, 177S, 
m.  Ruth  M.  Loomis,  d.  in  Bloomlield,  Jan.  27,  1842  ;  III.  Bradley,  b.  Dec. 
13,  1679,  d.  Sept.  16,  1345,  in  Champion,  N.  Y. ;  lY.  Eunice,  b.  Jan. 
29,  1781,  m.  John  Robinson,  and  d.  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  1846  :  V. 
Garah,  b.  Jan.  27,  1782,  m.  N.  Parsons  of  Charlemont,  Mass.;  YI.  .Mar- 
tha, b.  Dec.  23,1784,  m.  Ichabod  Loomis,  is  living  in  Cheshire,  ^la^s. ; 
YIL  Rebecca,  b.  Dec.  1786,  is  living  in  Bloomfield,  Conn. ;  YHL  A  son,  b. 
Feb.  11,  1780,  d.  in  infancy  ;  IX.  A  son,  b,  April,  1  700,  d.  in  infancy  ;  X. 
Jesse,  b.  May  17,  1791,  now  living  in  Paulding  Co.,'Ohio ;  XI.  M'ilicda,  b. 
Feb.  14, 1795,  m.  Wm.P.Briggs,  d.  in  Richmond,  A't.,  March  15,  18^0  : 
XIL  Oliver,  b.Dec.  23,  179S,  now  living  in  Y'aterbury  ;  XIH.  Mi^bel  P., 
(by  second  ^vife,)  b.  Feb.  12,  1812,  resides  in  Granby,  ^[ass. 

6.  Coi.  James,  (see  p.  387,)  son  of  Stephen,  (5,)  settled  in  AYaterb-iry 
about  1708,  m.  Levinia  Welton,  and  d.  Jrdy  24,  1848.  Ch. :  I.  Phiio,  b. 
Jan,  26.  1803  ;  IL  William,  b.  June  16,  1804  :  IIL  Mary  Ann,  d.  in 
infancy  ;  lY.  Augustus,  b.  Aug.  20,  1811  ;  Y.  James,  b.  July  2,  1815. 

7.  Oliver,  son  of  Stephen,  (5,)  m.  Lucy  Hicks  of  Cheshire,  Ma>s., 
Oct.  20,  1824,  and  located  in  Pittsfield,  Mass.  In  May,  1836,  he  re- 
moved to  ^Yaterbury.  Ch. :  I.  Henrv,  b.  Nov.  5,  1825,  d.  in  intVi'.cy  ; 
IL  Oliver  J.,  b.  Aug.  9,  1827,  ra.  Emily  Latimer  of  Simsbury  ;  HI. 
Lucy  J.,  b-  June  2,  1830. 
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8.  Philo,  son  of  James,  (6,)  m.  Esther,  dan.  of  Giles  Ives.  Cb. : 
1.  William  Henrf,  b.  April  6,  1827,  m.  Ellen  xV.  Ives  of  Hartford  ;  IL 
Cornelia  A,,  b.  April  10,  18  34,  m.  Theodore  S.  Buel. 

9.  "William,  son  of  James,  (6.)  m.  Sarah  S.,  dan.  of  Judge  Kin;rs- 
buiy,  who  d.  May  30,  1840,  and  he  m.  2d,  Kachel  Vienna,  dau.  of  Asa 
Fenn  of  Middlebury,  ^larch  25,  1844.  Ch. :  I  Marcia  Bronson,  b.  July 
31,  1832,  d.  Dec.  14,  1851 ;  II.  Robert  K.,  b.  Dec.  0,  1833,  m.Elizabe-h 
N.  Middlebrook  of  Bridgeport;  III.  Eliza  Jane,  b.  April  1,  1836  ;  IV. 
A  son  and  a  dau.,  b.  May  1,  1840,  d.  in  infancy;  V.  Frederick  James,  b. 
vSept.  30,  1855. 

10.  Augustus,  son  of  James,  (0,)  m.  Frances  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Jostph 
Burton.  She  d.  April  10,  1851,  and  he  in.  Sophia,  dau.  of  Jacob  De 
Groff  of  Poughkeepsie,  N,  Y.,  Jan.  22,  1856.  Ch. :  L  Charles  Augus- 
tus, b.  Jan.  11,  1845  ;  IL  Francis  Elizabeth,  b.  March  23,  1848. 

11.  James,  son  of  James,  (6,)  m.  Charlotte  E.,  dau.  of  Oliver  Todd, 
of  Plymouth.  Ch.  :  I.  Frances  Augusta,  b.  April  1,  1836,  d.  Jan.  10, 
1837  ;  ir.  Sarah  Josephine,  b.  Sept.  30,  1839  ;  III.  Rosa  Elizabetli,  b. 
Nov.  25,  1849. 

BUCKINGHAM. 

1.  Thomas  Buckingham  came  from  England  to  Boston  vvdth  Da- 
venport, Eaton  and  Peter  Prudden,  June  20,  1637.  In  April,  1633,  he- 
went  to  New  Haven,  and  thence  to  Milford  in  Nov.  1639.  Binmau 
says  that  he,  Thomas,  was  a  Vv  eichman,  and  that  he  died  in  Bostor, 
in  1657,  while  there  on  business.    He.  m.  first,  Hannah,  and  second, 

Am.    His  children  were,  1.  Hannah,  b.  1632,  m.    Welch;  II. 

Daniel,  b.  1636,  m.  Ist,  Sarah  Fowler,  2d,  Mrs.  Alice  Newton,  He 
was  a  sergeant  of  militia,  also  an  elder  of  the  church  at  Milford.  He 
d.  May  2,  1711.  His  ch.  were  Daniel,  Mary,  Thomas,  John,  Gideon, 
Josiah,  and  perhaps  others;  HI.  Samuel,  bap.  June  13,  1641,  m.  Sa- 
rah Baldwin,  D',:c.  14,  1663.  (See  paragraph  2,  and  onward,  tbr  his 
descendants.)  IV.  Mary,  bap.  March  27,  1643  ;  V.  Rev.  Thomns, 
bap.  in  1646.  AVhere  he  was  educated,  is  not  known.  He  was  a: 
WeihersiiHld  and  Hartford,  as  early  as  1664,  and  continued  some 
time  at  Hartford,  where  he  m.  Esther,  dau.  of  Thomas  Ilosmer,  Sept. 
20,  1666.  He  received  a  call  from  Saybrook,  where  he  was  or- 
dained in  1670,  and  continued  to  preach  until  his  deaih,  which  oc- 
curred April  1,  1709.  He  was  a  fellow  of  Yale  College.  He  held  a 
hi<dit  rardc  amon^j  the  cleri^v  of  his  time,  and  the  strict  Puritans  of 
the  Colony,  and  was  one  of  their  leaders. 
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2.  Samuel,  son  of  Thomas,  (1,)  m.  Sarah  Baldwin,  Dec.  14,  100-1. 
He  resided  at  Milford,  ^vhere  he  d.  April  9,  ITOO.  He  had  the  {<A- 
lovving  ch.  :  I.  Surah,  b.  Jan.  8,  16G-i,  m.  Barnabas  Baldwin  ;  II.  Marv, 
b.  Oct.  3,  1660,  d.  in  childhood;  III.  Samuel,  b.  Oct.  7,  1007,  d.' 
Feb.  21,  1668;  IV.  Samuel,  b.  Xov.  1,  1603  ;  V.  Hannah,  b.  Mmxh 

24,  1670-71;  VI.   Tiiomas,  b.  June   25,  1072,  m.  Mary-  ,  d. 

about  1703  ;  VIL  Ann,  b.  June  17,  1674  ;  YIIL  Mary,  b.  March  13, 
1676;  IX.  Hester,  b.  May  4,  1077,  m.  Richard  Piatt.' 

3.  Samuel,  son  of  Samuel,  (2,)  m.    Sarah   ,  and  d.    Oct.  29, 

1708.  Ch  :  I.  Thomas,  b.  about  1099,  ra.  Mary  Woodrutf,  Jan.  9, 
1723;  II.  Xathaniel,  b.  about  1701,  m.  Sarah  Smith,  May  30,  1728; 

III.  Mary,  b.  about  1703. 

4.  Thomas,  son  of  Samuel,  (3,)  ra.  Mary  Woodruff,  Jan.  9,  1723. 
She  came  to  Westbury,  now  AVatertowm,  with  her  son  Thomas,  ^\n^\ 
d.  1790.  Their  ch.  were  as  follows:  I.  Mary,  b.  Sept.  16,  1724,  m. 
Gideon  Piatt,  Feb.  28,  1756  ;  II.  Samuel,  b.  Jan.  29,  1725-0,  d. 
July  16,  1720  ;  III.  Thomas,  b.  May  19,  1727,  settled  in  AVaterbury ; 

IV.  Epinetus,  bap,  Jan.  10,  1731,  d.  unmarried  ;  V.  Hannah,  bap. 
Aug.  13,  1733,  m.  Abner  Gunn,  of  Xew  Milford;  VI.  Benjamin, 
bap.  Jan.  2,  1736-7,  settled  in  Xew  Milford  about  1760, 

5.  Thomas,  son  of  Thomas,  (4,)  m.  Sarah  Treat,  removed  in  1772 
from  Milford  to  Waterbury,  the  southwestern  part  of  what  is  now- 
called  Watertown,  and  d.  Jan.  27,  1796.  His  widow  Sarah,  d.  Jan. 
11,  1802.  Ch.  :  I.  Sarah,  m.  Gamaliel  Clark;  11.  Jean,  m.  Bichard 
Bryan;  III.  Baac,  d.  young;  IV.   Epenetus,  m.  Ann  AVeU<>n  :  \'. 

Mary,  m.  1st,  Eli  Hickox,  2d,  Bradley,  and  d.  Sept.  7,  1837  :  VL 

David,  b.  March  14,  1700;  VIL  Dan,  m.  Philena  Garnsey.  Mary 
and  David  remained  in  Watertown  ;  the  others  removed  to  the  State 
of  Xew  York. 

6..  David,  son  of  Thomas,  (5.)  m.  Chloe,  dau.  of  John  ^lerril, 
March  14,  1785,  and  cL  Feb.  6,  1832,  She  d.  Dec.  18,  1841.  Ch  : 
L  John,  b.  Oct.  17,  1786;  II.  Sarah,  b.  Feb.  16,  1790,  m.  "^Vniiam 
II.  Merriman,  son  of  Charles  Merriman,^  of  Watertown  ;  III.  Chloe, 


*  lie,  Charle?,  was  son  of  Araasa  and  Sarah  Merriman,  of  ^Ya^in;:ford,  and  was  horn  An.'. 
2  »,  17(i2.  lie  enii.str-d  into  the  army  of  the  Revo'ution  as  a  ilrummer,  in  1776, — btrcaiue  di  uii:- 
major,  and  served  t'lroueh  the  war.  He  ra.  May  1<3.  17;4,  Anna  Punderson,  of  New  Havt  i^, 
and  ^ttLled  in  Watertown,  where  he  curamenced  t\ie  business  of  tailor,  wliich  )i<:  ^vHs  con:- 
pelled  to  relinquish  in  consequence  of  ill  health  .\fter  having  ridden  post  "from  New  !i.'ivcn 
to  Suflield,  four  years,  and  made  a  voya^'e  to  the  West  Indie?,  he  commenced  the  mer'Mi'i'e 
Ka-iness  in  Watertown,  in  which  he  continued  uniil  IS'2'J.  He  liad  a  genial  nature,  n:  d  wr>3 
distinguished  for  decision  of  character  and  stern  integrity.  His  death  occurred  Aa:r.  -•>, 
IS'Jy,    His  wife  survived  hlru,  and  d.  at  Watertown,  April  1,  IS44,  ajXed  SO.    Their  cii.  were  ;  I. 
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b.  Dec.  13,  179S,  m.  Thomas  B.  llickox  in  ISIS,  and  removed  . 
Ohio  in  1837.  Ch  :  Mary,  (d.  1852,)  Daniel,  Jvhu  B.  and  Elizabeth. 
IV.  David,  b.  May  28,  ISOl,  m.  Emeline,  dau.  of  Caleb  llickox,  in 
1823,  who  d.  April  11,  1835.  lie  d.  Dec.  18,  1842,  leavino-  a  dau. 
Chloe  E.,  b.  Aug.  29,  1827,  whom.  Mo>es  S.  Beach  of  X.  Y.,  Sept. 
2,  1845  ;  V.  George,  b.  Oct.  2,  1807,  m.  Betsey,  dau.  of  Levi  Merriam, 
May  13,  1834,  and  removed  to  Ohio.    Ch:  George  E.,  Mary  and  Sarah. 

7.  John,  son  of  David,  (6,)  m.  Bet.^ey,  dau.  of  .James  Scovill,  Sept. 
10,  1809,  and  resi.les  in  AVaterbury.  His  ch.  are:  I.  Scovill  M.,  b. 
Aug.  10,  1811,  m.  Charlotte  Ann,  dau.  of  Aaron  IJenedict,  ^[ay  18, 
1835,  and  has  a  son,  John  A.,  b.  April  1,  1839  ;  II.  Mary,  b.  May  17, 
1815,  m.  Abram,  son  of  Djct.  Ambrose  Ives,  Feb.  25,  1839;  has  a 
dau.  Sarah  C,  b.  March  16,  1840. 

CASTLE. 

1.  Henry  Castle  emigrated  from  Stratford  to  Woodburv  witli  the 
early  settlers  of  the  last  named  place,  and  d.  in  1698.  His  desv;end. 
ants  are  somewhat  numerous  at  Wuodlvjry,  Roxbury,  Waterburv  atid 
vicinity.  The  Fir>t  church  records  of  Woodbury  shou-  thcit  lie  h:!<l  rhe 
following  ch. :  L  Henry  ;  II.  Sasmiel ;  IH.  Isaac  ;  IV.  Abigail  ;  V.  }d;iry ; 
VL  ^Mercy;  all  bap.  at  Vroo-lbury  by  Rev.  Zecheriah  AValker,  S(^pt. 
1686;  VH.  William,  bnp.  1688. 

2.  Henry,  son  of  Henry,  (1,)  was  a  leading  man  in  that  part  of 
Woodbnrv  (Roxbury  soc.)  where  he  resided.  He  had  three  S(,n;s  nnd 
three  dnu^hters,    (See  Coilnvn's  V/oo'lbury,  p.  528.) 

3.  Samuel,  son  of  Henry,  (1,)  m.  and  liad  a  dau.  bap.  at  Woodburr 
in  1693. 

4.  Isaac,  son  of  Ht-nry,  (1,)  live<l  in  Woodbury,  and  had  :  I.  I-aac, 
bap.  Auc!;.  9,  1707,  settled  in  Waterbury  ;  11.  Samuel,  bar).  Aug.  9. 
1707  ;  Ili.  Sarah,  bap.  Mareh,  1708;  IV.  Daniel  bap.  Oct.  1717;  V. 
Israel,  b.  April  18,  1722. 


Charlei  P.,  d.  1794  ;  XL  liitsey,  m.  Doct.  Samuel  FOlton,  a  well  kao^vn  phy-i';iin  of  VVari-rtouTi. 
She  is  Hvinj:,  a.'ed  aV/out  T'l ;  111.  William  H.,  b.  S-.^pt.  "20,  ITiS.  Jit- ai.  Sarah  BackinL-!iam, 
abov-e,  and  settled  la  Watertown — was  an  enterpriiing  merchant — removed  to  WaterDury, 
where  he  now  reside'.-?.  Ch  :  Cliarles  B.,  b.  Oct,  0,  IS  iO,  m.  Marr/aret,  dau.  of  Doct.  Edn-ard 
Field,  and  lives  in  Waterbury;  Sa.rah  A.,  b.  S'jpt.  27,  lill,  m.  lit,  Thoina"?  C.  Morton,  and  '2d, 
Jan;e^  M.  L.  Scovill  ;  J'jseph  P.,  b.  Sept.  24,  ]8Io,  m.  Julia,  dau.  of  Hawkins  Judd  ;  David,  b. 

d.  Is-li;  H;nry,  b.  March  25,  1S20  ;  IV.  Nancy,  b.  17'.'2.  d.  y-c.in'/ :  V.  Nancy,  b.  Oct. 
S,  17-.>>,  m.  Ht,  Ei>vard  E.  Port?r.  2d,  Rev.  Dr.  nolcorr.b,  Oct.  2-,  1^27:  VI.  Charles  P.,  b.  Au^. 
7,  ITOS, — became  a  merchant,  removed  to  Savannali,  Geo.,  and  d.  tliere,  July  10,  l-o-"  :  ^'H. 
Anna,  b.  July  7,  1- )1,  m.  Ed-.vard  Hickox.  and  d.  An?.  19,  lS-'2  ;  VHI.  Frederick,  h.  Aug. 
7,  150.7,  ai3'>  a  merchant;  renicved  to  Georj:!a,  nnd  d.  in  Alabama,  Xov.  1,  1t3G  ;  IX  vVilliain 
Pundersorj,  b.  Sept.  'i,  IS'i5,  alio  a  merchant  ;  removed  to  Au^'usta,  Ceo.,  and  d.  Sejit.  i,  iSiy  ; 
X,  Gcor.are  F.,  b.  Aug.  .o,  iS'jg,  m.,  has  a  family  and  is  living  in  WuteitOivn. 
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6.  William,  son  of  ITenry,  (1,)  lived  in  AVoodbury,  and  Ids  eli.  ^vel•e  : 
X.  Ann,  bap.  Jan.  1,  17-21  ;  II.  Ruth,  bap.  June  2,  172-3;  III.  John,  bap. 
May  29,  1729  ;  IV.  Mercy,  bap.  May,  1727  ;  V.  Sttb,  bap.  Juno,  1  729  ; 
VL  Phineas,  settled  in  Waterbiiry;  VII.  Tabiatha,  bap.  Oct.  U,  1733. 

6.  Isaac,  son  of  Isaac,  (4.)  settled  in  Wateibiiry  and  m.  Taplier,  dan. 
of  John  AVarner,  Jan.  21,  1723.  She  d.  July  20,  1740,  and  he  m.  Dec. 
21,  1740,  Lydia,  dan.  of  Richard  Scott  of  "  Sunder  Land."  His  ch. 
were:  I.  Asahel,  b.  Aug.  28,1725;  II.  Sarah,  b.  Nov.  5,  1727;  III. 
Mary,  b.  Oct.  25,  1730,ra.  Wm.  Judd  in  1752,  and  d.  in  1777  ;  IV.  Lydia, 
b.  Feb.  25,  1735  ;  V.  Abisha,  b.  Jan.  20,  1733  ;  VL  Tapher,  b.  Oct.  3, 
1741 ;  VIL  Elizabeth,  b.  April  20,  1743  ;  VIIL  Laac,  b.  Feb.  5,  1745,  d. 
1760;  IX.  Mehitable,  b.  Sept.  5,  1747;  X.  Richard,  b.  Dec.  5,  1749  ; 
XL  Daniel,  b.  Feb.  16,  1752;  XIL  Aniasa,  b.  April  6,  1755;  XIIL 
Jedediah,  b.  July  2,  1757, 

7.  Capt.  Phineas,  son  of  "Williarc,  (5,)  was  b.  at  Woodbury,  March 
25,  1731,  and  bap.  ^lay  2,  1731.  He  m.  Mary  Dickerman  of  Hara- 
den,  vvho  was  b.  Sept.  2,  1743.  He  settled  in  Wateibury,  vras  captain 
in  the  French  and  Indian  war,  and  also  served  in  the  Revolution.  He 
d.  Sept.  25,  1815,  and  his  wid.  Mary,  d.  Dec.  20,  1817.  Ch. :  1.  M^hit- 
able,  b.  Jan.  24,  17 OS,  in.  Ashbel  L'pson  and  settled  inVr'olcott;  IL 
Mary,  b.  Feb.  24,  1770,  m.  Woodward  Hotchkiss  and  settled  in  Pros- 
pect, (see  Hotchkiss  family;)  III.  Tabiatha,  b.  March  19,  17T2,  m.  

Barrett,  settled  in  Berlin,  lost  her  husband  and  m.  Frederick  Hotchkiss 
of  Prospect  and  d.  in  1850;  IV.  Rhoda,  b.  April  3,1774,  m.  Eb..r 
Smith  of  Burlington,  and  d.  Sept.  1,  1805;  V.  Phineas,  b.  April  25. 
1776,  m.  Olivia  Deane  and  settled  in  Camden,  X.  Y. ;  VL  E>ther,  b. 
April  24,  1778,  m.  James  Alcott  and  settled  in  AVolcott ;  VII.  Setii.  b. 
June  12,  1780,  )n.  Olive  Stephens,  settled  in  Salina,  N.  Y. ;  Wll. 
Chloe,  b.  June  3d,  1782,  d.  1807  ;  IX.  Samuel  D.,  b.  Xov.  3,  1784,  m. 
Sarah  Brockett,  removed  to  Camden,  X.  A\ ;  X.  Sally,  b.  Aug.  15, 
17S8,  m.  — —  Thompson,  and  soon  after  died.  All  of  this  family  l-.d\ 
or  have  children,  except  Chioe,  and  most  of  them  large  families.  Afany 
of  tliem  lived  to  great  age. 

8.  Asahel,  son  of  Isaac,  (6,)  m.  L^^^borah,  dau.  of  Gideon  Allen, 
May  22,  1745,  and  had  :  L  Tapher,  b.  Feb.  24,  1746  ;  IL  Levi,  b.  Oct. 
23,  1747  ;  IH.  Joel,  b.  Dec.  30,  1751  ;  IV.  Simeon,  b.  May  18,  1753; 
V.  John,  b.  April  24,  1755. 

9.  Abisha,  son  of  Isaac,  (0,)  ra,  Aliriam,  dau.  of  Ebenezer  Bradley, 
March  14,  1760.  Ch. :  L  Bradley,  b.  Dec.  5,  1761,  d.  1777  ;  IL  A-Iier, 
b.  May  10,  1763;  IlL  Sarah,  b.  April  20,  1765;  IV.  Philo,  b.  Feb.  16, 
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1768  ;  V.  Molly,  b.  July  16,  l/TO  ;  VL  Rosanna,  b.  July  11,  177.5  ; 
YII.  Samuel,  b.  April  '24,  177  7. 

CLARK. 

1.  TnoMAS,*  son  of  William,  of  Northampton,  Mass.,  and  Lebanoi), 
Conn.,  m.  Sarab,  dau.  of  John  Strong  of  Windsor,  June  27,  1717,  and 
settled  in  Waterbury.  Sarah,  bis  wife,  d.  Sept.  10,  1749,  aged  about 
53,  and  he  m.  2d,  Mary,  wid.  of  Benjamin  Harrison,  July  30,  1700,  and 
d.  Nov.  12,  1764.  His  ch.  were,  1.  Mary,  b.  Oct.  31,  1718,  m.  ben- 
jamin Harrison,  Jr.;  II.  Timothy,  b.  March  22,  1720-1,  d.  Nov.  22, 
1727;  III.  Sarah,  b.  Dec.  13,  1723,  m.  Stephen  Upson;  IV,  Ilaa- 
nah,b.  Jan.  31,  172G~7  ;  V.  Ilepzibah,  b.  Oct.  17,  1729,  m.  Joseph  lion- 
kins;  VI.  Timothy,  b.  May  19,  1732  ;  VIL  Esther,  b.  June  22,  1735, 
m.  Phiupas  Porter  ;  VIII.  Thomas,  b.  Jan.  26,  1737-8;  IX.  David,  b. 
April  25,  1740. 

2.  TiMOTiir,  son  of  Thoma-,  (1,)  m.  Sarah,  dau.  of  Stephen  IJopkins, 
Dee.  4,  1756.  She  d.  Oct.  21,  1757,  and  he  m.  2d,  Hannah,  dau.  of 
Isaac  Bronson,  June  13,  1750.  She  d.  Sept.  15,  17S3,  and  he  jn.  3d, 
Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Thomas  Porter.  He  d.  Sept.  18,  1824.  Ch.  :  I. 
Sarah,  b.  Oct.  9,  1757,  d.  May  6, 1770;  11.  Asahel,  b.  July  16,  1700, 
d.  Dec.  16,  1787;  HI.  William,  b.  June  11,  1763,  ra.  Sarah  Carring- 
ton  of  New  Haven,  April  14,  1785;  IV.  Eii,  b.  Oct.  2,  1764;  V. 
Molly,  b.  Oct.  10,  1766,  d.  Sept.  14,  1856. 

3.  Thomas,  son  of  Thomas,  (1.)  m.  Mary,  dau.  of  Daniel  Hine  of  New 
Milford,  March  20,  1765.  Ch. :  I.  Daniel,  b.  Dec.  30,  1765,  d.  in  infancy; 
II.  "Rusha,"  b.  July  13,  1767,  d.  March  7,  1813  ;  III.  Sarah,  b.  June  5, 
1770,  m.  Lemuel  Harrison;  IV.  Daniel,  b.  xVpril  19,  1772;  V.  Aure- 
lia,  b.  Feb.  8,  1779,  (the  family  record  says  1780,)  now  living,  unm., 
1857. 

4.  David,  son  of  Thomas,  (1,)  m.  Hannah,  dau.  of  Samuel  Nichols 
of  Lebanon,  Oct.  27,  17  72.  He  had  one  child,  Hannah,  b.  June  5, 
1774,  and  m.  Reui)en  Adams. 

5.  Eli,  son  of  Timothy,  (2,)  ra.  Rebecca,  dau.  of  Aaron  Benedict, 
Dec.  20,  1792,  and  d.  Dec.  20,  1843.  Ch. :  L  Joseph,  b.  Nov.  3. 
1793,  d.  Sept.  7,  1816;  II.  Polly,  b.  July  31,  1796,  ra.  Merlin  Mead  of 
South  Salem,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  10,  1820;  IIL  Maria,  b.  March  12,  1799,  m. 
1st,  Solomon  Smith  of  N.  Y.,  May  13,  1820,  who  d.  April  10,  1822, 
and  she  m.  2,1,  John  T.  Baldwin,  of  New  Milford,  Oct.  27,  1831  ;  IV. 


*  See  p.  143  of  this  work. 
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Harriet,  b.  Nov.  30,  1802,  m.  Edward  Seoviil,  Xu^.  21,  1823;  V.  E  l- 
ward,  b.  June  4,  1805,  m.  Caroline  Smith,  and  2rl,  Marin  Stune  :  \l. 
Eti  Benedict,  b.  Feb.  22,  1808,  m.  Cornelia  DeWett;  VII.  Ciiaric^,  U 
Xov.  20,  1810,  m.  Harriet  Blakeslee,  and  .settled  at  Cayahoga  Ea'I^, 
Ohio;  VIII.  Mary  Ann,  b.  July  30,  1813;  IX.  Timothy  B.,  b.  Nov.  10, 
1815,  ra.  Elvira  Calkin  and  removed  to  Iowa;  X.  James,  b.  Sept.  IS, 
ISIS,  m.  Sarah  Maria  Silliman,  an.i  settled  at  Iowa  City,  Iowa. 

6,  Daniel,  son  of  Tiiomas,  (3.)  m.  I'olly,  dau.  of  Isaac  Lewis,  Feb.  10, 
1703.  She  d.  and  he  m.  Polly  Hitchcock.  Ch.:  I.  Thomas,  b.  .March 
11,  lTD-4  ;  II.  Isaac  Lewis,  b.  June  25,  1790;  III.  Xancy,  b.  S-pt. 
10,  1790. 

Other  families  of  the  name  of  Ciark  have  resided  in  Vv'alerbury_ 
The  following  are  some  of  them. 

JosEi>H  Clark's  will  was  proved  Feb.  2,  1  762,  by  wliich  it  appears  he 
ha<l  ch.,  as  follows:  I.  Joseph,  d.  J;in.  15,  1740-50;  II.  Lydia,  m. 

  Wheeler ;  III.  Hannah,  m.  Plum  ;  IV.  Tabiatba,  m.  Al- 

lyn  ;  V.  Deborah,  m.  Sanford  of  Xev\'  Haven;  VL  E)iana.  ]p.. 

 Curtiss;  VII.  Lucv,  m.  Benjamin  ^latthews. 

Joseph,  son  of  Joseph  above,  ra.  Mary,  dau.  of  Abraham  Clark,  of 
Soulhington,  Dec.  8,  1741,  and  d.  Jan.  15,  1740-50.  Cli.  :  I.  Mary, 
b.  Oct.  3,  1743;  II.  Abner,  b.  May  12,  1745  ;  IIP  Ruth,  b.  Au-.  2S, 
1747  ;  IV.  Lydia,  b.  Oct.  5,  1749. 

Joiix  Clakk,  son  of  Joseph,  m.  Hannah,  dau.  of  Stepht-n  Brooks 
of  Farmington,  Sept.  0,  1747.  Ch.  :  I.  John,  b.  May  1  1,  1748.  Sannicl 
Clark,  the  sou  of  Joseph,  d.  Sept.  28,  1740. 

Caleb  Clark,  of  AVaterbury,  d.  July  20,  1703.  He  hji'l  a  s  'n, 
Daniel,  who  m.  April  12,  1759,  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  John  Dowd,  of  Mid- 
dletown.  Ch.  :  L  Daniel,  b.  April  12,  1  700,  d.  next  day  ;  II.  ldi.jbe, 
b.  Dec.  G,  17G2  :  IH.  Truman,  b.  Xov.  12,  17G4. 

John  Clark  was  born  at  Milford.  about  17G5.  He  settled  in  ^Val'M*- 
bury  an<]  m.  Mille,  dau.  of  Herman  Munsi^n,  also  of  Waterbuiy,  Ap?il 

9,  1783.  After  the  oirth  of  his  children,  he  removed  to  Xew  ^fikV^rd, 
and  thence,  in  1818,  to  Me<lina,  Ohio.  He  d.  in  1820.  His  whL 
living  in  <"jlilo,  1855,  aged  85.  Ch.:  L  Sherman,  b.  Aug.  29,  17S9  :  II. 
Polly,  b.  Nov.  19,  1791;  IH.  hansom,  b.  April  S,  1704;  I'v'.  Bela 
Bron^on,  b.  Oct.  1,  170G;  V.  John  Lines,  b.  Aug.  8,  1790;  ^1.  Anu  <. 
b.  Dec.  3,  1801  ;  VH.  Jeremiah,  b.  Jan.  4,  1604  ;  VIH.  Anson,  b.  I'-fc. 

10,  1800,  graduated  at  Kenyon  college,  Ohio,  became  an  Epi>c'.'pal 
clergyman,  has  held,  successively,  tfie  reciorship  of  the  parishes  of  Sf. 
Andrew's,  Elyria,  St.  Paul's,  Xorwalk.  St.  Philips,  Circleville,  and  St. 
Timothy  s,  Massillon,  all  in  Ohio.    In  1854,  he  accepted  the  rectc^r-h^p 
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of  Emmanuel  church,  in  the  city  of  Rockfon],  Illinois,  where  he  now 
lives;  IX.  Abel,  b.  July  12,  1812. 

COOK/^ 

1.  IIexry  Cook  was  at  Plymouth,  Mass.,  before  1G40.  lie  had  sons, 
Isaac,  John,  Henry  and  Samuel.  I^aac  is  supposed  to  have  remained 
at  Plymouth,  and  John  to  have  settled  at  Middletown.  Uenrv  and 
Samuel  settled  at  Wallingtord,  and  are  the  ancestors  of  most  of  the 
name  of  Cook  in  Connecticut,  and  of  many  in  various  parts  of  ilje 
country. 

2.  Samuel,  son  of  Henry,  (1,)  was  among  the  first  settlers  of  AVal- 
Hng'ford,  and  signed  the  fundamental  articles  of  that  town  in  1<_)70. 
He  m.  1st,  Hope,  dau.  of  Edward  Parker  of  New  Haven,  May  2,  1007, 
2d,  Mary  Ptoberts,,  July  14,  1000.  He  d.  in  March,  1702,  aged  61.  He 
had  a  son,  Samuel,  b.  ^larch  3,  IGOS. 

3.  IIknry,  son  of  Henry,  (1,)  was  early  at  AVallingfjrd.  He  had  a 
son,  Henry,  who  settled  in  AA'aterbury. 

4.  Samuel,  son  of  Samuel,  (2.)  m.  1st,  Hannah  ^lerriman,  about 
1690,  who  d.  May,  1713,  and  2d,  Eiizabeth  Bedell  of  Stratford,  and  d. 
Sept.  1725.  He  had  live  sons  and  nine  daus.  One  of  his  sons,  Moses, 
settled  in  AYaterbury. 

5.  Henry,  son  of  Henry,  (3,)  was  admitted  an  inhabitant  of  T\  at-r- 
bury  in  1728.  Ch. :  Ebenezer,  Samuel,  Henry,  Thankful  and  Jon- 
athan. 

6.  Moses,  eldest  son  of  Samuel,  (4,)  was  b.  in  Wallingford,  Nov.  6, 

1716.    He  m.  Sarah  ,  and  settled  in  Branford,  where  three'  of  hi< 

children  wove  born.  He  removed  thence  to  Waterbury,  wdiere  his  wite 
died  in  Jan.  1760,  and  he  m.  Dinah,  wid.  of  Benjamin  Harrison,  -^v  lio 
d.  in  Oct.  1792.  He  was  struck  on  the  head  with  a  "  llat-iron  "  by  ;in 
Indian,  who  mistook  him  for  another  person,  and  d.  Dec,  12,  1771,  (see 
p.  368.)  Ch.  :  I.Charles,  b.  1741, d.  Aug.  11, 17C4  ;  IL  Moses,  b.  May 
30,  1744  ;  HI.  Sarah,  b.  June  13,  1717,  d.  April  5,  1823,  unm.  :  Iv. 
Esther,  b.  17-30,  m.  Joseph  Beebe  ;  V,  Elizabeth,  b.  May  15,  17:2,  m. 
Benjamin  ]:*^ald\vin  ;  VL  Hannah,  b.  Jan.  11,  1755,  m.  Titus  13roi;son  ; 
YIL  Ly.lia,  b.  May  27,  1765,  m.  Hickox. 

7.  Edenezer,  son  of  Henry,  (5,)  settled  in  Northbury,  and  m.  Phebe, 
dau.  of  Moses  Bhike.Mee,  ^U\y  10,  1744.    Ch.  :  I.  Huidah,  b.  April  26, 


*  The  :ince~ror<  iruiri  \rl,nin  m.i-t  of  the  Cooks  in  Xtw  F.ntrlaml  trace  V.'.elr  (iescjr.r.  Lara:^ 
from  Ilereioril-sliire  and  Kent,  In  Enjrliind,  The  aiicestr;\l  branch  from  whom  tiios-.-  of  tiie 
name  trace  their  origin,  nou-  reiiJent  in  various  parts  of  this  State,  came  from  Kent,  and  .vere 
of  the  Puritan  stock. 
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1745  ;  IL  Joel,  b.  Aug.  5,  1746;  III.  Justus,  b.  May  25,  1748,  crrad. 
Yale  Coll.;  IV.  Jonah,  b.  Aug.  11,  1750;  V.  Eri,  b.  Oct.  20,  1752  ; 
VI.  Rozell,  b.  May  1,  1755,  gnid.  Yale  Coll.;  VIT.  Xlse,  b.  April  17, 
1758;  YIILArbe,b.  April  4,1760;  IX.  Lurenda,  b.  Sept.  20,  1704  ;  X. 
Uri ;  XL  Ebenezer,  became  a  clergyman  and  resided  at  Montville, 
Conn. 

^  8.  Hen:ry,  son  of  Henry,  (5,)  m.  Hannah,  dan.  of  Xathan  Bt-ribam 
/ of  Wallingford,  Nov.  7,  1745,  and  settled  in  Xonhbury.  Ch.  :  I.  Thank- 
ful, b.  Jan.  12,  1747  ;  II.  Mary,  b.  March  30,  1748,  d.  June  11,  17G0; 
III.  Sarah,  b.  March,  1750,  d.' June  15,  1700;  lY.  Zuba,  b.  Dee.  24, 
1751,  d.  June  17,  1700  ;  Y.  Lemuel,  b.  Dec.  7,  1754,  d.  June  24,  ]  7G0  ; 
YL  Selah,  b.  Dec.  19,  1756  ;  VIL  Trueworthy,  b.  Sept.  29,  1759. 

9.  Jonathan,  son  of  Henry,  (5,)  m.  Ruth,  dau.  of  William  Luttington 
of  Xortli  Haven,  June  15,  1735,  and  settled  in  Xorthbury.  Ch.  :  Jon- 
athan, b.  March  29,  173G  ;  IL  Jesse,  b.  Feb.  1,  1739  ;  III.  Titus,  b.  May 
2,  1741  ;  lY.  Sarah,  b.  Oct.  31,  1744  ;  Y,  Abel,  b.  May  18,  1747. 

10.  Moses,  son  of  Moses,  (G,)  m.  Jemima,  dau.  of  Joseph  L'[»son, 
Nov.  4,  17G6.  She  d.  March  6,  1821  ;  he  d.  Dec.  28, 1831.  Ch. :  L  Jo- 
sepii,  b.  Xov.  4,  1767  ;  II.  Lucy,  b.  Sept.  29,  1769,  d.  Dec.  8,  1835,. 
unm.:  III.  Daniel,  b.  Jan.  5,  1773  ;  lY.  Hannah,  b.  March  5,  1775,  m. 
Horatio  L'pson  ;  Y.Anna,  b.  March  8,  1778,  m.  Mark  Leavenworth; 
YI.  Elias,  b.  Dec.  26,  1783,  m.  Hannah,  dau.  of  Daniel  Bartholome'.v  of 
Plymouth,  Nov.  16,  1813.  She  d.  and  he  m.  2d,  a  Mrs.  Bartho^jmew, 
andd.  March  14,  1847. 

11.  Joel,  son  of  Ebenezer,  (7,)  m.  Dinah  Dunbar,  Nov.  17,  1768. 
He  lived  in  Nonhbury.  Ch. :  L  Levi,  b.  Sept.  17,  1769,  d.  unm.;  II. 
Chloe,  b.  June  25, 1 771,  m.  Emblem  Barnes ;  III.  Zenas,  b.  July  7,  1 773  ; 

lY.  I.)i!iah,  b.  March  26,  1775,  m.  .Jerome;  Y.  Huldah,  b.  Dec. 

20,  1777,  ra.  Truman  Johnson;  YL  Dri,  b.  Dec.  24,  1779  ;  YIL  Lucy, 
m.  Juhu  Elden  ;  YIH.  Sally,  d.  in  early  life  ;  IX.  Phebe,  m.  Joel  Griggs ; 
X.  Joel  m.  Polly  Russell  in  Bradford  Co.,  Pa. 

12.  Joseph,  son  of  Moses,  (10,)  m.  Anna,  dau.  of  Ezra  B-onson, 
Esq.,  Aug.  1792.  He  d.  Nov.  26,  1855  ;  his  wife  ten  hours  afterwards. 
Both  wore  buried  in  one  grave.  Ch. :  1.  Edward  Bronson,  b.  ^fra'ch 
18,1703;  IL  Samuel,  b.  Dec.  12,  1794;  IIL  Susan  Judd,  b.  Cv-c.  25, 
1797,  m.  Mark  Leavenworth,  Nov.  1844,  and  d.  Dec.  16,  1848;  lY. 
Sally  Leavenworth,  b.  Oct.  29,  1799,  m.  Solomon  Curtiss  of  South- 
ington;  Y.  Nancy,  b.  Nov.  16,  1801,  m.  AYilliam  Scovill  of  Middle- 
town,  ill  1828;  YL  Nathan,  b.  Jan.  8,  1804  ;  YIL  George,  b.  Aj-ri!  8, 
1806,  d.  Jan.  19,  1815  ;  YHI.  George  AYilliara,  b.  Ftib.  28,  1811. 

13.  David,  son  of  Moses,  (10,)  m.  Nov.  25,  1799,  Sally,  dau.  of  Jacob 
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Sperry  of  Cheshire.  C'l. :  I.  Marcus,  b.  Sept.  12,  1800,  d.  Feb.  9, 
1821  ;  II.  Sarah  P.,  b.  Aug.  1804,  m.  Thos.  B.  Segur,  ia  182G  ;  III. 
Moses  Stiles,  b.  1812.  m.  Polly  S.  Tolles  in  1844. 

14.  Zexas,  son  of  Joel,  (II,)  ni.  1st,  Polly  Lewis  of  Plymouth,  Feb. 
1800,  who  d.  in  June,  1800,  and  he  m.  2d,  Betsey,  dau.  of  Col.  Phineas 
Porter,  May  20,  1810.  lie  d.  in  AVaterbury,  x\pril  25,  1851.  Slie  d. 
Oct.  1857.  Ch.  :  L  AVilh'am,  b.  April  17,  1802,  m.  Marilla  Plumb,  and 
removed  to  Alichigan;  II.  Sarah  Curtiss,  b.  Jan.  16,  1807  ;  III.  Geo. 
Lewis,  b.  June  5,  1809,  now  deceased;  IV.  Lucian  Porter,  b.  March 
18,  1811,  ra.  Sarah  Judd,  and  removed  to  Georgia;  Y.  Hari'iet  ?\I.,  b. 
Dec.  9,  1812,  ra.  Henry  P.  Peck  of  Berlin  ;  VL-  Catharine  L.,  b.  July 
2,  1815,  m.  Augustus  Smith  of  Plymouth,  and  removed  to  New  Haven  ; 
YIL  Mary  E.,  b.  March  27,  1818. 

15.  Edward  Eronsox,  son  of  Joseph,  (12,)  m.  Sept.  11,  1831,  Polly, 
dau.  of  Charles  McClalian  of  Lancaster,  Mass.,  and  has  a  dau.  Susan  L., 
b.  Aug.  1,  1833.  He  estabhshed  the  "  Waterbury  American,"  a  well 
managed,  weekly  newspaper,  in  1S45-G. 

IG.  Sa.muel,  son  of  Joseph,  (12,)  ra.  Charity  Warner,  Nov.  7,  1813, 
and  d.  in  1835.  His  wid.  rn.  Leveret  Candee  of  AVatertown.  An 
only  dau.  Ann  Maria,  b.  Sept.  8,  1815,  ra.  Leveret  E.  Pice,  P>ec. 
G,  1832. 

17.  Nathan',  son  of  Joseph,  (12,)  m.  Chirissa,  dau.  of  Russell  Rey- 
nolds of  Plymouth,  ]slay  31,  1S2G,  and  has  one  son.  Waller  Hart,  b. 
Sept.  20,  1837. 

18.  George  Willia>i,  son  of  Joseph,  (12,)  grad.  Yale  Coll.  in  1S37, 
and  m.  Sept.  2G,  the  same  year,  Emily  C,  dau.  of  Tho.  Johnson  of  Mid- 
dletown.  Ch.:  1.  Gertrude  E.  IL,  b.  Oct.  29,  1838  ;  IL  Francis  B.,  b. 
Sept.  14,  1840,  d.  June  29,  1841  ;  HI.  Ella  S.,  b.  Oct.  7,  1842. 

DE  FOREST. 

1.  Three  brothers,  Hendrick,  Isaac  and  David  De  Forest,  (or  Dc  hi. 
Forest.)  came  to  this  country  in  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth  een- 
turv.  Heu'Irick  and  Isaac  settled  in  New  York.  Hendrick  soon  died, 
and  it  is  believed  without  children.  The  descendants  of  Isaac  are  nu- 
merous. One  or  more  of  his  children  settled  in  or  near  Albany,  and  in- 
termarried with  the  F>utch;  hence  the  name  became  corrupted,  and 
many  of  his  descendants  are  called  De  Frees,  De  Frieze  or  De  Fro:^t. 
Deivid  settled  in  Stratford,  Conn.  The  following  are  his  descendants  in 
the  male  line. 

2.  David,  above,  who  settled  in  Stratford,  d.  in  1721,  left  six- 
sons,  as  follows:  David,  b.  1702:  Samuel  b.  I7u4;  Isaac,  b.  170G, 
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d.  without  descen,lauts  in  the  male  line  ;  Edv  ard,  b.  1708;  Henrv,  b. 
1710;  Benjamin,  b.  171G. 

3,  David,  son  of  David,  (2,)  bad  sons  :  Samuel,  no  male  issue  ;  David, 
Hezekiah,  Elihu,  Ephraim. 

4.  Samuel,  son  of  David,  (2,)  had  sons:  Joseph,  b.  1731;  Sani'iel, 
b.  1739,  no  male  issue;  Xehemiab,  b.  1743;  David,  b.  1745;  Josiah, 
b.  I74j. 

^5.  Edward,  son  of  David,  (2,)  had,  Isaac,  b.  173G;  Elisha,  b.  173S  ; 
Edward,  b.  1743;  John,  b.  1745;  AViliiam,  b.  1752,  no  male  issue; 
Joseph,  b.  1758. 

6.  IIexrv,  son  of  David,  (2.)  had,  Ileniy,  b.  1750;  Timothy,  b. 
1751  ;  David,  b.  1755.    Xeiiher  of  them  had  sons. 
-  7.  Benjamin,  son  of  David,  (2.)  had  Ilezekiah,  b.  1745;  Xeliemiah, 
b.   1748,  no  issue;  Benjamin,  b.  1749;  Isaac,  b.   1758;  Odmieh  b. 
1761. 

8.  David,  son  of  David,  (3,)  had,  Eliud,  b.  17C9;  Samuel;  David, 
no  male  issue;  Isaac;  Clark,  b.  1772. 

9.  Hezekiaii,  son  of  David,  (3.)  had  Uriah,  no  male  issue  ;  Ilezekiah, 
b.  1770 

10.  Eliiid,  son  of  David,  (3,)  had,  Joseph,  no  male  issue  ;  David  L,, 
b.  17G3  ;  Benjamin,  no  male  issue  ;  Bill  Clai-k,  no  male  issue. 

11.  Ephraim,  son  of  David,  (3.)  had,  Nathan,  b.  1765;  Zalmon, 
b.  1770  ;  Henry,  b.  1778  ;  Samuel,  b.  1784,  no  sons  ;  Ephraim  B.,  b. 
1787. 

12.  Joseph,  son  of  Samuel,  (4,)  had,  Samuel;  Abel,  b.  1761  ;  Mil^s, 
b.  1763,  no  male  issue;  Elihu,  b.  1777  ;  Gideon. 

13.  Xehemiah,  son  of  Samuel,  (4.)  had,  William,  b.  1773  ;  Lock- 
wood,  b.  1775  ;  Philo,  b.  1770  ;  Delauzun  and  Charles. 

14.  David,  son  of  Sa:nuel,  (4,)  had,  Isaac  N. ;  David  L.  ;  Samue!  ; 
Joseph.    Tlie  first  three  had  no  sons. 

15.  Isaac,  sou  of  Edward,  (5,)  had  Benjamin. 

16.  Elisha,  son  of  Edward,  (5,)  L'ad,  Isaac,  b.  1768,  no  male  ^"ssue  : 
Daniel,  b.  1771,  had  Albert,  who  d.  without  male  issue. 

17.  Edward,  son  of  Edward,  (5,)  had  James,  no  male  issue. 

IS.  John,  son  of  Edward,  (5.)  had,  Cui'tis;  Bhilo,  b.  1772;  John: 
Edward  :  the  two  last  no  male  i>sue  ;  James  had  a  son  James. 

-19.  Joseph,  son  of  Edward,  (5,)  had,  1.  William,  b.  1787,  had  srns, 
Charles  P.  and  George  ;  II.  Joseph,  b.  1700,  had  AYilliam,  Curtis  \V  , 
Ransford  S.,  John  D.,  an.l  Daniel  A.;  III.  Mitchell,  b.  1797,  had  sons, 
Daniel  and  William  ;  IV.  Curtis,  b.  1803,  had  William,  Darwin  and 
Charles. 
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20.  Hezekiah,  son  of  Bonjamin,  (7,)  Lad,  Philo,  b,  1782,  and  Samuel 
A.,  b.  1784. 

-21.  Benjamix,  son  of  Benjamin,  (7,)  had,  David  C,  b.  1774  ;  Jolm 
II.,  b.  1776;  Benjamin,  b.  1780  ;  Ezra,  b.  1782. 

2_.  Isaac,  son  of  Benjamin,  (7.)  had,  Alonzo,  b.  1  788  ?  Lemuel,  b. 
1788;  Aaron,  b.  1790;  Isaac,  b.  1794;  Gramli.son,  b.  1797.  Xone 
but  the  first  had  male  issue. 

23.  OriiNiEL,  son  of  Benjamin,  (7,)  had,  Linson  ;  Sidney,  no  male 
issue  ;  Charles. 

24.  Eliud,  son  of  David,  (8J  had,  I.  Hiram,  b.  1793,  had  William  J.; 

II.  Charles,  b.  1796,  bad  Harvey  B. ;  III.  William,  no  sons;  lY,  Samuel, 
b.  1800.  no  sons  ;  Y.  David  L.,  b.  1804,  had  John  E.  and  Cyrus  R. ;  YI. 
Edsvard,  b.  1806,  bad  Charles  E.  and  Samuel  E. 

25.  Samuel,  son  of  David,  (8,)  had,  AYiliiam,  no  male  issue  ;  Henry, 
do.:  Ira. 

26.  Isaac,  son  of  David,  (8,)  had,  L  David,  who  had  L(-2:rand  and 
David  L.  ;  II.  Harvey,  had  Georu'e  and  Alanson  B.  ;  HI.  Le^vi^,  no 
male  issue;  lY.  Isaac  J.,  had  Josiah  and  Samuel  J. 

27.  Clark,  son  of  David,  (8,)  had,  1.  Curtis,  b.  1804,  who  had  Sam.- 
uel  C,  Ransille  B.  and  AViiliam  \Y.;  H.  Jared,  b.  1807,  had  Y'iliiain 
H.  and  Giles  A.;  IH.  Y^illiam  C,  b.  1811,  had  John  AY.,  Henry  \Y., 
Daniel  AY.  and  Isaac;  lY.  George,  b.  1 812,  had  Sylvester,  Cliarlos  II. 
and  James. 

28.  Hezekiah,  son  of  Hezekiah,  (0.)  had,  I.  Hiram  0.,  b.  1791  ;  II. 
Legrand,  b.  1802,  who  had  George  B.,  Charles  E.  and  Stephen  C. 

29.  David  L,  son  of  Elihu,  (10.)  had,  I.  Archibald,  b.  I7b7,  no 
male  issue;  II.  Alfred,  b.  1791,  do.;  III.  Benjamin,  had  David  L.,  Ben- 
jamin and  Alfre*]  A. 

30.  Xathan,  son  of  Ephraim,  (11,)  had,  L  Henry,  b,  1790,  who  ha.*] 
Edwar.l,  James,  Hiram  and  John  ;  IE  Samuel  J.,  b.  1793,  had  George  S. ; 

III.  Silas  G.,  b.  1794,  had  Gilbert;  lY.  J.  IL>yt,  b.  1806,  had  George  ; 
Y.  Charles,  b.  1808,  had  George  and  Charles. 

31.  Zalmox,  son  of  E[)hraira,  (11,)  had,  1.  John  AY.,  no  niale  issue; 
11.  AYIliam  S.,  b.  1815,  had  James  H. 

32.  He.vry,  son  of  Ephraim,  (11.)  had  Henry  E.,  b.  1818. 

33.  Ephraim  B.,  son  of  Ephraim,  (11,)  had,  I.  AYilliam  S.,  b.  1812, 
who  had  Albert;  II.  Samuel  IL,  b.  1827;  HI.  David  C.,b.  1822,  liad 
Charles  II. 

34.  Samuel,  son  of  Joseph,  (12.)  hail,  I.  Marcus,  no  male  is-u^-  ;  11. 
Leo-rand,  do.  ;  HL  Yalliam  C,  had  Josei»h  and  Samuel. 

35.  Abel,  son  of  Joseph,  (12,)  had,  L  Ht^nry,  who  had  V^iilia-n  H. 
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and  Charles  ;  If.  Mills,  no  male  is.ue  ;  III.  William  ;  lY.  M.  Delau- 
zun.  had  Samuel  M. 

36.  GiDEOx,  son  of  Joseph,  (12,)  had,  L  Lee,  ^vho  liad  Georrre  and 
Henry  S.;  IL  Abel  B. ;  III.  Cvrus  H.,  had  Charles,  He  man  and 
James  ;  IV,  Charles  A.,  had  Charles  A.,  A.  Henry,  Dewiit  C.  and  E^l- 
Avard ;  Y.  T  acy  R.,  had  Cyrus  H.,  Lewis  G.,  Charles  L.  and  Albert  AV. 

37.  William,  son  of  Xehemiah.  (13,)  had,  L  Isaac,  who  had  Thomas 
and  William;  IL  Lockwood  M. ;  IIL  AYiUiam,  had  Edward;  lY. 
Marcus. 

38.  Lockwood,  son  of  Xehemiah,  (13,)  had,  I.  W.  AYheeler,  b.  170-!: : 
IL  Geori,^e  !>.,  b.  1806,  and  had  Benjamin  L.  and  George  B.  ;  III. 
Henry  G.,  b.  1820,  held  Robert  ^Y.  and  Loekwood  ;  lY.  J  ames  G.,  b. 
1S22;  Y.  Frederick  L.,  b.  1825. 

39.  Philo,  sou  of  Nthemiah,  (13,)  had  Delauzun,  b.  ISOS,  v,ho  had 
George  and  William. 

40.  Delauzux,  son  of  Xehemiah,  (13,)  had  Yv^illiam  B.,  b.  ISll,  who 
had  William  A. 

41.  Jo8£PH,  son  of  David,  (14,)  had,  I.  Isaac  N.,  b.  1800,  who  had 
Moulton,  Xewton,  Henry  C,  Theodore,  Joseph  and  Charles;  II.  John  J., 
b.  1811  ;  HI,  James  G.,  b.  1817,  and  had  John  and  Frank. 

42.  Benjamin',  son  of  Isaac,  (15,)  had,  I.  Isaac,  b.  1701,  who  had 
Benjamin,  Andrew  and  David  ;  IL  L>avid  b.  1801,  had  David. 

43.  Philo,  sou  of  John,  (18,)  lived  in  Woodbury,  had,  I.  Marcus,  b. 
1794,  who  had  John  P.,  George  and  Marcus  ;  IL  George,  b.  1804. 

44.  Philo,  son  of  Hezekiah,  (20,)  had,  1.  Charles,  wliO  had  Caarle-i ; 
IL  David  D.,  had  George  H.  and  Frederick  C. ;  IIL  John  ;  1\.  A\'il- 
liam,  had  Edward  ;  Y.  George. 

45.  Saml'el  a.,  son  of  Hezekiah,  (20,)  had,  I.  Charles,  who  had  AYii- 
liam  L.  and  Francis  E. ;  IL  Spencer  H. 

-  40.  David  C,  son  of  Benjauiin,  (21.)  and  founder  of  the  "  De  Forest 
Fund  "  of  Yale  College,  had  a  son,  Carlos  M.,  b.  1813. 

47.  Jonx  IL,  son  of  Benjamin,  (21.)  had,  1.  George  S.,  b.  1812,  who 
lia<i  Henry  AY. ;  IL  Henry  A.,  b.  1814  ;  IIL  Andrew  W.,  b.  18L7,  had 
E-iward  L.  and  Charles  S. ;  lY.  John  ^Y. 

48.  Benjamin,  son  of  Benjamin,  (21.)  had.  1.  John,  b.  1800,  who  had 
Era-^tus  L, ;  IL  Samuel  S.,  b.  1811  ;  IIL  Benjamin. 

49.  Ezra,  son  of  Benjamin,  (21,)  had,  L  David  AY.,  b.  1809;  IL 
Denjamin  C,  b.  1814,  vAio  had  David  W.,  Benjamin  D.  and  Ezra. 

50.  x\lonzo,  son  of  Isaac,  (22.)  had,  I.  Benjamin  S.,  b.  1800: 
IL  Ezekiei  M.,  b.  1803;  HI.  Samuel  S.,  b.  1811,  liad  Frank  B. ;  lA'. 
Aaron  G.,  b.  1814. 
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51.  LixsoN,  son  of  Otbniel,  (23,)  bad,  L  Charles  IT.,  b.  1S21  ;  11. 
Linson,  b.  1822,  bad  AVilliara  H. 

52.  Charles,  son  of  Otbiiiel,  (23.)  ba.I,  1.  Charles  B.,  b.  1810,  who 
bad  Charles  E,,  Clarence  R.,  Benjamin  and  William  H. ;  II.  Bfnjarnin, 
b.  1821  ;  III.  Alfred,  b.  1822;  IV.  Otbniel,  b.  1826;  V.  David,  b. 
1828;  VI.  Thomas  B.,  b.  1832  ;  VII.  "William  II.,  b.  1837;  VIII. 
Linson,  b.  1839. 

GUERNSEY,  on  GARXSEY. 

1.  Tradition  says  that  John  Guernsey  emigrated  from  the  I>le  of 
Guernsey,  near  P^ngland,  and  settled  at  Milford,  Conn.,  and  that  he  is 
the  progenitor  of  the  follovvir)g  family. 

2.  Joseph,  said  to  be  tlie  son  of  John,  (1,)  appears  at  Milford,  not  as 
a  free  planter  in  1G39,  but  as  an  after  ])lanter ;  but  John,  his  re- 
puted father,  does  not  appear  on  record  among  either  class  of  jilanters, 
or  otherwise,  that  I  have  been  able  to  discover,  j  Joseph  ra.  Hannali,  uau. 
of  Samuel  Coley,  Sen.,  April  10,  1673,  and  had,  Joseph,  b.  Jan.  13, 
1G74;  Hannah,  b.  March  4,  1678,  and  probably  others. 

3.  Joseph,  son  of  Joseph,  (2,)  m.  Elizabeth  Dibbrow,  of  Ilorseneck, 
who  probably  d.  at  Milford.  He  ra.  2d,  Eleanor,  and  removed  to  Wood- 
bury, Bethlem  society,  wdiere  his  wife  d.  Sept.  15,  1753,  aged  77.  His 
death  occurred  Sept.  15,  175  4, age  1  SO.  Ch.:  I.  Joseph,  b.  1700; 
11.  Ebenezer,  b.  1702  :  III.  Jonathan,  b.  1704  ;  IV.  and  V.  Peter  and 
John,  b.  April  6,  1709;  VL  Betsey,  ra.  Joshua  Baldwin,  and  rt^mained 
at  Milford. 

4.  Joseph,  son  of  Joseph,  (3.)  m.  Rachel  ,  and  settled  in  West- 
bury.  Ch  :  I.  Mary,  in.  Solomon  Steele,  Oct.  IG,  1760:  IL  Joseph, 
b.  1730;  HI,  Ebenezer,  b.  1731;  IV.  Philena,  m.  David  Brown  of 
Bethlt^m  ;  V.  Anna,  m.  Daniel  Steele;  VL  Bethel,  d.  17G0,  aged  22; 
VIL  Abijah,  b.  about  1743;  VIII,  Job,  b.  1744  or '4G,  d.  unmarried, 
Feb.  IS,  1625  ;  IX.  Rachel,  d.  May,  1751,  aued  16. 

5.  Ebenezer,  son  of  Joseph,  (3,)  settled  early  in  Durham,  L'onn. 
Ch.  :  Lemuel,  Ebenezer,  (a  clergyman,)  Eleanor,  lihoda,  Cath;irine> 
Marv,  Sarah  and  Anna. 

6.  Dea.  Jonathan,  son  of  Joseph,  (3.)  m.  Jan.  G,  1724-5,  Abigail 
Northrop  of  ^ylilford,  who  d.  Oct.  18,  1756,  and  he  m.  2<1,  AVi^low  De- 
sire Scovil,  Mar^h  10,  1757,  and  d.  June  14,  1776.  His  wi.low  <!.  Jan. 
2,  1705,  aged  87.  He  bought  land  in  ^^'aterbury  in  1  720,  and  re- 
moved thither  early  in  1730,  and  settled  near  the  present  residence  of 
Doct.  Porter,  East  Main  street.    He  and  his  brother  purchased  land  in 
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the  nortliwest  section  of  what  is  now  Watertown,  where  he  ouiit  a 
house  and  soon  removed  his  tanrily.  The  location  is  still  knwvn  as 
Guei-nsey  Town.  Dea.  Jonathan's  two  first  ch.  were  born  at  Mi! ford  ; 
tlie  others  in  Waterburv.  They  were  as  follows:  L  Abigail,  b.  fK-l.  29, 
172G,  nu  Eliphalet  Clark,  and  d.  June  17,  174G  ;  11.  Jonathan,  b.  P'eb. 
28,  172U;  III.  Amos,  b.  July  3,  1731  ;  IV.  David,  b.  April  12,  1734  ; 

V.  Sarah,  b.  July      1730,  m.  Timothy  Foote,  and  d.  Oct.  22,  1777  ; 

VI.  Samuel,  b.  Feb.  8,  1739;  VII.  Isaac,  b.  Dee.  11,  1741. 

7.  Peier,  son  of  Joseph,  (3,)  m.  Anne  Gunn  of  Milford,  Dec  9,  1731, 
and  r^:rmoved  to  Bethlem.  Ch.  :  I.  Solomon,  m.  Nov.  15,  1704,  Sarah, 
dan.  of  JanU'S  Kasson  of  13ethlem  ;  II.  Kichani,  m.  Eunice  Mailury  of 
^Vashi^gton.  She  belonged  to  the  family  that  v.as  murdered  by  Davr-a- 
pi.-rt.  lie  removed  to  Colebrook- — had  a  son,  ^Nlilo,  who  became  a  phy- 
sician, also  a  dau.  Polly,  who  d.  in  I]t4hlem,  Ji;ly  9,  1788,  n^'cd  IS: 
III.  Anna,  b.  1734,  m.  Ebenezer  Guernsey,  d.  Feb.  6,  18U4  ;  IV.  Eliza- 
bedi :  V.  Abigail  ;  VI.  Sarah,        -  ^ 

8.  JoHX,  son  of  Josepfi,  (3,)  m.  Ann,  dau.  of  Dea.  Jeremiali  Pei'k, 
ami  grauil-viau.  of  Rev.  Jeremiah  Perk.  He  settled  in  Litchlield,  Xorth- 
field  society,  removed  thence  to  Amenia,  N.  Y.  Ch.  :  I.  Jolm,  b.  Oct. 
28.  1734,  m.  March  24,  17.57,  Azubah  Duel;  11.  Anna,  b.  Oct.  1730  ; 
III.  Pfter,  b.  Nov.  13,  1738,  went  to  Stanford,  X.  Y.,  where  he  has  'le- 
scendaiits;  IV.  Nathan,  b.  May  14,  1741,  settled  in  XorthtielJ,  aid  re- 
moved thence  to  Half  Moon  ;  V.  Dorcas,  b.  Feb.  23,  1744  ;  VI.  Xorii, 
b.  Aug.  18,  1746,  settled  in  North  field,  m.  June  7,  1770,  Hannah  ll-^l- 
iister,  and  d.  Sept.  18,  1820;  VII.  Daniel,  b.  May  30,  1  740,  w^^v.i  to 
l>alUt<m,  N.  Y..  thence  to  T'^pper  Canada;  VIII.  Lois,  b.  June  15, 1751  ; 
IX.  Eunice,  b.  Nov.  17,  1754;  -Sr-J-a^ac,  b.-Jan.-iJO,  1758.  ••; 

7.  JosEi'ii,  son  of  Jcsepi),  (4.)  m.  Mary  Brown,  April  3,  1764.  lived  m 
Watertown.  His  wife  d.  Xov.  6,  1800,  aged  7l  ;  he  d.  N^'ov,  2,  IS  17. 
Ch. :  I.  Mary,  b.  June  14,  1755,  m.  Anios  Hitchcock  ;  II.  Anna,  b.  Dec. 
10.  1757,  m.  Col.  Aner  Bradley,  and  d.  July,  1844;  IH.  Bethel  Chaun- 
cey,  b.  March  27,  1700,  ra.  Betsey  Mallory,  and  had  Joseph,  I  aridoD, 
Ciiauui-ey,  Bethel,  Charlotte  anii  Betsey.  Charlotte  m.  Henry  S.  At- 
woo'j  and  Betsey  ra.  Ilarvev  Atwood  ;  IV.  Moranah,  b.  March  1.  1  702. 
m.  Dcmas  Judd  ;  V.  Lucy,  b.  May  22,  1704,  m.  Dr.  E.  Davl>,  nnd  d. 
Si-pt.  1S27;  XL  Jo>eph,  b.  June  18,  1700,  m.  Ptachel.  dau.  of  Samuel 
Guernsey,  and  had  Joseph,  Harriet,  Pc-na.  Smeillny.  Hawkins,  Jenn^^tte 
and  a  ch.  that  d.  yonn-^^ ;  VII.  Phiiena,  b.  April  28,  1708,  m.  Dea.  Buck- 
irigham  ;  Xlll.  Theodore,  b.  April  10,  17  70,  m.  Di'>dema  Bea'-h  :  IX. 
Anthony,  b.  Aug.  18,  1773,  m.  Melliscent  Skilton,  who  d.  May  25,  1S39, 
aged  66,  and  he  m.  2d, Martha  B.  Skilton,  June  7, 1841,  and  d.  Dec.  30, 


APPE^^DIX. 


1848.  He  had  no  issue  bv  first  wife  ;  by  second  wife,  Jarvis  and  Clem- 
entine ;  X.  Friend,  b.  June  23,  1775,  m  Sarah  Cattle,  wlio  d.  Get.  -IS, 
1801,  and  he  m.  Mary  A.  Atwood,  and  d.  Got.  20,  1835.     His  eh. 

were:  Denrif,  b.  Sept.  22,  170G,  ni.  Esther  Bryan;  Augusta,  ni.  • 

Hawkins.   

10.  Ebknezer,  son  of  ^  )seph,  (1,)  m.  Anna,  dau.  of  Peter  Guernsev. 
He  lived  in  Bethlem,  and  d.  Feb.  6,  1804.  Ch. :  1.  Pvacliel,  m.  Titus 
Hotcbliiss  of  Waterbury  ;  II.  Eunice,  ra.  Ebenezer  Church  ;  IH.  riiilo, 
m.  Irena  Murray,  went  to  Genesee,  and  d.  about  1807;  IV.  P-ner,  b. 
Oct.  20,  I7G7,  m.  Lueina  Minor  of  Woo.lbury,  .June  4,  1793,  and  d. 
Get.  11,  1824.  His  ch.  were,  Lucy,  m.  O.  Cowles  ;  Mary,  m.  Jo-i  At- 
wood; Meiliscent,  b.  Oct.  12,  1801,  m.  Willis  Downs,  now  of  Wood- 
bury; Julia,  b.  Dec.  1805,  d.  1828  ;  Harriet,  b.  1808,  m.  Harlow  Pus- 
sell  of  Watei-town;  Susan,  b.  1814,  d.  young;  Y.  Anna,  m.  Moses 
"Wright  of  Colebrook;  VI.  Abijah,  b.  April  1,  1  774,  m.  Anne  Ilotch- 
kiss  of  Waterbury,  April  10,1707,  and  d.  Oct.  10,  1846.  He  iiad 
Ebenezer.  b.  1708,  m.  Maria  Cowles  of  Betldem;  Alihea.  b.  1700,  m. 
Asahel  Ilotchkiss,  and  d.  in  Sharon,  Sept.  9,  1836  ;  Hannah,  m.  Arnos 
Hotchkiss  of  Sharon;  Doiha,  b.  1803  ;  Minerva,  b.  1805;  HenrieitH, 
b.  1808,  m.  Amos  Clark  of  Watertown. 

11.  Abijaii,  son  of  Joseph,  (4.)  m.  Lucy  Bellamy,  vsdio  d.  May  28, 

1805,  aged  60.    He  m.  2d,  Araminta   ,  and  d.  May  22,  1810. 

Ch. :  L  Frances,  b.  March.  1 778,  ni.  .March  10,  1799,  Solomon  G. 
Steele,  and  d.  in  1802  ;  IT.  Silen<'e,  b.  July  14,  1781,  ra.  Tola  Web.-ter, 
Feb.  10,  1804;  IH.  William,  b.  Jan.  25,  1784,  m.  March  13,  1805, 
Hannali  Parker  of  Wallingford,  and  had  iNancy  Ann,  Joshua  Shermaiu 
Philena,  John  J.  and  Rebecca;  IV.  A  dau.,  d.  young. 

12.  JoxATHA.v,  son  of  Dea.  Jonathan,  (C.)  m.  Desire,  dau.  of  Jusepii 
Bron^on,  June  5,  1755,  and  d.  April  lo,  1805,  in  Watertown.  She  d. 
Dec,  1700.  Ch. :  L  Mellicent,  b.  ^Farch  24,  1756,  d.  Aug.,  1756; 
H.  Meljicent,b.  May  21,  1757,  m.  Lieut.  Osborne,  Dec.  6,  1771,  d.  m 
1803;  IIP  DanieJ^b.  July  IS,  1760,  m.  Iluldah  Seymour,  of  Waier- 
towD,  removed  to  Blue  Liek.  Indiana,  and  d.  April  28,  1840.  He 
had.  William,  m,  Hannali  French,  and  was  drowned,  May,  1830  ;  St-v- 
raour,  m.  Blakes!^H3  of  AVatertown,  and  re-i<les  at  Blue  Li.  k.  In- 
diana; OJlrey;  Mellicent,  ra.  Isaac  Townsond  ;  Anna,  ra.  J^>i'ig:Z^; 

Polly,  m.  Jacob  Lane;  Bronson,  m.  Kelly,  and  lives  in  Iowa:  IV. 

Southm.ayd,  b.  April  10,  1763.  m.,  Sabra  Seott,  of  Watertown,  and  had 
Raphael,  who  d,  in  ls37;  Laura,  m.  X^diemiaii  Clark;  Rebec'-a.  m. 
A^ahel  Stone,  of  M!chi'j;an  ;  Jonathan,  re-^ides  in  Michigan  ;  Amaiid;), 
wife  of  Jonathan  Comer  of  A>hley,  Ohio ;  V.  James,  b.  Mar.  h   2  7, 
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17G7,  m.  Anner  Blakeslee  of  Plvmoiitli,  June  3,  179S,  who  d.  Man-h 
14,  1801,  and  lie  ra.  2d,  Deborah,  dan.  of  Deacon  David  WiIcock.>ou 
of  Huntington,  Jan.  12,  1S06.    He  d.  Xov.  23,  1853;  his  widow,  Jan. 

10,  1854,  aged  83.  He  lived  in  Watertown.  Ch.  :  Adele,  b.  Aug.  10, 
1T99,  d.  Dee.  1,  1799  ;  Anner.  b.  July  4,  1807,  m.  David  II.  Curti^>s  of 
Woodbury,  April  26,  1829;  >[aria,  b.  Aug.  3.  1809,  m.  AVilliani  Bas- 
set! of  Litchfield,  July  25,  1832,  and  resides  in  Watertown  ;  David  B., 
d.  Sept.  1,  1828,  aged  U;  VI.  Sidney,  b.  May  7,  1772,  m.  Abner 
Hard  of  Watertown,  Nov.  10,  IS  14. 

13.  Amos,  son  of  Dea.  Jonathan,  (0,)  m.  Esther,  dan.  of  Joseph 
Blake  of  Waterbury,  Feb.  IG,  1756.    Ch.  :  1.  Abigail,  b.  Nov.  9,  1750  ; 

11.  Amos,  b.  Get.  23,  1758,  went  to  the  State  of  N.  Y.,  had  two  ch.- 
HI.  Esther,  b.  June  9,  1760,  d.  Sept.  5,  1780;  IV,  Joel,  b.  Jan.  11, 

17C3,  m.  1st,   Strickland,  2d,  Fanny  Judd  of  Windsor,  N.  Y., 

had  by  his  first  wife,  William  and  Blake,  by  2d,  Mary  P.,  Paith  M  and 

Fanny  P.;  V.  Eldad,  b.  Sept.  5,  1764,  m.  Strickland,  and  wep.t 

to  the  State  of  N.  Y.;  VI.  Annis,  b.  1766,  d.  same  year;  VII.  Annis, 

b.  1 767,  m.  Stowe  ;  VIK.  Kuth,  b.  March  2,  ]  769,  m.  S.  Atwood,  d. 

in  1801  ;  IX.  Parthena,  b.  March  6,  1771,  m.  Osborne;  X.  Phebe, 

m.   Whitrnore  of  Harpersfield,  N.  Y.;  XL  Sybil,  m.  Wt-lls. 

Amos,  the  father  of  this  family,  removed  to  the  State  of  N.  Y.,  where 
be  died. 

14.  Daniel,  son  of  Dea.  Jonathan,  (6.)  m.  Hannah,  dau.  of  Samuel 
Judd,  June  6,  1754.  She  d.  in  1776,  and  be  m.  Abiorail  Turrier.  and 
removed  to  Harpersfield,  N,  Y.  Ch. :  I.  Hatmah,  b.  April,  1755,  m. 
 Doolittle  ;  II.  Irene,  b.  Sept.  19,  I7n6,  m.  Dea.  Dayton  of  Wa- 
tertown, an-l  d.  Feb.  27,  1783  ;  IIL  David,  b.  March  3,  1758,  m.  Mary, 
dau.  of  William  Judd,  removed  to  Harpersfield,  N.  Y.,  and  had  a 
child,  wdiich  d.  in  1791,  also  Hannah,  Miranda,  Pamelia,  Sally  and 
Polly;  IV^.  Rebekah,  b.  March  30,  1760,  m.  Christopher  Merriam,  of 
AVatertown  ;  V.  Olive,  b.  May  4,   1762,  m.  James  Merriam,  and  d. 

Feb.  16.  1798  ;  VI.  Isaac,  m.  Judd,  and  lived  at  Harpersfi  Id,  N. 

Y.  ;  VIL  Sarah,  m.   Mattoon,  and  went  to  Vt.  ;  VHL  Elizabeth, 

m.  Harrison,  and  went  to  Whitestown,  N.  Y.  ;  IX.  Ezra  ;  X. 

Eather. 

15.  Samuel,  son  of  Dea.  Jonathan,  (6,)  m.  Rachel  Latimer,  of  ?dil- 
ford,  (?)  May  10,  1764,  who  d.  in  1765,  and  he  m.  C.  Smedley  and  d,  at 
Naugatuck,  in  1819.  Ch.  :  I.  Samuel,  b.  April,  1765,  went  to  Canada, 
and  d.  there  ;  If.  Radiel,  b.  Aug.  13,  1767,  m.  Joseph  Guerns<^y,  Jr. ; 
IIL  Irene,  (?)  b.  May  22,  1770^;  IV.  Currence,  b.  May  28,  1772,— 
probably  others. 
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IG.  Isaac,  son  of  Dea.  Jonatliaii,  (G.)  is  said  to  have  setlUM.l  in 
Nortbampton,  Mass.,  \vbei-e  he  m.  •  Gulliver  and  d.  soon  after. 

17.  Joiix,  son  of  John,  (^i)  had  in  Litchfield,  x\zubah,  b.  July  6, 
1758  ;  Sarah,  b.  Aiiij.  30,  1760.  He  removed  to  Amenia,  X.  Y.,  where 
he  had  Isaac,  Lois,  liachel,  Ebenezer  and  Rhoda.  ;^ 

18.  NoALi,  son  of  John,  ^)  lived  in  Northfield.  Ch.  :  1.  Hannah, 
b.  May  10,  1771,  in,  Thomas  Merriam,  of  Watertown,  and  had  eight 
ch. ;  IL  Rachel,  b.  Sept.  3,  1773,  m.  Isaac  Clark  of  Watertown,  i\n<\ 
had  seven  ch.  ;  III.  Samuel,  b.  Aug.  31,  1775,  m.  1st,  Laura  Johnson,-*- 
2d,  Mabel  Heaton  ;  IV.  Noah,  b.  Eeb.  5,  1778,  d.  1778  ;  V.  Anna, 
b.  Aug.  12,  1779,  m.  Levi  Ileaton,  and  d.  about  1818, — had  five  ch.  ; 
VI.  Clarissa,  b.  March  13,  1782,  m.  Elijah  Warner,  and  had  four  ch,  ; 
VIL  Polly,  b.  May  27,  1785,  m.  Gervase  Blakeslee  ;  VIIL  Noah,  b. 
1787,  d.  1788;  IX.  Jolm,  b.  March  20,  1789,  m.  Laura  jlovze.  and 
resides  in  Xorthfield  ;  X.  Xoah,  b.  April  IG,  1793,  m.  Amanda  Crosby-;-  .' 
XI.  Caroline,  b.  1797,  d.  1801. 

^HARRISOX. 

1.  Thomas  Harrison,  from  Enirland,  settled  in  New  Haven,  in  that 
pan  now  East  Haven.  He  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  at  Xew^  Havfn, 
April  4,  1C54.  lie  had  tliree  brothers  who  came  with  him  to  this 
country,  viz:  Richard,  Benjamin  and  Xathaniel.  Richard  ^vas  a  few 
years  at  Branford,  but  removed  to  Xew  Jersey.  Xathaniel  and  Ben- 
jamin settled  in  Virginia.  Benjamin,  it  is  said,  was  grandfather  uf  the 
late  President  William  H.  Harrison,  Thomas  m.  1st,  the  wid.  of  John 
Thompson  of  Xew  Haven,  and  2i;],  wid.  Elizabeth  Stent,  ^larch  29, 
1GG6.  His  ch.  were,  Thomas,  b.  March  1,  1657;  Xathaniel,  b.  Dec. 
13,  1058;  Elizabeth,  b.  Jan.  1G67  ;  John;  Samuel;  Isaac  and  Mary. 

2.  Thomas,  son  of  Thos.  (1,)  m.  Margaret  Stent,  dau.  of  his  step- 
mother. Ch. :  I.  Lydia,  b.  1600  ;  IL  Jemima,  b.  1692  ;  IIL  Thomas,  b. 
Oct.  12,  1694,  rem.oved  to  Litchfield  ;  IV.  Abigail,  b.  Xov.  17,  1696  ;  V. 
Benjamin,  b.  iVug.  7,  1098,  settled  in  Waterbury ;  VL  Joseph,  b.  May 
25,  1700  ;  VIL  David,  b.  Feb.  7,  1702  ;  VIIL  Aaron,  b,  March  4,  1704, 
d.  1708  ;  IX.  Jacob,  b.  Oct.  23,  1708,  d.  1748. 

3.  Thomas,  son  of  Thos.  (2,)  ra.  Elizabeth  SutlifF,  April  21,  1721,  and 
lived  for  a  time  in  the  east  part  of  Xorth  Branford.  He  purchasevl  1000 
acres  of  land  in  Litchfield,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  parish  of  South 
Farms,  to  which  he  removed  in  1639.  He  gave  100  acres  of  land  to 
each  of  IjIs  nine  sons,  reserving  only  100  for  himself.  lie  wa-  chosen 
deacon  of  the  First  church  in  Litchfield  in  1755.  Ch. :  'J'h'^'mas, 
Ephraim,  Gideon,  Titus,  Abel,  Jacob,  Lemuel,  Elihu  and  Levi. 
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.  4.  Benjamin,  son  of  TIios.  (2.)  m.  Oct.  10,  1T'20,  Mary  .  and 

settled  in  Fannin_:;-bury  parisli,  Waterbiiry.    He  d.  in  1700,  ieriviri^  bis 

'wife  Mary  and  ch.,  viz:  Abigail,  m.  Warner;  Benjaniiu  and 

Aaron. 

'  5.  Lemuel,  son  of  Tho.s.  (3.)  m.  "in  his  24tli  year,"  Lois  B<irnGs, 
Feb.  18,  1702,  and  d.  Sept.  0,  1807.  Ch. :  L  Timothy,  b.  1703,  d. 
ISOO;  II.  Lemuel,  b.  1705,  m.  Sarah,  dan.  of  Thos.  Clark,  is  living  in 
Waterbury;  lit.  James,  b.  1707  ;  IV.  Phebe,  b.  1709,  d.  1707;  Y. 
AVorster,  b.  1772  ;  VL  Oniey,  b.  1774  ;  VM.  Lois,  b.  1770  ;  VII 1.  An- 
dre>v,  b.  1779,  d,  ISIO  ;  IX.  Caroline,  b.  1785. 

'  0.  Benjamin,  son  of  Bern.  (4.)  m.  Dinah,  dau.  of  Benj.  Vrarner,  Dec. 
24,  1741,  and  d.  Mareli  13,  1700,  in  his  39th  year.  Ch.:  1.  Jaiviv-s.  b. 
Oct.  1742,  d.  1700  ;  11.  Jabez,  b.  Oct.  1744  ;  IIL  Lydia,  b.  Sepi.  1747  ; 
IV.  Sainuel,  b.  Sept.  1750,  d.  1750;  V.  Kozcl,  b.  Dec.  1751  ;  VL  Dan- 
iel, b.  July,  1754,  m.  Phebe  Blakeslee,  1774. 

.  7.  Aaron,  son  of  Benj.  (4.)  m.  Jernsha,  dau,  of  Obed  "Warner,  Oct. 
20,  1748.  ILe  was  chosen  deacon  of  the  church  in  Farmiiigbury,  (ii<.\v 
AVolcott,)  Jit  its  oiganization,  Nov.  18,  1773,  which  otlice  he  coriiiniied 
to  till  until  his  death.  Ch. :  L  Jared,  b.  1749;  Mark,  b.  Aug.  1751, 
m.  Kcbecca  Miles,  1775:  III.  Samuel,  b.  March,  1753;  IV.  David,  b. 
March,  1750  ;  V.John,  b.Dec.  1758,  d.  1770  ;  VI.  Lucy,  b.  March,  1  702. 

HICKOX, 

niCOX,  HIKCON,  nECOCK,   IIICKCOCK,  dC. 

1.  Sergt.  Samuel  Hickox,  had  ch. :  Samuel,  Ilannali,  Wiliiam, 
Thomas,  Jo.-<eph,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  Stephen,  Benjamin,  Mercy,  Ebenezer. 
(See  p.  148.) 

2.  JoriEPii,  probably  brother  of  Samuel,  (L)  lived  inFarmington  and 
W;iter!7ury.  From  the  latter  place  ho  went  to  Voodbury,  wiier^^  lie 
d.  in  1087,  leaving  the  following  ch.  :  I.  Joseph,  m.  Ruth  Fain/'. lid 
of  Wm -bury,  in  1007;  II.  Benjamin,  m,  Hannah  Skeel  of  Wuudbury. 
in  1007;  III.  Mary,  m.  Jo.-^erdi  Gaylord,  Jr.,  of  Waferbnry,  w^nt  to 
Durhaiii  ;  IV.  Elizal^eth,  m,  John  Gaylord  of  "vVaterbury  ;  V.  Saiimel, 
m.,  lia'l  a  family  and  lived  in  Voodbury.  (Sec  Cothrcn's  Wo'^lbury, 
p.  504.) 

3.  Samuel,  son  of  Sergt.  Samuel,  (1,)  ha<l  ch.  as  follows:  1.  A  'Ian.; 
ri.  P]benezer,  went  to  Danbury  ;'  MI.  Samuel;  IV.  John:  V.  Ilan- 
nali; VL  Elizabeth;  VIL  A  son;  VIIL  Gideon;  IX.  Sarah  ;  X. 
Silence. 

4.  Capt.  WiLL'AM,  son  of  Samuel,  (1,)  had  ch.:  L  ;    IL  Wil- 
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Ham:  HI.  Samuel;  IV.  Abraha  n  ;  V.  John;  [V.  R-b.3cc:\:  VIL 
Rachel;  VIIL  Hannah. 

5.  Dea.  Thomas,  sou  or'  Si  iriil,  (1.)  C'l.  :  L  Tiioina?,  b.  OeL  2.5, 
1701;  IL  Mary,  b.  May  2S,  1701.  d.  April  30,170a;  III.  M.,ry,  b. 
March  9,  1706-7,   m.  Dea.  John  Waniei' ;  [V.  S irah,  b.  J  an.  2,  1709- 

10,  m.  Daniel  Benedict;  V.  Mercy,  in.  Isaac  II  )nkins  ;  VI.  A;nos  b. 
Aug.  10,  1715;  VIL  Joriis,  b.  O^t.  3  3,  1717  ;  VliL  Siai^l,  b,  Au^. 
30,  1720;  IX.  Susanna,  b.  Mirc!i  21,  172],  ni.  George  Ni^ii  D-j. 
15,  1741  ;  X.  .James,  b.  June  26,  1726,  d.  young. 

6.  EnE.vT-zER,  son  of  Samuel,  (1,)  m.  l>t,  Esther  Iline,  Dei.  I7U, 
2d,  Abigail,  dau.  of  Samuel  Stevens  of  West  Haven,  Aug.  23,  1720. 
He  removed  to  Bethel  soc.  in  Danbury.  His  ch.  recorded  in  V.'ater- 
bury,  were  as  foliows  :  I.  Enher,  b.  July  10,  1715,  m.  Steplien  K  -'-ey, 
son  of  Stephen  of  Wether>tie!d,  Aug.  25,  1733;  IL  S'.muel,  b.  D  -e. 
20,  1716;  HI.  Ambrose,  b.  Sept.  2,  1718;  IV.  Elizabeth,  b.  S:-pt. 
1720,  ra.  Richard  Nichols,  AulT-  10,  1711;  Y.  Abigail,  b.  Aug,  8,  1  722  ; 
VL  Ebenezer,  b.  July  21,  1730;  VIL  David,  b.  Jan.  30,  1  732;  Vlil. 
John,  b,  April,  17,  1734  ;  IX.  Seth,  b.  Dec.  5,  1741. 

7.  Ebsne/.er,  aoii  of  Samuol,  (3,)  settle  i  in  Bethel  soc,  D  lubury, 
about  1725.    He  had  sons,  Ebenezer,  Maj.  Benjamin  and  C  ipt.  S  ruuel. 

8.  John,  sou  of  Samuel,  (3,)  m.  M  iry,  dau.  of  Jov3pIi  Gay  lor  I  of 
Durham,  Xov.  IS,  1719,  and  probably  had  children. 

9.  GiDEox,  son  of  Samuel,  (3,)  m.  M  iry,  dau.  of  Stephen  L^pson,  Aug. 
15,  1734.  Ch.:  I.  James,  b.  Feb.  H,  1734-5,  drowned,  Feb.  12,  174  4-5  ; 

11.  Jemima,  b.  Nov.  24,  17-6,  m.  Ira  Be«be,  Aug.  1758  ;  III.  Simue!, 
b.  Sept.  1,  1739  ;  IV.  Sarah,  b.  June  3,  1744,  m.  Austin  Smit'a  ;  V. 
James,  b.  Nov.  2  8,  1746;  VL  Lucy,  b.  June  20,  1749;  VIL  GMeon,  b. 
May  4,  1752  ;  VIIL  Elizabeth,  b.  Nov.  28,  1754. 

10.  Capt.  Samuel,  son  of  William,  (4.)  m.  Mary,  dau.  of  John  H'^.p- 
kins,  March  8,  1721,  and  d.  May  13,  1765.  She  d.  Aug.  19,  1768. 
Ch.  :  L  M  u-v,  b.  Oc:,  30,  1721,  m.  Richard  Seymour,  May  20,  1740,  d. 
July  15,  1741  ;  IL  M-hitable.  b.  Nov.  22,  1723,  ni.  Stephen  Se;  moiir, 
March  18,  174i,  d.  May  9,  1767;  TIL  William,  b.  Jan.  14,  1725-6; 
IV.  Abraiiam,  b.  Jan.  XL  1727-8  ;  V.  John,  b.  July  26,  1730:  VL 
Samuel,  b.  Sept.  8,  1733;  VIL  Dorcas,  b.  July  11,  1736,  m.  Jolm 
Welton,  Jan.  5,  1758. 

11.  Thomas,  s<.u  of  Dea.  Thomas,  (5.)  m.  Miriam,  wid.  of  Sai7iu.'l 
Richards,  A[.nl  19,  1736,  and  d.  Dec.  28,  1787.  His  wite  d.  Ma-m  13, 
1780.  Ch.:  L  Tiiotu\s  b.  April  4,  1737;  IL  Su>anna,  b.  ^Lircli  30, 
1730;  IlL  Daniel,  b.  Dec.  16,  1  742;  IV.  Janies,  b.  Jan.  19,  1  747-8, 
d.  174  9  ;  V.  James,  b.  May  8,  1755. 
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12.  Amo3,  sou  of  Dea.  Thomas,  (5.)  in.  Mercy,  wi.l.  of  Dc-nj  iniin 
Richards,  March  15,  17-40.  Shed.  July  10,  1787.  lie  d.  March  ]. 
1805.  Ch.:  I.  Freehn-e,  b.  April  28,  1741,  in.  Stephen  Scott,  Nov,  30. 
1758;  II.  Amos,  b.  March  18,  1742-3,  d.  1749;  111.  E!i>ha,  b.  M:uyh 
3,  1744-5:  IV.  Mercy,  b.  Jan.  25,  174G-7,  d.  1752;  V,  Amos,  b. 
Xov.  12,  1740  ;  YI.  Joseph,  b.  March  12,  1752. 

13.  Dea.  Samuel,  son  of  Dea.  Thomas,  (5,)  was  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Westbury,  and  contributed  much  towards  the  establishment  of 
the  good  state  of  society,  which  Las  evvr  prevailed  in  that  town.  He 
was  a  dea.  in  the  church,  capt.  of  the  militia,  representative  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  tfcc.  lie  gave  freedom  to  the  only  slave  be  ever  owned. 
He  m.  1st,  Elizabeth,  dau.  or  George  Welton,  Xov.  26,  1741.  She  d. 
June  7,  1800,  and  his  death  occurred  A])rii  6,  1811.  Ch. :  I.  Jonas, 
b.  Aug.  20,  1742,  m.  Abigail,  dau.  of  EhV-halet  Clark,  in  17GG,  and  d. 
in  Sept.  6,  1S26  ;  II.  Mary,  b,  Jan.  12,  1744-5,  d.  same  m.onth  :  III. 
Mary,  b.  Sept.  16,  1746,  d.  1749  ;  IV.  Samuel,  b.  June  9,  1740:  V. 
Elizabeth,  b.  April  20,  1752,  m.  Thomas  Bronsr^n,  Aug.  25,  1774:  VI. 
n:mnali,  b.  Aug.  24,  1754,  m.  John  Xettleton,  Jr.  and  d.  Aug.  8,  1784. 
He  d.  Sept.  10,  1808  ;  VIL  Eli,  b.  June  17,  1757,  ra.  Mary  Bucking- 
ham, and  d.  April  30,  1788.  She  d.  Sept.  25,  1827  ;  VIIL  Jo<iah,  b. 
Sept.  9,  1760. 

14.  Ambrose,  son  of  Ebenezer,  (7,)  lived  in  Waterbury,  m.  Eunice, 
dau.  of  Caleb  Clark,  Dec.  11,  1740,  and  d.  June  1,  1792,  a.  74.  Ch. : 
I.  Ambrose,  b.  Xurr.  28.  1741,  m.  2\Iary,  dau,  of  John  Dowd  of  Middle- 
town,  June,  1762,  fivA  had  Eunice  and  Gideon  ;  II.  Ruth,  b.  D'jc.  18, 
1743,  ra.  xVoijah^Vilraot;  III.  Gideon,  b.  April  10,  1746,  d.  1  7o:i  ;  IV. 
^^arger\^  b.  Oct.  6,  1748;  V.  Marcy,  b.  Sept.  26,  1752  ;  VL  Ebenezer, 
b.  May  20,  1754  ;  VII.  Benjamin,  b.  April  10,  1756,  d.  176  0. 

15.  John',  son  or  Ebenezer,  (6,)  m.  Lydia  Kellogg,  March  20,  1757, 
She  was  b.  April  5,  1740.  Ch.  :  I.  Jolin,  b.  Sept.  24,  1750,  d.  S-pt. 
1776;  II.  Lydia,  b.  Jan.  2,  1762,  m.  Jesse  Richards;  III.  Seth,  b.  Jan. 
6,  1764,  d.  March  5,  1773  ;  IV.  Jesse,  b.  Nov.  4,  1760  ;  V.  R..chel  B., 
b.  July  3,  1771,  m.  Stephen  Camp  ;  VL  St-th,  b.  Sept.  22,  1773,— was 
living  in  1856,  at  New  Canaan;  VIL  Eiiaseph,  b.  May  20,  1776,  d. 
Oct.  7,  1777  ;  VIIL  Peiiinah,  (?)  b.  Feb.  15,  1778,  m.  Ezra  Il^yt ;  IX. 
MelHscent,  b.  Sept.  14,  1780,  m.  Jonathan  B.  Benedict. 

16.  Ebenezer,  son  of  Ebenezer,  (7,)  had  a  son  Zar,  who  was  father 
of  Rev.  Laurens  P.  Ilickok,  D.  D.,  formerly  pastor  of  the  Congrega- 
tional churches  at  Kent  and  Litchfield,  Cotiti.  From  Litchfield  he 
went  to  the  Western  Reserve  College,  where  he  was  a  professor  S'-verai 
years,  and  ibence  to  the  Theological  Seminary,  Auburn,  X.  1.,  where  he 
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was  also  a  professor.  He  is  at  present  (1856)  in  Union  Col.,  Eociies- 
ter,  N.  Y. 

17.  ^laj.  Ben.amin,  son  of  Ebenezer,  (7,)  had  a  son  Eli,  vvLo  was 
father  of  Benjamin  Eli  lliekox  of  Xew  York  City. 

18.  Capt.  Samuel,  son  of  Ebenezer,  (7,)  Lad  sons,  1.  Daniel,  ni.  and 
had  Ely,  Plinlev,  Starr,  Nathaniel  Iloyt  and  Amos.  Plinley  is  father 
of  Rev.  Ilenry,  of  Elraira,  N.  Y.,  also  of  George  S.  and  Francis  S.  of 
New  York  City;  11.  Noah,  had  John  and  Harvey  of  New  York  City; 
HI.  Amos,  d.  at  Fort  George,  in  1814. 

19.  Samuel,  son  of  Gideon,  '9,)  m.  Eleanor,  dau.  of  Obadlab  War- 
ner, Jane  4,  1761.  She  d.  Nov.  14,  1767,  and  hem.  2d,  Charity  Dixon, 
Nov.  10,  1768.  Ch.:  L  Asee,  b.  Aug.  14,  1762  ;  H.  Euos,  b.  April 
22,  1764  ;  HI.  A  dan.,  b.  Nov.  24,  1765  ;  IV.  A  son,  b.  Sept.  3,  1767  ; 
V.  Silvia,  b.  Jan.  20,  1770;  VI.  Charity,  b.  July  15,  1773  ;  VIL  Sam- 
uel Johnson,  b.  Oct.  31,  1775  ;  VIIL  Sopliia,  b,  July  26,  1778. 

20.  James,  son  of  Gideon,  (9,)  in.  Hannah,  dau.  of  Austin  Smith, 
Nov.  28,  1766.    Ch. :  L  Olive,  b.  May  7,  1774. 

21.  Gideon,  son  of  Gideon,  (0.)  m.  Phebe,  dau.  of  Austin  Smith, 
Aug.  2d,  1771.  Ch. :  1.  David,  b.  Dec.  8,  1772;  IL  Sarah,  b.  April 
D?,  1774;  IIL  Polly,  b.  March  4,  1777;  IV.  Hannah  S.,  b.  July  2, 
1781. 

22.  Villiam,  son  of  Capt.  Samuel,  (9,)  m.  Lydia  Seymour,  April 
4,  1745,  who  d.  June  19,  1762,  and  he  m.  2d,  Abigail,  dau.  of  Edmund 
Scott,  Jan.  12,  1763.  Ch. :  I.  ViMiam,  b.  Jan.  14,  1746  ;  IL  Consider, 
b.  June  21,  174S;  HI.  Abigail,  b.  July  28,  1751,  m.  Thomas  Wt- iton ; 
IV.  L\-dia,  b.  .July  29,  1757;  V.  Rebecca,  b.  Oct.  14,  1759  :  VI.  Cliloe, 
b.  Feb.  7,  1764;  VH.  Hannah,  b.Oct.  31,  1765  ;  VIII.  Asahel,  b.  Nov. 
22,  1767. 

23.  Capt.  Abraham,  son  of  Capt.  Samuel,  (10,)  ra.  Jemima,  uau.  of 
Thomas  Foote,  April  19,  1748.  She  d.May  20,  1779.  Hed.in  1777  or 
1778,  in  tlie  British  arrjy.  Ch. ;  I.  Mary,  b.  July  2, 1748,  m.  Seba  Bron- 
son  ;  H.Lucy,  b.  Feb.  13,  1749-50,  m.  Simeon  Scott;  III.  Je^-se,  b. 
A^pi-il  12,  1752  ;  IV.  .Jared,  b.  Jan.  15,  1756  ;  V.Joel,  b.  April  8,  1858  ; 
VL  Timothy,  b.  Jan.  5,  1761  ;  VIL  Abraham,  b.  June  2,  1765;  VIIL 
Samuel,  b.  Jan.  1,  1767  ;  IX.  Preserved,  b.  Nov.  6,  1768. 

24.  John',  son  of  Capt.  Samuel,  (10,)  m.  Aner,  dau.  of  Doct.  Benja- 
min Warner,  July  1,  1754.  Ch. :  I.  Asa,  b.  Jan.  23,  1755;  IL  Joanna, 
b.  Sept.  7,  1756  ;  HL  Sabra,  b.  Aug.  21,  1759  ;  IV.  Aner,  b.  March 
24,  1761  ;  V.  Lucinda,  b,  March  6,  1  763:  VL  J.-im.  b.  Jan.  14,  1  765  ; 
VIL  Mary,  b.  March  16,  1767  ;  VIIL  AViUiam  W.,  b.  Feb.  1,  1760  ;  IX. 
Sarali  Anna,  b.  Jan.  7,  1771. 
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25.  Thomas,  son  of  Dea.  Thomas,  (11,)  m.  Lois,  dau.  of  Thomas 
Richards,  July  17,  ITGO.  She  d.  May  11,  17G4,  and  he  m.  2d,  Thank- 
ful, dau.  of  Stephen  Seymour,  May  12,  1765.    Ch.  :  I.  Sarali,  h.  May 

12,  1762;  II.  Lois,  b.  March  29,  1766,  d.  1766  ;  IIL  Thomas,  b.  Oct.  19, 
1776  ;  IV.  LoisR.,  b.  Oct.  29, 1769  ;  V.  Mark,  b.May  23,  1773  ;  Yl.  Ira, 
b.  March  24,  1775  ;  YII.  Isaac,  b.  July  5,  1778. 

26.  L)AyiEL,  son  of  Dea.  Thomas,  (11.)  m.  Sibel  Bartholomew,  or 
Williams,  Jan.  15,  1766,  who  d.  April  2,  1774,  and  he  m.  2d,  Phebe 

Orton,  July  5,  1775.    Ch. :  I.  Caleb,  b.  Oct.  18,  1766,  m.  Scovill, 

and  d.  March  9,  1813.  He  was  lather  of  Edward  Ilickox  of  Water- 
town.  IL  Daniel,  b.  Feb.  11,  1769,  m.  Polly  Brown,  and  d.  Oct.  21, 
1823  ;  IIL  Mary,b.  May  5, 1771.  d.  1772  ;  lY.Chauncey,  b.  July  12, 1773  ; 
V.  Eleazer,  b.  July  25,  1776  ;  YL  Mary,  b.  Jan.  23,  1778  ;  VIL  Uri,  b. 
Aug.  8,  1779;  VIIL  Merriimi,  b.  Aug.  1,  1781;  IX.  Sybbel,  b.  Oct. 

13,  1783. 

27.  Samuel,  son  of  Samuel,  (13,)  m.  Dee.  5,  1771,  Sarab  Scoviil,  who 
d.  Oct.  1,  1776.    Lie  d.  Sept.  9,  1778,— no  ch. 

28.  JosiAH,  son  of  Samuel,  (13,)  m.  Phebe,  dau.  of  John  Stoddard 
of  Woodbury,  Dec.  2,  1779,  and  d.  Sept.  20,  1786.  Ch. :  L  Hannah,  b. 
April  6,  1781,  m.  Asa  AYoodward,  April  6,  1801.  She  d.  April  14, 
1851.  Ch.  :  L  Charles  S.  Woodward — re>ides  in  Northfield.  II.  Sam- 
uel, b.  Jan.  17,  1783,  m.  Huldaii  Bradley,  and  d.  Oct.  1839.  He  had  a 
Son  Samuel  Josiah,  b.  Oct.  20,  1806,  and  d.  Oct.  18,  1832,  IIL  Josiah, 
b.  Feb.  13,  1786,  d.  Jan.  10,  1787. 

29.  Jesse,  son  of  John,  (15,)  m.  Betsey  Hoy t,  Nov.  24,  1791,— resid- 
ed in  New  Canaan,  until  his  ch.  were  born, — removed  thence  to  Sarato- 
ga Co.,  N.  Y. — tlience  to  Cayuga  Co.,  and  d.  near  Xewark,  Yv'^avne  Co., 
N.  Y„  Oct.  8,  1826.  Ch.  :  I,  John  IL,  b.  Nov.  27,  1792,  d,  Jan.  14, 
1841  ;  IL  Albert,  b.  July  23,  1797— removed  to  Michigan  about  1820, 
and  lives,  (1857.)  in  Blisslield,  Lenawee  Co.,  Mich. ;  IH.  Emeline,  b.  Nov. 
13,  1800,  m.  Duct.  George  R.  Powers,  and  d.  Oct.  24,  1354;  lY,  Emilia, 
b.  July  23,  1802,  m.  S.  A.  Holbrook ;  Y.  Elizabeth,  b.  May  23,  1804, 

m.  Rev.  Solomon  Stearns,  and  lives  in  Somerset,  Mich. ;  YL  Rev.  S.  , 

b.  1809,  d,  Oct.  7,  1820. 

30.  Samuel  J,,  son  of  Samuel,  (19,)  m.  Laura,  dau.  of  Amos  Culver, 
Oct.  15,  1800.  Ch,:  L  Selden,  b.  Sept,  22,  1801,  d.  1803  ;  IL  Saily,  b. 
Ai\^.  3,  1804;  lY.  Samuel  IL,  b.  April  16,  1 8 1 0— perliaps  otlu^r^. 

31.  Jesse,  son  of  Capt.  Abraham,  (23,)  m.  Hannah  Strong,  July  27, 
1775,  who  tL  Dec.  21,  1778,  and  he  m.  2.1,  Rhoda  Thomas,  April  26, 
1780.  She  d.  Feb,  20.  1781,  and  he  m.  3.1.  Hannah,  wid.  of  Nathaniel 
Tompkins,  Aug.  16,  1781.  Ch. :  I.  Zenas,  b.  June  7,  1776  ;  II.  Molly, 
b  Dec.  17,  1777;  IIL  A  son,  b.  Feb.  14,  1 781  — perhajis  otheis. 
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32.  Jared,  son  of  C:\pt.  Abruliain,  ('23,)  m.  Rachel,  dau.  of  Caleb  Mer- 
rills, Feb.  7,  1777.  CIi. :  I.  Lucy,  b,  Dec.  6,  1777  ;  II.  Xathaiiic},  b. 
Feb.  16,  1779;  HI.  Jemima,  b.  April  25,  1780  ;  IV.  Hannah,  b.  Dec. 
12,  17S2,  d.  July  22,  1785  ;  Y.  Hannah,  b.  July  22,  1785;  YI.  Asa,  b. 
Sept.  12,  1787;  YII.  Eri,  b.  Feb.  19,  1790;  YIII.  Esther,  b,  Sept.  20, 
1792  ;  IX.  Jared,  b.  Juno  8,  1794  ;  X.  Rachel,  b.  Sept.  5,  1797. 

33.  Joel,  son  of  Capt.  Abraham,  (23,)  removed  in  1814,  wirh  his 
fiimily,  to  Susquehanna  Co.,  Fa.,  where  he  resided  until  his  dtaih  in 
1817.  His  sons,  Spencer  and  Jaraes  W.,  reside  in  the  same  county 
and  have  children. 

34.  TiMOTiiv^  son  of  Capt.  Abraham,  (23,)  ra.  Sarah,  dau.  of  Rieh;\rd 
Nichols,  May  3,  1731.  She  d.  Jan.  24,  1813.  He  d.  Dec.  8,  lb35. 
Ch. :  I.  Sarah,  b.  June  27,  1782  ;  II.  Elizabeth,  b.  Aug.  11,  1783  ;  HI. 
Polly,  b.  Xov.  13,  1784  ;  lY.  Abraham,  b.  May  23,  1786  ;  Y.  Ilulduh, 
b.  Aug.  4,  1787,  m.  James  Chattield;  YI.  Leonard,  b.  Sept.  15,  1788; 
YII.  Laura,  b.  Oct.  1,  1790;  YIIL  Palmyra,  b.  Jan.  1,  1792  ;  IX.  Nan- 
cy, b.  Feb.  23,  1793,  d.  ISOl  ;  X.  Lydia!!  b.  Dec.  17,  1794  ;  XL  Chlue, 
b.  June  13,  1797,  m.  Jacob  Tallmadge,  d.  1848  ;  XII.  Sherman,  b.  Sept. 
29,  1798,  m.  Sally  Camp,  April  22,  1824;  XIIL  Yina,  b.  June  30, 
ISOO,  d.  1822;  XIY.  Xancy,  b.  Feb.  8,  1802  ;  XY,  Yhlliam,  b.  Sept. 
12,  1803. 

35.  Abraham,  son  of  Capt.  Abrahain,  (23,)  m.  Tamer,  dau.  of  Jabez 
Tuttle,  Feb.  24,  1784.  Ch. :  L  Ruth,  b.  Xov.  9,  1785;  II.  ''Oraiena," 
b.  Nov.  11,  1788 — probably  others, 

36.  Preserved,  son  of  Capt.  Abraham,  (23,)  m.  Rachel,  dau.  of  Capt. 
Hezekiah  Brown.  Oct.  3,  1786.  Ch. :  L  Samuel,  b.  March  8,  1787  ;  IL 
Sally  M.,  b.  May  17,  1789— probably  others. 

37.  John,  son  of  John,  (24,)  m.  Lydia,  dau.  of  Moses  Cook,  May  1, 
1786.  Ch. :  I.  Carlos  Y.,  b.  Feb.  9,  1787,  d.  Aug.  4,  1787  ;  IL  Aionzo 
G.,  b.  July  22.  1788:  HL  Sidney,  b.  July  17,  1790,  d.  1791  ;  lY.  Sid- 
ney, b.  Aug.  3,  1792,  d.  1794;  Y.  Asa  Wm.  AYarncr,  b.  April  1,  1  795  ; 
YI.  Carlos  Y.,  b.  Sept.  30,  1797. 

38.  John-  IL,  son  of  Jes>e,  (29,)  m.  Mary  Lockvrood,  who  was  b. 
Sept.  28,  1795.  He  resided  in  AYestern  New  York.  About  1823,  he 
removed  to  L^iion  Co.,  Pa,,  in  1828  to  Lewiston,  in  1836  to  Chambers- 
burix,  an<l  in  1839  to  Harrisburg.  He  was  run  over  by  cars  on  the 
Cumberland  Yalley  Railroad,  at  Ilarrisburnr,  and  d.  Jan.  14,  1S4L  His 
ch.  were  as  follows:  L  Y'illiam  O.,  b.  Oct.  6,  1815,  m.  Caroline  L. 
Ilutter  of  Allentown,  Pa.,  Sept.  10,  L840.  She  was  dau.  of  Charles  L. 
IIuttHr,  and  was  b.  Dec.  26,  1818.  The  ch.  of  Y\^il!iam  0.  are,  .Mice 
M.,  b.  June  25,1841;  Edwin  H.,  b.  Nov.  14,  1814;  Y'ilHam  O.,  b. 
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Feb,  12,  1S40,  and  Caroline,  b.  March  29,  1852.  II.  Henry  C,  b.  April 
2G,  ISIS,  ui.  Margaret  Parke  of  Susquehanna  Co.,  Pa.,  Xov.  17,  1S41. 
His  ch.  are,  Theodore  C,  b.  Aug.  20,  1840,  and  Josephine  C,  b.  Sept.  19, 
1848;  m.  Charles  N.,  b.  May  1,  1821,  resides  at  Bedford,  Pa.,  is  a 
dentist;  IV.  Elizabeth  S.,  b.  June  o,  1825,  m.  Jacob  Mann,  and  resides 
in  Fulton  Co.,  Pa. 

HOPKI>^S. 

1.  John  Hopkins,  of  Hartford,  had  ch.,  Stephen  and  Belhia.  (See 
p.  151.) 

2.  Stephen,  son  of  John,  (1,)  had  John,  Stephen,  Ebenezer,  Joseph, 
Dorcas  and  Mary. 

3.  John,  son  of  Stephen,  (2.)  had  Jolin,  Consider,  Stephen,  Tiuiothy, 
Samuel,  Mary,  Hnnnah  and  Dorcas. 

4.  Stephen,  son  of  Stephen,  (2,)  lived  at  Ilartiord.  Ch. :  Sarah, 
bap.  Aug.  21,  1G37;  Ptachel,  b.  l^&tT;  Thomas,  b.-d-Ttr?;  and  others. 

5.  Ebene/er,  son  of  Stephen,  (2,)  resided  at  Hartford.  Ch. :  1.  Ebe- 
nezer, bap.  Xov.  19,  1693,  d.  young  ;  11.  Jonathan,  bap.  June  28,  ICOG  ; 
III.  Ebenezer,  b.  June  25,  1700;  lY.  Mary,  b.  Jan.  30,  1705  :  V.  Scy- 
phen,  b.  Aug.  8,1707,  settled  in  AVaterbury ;  TE  Isaac,  b.  Xov,  28, 
170S,  settled  in  AVaterbury  ;  A^IL  Sarah,  b.  June  25,  1710. 

6.  Joseph,  son  of  Stephen,  (2.)  had  ch.:  1.  Mary,  bap.  March  10, 
1700;  IE  Hannah,  b.  1702  ;  HE  Dorcas,  b.  March  18,  1704;  m.  Tim- 
othy Bronson  ;  IV.  Path,  b.  Xov.  9,  1707;  V.  Joseph,  b.  Jan.  14, 
1711. 

7.  Stephen,  son  of  John,  (3,)  settled  in  Vv'acerbury,  m.  Susanna,  dau. 
of  John  Peck  of  Vraliing-ibrd,  in  1717.  She  d.  E'ec.  2,  1755,  and  he  ni. 
2d,  Abigail,  wid.  of  John  Webster  of  Earmington,  May  25,  172G,  and 
d.  Jan.  4,  1769.  Ch,  :  E  John,  b.  July  20,  1718  ;  IE  Stephen,  b.  June 
28,  1721  ;  HE  Anna,  b.  Sept.  25,  1723,  ni.  Thomas  Bronson  ;  IV.  Su- 
sanna, b.  Nov.  10,  1725,  d.  1748;  Y.  Mary,  b.  June  4,  1728,  d.  1735  ; 
VE  Joseph,  b.  JuneG.  1730;  VIE  Jes^e,  b.  Feb.  12,  1733,  d.  1754  ;  VIH. 
Mary,  b,  Xov.  20,  1735,  d.  1748  ;  IX.  Eois,  b.  June  22,  1738,  m.  Eaac 
Johnson  of  Derby  ;  X.  David,  b.  Oct.  ]  4,  1741,  d.  1748. 

8.  Timothy,  son  of  John,  (3,)  dk  Mary,  dau.  of  Thos.  Ju>l<L  June 
25,  1719,  and  d.  Feb.  5,  1748-9.  Ch.  :  E  Samuel,  b.  Sept.  17, 
1721,  (see  p.  399  ;)  IE  Timothy,  b.  Sept.  8,  1723,  m.  Jan.  14,  1741-2, 
Jemima,  dau.  of  Abraham  ScoviU  of  Simsbury  ;  HE  Iluldah,  b.  DcC. 
22,  1725,  m.  Abijah  liichards ;  IV.  Hannah,  b.  April  11.  1728,  m. 
Thos.  E^pson  ;  V.  Sarah,  b.  May  25,  1730.  rn.Tiaiuthv  Clark  ;  VE  Jame-^ 
b.  June  2G,  1732,  d.  July  4,  1754  ;  VIE  Daniel,  b,  Oct.  10,  173G,  (s^^e 
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p.  408;)  Yin.  Mary,  b.  June  27,  1737,  m.  John  Cosset;  IX.  Mark,  h. 
Sept.  18,  1739.  (See  p.  410.) 

9.  Stephen',  son  of  Ebeneze;\  (5,)  settled  in  Waterbury,  m.  Jeniinia, 
dau.  of  Jolm  Bronson,  Feb.  2G,  1729-30.  Ch. :  I.  Xoah,  b.  Jan.  20, 
1730-31;  II.  R^swell,  b.  May  18,1733;  III.  Micali,  b.  Marcii  0, 
1734-5. 

10.  Isaac,  son  of  Ebenezer,  (5,)  lived  in  Waterbury,  (Woleott,)  m. 
Mary,  dau.  of  Thomas  Ilickox,  Sept.  21, 1732.  She  d.  May  27,  170u.  Mr. 
Hopkins  d.  Jan.  13,  ISOo.  Ch. :  L  Obedience,  b.  Sept.  1,  1733,  d.  173o  ; 
II.  Siuieon,  b.  April  30,  1735,  d.  1736  ;  III.  llede,  b.  Xov.  21,  1737,  m. 
Samuel  Judd  ;  IV.  Simeon,  b.  Nov.  19,  1740  ;  V.  Irene,  b.  1742-3  ;  YI. 
Ruth,  b.  Dee.  20,  1745,  d.  1752  ;  YII.  Ore,  b.  June  18,  1748,  d.  1  749  ; 
YIIL  Mittee,  b.  Dee.  14,  1750,  d.  Xov.  1800;  IX.  Mary,  b.  Deo.  4, 
1753  ;  X.  ^YelL!le,  b.  June  2,  175G  ;  XL  Riuh,  b.  Dec,  10,  1750,  m.  l^t, 
Ziba  Norton,  2.j,  Tiios.  AYelton. 

11.  JuHX,  son  of  Stephen,  (7,)  lived  in  Waterbury,  m,  Sarali,  .lau.  of 
Benajah  Johuaon  of  Derl-y,  Dec.  13,  1749.  Slie  d.  and  he  m.  2 J,  Pa- 
tience ,  who  d.  July  23,  1802.     He  d.  May  12,  1802.    Cli. :  1. 

Sarah,  b.  Oct.  1,  1750,  m.  Stephen  Culver;  II.  Susanna,  b.  Sept,  20, 
1752,  d.  1770  ;  III.  and  lY.  Mary  and  Mabel,  b.  Xov.  25,  1  755,  ^Jary 

m.  Ell  Curti--,  an  attorney,  Mabel  in.  Rev.  Camp;  Y,  Lois,  b. 

Xov.  13,  1757,  m.  John  llotchkiss ;  YL  David,  b.  Aug.  24,  1702,  ni. 
Mary,  dau.  of  Jonathan  Tiiompson  of  AVest  Ilaven,  July  4,  1791.  He, 
David,  is  father  of  David  Hopkins,  Esq.,  and  grandfather  of  Enos  Hop- 
kins, both  of  Xaugatuck.  VII.  Rlioda,  b.  Sept.  29,  1707,  m.  Frederi.  k 
Hotclikiss  of  l^rospect,  and  went  West;  YIIL  Patience,  b.  July  .2, 
1709,  d.  1770;  IX.  John,  b.  1770,  d.  1771  ;  X.  Patience,  b  Dec.  10, 
1774,  d.  unm.;  XL  Susanna,  b.  May  19,  1780,  d.  Oct.  1780;  XII. 
John,  b.  Feb.  19,  1782,  d.  young. 

12.  Stephen,  S'.ju  of  Stepheri,  (7,)  lived  in  AYaterbury  ;  ra.  Faiier.ce, 
dau.  of  Daac  rironson,  Oct.  11,1744.  Slie  d.  June  3,  1746,  and  he 
m.  Dorotliy,  dau.  of  James  Talmage  of  Xew  Haven,  Xov.  11,  174  7. 
She  d.  Oct.  22,  1761.  Ch. :  L  Anne,  b.  Oct.  1,  1744  ;  IL  Samuel,  b. 
Xov.  21,  1748,  ni.  Molly,  dau.  of  l>cudd  Miles  of  Wallingford,  Ji.ne  27. 
1771  ;  had  a  son,  Samuel  Miles,  (see  p.  410;)  IH.  Samuel,  b.  June  19, 
1750,  d.  April  14,  1801  ;  lY.  Stephen,  b.  April  22,  1754,  d.  1782  ;  Y. 
IIan!iah,  b.  Sept.  23,  1757;  YL  Esther,  b.  Aug.  29,  1700,  d.  Xov. 
4,  1701. 

13.  Joseph,  son  of  Stejiheii,  (7,)  m.  Ilepzibah,  dau.  of  Tho-.  L'lark, 
Xov.  28,  1754.  Slie  d.  July  29,  1800.  He  .1. 1801,  (see  p.  411.)  Ch. : 
L  Lisia,  b.  Aug.  27,  1755,  m.  Benoni  Upson,  D,  D.,  (see  [>,  443  ;)  L 
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A^a,  b.  Sept.  1,  iToT;  III.  Joseph,  b.  Jan.  9,  1760,  removed  to  Pait- 
liind,  N.  Y. ;  IV.  Daniel,  b.  April  8,  17G2,  settled  in  Hartford;  V- 
Esther,  b.  Feb,  25,  1764,  ni.  Mark  Bronson  ;  VI.  Jesse,  b.  Mav  20, 
1766;  YII.  Hepzibah,  b.  May  14,  1768,  m.  Ethel  Broiison  ;  VIIL  Han- 
nah, b.  May  31,  1770,  ni.  Stiles  Thompson  of  Middlebiiiy  ;  IX.  Sally,  b. 
Xov,  17,  17  72,  d.  at  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  iinni. 

14.  Makk,  son  of  Timothy.  (8  )  m.  Electa,  dan.  of  Rev.  Jolm  Sar- 
freant  (jf  Stockbridge,  Jan.  31,  1765,  (see  p.  410.)  C!i.:  L  Anjliibald, 
b.  March  25,  1706  ;  IT.  Henry,  b.  Dec.  28, 1767,  d.  in  1788,  unm. ;  III. 
Sewall,  b,  July  27,  1769 — had  one  son  and  five  daus, ;  lY,  John  Sar- 
g-eant,  b,  Ang^  27,  1771  — had  ch. ;  Y,  Louisa,  b.  July  17,  1774;  YI. 
Etlingham,  b.  1776,  d,  early. 

15.  Simeon,  son  of  Taac,  (10.)  lived  in  "XYaterbury,  m.  Lois.  daw.  of 
Obadiah  Richards,  Nov,  15,  1764,  and  d.  May  4,  1793.  Ch.  :  I.  Han- 
nah, b.  Aug:.  5,  1765  ;  H.  Sarah,  b.  June  2,  1767  ;  HI,  Electa,  b.  July 
8,  1770;  lY.  Isaac,  b.  Jan.  11,  1773;  Y.  Lois,  b.  July  21,  1775  ;  YL 
Riciiards  Obadiah,  b.  Jan.  11,  1778  ;  YIL  Polly,  b.  Sept.  19,  1779;  YIIL 
Harvey,  b.  June  9,  1782, 

16.  Asa,  son  of  Josepli,  (13.)  removed  from  Waterbury  to  Hartli'rd. 
He  m.  Rebecca,  dau.  of  Benjamin  Payne,  Dec.  1,  1784.  She  Se])t, 
17,  1791,  and  he  m.  Abigail,  dau,  of  Peter  Benham  of  \Yetherstield, 
Oct,  10,  1793,  and  d,  Dec.  4,  1805.  Ch. :  L  Catharine  Payne,  b.  Oct, 
24,  1785;  H,  Amelia,  b.  Jan.  4,  1787  ;  HI.  Maria,  b.  Oct.  16.  1790; 
I Y,  Henry,  b.  Sept.  3,  1794  ;  Y.  Rev.  Asa  T.Hopkins,  D.  D.,  first  s-tiled 
at  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  afterwards  pastor  of  the  Bleeker  st.  Church,  Utic.i, 

Y.,  and  still  later,  of  the  First  I'resbyterian  church,  Buflalo,  N.  Y., 
wliere  he  d.  Nov.  27,  1847. 

17.  Joseph,  son  of  Joseph,  (13.)  ,m.  Ruth.  dau.  of  Abijah  Gilbert  of 
Sah-m,  X.  Y.,  Jan.  22,  1784.  Ho  settled  in  Waterbury,  removed  th.ence 
to  Rutland,  Jelierscn  Co.,  N.  Y.  Ch.:  L  Anna,  b.  March  9,  1786  ;  II. 
Gilbert,  b,  Dec.  1787  ;  IH.  Rebecra,  b,  Maivh  21,1790  ;  lY.  Sophia,  b. 
Dec.  20,  1791  ;  Y.  Jesse,  b.  Feb.  23,  1794,  d.  1818;  YL  Joseph,  b. 
Oct.  26,  1796  ;  YH,  Eliza,  b,  Dec.  2,  1793  YHl.  Henry,  b.  IWk  10, 
1803  (:)  IX.  Mary  Ann,  b,  ^rarch,  1806  (?)  X.  Emily,  b.  A])ril,  1*08. 

18.  Jesse,  son  of  Joseph.  (13,)  m.  Betsey  Goo-iwin  of  Hartford,  Itec, 
3,  1794,  She  d.  lYb.  14,  1799.  Ch.  :  L  'petsey,  b.  Dec.  8,  1795  ;  11. 
Sally  G.,  Sept.  13,  1708,  (see  p.  412.) 

19.  Anne,  dau.  of  Joseph,  (17,)  m.  Josiah  Tyler  of  Rutlan-:,  X.  Y. 
Ch.:  Jes,-ie  Hopkins  and  Josiah  Benn.-t. 

20.  Gilbert,  son  of  Joseph,  (17.)  m,  Bf-tsey  Sherm.an  of  Rutland, 
X.  Y.    Ch.:  Ann,  Gustavus,  Maria,  Siimuel,  George,  Morris  and  Jane, 
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21.  Rebecca,  dan.  of  Joseph,  (1 7,)  in.  Abel  Doolittle.  Cb. :  William, 
Eliza,  Henry  and  Justus. 

22.  Sophia,  daii.  of  Joseph,  (17,)  ni.  AVilliam  Sill  of  Rodmn.n,  X.  Y. 
Cb.;  Mary,  John  Sterling,  Edward  and  Elizabetli. 

23.  Joseph,  son  of  Joseph,  (17,)  m.  Paraelia  Picket  of  Gouverneur, 
N.  Y.    Cb. :  Bower,  vSara,  Emily,  Brayton  and  others. 

24.  Eliza,  dau.  of  Joseph,  (17,)  m.  Rev.  Banks,  and  after- 
wards, Mr.  Holgate  of  Utica,  N.  Y.  Ch. :  Jane,  Frances,  Asa  Hopkins 
and  Arbella  Eliza. 

25.  Hexry,  son  of  Joseph,  (17,)  m.  Celestia,  dau.  of  Dea.  David 
Tyler  of  Rutland,  X.  Y.,  in  1829.  Ch.  :  Charles,  Catharine,  Marilia, 
Mary  Ann  and  Henry  Tyler. 

26.  Mary  x\nn,  dau.  of  Joseph,  (17,)  ra.  George  M.  Foster,  Esq.  of 
Ogdensburg,  N.  Y.    Cli. :  none. 

27.  Emily,  dau,  of  Joseph,  (17.)  m.  Israel  Lamb,  Esq.  of  Ogdensburg, 
N.  Y.    Ch.:  Frances,  George  and  two  others. 

HOTCHKISS. 

1.  Samuel  Hotchkiss,  (probably  from  Essex,  England,  and  tradiiionai 
brother  of  John  of  Guilford,  Conn.,  Avhose  name  was  written  liu'igke, 
Hodgkin,  Hotchkin,  dre.,)  was  at  New  Haven  as  early  as  IG-ll.  In  Aug. 
1642,  he  m.  Elizabeth  Cleverly,  and  d.  Dec.  28,  1603,  leaving  children 
as  follows  :  I.  John,  b.  1G43,  remained  at  New  Haven,  and  m.  Eliza- 
beth, dau.  of  Henry  Peck,  Dec.  4,  1672.  His  descendants  are  nuiPier- 
ous,  and  found  in  many  parts  of  the  country.  He  had  a  son,  Capt.  John, 
w-ho  m.  Mary  Chaiterton  at  New  Haven,  in  1694,  and  settled  ^-^arly  at 
Chesliire,  wdio  had  a  son  John,  b.  in  1094.  The  last  named  John 
had  Jason,  b,  in  1710,  who  was  father  of  Sarah,  who  ra.AVilliani  Law, 
and  became  the  motlier  of  Jonathan  Law,  E-q.,  now  of  Cheshire:  II. 
Samuel,  b.  1645,  m.  Sarah  Tallmage,  in  1678,  settled  at  East  IIunvd, 
and  d.  in  1705.  He  liad,  }>Iary,  Sarah,  Samuel,  James  and  Abigail, 
IILJame'^,  b.  1647,  probablv  d.  without  issue;  IV.  Jo-hua,  b.  S-.-pt.  16, 
P7.51,  lived  at  New  Haven;  V.  Thomas,  b.  Dec.  1654,  m,  Saridi  Wil- 
mot,  Nov.  28,  1677,  and  d.  1711.  He  had  ch.,  amono;  -vvliom  were, 
Samuel,  Anna  and  Sarah  ;  VI.  Daniel,  b.  June  8,  1657,  m.  Esiher 
Sperry,  June  20,  1683,  and  d.  in  1712.  He  liad,  Eliza,  Daniel,  Oba- 
diah,  Rebecca  and  others. 

2.  Ens.  Joshua,  son  of  Samuel,  (1.)  was  married  twice  or  oftener. 
He  was  a  leading  man  at  New  Haven.  Ch.  :  1.  Mary,  b.  April  30.  1  6  70  ; 
11.  Dea.  Stephen,  b.  Aug.  12,  1681,  settled  at  Cheshire;  III.  Matrha.  b. 
Dec.  14,  1633,  m.  Thomas  Brooks  of  New  Haven,  in  1702,  wh.'->  '^  -tih  d 
at  Cheshire,  and  is  the  progenitor  of  mo^t  of  the  name  now  i-e>iding  in 
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the  last  mentioned  place  ;  IV.  Priscilla,  d.  1G8S;  V.  Abraliaia,  settled 
at  Bethany,  had  three  daughters;  XL  Desire,  d.  in  1702;  VII.  I>;uic, 
b.  June,  1701,  settled  at  Bethany,  and  had  a  large  fainily,  among  whom 
were,  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob;  VIII.  Jacob,  b,  Feb.  7,  170-1,  sculed 
on  the  old  homestead,  at  New  Haven,  but  afterwards  removed  to  ILim- 
den,  and  had  ch.  Some  of  his  sons  remained  at  Hamden.  One  of 
them  removed  to  Derby. 

3.  Dea.  Stephen,  son  of  Ens.  Joshua,  (2,)  m.  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  John 
Sperry,  at  New  Haven,  Dec.  12,  1704.  He  bought  lands  at  Cheshire, 
in  1706,  and  removed  thither  the  next  year.  His  ch.  were,  I.  Joshua^' 
b.  Aug.  20,  1705  ;  II.  Elizabeth,  b.  1706,  d.  young;  IIL  Mary,  b.  Jan. 
1,  1708,  m.  Xathan  Barnes  ;  IV.  Hannah,  b.  Jan.  10,  1710,  m.  Srephen 
Atwater ;  V.  Elizabeth,  b.  Feb.  18,  1712  ;  VI.  Dea.  Gideon,  b.  Deo,  .5, 
1716,  and  settled  in  AVaterbury ;  VH.  Stephen,  b.  Dec.  1,  1718,  m. 
Thankful  Cook,  and  had,  Esther,  Thankful,  Susanna  and  Stepheji  ;  MIL 
Silas,  b.  Xov.  22,  1719,  m.  wid.  O'cott ;  IX.  Hannah,  b.  Feb.  2;3,  1  722  ; 
X.  Bailishua,  b.  Sept.  1,  172G,  m.  Ralph  Lines  ;  XI.  Benjamin,  b.  I'Vb. 
1,  1728,  ra.  Elizabeth  Ftoberts;  XH.  Xoah,  b.  Xov.  24,  1 7-30,  d.  Jan. 
13.  1760. 

4.  Dea.  Gideox,  son  of  Stephen,  (3.)  m.  Anna  Brocket,  June  18, 
1737,  who  d.  and  he  m.  2d,  Mabel,  dau.  of  Isaac  Stiles  of  Southbury. 
He  settled  in  the  soutlieast  part  of  AVaterbury,  about  1736,  and  when 
the  society  of  Salem  was  organized  he  was  made  a  deacon  of  the 
church.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  and  active  supporters  of  the 
church  and  society  of  Columbia,  (now  Prospect,)  was  a  leading  man  in 
the  town,  and  served  in  both  the  French  and  Ptevolutionary  w;irs.  He 
d.  Sept.  3,  1807,  having  lived  to  see  105  grand  ch.,  155  great  gran^i  ch., 
and  four  of  the  fifth  generation.  Ch. :  I.,  Jesse,  b.  173S  ;  11.  Davi-l,  b. 
April  5,  1740,  ra.  —  AVilliams  ;  HI.  Abraliara,  d.  1742  ;  IV.  Abraham, 
b.  1743,  d.  Oct.  29,  1806;  V.  Gideon,  b.  Dec.  1744,  m.  and  liad  ch., 
among  whom  was  Jesse,  wdio  m.  Elizabeth  King.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
d.  in  1833,  of  the  cholera.  They  had  a  son,  Geo.  A.,  v.dio  now  usi.lrs 
in  Indiana.  VI.  Iludlah,  b.  June  27,  1747,  m.  Jo.iah  Paine;  VII. 
Anna,  b.  Oct.  22,  1740,  m.  Reuben  Williams  ;  VIII.  Amos,  b.  Xov.  24, 
1751  ;  IX.  Submit,  b.  June  2,  1753,  m.  David  Paine;  X.  Titus,  b.  June 
26,  1755,  m.  Rachel  Guernsey;  XL  Eben,  b.  Dec.  13,  1757,  m.  Mary, 
dau.  of  Gideon  Sanford  of  Cheshire,  Feb.  15,  1781,  and  bad  ch.,  among 
whom  was  Gideon  }tlills,  now^  living  in  Prospect,  on  or  near  th^i  old 
homestead;  XIL  Asahel,  b.  Foi).  15,  17G0 ;  XIH.  Benoni.  "'lid 
before  born,  July  27,  1762  ;"  XIV.  Mabel,  b.  May  23,  17G4,  m.  Ch-.on- 
cey  Judd,  and  d.  May  o,  1797;  XV.  Phebe,  b.  Aug.  3,  1765,  m.  Reu- 
ben Williams,  and  d.  1789  ;  XVI.  Stiles,  b.  Jan.  31,  1768,  m.  Poily 
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Horton,  ;ind  Lad  Amanda,  Sherman,  Demas,  Maisliall,  and  a  dnu.  who 
d.  youn^.  He  lived  in  Prospect;  XVIT.  Olive,  b.  Nov.  21,  1700,  m. 
William  Jones;  XVIIT.  Melliscent,  b.  May  IG,  1771,  m.  David  San- 
ford  ;  XIX.  Arazi,  b.  July  3,  1774,  resides  in  Meriden. 

5.  Jesse,  son  of  Dea.  Gideon,  (4,)  ra.  a  dau.  of  Peter  M;i!lory  of 
Stratford,  Oct.  2,  1750,  and  d.  in  the  army,  Sept.  20,  1776.  He  had, 
I.  Asahel,  b.  1760;  IT.  Charity,  b.  1761-  III.  Bulah,  b.  1702;  IV. 
Gabril,  b.  1703;    V.  Pebecca,  b.  1765;    VI.  Temperance,  b.  1707; 

Vn.  b.  17GS:  VIII.  Chloe,  b.  1771  ;  IX.  Anna,  b.  1772;  X. 

Iluldah,  b.  1774;  XL  Jesse,  b.  1776. 

6.  David,  son  of  Dea.  Gideon,  (4,)  m.  Abigail  Douglas  of  }.!eriJen, 

Nov,  21,  1703,  who  d.  April  5,  1775,  and  he  m.  2d,  To'ld,  Julv  5. 

1T75;  Ch.:  I.  Aseneth,  b.  1764;  II.  Sarah,  b.  1766;  HI.  Fred- 
erick, b.  176S;  IV.  Levina,  b.  1770;  Y.  Amraphel,  b.  1772  ;  VI.  Cyrus, 
I).  1774  ;  VIL  Charles  To.Jd,  b.  1776  ;  VIII.  Abigail,  b.  1778  ;  IX.'  Gil- 
lard,  b.  1780  ;  X.  Peninah,  b.  1783. 

7.  Abraham,  son  of  Dea.  GidtdOn,  (4,)  lived  in  AVatertown,  m.  Sarah, 
dau.  of  John  Weed,  Dec.  28,  1767,  and  d.  Oct.  20,  1806.  Ch.:  I.  John, 
b.  1763  ;  II.  Ezra,  b.  1772  ;  III.  Lois,  b.  1773  ;  IV.  Hannah,  b.  1775  ; 
V.  Joel,  b.  1781  ;  VL  Benjamin,  b.  1786. 

8.  Amos,  son  of  Dea.  Gideon,  (4.)  m.  xVbigail,  dau.  of  Ephraim  Scott, 
Dec.  24,  1772.  Ch.:  L  Woodward,  b.  Oct.  10,  1773  ;  IL  Sabra,  b.  July 
19,  1777;  HL  Avera,  b.  April  5,  1770;  IV.  Molly,  b.  Feb.  0,  1783  ; 
Y.  Orel,  b.  April  1  1,  1755,  d.  1780  ;  VL  Amos  H.,  b.  Feb.  18,  1788  ; 
YIL  Orren,  b.  April  1,  1702,  sealed  in  Naugatuck  ;  YIIL  Abigail  0., 
b.  Sept.  10,  1770,  d.  1804. 

9.  Asahel,  son  of  Dea.  Gideon,  (4,)  m.  Sarah  Williams,  March  22, 
ITSl,  who  d.  in  1794,  and  he  m.  2d,  Phebe  Merriam  of  Cheshire,  June, 
•7,  1704;  Ch.  :  L  Sally,  b.  1781;  IL  Curtiss.  b.  1783;  HI.  Dyer.  b. 
1785,  has  a  family,  lives  in  Naugatuek  ;  IV.  Esther,  b.  1788;  V.  Tem- 
perance, b.   1707,  m.  Andrews,  re.-ides  in  Sharon,  Conn.;  AL 

xVsahel  A.,  b.  1700,  resides  in  Sharon,  has  a  family;  YIL  M.ircus,  b. 
1801,  lives  in  Naua'atn*  k.  has  a  family;  VIII.  Phebe  ALirin,  b.  1805. 

10.  AVooDWARD,  son  of  Amos.  (8.)  m.  Pully,  dau.  of  Ca|)t.  Iliineas 
Castle,  April  2,  1707.  Tliey  are  both  living  and  reside  in  I'rospect. 
Ch.  :  L  Ca'^tle,  b. May  10,  1708,  m.  Artemesia  Stillraan  of  Burlington, 
Conn.,  and  reuioved  to  Ohio;  IL  Wm.,  b.  Aug.  1800,  m.  Elizabeth 
Thorndike  of  Va.— settled  in  Ohio,  and  d.  in  March,  1842  ;  HI.  Rho.Ia, 
b.  Jan.  25,  1803,  m.  F.  M.  Benham  and  removed  to  Ohio;  ]\'.  PvHy, 
b.  July  3,  1805,  m.  Hervev  Nurton  and  settled  in  Western  N.  Y.  ;  A  . 
Julius,  b.  July  11,  1810,  ra.  ^Ldissa,  dau.  of  Enoch  Perkins  of  Oxford, 


508 


HISTORY  OF  WATERBURY. 


Conn.,  April  29,  1832,  and  at  present  resides  in  Middletown.  IIo  wa?^ 
the  first  mayor  of  the  city  of  ATaterbury  ;  VI.  Albert,  b.  April  10, 
1S13,  m.  Abbey  Ben io  of  Middletown,  and  d.  Jan.  22,  1844;  VII. 
Sarah  C,  b.  Sept.  8,  181S,  and  d.  Nov.  1848. 

JUDD. 

1.  Dea.  Thomas  Judd*  of  Farming-ton  had  ch.,  Elizabeth,  William, 
Thomas,  John,  Benjamin,  Mary,  Ruth,  Philip  and  Samuel. 

2.  William,  Sf>n  of  Dea.  Thomas,  (1,)  had,  Mary,  Thomas,  John, 
Piachel,  Samuel,  Daniel  and  Elizabeth. 

3.  Lieut.  Thomas,  son  of  Dea.  Thomas,  (1,)  had,  Thoma^,  John  and 
Sarah. 

3.  Dea.  Thomas,  son  of  William,  (2)  had,  Wihiam,  Martha,  Rachel, 
Sarah,  ilannali,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  Ruth  and  Stephen. 

5.  Thomas,  son  of  Lieut.  Thomas,  (3,)  had,  Thomas,  Joseph,  Sarah, 
Ehzabeth,  Joannah,  Joseph,  Ebenezer,  Mary,  Rachel  and  x\bioail. 

0.  Joiix,  sou  of  Lieut.  Thoma^,  (3,)  m.  Hannah,  dau.  of  Serg-.  Samuel 
Ilickox,  April  16,  1690,  and  d.  in  1717.  His  wid.  d.  July  17,  1750. 
Ch.:  L  Hannah,  b.  Feb.  2,  lG97,d.  March  12,  1713  ;  IL  John,  b.  June 
28,  1099;  HL  Samuel,  b.  Nov.  6,  1703;  IV.  Thomas,  b.  Jan.  10, 
1705,  d.  1700;  V.  Thomas,  b.  July  10,  1707;  VL  Benjamin,  b.  Aug. 

28,  1710;  VH.  Ebenezer,  b.  1713. 

7.  Capt.  William,  son  of  Dea.  Thomas.  (4,)  m,  Mary  Root,  and  d.  J.'iu. 

29,  1772.  Ch.:  1.  Timothy,  b.  Dec.  28,  1713  ;  II.  Stephen,  b.  Aug.  17, 
1715  ;  HI.  Hannah,  b.  Sept.  12,  I7l7,  d.  unm. ;  'V.  Jonathan,  b.  Oct.  4, 
1719,  (:-ee  p.  42 1  ;)  V.  A  dau.,  d.  without  a  name  ;  VI.  Elnathan,  b.  Aug.  7, 

1724  :  VL  }dary.  b.  Nov,  22,  1727,  ra.  1st,  Thomas  Richards,  2d,  

Hurlbut;  VHL  William,  b.  Jan.  12,  1729-30;  IX.  Sarah,  b.  Nov.  30, 
1732,  m.  Benjamin  Richards. 

8.  Joseph,  son  of  Thomas,  (5.)  returned  from  Kensington  and  set- 
th'd  in  present  Naui^atuck.  He  m.  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Rt)bert  Royce  of 
Wallingtbrd,  Nov.  10,  1720,  and  d.  Feb.  10,  1750.  His  wid.  d.  May 
3  4,  1770.  Ch.:  L  Isaac,  b.  Nov.  18,  1727;  H.  Phebe,  b.  May  10, 
1729;  III.  Elizabeth,  b.  April  7,  1732,  m.  Abner  Lewis,  and  iivcil  in 
Sanderstield,  ]Mass. ;  IV.  Lois,  b.  Jan.  9,  1735,  d.  1750;  V.  Ebenezer.  b. 
Nov.  23,  1737  ;  VL  Ruth,  b.  May  23,  1740,  ni.  Abraham  Lewis:  VH. 
Abigail,  b.  June  2.3,  1742-3,  d.  1750. 

9.  Lieut,  John,  son  of  Jolm,  (6,)  m.  Mercy,  dau.  of  Samuel  Bronson 


*  For  a  full  account  of  the  three  first  generations  of  this  family,  see  p.  155  of  this  work.  The 
reader  is  also  referred  to  an  extended  genealogy  by  Sylvester  Judd,  Esq.,  of  Nortliami-tun, 
Mass. 
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of  Kensington,  Jan.  6,  1731-2.  She  d.  1737.  He  d.  May  11,  1707, 
Ch. :  I.  Jemima,  b.  Nov.  12,  1732,  m.  David  Taylor,  1760,  d.  17G1  ;  11. 
Samuel,  b.  Dec.  20,  1734;  III.  Xoah,  b.  Oct.  13,  1737. 

10.  Samuel,  son  of  John,  (6,)  m.  Elizabeth,  dcui.  of  David  Scott,  Jan. 
13,  1730-31;  lived  in  Vv^atertown— d.  Jan.  30,  1793.  Cli. :  I.Asa, 
b.  Sept.  29,  1726;  II.  Esther,  b.  Aug.  11,  1728,  m.  Cyrus  Stosve;  III. 
Hannah,  b.  Nov.  8,  1731,  m.  David  Garnsey  ;  lY.  John,  b.  Auir.  4, 
1733. 

11.  TfiOMAS,  son  of  John,  (6,)  m.  Ann,  dau.  of  Daniel  Port<.'r.  May 
11,  1732,  and  d.  1739.  Ilis  wid.  m.  James  Nichols.  Ch. :  1.  Miclinp'l, 
b.  Sept.  7,  1733,  d.  Oct.  8,  1734;  II.  Micha-d,  b.  Aug.  24,  1735  ;  IIL 
Susanna,  b.  Jan.  23,  1737-8,  m.  Ezra  Bronson,  Esq.,  Sept.  6,  1753. 

12.  Benjamin,  son  of  John,  (6,)  m.  Abigail,  dau.  of  Gilbert  Adams 
of  Simsbury,  Jan.  8,  1738.  She  d.  Nov.  7,  1755.  He  removed  from 
Waterbury  to  ITarwinton — was  a  p}ly^ician.  Ch. :  1.  A  dau.,  b.  April 
30,  1739;  TI.  Benjamin,  b.  June  6,  1740,  d.  young;  III.  Thomas,  b. 
April  12,  1743  ;  IV.  Annis,  b.  Nov.  25,  1744,  ra.  an  Alford  ;  V.  Joel, 
b.  July  15,  1748.  m,  M^rcy  Hickox  ;  ch.,  l.Uri;  2,  Benjamin  IL.  wlio 
now  lives  in  Watertown;  3,  Randall  ;  4,  Uri ;  5,  Lucy;  YL  Benj;imin, 
b.  Jan.  8,  1 755. 

13.  Ebexezer,  son  of  John,  (6,)  ra.  Mary,  dau.  of  Josepli  Hawkins  of 
Derby,  Nov.  17,  1742,  and  removed  to  Ciaremont,  N.  IL  Cli. :  I. 
Brewster,  b.  ,Jan.  12,  1744.  was  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  removed  to 
New  Hamp^liire  ;  II.  Enoch,  b.  July  21,  1745,  m.  Iphenia  Warner,  no 
eh.;  III.  Ebenezer,  b.  May  28,  1747,  went  to  New  Hampshire;  IV. 
Sarah,  b.  Jan.  2,  1749,  d.  1755  ;  Y.  David,  b.  Oct.  11,  1750.  d.  unm.  :  VI. 
Benajah,  b.  S'^pt.  15,  1752,  d.  in  the  Revolutionary  service  ;  VH.  Amos, 
b.  St-pt.  11,  1755,  no  ch,  ;  YIIL  Hawkins,  m.  Annis  Butler;  IX.  Sarah, 
m.  Ephraim  Page  ;  X.  Mary,  m.  l^enjamin  Alden  ;  XL  Hannah. 

14.  TiMOTOY,  E-q.,  son  of  "William,  (7.)  graduated  at  Yale  Coiir-^-e  in 
1737,  lived  in  Y"fstbury,  was  a  magistrate,  <i:c.  He  m.  Alarch  29, 
1744,  Mary,  dau.  of  Thomas  Clark.  She  d.  Nov,  S,  1744.  an  i  lie  m. 
Melliscent,  wlL  of  John  S outhmayd.  Oct.  9.  1749,  who  d.  Maivli  26, 
1703,  and  he  m.  3^1,  Ann,  wid.  of  I'enjamin  Sed'jfwick,  an*]  mother  of 
Judn^e  Theodore  Sedgwick.  He  m.  4th,  Mary,  wid.  of  Samuel  Foote. 
She  d.  Oct.  1785.  Ch. :  L  Mary,  b.  Nov.  11,  1751,  m.  an  Andru<^.  and 
lived  in  Bini:hampt.on,  N,  Y. ;  II.  Par^henia,  1,>.  Aug.  0,  1754.  m.  Avery 
Skilton,  March  20,  1771.  He  was  a  son  of  Dr.  Henry  Skilton  from 
England,  aih!  liv-.^-l  in  Bethlcm  and  AYattM-ro'.vn.  She  d.  March  30, 
1829.  HI.  Aih-n  S.,  b.  Oct.  5,  1750,  live<]  in  Northtiell— removed  to 
Windsor,  N.  Y.— ha<l  eleven  ch.  ;  lY.  L^iiles,  b.  Oct.  30,  1758,  d.  Sep^  3, 
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1759  ;  Y.  Melliscent,  b.  Aug.  21,  1700,  li.  Aug.  SO,  1762  ;  VI.  Timotbv 
b.  Jan.  21,  1763,  d.  May  26,  1763. 

15.  Stephen,  son  of  AVilb'am,  (7,)  m.  Margary,  dau.  of  Caleb  Clark, 
May  31,  1743.  She  d.  Feb.  11,  1746-7,  and  be  m.  2d,  Mary,  dau.  of 
Tbomas  Vr'beeler  of  "Woodbury,  April  28,  1748,  wbo  d.  Aug.  11, 
1749.  He  then  m.  Lydia,  dau.  of  Dr.  Ebenezer  Warner  of  Woodbury, 
March  13,1751.  She  d.  June  2,  1 70 i,  and  he  in.  4ih,  Else,  wid.  of 
Phineas  Matthews,  Xov.  10,  1768,  and  d.  Oct.  12,  1771.  His  fourth 
wife  d.  with  ber  son  Erastus  at  Jetlerson,  X.  Y.,  Aug.  1799.  Ch. :  T. 
Thomas,  b.  Feb.  9,  1743-4,  removed  to  Uarper.^field,  X.  Y. — bad  eight 
di.  ;  II.  Lydia,  b.  Sept.  18.  1745,  m.  Justus  Daily;  HI.  Daniel,  b.  May 
9,  1749,  d.  Aug.  1749;  lY.  Daniel,  b.  Jan.  17,  1751-52— was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  expedition  to  Quebec,  where  he  d.  Feb.  2,  1776,  of  small- 
pox :  Y.  Hannah,  b,  Oct.  31, 1753,  m.  Abijab  Baird,  lived  at  Harpersfield  ; 
VI.  Freeman,  b.  Aug.  10,  1755 — was  in  the  expedition  to  Quebec.  He 
d.  at  Lock-port,  N.  Y.,  Marcb  5,  1840 — had  thirteen  cb. ;  VH.  Stephen,  h- 
May  1,  1757,  settled  in  Harpersfield,  X.  Y. — no  cb. — d.  Jan.  8,  1821  ; 
YIIL  '-Margret,"  b.  Jan.  23,  1759,  m.  Noble  Atwood  ;  IX.  Ebon  War- 
ner, b.  April  12,  1761,  removed  to  Middlebury,  Vt.,  and  d.  tliere,  Sept. 
18,  1837— bad  four  ch. ;  X.  Erastus  b.  June  29,  1771,  m.  Iliith  Hick- 
ox,  and  went  to  Jetferson,  X.  Y.,  where  he  d.  May  22,  1837.  He  had 
nine  ch. 

16.  Elnatfian,  son  of  AVilliam,  (7,)  m.  Miriam,  dau.  of  Samuel 
Richards,  Xov.  28,  1752.  He  li'-ed  in  \Yestbury,  and  d.  there  Jan. 
3,  1777.  His  wid.  d.  at  Paris.  X.  Y.,  Jan.  12,  1806.  Ch.:  L  Richard 
Samuel,  b.  Oct.  16,  1753,  d.  in  Clinton,  X.  Y.,  April  6,  1821— left  no 
ch.  :  11  Clarinda,  b.  May  16,  1755,  d.  unm.  Xov.  29,  1804  ;  IIP  Sarah, 
b.  Sept.  14,  1757,  d.  unm.,  Marcb,  1790;  IV.  Dotba,  b.  Feb.  26,  1760, 
m.  Maj.  Josepli  Cutler — bad  11  ch.  and  d.  at  Bulfalo,  X.  Y.,  Sept.  6, 
1833:  V.  Consider,  b.  June  13,  1762,  d.  next  day;  VL  Melliscent,  b. 
July  7,  1763,  ra.  Samuel  Prentice— went  West,  had  5  ch.,  and  d.  Feb. 
23,  1328  ;  VH.  Miriam,  b.  April  12,  1766,  ra.  Smith  Arnold.  He  be- 
came a  Methodist  minister  and  lived  in  various  places  in  X.  Y. :  VIII. 
Elnathan,  b.  Dec.  7,  1773,  removed  to  Paris,  X.  Y.,  thence  to  Troy, 
Mich.,  was  a  physician,  and  d.  Sept.  4,  1845. 

17.  William,  son  of  William,  (7,)  m.  Mary,  dau.  of  Isaac  Castle.  Xov. 
2,  1752,  who  d.  March  12,  1777,  and  be  ra.  2d,  wid.  Sarah  Green  of 
Stamford,  Oct.  1778.  He  removed  to  Harpersfield,  X.  Y.,  and  thence 
to  Jefferson,  where  he  d.  Xov.  22,  1815.  Ch.:  L  Demas,  b.  Sept.  10, 
1753,  ni.  Maranah  Garnsey,  removed  to  Jefferson,  X.  Y.,  and  d.  St^pt. 
2-2,  1840— liad  14  cb.  ;  IL  Balmarine,  b.  Sept.  20,  1755,  m.  Abigail 
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Thompson,  lived  in  Iluntino^ton,  Conn.,  and  d.  May  10,  1840 — had  10 
oil.;  III.  William,  b.  April  1,  1758— went  to  Jetierson,  X.  Y.,  d.  Aug. 

24,  1839 — was  a  Revolutionary  pensioner;  IV.  Mary  Root,  1;.  l)ec. 
21,  1759,  m.  Daniel  Garnsey  and  went  to  Ilarpersfield,  X.  Y. ;  V. 
"  Luce,"  b.  July  2,  1764,  m.  Isaac  Garnsey — went  to  Harperstieid  :  YI. 
Shelden,  b.  July  10,  1707,  d.  17G8;  YII.  Shelden,  b.  Oct.  17.  17G8, 
lived  at  Scipio,  N.  Y.,  and  d.  May  12,  1806— had  4  cb.  ;  VJH. 
"  Pertbena,"  b.  Dec.  3,  1771,  unm.  IX.  Marvin,  b.  May  10,  1775, 
settled  in  Jefferson,  X.  Y. — ba.i  1  son. 

18.  Isaac,  son  of  Joseph,  (8,)  m.  Anna,  dau.  of  Daniel  'Wiiiiam-, 
June  23,  1751-2.  lie  lived  at  Judd's  Meadow,  and  d.  June  10,  1808. 
His  wid.  d.  July  1,  1822.  Cli.:  1.  Roswell,  b.  X"ov.  6,  1752,  m.  Lois 
Scott,  June  17,  1777.  He  lived  in  Salem  and  had  9  cb. ;  II.  Rosanna, 
b.  Oct.  0,  1754.  m.  1st,  Edward  Perkins,  2d,  James  Brown;  III.  l.^aar, 
b.  Xov.  19,  1750,  m.  Patience  Hammond,  and  settled  in  Woodbridge, 
Conn. — bad  7  ch.;  IV.  Walter,  b.  X^'ov.  11,  1758,  m.  Margaret  Terril, 
May  3,  1782,  lived  in  Salem  so 3.,  and  d.  April  2,  1833 — bad  6  ch. ;  V. 
Apaline,  b.  Jan.  25,  l7Gl,m.  Elias  Lounsbury  of  Bethany  ;  VI.  Chaun- 
cey,  b.  July  8,  1764,  lived  in  Salem,  was  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  m. 
1st,  Mabel,  dau.  of  Gideon  Ilotcbkiss,  2d,  Eunice  French— bad  10  ch.  ; 
VIL  and  VIII.  Anna  and  Ruth,  b.  July  6,  1767  ;  Anna  d.  in  1773 — 
Ruth  m.  Andrew  Smith,  and  had  5  ch. ;  IX.  Milla,  b.  0<.'t.  1709,  ni. 
Isaac  Perkins  of  Bethany;  X.  Reuben,  b.  May  28,  1772,  m.  Dorcas 
Smith,  had  2  ch.  and  d.  at  Bethany,  July  4,  1840;  XL  Asel,  b.  June 
23,  1770,  m.  Polly  Johnson,  and  d.  at  Bethany,  Oct.  13,  1834— had  4 
chi ;  XII.  Harvey,  b.  Dec.  3,  1778,  lived  in  Salem,  m.  1st,  Jemima 
Hickox,  Dec.  25,  1800,  who  d.  X^'ov.  1,  1803,  and  lie  m.  2d,  Mrs.  Lucy 
Twitchel,  formerly  a  Ilinman,  Aug.  12,  1810 — bad  7  ch. 

19.  Ebsn'ezer,  son  of  Joseph,  (8,)  m.  Anna  Charles,  Feb.  7,  1705. 
who  d.  Aug.  10,  1782,  and  he  m.  Betsey,  dau.  of  X^athan  Biil  of 
Cheshire,  Oct.  8,  1782.  He  was  tlien  resi'ling  in  Goshen.  She  d. 
Xov.  23,  1807,  and  he  m.  3d,  Mary  Ilurlbut,  Jan.  28,  1808,  and  remov- 
ed to  Cornwall,  Vt.,  and  thence  to  Onondaga,  X.  Y.    His  wife  d.  June 

25,  1821.  He  d.  Sept.  27,  1823.  Ch.  :  L  Charles,  b.  March  2,  1700.  d. 
1779  ;  II.  Abigail,  b.  ^Ll^ch  31,  1708,  m.  David  Landon  ;  live*!  a:;-!  d.  in 
Solon,  X".  Y.;  HI.  Allin,  b.  March  19,  1770,  d.  1772  ;  IV.  Allin, 
b.  March  9,  1772,  m.  Clarissa  Palmer;  lived  in  Orwell,  Vt.,  and  thence 
removed  to  the  State  of  X.  Y. — was  drowned  about  1817 — 0  ch. ; 
V.  Arazi,  b.  Dec.  21,  1774,  unm.;  VI.  Anna,  b.  March  10,  1  777,  m- 
Reuben  Dibble,  and  lived  in  German,  Chenango  Co.,  X".  Y. — boti),  .ieail; 
VIL  Asa,  b.  Feb.  11,  1780,  m.  Sarah  Burdick,  lived  in  German.  i<_-ft  2 
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dans.;  VIII.  Ambrose,  b.  Auo-.  23,  17S3,  ra.  Xancy  Johnson  of  South- 
bury,  Conn.,  Dec.  16,  1806  ;  resides  at  Marceikis,  N.  Y. — a  deacon — has 
5  ch. ;  IX,  Ruth,  b.  Oct.  19,  1785,  m.  Constant  Fenn,  resides  in  Onon- 
daga, N.  Y.;  X.  Esther,  b.  April  19,  1789,  d.  when  12  years  old. 

20.  Capt.  Samuel,  son  of  Lieut.  John,  (9,)  m.  Bede,  dau.  of  Isaac 
Hopkins,  March  31,  1763.  She  d.  March  20,  1810.  He  kept  a  public 
house  on  the  north  side  of  West  Main  street  52  years,  and  d.  Sept.  11, 
1825.  Ch. :  1.  Mary,  b.  Feb.  20,  1764,  ra.  Tiraon  Miles  of  Waterbury, 
Aprils,  1785,  d.  June  2,  1845;  11.  Olive,  b.  July  21,  1767,  nnra., 
d.  Nov.  3,  1849  ;  III.  John,  b.  April  11,  1769,  d.  1769;  lY.  Sarah,  b. 
Nov.  18,  1771,  m.  Israel  Ilohnes  from  Greenwich,  Sept.  9,  1773,  lived 
in  Waterbury  and  d,  March  19,  1821;  Y.  Hannah,  b.  June  7.  1774, 
imm.,  resides  on  the  old  homestead;  YI.  Samuel,  b.  June  5,  1777* 

21.  Noah,  son  of  Lieut.  John,  (9,)  m.  Rebecca,  dau.  of  Jonathan 
Prindle,  July  10,  1760.  He  lived  in  Watertown  and  d.  Sept.  3,  1822. 
His  widow  d.  March  19,  1838,  aijed  99.  Ch. :  I.  Jemima,  b.  Aug,  10, 
1761,  m.  Samuel  Woodwai'd ;  II.  Harvey,  b.  May  5,  1763,  went  to 
Coventry,  N.  Y., — had  four  ch. ;  HI.  Michael,  b.  Feb.  19,  1765,  went 
to  the  State  of  New  York,— had  6  ch. ;  lY.  Eleazar,  b.  Aug.  22,  1769, 
lived  iu  Watertown — had  ch.;  V.  Susannah,  m.  Ebenezer  French,  d. 
Oct.  31,  1832  ;  YI.  Leverett,  b.  about  1774,  m.  Olive  C.  Steel  and  re- 
sided iu  Bethlem,  Conn.  He  d.  Dec.  11,  1841.  His  wid.  d.  Feb.  20, 
1848.  Ch.:  Garwood,  has  ck—resides  in  the  State  of  New  York  :  2. 
Aima,  ra.  Titus  Pierce  and  resides  in  South  Britain;  3.  Daniel,  resides 
in  the  State  of  New  York;  4.  Erasmus,  lives  in  Ohio;  5.  Leverett  P., 
resides  in  Bethlem,  has  ch.  ;  YII.  Bethel,  graduated  at  Yale  Colle^^e  iu 
1797 — long  a  minister  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  received  the  de- 
irree  of  D.  D.  from  Washino^ton  Collei^e  in  1831  ;  YIII.  Ilannali,  m- 
 Deraming ;  IX.  Jonathan,— was  an  Episcopal  minister  at  Cam- 
bridge. Md. ;  X.  Elijah,  d.  Dec.  24,  1794,  a.  10  ;  XI.  Hannah,  d.  Nov. 
13,  1833. 

22.  John',  son  of  Samuel,  (10,)  m.  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Ebenezer  Rich- 
ards, April  10,  1755,  an<l  lived  in  Watertown.  She  d.  March  22,  1779? 
and  he  d,  Dec.  23,  1  793.  Ch.  :  I.  Levi,  b.  March  16,  1756,  d.  July  21, 
1756  ;  11.  Levi,  b.  Oct.,  1757,  m,  Eunice  Hubbard  and  had  10  ch.  He 
lived  in  Watertow^n  and  d.  Nov.  30,  1810;  III.  Abigail,  b.  Juiy  3i 
1760,  d.  1760;  lY.  John,  b.  June  27,  1661,  went  West;  Y.  Chandh.-r, 
b.  April  3,  1763;  YL  Abigail,  b.  April  7,  1  765;  YIL  Susanna,  b. 
March  19,  1769  ;  YIL  Annah,  b.  Sept.  26,  1772  ;  IX.  Esther,  b.  Feb. 
11, 1775. 

23.  Asa,  son  of  Samuel,  (10.)  m.  Melliscent,  dau.  of  Samuel  Siikrigs, 


APPEXDIX. 


513 


June  27,  1761.  Ch. :  L  Mercy,  b.  Nov.  29,  1761  ;  11.  Samuel,  b.  Feb. 
28,  1763  ;  III.  Melliscent,  b.  March  29,  1765  ;  IV.  Asa;  V.  Elkanah  ; 
VI.  x\lpheus. 

24.  RoswELL,  son  of  Isaac,  (18,)  ra.  Lois  Scott,  June  17, 1777.  Ch. : 
I.  Esther,  b.  June  17,  1778,  m.  Samuel  Peck;  II.  Leava,  b.  Feb.  7, 
1780,  ra.  Rev.  Samuel  Potter;-  III.  Anna,  b.  Oct.  1,  1782,  ra.  Russel 
Chamberlain  of  Kent;  IV.  Tamer,  b.  Sept.  22,  1784,  m.  Ira  Pond  of 
Caraden,  X.  Y. ;  V.  Chloe,  b.  Sept.  1,  fl786,  m.  Ru.^sel  Chamberlain 
after  the  death  of  Anna;  VI.  Roswell  C,  b.  May  20,  1789  — went  to 
Illinois;  VII.  Lois  A,  b,  June  12,  1791,  m.  Baird  Candee  of  Nauga- 
tuck;  VIIL  Laura,  b.  July  30,  1794,  unm.;  IX.  Asahel,  b.  Aui^.  15, 
1797,  ra.  Polly  Plait  of  Waterbury. 

25.  Samuel,  son  of  Capt.  Samuel,  (20,)  ra.  Cleora,  daxK  of  Benja- 
rain  Baldwin,  Au^^.  30,  1798.  She  d.  Dec.  9,  1809.  Ue  m.  2d,.  Polly, 
dau.  of  Jesse  Beecher  of  Woodbridge,  April  5,  1812,  and  d.  March  19, 
1813,  aged  36.  His  widow  d.  Ausr.  30,  1815,  in  her  33d  year.  Ch. : 
I.  Elizabeth  Cook,  b.  Aug.  23,  1800,  m.  James  Morriss  of  Cussewaga, 
Pa.;  IL  Sophia  Eopkins,  b.  Aug.  6,  1805,  d.  iVug.  25,  1815. 

26.  Chandler,  son  of  John,  (22,)  m.  Scott,  and  d.  Dec.  21, 

1791.  Ch. :  1.  Harvey,  b.  1787,  left  home  while  young  and  was  never 
beard  of  more;  II.  Sarah,  b.  Oct.  3,  1789,  m.  Ephraira  Xettleton  of 
Waterbury  and  had  2  ch. ;  HL  Chandler,  (posthumous,)  b.  July  20, 

1792,  ra.  Grace  Lum  of  Southbury,  Aug.,  1819,  and  had  3  sons  and  2 
daughters — resides  in  Watertown. 

Stephen'  Judd  of  Waterbury,  was  in  West  Hartford,  Aug.,  1751  ; 
parentage  unknown.  He  m.  Sarah  Russel  of  Wallingford,  Jan.  18, 
1776,  and  d.  July  10,  1820.  Ch. :  L  Thomas,  b.  Oct.  28,  1776,  m.  Bet- 
sey Clark  of  Wallingford,  Oct.,  1800 — had  8  ch. — lived  in  Southing- 
ton  ;  IL  Stephen,  b.  Jan.  29, 1780,.  m.  Pamela  Stilwell  of  Cairo,  Green 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  removed  to  Ohio;  III.  Elizabeth,  b.  1782,  m.  John 
Tuttle,  d.  at  Waterbury  in  1818;  IV.  Hepzibah^b.  May  23,  1784,  ra, 
Joseph  Root  of  Waterbury;  V.  Jesse,  b.  Oct.  1  1,  1786, — live?  in 
Greenwood,  Steuben  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  m.  Mary  Stotenburg ;  VI. 
Nabby  Curtis,  b.  April  10,  1791,  m.  Amasa  Roberts  of  Middietown  ; 
VIL  S  illy  Russell,  b.  Nov.  1,  1793,  d.  1794;  VHL  Sarah  Ann,  b. 
Aug.  18,  1795,  m.  .Jesse  Lambert  of  Waterbury;  IX.  Harvey,  b.  Aug. 
25,  1798,  m.  Saily  Brown,  Dec.  31,  1821,  and  had  Samuel  C.  and 
Harvey.  He  d.  in  Ohio  in  1833  ;  X.  William  Russell,  b.  May  9,  1802, 
married  and  had  ch. — lives  in  Waterbury. 
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KEXDRICK. 

John,  the  grandfather  of  Green  Kendrick,  was  a  Virginian,  supposed 
to  be  of  the  second  or  third  generation  from  the  original  ancestor  from 
Massachusetts.  He  was  a  tobacco  planter,  and  had  four  sons, — John, 
WiHiam,  James  and  Benjamin,  and  four  or  live  daughters.  He  was 
born  about  the  year  iTSo,  and  died  in  1810.  John,  his  eldest  son,  the 
father  of  Green,  removed  to  North  Carolina  about  the  year  1786,  and 
was  a  tobacco  planter,  until  the  invention  of  the  cotton  gin,  by  Whit- 
ney, when  he  became  a  cotton  planter.  He  was  a  man  of  ability,  integ- 
rity, and  eminent  usefulness  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  church,  the 
State  and  society.  He  was  a  deacon  of  the  Baptist  church,  was  born 
in  1764,  and  d.  1823. 

The  wife  of  the  above  John  Kendrick  was  Martha  Dinkins,  dau.  of 
John  Dinkins,  a  wealthy  planter,  believed  to  have  been  of  Welch  de- 
scent. She  was  b.  in  1765,  and  d.  in  1825  ;  was  a  woman  of  many 
virtues,  fulfilling  the  duties  of  life  with  a  scrupulous  regard  to  the  pre- 
cepts of  the  Bible.  She  was  the  mother  of  eleven  children,  nine  of 
whom  became  heads  of  families.  There  were  eight  sons,  and  three  daus. 
Green  was  the  seventh  child,  and  is  the  only  survivor. 

Green  Kendrick  was  born  in  Mecklenburg  County,  Isorth  Carolina, 
April  1,  1798.  From  seven  to  ten  years  of  age,  he  attended  a  common 
country  school,  to  and  from  which  he  walked  more  than  three  miles, 
night  and  morning.  From  ten  to  nineteen,  he  labored  on  the  planta- 
tion, attending  school  at  such  brief  intervals  as  his  duties  on  the  planta- 
tion would  allow.  For  two  years  during  the  latter  part  of  the  time,  he 
enjoyed  somewhat  better  educational  advantages  than  was  common  for 
the  sons  of  planters  at  that  time.  He  was  very  ambitious,  both  in  his 
labors  in  the  field  and  in  his  studies,  and  thus  accomplished  more  than 
most  others  with  whom  he  was  associated.  His  father  taught  him  in- 
dustry and  necessity  made  him  frugal.  At  the  age  of  nineteen,  after 
teaching  a  common  school  nine  months, he  obtained  a  place  in  a  country 
5>tore,  where  he  remained  about  a  year,  when  he  procured  a  more  desir- 
able position  as  salesman  in  a  store  in  Charlotte,  the  County  town.  In 
a  little  more  than  a  year  he  purchased  the  stock  of  goods  of  his 
employer  on  a  credit,  and  commenced  business  on  his  own  account.  In 
1823,  he  married  Anna  Maria,  dau.  of  Mark  Leavenworth  of  Water- 
bury.  The  death  of  his  father,  which  occurred  about  this  time,  put 
him  in  possession  of  additional  means.  He  continued  the  mercantile 
business  at  Charlotte  until  the  spring  of  1829,  when  he  closed  it  and 
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removed  to  Waterbiiry,  where  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  clocks, 
under  the  name  of  Mark  Leavenworth  Co.,  and  in  that  of  gilt  buttons, 
under  the  name  of  Leavenworth  Kendrick.  Since  then  he  has  con- 
tinued to  be  interested  to  some  extent  in  the  manufacture  of  the  various 
articles  for  which  Waterbury  is  somewhat  distinguished. 

In  1845,  1847  and  1848,  Mr.  Kendrick  was  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  Connecticut.  In  1846,  he  was  elected  to  the 
Senate,  and  was  chosen  Lieut.  Governor  in  1851.  In  1854.  be  was 
again  a  member  of  the  House,  and  speaker  after  the  resignation  of  L. 
F.  S.  Foster,  who  was  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate.  Through- 
out the  session  of  1856,  he  was  the  speaker  of  the  House  of  Ptepre- 
sentatives. 

LEAVENWORTH.* 

1.  Thomas  Leavenworth  settled  in  TV'oodbury,  prior  to  1082. 
Whence  he  came,  I  am  not  informed.  He  died  Aug.  3,  1683,  at  which 
date  the  inventory  of  his  estate  was  exhibited  to  the  Court  of  Probate,  of 
Fairfield  Co.,  and  his  estate  was  ordered  to  be  distributed  to  his  widow, 
one  third  to  his  eldest  son,  a  double  portion  to  his  second  child,  a 
daughter,  and  to  his  third  child,  a  son,  a  single  portion — names  not 
given.  In  the  settlement  of  John  Leavenworth's  estate,  the  names  of 
the  two  sons  are  found  to  have  been,  Thomas  and  John.  Thomas  set- 
tled in  Stratf<)rd  and  is  the  progenitor  of  the  Waterbury  and  Wood- 
bury Leaven  worths.  Of  John,  I  have  no  definite  information,  but  am 
]ed  to  believe  he  had  no  male  issue. 

2.  John,  brother  of  Thomas,  (1,)  also  settled  in  Woodbury,  and  d. 
previous  to  Nov.  7,  1702,  when  Thomas  Leavenworth  of  Stratford  was 
appointed  administrator  of  his  estate,  Feb.  28,  1704.  The  court  order- 
ed the  estate  to  be  distributed  to  Thomas,  the  administrator,  and  to 
John,  brother  of  the  latter. 

3.  Thomas,  son  of  Thomas,  (1,)  settled  in  Stratford,  Ripton  parish, 
where  he  had  land  recorded,  Jan.  1702,  "  near  Mill  River.''  Ke  d.  in 
1748  ;  his  widow,  Mary,  in  1758.  The  following  are  mentione*]  as  his 
children.  May  5,  1734.  (In  his  will,  dated  July  6,  1748,  and  in  the  will 
of  Mary  his  widow,  dated  May  11,  1758,  Edmund  and  Ebenezer  are 

•  I  am  aware  that  my  account  of  the  genealogy  of  this  family  will  not  agree  with  the 
genealogical  tree  belonging  to  the  family,  which  was  published  a  few  years  since  •,  neither  will  it 
correspond  with  the  sketch  found  in  Woodbury  His.,  p.  614,  especially  the  first  paragraph  in 
that  work,  as  the  first  part  of  that  sketch  was  taken  from  that  tree  by  the  special  r*^quest  of 
members  of  the  family.  The  genealogy  here  given,  haa  been  drawn  from  various  records,  with 
the  utmost  care,  and  may  be  relied  upon  as  fact.  The  investigations  I  have  giTen  the  public 
records,  convince  me  that  the  tree  was  drawn  from  that  untruthful  story-teller,  tradition, 
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omitted.  )  Ch. :  I.  Edmund,  remained  at  Stratford,  acd  d.  between  July 
12  and  Aug.  15,  1783,  leaving  a  wife,  Abigail,  and  ch.  In  the  distribu- 
tion of  his  estate,  Gideon  and  Edmund  are  named  as  his  sons ;  II. 
James,  remained  at  Stratford  ;  III.  Ebenezer,  of  Ripton  parish,  Strat- 
ford, d.  in  1734,  gave  his  estate  to  his  father,  and  to  his  brothers  and 
sisters,  (as  here  named  ;)  IV.  John  settled  in  Woodbury  and  d.  in 
1783,  aged  77;*  V.  David  of  Woodbury,  d.  April  10,  1735  ;  VI. 
Zebulon,  settled  in  Woodbury,  and  d.  in  1793  ;  VII.  Mark,  b.  1711  ; 

VIII.  Thomas,  settled  in  Woodbury;  IX.  Mary,  m.  Joseph  Perry;  X. 
Hannah,  m.  Nicholas  Moss;  XI.  Sarah,  b.  Nov.  6,  1721,  m.  Abner 
Perry. 

4.  James,  son  of  Thomas,  (3.)  remained  at  Stratford,  m.  Hester 
Trowbridge,  Aug.  23,  1720,  and  d.  1759.    Ch. :  I.  Mahitable,  b.  July 

28,  1721,  m.   Waterman  ;  II.  Tamer,  b.  May  28,  1727,  m.  • 

Hurd  ;  III.  Samuel,  b.  Feb.  21,  1729  ;  IV.  Daniel,  b.  March  25.  1731; 

V.  Ann,  b.  April  14,   1733,  m.  Lake;  VI.  Mary,  b.  Aug.  13, 

1735;  VII.  James,  b.  July  G,  1737;  VIII.  Esther,  b.  Jan.  27,  1730  ; 

IX.  Ebenezer,  b.  Sept.  22,  1743,  d.  before  1759. 

5.  Rev.  Mark,  (see  p.  283,)  son  of  Thos.,  (3.)  settled  in  Waterbury. 
He  m.  Feb.  6,  1730-40,  Ruth,  dau.  of  Jeremiah  Peck,  and  grand-dau. 
of  Rev.  Jeremiah  Peck.  She  d.  Aug.  8,  1750,  and  he  m.  Dec.  4,  1750, 
Sarah,  dau.  of  Jesse  Hull,  of  Derby.  He  d.  Aug.  20,  1707.  His  wid. 
Sarah,  d.  May  7,  1808,  aged  82.  Ch.  :  I.  Jesse,  b.  Nov.  22,  1741  ;  II. 
Mark,  b.  May  26,  1752,  grad.  Y.  C,  m.  the  wid.  of  Wm.  Sherman,  (son 
of  Roger,)  went  to  France  with  Joel  Barlow,  and  d.  in  l*aris,  in  1812  ; 
H.  Joseph,  b.  Jan.  19,  1755,  d.  1756  ;  IV.  Sarah,  b.  Dec.  11,  1756,  m. 
Doct.  Isaac  Baldwin,  and  had  three  daughters,  two  of  whom,  Sarah  and 
Esther,  m.  Doct.  Edward  Field  ;  the  other,  Rebecca,  d.  unm.  ;  V^,  William, 
b.  Feb.  23,  1759;  VI.  Nathan,  b.  Dec.  11,  1761,  d.  1707;  VIT.  Joseph, 
b.  June  15,  1764;  VIII.  Elisha,  b.  Oct.  13,  1766,  m.  1st,  Mrs.  Rii>sell, 
2d,  Stone  of  Derby — had  one  son  by  first  \sife. 

6.  Samuel,  son  of  James,  (4,)  had  ch.,  and  among  them  Jos-ph,  b. 
in  1773. 

7.  Jesse,  son  of  Rev.  Mark,  (5,)  G;rad.  Y.  C.  in  1760,  m.  July  1.  1761, 
Catharine,  wid.  of  Capt.  Culpeper  Frisbie  of  Branford,  and  dan.  of  Mr. 
John  Gonkbng  of  Southampton,  L.  I.  She  d.  June  20,  1824,  aged  87. 
Ch.  :  I.  Melines  Conkling,  b.  Jan.  4,  1762,  grad.  Y.  C.  in  1781,  and 
went  South.  In  1801,  he  m.  Mrs.  Ann  Lamar,  of  Augusta,  <ieo.,  and 
continued  to  reside  in  that  city  until  his  d^'atii,  which  occurred  July  20, 


♦  See  Woodbury  His.,  p,  614;  also  for  the  children  of  David,  Thomas  and  Zebulon. 
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1823  ;  II.  Ruth,  b.  Feb.  25,  1764,  m.  Capt.  Moses  Elklns  of  Peacham, 
Vt.,  and  removed  to  Canada,  where  she  d.  and  where  several  of  her  ch. 
now  reside  ;  III.  Dr.  Frederick,  b.  Sept.  4,  1766;  IV.  Catharine,  b. 
1768,  m.  1st,  Dennis,  2d,  Thos.  Peck,  and  d.  June  25,  1815,  leav- 
ing a  son  and  two  daughters;  V.  Jesse,  b.  Aug.  1771  ;  VI.  Mark,  b. 
Aug.  31,  1774. 

8.  William,  son  of  Ptev.  Mark,  (5  )  ra.  Hannah,  dau.  of  Ezra  Bron- 
son,  Esq.,  May  1,  1781.  Ch. :  I.  Sarah,  b.  June  20,  1784,  m.  Joel 
Walters  of  Xew  Haven,  and  had  sons.  Rev.  William,  James,  and  a  dau. 
Caroline,  perhaps  otliers  ;  II.  Wiiliam,  b.  June  20,  1786,  m.  Fanny, 
dau.  of  Abel  Porter,  and  had  a  dau.  Sarah,  who  m.  B.  P.  Watrous ;  is 
now  Mrs.  Xash  of  Akron,  Ohio. 

9.  Doct.  Frederick,  son  of  Jesse,  (7,)  m.  Fanny,  dau.  of  Abner 
Johnson,  May  19,  1796.  Ch. :  L  Lucia,  b.  March  24,  1797,  m.  Rev. 
Asa  M.  Train,  of  Milford  ;  II.  Eliza,  b.  Dec.  7,  1798,  m.  C.  D.  Kings- 
bury ;*  III.  Frederick  A.,  b.  June  13,  1801,  and  d.  about  1809  ;  IV. 
Abner  J.,  b.  July  12,  1803  ;  V.  Fanny  A.,  m.  Nathanial  Worden,  of 
Bridgeport;  VI.  Elisha. 

10.  Jesse,  son  of  Jesse,  (7,)  removed  to  Danville,  Vt.,  early  in  life, 
where  he  resided  until  his  death,  Jan.  1,  1830.    lie  in.  1st,  Nancy  Pope, 

2d,  Martha  xMorrili.    Ch. :  L  Catharine,  m.  Ilazelton  ;  II.  Doct. 

Frederick;  lit.  Nancy,  d.  1821  ;  IV.  Fanny,  m.    Hazelton  ;  V. 

Maria,  d.  1824  ;  VI.  Mclina,  d.  1825  ;  VIL  Jane,  b.  1817  ;  VIIL  Mark, 
b.  1828. 


*  Joseph  Kingsbury,  from  whom  C.  D.  Kin-rshury  is  descended,  is  supposed  to  h..\ve  emi;zrated 
from  En^'land  to  Boston,  prior  to  ]610.    He  settled  at  Haverhill,  Mass.,  and  had  a  son  Joseph* 

2.  Joseph,  son  of  Joseph,  (1,)  settled  at  N'orwich  Farms,  now  Franklin,  Conn.,  about  1G?5. 
The  farm  on  which  he  settled  is  still  owned  and  occupied  by  members  of  the  fam.ly.  He  had 
six  sons  ;  the  youngest  was  named  Nathaniel. 

3.  Nathaniel,  son  of  Joseph,  (2,)  had  9ch.  who  lived  to  mnnhood,  but  all  d.  in  eady  or  middle 
life,  except  John  and  Jacob.  The/ last  mentioned  was  a  colonel  in  the  D.  S.  army,  acd  d.  in 
1337  or  8,  aged  81. 

4.  John,  (see  p.  42'2,)  son  of  Nathaniel,  (3.)  was  b.  at  Norwich,  Dec.  30,  1762.  He  settled  in 
Waterbury,  and  m.  Marcia,  dau.  of  Dea.  Stephen  Bronson,  Nov.  6,  1704.  She  d.  March  21,  l5l3. 
He  d.  Aug.  26,  1344.  Ch. :  I.  Charles  D.,  b.  Nov.  7,  179.3  ;  II.  Julius  Jesse  Bronson.  b.  o,  t.  IS, 
1797;  III.  John  Southmayd,  b.  Nov.  IS,  li^Ol ;  IV.  Sarah  Susanna,  b.  Nov.  6,  ISoT,  m.  'William 
Brown,  and  d.  May  -30,  1»40. 

5.  Charles  Denison,  son  of  John,  (4,)  ra.  Eliza,  dau.  of  Frederick  Leavenworth,  (0.)  March  3, 
1S2I.  Ch. :  i.  Frederick  John,  b.  Jan.  1,  1S23,  m.  Alathea  R.,  dau.  of  Wm.  H.  Scovill,  April  29, 
1851.    Ch.,  V/.n.  Charles  and  Mary  Eunice  ;  II.  Sarah'Leavenworth,  b.  April  1,  lc4<~j. 

5.  Maj.  Julius  J.  B.,  («ee  p.  423,)  son  of  John,  (4,)  m.  Jane  C.  Stebbins,  of  N.  Y.    Ch. :  I.  Julius 

H.  ,  d.  iu  California;  II.  Walter;  III.  Mary  Jane,  m.  Capt.  S.  B.  Buckner,  U.  S.  army;  IV. 
Henry  "W.,  now  of  the  U.  S.  Military  Academy  at  West  Point. 

T.  John  Southmayd,  son  of  John,  (4.)  m.  Abbey  H.,  dau.  of  Daniel  Hayden,  Jan.  25,  ]?27. 
Ch. :  I.  James  D.,  b.  Nov.  22,  1S27,  d.  May  7,  1S;31  ;  II.  Geo.  B.,  b.  Sept.  6,  1529 ;  III.  Marcia  A  , 
b.  May  1,  1S32,  ra.  R.  Ware,  May  1,  1S56;  IV.  Sylvia  E.,  b.  Sept.  7,  1834,  m.  E.  D.  Griggs,  .May 

I,  lS5t ;  V.  James  D  ,  b.  Sept.  7,  15^36,  d.  Jan.  19,  1S37  ;  VI.  Harriet  A.,  b.  June  15,  1SJ9 ;  VII, 
Abbey  S.,  b.  June  20,  1842  ;  VIII.  John  J.  D.,  b.  July  27,  1545. 
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11.  Mark,  (see  p.  424,)  son  of  Jesse,  (7,)  m.  Anna,  dau.  of  Moses 
Cook,  who  d.  April  9,  1842,  aged  64,  and  be  m.  Susan  J.,  dau.  of 
Joseph  Cook,  Nov.  1844.  She  d.  Dec.  15,  1848,  aged  51.  Ch.:  1. 
Doct.  Melines  Conkling,  b.  Jan.  15,  1796,  has  been  a  surgeon  in  the 
U.  S.  army,  and  is  an  eminent  botanist;  II.  Anna  Maria,  b.  Feb.  10, 
1798,  m.  Hon.  Green  Kendrick;  III.  Mark  M.,  b.  May  13,  1800,  d. 
July,  1825;  IV.  Benjamin  Franklin,  b.  July  27,  1803,  m.  Jane  Bar- 
tholomew, was  murdered  in  California  ;  V.  Harriet,  b.  July  19,  1SQ7,  d. 
May  25,  1808  ;  VL  Harriet  H.,  b.  May  19,  1810,  d.  March  23,  1833  ; 
YII.  Catharine  E.,  b.  Aug.  1,  m.  Corydon  S.  Sperry,  d.  Feb.  9,  1855. 

12.  Joseph,  son  of  Samuel,  (6,)  m.  Tamer,  dau.  of  Benj.  Richards, 
Jan.  12,  1797.  Ch. :  Harriet,  b.  Nov.  19,  1798  ;  Hannah,  b.  Sept.  16, 
1800  ;  Joseph  S.  b.  Dec.  2,  1802,  d.  1841  ;  Samuel  E.,  b.  Aug.  11, 1805, 
d.  1814;  Rebecca,  b.  Feb.  9,  1811,  d.  1838  ;  Mary  G.,  b.  Sept.  0,  1814  ; 
Sarah  Ann,  b.  Aug.  9,  1817. 

LEWIS. 

1.  Joseph  Lewis,  of  Windsor  and  Simsbury,  had  sons,  Joseph  and 
John. 

2.  Dea.  Joseph,  (see  p.  165,)  son  of  Joseph,  (1,)  settled  in  Waterbury, 
and  m.  Sarah,  dau.  of  Abraham  Andruss,  April  7,  1703.  He  d.  Xov. 
29,  1749,  his  wife  March  6,  1773.  Ch. :  A  dau.,  b.  Aug.  12,  1704,  d. 
Sept.  1704  ;  IL  Joseph,  b.  July  .2,  1705  ;  IH.  Sarah,  b.  April  29, 
1703,  m.  Obadiah  W^irner;  IV.  John,  b.  April  14,  1711  ;  V.  Mary,  b. 
June  10,  1714,  m.  Daniel  Williams;  VI.  Rev.  Thomas,  b.  Aug.  6, 
1716,  grad.  at  Y,  C.  in  1741,  became  a  Congre^-ational  clergyman; 
VIL  Samuel,  b.  July  0,  1718  ;  VIIL  Abraham,  b.  Feb.  1721,  d.  young. 

3.  Joseph,  son  of  Joseph,  (2,)  m.Mary,  dau.  of  John  Slaughter  of  Sims- 
bury,  Nov.  12,  1727.    She  d.  April  4,  1738,  and  he  ra.  Elizabeth  

He  d.  Oct.  22,  1749.  Ch. :  L  Elisha,  b.  Jan.  30,  1728-9  ;  H.  Samuel, 
b.Feb.  8,  1730-31  ;  IIL  Damaras,  b.  April  22,  1734,  m.  Samuel  Scott; 
IV.  Joseph,  b.  Oct  16,  1736;  V.  Abraham;  VI.  Rhoda,  d.  May  2, 
1767. 

4.  John,  son  of  Joseph,  (2,)  m.  Mary,  dau.  of  Samuel  Munn  of 
WVjdbury,  Dec.  4,  1734.  She  d.  Sept.  30,  1749,  and  he  m.  Amy, 
dau.  of  Capt  Samuel  Smith  of  New  Haven,  May  29,  1750.  Ch. :  1. 
David,  b.  April,  1736,  d.  1754  ;  IL  John,  b.  Dec.'l740  ;  IIL  Sarah,  b. 
April,  1743  ;  IV.  Amy,  b.  May  24,  1751  ;  V.  Samuel  Smith,  b.  Sept.  7, 
1753;  VL  David,  b.  April  11,  1756. 

5.  Dea.  Samuel,  son  of  Joseph,  (2,)  m.  Hannah,  dau.  of  Hezekiah 
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Rew,  May  19,  1*743.  She  d.  in  1V59,  and  he  m.  Eunice,  dan.  of  Ephraim 
Beebe  of  Saybrook,  Nov.  7,  17G3.  He  d.  April  11,  1788.  Cb.tl. 
Abraham,  b.  Oct.  21,  1744,  d.  1749  ;  II.  Rev.  Amzi,  b.  Oct.  9,  174G, 
was  graduated  at  Y.  C.  in  1768,  and  became  a  clergyman  ;  III.  Olive, 
b.  Dec.  10,1749;  IV  Lucy,  b.  March  18,  1753,  m.  Simeon  Tor- 

ter;  V.  Mary  b.    31,  1755,  d.  1759  ;  VI.  Prue,  b.  Jan.  lU,  1759, 

ra.  Nathan  Porter;  VII.  Hester,  b.  May  3,  1765,  m.  Lucian  Spencer; 
VIII.  Molle,  b.  March  9,  1768,  m.  Culpeper  Hoadley ;  IX.  Samuel,  b. 
June  4,  1770,  d.  while  a  member  of  Y.  C. ;  X.  Asahel,  b.  Aug  S,  1772, 
d.  aged  37,  leaving  a  large  and  respectable  family ;  XI.  Eunice,  b.  Dec. 
10,  1775,  m.  1st,  Ebenezer  Fairchild,  2d,  Ellas  Scott,  both  of  Oxford. 

6.  Elisha,  son  of  Joseph,  (3,)  m.  Tamer,  dau.  of  Samuel  Hale  of  New 
Haven,  June  14,  1750.  Ch. :  1.  Jabez,  b.  Sept.  10,  1751  ;  11.  Tamer,  b. 
I)pc.  28,  1752  ;  III.  Brazilla,  b.  March  28,  1754  ;  IV.  Naboth,  L.June 
24,  1756. 

7.  John,  son  of  John,  (4,)  was  a  capt.  in  the  Revolution.  Ue  m. 
Sarah,  dau.  of  James  Gordon,  Nov.  17,  1763.  Ch. :  I.  xVnna,  b.  Jan. 
5,  1765  ;  II.  Ezra,  b.  May  28,  1768;  III.  Leva,  b.  July  20,  1770  ;  IV. 
John,  b.  July  16,  1772;  V.  Chauncey  ;  VL  Sarah;  VIL  Aiaiison ; 
VIIL   . 

8.  Abraham,  son  of  Joseph,  (3,)  m.  Ruth  Judd,  Nov.  9,  1767,  who 
d.  April  20,  1814.  Ch. :  L  Rhoda,  b.  June  6,  1769  ;  IL  Ansel,  b.  July 
18,  1772,  m.  Lydia  Merrill,  and  had  eleven  ch. 

9.  Samuel  Smith,  son  of  John,  (4,)  m.  Abigail  Bakhvin,  Feb.  22, 
1776,  and  d.  in  1842.  Ch. :  L  Rev.  Thomas,  b.  April  13,  1777,  grad. 
Y,  C.  in  1798,  and  d.  in  Georgia,  March  3,  1804;  IL  Sally,  b.  Aug.  30, 
1781 ;  III.  Milo,  b.  Oct.  22,  1789,  resides  in  Naugatuck. 

PORTER. 

1.  Doct.  Daniel  Porter  of  Farmington,  had  ch. :  Daniel,  Mary,  Nebe- 
miah,  Richard,  Ann,  John  and  Samuel.    (See  p.  171.) 

2.  Doct.  Daniel,  son  of  Daniel,  (1,)  had,  Daniel,  James,  Thomas, 
Deborah,  Ebenezer  and  Anne.    (See  p.  172.) 

3.  Richard,  son  of  Daniel,  (1,)  had,  Daniel,  Joshua,  Mary,  Ruth, 
Samuel.  Ilezekiah,  John,  Timothy,  Hezekiah,  Joshua  and  Richard.  (See 
p.  173.) 

4.  Doc^.  Daniel,  son  of  Daniel,  (2,)  bad,  I.  Preserved,  b.  Nov.  23, 
1729;  IL  Dr.  Daniel,  b.  March  17,  1731,  was  a  surgeon  in  the  army, 
and  d.  at  Crown  Point  in  1759,  unm.;  III.  Hannah,  b.  June  16,  1  733, 
m.  Obadiah  Scovill ;  IV.  Timotliy,  b.  June  19,  1735  ;  V.  Susanna,  b. 
July  17,  1737,  m.  1st,  Daniel  Killara  of  New  Haven,  July  4,  1758,  and 


520 


HISTORY  OF  WATERBUKY. 


2d,  John  Casset  of  Simsbury,  Sept.  1767  ;  YL  Anna,  b.  Dec.  G,  1738, 
m.  Daniel,  son  of  Josiah  Bronson  ;  YII.  Jemima;  VIII.  Elizabeth. 

5.  Doct.  James,  son  of  Daniel,  (2,)  had,  I.  Huldah,  b.  Dec.  8,  1733, 

m.  1st,  Fairehild,  2d,  David  Taylor  ;  II.  James,  b.  Nov.  19,  1737; 

III.  David,  Aug.  11,  174G. 

6.  Capt.  Thomas,  son  of  Daniel,  (2,)  had,  L  Sarah,  b.  Sept.  24,  1728, 
ra.  Enocli  Scott ;  11.  Ashbel,  b.  Feb.  2,  1730;  III.  Mary,  b.  Jan.  5, 
1732,  m.  Joel  Sanford ;  IV.  Eunice,  b.  April  19,  1734,  d.  unm.;  V. 
Thomas,  b.  May  9,  1736  ;  YI.  Phineas,b.  Dec.  1,  1739  ;  YII.  Elizabeth, 
b.  May  9,  1741,  ra.  Timothy  Clark;  YIIL  Simeon,  b.  June  18,  1744, 

m.  Lewis,  and  went  to  Ohio;  IX.  Sybbel,  b.  Aug.  8,  1747,  d. 

young;  X.  Dorcas,  b.  Aug.  2,  1751,  m.  Erastus  Bradley  of  New 
Haven. 

7.  Ebenezer,  son  of  Daniel,  (2.)  bad,  I.  Lydia,  b.  April  9,  1741,  m. 
Abel  Beecher  of  New  Haven,  Aug.  31, 17G4  ;  II.  Asa,  b.  Aug.  7,  1743  ; 

IIL  ,  b.  1745,  d.  1745;  lY.  Mary,  b.  June  14,  1749,  d.  March  22, 

17G0. 

8.  Samuel,  son  of  Doct.  Richard,  (3,)  m.  Mary,  dau.  of  John  Bron- 
son, May  9,  1722.  Administration  was  granted  on  his  estate  March  22, 
1727-8,  and  only  one  ch.  is  mentioned.  The  wid.  m.  John  Barnes. 
Ch.,  as  recorded,  Samuel,  b.  Dec.  22,  1723  ;  Lucy,  b.  Oct.  12,  1725. 

9.  Timothy,  son  of  Richard,  (3,)  m.  1st,  Mary,  dau.  of  Jonathan 
Baldwin,  Dec.  18,  1735,  and  2d,  Hannah  Winters,  in  1767.  He  re- 
moved to  Stratford.  Ch.,  recorded  in  Waterbury  ;  I.  Sybbel,  b.  March 
23,  1737  ;  IL  John,  b.  Feb.  22,  1739,  m.  Phebe  Curtiss  of  AVallingford, 
Nov.  7,  1770;  IIL  Lois,  b.  Feb.  6,  1743  ;  lY.  Mary,  b.  May  8,  1745  ; 
Y.  Mark,  b.  March  27,  1748  ;  YL  Ruth,  b.  May  17,  1750;  YIL  and 
YIIL  Timothy  and  Lucy,  b.  June  8,  1753. 

10.  Preserved,  son  of  L>aniel,  (4,)  m.  Sarah  Gould  of  New  Milford, 
April  8,  1764,  who  d.  in  1780.  He  m.  2d,  Lydia  Welton,  Dec.  9,  1781, 
and  d.  Oct.  23,  1803.  Ch. :  L  Hannah,  b.  Nov.  10,  17G6,  m.  Joseph 
Bronson;  JL  Levinia,  b.  July  21,  1767,  m.  Docf.  Joseph,  son  of  Doct. 
Timothy  Porter,  and  d.  Nov.  18,  1848  ;  IIL  Isnac,  b.  July  27,  1770,  d. 
June  25,  1772  ;  IV.  Isaac,  b.  March  27,  1774,  m.  Amarilla,  dau.  of  Joel 
Hickox,  still  living,  and  has  a  son.  Preserved  Hickox,  in  Newark,  N.  J. 
Y.  Jesse,  b.  Oct.  31,  1777. 

^  11.  Doct,  Timothy,  son  of  Daniel,  (4.)  m.  Marixaret.  dau.  of  Gideon 
Skinner  of  Bolton,  Conn.  She  was  b.  Sept,  27,  1739,  and  d.  April  1.2,^ 
1813.  He  d.  Jan.  24,  1792.  Ch. :  L  Daniel,  b.  Sept.  23,  176S;  IL 
Sylvia  C,  b.  Feb.  24,  1771,  m.  1st,  John  King  of  Bloomfield,  N.  Y.,  2d, 
Nathan  Rose  of  Avon,  N.  Y.,  and  d.  Feb.  14, 1813;  IIL  Dr.  Joseph,  b.  Sept. 
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8,  1772,  m.  Levinia,  daw.  of  Preserved  Porter — no  ch. ;  IV.  Olive,  b. 
July  26,  1775,  m.  Moses  Hall  and  d.  May  30,  1845.  He  d.  Jan.  20, 
1857  ;  V.  Anna,  b.  April  5,  1777,  m.  Richard  F.  Welton,  Dec.  10,  1804; 
VI.  Chaimcev,  b.  April  24,  1779  ;  VII.  Timothy  Hopkins,  b.  Nov.  28, 
1785. 

12.  James,  son  of  James,  (5,)  m.  Lucy,  dau.  of  Josiah  Bronson,  Nov. 
9,1762.  She  d.  Oct.  14,  1776,  and  he  m.  Mary  Gambel,  April  23, 
1778.  lie  d.  Nov.  10,  1S22.  Ch. :  1.  Jesse,  b.  June  25,  1703;  11. 
Dorcas,  b.  June  11,  17C6,  m.  Ward  Peck,  Jan.  22,  1784,  and  d.  May 
11,1847;  in.  A  son,  b.  Nov.  22,  1768,  d.  same  day;  IV.  Jaraes,  b. 
Aug.  3,  1772;  V.  Mary,  b.  Aug.  2,  1779;  VI.  Reuben,  b.  Oct.  24, 
1780;  VII.  Melinda,  b.  April  26,  1783;  VIII.  Clarinda,  b.  Oct.  15, 
1789  ;  IX.  Josiah,  Aug.  30,  1792;  X.  Samuel,  b.  Dec.  28,  1793. 

13.  David,  son  of  James,  (5.)  m.  Esther,  dau.  of  Dea.  Timothy  Hop- 
kins, Dec.  7,  1775.  He  d.  April  4,  1826,  and  his  wid.  d.  Sept.  27,  1831. 
Ch. :  I.  Silas,  b.  Oct.  21,  1776  ;  II.  William,  b.  March  18,  17S2  ;  III. 
David,  b.  June  22,  1783. 

14.  AsHBEL,  son  of  Tbos.  (6,)  m.  Hannali,  dau.  of  John  ^lorris  of 
Stratford,  Nov.  24,  1762.  Ch. :  I.  Sybbel,  b.  Aug.  21,  1764  ;  11.  Ash- 
bel,  b.  Nov.  16,  1766;  III.  Elias,  (?)  b.  Jan.  16,  1769  ;  IV.  Uannah,  (?) 
b.  Jan.  8,  1771. 

15.  Thomas,  son  of  Thos.  (6,)  m.  Mehitable,  dau.  of  LKaniei  Iline  of 
Nesv  Miitbrd,  Dec.  12,  1758.  She  d.  June  1,  1837,  aged  98.  Ch. :  1. 
Sybbel,  b.  Nov.  10,  1759;  IL  Rebecca,  b.  June  5,  1761,  m.  Jared  By- 
ington  ;  III.  Truman,  d  Sept.  8, 1763  ;  IV.  Ethel,  b.  1765,  and  d.  March 
2,  1797. 

16.  Col.  PniNEAS,  son  of  Thos.  (6,)  m.  Esther,  dau.  of  Tho^.  Clark, 
July  12,  1770.  She  d.  March  18,  1772,  and  he  m.  2d,  wid.  Mt-lliscent, 
Lewis,  dau.  of  Jonathan  Baldwin,  Dec.  23,  1778.  He  d.  March  9,  1804. 
Ch.:  L  Esther,  b.  March  13,  1772,  m.  Levi  Beardsley,  Jan.  5,  1789,and 
d.  Sept.  5,  1808  ;  II.  "  Orissana,"  b.  Nov.  1,  1779,  d.  July  8,  1731  ;  IIL 
Sally,  b.  Feb.  20,  1.782  ;  IV.  Ansel,  b.  Aug.  2,  1784;  V.  Oriando,  b. 
May  8,  178  7  ;  VL  Betsey,  b.  April  14,  1790,  m.  Zenas  Cook,  and  d. 
Oct.  12,  1857. 

17.  Asa,  son  of  Ebenezer,  (7,)  m.  Deborah  Fuller,  Oct.  22,  1765. 
Ch.:  L  Asa,  b.  June  6,  1767  ;  IL  Climena,  b.  Jan.  8,  17  70. 

18.  Samuel,  son  of  Samuel,  (8,)  m.  Mary,  dau.  of  Stephen  I'nson, 
Dec.  9,  1747,  and  d.  Jan.  8,  ]  793.  His  wife  d.  March  23,  1780.  Ch.: 
L  Ebenezer,  b.  Jan.  24,  1750  ;  IL  Jemima,  b.  Nov.  13,  1752  ;  III.  Sam- 
uel, b.  Oct.  7,  1755. 

19.  Isaac,  son  of  Doct.  Preserved,  (10,)  ra.  Amarilla,  dau.  of  Joel 
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Hickox,  Nov.  13, 1799.  Ch. :  I.Sarah  Gould,  b.  April  6,  1800;  II. 
Preserved  H.,  b.  Sept.  9,  1S03,  m.  Caroline  Keene,  and  resides  at  New- 
ark, N.  J.— no  ch. 

20.  Doct.  Jesse,  son  of  Preserved,  (10,)  m.  Comfort,  dau.  of  Chaun- 
cey  Camp,  June  G,  1808.  She  vvas  b.  March  1,  1786,  and  d.  Aug.  10, 
1855.  Ch.:  I.  Denraau  Camp,  b.  May '22,  1810;  II.  Sally  Ann,  b. 
May  6,  1812,  m.  Lewis  Hotchkiss,  who  d. — no  ch. ;  III.  Adeiia,  b. 
April  15,  1815,  m.  David  S.  Law  and  d.  March  13,  1857  ;  IV.  Preserved 
G.,  b.  Jan.  18,  1822. 

21.  Daniel,  son  of  Timothy,  (11,)  m.  Ana,  dau.  of  Ingham, 

and  grand-dau.  of  Israel  Clark  of  South ington,  June  9,  1789.  She  was 
b.  Oct.  17,  1770,  and  d.  March  26,  1831.  Ch. :  L  Horace,  b.  Sept. 
30, 1790;  IL  Timothy,  b.Jan.  30,  1792  ;  IIL  Elias,  b.  May  14,  1795; 
IV.  Alma  x\nna,  b.  Apiil  12, 1800,  m.  AVilliam  Orton,  Jan.  1622,  and 
d.  Feb.  25,  1823,  leaving  a  dau.  Caroline  ;  V.  Daniel,  b.  May  20,  1805, 
— a  physician,  became  insane  in  1845;  VI.  Joseph,  b.  July  11,  1807, 
d.  Jan.  5,  1812. 

22.  Chauxcef,  son  of  Timothy,  (11,)  m.  Sylvia  Brockway,  at  Scho- 
dack,  near  Albany,  N.  Y.  He  d.  at  Pittsford,  in  that  State,  May  17, 
1836.  Ch. :  I.  Chauncey,  d.  in  childhood  ;  IL  Sylvia  Rose,  b.  Jan.  19, 
1807, m.  Lieut.  Richardson,  of  the  U.  S.  Army;  III.  Olive  Ann,  b. 
March  9,  1809,  m.  R.  S.  Williams  of  Avon,  N.  Y. ;  IV.  Caroline,  b. 
June  7,  1811,  ni.  George  W.  Chyler,  a  lawyer  of  Palmyra,  N.  Y. ;  V. 
Margaret,  b.  May  9,  1814,  m.  Ephraim  Goss,  a  lawyer  at  Pitisford,  N. 
Y.;  VL  Jane  Maria,  b.  Nov.  21,  1816;  VIL  Chauncey  H..*  b.  Aug. 
11,  1818  ;  VHL  Mary  E.,  b.  May  18,  1821  ;  IX.  Sarah  L.,  b.  Jan.  25, 
1824;  X.  James  IL,  b.  Nov.  5,  1826. 

23.  Hon,  Timothy  H.,  son  of  Doct.  Timothy,  (11,)  m.  Lucy,  dau.  of 
Judge  Moore  of  Angelica,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  8,  1811,  and  d.  at  Clean,  N.  Y., 
Dec.  1845.  Ch. :  L  Willard,  b.  Aug.  7,  1812,  d.  July  26,  1810;  IL 
Joseph  Hopkins,  b.  April  11,  1818  ;  IH.  Olive  M.,  b.  July  27,  1820,  d. 
Feb.  26,  1821  ;  IV.  Harriet  M.,  b.  June  7,  1822  ;  V.  John,  b.  April  25, 
1824;  VL  Lucy,  b.  Aug.  6,  1826,  d.  Feb.  8,  1831  ;  VIL  Timothy,  b. 
April  20,  18^8,  d.  April  6,  1829  ;  VIIL  Willard,  b.  June  8,  1830  ;'  IX. 
Edward,  b.  March  26,  1832  ;  X.  George,  b.  Feb.  25,  1834;  XL  James, 
b.  Sept.  16,  1835;  XIL  xindrew,  b.  Aug.  11,  1839,  d.  Oct.  6,  1841. 

24.  Silas,  son  of  David,  (13,)  m.  Polly,  dau.  of  Benjamin  Strong  of 
Southbury,  Dec.  21,  1802.  Ch. :  L  Edwin,  b.  Feb.  25,  1804  ;  IL  Es- 
ther, b.  June  8,  1806. 

25.  Truman,  son  of  Thos.,  (15,)  m.  Sarah,  dau.  of  Jonathan  Thomp- 
son of  New  Haven,  Jan.  1,  1784.    Ch. :  L  Margaret,  b.  Nov.  23,  1784  ; 
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II.  Minerva,  b.  Oct.  24,  ITSS;  III.  Julius,  b.  Aug.  26,  1790  ;  IV. 
Thomas,  b.  Jan.  7,  1793;  V.  Alma,  b.  Feb.  9,  1795;  VL  Sally,  b. 
Sept.  25,  1801;  VII.  Myretta,  b.  June  24,  1803  ;  VIIL  Hector,  b. 
Aug.  11,  1805  ;  IX.  William,  b.  Oct.  20,  1807,  d.  March  30,  1809. 

26.  An'sel,  son  of  Phiiieas,  (16,)  m.  Lucy,  dau.  of  AVard  Peck, 
April,  1806,— was  an  officer  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  d.  Oct.  9,  1814. 
Ch. :  Phineas,  d.  aged  10  months:  II.  Melliscent,  d.  aged  about  7  ; 

III.  Ansel  Charles,  b.  Nov.  16,  1811,  m.  Ruth  Ann,  dau.  of  Cyrus 
Sherman  of  Woodbury, — liaf^  had  two  ch. 

27.  Orlando,  son  of  Phineas,  (16,)  m.  Olive,  dau.  of  Samuel  Frost, 
and  went  to  Pa  ,  and  d.  at  Harrisburg,  Jan.  1,  1836.    Ch. :  L  Eliza 

M.,d.  young;  II.  Mary  M.,  b.  July  2,  1816,  m.  1st,  Banis,  2d, 

Doct.  Bradford, — is  living  near  Wilksbarre,  Pa.;  III.  George  Phin- 
eas, m.  Julia  Worthing,  of  Kingston,  is  a  Methodist  preacher. 

28.  Ebenezer,  son  of  Samuel,  (18,)  m.  Sarah,  dau.  of  Ephraim  Bee- 
be,  Aug.  31,1774.  Ch. :  I.  Daniel,  b.  Aug.  26,  1775;  11.  Asa,  b. 
Jan.  26,  1778;  III.  Samuel  E.,  b.  July  20,  1782;  IV.  Ezra,  b.  May 
27,  1785  ;  V.  Olive,  b.  Feb.  23,  1787,  d.  March  13,  1787;  VI.  Aaron, 
b.  Feb.  23,  1790,  d.  same  day. 

29.  Samuel,  son  of  Samuel,  (18.)  m.  Sybbel,  dau.  of  Obadiah  Mon- 
son,  Jan.  28,  1778.  Shed.  Feb.  5,  1794,  and  he  m.  Lucy,  dau.  of 
Dea.  Andrew  Bronson,  Nov.  22,  1795.  Ch. :  I.  Lucy,  b.  Xov.  14, 
1778;  IL  Eunice,  b.  March  23,  1780,  d.  May  1,  1780  ;  IIL  Stephen, 
b.  Sept.  22,  1781  ;  IV.  Obadiah,  b.  .July  24,  1783;  V.  Azubah.  b.  July 
6,1785;  VL  Marshal,  b.  June  4,  1788;  VIL  Samuel  M.,  b.  May, 
1790;  VIIL  Shelden,  b.  March  31,  1792;  IX.  L.  Bronson,  b.  Sept.  8, 
1799;  X.  Leonard,  b.  July  23,  1802. 

30.  Horace,  son  of  Daniel,  (21,)  m.  Hannah,  dau.  of  Ebenezer  Fris- 
bie,  May  20,  1811.  Shed.  April  11,  1844,  and  he  m.  Estlier  M.  W. 
Hull,  Nov.  23,  184.5.  Ch.:  L  Horace  Clark,  b.  March  9,  1812,  d.  Aug. 
11,  1831  ;  II.  Hannah  C,  b.  Sept.  1,  1813,  m.  Christopher  L.  Wanl  of 
Towanda,  Pa.,  has  a  son  Henry;  HI.  Hamlet  C,  b.  July  11,  l':15,  d. 
Aug.  9,  1834  ;  IV.  Hobart  C.  b.  Feb.  2.  1819,  m.  Jerusha,  .lau.  of 
Benj.  Bronson,  has  two  ch. ;  V.  Henry  C,  b.  April  20,1825.  n;.  Eliza 
E.,  dau.  of  Xathan  X.  Betts,  of  Towanda,  Pa.,  is  a  physician  ;  VI.  Mar- 
garet A.,  b.  July  27,  1846;  VIL  Sarah  E.,  b.  Aug.  19,  1849. 

31.  Timothy,  son  of  Daniel,  (21.)  m.  Clara,  dau.  of  Ebenezer  Frisbie. 
She  d.  Xov.  18,  1821,  and  he  m.  Polly  Ann  Todd,  Dec.  20,  1824.  Ch. : 
L  Joseph,  b.  June  5,  1812;  IL  Mary  Ann,  b.  Aug.  21,  1815;  IIL 
Jane  E.,  b.  Feb.  1318  ;  IV.  Timothy  H.,  b.  Feb.  16,  1826  ;  V.  Xathan 
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T.,  b.  Dec.  9, 1828  ;  VI.  Thomas,  b.  Feb.  7,  1831  ;  Vll.  David  G.,  b. 
March  8,  1833  ;  VIII.  Samuel  M.,  b.  May  17,  1835. 

32.  Elias,  son  of  Daniel,  (21,)  m.  Ahna  Tyler,  Jan.  22,  1817,— has 
one  child,  James,  b.  March  26,  1818. 

PRICHAKD. 

1.  Roger  Priciiard  came  from  Springfield,  Mass.,  to  Milford,  Conn., 
previous  to  Dec.  18,  1653,  at  which  date  he  married  Elizabeth  Slough 
of  Milford.    He  had  sons,  Joseph  and  Benjamin.    Joseph  was  b.  Oct. 

2,  1654,  Benjamin  Jan.  31,  1657.    The  last  m.  ,  Nov.  14, 

1683. 

2.  Benjamin  and  James  Prichard  removed  from  Milford  to  Water- 
bury  about  1733.  Roger  Prichard,  also  from  Milford,  settled  at  ^Yater- 
bury  in  1738.  They  were  all  married  and  had  children  previous  to 
their  settlement  in  Waterbury. 

3.  Benjamin,  (2,)  m.  1st,  Mary  Andrews  of  Milford,  .Jan.  20,  1712-13, 
and  2d,  Hannah  Marks,  July  4,  1733.  lie  d.  in  1760,  leaving  ch. :  1. 
John  ;  II.  Benjamin;  III.  Xathaniel ;  IV.  Elnathan  ;  V,  Desire,  b.  July 
7,  1734  ;  VI.  Jonathan,  b.  Oct.  19,  1  739  ;  VII.  Esther. 

4.  James,  (2,)  m.  Elizabeth  Johnson  of  Stratford,  Dec.  25,  1721,  and 
d.  1749.  Ch. :  I.  James,  b.  Jan.  31,1722-3;  11.  George,  b.  Oct.  5, 
1724;  III.  Elizabeth,  b.  March  12,  1726  ;  IV.  Isaac,  b.  Sept.  20,  1729  ; 
V.  John,  b.  July  25,  1734,  d.  1749  ;  VI.  David,  b.  April  7,  1737  ;  VII. 
Anna,  b.  April  4,  1740. 

5.  Roger,  (2,)  m.   Ist,   Hannah  Xortlirup  of  Milford,  March  8, 

1715-16,  and  2d,  Sarah   ,  and  d.  May  18,  1760.    Ch, :  L  Roger; 

11.  Sarah,  m.  Joseph  Fenn,  Jr.;  III.  Ann,  m.  Stephen  Bradley;  IV, 

Phebe,  b.  April  16,  1731,  m.  ■  •  Warner;  V.  Abigail,  b.  March  15, 

1733,  d.  before  1700;  VI.  Sibella,  b.  June,  1736,  d.  young;  VIL 
Abraham,  b.  Oct.  12,  1737  ;  VIII.  Amos,  b.  Aug.  27,  1739  ;  IX.  Elihu, 
b.  Oct.  27,  1741. 

6.  James,  son  of  James,  (4,)  m.  Abigail,  dau.  of  Ebenezer  Hiekox, 
Aug.  7,  1740,  and  had,  L  Jabez,  b.  Feb.  18,  1741  ;  11.  Jerahiah,  b.  April 
13,  1743  ;  III.  Elisha,  b.  Oct.  1,  1745,  d.  1749;  IV.  "James  the  Le<' 
b.  April,  1748,  d.  1749;  V.  James,  b.  June  4,  1750;  VI.  Abigail,  b. 
May  14,  1752. 

7.  George,  son  of  James,  (4,)  m.  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Abraham  Hotch- 
kiss  of  New  Haven,  Feb.  8,  I  744-5,  and  d.  Oct.  21,  1820.  His  wife  d. 
Feb.  17,  1802.  Ch. :  I.  Chloe,  b.  Sept.  30,  1745  ;  II.  George,  b.  April 
4,  1747  ;  IIL  Patience,  b.  Dec.  10,  1748,  d.  1749;  IV.  Patience,  b. 
May  8,  1751;  V.  John,  b.  April  3,  1753;  VI.  Isaiah,  b.  March  30, 
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1755;  VII.  Didymiis,  b.  April  27,  1757,  d.  1758;  VIIT.  Hannah,  b. 
Dec.  5,  1758  ;  IX.  Elizabeth,  b.  Sept.  7,  1762;  X.  Rebecca,  b.  Sept.  16, 
1765. 

8.  Isaac,  son  of  James,  (4,)  m.  Lois,  dau.  of  Isaac  Bronson,  Oct.  4, 
1758.  Ch:  1.  Jared,b.May  15,  1760  ;  II.  Lidda,  b.  April  24,  1763,  and 
others. 

9.  David,  son  of  James,  (4,)  m.  Ruth  Smith.  Ch. :  1.  Archibald,  b, 
June  25,  1758;  II  Ruth;  III.  Miriam;  IV.  Philo;  V.  Sylvia;  VL 
Molle,  d.  1772  ;  YII.  Molle  ;  YIIL  David;  IX.  Damon,  b.  Nov.  5, 
1777;  X.  Sally,  b.  June  28,  1780. 

10.  Roger,  son  of  Ropier,  (5,)  m.  Ann  Bu2"gbe  of  Derby,  Ft-b.  16, 
1742-3.  Ch.:  1.  Philenor,  b.  May  18,  1744;  II.  Sybel,  b.  Oct.  25, 
1745,  d.  1749;  III.  Elihu,b.  Sept.  19,  1747,  d.  1749;  lY.  Elihu,  b.  July 
19,  1749,  d.  1751  ;  Y.  Ann,  b.  April  24,  1752;  YI.  Thomas,  b.  Nov.  29, 
1754;  YII.  EHphalet,  b.  Dec.  2,  1756  ;  YIIL  Eiihu,  b.  May  23,  1759, 

11.  Abraham,  son  of  Roger,  (5,)  m.  Abiijail,  dau.  of  Thomas  Smith 
of  Derby,  March  13,  1766,  and  had,  L  Reuben,  b.  Sept.  30,  1766  ;  IL 
Abigiii,  b.  Jan.  28,  1768;  IIL  Sybel,  b.  Oct.  21,  1769,  d.  Nov.  1769  ; 
lY.  John  Smith,  b.  Oct.  27,  1770,  d.  1773  ;  Y.  Sarah,  b.  1773;  YL 
 ;  YL  Phebe,  b.  March  20,  1778. 

12.  Amos,  son  of  Roger,  (5,)  m.  Lydia  Blakeslee,  May  26,  176S,  who 
d.  1771,  and  he  ra.  2d,  wid.  Mary  Adams,  Aug.  20,  1777.  Ch. :  1. 
Lydia,  b.  April  12,  1769  ;  IL  Amos,  b.  Oct.  22,  1770;  IIL  Roger,  b. 
May  17,  1777,  d.  1779  ;  lY.  Sabra.  b.  Jan.  6,  1780;  Y.  Roger,  b.  May 
7,  1782  ;  YL  Orra,  b.  Oct.  26,  1783;  YIL  Elias,  b.  Jan.  28,  1786; 
YIIL  Aaron,  b.  Dec.  1,  1788  ;  IX.  Ruth,  b.  Oct.  17,  1791. 

13.  George,  son  of  George.  (7,)  m.  Hannah  Williams,  Dec.  2  4, 
1767.  Ch.  :  L  Didimus,  b.  May  28,  1769  ;  IL  Jane,  b.  Sept.  23,  1771  ; 
IIL  Chloe,  b.  Oct.  23,  1773  ;  lY.  Ezra,  b.  Oct.  10,  1775. 

14.  Archibald,  son  of  David,  (9,)  ra.  Sybil,  dau.  of  John  Smith  of 
Canterbury,  Oct.  28,  1782.  Ch. :  1.  Julius  C,  b.  June  15,  1784,  d.  1788; 
IL  '-Sotiey,"  b.  Aug.  28,  1786  ;  IIL  Adeiia. 

15.  Philo,  son  of  David,  (9,)  m.  Sabra  Johnson,  Dec.  17,  1783.  Ch. : 
L  "Suky,"  b.  July  26,  1784. 

16.  David,  son  of  David,  (9,)  m.  Anne,  dau.  of  "^Benjamin  Hitchcock, 
Nov.  9,  1797.  Ch. :  L  Minerva,  b.  June  22,1798;  IL  AVilliam,  b. 
March  20,  1800;  IIL  Julius  Smith,  b.  Feb.  14,  1802  ;  lY.  Elizur  E.,  b. 
Sept.  19,  1804  ;  Y.  Anna,  b.  Sept.  9,  1806  ;  YL  Sally  H.,  b.  Auiz.  29, 
1808;  YIL  Dr.  David,  b.  Oct.  24,  1810;  YIIL  Samuel  IL,  b.  May 
27,  1813  ;  IX.  Charlotte  L.,  b.  June  27,  1816. 

17.  John,  sou  of  Abraham,  (11,)  m.  Anna,  dau.  of  Eben  Ilotchkiss, 
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March  25,  1806.  Cli. :  I.  Eben,  b.  Xov.  6,  180G,  IL  Beza,  b.  April 
22,  1808. 

I  have  not  found  the  connection  of  the  following  with  the  pre- 
ceding. 

JosKPH  Prichard,  son  of  of  Milford,  m.  Rebecca,  dau.  of  James 

Srailh  of  Waterbiirv,  Aug.  2,  1761,  and  d.  at  Saybrook,  Oct.  23,  1775, 
aged  35.  Ch.  :  I.  Sarah,  b.  Sept.  5, 1763  ;  IT.  Mary,  b.  Aug.  19,  1765  ; 
III.  Thomas  Gains,  b.  Oct.  3,  1768  ;  IV.  William,  b.  June  4,  1771  ;  V. 
Elizabeth,  b.  April  14,  1774. 

RICnARDSOX. 

1.  Thomas  Richardson  or  Richaso^  had  ch.,  Thomas,  Mary, 
Sarah,  John,  Israel,  Rebecca,  Ruth,  Johannah,  Nathaniel,  Ebenezer. 
(See  p.  179.) 

2.  John,  son  of  Thomas,  (1,)  had  ch.,  I.  Ruth,  b.  Feb.  10,  1701-2,  ra. 
1st,  John  Hill,  2d,  Moses  Doolittle;  II.  and  III.  b.  Sept. '4,  1703,  and 
d.  the  same  month  ;  IV.  Elizabeth,  b.  Oct.  5,  1704,  m.  Nathaniel  Arnold, 
Jr. ;  V.  Mary,  b.  Feb.  14,  1707,  ra.  Nathan  Prindle  ;  VI.  Sarah,  b.  April 
28,  1710,  m.  Samuel  Weed;  VII.  John,  b.  March  5,  1713,  d.  before 
Nov.  28,  1749.  His  estate  was  distributed  to  his  four  sisters  or  their 
children. 

3.  Israel,  son  of  Thomas,  (1,)  had  ch. :  I.  Mary,  b.  April  10,  1699, 
d.  Dec.  5,  1712;  II.  Hannah,  b.  April  2,  1705,  m.  John  Scott;  HI. 
Joseph,  b.  June  11,  1708;  IV.  Israel,  b.  Aug.  28,  1711,  lived  in  Sun- 
derland, Mass. 

4.  Ebenezer,  son  of  Thomas,  (1,)  had  ch. :  I.  Phebe,  b.  April  22, 
1716,  d.  Jan.  9,  1717  ;  H.  Phebe,  b.  Dec.  15,  I7i7;  HI.  Thomas,  b. 
Dec.  7,  1720;  IV.  Joseph,  b.  Sept.  21,  1725,  d.  young;  V.  Nathaniel, 
b.  April  8,  1729;  VI.  Sarah,  b.  Dec.  23,  1731. 

5.  Thomas,  son  of  Ebenezer,  (4,)  m.  Abigail  W^ay,  April  8,  1756, 
who  d.  Jan.  21,  1775,  and  he  ra,  2d,  Eunice,  wid.  of  John  Iliekox, 
April  15,  1776.  Ch.  :  I.  Sarah,  b.  June  8,  1757,  d.  Jan.  13,  1772  ;  II. 
Irene,  b.  March  15,  1759,  d.  July  6,  1774;  HI.  Chloe,  b.  July  26, 
1701,  d.  Feb.  25,  1776;  IV.  Israel,  b.  Sept.  25,  1764,  d.  March  29, 
1772  ;  V.  Abigail,  b.  May  24,  1769,  d.  April  8,  1772  ;  VI.  Ancer,  b. 
March  13,  1771,  d.  April  20,  1772  ;  VII.  Thomas,  b.  June  12,  1777  ; 
VIII.  Margaret,  b.  Aug.  14,  1779,  m.  John  Beecher  ;  IX.  Eunice,  b. 
Dec.  21,  1781,  m.  Samuel  Porter. 

6.  Nathaniel,,  son  of  Ebenezer,  (4,)  ra.  Phebe,  dau.  of  John  Bron- 
son,  April  I,  1752,  and  d.  Oct.  31,  1792.  His  wife  d.  April  6,  1811, 
Ch. :  L  Joseph,  b.  March  28,  1754,  d.  June  16,  1773  ;  H.  Tamer,  b. 


APPENDIX. 


527 


Sept.  13,  1758,  m.  Stephen  Hotclikiss;  III.  Ruth,  b.  Dec.  15,  1T61,  ra. 
Asbbel  Osborne,  June  9,  1785  ;  IV.  Phebe,  b.  June  17,  17G5,  m.  Joseph 
Bartholomew,  d.  Oct.  1800  ;  V.  Ebenezer,b.  Sept.  3, 1769,  m.  Mehitable 
Clark,  lived  in  Middlebury,  had  14  ch.  and  d.  Feb.  1826;  VL  Hannah, 
b.  May  22,  1772,  d.  July  20,  1773  ;  VII.  Xathaniel,  b.  Oct.  28,  1774  ; 
Vlir.  Hannah,  b.  Oct.  18,  1779,  m.  Reuben  Upson. 

7.  Nathaniel,  son  of  Nathaniel,  (6,)  m.  Comtbrt  Stone,  April,  1794. 
She  d.  March  29,1756.  Ch. :  I.Maria,  b.  Jan.  6,  1795,  m,  Garry 
Bronson;  II.  Nancy,  b.  March  8, 1797,  ni.  Merritt  Piatt,  May, 1815. .  He 
d.  Sept.  1815,  and  she  m.  Leonard  Bronson,  April  14, 1819  ;  IH.  Julia,  b. 
1799,  d.  1800  ;  IV.  John  Bronson,  b.  Nov.  1 804,  graduated  at  Dartmouth 
College,  is  a  clercryman  at  Pittsford,  N.  Y.  He  m.  Maria,  dau.  of  Pbilo 
Bronson,  in  1832,  who  d.  in  1834,  and  he  m.  in  1836,  Susan  A.,  sister 
of  his  first  wife,  who  d.  April,  1856  ;  V.  Nathaniel  S,,  b.  1810,  izradua- 
ted  at  Y.  C,  is  an  Episcopal  clergyman,  has  been  settled  at  Watertown 
and  Derby,  and  is  now  editor  of  the  Church  Review.  He  m.  Lydia, 
dau.  of  James  Murdock,  D.D.,  of  New  Haven  ;  VI.  Merritt  P.,  h.  1816, 
d.  the  same  year;  VII.  Samuel  S.,  b.  Dec.  1817,  d.  at  Harrisburg, 
Pa.,  Sept.  4,  18  42,  while  a  member  of  Union  College. 

SCOTT. 

1.  Edmund  Scott,  of  Farraington  and  Waterbury,  had  cli.,  Joseph, 
Edmund,  Samuel,  Jonathan,  George,  David,  Robert,  Elizabeth  and  Han- 
nah.   {See  p.  181.) 

2.  Edmund,  son  of  EJmund,  (1.)  had  Sarah,  Samuel,  Elizabeth,  Han- 
nah, Edmund,  John,  Jonathan.    (See  p.  183.) 

3.  JosATHAN,  SOD  of  Edmund,  (1.)  had  Jonathan,  John,  Mar!:ha,  Ger- 
shom,  PJeazer,  Daniel.    (See  p.  184.) 

4.  George,  son  of  Edmund,  (1,)  had,  I.  Obadiah,  b.  April  5,  1692; 
H.  George,  b.  March  20,  1694,  d.  May  9,  1725,  unm. ;  IL?  WiHiani.  b. 
March  3,  1696;  IV.  Elizabeth,  b.  April  4,  1698,  ra.  Gamaliel  Terrel 
and  went  to  New  Mil  ford ;  V.  Zebulon,  b.  Jan.  10,  1700,  d.  170'  ;  VI. 
Samuel,  b.  April  26,  1702;  VII.  Edmund,  b.  Sept.  4,  1704  ;  VIII.  Ben- 
jamin, b.  April  30,  1707,  d.  Dec.  1725  ;  IX.  Eohraira,  b.  June  16.  1710, 
d.  Feb.  27,  1744-5. 

5.  David,  son  of  Edmund,  (1.)  had,  I.  Hannah,  b.  March  21,  lOOS-9; 
H.  Hester,  b.  Aug.  1700;  HI.  David,  b.  May  12,  1701;  IV.  Ruth,  b. 
Sept.  29,  1704,  m.  Jonaihan  Keisey  ;  V.  and  VI.  Martha  and  Mary,  b. 
Jan.  1707  ;  Martha,  d.  April,  1707;  VH.  Elizabeth,  b.  May  7,  1709,ni. 
Samuel  Judd;  VIII.  Stephen,  b.  March  12,  1711  ;  IX.  Obadiah,  b.  Dec. 
4,  1714. 
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G.  Samuel,  son  of  Edmund,  (2,)  m.  Mary,  dau.  of  John  Rii.luirds, 
Jan.  13, 1725,  and  d.  April  3,  17GS.  Ch. :  1.  Gideon,  b.  Sept.  22,  1725  ; 
II.  Lois,  b.  March  20,  1727  ;  III.  Abraham,  b.  xVpril  26,  1729,  d.  Jan.  8, 
1730-1  ;  IV.  Isaac,  b.  April  26,  1729;  V.  Abraham,  b.  Oct.  IS,  1731, 
d.  Nov.  8,  1732;  VI.  Mary,  b.  Sept.  7,  1733;  VII.  Sarah,  b.  April  4, 
1735,  m.  Edmund  Scott;  VIII.  Samuel,  b.  Feb.  14,  1738,  m.  Damaras 
Lewis;  IX.  Jemima,  b.  Nov,  23,  1740,  m.  Jeremiah  Peck,  Jr. 

7.  Edmuxh,  son  of  Edmund,  (2.)  m.  ^lartha,  dau.  of  John  Andruss, 
Aug.  12,  1730,  and  d.  March  23,  1733.  His  wid.  m.  Ebenezer  Warner, 
April  18,  1734.  Ch. :  L  Jemima,  b.  May  2,  1731,  d.  May  16,  1735  :  IL 
Comfort,  b.  July  22,  1733.  m.  Obadiah  Scott. 

8.  John,  son  of  Edtiiund,  (2,)  m.  Eunice,  dau.  of  Thos.  Griffin  of  Sims- 
bury,  Oct.  29,  1730.  He  d.  March  U,  3  756.  Ch. :  L  Amos.  b.  Feb. 
19,  1732  ;  IL  John,  b.  Jan.  30,  1734,  d.  in  176G,  no  issue  ;  III.  £  Imand, 
b.  Jan.  9,  1730,  m.  Sarah  Scott,  and  d.  about  1760,  no  issue;  IV.  Abra- 
ham, b.  March  18,  1739,  '-killed  with  thunder."  April  7,  1750;  V,  Eu- 
nice, b.  Jan.  4,  1741,  d.  Aug.  12,  1759  ;  VL  Abiiraii,  b.  Oct.  5,  1743,  m. 

  Moses;  VIL  Jonathan,  b.  Oct.  1745.  d.  1749;  VIII,  Reuben,  b. 

Aug.  15,  1747;  IX.  Abraham,  b.  May  11,  1750,  d.  March,  1753;  X. 
Abel,  b.  Xov.  19,  1756,  m.  Anne  Perkins  of  New  Haven,  Jan.  30,  1776 
— had  ch. 

9.  Jonathan,  son  of  Jonathan,  (3.)  m.  Mary,  dau.  of  Joseph  Hurlbut 
of  Vy'oodbury,  July  14,  1725.  She  d.  May,  1727,  and  he  m.  2d,  Re- 
becca, dau.  of  Samuel  Frost  of  Branford,  July  29,  1729.  He  d.  May 
16,  1745.  Ch.:  L  John,  b.  May  6,  1726;  IL  Abel,  b.  Auir.  3,  l73o'; 
HL  Thankful,  b.  May  10,  1732:  IV.  Phebe,  b.  May  24,  1734;  V.  Re- 
becca, b.  Oct.  3,  1736;  VL  Rachel,  b.  Nov.  3,  1739;  VIL  Ebon,  b. 
July,  1747. 

10.  GeRSFio\f,  son  of  Jonathan,  (3.)  m.  ^^lary,  dau.  of  Jonathan  Fen- 
ton  of  Fairlield,  Nov.  1  7,  1728.  and  d.  June  24,  1780.  Ch.:  I.  Wait, 
b.  Aug.  17,  1729;  II.  Hannah,  b.  Stpt.  9,  1731,  m.  E.  S<:oLt ;  IIL 
Sarah,  b.  St-pt.  1735;  IV.  Mary,  b.  May  17,  1739;  V.  and  VL  (rer^hom 
and  Ann,  b.  June  9,  1744.  Ger>hom  d.  June  29,  1778.  Aim  m.  Amos 
Hotclikiss. 

11.  D.jct.  Daniel,  son  of  Jonathan,  (3,)  m.  Hannah,  dau.  of  David 
Way,  and  d.  April  2,  1762.  Ch. :  L  Esther,  b.  May  23,  1750  ;  11.  Jona- 
than, b.  Sept.  29,  1751;  IIL  John,  b.  April  30,  1753  ;  IV.  Martha,  b, 
Jan.  19,  1755,  d.  Aug.  31,  1759;  V.  Eieazer,  b.  May  24,1756;  VL 
Elizabeth,  b.  Sept.  21,  1757,  d.  Sept.  15,  1759;  VIL  Hannah,  b.  Jan. 
16,  1759;  VIH.  Daniel,  b.  Oct.  1,  1760. 

12.  Oradia'iI,  son  of  George,  (4,)  m.  Hannah,  dau.  of  Ezekiel  Buck  of 
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WethersfieM,  Oct.  10,  1716,  and  d.  in  1735.     His  wife  d.  June  12, 

1749.    Ch. :  1.  ,  b.  June  20,  1717;  IL  Zebulon,  b.  June  IG,  1718  ; 

III.  Mary,  b.  1720,  d.  Sept.  1722;  IV.  Enoch,  b.  Oct.  1722  ;  V. 
Comfort,  b.  Jan.  31,  1723;  VI.  George,  b.  Nov.  10,  1725;  Vll.  Oba- 
diah,  b.  Jan.  6,  1727  ;  VIII.  Ezekiel,  b.  Sept.  20,  1730. 

13.  William,  son  of  George,  (4,)  m.  Juliannah,  dan.  of  Thos.  Judd  of 
Hartford,  Nov.  30,  1727.  She  d.  Jan.  25,  1771.  Ch. :  1.  Benjamin,  b. 
Sept.  G,  1728  ;  H.  Timothy,  b.  April  21,  1731;  III.  Anne,  b.  Jan.  11, 
1734,  d.  Oct.  30,1749;  Iv.  Ttachel,  b,  Sept.  27,  1  736,  d.  April  2, 
17GG  ;  V.  Patience,  b.  Nov.  1748,  1740. 

14.  Samuel,  son  of  George,  (4.)  m.  Presilla,  dan.  of  John  Hull  of 
Derby,  Sept.  26,  1727.  Shed.  Sept.  23,  1735,  and  he  m.  2a,  wid. 
Lois  Striclin,  May  4,  175G,  who  d.  Nov.  20,  1762.  He  m.  3J,  Eunice 
Ashley  of  Hanford,  March  17,  1763,  and  d.  Sept.  15,  1790.  Ch. :  I. 
Sybel,  b.  July  6,  1730,  d.  March  1,  1793,  unm.;  11.  Elizabeth,  b.  Feb. 
27,  1732,  d.  Sept.  1.  1814,  unm.;  III.  Ebenezer,  b.  April  18,  1  735,  ra. 
M.iry  Weed;  IV.  Eunice,  b.  June  II,  1738;  V.  Samuel,  b.  April  10, 
1744,  d.  Sept.  20,  1749  ;  VL  Ashley,  b.  Jane  17,  1764. 

15.  EoMrvD.  son  of  Georore,  (4,)  m.  Martha,  dau.  of  Robert  Royce  of 
Wallingf.jrd,  March  26,  1730.  Ch. ;  I.  Mary,  b.  March  23,  1731  ;  H. 
Robert,  b.  Aug.  3,  1733,  m.  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Gamaliel  Terrel.  Dcc.  29. 
1762  ;  HI.  Noah,  b.  Jan.  24,  1736,  d.  May  9,  1737  ;  IV.  Ebenezer,  b. 
March  23,  1738,  d.  same  day;  V.  Martha,  b.  May  2,  1739;  VL  Abi- 
gail, b.  July  3,  1742;  VIL  Comfort,  b.  April  24,  1745;  VIIL  Noah, 
b.,  April  4,  1743  ;  IX.  Lydia,  b.  March  23,  1751. 

16.  David,  son  of  David,  (5,)  ra.  Hannah,  dau.  of  William  Ilickox, 
Jan.  25,  1735.  Ch.  ;  1.  Zndock,  b.  Oct.  15,  1733,  d.  1746  ;  IL  Na'han, 
b.  Aug.  23,  1735,  d.  1748;  HL  David,  b.  June  22,  1738;  IV.  F;.- 
tience,  d.  May  0,  1747  ;  V.  Hannah,  d.  June  29,  1754  ;  VL  Submit,  b. 
Dec.  22,  1746;  VII.  Sarah,  b.  June  8,  1749,  m.  Wait  Smith. 

17.  SrEPiiSN-,  son  of  David,  (5,)  m.  Rebecca,  dau.  of  John  V/uisey  of 
Jamaica,  L.  I.,  April  9,  1734,  and  d.  March  25,  1744.  Ch.  :  I  Sarah, 
b.  Feb.  14,  1730,  d.  Sept.  11,  1749;  11.  Stf^phen,  b.  Sept.  14,  1738;  IIL 
AVolsey,  b.  April  13,  1741,  d.  in  Watertown,  Dec.  12,  1794. 

18.  Obadiaii,  son  of  David,  (5,)  m.  Mary,  dau.  of  John  Andrnss, 
May  20,  1733.  Ch. :  1.  and  IL  twins,  d.  youncj;  III.  Eliphas,  b.  Jan. 
3,  1735;  IV.  Obadiah,  b.  April  12,  1737;  V.  Je^.e,  b.  May  30,  1739  ; 
VL  Barnabas,  b.  March  7,  1741  ;  VIL  Abigail,  b.  July  3,  1746  ;  VIIL 
Mar raret,  b.  July  30,  1748;  IX.  Mary,  b.  Sept.  14,  1750;  X.  Elizabeth, 
b.  Feb.  15,  1753  ;  XL  Ruth,  b.  Nov.  1756. 

19.  Gideon,  son  of  Samuel,  (6,)  m.  Phebe  Barnes,  April  15,  1755. 
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She  d.  April  25,  1760,  and  he  m.  II\nnah,  wid.  of  James  Brown,  Oct. 
4,  1762.  Slie  d.  Sept.  12,  1766.  Ch.  :  I.  Lois,  b.  Oct.  17,  1756  ;  II. 
Ccileb,  b.  July  11,  1758;  III.  Mary,  b.  June  25,  1763  ;  IV.  Alatbea,  b. 
March  18,  1765. 

20.  Isaac,  son  of  Samuel,  (6.)  m.  Anne,  dau.  of  Ebenezer  Frisbie  of 
Sharon,  OoL.  31,  1753.  Slie  d.  Dec.  3,  1766,  and  he  ra.  Sarah  Smith, 
March  4,  1767,  who  d.  Feb.  12,  1783.  Ch. :  I.David,  b.  Jan.  25, 
1755  — drowned,  May  10,  1773  ;  II.  Mose>,  b.  Feb.  16,  1756,  d.  Dec. 
21,  1773;  HI.  Thaddeus,  b.  April  25,1757;  IV.  Leva,  b.  Sept  27, 
1758,  d.  Jan.  15,  1775;  V.  Mesibah,  b.  Aug,  10,  1760,  d.  Sept.  23, 
1782  ;  VI.  Abner,  b.  May  10,  1762  ;  VIL  Wealthy,  b.  Jidy  22,  1764  ; 
VIIL  Abraham,  b.  Aug.  2,  1766. 

21.  Amos,  son  of  John,  (8,)  m.  Dorca=!,  dau.  of  Ebenezer  "Warner, 
April  4,  1759.  She  d.  May  14, 1763,  and  he  ra.  2d,  Lois,  wid.  of  Ezekiel 
Scott,  Sept.  12,  1763.  Ch. :  L  Eunice,  b.  Feb.  23,  1760  ;  IL  Diana,  b. 
March  14,  1762,  d.  March  12,  1763;  IIL  Amos  b.  May  3,  1764;  IV. 
John,  b.  Aprir4, 1766  ;  V.  Edmund,  b.  June  7,  1768  ;  VI.  Lois,  b.Dec.  31, 
1770;  VIL  Dorcas,  b.  Nov.  1,  1773.  d.  1774  ;  VIIL  Levi,  b.  July  3,1775. 

22.  Zkbulon,  son  of  Obadiali,  (12,)  m.  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Samuel 
Warner,  April  18,  1748,  and  d.  May  12,  1798.  Ilis  wife  d.  June  21, 
1798,  aged  72.  Ch. :  1.  Simeon,  b.  March  1,  1750;  II.  Huldah,  b. 
Nov.  7,  1753,  m.  Juhn  Powers;  III.  Daniel,  b.  May  4,  1757,  d.  June 
10,  1762;  IV.  Justus,  went  to  Vv^allingford,  Vt.,  and  had  a  large 
family. 

23.  Enoch,  son  of  Obadiah,  (12,)  m.  Sarah,  dau.  of  Lieut.  Thcs.  Por- 
ter, May  14,  1750.  Ch. :  L  Hannal),  b.  May  19,  1751  ;  IL  Euni.  e,  b. 
Oct.  15,  1752;  IIL  Enoch,  b.  Oct.  6,  1754;  lY.  Sarah,  b.  Sept.  2, 
1757;  Y.  Uri,  b.  Aug.  2,  1759;  YL  Prue,  b.  April  6,  1761 ;  VIL  Es- 
ther, b.  Sept.  22,  1763  ;  YIIL  Miile,  b.  March  21,  1766;  IX.  Mark, 
b.  1758. 

24.  Ezekiel,  son  of  Obadiah,  (12.)  m.  Lois,  dau.  of  John  Fenn,  April 
13,  1758.  and  d.  Jan.  20,  1759.    Gb. :  L  Ezekiel,  b.  Jan.  3,  1'*  59. 

25.  Obadiah,  son  of  Obadiab,  (12.)  m.  Comfort,  dau.  of  Edmund 
Scott,  April  8,  1751.  Sbe  d.  April,  1798.  He  d.  Sept.  1810.  Ch.  : 
L  Annis,  b.  April  2,  1753  ;  IL  Mercy,  b.  July  2,  1755  ;  III.  Lydia,  b. 
Nov.  28,  1757:  IV,  Martha,  b.  Jfin.  29,  1761;  V.  Sarah,  b.  Sept.  2-3, 
1763,  d.  O.-t.  30,  1765  ;  VL  Patience,  b.  June  21,  1766;  VIL  Edmund 
Andru^s,  b.  Oct.  17,  1771. 

26.  Benjamin'.  «on  of  William,  (13,)  m.  Mary,  dau.  of  Obadiah  Rich- 
ards Jan.  13,  1757.  Ch. :  L  Hannah,  b.  May  12,  1753;  IL  Mary,  b. 
Jan.  12,  1762;  IIL  Chloe,  b.  F<ib.  13,  1767,  m.  Elijah  Terrel. 
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27.  Ashley,  son  of  Samuel,  (14.)  m.  Martha,  dau.  ofl^enjamin  Jud- 
son  of  Stratford,  April  25,  1787,  and  d.  May  15,  1842.  His  wid.  d. 
Dec.  1848,  aged  83.  Cb.:  I.Betsey,  b.  Dee.  2'J,  1787,  m.  James 
Street;  IL  "Catey,"  b.  Jan.  15,  1793,  ra.  Miles  Morris,  and  d.  July  8, 
1837  ;  TIL  Lewis,  b.  Dec,  14,  1796,  d.  1827  ;  IV.  Edmund,  b.  April  13, 
1799  ;  V.  Erama,  b.  June  28,  1801. 

28.  Stephex,  son  of  Stephen,  (17.)  m.  Freelove,  dau.  of  Amos  Hick- 
ox,  Novr.  30,  17-58.  Ch. :  I.  Freelove,  b.  May  0,  1759  ;  IL  Kebecca,  b. 
Aug.  20,  1761  ;  III.  Stephen,  b.  April  23,  17G3  ;  IV.  Uri,  b.  May  13, 
1765. 

29.  Elipiias,  son  of  Obadiab,  (18,)  m.  Hannah,  dau.  of  Gershom  Scott, 
Feb.  14,  1757.  Ch. :  I.  Nancy,  b.  Dec.  4,  1759;  TI.  Jesse,  b.  Sept.  6, 
1762;  HI.  Irene,  b.  Nov.  16,  1767;        Jare  i,  b.  March  22,  1771.' 

30.  Obadiah,  son  of  Obadiah,  (IS,)  m.  Hannah,  dau.  of  John  How, 
March  10,  1755.  C!i. :  I.  H  mnah,  b.  Sept.  28,  1755  :  If.  Olive,  b.  Sept. 
23,  1757  ;  HI.  Lucy,  b.  July  26,  1760  ;  IV.  Jesse,  b.  May  2,  1763  ;  V. 
David,  b.  June  22,  1765;  VI.  Rose,  b.  Nov.  6,  1768. 

31.  Barn-abas,  son  of  Oba'iiah,  (18.)  m.  Rebecca,  dan.  of  Doct. 
Ephraim  Warner,  Nov.  15,  1764.  She  d.  Sept.  22,  1773.  Cb.:  I. 
Sabra,  b.  Jan.  14,  1766  ;  H.  Orpha,  b.  Nov.  10, 1767  ;  IH.  Margaret,  b. 
Dec.  5,  1769,  d.  in  infancy  ;  IV.  Margaret,  b.  Nov.  5,  1772. 

32.  Thaddeus,  son  of  Isaac,  (20,)  m.  Orange,  dau.  of  Tho«.  Ham- 
mond, May  23,  1782.  She  d.  March  21,  1826.  Ch.  :  L  Levi.  b.  Oct. 
27,  1782  ;  H.  Moses,  b.  Feb.  28,  1785  ;  III.  Jacob,  b.  Feb.  20.  1786  ; 
IV.  Anna,  b.  Feb.  1,  1788,  d.  June  22,  1802  ;  V.  Pbilo,  b.  Oct.  6,  1700  ; 
VL  Mcibel,  b.  July  8,  1  792,  d.  Oct.  24,  1803  ;  VIL  Moses,  b.  April  14, 
1795;  VIH.  Thaddeus,  b.  Oct.  19,  1797,  d.  Oct.  29,  1797;  IX.  Tru- 
man, b.  Nov.  4,  1798,  d.  Oct.  19,  1803  ;  X.  Isaac,  b.  May  8,  1801  ;  XL 
Bazaleel,  b.  May  1,  1803. 

33.  Abn'er,  son  of  Isaac,  (20,)  m.  Aleathea,  dau.  of  John  Bradley  of  New 
Haven,  Feb.  5,  1783,  and  d.  March  13,  1812.  Cb. :  L  Lucy.  b.  Aug. 
29,  1785;  IL  Clary,  b.  Fob.  14,  1788  ;  HL  Eklad,  b.  April  25,  1791  ; 
IV.  Deborah,  b.  Nov.  1,  1793;  V.  Aiathea,  b.  April  2,  1796;  VL 
Wealthy,  b.  Ojt.  7,  1798;  VIL  Pbebe,  b.  April  6,  1 801,  d.  Oct.  4, 
1805;  Vni.  Phebe  Ehnira,  b.  Aug.  15,  1805  ;  IX,  Marcus,  b.  June  18, 
1807. 

34.  SiMEOX,  son  of  Zebulon,  (22,)  m.  Lucy,  dau.  of  Capt.  Abraham 
Hickox,  March  9,  1775,  and  d.  Aug.  28,  1828.  His  wid.  d.  Feb.  19, 
1829.  Ch.:  I.  Jemima,  b.  Nov.  21,  1775,  m.  David  Ilnngerford,  April 
2,  1804  ;  IL  Joel,  b.  May  15,  1777,  m.  Hannah,  dau.  of  Michael  Bron- 
son,  Feb.  15,  1796;  HL  Prue,  b.  Oct.  4,  1778,  d.  Sept.  12,  17S0  ;  IV. 
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Elizabeth,  b.  Marcb  19,  1780;  Y.  Daniel,  b.  March  7,  1782  ;  YI.  Mark, 
b.  Sept.  30,  1783;  YIL  Titus,  b.  Sept.  7,  1785,  ra.  Rhoda,  dau.  of  Na- 
thaniel Hall,  Dec.  1808;  VIII.  Jesse,  b.  June  10,  1787,  m.  Susan,  dau. 
of  David  Downs,  Aug.  7,  1811  ;  IX.  Prudence,  b.  March  7,  1789;  X. 
Linus  Vf.,  b.  March  27,  1791,  m.  Minerva,  dau.  of  James  Nichols,  Feb. 
8,  1818. 

35.  Uri,  son  of  Enoch,  (23,)  ni.  Esther,  dau.  of  Abiel  Roberts,  Dec. 

26,  1780.  Ch. :  I.  Silas,  b.  July  22,  1781;  11.  Rusha,  b.  Aug.  7,  1783; 
IIL  Alpheus,  b.  Sept.  30,  1785. 

36.  Mark,  Titus  and  Jesse,  sons  of  Simeon,  (34,)  went  to  Springfield, 
Pa.  Mark  has  one  son  and  one  dau.,  Titus  two  sons  and  a  dau.,  and 
Jesse  six  sons. 

SCO  Y  ILL. 

1.  Serg.  John  Scovill,  son  of  John  of  AYaterbury  and  Haddam,  had 
ch.,  John,  b.  Jan.  1,  1694;  Obadiah,  b.  April  23,  1697;  Sarah,  b.  Oct. 
24,  1700;  William,  b.  Sept.  7,  1703  ;  Uannah,  b.  March  19,  1706-7  ; 
Edward,  b.  Feb.  10,  1710-1  J. 

2.  Lieut.  JoHX,  son  of  John,  Jr.,  (1,)  had  ch.:  I.  Obadiah,  b,  Oct.  9, 
1725  ;  II.  Mary,  b.  March  31,  1727,  m.  Andrew  Bronson  ;  111.  John,  b. 
Nov.  24,  1729,  d.  young;  IV.  Asa,  b.  April  4,  1732  ;  Y.  Hannah,  b.  Jan. 
20,  1734-5,  m.  Jabez  TuLtle ;  VL  John,  b.  Oct.  27,  17  38;  VIL 
Stephen,  b.  Aug.  19,  1740;  YHL  Timothy,  b.  Jane  27,  1742;  IX. 
Annis,  b.  May  23,  1744;  X.  Annis,  m.  Nathaniel  Selkrigg. 

3.  Lieut.  Y^iLLiAM,  son  of  John,  Jr.,  (1,)  had,  I.  Anna,  b.  March  25, 
1731,  rn.  Rev.  Eleazer  Prindle  and  d.  in  1789;  II.  Rev.  James,  b.  Jan. 

27,  1732-3  ;  IH.  Samuel,  b.  Nov.  4,  1735  ;  IV.  Abijah,  b  Dec.  27,  1733  ; 
v.  William,  b.  Feb.  9,  1744-5;  YI.  Darius,  b.  May  15,  1746,  m.,  had 
ch.  and  removed  to  the  State  of  N.  Y.  with  his  family.  His  son  Selah 
remained  in  Y'atertown  and  ra.Sabrina  Foote — had  a  son  Hubert,  who 
resides  in  Watertown  and  has  ch. 

4.  Edwakd,  son  of  John,  Jr.,  (1,)  had  ch.,  I.  Sarah,  b.  Feb.  25,  1740- 
1  ;  II.  Edward,  b.  Feb.  5,  1744-5,  ra.  Ruth  Norton,  Nov.  26,  17  70,  and 
d.  March  21,  1778. 

5.  Obadiah,  son  of  John,  (2,)  ra.  1st,  Hannah  Hull  of  Norwalk, 
July  14,  1752,  who  d.  Aug.  22,  1756,  and  he  m.  2d,  Hannali.  dau.  of 
Danl.  Porter,  June  11,  1760.  She  d.  June,  1766  and  he  d.  ^^arch  19, 
1768.  Ch.  :  L  Sarah,  b.  Nov.  9,  1752;  IL  David,  b.  Jan.  26,  1755  ; 
IJL  Anna,  b.  Feb.  4,  1761,  d,  April  9,  1781  ;  lY,  David,  b.  June  5, 
1762,  d,  March  19,  1768. 
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6.  Asa,  son  of  John,  (2,)  m.  Lois  Warner,  Dec.  10,  1755.  Cb. :  I. 
Selah,  b.  June  20,  1757;  II.  Amasa,  b.  Dec.  22,  1758;  III.  Seiden,  b. 
July  G,  1760;  IV.  Sarah,  b.  Nov.  1,  1766;  Y.  Daniel;  YI.  Obadiah, 
m.  Mille  Xichols,  Dec,  6,  1790. 

7.  John,  son  of  John,  (2,)  ra.  Anna  Barnes,  Sept.  14,  1763,  and  d. 
Sept.  15,  1807.  Ch. :  1.  Truman,  b.  Feb.  24,  1764;  II.  Reuben,  b. 
Oct.  2,  1765  ;  III.  John,  b.  Feb.  17,  1768,  d.  same  year;  IV.  John,  b. 
Aug.  12,  1770,  d.  Oct.  10,  1830;  V.  Anne,  b.  Dec.  27,  1772;  VI. 
CLarissa,  b.  Feb.  24,  1776. 

8.  TiMOTHr,  son  of  John,  (2,)  m.  Jemima,  dan,  of  Doct.  Danl.  Por- 
ter, April  7,  1762,  and  d.  June  22,  1824.  Ch. :  I.  Timothy,  b.  Xov. 
28,  1702;  11.  Noah,  b.  Jan.  27,  1765  ;  III.  Daniel,  b.  Dec.  12,  1766, 
d.  1767;  lY.  Jemima,  b.  Jan.  3,  1768,  d.  1783;  V.  Hannah,  b.  Dec. 
23,  1770;  VI.  Sylvia,  b.  Aug.  28,  1773  ;  VII.  Daniel,  b.  Nov.  6,  1775  ; 
YIII.  David,  b.  Jan.  4,  1780. 

9.  Rev.  James,  son  of  WiiKam,  (3.)  m.  x\my,  dau.  of  Capt.  George 
Nichols,  Nov.  7,  1762.  Ch. :  1.  James,  b.  March  19,  1764,  settled  in 
AVaterbury ;  11.  William,  b.  1766,  m.  Ann  Davidson,  d.  in  1851  ;  III. 
Hannah,  b.  1768,  m.  Daniel  Michean  ?  and  d.  1846  ;  IV.  Rev.  Eiias,  b. 
1771,  m.  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  William  Scovill,  and  d.  in  1841  ;  V.  Samuel, 
b.  1773,  ra.  1st,  Deborah  Gilbert,  2d,  Mary  Smith;  VI.  Daniel,  b. 
1776;  VII.  Sarah,  b.  1777,  m.  Doct.  C.  Hathaway,  d.  in  1846;  VIII. 
Edward,  b.  1779,  m.  Polly  Bates,  d.  1840;  IX.  Henry,  b.  1781,  m. 
Mary  Cunningham. 

10.  Samuel,  son  of  William,  (3,)  m.  Ruth,  dau.  of  Benjamin  Bron- 
son,  Dec.  10,  1756.  She  d.  Aug.  18,  1T6I,  and  he  m.  2d,  Harts- 
horn, May  3,  1765.  Ch. :  I.  Anna,  b.  ^lay  13,  1759;  11.  Ruth,  b. 
Aug.  12,  1761  ;  HI.  Uri,  b.  1765,  ra.  Melliscent,  dau.  of  Samuel  South- 

mayd,  Oct.  17,  1784,  who  d.  Oct.  1796.    Ch. :  1.  ,  b.  Aug.  15, 

1785  ;  2.  Chester,  b.  1787  ;  3.  Southmayd,  b.  1789  ;  4.  Sarah,  b.  1791 ; 
5.  Ruih  Ann,  b.  1793;  6.  Geo.  Chester,  b.  1795. 

11.  William,  son  of  William,  (3,)  m.  Sarah,  dau.  of  Samuel 
Brown,  Dec.  24,  1767,  and  d.  Aug.  13,  1827.  Ch. :  1.  Bethel,  b. 
June  6,  1760,  d.  1775  ;  II.  Elizabeth,  b.  July  31,  1771,  d.  1774  ;*  III. 
William,!..  Sept.  29,  1773;  IV.  Elizabeth,  m.  Rev.  Elias  Scovill;  V. 
Samuel,  ui.  Ruthy  Langdon — lives  in  Watertown,  has  Sarah,  Mary  and 
William. 

12.  James,  son  of  R^v.  James,  (9,)  m.  Alathea,  dau.  of  Mitchel  Lam- 
son  of  Woodbury,  N^v.  16,  1788,  and  d.  Nov.  26,  1825.  Ch.  :  I. 
James  Mitchel  Lams«>n,  b.  Sept.  4,  17  89,  m.  Sarah,  dau.  of  William  U. 
Merrimau,  Oct.    9,  1849  ;  ch.,   James  Mitchel  Lamson,  b.  St-pt.  3, 
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1850;  Sarah  Alathea,  b.  Feb.  14,  1852;  Henry  William,  b.  Nor.  11, 
1853  ;  II.  Betsey,  b.  xMay  12,  1792,  m.  Sept.  10,  1809,  John  Bucking- 
ham;  III.  Sarah  U.,  b.  March  25,  1794,  ra.  Aaron  Hitchcock,  in  1821  ; 
IV.  William  IL,  b.  July  27,  179G,  m.  1st,  Eunice  Davies  of  Ogdens- 
burg,  N.  Y.,  July  2,  1827,  who  d.  Nov.  25,  1839,  and  he  m.  2d,  Re- 
becca II.  Smith  of  New  Haven,  March  23,  1841,  and  d.  March  27, 
1854.  His  wid.  d.  Aug.  4,  1854.  Ch.,  Alathea  Ruth,  b.  March  21, 
1828,  m.  Frederick  J.  King>bury;  Mary  Ann,  b.  May  3,  1831  ;  Thomas 
John,  b.  June  9,  1833,  d.  May  22, 1839  ;  Sarah  XL,  b.  July  13,  1839,  d. 
Nov.  4,  1839;  William  Henry,  b.  Jan.  1,  1842  ;  James  Mitchel  Lam- 
son,  b.  June  15,  1843,  d.  Feb.  8,  1846  ;  Nathan  Smith,  b.  April  3,  1847, 
d.  May  22,  1849.  Y.  Edward,  b.  Dec,  31,  1798,  m.  Harriet  Clark, 
Aug.  21.  1823  ;  YI.  Amy  M.,  b.  Feb,  9,  1801,  d.  April  30,  1804;  YH. 
Caroline,  b.  July  4,  1803,  m.  Rev.  William  Preston,  Oct.  1,  1842  :  YIII. 
Maria  A.,  b.  Aug.  l4,  1805,  m.  Hon,  Joel  Ilinman,  1825  ;  IX.  Mary,  b. 
July  23,  1808,  m.  Rev.  Jocob  L.  Clark,  April  28,  1829,  and  d.  May  2, 
1842;  X  Stella  Ann,  b.  May  19,  1811,  d.  Sept.  12,  1815. 

13.  Selah,  son  of  Asa,  (6,)  m.  Mary,  dau.  of  Abial  Roberts,  Nov,  6, 
1784.  Ch. :  1.  David,  b.  Sept,  6, 1787^;  11.  Mark,  b.  July  24,  1789  ;  III. 
Ebenezer,  b.  Nov.  25,  1791. 

TJPSON. 

1.  Thomas  Upson",  of  Hartford  and  Farraington,  had  ch.,  Thomas, 
Stephen,  Mary,  Hannah  and  Elizabeth.         ■  -  -  i 

2.  Serg.  Stephen,  son  of  Thos.,  (1.)  had,  Mary,  Stephen,  Elizabeth, 
Thomas,  Hannah,  Tabialha,  John  and  Thankful.    (See  p.  193.) 

3.  SiEPHEN-,  son  uf  Stephen,  (2.)  had  ch,  :  I.  Sarah,  b.  March  8,  1714, 
d.  1714;  II.  Sarah,  b.  July  26,  1715,  ra.  Gideon  Hickox,  Aug.  15, 
1734;  HI.  Stephen,  b.  Dec.  9,  1717;  lY.  and  Y.  Joseph  and  Benja- 
min, b.  Aug.  14,  1720  ;  VI.  Mary,  b.  May  2,  1724,  m.  Samuel  Porter, 
Dec.  9,  1747  ;  YII,  and  YHL  Ebenezer  and  Thankful,  b.  Se-t.  29, 
1727,  Ebenezer  d.  in  1749;  Thankful  m.  Ebenezer  Johnson,  Oct.  15, 
1756  ;  IX.  Jemima,  b.  April  8,  1730,  d.  in  1736  ;  X.  Hannah,  b.  Sept. 
29,  1735,  ra.  Jesse  Sperry,  May  8,  1759. 

4.  Thomas,  son  of  Stephen,  (2,)  had  ch. :  L  Thomas,  b.  Dec.  20, 
1719;  IL  and  IIL  Mary  and  John,  b.  Jan.  21,  1721,— John  d.  1741  ; 
lY.  Josiah,  b.  Jan.  28,  1724-25  ;  Y.  Asa,  b.  Nov.  30,  1728;  YL 
Timothy,  b,  Oct.  8,  1731 :  Yli.  Amos,  b.  March  17,  1734;  YIIL  Sam- 
uel, b.  March  8,  1737;  IX.  Freeman,  b.  July  24,  1739,  d.  1750. 

5.  John,  son  of  Stephen,  (2,)  had  ch. :  I.  Daniel,  b.  March  19,  1726  ; 
IL  Elijah,  b.  Feb.  11, 1727-28,  d.  young ;  III.  Elijah,  b.  Feb.  5,  1730- 
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31,  d.  1732-33  ;  IV.  Hannah,  b.  Xov.  17,  1733,  ra.  Silas  Merriraan  ;  Y. 
Martha,  b.  May  1,  1736,  rn.  Williarn  Barnes;  VI,  John,  b.  March  31, 
1739;  Vn.  James,  b.  Nov.  4,  1742  ;  VIII.  Elijah,  b.  May  6,  1745. 

6.  Stephex,  Esq.,  son  of  Stephen,  (3.)  m.  Saraii,  dau.  of  Tliornas 
Clark,  Jan.  14,  1749-50,  and  d.  March  27,  1769.  His  wid.  d.  Sept.  29, 
1813,  a.  90.  Ch.  :  I.  xMary,  b.  Nov.  21,  1750,  d.  Sept.  25,  l7o7  ;  11. 
Olive,  b.  Feb.  IS,  1753,  m.  Isaiah  Prichard ;  III.  Ebenezer,  b.  Aug.  11, 
1755,  d.  Sept.  20,  1757;  IV.  Stephen,  b.  Sept.  12,  1758,  was  sLot  in 
N.  Y.  in  1776;  V.  Esther,  b.  Sept.  21,  1760,  m.  Asahel  Bronson,  Feb. 
12,1784;  VI.  Sarah,  b.  July  15,  1763,  m.  Stephen  Gilbert  of  South 
Salem,  K  Y. ;  VIL  Mark,  b.  Feb.  21,  1766.  m.  Susanna  Allen,  and  d. 
July  19,  1820;  VIIT.  Daniel,  b.  March  7,  1769. 

7.  Joseph,  son  of  Stephen,  (3.)  m.  Comfort,  dau.  of  Obadiah  Scott, 
Feb.  13,  1744-45,  and  d.  Aug.  7,  1749.  His  wid.  d.  Nov.  28,  18U,  a. 
91.  Gh.:  I.  Jemima,  b.  July  14,  1746,  m.  Moses  Cook,  Nov.  4,  1766; 
11.  Ezekiel,  b.  Oct.  7,  1748,  m.  Mary,  dau.  of  Andrew  Bronson. 

8.  Benjamin,  son  of  Stephen,  (3,)  m.  Mary,  dau.  of  Dea.  Moses 
Blakeslee,  Nov.  17,  1743.  He  lived  in  Norlhbury.  Ch. :  I.  Faiel,  b. 
June  12,  1744,  m.  Deborah,  dau.  of  Samuel  Peck,  i\pril  23,  1760  ;  II. 
Susanna,  b.  Jan.  12,  1746,  m.  Benj.  Gaylord,  and  d.  in  1818;  HI.  Lois, 
b.  May  12,  1748,  m.  Israel  Terrei  ;  IV.  Joseph,  b.  May  5,  1750,  ra. 
Anna,  dau.  of  Thos.  Bronson,  Feb.  13,  1771  ;  V.  Benjamin,  b.  July  3, 
1752  ;  VI.  Jesse,  b.  Nov.  ^28,  1754,  d.  1755  ;  VII.  Jesse,  b.  Muy  25, 
1756;  VIII.  Noah,  b.  Sept,  26,  1758;  IX.  Asahel,  b.  April  25, 
1762,  m.  Mehitable,  dau.  of  Capt.  Thos.  Castle,  and  settled  in  Wolcou  ; 
X.  Mary,  b.  June  22,  1765;  XL  Sarah,  b.  July  23,  1763. 

9.  Samuel,  son  of  Thomas,  (4,)  m.  Ruth  —  Ch. :  1.  Mary,  b. 

Feb.  1759,  m.  Joseph  Minor  ;  11.  Archibald,  b.  April  26,  1761,  d.  1762  ; 
ILL  Isaac,  b.  Dec.  22,  1763  ;  IV.  Obed,  b.  Jan.  2,  1767;  V.  Harvey, 
b.  Nov.  11,  1769;  VL  and  VII.  Samuel  and  Ruth,  b.  Aug.  16,  1T72  ; 
VIIL  Jerusha,  b.  June  27,  1775,  d.  1775  ;  IX.  Manly,  b.  March  12, 
1777  :  X.  Betsey,  b.  Aug.  10,  1779. 

10.  ^Iark,  son  of  Stephen,  (6,)  had  ch. :  I.  Olive,  m.  Joseph  Blakeslee, 
IL  Esther;  III.  Sarah,  d.  unm.. ;  IV.  Lucena,  m.  William  Stowe ;  V. 
Lucius,  d.  aged  about  62  ;  VL  Rosetta,  d.  unm. ;  VIL  Jesse,  m,  Esther 
L.  Hotchkiss,  resides  in  V/aterbury  ;  VIIL  Sarah  Ann;  IX.  Davis,  d. 
aged  22. 

11.  Daniel,  son  of  Stephen,  (6,)  m.  Mary,  dau.  of  Samuel  Adams. 
She  u.  June  29,  1830,  and  he  m.  wid.  Phebe  Kirtland  of  Woodbury, 
Sept.  4,  1831,  who  d.  May  4,  1845.  He  d.  Oct.  1,  1854.  Ch.  :  1. 
Stephen,  b.  May  8,  1707,  d.  Dee.  6,  1822  ;  IL  Alvin,  b.  Dec.  4,  1798. 
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m.  Mary  Sperry,  and  lives  in  Mich.;  III.  Daniel,  1).  May  16,  1501,  m. 
Nancy  Hotchkiss — no  ch.,  lives  in  Watertown;  IV.  Minerva,  b.  March 
10,  1803,  d.  June  6,  1S22;  V.  Polly  Maria,  b.  Dec.  29, 1805,  d.  Jan. 
19,  1807;  YI.  William,  Nov.  1,  1807,  lives  in  Middlebury,  unm.;  VII. 
Merlin,  b.  Feb.  28,  1810,  in,  Emily  Beecher  of  Naugatuck, — residence, 
Woodbury;  VIII.  Sarah  Maria,  b.  Nov.  19,  1813,  m.  David  Siiuiiriers, 
lives  inAVoodbnry;  IX.  Thomas  Clark,  b.  Dee.  20,  1819,  m,  Ut, 
Harriet  Morris  of  Woodbury,  who  d.  July  12,  1S53,  and  m.  2d,  Cor- 
nelia Pease  of  Vt.,  lives  in  Waterbury. 

12.  Benjamin,  son  of  Benjamin,  (8,)  m.  Mary,  wid.  of  Thomes  Clark, 
Jan.  24,  1780,  and  d.  July,  1824.  His  wife  d.  June  13,  1816.  Ch.  :  I. 
Stephen,  b.  June  12,  1783.    (See  p.  443.) 

13.  Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  of  Farmington,  (4,)  m.  Hannah,  dau.  of 
Capt.  Timothy  Hopkins,  May  28,  1  749.  She  d.  June  6,  1757.  He 
d.  Sept.  5,  1764.  Ch. :  I.  Benoni,  (see  p.  443,)  b,  Feb.  14,  1750,  m. 
Leva  Hopkins;  II.  Charles,  b.  March  8,  1752  ;  III.  Sylvia,  b.  June  7, 
1756,  d.  1764. 

14.  Charles,  son  of  Thomas,  (13,)  m.  Wealthy  Hopkins,  May  26,  1773, 
and  d.  April  29,  1809.  His  wid.  d.  Dec.  28,1783.  Ch. :  I.  Wash- 
ington, b.  Sept.  2,  1775,  d.  April  15,  1813  ;  II.  Lee,  b.  May  7,  1178; 
IIL  Gates,  b.  July  18,  1780. 

15.  Reuben  Upson,  son  of  John,  and  grandson  of  John  ?  (5.)  m.  Han- 
nah, dau.  of  Nathaniel  Richardson,  Dec.  25,  1798.  Ch. :  1.  Reuben,  b. 
Aug.  28,  1799,  d.  May  12,  1S02  ;  IL  Phebe,  Oct.  13,  1801,  and  pro- 
bably others. 

WARNER. 

1.  Jons'  Warner,  of  Hartford  and  Farmington,  had  ch. :  John 
Daniel,  Thomas  and  Sarah. 

2.  John,  -son  of  John  (L)  (see  p.  195.)  had  Epliraim,  Jolm,  Robert, 
(see  Cothren's  Woodbury,  p.  752.)  Ebenczer  and  Lydia. 

u--  '  3.  Daniel,  son  of  John,  (1,)  had  Daniel,  John,  Abigail,  Samuel  and 
Thomas.    (See  p.  198.) 

4.  Thomas,  (see  p.  19S,)  son  of  John,  (1.)  had,  Benjamdn,  Juhn, 
Mary,  Martha,  Thomas,  Samuel  and  Margaret. 

5.  Doct.  Ephraim,  (see  p.  196,)  son  of  John,  (2,)  had,  L  Mari^aret, 
b.  Feb.  16, 1693,  d.  March,  1693  ;  IL  Ephraim,  b.  Oct.  29,  1695,  d.  Dec. 
28,  1704;  IH,  Benjamin,  b.  Sept.  30,  1698;  IV.  John,  b.  June  24, 
1700;  V.  Obadiah,  b.  Feb.  24,  1702-3;  VL  Esther;  VIL  Ephraim; 
VIII.  Ebenezer. 

6.  Doct.  John,  (see  p.  196,)  son  of  John,  (2,)  had,  L  A  dau.,  b.  July 
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22,  1699  ;  IL  Rebecca,  b.  Xov.  24,  1703,  ra,  Samuel  Thomas  of  Wood- 
bury; III.  Ebenezer,  b.  June  24,  1705;  IV.  Lydia,  b.  Feb.  23,1706-7; 
V,  John,  b.  in  Stratford,  March  31,  1717. 

^^TT^aniel,  son  of  Daniel,  (3,)  had,  1.  A  son,  d.  young;  II.  A  son,  b. 
and  d.  March,  1795-6  ;  III.  Samuel,  b.  April, 16,  1798;  lY.  Sarah,  b. 

Jan.  a,  1704-5,  ra.          Hutf;  V.  Ebenezer,  b.  April  11,  1706;  VL 

Abraham,  b.  Nov.  16,  1708  ;  VIL  AbigtuC  b.  Feb.  10,  1710-11 ;  VIII. 
Mary,  b.  July  16,  1712,  m.  Isaac  Tuttl  e  of  Woodbury,  April  15,  1731. 

8.  Samuel,'  son  of  Thomas,  (4,)  had,  1.  and  IL  twins,  d.  younir  ;  III. 
Mary,  b.  July  5,  1718,  m.  Robert  Drakely  of  Woodbury,  July  14,  1751  ; 
lY.  Sarah,  b.  Sept.  1720,  m.  Timothy  Warner;  V.  Thomas,  b.  June 
22,  1722,  u],  Iluldah  Warner,  and  d.  without  issue;  VI.  Benjamin,  b. 
Oct.  22,  1724,  d.  April  22,  1760  ;  VII.  and  VIII.  Thankful  and  Pa- 
tience, b.  March  10,  1727;  Thankful  ra.  Thomas  Hammond;  IX.  Han- 
nah, b.  Aug.  20,  1729,  m.  Abraham  Adams;  X.  Stephen,  b.  Sept.  30, 
1731,  m.  Phebe  Baldwin;  XL  Phebe,  b.  Feb.  6,  1735-6,  m.' Wait 
Wooster  ;  XIL  Martha,  b.  July  21,  1738  or  1730,  m.  Charles  Warner. 

9.  Doct.  Benjamin,  son  of  Ephraim,  (5,)'  m.  Hannah,  dau.  of  Josiah 
Strong  of  Colchester,  March  17,  1720,  and  d.  April,  1772  ;  his  wife  d. 
zApril,  1785,  aged  85.  Ch. :  I.  Josiah,  b.  April  10,  l72l,  m.  R^^becca 
Blown;  IL  I>inah,  b.  Feb.  11,  1723,  m.  Benj,  Harrison;  HI.  Reuben, 
b.  Oct.  12,  1725,  d.  March  28,  1727  ;  IV.  Margaret,  b.  Xov.  0,  1727, 
m.  Oliver  V>'e!ton  ;  V.  Reuben,  b.  Sept.  21,  1729  ;  VI.  David,  b.  Xov. 
27,  1731,  ra.  Abigail  Harrison;  VII.  Benjamin,  b.  Jan.  26,  1734; 
VHL  Anna,  b.  Jan.  31,  1736,  m.  John  Hickox,  Jr.;  IX.  Epiiraim,  b. 
June  26,  1738,  m.  Lydia,  dau.  of  Samuel  Brown,  March  30,  1760,  and 
d.  May  20, 1 80S,— wife  d.  July  20,  1815— no  issue;  X.  Eunice,  b.  Aug. 
2,  1740,  m.  John  Hickox  3d  ;  XL  Ard,  b.  Nov.  1,  1742,  ra.  Elizabeth 
Purler. 

10.  Dea.  John,  son  of  Ephraim,  (5,)  m.  Esther,  dau.  of  David  Sjott, 
Dec,  17,  1724.  She  d.  Feb.  18,  1726,  and  he  m.  Mary,  dau.  of  Thomas 
HiLkox,  Oct.  3,  1728,  who  d.  in  1784.  He  d.  Sept.  7,  1794.  Ch.:  L 
Esther,  b.  Sept.  II,  1729,  d.  Sept.  4,  1730;  IL  Phebe,  b.  Jan.  8,  1732  ; 
liL  Annis,  b.  Jan.  3,  1735;  IV.  James,  b.  Dec.  11,  1739,  m.  Eunice 
Dutton;  V.  ^Llry,  h.  Oct.  9,  1742,  d.  April  21,  1745;  VL  Elijah,  b. 
March  21,  1746;  VII.  John,  b.  Oct.  14,  1749,  ra.  Anne  Sutliff. 

11.  Obadiah,  son  of  Ephraim,  (5,)  ra.  Sarah,  dau.  of  Josepli  Lewis, 
Feb.  ],  1726-7.  Ch.  :  \  Jeru=;ha,  b.  Oct.  13,  1727,  m.  Aaron  Harri- 
son; IL  Lyd^a,  b.  June  6.  1729;  IH.  Obadiah,  b.  June  20,  1731,  d. 
June  25,  1750  ;  IV.  Esther,  b.  Nov.  9,  1733,  d.  Feb.  1746  ;  V.  ,To>eph, 
b.  Oct.  23,  1735;  VL  L)is,  b.  M  irch  30,  1738,  m.  Asa  Scovil  ;  VIL 
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Enos,  b.  Aug.  11,  1V40,  d.  Sept.  1,  1749;  VIIL  Sarah,  b,  Feb.  CI, 
1742-3,  ra.  Aaron  Terrel ;  IX.  Eleanor,  b.  Jan.  13,  1743-4,  m.  Samuel 
Hickox;  X.  Agnis,  b.  Feb.  24,  1747;  XL  Irena,  b.  July,  1749,  m. 
Abijali  Warner;  XII.  Mary,  b.  Aug.  6,  1751. 

12.  Ebenezer,  son  of  Ephraim,  (5,)  m.  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Thos. 
Bronson,  April  2,  1740,  and  d.  Oct.  5,  ISOo,  aged  94.  Ch.:  I.  Xoah, 
b.  Nov.  21,  1740,  d.  April  G,  1759  ;  II.  Ebenezer,  b.  Sept.  17,  1742,  d. 
Dec.  21,  1746;  III.  Margaret,  b.  Oct.  6,  1744,  m.  Richard  Welton ; 
IV.  Ebenezer,  b.  Jan.  16,  1748,  d.  Aug.  13,  1750 ;  V.  Jemima,  b.  Nov. 
5,  1749,  d.  Xov.  7,  1751  ;  VL  Annis,  b.  March  21,  1752  ;  VII.  Eliza- 
beth, b.  March  17,  1754,  m.  Ard  Welton,  d.  1827;  VIIL  Justus,  b, 
March  27,  1756,  ra,  Rena  Warner,  went  to  Ohio  and  d.  in  Liverpool, 

O.,  April  16,  1856  ;  IX.  Mark,  b.  Dec,  22,  1757,  m.  Foote,  d.  in 

1815;  X.  Jemima,  b.  May  17,  1761. 

13.  Ephraim,  son  of  Ephraim,  (5,)  m.  Eleanor,  dau.  of  Wm.  Smith, 
of  Farraington,  Feb.  14,  1739,  and  d.  Nov.  5,  1768.  Ch. :  1.  William,  b. 
Sept.  13,  1740,  m.  Mary  Chambers  ;  IL  Abijah,  b.  Jan.  5,  1743,  m. 
Eena  Warner;  lit.  Rebecca,  b.  Jane  15.  1745,  m.  Barnabas  Scott; 
IV.  Epha,  b.  xVpril  29,  1748,  ra.  Elizabeth  Perkins  of  New  Haven;  V. 
Seth,  b.  Oct.  4,  1750,  d.  Oct.  23,  1751  ;  VL  Seth,  b.  Jan.  5,  1753  ; 
VIL  Eleanor,  b.  Sept.  28,  1757  ;  VIIL  Esther,  b.  May  30,  1700. 

14.  Ebenezer,  son  of  John,  (6,)  m.  Mary,  dau.  of  Richard  Weltoc, 
Jan.  22,  1729,  and  d.  Feb.  16,  1750.  She  d.  April  7,  1747.  Ch, :  I. 
Stephen,  b.  June  25,  1730,  d.  Feb.  24,  1750;  IL  Dorcas,  b.  July  1, 
1732,  m.  Amos  Scott;  IIL  Phebe,  b.  Aug,  1,  1735;  IV.  John,  b. 
March  10,  1739,  d.  Nov,  8,  1750. 

15.  John",  son  of  John,  (6.)  m.  Sarah,  dau.  of  Moses  Bronson,  Oct. 
26,  1743.  He  d.  before  Dec.  2,  1760.  Ch. :  L  Ellen,  b.  Sept.  2.  1744, 
d.  Sept.  20,  1746  ;  IL  Ellen,  b.  Oct,  23,  1746  ;  IIL  Bela,  b.  Sept.  20, 
1748  ;  IV.  Ebenezer,  b.  Aug.  15,  1750. 

16.  Samuel,  son  of  Daniel,  (7,)  m.  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Edmund  Sjott, 
Dec.  21,  1719.  Ch.:  L  Daniel,  b,  Aug.  27,  1720,  d.  at  Cape  Breton; 
IL  Timothy,  b.  July  26,  1722  ;  III.  Nathan,  b.  July  6,  1724  ;  IV.  Eliz- 
abeth, b.  March  26,  1726,  m.  Zebulon  Scott;  V.  Thomas;  VI.  Nathan, 
b.  Dec.  25,  1729;  VIL  Abigail,  b.  Nov.  15,  1732,  m.  George  Scott; 
VIIL  Huldah,  b.  May  17,  1734,  m.  1st,  Thos,  V/arner,  2d,  Saml.  Wil- 
liams; IX.  Enos,  b.  June  14,  1736;  X.  Susanna,  b.  Aug,  3,  1738.  ra. 
Ephraim  Bissel,  Nov.  5,  1756  ;  XI.  Samuel,  b.  Jan.  10,  1742,  m.  Anne 
Camp. 

17.  Ebenezer,  son  of  Daniel,  (7,)  ra.  Martha,  wid.  of  Edmund  Scott 
and  dau.  of  John  Aadruis,  April  18,  1734.    Ch.:  Jemuma,  b.  July  2, 
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1735  ;  11.  Benajah,  b.  Jan.  17,  1738,  d.  1741  ;  III.  Benajab,  b.  Jan. 
8,  17-42.       ,  - 

18.  Abraham,  son  of  Daniel,  (7,)  m.  Keziah,  dau.  of  Richard  Wei- 
ton,  Dec=  12,  173  4,  and  d.  Xov.  23,  1740.  Ch. :  I.  Charles,  b.  Jan.  18, 
1736,  m.  Martha  Warner;  II.  Levn,  b.  March  IG,  1738;  III.  Zabab, 
b.  July  12,  1740;  IV.  KeZTI^T,  b.  Oct.  6,  1742  ;  V.  Sylvia,  b.  May  18, 
1745;  VI.  Daniel,  b.  April  18,  1748. 

19.  Stephex,  son  of  Samuel,  (8,)  m.  Phebe,  dau.  of  James  Baldwin 
of  Derby,  Nov.  13,  1754.  Ch. :  I.  Melliscent,  b.  Oct.  27,  1755;  II. 
Roxanna,  b.  April  13,  1757  ;  III.  Bade,  b.  July  6,  17G1 ;  IV.  Diana,  b. 
Jan.  4,  1764;  V.  Anna,  b.  Nov.  11,  1765;  VI.  Arba,  b.  April  13, 
1768;  VII.  Reuben,  b.  Oct.  11,  1773. 

20.  JosiAH,  son  of  Doct.  Benjamin,  (0,)  m.  Rebecca,  dau.  of  James 
Bronson,  May  26,  1748,  and  d.  Aug;.  26,  1750.  Ilis  wid.  d.  Jan.  5, 
1756.    Ch.  :  1.  Ozias,  b.  Aug.  21,  1749,  m.  Tamer  Nichols. 

21.  David,  son  of  Doct.  Benjamin,  (9,)  m.  Abigail,  dau.  of  Benj. 
Harrison,  Dec.  11,  1753.  Ch  :  I.  Josiah,  b.  Oct.  6,  1754,  m.  Anne 
Prichard ;  II.  Aaron,  b.  Nov.  24,  1756.  m.  Lydia  Welton  ;  III.  Ura- 
nia, b.  Oct.  1,  1758  ;  IV.  James  H.,  b.  Dec,  18,  1760  ;  V.'  Benjamin, 
b.  Nov.  17,  1762. 

22.  Ard,  son  of  Doct.  Benjamin,  (0,)  ra.  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Doct. 
Daniel  Porter,  Jan.  12,  176  4,  and  d.  April  30,  1824.  His  wid.  d.  Aug. 
21,  1835,  aged  90.  Ch. :  1.  Joanna,  b.  1764,  m.  Samuel  Gunn,  had 
several  ch.  and  d.  in  Ohio;  II.  Lydici,  b.  1766,  m.  Samuel  AIcok,  lived 
in  Wolcott ;  III.  Ephraim.  b.  1768,  was  drowned  1786;  IV.  Eliz-ibeth, 

b.  1769,  ni.  Osborn,  went  to  Black  River;  V.  Prudence,  b.  1772, 

removed  to  Camden,  N.  Y. ;  VI.  David,  b.  1774  ;  VII,  Irena,  b.  1775, 
m.  twice,  is  living  in  Pa.  ;  V[[I.  Ard,  b.  1777  ;  IX.  Ilannah,  b.  17S0, 
ra.  Anson,  son  of  Ozias  Warner;  X.  Asahel,  b.  1782;  XL  Chauncey, 
b.  1785,  resides  in  Fulton,  Ohio,  has  ch=;  XII.  Sus^tn,  b.  17-9,  iii. 
Levi,  son  of  Ozias  Warner. 

23.  James,  son  of  Dea.  John,  (10,)  m.  Eunice,  dau.  of  David  Dutton, 
Jan.  1,  1761,  and  d.  May  27,  1819.  His  wife  d.  May  7,  1815.  Ch.  : 
1.  Sarah,  b.  Oct.  2,  1761 ;  11.  Noah,  R  Aug.  1763,  d.  Sept.  18,  1S20  ; 
HI.  Lucin^ia.  b.  Sept.  20,  1765,  m.  Elijah  Hotchkiss  ;  IV.  Eunice,  b. 
April  3,  1769,  d.  Aug.  30,  1769;  V.  James,  b.  Jan.  25,  1771,  d.  Jan. 
15,  1773;  VI,  Eunice,  b.  May  31,  1773,  m.  Eh  Terry;  VII.  James,  b. 
Nov.  1,  1775. 

24.  Elijah,  son  of  Dea.  John,  (10,)  ra.  Esther,  dau.  of  Thos.  Fenn, 
Nov,  19,  1767.  Ch. :  I.  Lyman,  b.  May  22,  1768 ;  II.  Chauncey,  b.  June 
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11,  1770,  m.  A.  Tallraa-e;  III.  Rosetta,  b.  Feb.  25,  1773  ;  IV.  Elijah; 
Y.  Apollos,  m.  Chloe  AVilcox  of  Siinsbiiiy. 

25.  John,  son  of  Dea.  John,  (10,)  m.  Anne,  dan.  ofDea.  John  Sutliff, 
Sept.  22,  1773.  Ch. :  1.  Chloe,  m.  Enos  Dutton  ;  11.  Martha,  b.  Jan.  24, 
1775,  m.  Victory  Tomlinson  ;  III.  Eliel,  b,  Oct.  1776,  ni.  Amanda  0.>born  ; 
IV.  Aaron,  b.  1780,  ra.  Polly  Camp,  d.  1839  ;  V.  Abijah,  b.  1784,  m. 
Betsey  Fenn;  VI.  David,  b.  1730,  m.  Anne  Atwater;  VII.  John  S.,  b. 
1789,  m.  Emily  Lord  ;  VIII.  Anne,  b.  July  20,  1792,  m.  A.  G.  Welton. 

20.  Joseph,  son  of  Obadiah,  (1 1,)  m.  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Ebenezer 
Wakely,  Jan.  13,  1703,  who  d.  in  1767,  and  he  m.  Iluldah  ^'ichols. 
Ch. :  L  Sarah,  b.  Nov.  0,  1763,  d.  younir;  IL  Joseph,  b.  May  12,  1765, 
d.  Sept.  14,  1845  ;  III.  Sarah,  b.  April,  1767  ;  IV.  Obadiah,  b.  1770,  d. 
Sept.  14,  1845. 

27.  Abijah,  son  of  Ephraim,  (13,)  m.  Rene,  dau.  of  Obadiah  Vv'arrier, 
Dec.  13,  1764.  Ch. :  1.  Garmon,  b.  Aug.  2,  1765;  II.  Lucy,  b.  Oct. 
23,  1766  ;  IIL  Agnis,  b.  Dec.  25,  1769;  IV.  Rene,  b.  Oct.  10,  1771  ; 
Y.  Rebecca,  b.  Feb.  24,  1773. 

28.  William,  son  of  Ephraim,  (13,)  m.  Mary,  dau.  of  Thos.  Cham- 
bers, Dec.  8,  1762  ;  Ch. :  L  Austin,  b.  Dt-c.  18,  1764;  IL  Loretta,  b.  Jan. 
30,  1767;  probably  others. 

29.  TiMOTHV,  son  of  Samuel,  (16.)  ra.  Sarah,  dau.  of  Samuel  Warner, 
Feb.  25,  1745;  Ch. :  L  Naomi,  b.  Jan.  4,  1746,  m.  Samuel  Webb,;  II. 
Mindvvell,  b.  Aug.  14,  1749;  IIL  Rosanna,  b.  Aug.  1,  1753  :  IV.  Lucy, 
b.  Nov.  9,  1055;  V.  Jesse,  b.  Nov.  12,  1757  ;  VL  Rene,  b.  Nov.  1, 
1759;  VII.  Consider,  b.  May  9,  1762. 

30.  Samuel,  son  of  Samuel,  (16,)  ra.  Anne,  dau.  of  Abel  Camp,  ^lay  6, 
1760.  Ch. :  L  Levinia,  b.  Sept.  16,  1761;  IL  Antha,  b.  Sept.  25, 
1764  ;  IIL  Bede,  b.  July  5,  1766  ;  IV.  Thankful,  b.  July  8,  1768. 

31.  Charles,  son  of  Abraham,  (18.)  m.  Martha,  dau.  of  Samuel  Warner, 
April  2,  1750.  Ch. :  1.  Orpha,  b.  June  11,  i-760,  d.  June  25,  1760  ;  IL 
Orrin,  b.  May  1,  1762  ;  IIL  Lucena,  b.  April  12,  1764;  IV.  Levi,  b. 
Nov.  22,  1766;  V.  Asa,  b.  July  15,  1769. 

32.  OziAS,  son  of  Josiah,  (20,)  m.  Tamer,  dau.  of  Richard  Nichols,  Oct. 
9, 1770.  Ch. :  L  Rena,  b.  April  16,  1771  ;  II.  Eunice,  b.  April  2, 1773  ; 
IIL  James,  b.  Oct.  IS,  1774  ;  IV.  Anson,  b.  Aug.  9,  1778  ;  V.  Tamer, 
b.  Aug.  13,  1780;  VL  Lydia,  b.  March  14,  1782  ;  VIL  David,  b.  Feb. 
20,  1784  ;  VIIL  Levi,  b.  Feb.  14,  178G,  m.  Susan,  dau.  of  Ard  War- 
ner, removed  to  Springvilie,  Penn.,  has  a  large  funnily. 

33.  JosiAH,  son  of  David,  (21,)  m.  Anna,  dau.  of  RoGfer  Pricbard, 
Jan.  6,  1774.  Ch. :  L  David,  b.  Aug.  17,  1774  ;  11.  Anne,  b.  Sept.  1, 
1776;  IIL  Polly,  b.  Oct.  5,  1779  ;  IV^  Anna,  b.  June  1,  1781,— per- 
haps others. 


APPENDIX. 


541 


34.  David,  son  of  Avd,  (-22.)  m.  Louis  Sutliff  wid.  of  Ira  Tuinpkins. 
Cli. :  L  Amanda,  b.  1810,  m.  John  B'.  Terry,  of  Bri^tol ;  11.  Vienna,  b 
1815,  m.  and  resides  in  East  Haddam ;  III.  Betsey,  b.  1718,  m.  Reuben 
Tyler. 

35.  Ard,  son  of  Ard,  (22,)  m.  Mary,  dan.  of  Seba  Bronson.  Ch.  :  L 
Maria,  m.  lives  in  Ohio;  II.  Mary,  m.  Gen.  David  B.  Ilurd;  ch.,  Mary 
M.,  Elizabeth  J.,  Margaret  L.,  Hellen  X.,  and  Caroline ;  III.  Elizabeth, 
m.  Danl.  Barheller,  resided  in  lib,  d.  Nov.  1855;  IV.  Nancy,  m., 
lived  in  Illinois,— is  deceased;  V.  Sherman  B.,  ra.  Lydia  Hall  of 
Southbury,  has  one  ch.,  Arthur  0.;  VI.  Charles  A.,  m.  Mary  Ann 
Thomas  of  Bethany — has  ch. ;  VIL  Maria,  m.  Col.  Levi  Bolster  of 
Maine  ;  ch.,  E.lwin  S.,  Juliett  M.,  Iloratio  A.,  Mary  II.,  Jane  E.,  M. 
Harriet;  VIII.  Abrara  J.,  graduated  at  Trinity  Coll.,  Hartford, — is  an 
Episcopal  clergyman  in  111. 

3G.  AsAHEL,  son  of  Ard,  (22,)  m.  Lowly  Andruss.  Ch.:  I.  Anna,  m. 
C.  Case,  went  to  Syracuse,  N.  Y. — has  ch.;  IL  Chauncey,  re.-iiies  in 
Syracuse,  has  been  married  twice  ;  III.  Sarah  Jane,  m.  Sumner  Van- 
hosen  of  Chicopee,  Mass. — has  ch. ;  IV.  Wolcott,  enlisted,  went  to  Me.'^- 
ico  and  has  not  been  heard  of  since  the  taking  of  Vera  Cruz. 

37.  Anson,  son  of  Ozias,  (32,)  m.  Hannah,  dan.  of  Ard  Warner,  (22,) 
Ch. :  I.  Ephraim,m.  Mary  Whitney — both  dead — leftadau.:  11.  Charity, 
ra.  Chauncey  Royce  of  Bristol — has  four  ch.:  III.  G.  Porter,  m.  Eunice 
Terrell  and  had  3  ch.;  IV.  Emeline  J.,  m.  Charles  Ball  of  Soutliington, 
has  ch.  ;  V.  Charlotte  IL,  m.  1st,  "^Vm.  Thompson,  2d,  H.  Bronson,  of 
Prospect. 

WELTON. 

1.  John  Welton  (see  p^^OO)  had  ch. :  John,  Stephen,  Abinfail, 
Mary,  Elizabeth,  Else,  Richard,  Hannah,  Thomas,  George  and  Esther. 
Stephen  had  no  sons,  Thomas  but  one,  who  d.  young.  In  the  following, 
the  descendants  of  John,  Richard  and  George  are  given  separately. 

First  Family,  or  John's  Posterity. 

2.  John,  son  of  John,  (1,)  had,  L  John,  b.  June  28,  1707;  II.  Eze- 
kiel,  b.  March  4,  1709,  went  to  Nova  Scotia;  III.  GeorjTe,  b.  Aiiir.  16, 
1711;  IV.  Ebenezer,  b.  Aug.  31,  1713  ;  V.  Mary,  b.  Jan.  26,  171*%  d. 
young;  VL  Tiiomas,  b.  Feb:  23,  1718;  VII.  Mary,  b.  Oct.  10,  1722  ; 
VilL  Oliver,  b.  Dec.  14,  1724  ;  IX.  Silence,  b.  Dec.  24,  1727. 

3.  John,  son  of  John,  (2,)  m.  Elizabeth  Ilendrick  of  Fairfield.,  Feb. 
12,  1739.  Ch.:  L  Lois,  b.  May  9,  1744  ;  IL  Lutf,  b.  March  9,  1748,  d. 
1749. 
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4.  Ebenezer,  son  of  John,  (2,)  Lad,  I.  Nathaniel,  b.  April  4,  1742,  d. 
April  23.  1777;  II  Sarah,  b.  Dee.  5,  1744;  III.  Mercy,  b.  Sept.  15, 
1747;  IV.  Ebenezer,  b.  July  14,1750;  V.  David,  b.  July  27,  1752, 
d.  1757  ;  VI.  Phebe,  b.  April  11,  1755  ;  VII.  David,  b.  June  5,  1760. 

5.  Xathaniel,  son  of  Ebenezer,  (4.)  m,  Martha,  dau.  of  Thomas  Tut- 
tle  of  Sew  Haven,  Feb.  6,  17G4.  Ch. :  L  Sarah,  b.  March  10,  1765  ; 
11.  Ilezekiah,  b.  Nov.  30,  1766  ;  III.  L'ri,  b.  June  30,  1768;  IV.  Na- 
thaniel, b.  March  10,  1770;  V.  Jarvis,  b.  Feb.  26,  1772  ;  VI.  Allen,  b. 
March  11,  1774  ;  VII.  Elias,  b.  July  18,  1776. 

6.  IIezekiah,  son  of  Nathaniel,  (5,)  m.  Hannah,  dan.  of  Levi  Welton, 
had  ch., — went  West. 

7.  Nathaniel,  son  of  Nathaniel,  (5.)  had,  Horace;  Laura,  m.  John 
Hotchkiss  ;  Charry  ;  Maria,  m.  Freeman  Sanford  ;  Garry. 

8.  Horace,  son  of  Nathaniel,  (7,)  m.  1st,  Julia,  dau.  of  Asahel 
Finch,  2d,  Susan  Hitchcock.  Ch. :  I.Edwin,  b.  June  26,  1824;  IL 
Augustus,  b.  March  16,1826;  IIL  James,  b.  March  16,  1829;  IV. 
Julia,  b.  Dec.  23,  1733;  V.  David,  b.  Dec.  26,  1835  ;  VL  Stella,  b. 
March  9,  1837;  VH.  Nelson,  b.  Oct,  17,  1841;  VIIL  Mary,  b.  Dec. 
14,  184  i ;  IX.  William,  b.  Sept.  28,  1849;  X.  Ellen,  b.  March  22,  1852, 

9.  James,  son  of  Horace,  (8,)  m.  Augusta  Boyd  of  Simsbury.  Ch. : 
Georcriana  and  Adella. 

10.  Garry,  son  of  Nathaniel,  (7,)  had  Eliza  and  Nelson. 

11.  David,  son  of  Ebenezer,  (4,)  m.  Sarah,  dau.  of  Jabez  Tuttle, 
June  20,  1781.  Ch. :  L  Daniel  b.  Nov.  19,  1781  ;  IL  Jabez,  b.  May 
30,  1783;  III.  David,  b.  June  27,  1785;  IV.  Hannah,  b.  Sept.  18, 
1789  ;  V.  Lucina,  ra.  Osborn. 

12.  Daniel,  son  of  David,  (II,)  m.  Susanna  Selkriggs,  and  had 
'William,  George,  Annis.  Sarah  and  Mary. 

13.  Geokge,  son  of  Daniel,  (12.)  ra.  Charlotte  Smith,  and  had  Sarah, 
George  and  Daniel. 

14.  Jabez,  son  of  David,  (11.)  ra.  Betsey  Moore  of  Ne^'  Haven. 
Ch.:  L  Ebenezer,  b.  Nov.  22,  1805;  H.  Rebecca,  b.  Jan.  27,  1809,  ra. 
1st,  Tyler  Bronson,  2d,  Lucius  Beach;  IH.  David,  b.  Aug.  26,  1812; 

IV.  Polly,  b.  Sept.  1814,  m.  1st,  Cornelius  Munson,  2d,  Marvin  Minor; 

V.  Francis,  b.  Jan.  26,  1717. 

15.  Ebenezer,  son  of  Jabez,  (14,)  ra.  Mary  Rice,  and  had  Charles. 

16.  David,  son  of  Jabez,  (14,)  ra.  Huldah  Bronson.  Cb. :  Frances 
E.,  David  F.  and  Albert  B. 

17.  Francis,  son  of  Jabez,  (14,)  ra.  Lucretia,  dau.  of  Ozias  Hubbard 
of  Guilford.   Ch,:  Isidora  L.,  b.  Jan.  4, 1848  ;  Ann  C,  b.  Oct.  14,  1853. 

18.  Thomas,  son  of  John,  (2,)  ra.  Mary,  dau.  of  R.  Cossett  of  Simsbury, 
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Sept.  15,  1742.  Ch. :  L  Ezekiel,  b.  Aug.  29,  1743;  IT.  Reuben,  b.  Feb. 
19,  174G  ;  HI.  Ailing,  b.  July  14,  1748,  d.  1749;  TV.  Ailing,  b.  May 
15,  1750,  d.  1750  ;  V.  Bethel,  b.  Aug.  9,  1751,  d.  1763  ;  VI.  Luoretia, 
b.  Jan.  20,  1754;  VII.  Rosetta,  b.  Feb.  10,  1757,  d.  1757;  VIII. 
Levina,  b.  April  20,  1759  ;  IX.  Sliubel,  b.  July  29,  17G1 ;  X.  Bethel,  b. 
July  18,  1707. 

19.  Reuben,  son  of  Thomas,  (18.)  ra.  Rhoda  Hull  of  "\Vainn<:rt''>r'd. 
Cli. :  I.  Johnson  F.  ;  II.  Eri  ;  III.  Polly,  m.  Obadiah  V\%arner ;  IV.  Eze- 
kiel ;  V.  Lucretia,  ni.  William  Pendleton  ;  VI.  Rosetta,  m.  David  Ed- 
wards; VIL  Phila,  ra.  William  Smith  ;  VKI.  Lovisa. 

20.  Ear,  son  of  Reuben,  (19,)  m.  Alma  Baxter.  Ch.:  Orrin,  Julia 
Ann,  Lucius  B.,  Mary,  Ransom  W.,  Edward,  Charles,  Sarah,  Eri. 

21.  EzRKiEL,  son  of  Reuben,  (19.)  had,  Lovisa,  Alma,  Harriet,  Jennet, 
Merritt,  Miranda,  Sarah,  Mary  and  Hiram. 

22.  Mekritt,  son  of  Ezekiel,  (21,)  m.  Clarissa,  dau.  of  Elias  Prichard, 
and  had  Henrietta. 

23.  Ezekiel,  son  of  Thomas,  (18.)  m.  Mercy,  dau.  of  Ebenezer  Wel- 
ton,  Oct.  1765.  Ch. :  L  Eri,  b.  Feb.  8,  1768;  IL  Cephas,  b.  April 
25,  1771  ;  IIL  Gracina,  b.  March  7,  1774. 

24.  Oliver,  son  of  John,  (2.)  m.  Margaret,  dau.  of  Benjamin  Warner, 
Dec.  14,  1749,  and  d.  Nov.  10,  1809.  She  d.  Jan.  17,  1823.  Ch. :  L 
Anne,  b.  Dec.  14,  1749,  d.  1753  :  TL  Ard,  b.  Aug.  10,  1752  ;  HI.  Beu- 
jarain.b.  Sept.  27, 1754;  IV.  Arad,  b.  Feb.  26,  1758,  went  to  Virginia, 
m.  and  had  daughters;  V.  Marn^are^  b.  Oct.  27,  1763. 

25.  Ard,  son  of  Oliver,  (24,)  m.  Sept.  13,  1773,  Elizabeth,  dau.  of 
Ebenezer  Warner,  and  d.  July  9.  1803.  She  d.  April  15,  1827.  Ch. : 
L  Annis,  b.  Sept,  13,  1774,  ra.  Lyman  Warner  of  Northfield,  and  d- 
July,  1844  ;  11  Erastus,  b.  Aug.  6,  1776,  d.  Aug.  1849;  IIL  Mariraret 
A.,  b.  Feb.  25,  1779,  ra,  Lemuel  Porter,  went  to  Ohio,  and  d.  in  1  SOG ; 
rV.  Isaac,  b.  Oct.  2,  1785,  d.  Feb.  17.  1806,  while  a  member  of  Y.  C. 

26.  Erastus,  son  of  Ard,  (25.)  ra.  Abigail  Church,  who  d.  FeS.  23, 
1846.  Ch.:  L  Polly,  b.  July  24,  1797,  ra.  Jared  S.  Hall,  July,  1834  ; 
IL  Shelden,  b.  Xov,  7,  1799;  IIL  Ard,  b.  Feb.  24,  1 805,--resides  iu 
Charleston,  S.  C;  IV,  Isaac,  b.  Aug.  25,  1806;  V.  Elizabeth,  b.  March 
27,  1809,  ra.  Joseph  Hine,  July  20,  1836. 

27.  Shelden,  son  of  Erastus,  (26,)  m.  Betsey  Jordan,  Sept.  12,  1S25, 
who  was  b.  Sept.  17,  1803.  Ch. :  Adaline  E.,  b.  Xov.  11,  1826  ;  Bird- 
sey  S.,  b.  Aug.  17,  1831  ;  Hiram  E.,  b.  Oct,  14,  1734. 

28.  Ard,  son  of  Erastus,  (26,)  ra.  Caroline,  dau.  of  Richard  F.  Wel- 
ton,  who  d.  Oct.  1,  1831,  aged  26,  Ch.:  L  Margaret  A.,  b.  Jan.  4, 
1827  ;  Ellen  E.,  b.  Oct.  18,  1829,  ra.  Horace  Johnson,  Sept.  7,  1852. 
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29.  Isaac,  son  of  Erastus,  (26,)  m.  Feb.  22,  1841,  Eunice  P.  Oviatt 
of  Ohio,  where  he  resides.  She  was  b.  Aug.  28,  1809.  Cb. :  Euuly,  b. 
May  3,  1843  ;  Lucretia,  b.  May  16,  1845;  Luthera,  b.  May  16,  1845. 

30.  Benjamin,  son  of  Oliver,  (24,)  ra.  Agnes,  dau.  of  Enos  Gunn. 
Ch. :  Anne,  b.  May  10,  1780;  Willard,  b.  Jan.  14,  1782;  Abel  G.,  b. 
Feb.  15,  1785;  Benjamin  S.,  b.  March  5,  1791;  Arad  W.,  b.  May  1, 
1794. 

31.  Abel  G.,  son  of  Benjamin,  (30,)  ra.  Anna,  dau.  of  John  Warner. 
Ch. :  I.  George,  was  drowned  when  a  young  man  ;  II.  Jane,  m.  Luther 
Hoadley  ;  III.  Abijah,  m.  Elizabeth  Upson,  has  a  dau. ;  IV.  William,  m. 
Elvira  Atkins,  ch.,  Jane  and  Harriet;  V.  John;  YI.  Henry,  m.  Mrs. 
White — one  child. 

32.  Benjamin  S.,  son  of  Benjamin,  (30,)  m.  Gray.    Ch.:  Peter, 

deceased  ;  Caroline,  m.  Chidsey  ;  Grey,  d.  young. 

33.  Arab  W.,  son  of  Benjamin,  (30,)  m.  Sally  Smith.  Ch. :  I.  Ellen, 
b.  April  17,  1817,  ra.  Chas.  Wooster,  d.  July  16,  1843;  II.  Oliver,  b. 
Aug.  24,  1820,  d.  Jan.  26,  1842  ;  III.  Andrew  A.,  b.  Aug.  27,  1823,  d. 
Dec.  3,  1841.  The  two  last  d.  while  members  of  Trinity  Coll.  lY. 
Noah  B.,  b.  March  21,  1829,  m.  Eliza  Baldwin  of  New  Haven  ;  ch.,  Oli- 
ver, b.  July  8,  1 853. 

Second  Family,  or  Richard's  Posterity. 

34.  Richard,  son  of  John,  (1.)  had,  I.  Richard,  b.  1701  ;  II.  John,b, 
July  13,  1703;  III.  Stephen,  b.  March  12,  1706;  lY.  Maiy,  b.  Juno^' 

I,  1708  ;  V.  Thomas,  b.  Oct.  25,  1710,  d.  Dec.  1,  1780  ;  YI.  Kezialifb. 
Dec.  1,  1713,  m.  Abraham  Warner;  YII.  Eliakim,  b.  Jan.  21,  1715, 
d.  Nov.  20,  1794;  YIII.  Tabitha,  b.  Feb.  17,  1720,  m.  Edward  Neal— 
lived  in  Southington ;  IX.  Ede,  b.  April  24,  1729,  m.  — —  Lewis,  d. 
aged  21- 

35.  Richard,  son  of  Richard,  (34,)  m.  Anna  Fenton.     Ch.  :  I.  John  ; 

II.  Anna;  III.  Titus,  d.  unm.;  lY.  Ah\,  m.  Fenn  of  Watertown. 

36.  .loHN,  son  of  Richard,  (35,)  m.  Dorcas,  dau.  of  Capt.  Samuel 
Hickox,  Jan.  5,  1758,  who  d.  June  13,  1815.  He  d.  .Jan.  22,  1816. 
Ch.:  L  Abi,  b.  Nov.  2,  1758,  d.  1828,  unm.;  TL  Mary,  b.  June  10, 
1760,  m.  — —  Phelps,  d.  1811  ;  IH.  Anna,  b.  Feb.  11,  1762,  d.  1803, 
unm.;  lY.  Tifus,  b.  July  3,  1764;  Y.  Richard  F.,  b.  April  17,  1763, 
d.  May  9,  1829  ;  YL  John,  b.  Oct.  28,  1769  :  YIL  Dorcas,  b.  Oct.  29, 
1771,'d.  1793  ;  YIIL  Adrian,  b.  Feb.  15,  1775,  d.  Oct.  20,  1804  ;  IX. 
John,  b.  Jan.  13,  1778,  d.  April  2,  1813. 

37.  TiTCs,  son  of  John,  (36,)  m.  Polly  Hickox  Ch. :  L  Julia  A.,  m. 
Selden  Sheltoa  of  Plymouth,  went  to  Western  N.  Y. ;  IT.  Alanson  W.  ; 


APPENDIX. 


545 


III.  Curios,  b.  1792,  d.  1799;  IV.  Dorcas,  m.  Reuben  Hickox ;  V.  and 
VL  Carlos  and  Titus,  l».  April  10,  ISul,  both  d.  young;"  VII.  Surah,  b. 
1803,  d.  1809  ;  VIII.  Wui.  S.tmuel,  b.  1806,  d.  1817  ;  IX.  Mary. 

38.  Richard  F.,  son  of  J«.hn,  (36.)  m.  1st,  Sarah  Annah  liickox,  2d, 
Anna,  dau.  of  Dr.  Tiinotiiy  Porter.    Ch.  :  I.  Ephraiui  W. ,  II.  Richard 

F.,  ni.  Loveland  ;  III.  Lydia  A.,  m.  Anson  Lane;  IV.  George  VV. ; 

V.  Joseph;  VL  Caroline,  b.  Nov.  6,  1805,  m.  Ard  Welton. 

39.  Adrian,  son  ot  John,  (36  )  in.  Sally  Clark.  Ch. :  1.  Mary  Ann,  ra. 
Reuben  .Judd,  d.  Dec.  21,  1837,  aged  40  ;  IL  Sabrina,  b.  1799,  d.  1852; 
HI.  Horace  Clark,  b.  1801,  d.  185-t. 

40.  JofiN,  son  of  John,  [So,)  m.  Abiah  Hull.  Ch. :  L  Manvi!  ;  IL 
Leonard  ;  111.  x\drian  ;  iV.  Charles,  m.  Sally,  dau.  of  Thos.  hhhl. 

41.  Rev.  Alaxson,  son  of  Titus,  (37,)  m.  Eleauor  Tuttle,  d.  at  Detroit. 
Ch. :  Samuel,  Mary  and  John. 

42.  Epiikaim  AV,  son  of  Richard  F.,  (38,)  m.  Polly,  dau.  of  Lemuel 
Nichols.  Ch.  :  Sarah  Ann,  m.  William  Hoadley ;  John;  George; 
Ephraini  ;  Henry  and  William. 

43.  George  W.,  son  of  Richard  F.,  (38,)  m.  Harriet  Minor,  who  d. 
May  26,  1839,  and  he  m.  Mary  Ann  Graham.  Ch. :  Harriet  Minor, 
Mary,  Emily  J.,  Ellen  C.  and  George  Richard.  The  last  d.  Aug.  5, 
1855. 

44.  JosEPFi  C,  son  of  Richard  F.,  (38,)  ra.  Jane,  dau.  of  Timothy 
Porter.    Ch. :  Caroline. 

45.  Horace  C,  s.mi  of  x\drian,  (39.)  rn.  S  ophia,  dau.  of  Daniel  P>rad- 
ley.  Ch. :  1.  William  A.;  IL  Frederick  A.,  m.  and  has  a  son, 
Byron. 

46.  George,  son  of  Ephraim  W,,  (42,)  m.  Mary  Nichols,  who  d.  ia 
1855.    Ch. :  Sarah,  Ellen  and  Charles. 

47.  William  A.,  son  of  Horace  C,  (45,)  m.  Eiiza,  dau.  of  Leonard 
Prichard.    Ch, :  Lewis  F.,  d.  1849  ;  Frederick  L.  and  William  P. 

48.  Stkphe.v,  son  of  Richard,  (34  )  m.  Dec.  13,  1731,  Deborah,  dau. 
of  John  Sutliti;  and  d.  April  30,  17.^9.  C!i,  :  L  Martha,  b.  Nov.  19, 
1732,  d.  1735;  IL  Levi,  b.  Nov.  10,  1734,  d.  1736  ;  UL  Martha,  b. 
Marrh  1.  1736,  m.  J.  Griiley  ;  IV.  Dinah,  h.  xMay  2,  1738  ;  V.  Levi,  b. 
March  6,  1741  ;  VL  Stephen,  b.  Jan.  7,  1714;  VIL  Thomas,  b.  Dec. 

22,  1749,  d.  1751;  VIIL  Thomas,  b.  Nov.  22,  1751. 

49.  Levi,  son  of  Stephen,  (48.)  m.  Mary,  dau.  of  Richard  Seymour, 
who  d.  in  1763,  and.  he  m.  2d,  Molly  Hull.    Ch. :  L  Deborah,  b.  M  irch 

23,  1762;  IL  Lydia,  b.  Oct.  28,  1763;  III.  Stephen,  b.  OcL  1,  1765  ; 

IV.  Molly,  m.  Jesse  Silkrigg  of  VVolcott ;  V^.  Hannah,  m.  IJtztikiah 
Welton  ;  VL  Cynthia  Kosanna,  m.  Michael  Harrison  ;  VH.  Lavinia,  m. 

35 
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James  Brown  ;  VIIT.  Disa  ;  IX.  Betsey,  rn.  Camp;  X.  Philo,  m. 

 Blakesly,  removed  to  N.  Y.  State. 

50.  Stephen,  son  of  Stejilien,  (48,)  m.  Lucy  Thomas.  Ch. :  Lemuel, 
Levi,  Dinah,  Lucy,  Zilpali,  Elihu,  Asiier,  Alfred,  Betsey  and  Irene. 

51.  Thomas,  son  of  Stephen,  (48.)  m.  Abigail,  dau.  of  Litut.  Wm. 
Hickox,  June  22,  17'72,  who  d.  Jan.  13,  1791.  He  m.  2d,  Paith  Thom- 
as, 3d,  Hannah,  dau.  of  Lt.  Jared  Hill,  and  d.  April,  18:35.  Ch.  :  L  Sey- 
mour, b.  July  2,  1772  ;  IL  Sarah,  b.  Dec.  18,  1773,  d.  1774  ;  IIL  Jared, 
b.  July  15,  1774;  IV.  Elias,  b.  July  18,  1776,  m.  Blioda  Prindle  of 
Watertown  ;  V.  Sarah,  b.  Dee.  12,  1778,  m.  Levi  Hall  of  Wolcott :  VL 
Chloe,  b.  Nov.  2,  1780,  m.  John  Barnes  ;  VIL  Lydia,  b.  July  21,  1783  ; 
VIIL  Fanny,  b.  April  1,  1785  ;  IX.  Laura,  b.  Feb.  1787  ;  X.  Fiansora, 
b.  July  18,  1789,  went  to  Canada;  XL  Thomas  H.;  XIL  Ruth  X.,  m. 
Street  Todd  ;  XIII.  Herschel,  b.  1797,  d.  1842. 

52.  Sevmour,  son  of  Thomas,  (51,)  ra.  Olive  Harrison.  Ch. :  Hani- 
son,  Sophronia  and  John  P. 

53.  Jared,  son  of  Thomas,  (51,)  m.  Philomela  Xorton.  Ch. :  Abbe  ; 
Ziha  ;  Emily  ;  Orestes  ;  Leonard  ;  Fanny  ;  Delia  A.,  m.  Daniel,  son  of 
Elias  Ciark,  is  the  only  living  dau.  of  this  family  :  Almira;  Maryeit. 

54.  Herschel,  son  of  Thom.as,  (51,)  m.  Eunice  dau.  of  David  Priu- 
dle  of  Watertown.  Ch. :  L>avid  T. ;  Chauncey  P.,  ni.  Jennet  Cleve- 
land, and  had,  Dwight,  Caroline  and  Ella;  Sherman  E.;  Hannah  A.; 
Ranslin  N. ;  Hector  E.;  Herschel  0. 

55.  L>AVID  T.,  son  of  Herschel,  (5  L)  m.  1st,  Polly  Nichols,  2d,  Caro- 
line Turner.    Ch. :  Everet  and  two  daughters. 

56.  Sherman  E.,  son  of  Herschel,  (5  4,)  ra.  Caroline  Cleveland,  who 
d.  June  15,  1856.  Ch.iHattie. 

57.  Ranslin  N.,  son  of  Herschel,  (54,)  m.  Mary,  dau.  of  Edward 
Scott.    Ch. :  Mary  and  another  dau. 

58.  Thomas,  son  of  Richard,  (34,)  m.  Lydia  Letter,  2d,  Lydia  Warner. 
He  lived  on  Bucks  hill — had  no  ch. — adopted  his  nephew,  Richard  Wel- 
ton.  His  wife  survived  him,  m.  Dr.  Preserved  Porter,  and  d.  Oct.  1821, 
aged  92. 

59.  ELTAKiM,son  of  Richard,  (34,)  m,  April  28,  1736,  Eunice,  dau.  of 
Moses  Bronson.  Ch. :  L  Eliakim,  b.  Sept.  22,  1736,  d.  June  8,  1821  ; 
IL  Eunice,  b.  Oct.  19,  1738,  m.  David  Roberts;  IIL  xVvis,  b.  Aug.  13, 
1740,  m.  Thaddeus  Barnes;  IV.  Richard,  b.  Oct.  10,  1743,  d.  Feb.  26, 
1822;  V.  Eii,  b.  Oct.  10,  1746;  \L  Moses,  b.  June  25,  1749;  VH. 
Aaron,  b.  Feb.  19,  1752;  VIH.  and  IX.  Bt-noni  apd  P)enjamin,  b.  Feb. 
18,  1756.  Benoni  d.  unm.,  Benjamin  d.  young. 

60.  Eliakim,  son  of  Eliakim,  (59,)  m.  Amy,  dau.  of  Ebenezer  Bald- 
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win,  who  d.  Jan.  3,  1829,  aged  87.  Ch.:  I.  Eben,  b.  June  24,  1TC4  ; 
IE.  Eliakim,  b.  Dec.  13,  1766  ;  IK.  Amy,  b.  Sept.  25,  1770,  d.  1770  ; 
IV.  Joseph,  b.  Sept.  6,  1771,  d.  1774 ;  V.  Mark,  b.  xVpril  27,  1773  ;  VI, 
Amy,  b.  April  4,  1776;  VII.  Avice,  b.  March  12,  1779,  d.  1779  ;  VIII. 
Joseph,  b.  March  29,  1780;  IX.  Moses,  b.  March  16,  1783,  d.  Sept.  14, 
1829  ;  X.  Micock,  b.  March  9,  1787,  d.  1788. 

61.  Richard,  son  of  Eliakim,  (59,)  m.  Margaret,  dan.  of  Ebenezer 
Warner,  April  27,  1766.  She  d.  Oct.  19,  1768,  and  he  m.  2d,  Han- 
nah Davis,  Aug.  7,  1770,  who  d.  Dec.  11,  1839.  Ch. :  I.  Noah,  b. 
Feb.  15,  1  767,  d.  Jan.  26,  1847  ;  II.  Richard  Warner,  b.  Oct.  10,  1768, 
d.  Dec.  1768;  lit.  Richar.1,  b.  May  10,  1770,  d.  Sept.  26,  1807;  IV. 
Margaret,  b.  July  2,  1772,  m.  Daniel  Steele;*  V.  Thomas,  b.  Dec.  8, 

1774,  d.  April  18,  1856  ;  VL  Lydia,  b.  April  1,  1777,  m.  Davi  i  Rob- 
erts of  Burlington,  and  d.  Aug.  31,  1828  ;  VIL  Hannah,  b.  Oct.  10, 
1779,  m.  David  Warner — went  to  Geneseo,  N.  Y.;  VIII.  Joseph 
Davis,  b.  April  15,  1783,  d.  Jan.  16,  1825;  IX.  Bela,  b.  Sept.  9,  1787, 
d.Oct.  16,  1822. 

62.  Eli,  son  of  Eliakim.  (59.)  m.  Anna  Baldwin,  July  1,  1771.  Ch. : 
Eli,  b.  Aug.  10,  1772;  Asa,  b.  Nov.  24,  1773;  Phebe,  b.  Sept.  29, 

1775,  d.  1777  ;  Eunice,  b.  Aug.  12,  1777;  Benoni,  b.  April  19,  1780  ; 
Anna;  Printha. 

63.  Eli,  son  of  Eli,  (62,)  had,  Joel,  Bennet,  Eli  and  Asa. 

64.  Eli,  sod  of  Eli,  (63.)  m.  Rhoda  Wilson.  Ch. :  1.  Elmore,  m. 
Sarah  Ann  Cleveland;  ch.,  1.  Homer  ;  IL  Jane  ;  III.  Ruth. 

65.  Asa,  son  of  Eli,  (62,)  m.  —  Fenn.  Ch. :  I.  Seiden  ;  II.  Hiram, 

m.  Harriet,  dau.  of  Timothy  Ball,  d.  leaving  no  ch.;  HI'.  Lyman;  IV. 
Emily,  m,  Simeon  Philips;  V.  Heman. 

66.  IIeman,  son  of  Asa,  (65,)  m.  1st,  Adaline  Blakeslee,  2d,  A. 
Carter.    Ch.  :  Oliver  Blakeslee  and  another  son. 

67.  Moses,  son  of  Eliakim,  (59,)  m.  Betta  Wooster.  Ch. :  Andrew 
and  Elizur. 

68.  Aafion,  son  of  Eliakim,  (59,)  m.  Zera  Bronson,  Jan.  13,  1777. 
Ch.  :  Taraar,  b.  Feb.  28,  1778;  Junia,  b.  Dec.  1779  ;  Harvey,  b.  Oct. 
28,  1780,  d.  1782;  Harvey,  b.  Nov.  2,  1782. 

69.  Ebex,  son  of  Eiiakira,  (60.)  m.  Sarah,  dau.  of  Titus  Barnes,  and 
moved  to  Ohio  with  his  family.  Ch. :  Avice,  Sarah,  Seiden,  Jacob, 
Elisha,  Caroline,  Eben  and  Polly, 


*  Rev.  A?ii3EL  Stef.i.e,  a  ?on  i)f  Daniel  hy  a  first  wife,  was  born  in  Waterbury,  Jan.  01,  ITM. 
H>'  now  resides  in  Washlnirton  City,  and  is  the  author  of  a  recent  work  evincin'r  laborious  re- 
search, entitled  "  Chief  of  the  Pil;:r!rn^,  or  the  Life  and  Times  of  William  Brewster."  He  mar- 
ried a  descendant  of  Elder  Brewster. — U.  B. 
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TO.  Eliakim,  son  of  Eliakim,  (60,)  m.  Loly.dau.  of  Titus  Barnes,  Jan. 
3,  1788,  and  went  to  Ohio  with  liis  faniily.  Cli. :  I.  OraseT)a,  b.  March 
10,  1790,  m.  Thos.  Worden ;  11.  Micha  B.,  b.  Aug.  13,  1792,  m. 
Wealthy  Upson  ;  III.  Sherman  P.,  b.  Oct.  24:,  1796,  d.  1797;  IV, 
Sherman  P.,  b.  Oct.  8,  1798,  m.  Puith  Upson;  V.  Sal]y  M.,  b.  July 
7,  1801,-  m.  in  Oliio. 

71.  Mark,  son  of  Eliakim,  (60,)  m.  Sally  Davis,  and  removed  to  the 
State  of  N.  Y.  Ch.  :  Samuel,  Truman,  Amy,  Iliram,  Harriet,  Alinira 
and  Dorcas. 

72.  Joseph,  son  of  Eliakim,  (60.)  m.  Ellen,  dau.  of  John  Warner  of 
Plymouth,  and  went  to  the  State  of  N.  Y.  Ch.  :  Norman,  Charlotte, 
Warner,  Emeline  and  Ehakim. 

73.  Moses,  son  of  Eliakim,  (60.)  m.  Iluldah,  dau,  of  Titus  Ilotchkiss 
of  Wolcott,  Aug.  20,  1810.  Ch.:  I.  Milo,  b.  1811,  d.  young;  II, 
Julia,  b.  Nov,  22,  1813,  m.  Andrew  Hough;  III.  Sarah,  b.  Feb.  20, 
1820,  m.  Franklin  Hall;  IV.  Huldah,  b.  Sept.  12,  1823,  m.  Edward 
Pratt;  V.  Hester,  b.  April  6,  1825,  ra.  Hiram  Curfiss  ;  VI.  Mary,  b. 
April  25,  1827,  m.  Joel  Huncrerford. 

74.  Noah,  son  of  Kichard.  (61.)  m.  Nabby  Chidsey  of  East  Haven, 
in  1791,  2.1,  Ellen  Cowles  Dec.  1804,  whod.  N'ov.  26,  1848.  lie  lived 
in  Ilarwinton.  Ch.  :  T.  Miles,  b.  June  15,  1793;  II.  Margaret  A.,  b. 
March  28,  1800,  d.  1803;  HI.  Aaline,  b.  June  15.  1803,  m.  Wiliard 
Hitchcock  of  Burlington,  April  3,  1822,  and  went  to  Vt.;  IV.  Nabby, 
b.  Nov,  17,  1805,  m.  Charles  Judson,  May,  1826;  V.  Margaret  A.,  b. 
Jan.  2,  1808,  m,  Enoch  Marks  May,  1826  ;  VI.  Noah  E.,  b.  Aug.  12, 
1811,  d.  Oct.  1848  ;  VII.  John  J.,  h.  Feb.  2,  1814  ;  VIH.  Lester  C,  b. 
A[.ril  20,  1S17;  IX.  Elvira,  b.  April  25,  1821,  m.  Rev.  Collis  Putter, 
of  Plymouth,  in  1851  ;  X.  Bela  A.,  b.  Dec.  25,  1823;  XI.  Jane,  b. 
July  12.  1827,  m.  Jared  Smith  of  Ilarwinton  in  1854. 

75.  Miles,  son  of  Noah,  (74.)  m.  Jan.  1815,  Nancy,  dau.  of  Steiihen 
Gs-aves  of  E.  Plymouth.  Ch. :  I.  Street  C,b.  S^-pt.  8.  1816  ;  11.  Xirnnus, 
b.  D.'C.  16,  1817,  d.  Aug.  9,  1822;  HI.  Albert,  b.  Mav  7,  1820;  IV. 
Carlos,  b.  xVpri!  3,  1822  ;  V.  X.  Aianson,  b.  March  1  7,  1824  ;  VI.  Ruth 
Adaline,  b.  July  14,  1826,  m.  Eben  Coll  of  Plymouth,  April,  1845; 
VII.  Nancy  Ann,  b.  Jan.  25,  1830,  m.  Ralph  Humphrey  of  Ansonia, 
Nov.  1853;  VllL  Mnjor  G.,  b.  June  21,  1832  ;  IX.  Marvin  B.,  b.  June 
21,  1832  ;  X.  Emily  W.,  b.  April  17,  1836. 

-76.  NoahE.,  son  of  Noah,  (74,)  m.  Mahitabel  Bulkley  in  1832,  and 
2d,  Ly.Jia  J.  Chidsey  in  1836.  Ch. :  Charlotte  A.,  Noah  J.,  Eilen  J. 
and  Seymour  H. 
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77.  John  J.,  son  of  Xoab,  (74,)  rn.  Maria  ^Yi]cox,  April,  1840,  who 
d.  Sept.  1847.    Ch.  :  Charles,  b.  1841  ;  Ellen  M.,  b.  1846. 

78.  Lester  C,  son  of  Noah,  (74,)  m.  Corra  Mathews  of  Bristol,  Sept. 
1845, — is  now  living  in  Henry  Co.,  111.  Ch. :  James  M.,  Ellen  A.  and 
Merritt  Hobert. 

79.  Bela  A.,  son  of  Noah,  (74,)  resides  in  III.,  m.  Jane  Merritt,  has,  a 
son. 

80.  Street  C,  son  of  Miles,  (75.)  m.  Aaline  Smith  of  Orange,  N.  J., 
Sept.  18-41.    Ch.  :  John  S.  and  Alanson. 

81.  Albert,  son  uf  Miles,  (75.)  ni.  Susan  A.  Bidwell  of  Norlhfield, 
Jan.  1842.    Ch.  :  Francis  G.,  Mary  E.  and  George  \V. 

82.  Carlos,  son  of  Miles,  (75,)  m.  Maria  E.  Peck  of  Farmington, 
Nov.  1846,  who  (L  Feb.  1850,  leaving  a  son,  Uenry  A. 

83.  X.  Alanson,  son  of  Miles,  (75.)  is  an  Episcopal  clergyman,  and 
rector  of  St.  Matthew's  church,  Cambridge,  Henry  Co.,  111.  He  m.  Liar 
riet  F.  Root  of  Guilford,  Vt.,  Sept.  4,  1853,  and  had  a  dau.,  Ellen  E. 

84.  Richard,  son  of  Richard,  (61.)  m,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
Gunn,  March,  1797.  She  d.  July  20,  1851.  Ch.  :  I.  xVrteme-ia,  b. 
April  15,  1798,  m.  Lauren  F.'-isbie,  Nov.  28,  1821  ;  H.  Edward,  b.  Jan. 
19,  1800;  III.  Merritt,  b.  April  5,  1802;  lY.  Amy,  b.  April  18,  1804, 
m.  Mortimer  Jurdon  of  Ala.;  V.  Hannah  M.,  b.  July  10,  1807,  ra. 
Nathanial  Hawkins  of  Ala. 

85.  Edward,  son  of  Richard.  (S4.)  ra.  Laura  Brown.  Ch.  :  Richard, 
Noah  A.,  Caroline  A.  and  Martha  A. 

80.  Merritt,  son  of  Richard,  (84,)  ra.  went  South,  is  now  in  Califor- 
nia with  his  family.  Ch. :  Lamson,  Amy  and  Lydia  E, — probably 
others. 

87.  Thomas,  son  of  Richard,  (61.)  m.  Sybil  Cook  of  Wallingfora, 
Jan.  3,  1797.  She  was  b.  Oct.  10,  1778.  Ch. :  L  Lyman,  b.  June  15, 
1798;  IL  Evelina,  b.  Jan.  23,  1800,  m.  Anson  D.nvns,  O.-t.  20,  1823; 
TIL  Minerva,  b.  March  19,  1802,  m.  Burton  Payne,  Feb.  3,  1828; 
IV,  Sally  D.,  b.  Sept.  5,  1807,  d.  1808  ;  Y.  Sally  D..  b.  June  14,  1810, 
m.  Henry  Bronson,  Oct.  4,  1832;  VL  Nancy,  b.  April  12,  1812,  m. 
Frederic  A.  Bradley,  May  22,  1836. 

88.  Lym4N,  son  of  Thos.  (87,)  m.  Minerva,  dau.  of  Benjamin  Judd, 
Dec.  24,  1822.  Ch. :  Uenry  A.,  b.  Dec.  2,  1823  ;  Franklin  L.,  b.  Dec. 
11,  1827;  Nelson  J.,  b.  Feb.  15,  1829.  Henry  A.  is  m.  and  has  one 
ch.,  Thos.  H. — Franklin  L,  is  aiso  m.,  has  had  tliree  ch.,  one  only  h 
living. 

89.  Rev.  Joseph  D.,  son  of  Richard,  (61,)  m.  Eunice,  dau.  of  Victory 
Tomlinson.  Shed.  Feb.  20, 1832.  Ch.:  L  Julia  M.,  b.  July,  1809,  m.  Geo. 
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Warner  ;  11.  Ilobert  V.,  b.  Oct.  28, 1811,  m.  Adaline,  dau.  of  Luther  Puch- 
ards  of  Vt.,  and  his  cb.  are,  Edwin  D.,  b.  1836,  Sarah  C,  b.  1839,  Harriet 
A.,  b.  1850  ;  lU.  Joseph,  b.  May  15,  1814,  m.Mary,  dau.  of  Seabury  Pier- 
pont.  Ch.,  Heber  IL,  b.  1837,  Eunice  C,  b.  1839,  Lucy  A.,  b.  1841  ; 
IV.  Henry,  b.  Sept.  27,  1824,  in.  Lucy  Baird  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

90.  Bela,  son  of  Puchard,  (61.)  m.  April  16,  1817,  Polly,  dan.  of 
Benjamin  Morehouse  of  Washington,  Conn.  She  was  b,  Isov.  27, 
1792.  Ch.:  L  Richard,  b.  Jan.  7,  1820,  m.  Abby  Mitchel,  May  10, 
1853,  has  two  children,  Nelly  M.  and  Pvichard ;  11.  Hawley  Seymour, 
b.  Oct.  13,  1821,  m.  Eliza  Merriara,  Dec.  19,1844.  Ch. :  Bela  and 
Richard. 

Third  Family,  or  George's  Posterity. 

91.  George,  son  of  John,  (1.)  had  ch.  :  I.  Stephen,  b.  Oct.  27,  1713  ; 
IL  Samuel,  b.  Oct.  20,  1715,  d.  1738;  IIL  Peter,  b.  Sept.  28,  1718; 
IV.  Elizabeth,  b.  May  23,  1721  ;  V.  Hannah,  b.  June  11,  1723  ;  YL 
James,  b.  Oct.  9,  1725  ;  YIL  Josiah,  b.  June  10,  1728,  m.  Martha,  dau. 
of  Jonathan  Kelly  of  Woodbury,  d.  in  1758,  no  ch. ;  YIII.  Dau,  b.  May 
19,  1731. 

92.  James,  son  of  George,  (91,)  was  the  first  male  child*  b.  (Oct.  9, 
1725)  in  that  part  of  Waierbury,  now^  Watertown.  He  m.  Mary,  wid. 
of  Joseph  Prichard  of  Milford,  in  1763. 

93.  Stephen-,  son  of  George,  (91,)  m.  Aug.  27,  1741,  Abigail,  dau, 
of  Jonathan  Welton.  She  d.  Nov.  1,  1776.  Ch. :  L  Elijah,  b.  Aug.  13, 
1742  ;  IL  Samuel,  b.  Nov.  2,  1744  ;  IIL  Jesse,  b.  Nov.  23,  1746  ;  lY. 
Amasa,  b.  April  26,  1749  ;  V.  Daniel,  b.  April  1,  1752,  d.  1753;  YL 
"Achsah,"  b.  Sept.  15,  1754;  YII.  Josiah,  b.  Feb.  17,  1759. 

94.  Elijah,  son  of  Stephen,  (93,)  m,  Feb.  23,  1769,  Hannah,  dau,  of 
Isaac  Txlt^r  of  Wallingford.  Ch. :  Daniel  M.,  b.  Aug.  14,  1770  ;  Isaac, 
b.  Jan.  1  1,  1775  ;  Hannah,  b.  Jan.  3,  1778;  Stephen. 

95.  Samuel,  son  of  Stephen,  (93,)  m.  Jerusha  Hill,  Nov.  23,  1770, 
and  d.  May  9,  1777.  Ch.  :  L  Anna,  b.  Dec.  23,  1770 ;  IL  Jonathan,  b. 
Feb.  14,1774;  ch.,  George,  Samuel,  E<^lward  and  Stephen ;  IIL  Lydia, 
b.  Oct.  18,  1776. 

96.  Jesse,  son  of  Stephen,  (93,)  m.  Sarah,  dau.  of  Isaac  Tyler  of 


*  The  first  permanent  settlers  of  Westbury,  so  far  as  my  inquiries  have  extended,  viere  Jona. 
than  Scott,  Sen.  and  Dr,  (afterward.-!  Dewcon)  John  "Warner.  Tlie^e  had  no  chiMren  filter  their 
removal  thither.  I.-aac  Ca^-tle  from  Woo<ibury  .'settled  there  about  17.5,  and  had  borrj  (and  re- 
corded in  Waterhury)  a  son,  A.>;ahel,  AhquH  28.  1725,  (as  I  read  the  li^rurcs.)  Samu.-i  TliomaSi 
another  settler,  had  a  dau^'hter,  Mabel,  also  recorded  in  Waterhury,  b,  Aug.  14,  17-2.i.  (See  p. 
25.3,  of  tbis  work.)— H.  B. 
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Wallingford,  Dee.  13,  ITTO.  Cb. :  Parthenia,  b.  July  4,  1TV2;  Abi- 
gail, b.  March  5,  1774  ;  Enos,  b.  Sept.  29,  1770;  Jesse. 

97.  Amasa,  son  of  Stephen,  (93,)  m.  Mary,  dan.  of  Benjamin  Nicliols, 
Sept.  6,  1770.  Ch. :  Achsah,  b.  May  20,  1773  ;  Orpha,  b.  Jud^  ?, 
1776. 

98.  JosiAH,  son  of  Stephen,  (93,)  had  ch.,  Samuel  and  Uri. 

99.  Peter,  son  of  George,  (01,)  m.  Abigail,  dau.  of  Nathaniel  Por- 
ter, Xov.  22,  1739.  Ch. :  I.Samuel,  b.  Sept.  2G,  1740,  d.  1740:  IL 
Ruth,  b.  Sept.  20,  1741;  III.  Peter,  b.  Feb.  28,  1744;  IV.  Job,  b. 
March  1.5,  1740,  d.  at  Ticonderoga,  Oct.  1  1,  1770  ;  V.  Abigail,  b.  Aug, 
4,  1748,  d.  1751  ;  YL  George,  b.  Aug.  20,  1750,  d.  1751  ;  YIL  Abi- 
gail, b.  Oct.  27,  1  752  ;  VIII.  Elizabeth,  b.  May  18,  1750  ;  IX.  Dinah,  b. 
June  1,  1  759;  X.  George,  b.  Nov.  12,  1701;  XL  Mary,  b.  May  15, 
1705. 

100.  Peter,  son  of  Peter,  (99,)  m.  Desire  Cooper,  April  10,  1700. 
Ch.:  I.  Desire,  b.  Dec.  15,  1700;  II.  A  son.  b.  July  1,  1709;  III.  Sa- 
rah, b.  May  19,  1771 ;  IV.  Peter,  b.  Dec.  1773  ;  V.  Josiah,  b.  Aug.  6, 
1770. 

101.  Dan,  son  of  George,  (91.)  m.  and  had  Gaal  and  James,  The 
last  had  a  dau.  Irena. 

AVOODWARD. 

1.  Henry  Woodvv'ard,*  from  England,  settled  in  Dorchester,  Mass., 
about  1030,  and  united  with  the  church  there  previous  to  1039.  In 
1059,  he  removed  to  Northampton,  to  which  ])!ace  he  followed  Rev, 
Eleazer  Mather,  an'l  was  one  of  the  seven  pillars  when  the  church  was 
organi/.ed,  June  18,  1061.  He  built  a  mill  there,  (not  the  first  mi!!.) 
and  was  kill^'d  in  his  gri>t  mill,"  (by  lightninir  it  is  sai<],)  April  7? 
1685..  His  wife,  Elizabeth,  d.  in  Northampton,  Aug.  13.  1090.  Ch. : 
1.  Experience,  ra.  Medad  Pomery,  Nov.  21,  1001;  IL  Freedom,  bap. 
at  Dorchester,  in  1042,  m.  Jedediah  Strong,  Nov.  18,  1002;  III. 
Thankful,  m..  John  Taylor,  Dec.  13,  1002  ;  IV.  John,  an  only  son, 

2.  John,  son  of  Henry,  (1.)  lived  in  Northampton  till  after  the  death 
of  his  father.  He  removed  tirst  to  Westtield,  and  then  to  Lebanon, 
Conn.  He  m,  Anna  Dewey,  of  Westlield,  dau.  of  the  emigrant,  Thos. 
Dewey  of  Windsor,  May  18,  1071.    Ch.  recorded  in  Northampton  :  I, 


*  I  aril  informed  that  he  liaa  a  brother  John,  who  came  with  him  to  .Mass., — became  a  Q'iaker, 
was  baiiisheil,  went  to  R.  I.,  was  aj,'ain  banisheil  and  his  estate  confi.scat.?d.  He  i.s  supposed  to 
have  gone  to  Virginia,  a.3  the  namerous  families  of  that  name,  now  found  at  the  South,  orii^'ina- 
ted  in  that  State. 
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Elizabeth,  b.  March  iT,  1672,  m.  Stephen  Lee  of  Westfield,  in  1  GOl ; 
II.  John,  bap.  April  2,  1074  ;  111.  Samuel,  b.  Marcli  20,  1G7G,  d.  Oct. 
20,'  1676;  IV.  Henry,  b.  March  IS,  1680;  V.  Thomas,  b.  April  22, 
1682;  VL  Israel,  b.  Feb.  6.  1685.         -  .t.-  • 

3.  Capt.  Israel,  son  of  John,  (^.)  m.  Abigail  Beard  of  Huntington, 
and  removed  to  tliat  part  of  Watei  bui'v,  now  AVatertown,  about  1750. 
They  lived  together  in  the  married  state  69  years,  and  d.  at  ll:e  ad- 
vanced ages  of  93  and  96.  Cii.:  I.  Nathan;  U.  Abel,  b.  April  1, 
1736-7;  HI.  Israel;  IV.  John;  V.  Asa,  m.  Esther  Roberts,  n-Mss. ; 
VI.  Elijah  ;  VII.  Anna,  m.  Asa  Curtiss;  VIII.  Eunice,  m.  AVait  Scott  ; 
IX.  Abigail,  d.  in  infancy;  X.  Samuel,  b.  Oct.  25,  1750. 

4.  Nathan,  son  of  I.-raei,  (3.)  m.  1st,  Sarah  Ilickox,  2d,  Eunice 
Painter,  July  1,  1731,  Ch.  :  Moses,  Hawkins,  Antepas,  John,  Na- 
than, Sarah,  Lois,  Polly  and  Laura. 

5.  Abel,  son  of  Israel,  (3  )  m.  Lucy  Atwood,  March  20,  1705.  Ch.: 
L  Ptebun  S.,  b.  Jan.  9,  1766;  IL  Eunice,  b.  March  18,  1767;  III. 
Lucy,  b.  March,  1769,  d.  1770;  IV.  Abel,  b.  Oct.  13,  1770;  Y.  James, 
b.  Sept.  25,  1772;  VI.  David,  b.  Oct.  26,  1774;  YII.  Lu.-y,  b.  July 
23,1776;  VIK.  John,  b.  Aug.  12,  1778:  IX.  Jeru.ha,  b.  Apiii  2, 
1781  ;  X.  Kussel,  b.  1783. 

6.  Israel,  son  of  Israel,  (3,)  m.  Abigail,  dau.  of  Eliakirn  Stoddard, 
Oct.  28,  1765.  Ch. :  Lrael  j>.,  b.  1707  ;  Pamelui,  b.  1770;  Abigail,  b, 
1772  :  A.Dna,  b.  1774  ;  Asa,  b.  1779. 

7.  John,  son  of  Israel.  (3.)  m.  Lydia  Trowbrido-e,  July  13, 1786.  Ch.: 
William,  b.  May  3,  1787;  Rebecca,  b.  July  9,  1789  ;  Abigail,  b.  June 
30,  1791  ;  Lucius. 

8.  Elijah,  son  of  Israel,  (3.)  m.  Margary  Richards.  Ch,  :  Tiuman, 
Sally,  Minerva  and  Dot  ha. 

9.  Dr.  Sa.muel,  son  of  Drael,  (3  )  m.  Mary  Griswold.  Ch. :  Mary,  Laura, 
Samuel  Bayard,  Elijah,  Griswold,  Rufus,  Henry  and  Charles.  Samuel 
B.  was  a  distinofuished  pliysician,  first  of  \Veiher>field  then  of  AVorces- 
ter,  and  afterwards  of  Northarupton,  Mass.,  where  he  died  in  1850.  He 
had  charge  of  the  Hospital  for  the  Insane  in  Worcester.  Rufus  i;ra<lu- 
ated  at  Y.  C.  in  1816,  became  a  tutor  and  d.  in  182-}-.  Il^niy  was  a 
physician  in  Middietown  of  great  promise,  and  <lied  in  1832.  CliMrles 
is  now  a  well  known  practitioner  of  mf-dicine  in  Middietown.  They 
were  all  bora  in  Torringford,  to  which  place  the  father  removed  in  early 
life. 


III.  LATER  ECCLESIASTICAL  SOCIETIES: 
MANUFACTURING:  STATISTICS. 


After  the  matter  of  the  preceding  pages  had  been  arranged,  and  the  book 
far  advanced  in  the  printing,  tliere  v\ere  put  into  my  hands  curtain  documents 
relating  to  the  more  recently  organized  churches  of  Waterbury,  and  tiie  nianui'ac- 
turing  interests  of  the  place.  I  insert  them  here,  in  tome  instances  giving  only 
summaries.  The  sketch  of  the  Baptist  church  which  immediately  follows  has  been 
already  printed. 

THE  BAPTIST   CHURCH  IX  WATERBURY. 

In  preparing  a  sketch  of  the  History  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Waterbnry, 
great  difiiculty  has  been  experienced  from  the  imperlection  of  its  recor<ls  during 
the  earlier  years  of  its  existence.  Indeed  the  history  of  the  cburcli,  a.>  here 
presented,  from  the  time  of  its  organiz;ition  to  the  year  ISof).  a  period  of  33 
years,  has  been  mainly  taken  from  Association  minutes,  the  records  of  nciglibor- 
ing  churches,  and  the  personal  recollections  of  those  wlio  sdll  survive. 

In  the  year  1791,  November  7th,  a  number  of  the  members  of  the  ancient 
church  of  Wallingford,  (now  Meriden,)  were  organized  into  a  distinct  body, 
known  for  a  time  as  the  Second  Baptist  church  in  Wallingford.  Amjog  this 
number  were  Zenas  Brockett,  David  Frost  and  Isaac  Terrell,  the  tirst  B.sj-.r'.-is  in 
the  town  of  Waterbury.*  For  several  years  it  was  their  custom,  and  the  custom  of 
those  afterwards  associated  with  them,  to  visit  the  church  of  their  ado]Hion  at 
least  once  every  month,  and  this  journey,  a  distance  of  twelve  miles,  they  usually 
performed  on  foot.  By  these  brethren,  meetings  were  establk-hed  and  conducted 
in  the  town  of  Watorbury,  and  in  }Su'4,  November  l(;rh,  a  church  was  oru'anized 
of  tho-e  previously  connected  with  the  Second  Baptist  cliurch  in  WaH'.i.L'ford. 
Pret'niin*''nt  in  this  movement  were  the  i)rethren  whose  names  are  above 
recorded  ;  rnen  wiio  deserve  a  cherk-hed  and  honored  memory  as  h:'udc  s  of  the 
infant  church,  and  as  Chiistians  of  tried  integrity  of  character  and  pni  iry  of  life. 
Poor  in  tlie  riches  of  this  world,  but  rich  in  those  graces  that  find  favor  with 
God,  this  little  band  n)aintained  for  twelve  years,  with  most  unwavering  ridelity, 
their  regular  meetings  without  a  settled  pastor.  Ami  their  humble  laliors  were 
blessed  in  a  gradual  but  uninterru[>ted  growth.  During  this  period  thev  were 
favored  from  time  to  time  with  the  admini.-ti-ation  of  the  ordinances  by  elder^t 
Samuel  ililler  and  Daniel  Wildman,  and  occa>iona!ly  by  elders  Dethick  and 
Fuller. 


*  There  were  Baptists  in  Waterbury  l>t  Society  who  bore  lists,  as  early  as  ]7'j7,  as  .'iprears  by 
papersofth.it  Jate  reletting  tu  Fanaingbury's  petition  to  the  Ajsembly  for  i--.c!ecy  privileges. 
—II.  B. 
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In  the  autumn  of  1815,  brethren  Samuel  Potter  and  Jesse  Frost  were  ordained 
co-pastors  of  the  church.  During  this  joint  pastorate  the  church  enjoyed  an  un- 
usual degree  of  peace  and  harmony,  and  many  a  season  occurred  which  made  the 
place  of  worship  verily  the  house  of  God  and  gate  of  heaven. 

In  1817,  Xov.  loth,  the  church,  which  had  attained  a  membership  of  nearly  one 
hundred,  was  divided  by  the  formation  of  the  Woodbridge  and  Salem  church.  For 
this  purpose  60  members  were  dismissed,  embracing  those  residing  in  the  southern 
part  of  vVaterbury,  (now  Xaugatuck,)  and  the  adjoining  towns  of  Woodbiidge 
(Bethany)  and  Ilamden,  leaving  but  about  thirty  with  the  original  church,  and 
these  in  temporal  prosperity  by  no  means  the  most  favored.  Elder  Samuel  IVjtter 
took  charge  of  the  new  church,  while  Elder  Jesse  Frost  remained  with  the  old.* 

Soon  after  the  constitution  of  the  AVoodbridge  and  Salem  church,  the  church  in 
Waterbury  erected  a  house  of  worship  in  the  northeastern  section  of  the  town, 
which  they  continued  to  occupy  until  the  completion  of  their  present  house  in 
1835. 

In  the  year  1827,  Elder  Jesse  Frost,  their  pastor,  was  removed  by  death,  The 
duty  of  leading  the  church  then  devolved  upon  Dea.  Timothy  Porter,  who  had 
been  called  by  them  to  accept  licensure  about  a  year  previous,  and  who,  from  this 
time  till  1835,  a  period  of  about  eight  years,  gratuitously  ministered  unto  them  and 
performed  the  various  duties  of  the  pastorate. 

During  this  period,  the  prosperity  of  the  church  was  constant  and  marked. 
Each  year  witnessed  accessions  to  the  number  of  converts  by  baptism.  In  1S28, 
a  special  refreshing  was  enjoyed,  when  twenty-three  were  baptized  ;  and  another 
in  1831,  when  thirteen  were  in  like  manner  added  to  the  church.  So  marked  at 
this  time  was  their  spiritual  prosperity,  as  evinced  by  union  and  fellowship,  as  weU 
as  in  their  assemblies  where  they  were  wont  to  meet,  that  many  of  the  old  disciples 
still  look  back  with  earnest  longing  for  a  return  of  the  former  days.  The  ordinances 
were  administered  during  this  period  by  Elder  I.  Atkins  and  Elder  Samuel 
Miller,  and  after  his  death  by  Elder  WiUiam  Bentley. 

The  church  now  began  to  suffer  much  from  the  inconveniences  and  inadequacy  of 
their  house  of  worship.  This,  though  located  two  and  a  half  miles  from  the  centre 
of  population,  with  benches  only  for  seats,  and  no  means  of  warming  in  winter,  had 
yet  become  too  straitened  for  their  numbers,  so  that  their  meetings  were  not  un- 
frequently  held  in  the  neighboring  groves.  Finally,  after  anxious  and  mature  de- 
liberation, they  decided  to  erect  a  new  house  of  worship  in  the  center  of  the  town. 
This  was  known  to  be  a  great  undertaking,  but  they  feit  that  the  interests  of  the 
cause  demanded  the  effort,  and  they  determined  cheerfully  to  incur  the  ourden. 
They  entered  into  a  written  compact  to  subject  themselves  to  a  voluntary  assess- 


*  The  Woodbritlge  and  Salem  church,  now  extinct,  seems  tc  deserve  in  this  connection  a 
passing  notice.  After  the  separation,  for  six  years  it  enjoyed  a  continual  manifestation  of  the 
Divine  Presence,  so  that  from  sixty  it  increased  to  one  hundred  and  fifteen  members.  In  1  *-26,  its 
number  was  reduced  to  eighty-eight.  In  IS2S-9,  God's  presence  was  again  manifest,  and  forty- 
five  were  added  by  baptism,  maicing  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  actual  members.  From 
this  period  the  number  gradually  declined,  till  in  1843  the  church  ceased  to  be  recognized  as  a 
member  of  the  Association.  Their  pastor,  Elder  Samuel  Potter,  was  removed  by  death  in  1S3.3, 
Dec.  2.  They  were  then  for  a  time  led  by  Elder  David  Bradley,  and  finally,  after  an  interval 
of  some  years,  by  Elder  Jacob  gloper,  their  last  pastor.  Some  of  the  members  afterwards 
united  with  the  church  in  Waterbury,  and  some  still  remain  scattered  over  the  mountains  and 
through  the  valleys. 
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ment,  the  basis  of  wbicli  should  be  the  grand  list  of  the  town,  apportioned  by  a 
committee  appointed  from  their  own  number.  In  case  any  member  should  feel 
aggrieved,  he  might  appeal  to  another  committee  taken  from  the  church,  and 
finally  to  one  selected  from  a  neighboring  church.  Upon  this  basis,  they  went 
forward  and  erected  their  present  house  of  worship,  at  a  cost  of  about  S(>,500, 
completing  it  in  the  year  1835.  Rev.  Russell  Jennings  was  then  chosen  their 
pastor,  Avhose  acceptable  labors  were  bles-ed  in  a  largely  increased  congregation, 
and  by  two  special  outpourings  of  the  Spirit  in  the  years  18:36  and  1838,  in  which 
forty  -were  baptized.  He  resigned  in  1838,  and  the  church  was  supplied  during 
the  year  following  by  Rev.  E.  Savage  and  Kev.  W.  Russell. 

In  1839,  Rev.  A.  D.  Watrous  succeeded  to^the  pastorate,  during  whose  minis- 
tration eighty-one  were  baptized.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  W.  S.  Smith  in 
184:0,  who  remained  only  a  few  months.  From  1840  to  1844,  the  church  was 
without  a  pastor.  The  congregation,  however,  was  regularly  supplied  with  the 
preaching  of  the  Word  by  Rev.  G.  Allen  and  Rev.  I.  Atkins.  It  Was  during  this 
period  that  occurred  those  dark  days  of  their  history  which  so  severely  tried  their 
hearts  and  faith.  A  large  debt  had  remained  upon  their  house  at  the  time  of  its  com- 
pletion. Still  the  debt  was  not  unexpected.  But  soon  after  the  church  was  finished, 
occurred  the  great  hnaneial  crisis  of  1837,  from  whoso  disastrous  influence  no 
section  of  the  country  was  exempt,  and  whose  shock  was  especially  felt  V>y  the 
brethren  of  Waterbury  who  had  struck  hands  for  building  the  house  of  God.  Still 
they  struggled  on  as  best  they  could  under  the  heavy  burden,  until  the  yeas  1843 
and  '44.  And  it  was  only  when  they  had  voluntarily  submitted  to  three  assess- 
ments, each  of  170  cents  upon  the  dollar  of  the  grand  list  of  the  town,  (so  that  tlie 
assessments  had  amounted  to  more  han  -8250  upon  every  -sloOO  listed,  and  over  sKiO 
for  every  person  whose  head  alone  stood  in  the  list ;)  it  was  only  when  they  had  seen 
trusted  ones  prove  false  and  the  faithful  well  nigh  crushed,  their  house  of  worship 
attached  by  fraudulent  claims,  and  closed  for  an  entire  year  except  from  sun  to 
sun  on  the  Sabbath,  to  save  it  from  passing  legally  from  their  hands ;  it  was 
only  when  they  had  been  driven  to  the  Legislature  for  a  "  Confirming  Act."  and 
to  the  Courts  of  Chancery  for  the  vindication  of  their  rights;  it  was  only  after  a 
series  of  struggles  and  sacrifices  of  this  character,  by  which  their  resources  had 
become  exhausted  and  their  strength  and  numbers  wasted,  that  they  resolved  to 
appeal  to  neighboring  churches  for  assistance,  as  their  only  remaining  hope. 
That  assistance  was  cheerfully  and  liberally  granted.  About  S7<m)  were  thus 
received,  by  which,  in  addition  to  a  fourth  subscription  in  the  church,  nearly 
equal  to  each  of  the  preceding  three,  they  became  in  184:7  entireb  free  from 
pecuniary  embarrassment. 

In  1844,  Rev.  A.  Darrow  was  called  to  the  pastorate,  who  continued  to  fulfill 
its  duties  till  1847.  In  1845  the  church  was  revived,  and  nineteen  added  by  bap- 
tism through  his  labors.  In  October,  1847,  Rev.  X,  M.  Perkins  became  pastor  of 
the  church,  and  continued  to  labor  Avith  great  accejjtance  for  six  years.  During 
his  labors,  the  means  and  influence  of  the  church  were  greatly  exten<lod,  and 
forty-one  were  added  to  it  by  baptism.  He  resigned  in  April,  1855,  and  \Nas  suc- 
ceeded by  Rev.  Joseph  A.  Baiiey,  with  whose  labors  the  church  is  still  favored. 
In  him  the  church  is  now  most  ha[)jiily  united,  and  through  him  has  been  greatly 
prospered,  Ijoth  in  a  large  increase  to  the  congregation  and  the  addition  by  bap- 
tism of  forty-seven  to  the  number  of  its  members.  The  present  number  of 
members  is  two  hundred  and  thirty-one. 
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THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  IX  WATERBURY. 

Of  the  early  history  of  Methodism  in  "Waterbury,  but  little  is  now  known.  It 
is  remembered,  however,  by  some  now  living,  that  as  early  as  the  year  lT9t>  there 
were  a  few  of  this  then  despised  persuasion  residing  in  different  parts  of  the 
town,  mostly  near  what  is  now  its  easterly  boundary.  Bishop  Asbury,  in  his 
Journal,  under  date  of  Sept.  '23d,  ITOo,  mentions  passing  on  his  way  from  East 
Hartford  to  Stratford,  through  Waterbury,  Salem  and  Oxford,  and  of  preaching 
at  Waterbury  in  the  "Separate  meeting  house."  The  location  of  this  meeting 
house  the  writer  has  not  been  able  to  ascertain. 

Again,  the  Bishop,  recording  his  attendance  at  a  quarterly  meeting  at  Litch- 
field, Sunday,  Aug.  3d,  180i>,  says  :  "  On  Sunday  morning  we  had  a  living  love  feast. 
Some  from  Waterbury  were  fervent  in  spirit,  serving  the  Lord."  The  names  of 
these  fervent  Christians  so  worthy  of  special  notice  are  not  handed  down  to  us.  A 
"class"  was  formed  of  those  residing  in  the  east  part  of  the  town,  hut  such  of 
its  members  as  were  not  scattered  by  removal  or  death  afterward  united  with  a 
little  society  organized  in  Pro:-pect. 

The  present  Society  was  organized  in  the  summer  of  1815,  at  the  house  of 
James  Wheeler,  about  half  a  mile  above  Waterville,  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  Cochran, 
then  preacher  in  charge  of  tlie  Litchtield  Circuit.  It  consisted  of  only  tive  per- 
sons, viz:  James  Wheeler  and  wife,  Samuel  R.  Hickox  and  wife,  and  Azuba  Tat- 
tle. The  little  band  held  their  meetings  during  the  first  year  at  the  same  house, 
having  preaching  once  in  two  weeks  on  Tuesday  evenings.  Reverends  Billy 
Hibbard  and  Smith  Dayton  were  colleagues  with  Rev,  Samuel  Cochran  at  that 
time,  and  Rev.  N'athan  Bangs  was  presiding  elder  of  the  Rhinebeck  District,  to 
which  Litchfield  Circuit  then  belonged.  They  afterward  held  meetings  at  the 
house  of  David  Wheeler,  a  httle  east  of  Waterville  at  "Pine  Hole,"  and  in  the 
east  center  school  house  which  stood  near  what  is  now  the  northerly  point  of 
L'nion  Square.  Being  "voted  out"  of  the  school  house,  their  ark  found  for  sev- 
eral years  a  welcome  resting  place  in  the  dwelling  of  Widow  Mary  Peck,  a 
"mother  in  Israel,"  whose  memory  will  long  be  gratefully  cherished  in  the  church 
she  loved.  Her  dwelling  was  the  low  red  house  still  standing  on  East  Main  street, 
near  the  Pin  Factory. 

Meetings  were  also  held  occasionally  at  the  residences  of  Widow  David  Wheeler 
at  Pine  Hole,  Mr.  Timothy  Ball  at  Bucks  Hiil,  i'c.  Still  later  a  room  was  obtain- 
ed for  a  time  in  the  Franklin  House,  and  for  a  year  or  two  preceding  the  erection 
of  their  fir.-^t  house  of  worship,  meetings  were  held  in  the  academy,  and  oc- 
casionally in  the  old  school  house,  the  doors  of  which  were  again  opened.  During 
the  whole  of  this  period  there  was  no  Sab'oalh  preaching,  except  occasionally, 
when  a  local  preacher  could  be  obtained.  The  circuit  preachers  came  around 
once  in  two  vreeks  preachinsr  on  week  day  evenings. 

Thus  for  sixteen  years  the  little  society  struggled  on,  unpopular  with  men,  but 
enjoying  the  favor  of  God;  poor  iu  this  world's  goods,  but  rich  in  faith;  at  no 
time  numbering  more  than  twenty  or  thirty  members,  and  without  a' convenient 
place  of  worship  ;  yet  claiming  the  promise  of  our  Lord,  (and  often  realizing  its 
fulfillment,)  that  "  Whc'i-e  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  my  name,  there 
am  I  in  the  midst  of  them." 

But  the  summer  and  fall  of  the  year  1S31  will  long  be  remembered  by  this 
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and  other  churches  of  Waterhury  as  a  season  of  gracious  revival.  An-,ong  the 
Methodists  the  work  commenced  under  the  preachiiig  of  Rev.  Heman  Bai.gs,  then 
preacher  in  charge  of  Derby  Circuit,  (to  which  Waterbury  belonged  from  18"29  to 
1832,)  and  continued  with  great  power  under  his  ministry  and  that  of  his  colkagnc. 
Rev.  Daniel  Smith,  they  visiting  Waterbury  often  during  the  revival.  Many  vere 
added  unto  the  Lord,  and  the  society  was  increased  from  less  than  thirty  in  num- 
ber to  about  one  hundred.  Such  an  accession  rendered  a  m.ore  comn-.odious 
place  of  worship  necessary,  and  in  January,  1S3"2,  it  was  decided  to  build  a  UM-et- 
ing  house  fifty  feet  long  and  thirty-six  feet  wide.  This  building  still  stands  on  the 
corner  of  Union  square  and  Scovill  street.  It  was  completed  at  a  co^t  of  ;d  out 
$2,7(iO,  and  was  dedicated  April  27th,  1833,  Dr.  Wilbur  Fiske  preaching  the  dedi- 
cation sermon.  From  this  date  the  church  was  favored  with  regularly  stistioucd 
preachers,  and  though  burdened  with  a  heavy  debt  and  increased  expenses,  and 
often  weakened  by  the  removal  of  its  mendjers,  continued,  tmder  the  blessing  of 
God,  to  increase  in  numliers  and  prosperity.  Its  membership  had  incrca.-td  in 
1840  to  145,  in  1845  to  1S5,  and  in  1852  to  245. 

During  the  year  la>t  mentioned,  finding  enlarged  accommodations  again  neces- 
sary, it  was  resolved  to  erect  the  present  tasteful  and  con;modious  edifnc.  it  is' 
eligibly  located  on  East  ilain  street,  a  few  rods  from  Center  square.  It  is  75  feet 
deep  by  55  feet  in  width,  is  built  of  brick,  and  cost  with  the  lot  on  utiich 
it  stand-  about  .S2:>,tr )■).  It  was  dedicated  March  1st,  1854.  Much  credit  is  due 
Rev.  N.  Mead,  preacher  in  charge  at  the  time  the  building  was  conimericed,  lor 
the  good  judgment  and  taste  with  which  it  was  located  and  planned,  and  tor  the 
financial  ability  displayed  in  securing  the  funds  for  its  erection. 

The  church  now  numbers  about  260  members,  has  a  well  organized  Suuday 
school,  comprising  35  officers  and  teachers  and  over  200  scholars,  and  al'hough 
still  unburdened  with  wealth  has  reason  to  anticipate  an  increasingly  prosperous 
future.  It  is  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  J.  H.  Perry,  D.  D,,  one  of  the  ablest 
ministers  of  the  Xew  York  East  Conference. 

Names  of  Preachkrs  since  1833. 


1833,     Rev.  Davis  Stocking, 

1834, 

W.  S.  Smith, 

1835, 

Sanford  Washburn, 

1830, 

II.  D.  Gos.^ling, 

1837, 

Wm.  McKendree  Bangs 

1838, 

Lorin  Clark, 

1839-40,  " 

Chas.  Chittenden, 

1841-42,  " 

Wm.  C.  Iloyt, 

1843, 

Aaron  S.  Hill, 

1844, 

Wm.  Gay, 

1845, 

Moses  Blydenburgh, 

1846, 

Ebenezer  0.  Beers  and 

Elias  Gilbert,  circuit 

preachers,  (once  a  month,)  an<l  Rev. 
Joseph  Smith  and  Rev.  Larmon  W. 
Abbott,  local  preachers,  (the  balance 
of  the  time.) 

1847,  Same  as  1846,  exceplint'-  Kev.  F. 
W.  Sizer,  in  place  of  Rev'.  £.  0. 
Beers, 

1848,  Rev.  Seneca  Rowland, 
1849-50,  "    Ira  Abbott, 
1851-2,    "    Nathaniel  Mead, 
1853-51,  "    Benj.  Pilsbury, 
185.5-6,         Thomas  G.  Osborn, 
1857,       "    James  II.  Perry,  D.  D. 
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CATHOLIC  CHrRCH  OF  WATERBURY. 

Previous  to  1835,  there  were  but  few  Catholics  iu  "Waterburv,  who  were  risited 
occasionally  from  Xew  Haven  by  Rev.  James  McDermod,  Catholic  pastor  in  that 
city.  In  1837,  Rev.  James  Smith,  also  of  Xew  Haven,  succeeded  Father  McDer- 
mod in  the  visitation  of  the  district.  The  latter  continued  to  superintend  the 
affairs  of  the  Catholics  till  the  year  18-40,  when  he  was  replaced  by  Rev.  Charles 
O'Reilly,  who,  however,  remained  but  three  months.  As  yet  there  had  been  no 
Catholic  clergyman  permanently  located  in  "Waterbury.  The  congregation  was 
too  small  to  support  a  regular  pastor,  but  having  increased  in  IS-lT  to  about  one 
hundred,  the  Rev,  Michael  O'Xoill  was  permanently  settled  there  by  Dr.  Tyler,  the 
bishop  of  the  diocese. 

The  services  of  the  Catholic  church  were  celebrated  for  the  first  time  in  Water- 
bury  in  a  small  house  in  the  east  part  of  the  city,  owned  and  occupied  by  Mr. 
Michael  Xevil,  who  was  the  first  Catholic  who  settled  in  the  city.  This  was  in 
1835.  In  this  small  house,  service  was  held  for  eight  years,  when  it  being  neces- 
sary to  obtain  a  larger  apartment,  the  school-house  in  the  Gaylord  Plain  district 
was  kindly  and  gratuitously  offered  by  the  then  committee.  Here  the  Catholics 
continued  to  worship  for  more  than  a  year,  when,  becoming  too  numerous  to  be 
accommodated  there,  they  rented  "Washington  Hall"  for  the  purpose  of  divine 
service.  In  1847,  they  pureluu«ed  the  old  Episcopal  church.  From  this  date  to 
the  present  time,  they  have  continued  to  increase  in  numbers,  being  at  present  a 
congregation  of  nearly  four  thousand,  including  children. 

A  beautiful  church  is  now  in  course  of  erection  for  the  use  of  tlie  Catholics. 
The  style  is  the  early  Christian  Gothic  architecture  of  the  twelfth  century.  It  is 
of  brick,  and  will  be  richly  ornamented  in  the  interior.     The  probable  cost  is 

$3o,oo(:i. 

The  present  and  second  pastor  of  Waterbury-  is  the  Rev.  T.  F.  Hendricken.  It 
is  strange  that  all  those  who  visited  Waterbury  for  missionary  purposes  are  still 
living. 

The  rapid  increase  of  the  Catholics  of  Waterbury  is  attributed  by  the  Catholics 
themselves,  as  much  to  the  known  kindness  and  urbanity  of  the  native  citizens 
towards  the  stranger,  as  to  the  extensive  manufacturing  establishments  which 
require  their  labor, 

THE  SECOND  COXGREGATIOXAL  CHrRCH. 

It  was  organized  in  April,  1852,  with  fifty  members.  Its  organization  at  that 
time  resulted  from  the  conviction,  vvhich  for  two  years  had  been  entertained  by 
the  members  of  the  First  Congregational  church,  that  the  rapidly  increasing  pop- 
ulation of  the  place  demanded  for  that  portion  of  it  which  might  be  of  Congrega- 
tional sentiments  more  extensive  accommodations  for  public  worship  than  were 
aflbrded  by  the  house  of  .vorship  of  the  First  society. 

In  April,  1855,  a  new  and  conmiodious  house  of  worship,  built  by  the  Second 
society,  was  consecrated  to  the  name  and  service  of  God.  Said  house  affords 
sittings  for  one  thousand  persons. 

The  number  of  names  enrolled  on  the  catalogue  of  the  church  in  April,  1857, 
was  one  hundred  and  seventy,  to  seven  of  which  had  been  appended  the  sad 
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mark  which  indicates  decease,  and  to  twenty-six  that  which  indicates  removal  to 
other  churches.  The  Rev.  S.  W.  Magill  was  installed  pastor  of  the  chiirch  in 
May,  1852,  and  still  occupies  the  pastoral  office. 


MAXUFACTURrXG  IX  WATERBURY. 

The  manufacturing  business  of  Waterbury  was,  it  may  perhaps  be  said,  com- 
menced by  Lieut.  Ard  Welton.  He  made  guns,  using  hand  power  alone,  on 
Bucks  Hill,  during  the  Revolutionary  war  or  soon  after,  and  furnished  some,  it  is 
stated,  for  the  government.  A  few  brass  muskets  were  manufactured  bv  him,  but 
perhaps  only  as  curiosities.  At  length,  he  removed  his  works  to  the  place  on 
Mad  River,  recently  occupied  by  Sherman  Bronson. 

About  1790,  James  Harrison,  a  brother  of  Capt.  Lemuel  Harrison,  boiran  to 
make  wooden  clocks,  by  hand,  in  the  lower  room  of  the  academy  oi  school 
house*  on  the  green.  He  also  made  shoe  heels,  reels,  flyers  and  spools  for  spin- 
ning wheels,  window  sashes  and  chests  of  drawers,  and  carried  on  the  j<<iRery 
I  business  generally.  David  Hoadley  and  Lemuel  Porter  were  in  his  employment. 
The  first  clock  which  I  find  charged  on  his  books  is  one  to  3Iajor  Morri-.  Jan.  1, 
1791,  at  £3  I'is.    The  second  is  one  charged  to  Rev.  Mark  Leavenworth,  Feb.  2, 


*  The  academy  referred  to  stood  upon  the  south  margin  of  the  present  enclosed  green,  in 
front  of  Capt.  Harrison's.  It  i.ras  erected  to  meet  a  want  then  felt  of  accommodations  for  a 
higher  grade  of  schools.  In  the  winter  of  1784-5,  Joseph  Badger  opened  a  school  for  you  r.>'^ 
ladies.  Till  then,  no  other  than  the  common  district  schools  had  been  taught  in  the  tr.M-n.  It 
flourished  for  a  time,  but  did  not  survive  long.  It  served,  however,  to  awaken  an  interest  in 
favor  of  education.  An  attempt  was  made  to  pu*  up  a  building  for  an  academy,  by  subscription. 
The  frame  was  raised  and  the  outside  covered,  but  here  the  means  provided  were  exhausted. 
When  the  enterprise  was  about  to  be  abandoned,  Stephen  Bronson,  Benjamin  Upson,  Lr.  Isaac 
Baldwin  and  John  Curtis  proposed  to  finish  the  house  on  condition  they  should  have  the  control 
of  it  till  the  monej-  they  shoidd  advance  was  refunded.  Thus  the  building  was  got  in  readiness 
for  occupation  in  tlie  fall  of  17S5  Two  schools  were  then  opened,  one  for  each  sex.  That  for 
girls  was  under  the  care  of  >Ir.  Badger  above  mentioned.  David  Hale,  a  brother  of  Capt.  Nathan 
Hale  of  Revolutionary  memory,  had  charge  of  the  boys  in  the  second  story,  Jeremiali  Day, 
late  president  of  Yale  College,  and  Bennet  Bronson  were  among  his  pupils.  The  schools  were  for 
a  time  very  prosperous,  the  scholars  the  first  winter  numbering  about  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

After  a  time  the  schooLs  ran  down,  and  the  academy,  a  two  story  wood  building,  st  vnding  in 
the  midst  of  what  appeared  to  be  a  flag  swamp,  with  a  "gambrel  roof"  and  a  bell  (the  first  in 
the  town)  on  the  summit,  was  removed.  It  was  removed  (before  the  new  meeting  house  was 
built)  to  make  way  for  military  parades,  and  placed  on  the  line  of  the  road  just  west  of  Wil- 
liam  R.  Hitchcock's.  Here  the  upper  room  was  used  for  schools  and  the  lower  for  religious  and 
town  meetings.  Afterwards,  the  building  was  cut  down  one  story,  and  the  bell  hung  in; Me  un- 
der the  roof.  Two  rooms  were  made  on  the  ground  floor  separated  by  a  swing  partition.  In 
the  west  room,  a  private  school  was  occasionally  kept;  in  the  east,  a  district  school.  Here, 
more  than  forty  years  ago,  the  town  juveniles  learned  their  A  B  Cs.  Here,  as  in  other  places, 
the  ferule,  the  birch  rod,  the  dunce  block  and  the  closet  were  the  penalties  for  cutting  the 
benches,  makin:r  up  wry  faces  and  putting  crooked  pins  in  the  master's  chair. 

Twenty  years  a'.'o,  the  school  house  was  removed  back  into  the  middle  of  the  lot  and  fitted  up 
for  dwellings,  where  it  now  stands.  The  bell  was  removed  to  the  new  stone  academy  which  was 
erected  about  on  the  ground  next  east  of  Capt.  Harrison's  hoa^e.  It  now  hangs  high  in 
the  belfry  of  the  "high  schooi  "  building,  where,  once  more,  at  stated  intervals,  it  gives  out  its 
unwelcome  warning  to  reluctant  boys  and  giddy  girls. 
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1T9I,  at  £1.  Capt.  Samuel  Judd  st-.md-^  debtor  for  the  third,  Fob.  19,  1791,  £4. 
The  lust,  a  tavevner,  is  credited  with  one  gin  sUng,  Td.,  and  one  load  o'l  wood, 
2s.  6d. 

A  little  after  1800,  Harrison  commenced  work  in  a  little  shop  on  the  south  side 
of  North  ilaiu  street,  ou  the  Little  Brook.  He  constructed  a  water  wheel,  bring- 
ing the  Water  to  it  in  logs  laid  across  the  road.  This  is  said  to  have  been  the 
first  water  wheel  for  driving  manufacturing  machinery  erected  in  Waterbury. 
(See  Waterbury  American.)  It  turnished  the  power  for  making  the  pinioJis  and 
wheel  teeth  and  other  parts  of  the  clock.  The  lease  of  tlie  land  (about  ;-b>  rods) 
on  which  the  sliop,  water  wheel  and  logs  already  existed,  bears  the  date  of  April 
15,  lsa2.    It  was  given  by  Stephen  Bronson,  and  expired  in  seven  years. 

After  a  few  years,  the  business  passed  into  new  hands,  and  was  transferred  to  the 
site  of  the  lower  grist  mill,  oa  Mad  River,  where  a  better  and  more  uniform  supply 
of  water  could  be  had.  Subsequently,  Harrison  removed  to  New  York,  where  he  died 
in  reduced  circumstances  In  its  new  location,  the  clock  business  was  carried  on, 
somewhat  extensively,  l)y  Col.  William  Leavenworth.  After  the  war  of  ISTi, 
however,  he  became  eiubarrassed  and  tied  the  State.  He  subsequently  livt-d  in 
Albany,  and  died  in  Xovember,  IS^JS.  His  facrory  and  the  water  privilege,  after 
a  long  iuterv.il,  were  purchased,  in  18o0,  by  the  Beecher  Manufacturing  Co.,  and 
converted  iiito  a  broadcloth  mill.  This  coinpaay  failed,  and  the  property  is  now 
owned  by  the  American  Suspender  Co. 

About  lSh»,  the  late  Mark  Leavenworth,  in  company  with  Wm.  K.  Lamson 
and  Anson  Sperry,  1st,  commenced  the  manufacture  of  wooden  clocks  near  the 
beginning  of  the  Bucks  Hill  road,  where  he  afterwards  had  his  boarding 
house.  Subsequently,  Mr.  L.  occupied  a  shop  upon  the  brook  farther  to  the  east, 
and  extended  his  business. 

Except  some  silver  buttons  that  were  made  by  Joseph  Hopkins  at  an  early 
date,  (see  p.  411,)  the  first  metal  burtons  manufactured  in  Waterbury  are  under- 
stood to  have  been  maiie  before  18!>o,  of  Ijlock  tin  or  pewter,  by  Henry,  S.imuel 
and  Silas  Grilley,  brother-^,  on  Bunker  Hill.  The  buttons  were  cast  in  nsouids, 
the  eyes  being  at  first  of  the  same  material;  but  soon  aa  improvement  was  intro- 
duced and  wire  eyes  were  employed. 

The  manufacture  of  gilt  buttons  (which  laid  the  foundation  of  the  brass  and  cop- 
per bu-iness)  was  begun  in  1302  by  Abel  Porter,  Daniel  Clark,  Silas  Grilley  and  Levi 
Porter,  under  the  partnership  name  of  Abel  Porter  &  Co.  (The  manufacturing  had 
been  previously  carried  on,  to  a  limited  extent  and  w  ith  only  partial  success,  in 
Attleborough,  Mass.)  Tlie  company  commenced  operations  in  a  build. lig  still 
standing  on  the  east  side  of  South  iLiin,  near  the  junction  of  Meadow  street.  It  took 
about  eighteen  months  to  get  the  business  started.  Levi  Porter  soon  sold  out  his 
interest  to  tlie  other  partners.  They  employed  eight  or  nine  hands,  all  Yankees, 
and  made  buttons  of  various  forms,  convex,  concave,  and  oval,  the  fice  only 
being  gilded.  Gcjld  was  employed  liberally,  sometimes  s;^  worth  being  applied  to 
a  gross,  for  which  they  obtained  as  much  as  ten  or  twelve  dollars.  Their  brass 
ingots  they  carried  into  the  west  part  of  Litchfield,  to  a  place  called  Bradley  ville, 
where  it  was  rolled  in  an  iron  mill.  The  metal  wa>;  brought  back  in  strips  in  a 
very  rough  state,  and  passed  between  steel  rolls  two  inches  in  diameter  moved  by 
liorse  power.  Thus  it  was  smoothed  and  finished.  All  the  other  work  was  doac 
by  hand.    The  business  proved  profitable. 


1 

I 


'i 


APPENDIX. 


561 


In  Sept.  1808,  David  Ilaydeii  became  a  partuer,  and  the  company  bought  the  old 
mill  place  and  began  to  use  water  power.  In  August,  18m9,  Silas  Grilley  sold  out 
to  his  partners.  Two  years  later,  the  latter  sold  out  to  Leavenworth,  Haydeo  & 
Scovill,  as  mentioned  in  the  biographical  notice  of  Mr.  Scovill,  p.  429. 

For  the  origin  of  the  brass  business,  see  the  notice  of  Dea.  Benedict,  p.  4-i8. 

I  add  below  some  statistical  matters  relating  to  the  manufacturing  interests  of 
Waterbury.  Most  of  the  companies  mentioned  are  joint  stock  companies.  The 
list  is  not  supposed  to  be  entirely  complete,  but  it  will  give  some  notion  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  manufacturing  business  of  Waterbury. 

Benedict  k  Bcrnham  Manufacturing  Company;  manufacturers  of  brass  in 
sheets,  brass  and  copper  wire,  brass  tubing,  German  silver,  <fcc. ;  successors  of 
others  who  commenced  making  brass  in  18"i6,  wire  about  1831,  and  German  silver 
in  1834.  The  present  company  was  organized  in  1843.  Present  capital, 
$400,000.* 

Waterbury  Brass  Company;  manufacturers  of  brass  in  sheets,  brass  and  cop- 
per wire,  brass  kettles,  German  silver,  (ke.  The  company  was  organized  in  April, 
1845,  and  has  a  present  capital  of  s?t  >0,0(")0. 

Scovill  ^^Ianufacturing  Company;  manufacturers  of  rolled  and  shee^  brass, 
German  silver,  plated  metal,  brass  butts,  hinges,  daguerreotype  plates,  case*,  mat- 
tings, preservers,  kc,  and  gilt  buttons.    Present  capital,  §300,000. f 

Brown  k  Brothers;  organized  under  the  joint  stock  law  in  1853;  manu- 
facturers of  sheet  brass  and  German  silver,  brass,  copper  and  German  silver  wire 
and  tubing,  brass  kettles,  coppeV  rivets  and  burrs.    Capital,  A200,000. 

Holmes,  Booth  &  Haydens.  The  company  manufactures  brass,  German  silver, 
plated  metal,  daguerreotype  plates,  mattings  and  preservers,  copper  and  German 
silver  wire,  &c.,  and  was  organized  Feb.  1853.     It  has  a  capital  of  $33'  »,0OO. 

The  five  brass  and  copper  companies  named  in  the  preceding  list,  each  owning, 
a  first  class  mill,  (the  "Waterbury  Brass  Company  owns  two  mills,')  have  a  capital 
of  81,530,000;  employ  on  an  average  775  hands;  pay  in  wages  ;S27 5,000  per 
annum;  consume  3,6<m)  tons  of  coal  per  annum,  and  produce  about  $2,550,000 
worth  of  manufactured  goods  per  annum. 

American  Pin  Company  ;  manufacturers  of  pins  and  hooks  and  eyes;  was  organ- 
ized in  1846.  Present  capital,  sl0<),0o0.  The  making  of  hooks  and  eyes  was 
commenced  in  Waterbury  in  April,  1836,  by  Brown  &  Elton. 

Mattatuck  Manufacturing  Company.  It  was  organized  in  1847.  The  compa- 
ny made  cloth  buttons  till  1852.  It  then  began  the  manufacture  of  lamp  tubes, 
and  afterwards  of  silver  and  German  silver  thimbles,  brass  ferules,  umbrella  and 
parasol  furniture,  &c.    It  employs  -810,000  capital. 

Waterbury  Hook  and  Eye  Company  ;  manufacturers  of  hooks  and  eyes,  gilt 
brass  cornices  and  curtain  bands,  brass  curtain  fixtures,  copper  rivets,  brass  nails  and 
other  small  brass  wares.  The  company  was  organized  in  1819,  and  has  a  capital 
of  §55,000.  At  present  it  is  doubtful  whether  curtain  cornices  can  be  made  with 
a  profit  in  this  country,  no  attempt  hitherto  made  having  succeeded.    There  is 


*  For  a  more  particular  account  of  the  origin  and  history  of  the  business  of  this  corapafiy,  gee 
the  biographical  notice  of  Aaron  Benedict,  page  -!4S. 

t  For  a  naore  particular  account  of  the  orii:in  and  history  of  the  business  of  Ihia  company,  see 
the  biographical  sketch  of  J.  M.  L.  Scovill,  page  429. 
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reasonable  ground  to  hope,  however,  that  the  "Waterbury  Ilook  and  Eye  Conjpany 
will  be  successful. 

Waterbury  Button  Company;  manufocturers  of  metal  buttons.  It  was  organ- 
ized in  1849,  but  the  business  was  commenced  in  IS'li,  by  A.  Benedict  and  others. 
It  employs  $45,000  capital. 

Lane  Manufacturing  Company  ;  was  organized  in  January,  1850,  and  makes 
buttons.    Capital,  -S20,ori0, 

Waterbury  Knitting  Company;  manufacturers  of  shirts,  drawers,  and  half 
hose;  was  organized  in  1850.  It  commenced  with  a  capital  of  $100,000,  but  now 
employs  $-200,000. 

Waterbury  Jetvelry  Company;  manufiicturers  of  buttons,  plated  ware,  forks, 
spoons,  butter  knives,  ^:c. ;  also,  belt  cla.<ps  and  other  brass  goods  ;  was  organized 
in  1851.    Present  capital,  s.'^o^oOO. 

Blake  Johnson  ;  manufacturers  of  hardened  steel  roils,  machinery  to  order, 
hair  pins,  rivets,  &c. ;  was  organized  Feb.  1852.    Present  capital,  $16,0()0. 

Oakville  Company  ;  was  organized  in  1852,  and  manufactures  solid  headed 
pins.    Its  present  capital  is  $75.<  h)0, 

William  R.  Hitchcock;  k  Company.  The  company  was  organized  in  1852,  and 
manufactures  covered  buttons  and  hooks  and  eyes.  The  business  (that  of  making 
covered  buttons)  was  connnenced  in  1837,  by  Wm.  R.  Hitchcock,  J.  M.  L.  ScoviU  and 
W.  H.  Scovill,  under  the  name  of  W.  R.  Hitchcock  &  Co.  The  present  capital  is 
135,000. 

American  Ring  Company.  The  company  was  organized  in  1852  ;  manufiictures 
hollow  rings  from  brass  and  tin,  saddle,  harness  and  carriage  hardware,  and  buttons 
of  all  kinds;  has  a  capital  of  $16,000. 

E.  Robinson  k  Son.  The  company  was  organized  in  1852;  makes  cloth  but- 
tons and  has  a  capital  of  $4,000. 

Waterbury  Blcxle  Company;  organized  1853;  manufactures  buckles,  belt 
clasps,  steel  ornaments,  &:c.    Present  capital,  $29,000. 

.  Waterbury  Gas  Light  Company;  organized  in  1854;  furnishes  gas  from  coal. 
Capital,  $lin>,ij(iri ;  tons  of  coal  consumed  per  annum,  about  5i"^<X 

F.  M.  Perkins  k  Company;  organized  in  1854;  manufacturers  of  ivory  and 
steel  carriage  trimmings,  and  tine  pearl  coat  and  vest  buttons.  Present  capital, 
$20,000. 

Charles  W.  Johnson.  The  company  was  organized  in  1855,  and  produces 
machinery  of  all  kinds.    Present  capital,  $3,0(>i), 

H.  A.  Matthews;  bought  out  the  Hope  Manufacturing  Company  in  1.^56,  and 
manufactures  carriage  and  harness  trimmings. 

American  Suspender  Company;  present  organization  in  Jan.  1857;  manu- 
facturers of  suspenders.  Tiie  business  was  commenced  by  the  Ilotchkiss  »i:  Merri- 
man  Manufacturing  Company,  in  1843.    Present  capital,  $18ti,000. 

Farrel  Foundry  and  Machine  Company  ;  manufacturers  of  iron  and  brass  cast- 
ing.^, machinery,  heavy  mill  gearing,  shafts,  kc.  The  company  was  organized  in 
1857,  and  has  a  capital  of  $40,(i0o.  The  business  was  commenced  by  "  The 
Foundry  Company,"  in  1851, 

Waterbury  Clock  Company  ;  manufacturers  of  clocks  and  time  pieces  ;  organ- 
ized hi  1857  ;  cap.tal,  $tj(),(H)0. 

American  Flask  and  Cap  Company  ;  manufacturers  of  powder  flasks,  shot  belts, 
.'<hot  pouches,  gun  wads,  percus>ion  caps,  dram  tlasks,  measuring  tapes,  kc.  The 
company  was  organized  in  April,  1857,  and  has  a  capital  of  $125,000. 
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Union'  Knitting  Company;  manufacturers  of  woolen  wrappers,  drawers,  &c., 
having  a  capital  of  ^oOjOno. 

City  ManufactcPwIng  Company  ;  manufacturers  of  patent  lamp  tops,  lamp  tubes, 
&c.,  having  a  capital  of  810,000. 

Hayden  Manufacturing  Company;  metal  button  makers,  &e.,  having  a  capital 
of  $8,000. 

D.  B.  HuRD.  He  manufactures  button  eyes,  button  backs,  window  blinds,  sta- 
ples, &c.,  and  employs  a  capital  of  810,000. 

B.  H.  MoRSF..  He  manufactures  pocket  cutlery,  and  employs  a  capital  of 
$50,000. 

L.  Pritchard.    He  makes  buttons,  and  employs  a  capital  of  $10,000. 

All  the  companies  and  business  firms  above  named,  have  an  aggregate  capital 
of  about  $2,908,000;  employ  on  an  average  about  2,730  hands  ;  pay  in  wages,  per 
annum,  about  8760,000  ;  consume  annually  about  7,600  tons  of  hard  coal,  and 
manufacture  goods  to  the  amount  of  about  84r,3oO,000  per  year. 


Waterbury  belonged  to  Hartford  County  till  May,  1728,  when  it  was  annexed 
to  Xew  Haven  County, 

Till  Oct.  1719,  the  probate  business  of  Waterbury  was  done  in  the  County 
Court  of  Hartford.  At  that  time,  the  Woodljury  District  was  formed  and  Water- 
bury  annexed  to  it.  In  May,  1779,  Waterbury  was  made  into  a  distinct  district. 
The  district  now  comprehends  ^yaterbury,  Wolcott,  Middlebury  and  Xaugatuck. 
Plymouth  was  made  a  new  district  in  1833.  and  Watertown  in  1834.  Prospect  at 
present  belongs  to  the  Cheshire  district,  and  Oxford  is  a  district  by  itself. 

Judges  of  Progate  of  th^  Dhtrict  of  Waterbury^  and  the  dates  of  thdr 
Appointine7it. 

1779,    Joseph  Hopkins.  1843,    Alfred  Blackman. 

18<jl,    John  Kingsbury.  1844,    Xorton  J.  Buel. 

1830,    Joel  Hinraan.  1846,    Willard  Spencer. 

1840,    Xorton  J.  Buel.  1847,    Xorton  J.  Buel. 

1842,    John  Peck. 
Since  1849,  the  Probate  judges  have  been  chosen  by  the  people. 

Recorders  or  Town  Clerks  of  Waterburu^  u-'dh  the  dates  of  their  App'.'.jitment. 


1696, 
/  1709, 
171--:, 
.  1713, 
1717, 
1721, 
1755, 
1764, 
1782, 
1784, 


John  Stanley. 
Thomas  Judd,  Jr. 
Dea.  Thomas  Judd. 


William  Judd. 
John  Southmayd. 


Thomas  Clark. 
Ezra  Bronson. 


Michael  Bronson. 
Asahel  Clark. 


John  Hopkins. 
John  Judd. 


1787, 
1793, 
1804, 
1SU6, 
1812, 
1817, 
1831, 
1837, 
1839, 
1840, 
1841, 


WiUiam  Leavenworth. 
John  Kingsbury. 
Abner  .Xohnson. 
Ashley  Scott. 
John  Kingsbury. 
Ashley  Scott. 
Elisha  S.  Abernethy. 
Willard  Spencer, 
Charles  Scott. 
Xorton  J.  Buel. 
Solomon  B.  Minor. 


'■  f 
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Waterbury  Lists. 


Year. 

Persons. 

Estate. 

Year. 

Estate. 

1690, 

37, 

£1,893. 

1739, 

£  8,830,  lis. 

1691, 

43, 

1,859. 

1740, 

9,446,  9, 

1692, 

43, 

1,640. 

1741, 

9,491,  5. 

1693, 

46, 

1,630. 

1742, 

10,174,  3. 

1694, 

43, 

1,554. 

1743, 

10,693,    0,  6d. 

1695, 

~~> 



1744, 

Il,2tt9,    6,  9. 

1696, 

40, 

1,562. 

1745, 

12,492,  7. 

1697, 

42, 

1,640. 

1746, 

13,380. 

1698, 

49, 

1,742, 

1747, 

13,790,  18. 

1699, 

47, 

1,7  0(}. 

1748, 

15,277,    1,  6. 

1700, 

48,  ' 

1,871. 

1749, 

15,674,    2,  5. 

1701, 

50, 

1,994. 

1750, 

16,910,    3,  3. 

1702, 

52, 

2,050. 

1751, 

17,762,  !•),  6. 

1703, 

57, 

2,145. 

1752, 

18.632,  14,  10. 

1704, 

52, 

2,261. 

1753, 

17,635,  18,  7. 

1705, 

52, 

2,047. 

1754, 

20,953,  15,  3. 

1706, 

55, 

2,165,  lOs. 

1755, 

20,862,  13,  3. 

1707, 

49, 

1,958. 

1756, 

21,837,  17,  6. 

1708, 

50, 

2,108, 

1757, 

23,145,  13,  8. 

1700, 

43, 

2, 1 19. 

1758, 

23,204,    0,  6. 

1710, 

2,159. 

1759, 

24,395,    8,  5, 

1711, 

2,218. 

1760, 

23,853,  11,  6. 

1712, 

2,415. 

1761, 

25,208,  18. 

1713, 

2,154. 

1762, 

26,107,  19,  5. 

1714, 

2,o70,  lis. 

1763, 

25,304,  10,  4. 

1715, 

2,115,  16. 

1764, 

25,939,  10,  9. 

1716, 

2,289,  8. 

1765, 

28,101,    4,  8. 

1717, 

2,414,  10. 

1766, 

27,959,  17,  3. 

1718, 

2,599,  11. 

1767, 

30,660,  17,  9. 

1719, 

2,646, 

1768, 

32,291,  14,  b. 

1720, 

2,757,  5. 

1769, 

33,386,    8,  4. 

1721, 

2,762,  11. 

1770, 

35,364.  19.  10. 

1722, 

3,077,  15. 

1771, 

S5,8o6,    2,  5, 

1723, 

3,427,  11. 

1772, 

35,110,    5,  1. 

1724, 

3,573,  11. 

1773, 

36,146,    7,  5. 

1725, 

3,812,  6. 

1774, 

39,826,  18. 

1726, 

4,u02,   7,  8d. 

1775, 

41,243,    2,  9. 

17'>7 

4  234  11  6. 

1776 
I  1  to, 

37  756     3  6. 

1728, 

4,'534,'  is! 

iin, 

40',455!    o]  3. 

1729, 

4,879,  15. 

1778, 

1730, 

5,024,  15. 

1779, 

38,504,  18,  9. 

1731, 

6,392,  15. 

1780, 

42,499,    6,  6. 

1732, 

6,742. 

1781, 

1733, 

7,146,  19. 

1782, 

19,784,  12,  8i. 

1734, 

7,951,  8. 

1783, 

20,534,  6. 

1735, 

1784, 

19,230. 

1736, 

8,<.92. 

1786, 

17,015,  5. 

1737, 

8,377,  13. 

1788, 

16,795,  14,  10. 

1738, 

8,405,  2. 
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A  List  of  the  Polls  and  Ratable  Estate  of  Waterhury  hi  1737. 


(The  polls  of  persons  over  70  years  of  age  were  not  taxable  after  May,  1721.) 


i-Tiaeon  Allyn, 

£74, 

12s.: 

Isaac  Hopkins, 

£49,  12s. 

John  Andruss, 

85. 

Stephen  Hopkins,  Jr., 

c  o 
o  J. 

Nathaniel  Arnold, 

85, 

o 
- 

Daniel  How, 

3i»,  6. 

Nathaniel  Arnold,  Jr., 

46. 

James  xiuii, 

44. 

William  Andruss, 

Samuel  Ilickox, 

bo,  IP. 

John  Alcock, 

45, 

4. 

Timothy  Hopkins, 
W  id.  Mary  Hickox, 

lul. 

101,    a . 

haniuel  iJornes, 

66, 

2 

Gideon  Hickox, 

Ebenezer  Bronson, 

89,  17. 

A\  illiam  HicKOx, 

y  i ,  1 o. 

Joseph  Bronson, 

69, 

6. 

Ebenezer  Baldwin, 

34, 

iuoma*  tjuuu. 

D,  14. 

Thomas  Bronsou,  Jr., 

54. 

Thomas  J udd, 

40,  L\}. 

Lieut.  Thomas  Bronson, 

105, 

U. 

Ebenezer  .Judd, 

sj,^  ly. 

Moses  Bronson, 

68. 

John  Judd, 

John  Bronson,  Jr., 

105. 

Silas  Johnson, 

o   ,  1  - . 

James  Brown, 

127. 

Robert  Johnson, 

d'''  R 

■ifj,  0. 

James  Baldwin, 

65, 

6. 

John  Johnson, 

9. 

Ihomas  Blakeslee, 

63,  16. 

Vv  ilUam  Juau, 

103,  4. 

Lieut.  John  Bronson, 

161. 

Joseph  Judd, 

uo,  4. 

John  Barnes, 

65, 

2. 

Samuel  Judd, 

Thomas  Barnes, 

6i\ 

8. 

James  iiiakesiee. 

63, 

18. 

otepnen  Jvelsey, 

40,  14. 

Ephraim  Bissell, 

26,  10. 

Jonathan  Kelsey, 

oU. 

Jonathan  Baldwin, 

59, 

9. 

Josiah  Bronson, 

34, 

18. 

lioseDu  JLewis, 

106. 

Isaac  Bronson, 

'^^  t 

4. 

Samuel  Lewis, 

41. 

Isaac  Bronson,  Jr., 

50, 

8. 

John  Lewis_, 

42,  4. 

Samuel  Bronson, 

47, 

12. 

Nathan  Beard, 

64. 

Amos  Alattnews, 

Thomas  Matthews, 

4H,  J. 

Isaac  Castle, 

41. 

Nathaniel  ^Merrel, 

o  V 

Daniel  Curtiss, 

33. 

Benjamiji  ^lore, 

Z 1. . 

Henry  Cook, 

66. 

George  Nichols, 

(  i,  iu. 

i  t3omas  Llark, 

116. 

Laleo  Llark, 

10. 

rvathan  1  nnule. 

1  8 

lo. 

Samuel  Camp, 

93, 

2. 

Thomas  Porter, 

04. 

Nathan  Coxwell, 

21. 

Ebenezer  Porter, 

4  1 . 

Daniel  Porter, 

Ebenezer  Elwell, 

74. 

.1  f  ■. n  n   r  11  ri  ilorcr^Ti 

3  12. 

A-'    1 X 

"^y  14. 

J  onatlian  1  oot, 

62. 

30  6 

Barnabas  Ford, 

57, 

10. 

ci'i,  -r. 

Thomas  Foot, 

94, 

Jeremiah  Peck, 

69,  4. 

Samuel  Frost, 

Jonathan  Prindle, 

95,  10 

Gershora  Fuiford, 

.5.3,' 

16. 

Phineas  Eoyce, 

31. 

Jonathan  Garnsey, 

78, 

12. 

Ebenezer  Richards, 

38,  10. 

John  Garnsey, 

52. 

Thomas  Richards,  . 

95,  12. 

Nathaniel  Gunn, 

117,  15. 

Ebenezer  Richason, 

92. 

John  Richason, 

43,  6. 

Siephen  Hopkins, 
Thomas  Hick  ox, 

181. 

Hezekiah  Rew, 

49,  10. 

14. 

Obadiah  Richards, 

63,  4. 

John  How, 

1 2. 

1    Mary  Richards, 

14. 

John  Humaston, 

39. 

Nathan  Hubbard, 

26, 

10. 

j    John  Scovill, 

SO,  6. 
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Jonathan  Scott, 
son  of  Edmund, 

Gershom  Scott, 

Eleazer  Scott, 

Samuel  Scott,  Sen., 

John  Sutlilf, 

John  Sutlitf,  Jr., 

Jonathan  Scott, 

Jonathan  Scort,  Jr, 

Daniel  Scott, 

Joseph  Smith, 

John  Smith, 

James  Smith, 

Edward  Scovill, 

John  Scott, 

Stephen  Scott, 

Obadiah  Scott, 

William  Scovill, 

David  Scott 

Samuel  Scott, 
son  of  George, 

William  Scott, 

Samuel  Thomas, 
Samuel  Towner, 
Josiah  Terrill, 
Caleb  Thomson, 
Stephen  Upson, 


£60, 

lbs.: 

John  Welton, 

John  Warner,  tailor, 

£  6. 

98, 

Is 

58, 

Dr.  John  Warner, 

03, 

•I 

59. 

Richard  Welton,  Jr., 

50, 

17. 

83, 

6.1 

Daniel  Williams, 

42, 

12. 

91, 

^-  1 

Eliakim  Welton, 

25, 

6. 

00 

18.  ; 

Richard  Welton, 

63. 

36, 

12.  ! 

Thomas  Welton, 

25. 

64. 

1 
1 

George  Welton, 

65. 

23,  12. 

Ebeuezer  Warner.  / 

4. 

22. 

1 

son  of  John,  ) 

26, 

97, 

4. 

Stephen  Welton,  Jr., 

32. 

29. 

James  Williams, 

22. 

10. 

Benjamin  Warner, 

56, 

18. 

23, 

18.  i 

Samuel  Warner,  [ 

38. 

son  of  Daniel,  ^ 

55, 

8. 

37, 

18.! 

Samuel  Warner, 

15, 

4. 

10.  I 

Ebeuezer  Warner,  3d, 

35. 

05, 

IS. 

Joseph  Weed, 

40. 

39. 

IS. 

1 

El)euezer  Welton, 
Ebenezer  Warner,  } 
son  of  Daniel,  \ 
Stephen  Welton,  Sen., 

26. 

39, 

12. 

i 

55, 

4. 

34, 
88. 

Abraham  Warner, 

41. 

1 

Jonas  Weed, 

35. 

66, 

Obadiah  Warner, 

47. 

4(», 

John  Weed, 

40, 

7. 

114. 

Ephraim  Warner, 

'i8, 

12. 

Population  of  Watkrburt. 


1688, 

about 

180. 

1790, 

2,937. 

1694, 

165.* 

IS  00, 

3,256. 

1713, 

ISO. 

1810, 

2,874. 

1727, 

350. 

1820, 

2,822. 

1734, 

450. 

1830, 

3,<;)70. 

1737/ 

900. 

lS4o, 

8,668. 

1749, 

1,500. 

1845, 

3,395. 

1756, 

1,829. 

i85t;». 

5,137. 

1774, 

3,536. 

1790, 
1800, 
1810, 


Population  of  Watertown,  (incorporated  1780.) 


3,170. 
1,615. 
1,714. 


1820, 
lS3o, 


1,439. 
1,500. 


1840, 
1850, 


1,442. 
\533. 


1800, 
1810, 


Population"  of  PLYiiouin,  (incorporated  1795.) 


1,791. 

1,882. 


1820, 
1830, 


1,758. 
2,064. 


1840, 
1850, 


2,205. 
2,568. 


Population  of  Wolcott,  (incorporated  1796.) 

1800,    ■  948.       I  1820,  943.       |  1840,  633. 

1810,  952.       I  1830,  844.       J  1850,  6o3. 


*  The  W.idsworth  manuscript  says  that  in  lOW,  "  VVaterbury  was  a  smaU  town,  though  very 
compact.  It  contained  twenty-five  fauii.ies."— [Barber'-s  Historical  CoUectiijns  of  Cunnecticut, 
p.  2Go.] 


APPENDIX. 


567 


1800, 
1810, 


1810, 
1820, 


1830, 


Population  of  Oxford,  (incorporated  1798.) 
1,400.        I  1820,  1,683.        I  184:0, 

1,453.        I  1830,  1,762.        |  1850, 

Population"  of  MinoLEBURY,  (incorporated  1807.) 
847.        I  1830,  816.        j  1850, 

838.        I  1840,  761.  | 

Population  of  Prospect,  (incorporated  1827.) 
851.  1840,  5-i8.  1850, 

Population  of  Xaugatuck,  (incorporated  1844.) 
1850,  1720. 


Commissioners  for  Waterbury, 


May. 

169t),  Ens.  Thomas  Judd. 

91,  Ens.  Thomas  Judd. 

92,  Ens.  Thomas  Judd. 

93,  Ens.  Thomas  Judd. 


1694,  Ens.  Thomas  Judd. 

95,  Ens.  Thomas  Judd. 

96,  Ens.  Thomas  Judd. 

97,  Mr.  Thomas  Judd. 


Justices  of  the  Peace. 


1701,  Lt.  Thomas  Judd. 

2,  Lt.  Thomas  Judd. 

3,  Lt.  Thomas  Judd. 

4,  [Ens.  Timothy  Stanley  '?] 

5,  Ens.  [or  Dea.]  Tiiomas  Judd. 

7,  Thomas  Judd,  Esq. 

8,  Mr.  Thomas  Judd. 

9,  Mr.  Thomas  Judd. 
10,  Dea.  Thomas  Judd. 

14,  Mr.  Thomas  Judd. 

15,  Mr.  Thomas  Judd. 

16,  Capt.  Thomas  Judd. 

17,  Capt.  Thomas  Judd. 

18,  Capt.  Thomas  Judd, 

19,  Capt.  Thomas  Judd. 

20,  Capt.  Thomas  Judd. 

21,  Capt.  Thomas  Judd. 

22,  Capt.  Thomas  Judd. 

23,  Capt.  Thomas  Judd. 

24,  Capt.  Thomas  Judd. 

25,  Capt.  Thomas  Judd, 
John  Hopkins. 

26,  Capt.  Thomas  Judd, 
Mr.  John  Hopkins. 

27,  Capt.  Thomas  Judd, 
Mr.  Joijn  Hopkins. 

28,  Capt.  Thomas  Judd, 
Mr.  John  Hopkins. 

29,  Capt.  Thomas  Judd, 
Mr.  John  Hopkins. 

30,  [Record  worn.] 

31,  Mr.  Thomas  Judd. 

32,  .Mr.  Tliomas  Judd. 

33,  Mr.  Thomas  Judd. 

34,  Capt.  Timothy  Hopkins. 

35,  Mr.  Timothy  Hopkins. . 

36,  Timothy  Hopkins, 
Thomas  Chirk. 

37,  Timothy  Hopkins, 


173 


39, 


40, 


42, 


43, 

45, 
46, 


Thomas  Clark. 
Timothv  Hopkins, 
Thomas  Clark. 
Timothv  Hopkins, 
Thomas  Clark. 
Timothy  Hopkins, 
Thomas  Clark, 
John  Southmayd. 
41,  Timothv  Hopkins, 
Thomas  Clark, 
John  Southmayd. 
Timothv  Hopkins, 
Thomas  Clark, 
Samuel  Hickox. 
Samuel  Hickox. 
Samuel  Hickox. 
Samuel  Hickox, 
Thomas  Clark, 

47,  John  Southmavd, 
Thomas  Clark,' 
Thomas  ilatthews. 

48,  John  Southmayd, 
Thomas  Clark, 
Thomas  Matthews. 

49,  John  Southmayd, 
Thomas  Clark, 
Thomas  Matthews. 
John  Southmayd, 
Thomas  Clark, 
Thomas  Matthews. 

John  Southmayd, 
Thomas  Clark, 
Thomas  Matthews. 
John  Southmavd, 
Thomas  Clark," 
Thomas  Matthews, 
Daniel  Southmavd. 
53,  John  Southmayd, 
Thomas  Clark, 


50, 


51, 


52, 


1,626. 
1,562. 


■63. 


674. 
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1753,  Thomas  Matthews, 
Daniel  Southmayd. 

54,  John  Southmayd, 
Thomas  Clark, 
Thomas  Matthews. 

55,  Thomas  Clark, 
John  Southmayd, 
Thomas  Matthews, 
Thomas  Bronson,  Jr. 

56,  Thomas  Clark, 
Thomas  Matthews, 
Thomas  Bron.-on. 

57,  Thomas  Matthews, 
Thomas  Clark, 
Thomas  Bronson,  Jr. 

68,  Thomas  Clark, 
Thomas  Bronson, 
Thomas  ilatthews. 

59,  Thomas  Clark, 
Thon.as  Matthews, 
Thomas  Bronson. 

60,  Thomas  Clark, 
Thomas  Matthews, 
AYilliam  Hoadlev. 

61,  Thomas  Clark,' 
Thomas  Matthews, 
John  Hopkins. 

62,  Thomas  Clark, 
Thomas  Matthews, 
Joseph  Hopkins, 
Caleb  Humaston. 

63,  Thomas  Clark, 
Thomas  Matthews, 
Joseph  Hopkins, 
Caleb  Humaston. 

64,  Thomas  Clark, 
Thomas  Matthews, 
Joseph  Hopkins, 
Caleb  Humaston. 

65,  Thomas  Matthews, 
Joseph  Hopkins, 
Caleb  Humaston, 
Timothy  Judd. 

06,  Thomas  Matthews, 
Joseph  Hopkins, 
Caleb  Humaston, 
Timothy  Ju(id. 

67,  Thomas  Matthews, 
Joseph  Hopkins, 
Caleb  Humaston, 
Timothy  Judd, 
Stephen  Upson. 

68,  Thomas  Matthews, 
Joseph  Hopkins, 
Caleb  Huniaston, 
Timothy  Jtidd, 
Stephen  Upson. 

69,  Thomas  Matthews, 
Joseph  Hopkins, 
Caleb  Humaston, 


1769,  Timothy  Judd. 

70,  Thomas  Matthews, 
Joseph  Hopkins, 
Caleb  Humaston, 
Timothy  Judd, 
Jonathan  Baldwin 

71,  Thomas  Matthews, 
Joseph  Hopkins, 
Timothy  Judd, 
Caleb  Huniaston, 
Jonathan  Baldwin, 
Samuel  Lewis. 

72,  Thomas  Matthews, 
Joseph  Hopkins, 
Timothy  Judd, 
Jonathan  Baldwin, 
Samuel  Lewis. 

73,  Thomas  Matthews, 
Joseph  Hopkins, 
Timothy  Judd. 
Jonathan  Baldwin, 
Samuel  Lev.is. 

74,  Thomas  Matthews, 
Joseph  Hopkins, 
Jonathan  Baldwin, 
Timothy  Judd, 
Samuel  Lewis. 

75,  Thomas  Matthews, 
Joseph  Hopkins, 
Jonathan  Baldwin, 
Timothy  Judd, 
Samuel  Lewis. 

76,   

77,  Thomas  Clark, 
Thomas  Matt  tie  ws, 
Timotliy  Judd. 
Jonathan  Baldwin, 
Samuel  Lewis. 

78,  Thomas  Clark, 
Thomas  Matthews, 
Timothy  tludd, 
Jonathan  Baldwin, 
Samuel  Lewis. 

79,  Thomas  Clark, 
Thomas  Matthews, 
Tiinothy  Judil, 
Jouiithan  Baldwin, 
Samuel  Lewis, 
Phineas  Royce. 

80,  Thomas  dark, 
Samuel  Lewis, 
Jonathan  Baldwin, 
Ezra  Bron-on. 

81,  Thomas  Clirk, 
Jonathan  Baldwin, 
Samuel  Lewis, 
Ezra  Bron-on. 

82,  Thomas  Clark, 
Samuel  Lewis, 
JoQathan  Baldwin, 
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1782  Ezra  Bronson. 

83,  Thomas  Clark, 
Jonathan  Baldwin, 
Samuel  Lewis, 
Ezra  Bronson, 

84,  Thomas  Chirk, 
Jonathan  Baldwin, 
Samuel  Lewis, 
Ezra  Bronson. 

85,  Thomas  Chirk, 
Jonathan  Baldwin, 


1785,  Samuel  Lewis, 
Ezra  Bronson. 

86,  Thomas  Clark, 
Jonathan  Baldwin, 
Samuel  Lewis, 
Ezra  Bronson. 

87,  Thomas  Clark, 
Samuel  Lewis, 
Ezra  Bronson, 
John  Welton. 


Deputies  to  the  General  Court. 


May  Session. 
1680,  Ens.  Thomas  Judd. 

90,  Lt.  John  Stanley, 

91,  Ens.  Thomas  Judd, 

92,  Ens.  Thomas  Judd, 

93,  Lieut.  John  Stanlev, 

94,  Ens.  Thomas  Judd". 

95,  Sergt.  Timothy  Stanlev. 

96,  Lieut.  Thonuis  Judd, 
Ens.  Timothy  Stanlev, 

97,  Lieut.  Thomas  Judd^ 
Sergt.  Isaac  Bronson, 

98,  Lieut.  Thomas  Judd, 

99,  Ens.  Timothy  Stanley, 
1700,  Lieut  Thomas  Judd, 

1,  Lieut.  Thomas  Judd, 
Dea.  Thomas  Ju«]d, 

2,  Lieut.  Thomas  Judd, 
Dea.  Judd, 

3,  Dea.  Thomas  Judd, 
Mr.  Benjamin  Barnes, 

4,  Mr.  John  Hopkins, 

5,  Ens.  Thomas  Judd, 
Mr.  Stephen  Upson, 

6,  Mr.  Thomas  Judd, 


8,  Mr.  Timotliy  Stanley, 
Mr.  Thomas  Judd, 

9,  Mr.  Timothv  Stanlev, 
Mr.  Thoma>-  Judd,  ' 

10,  Mr,  John  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Stephen-  Upson, 

11,  Mr.  Timothy  Stanley, 
Mr.  John  Hopkins, 

12,  Mr.  John  Hopkins, 

Mr.  Abrahajn  Andrews, 

13,  Mr.  Thomas  Judd, 
Mr.  John  Hopkins, 

14,  Mr.  John  Hopkins, 
Mr.  John  Seovill, 

15,  Mr.  Thomas  Judd, 
Mr.  John  Hopkins, 


October  Sfssion. 

Ens.  Thomas  Judd. 
Ens.  Thomas  Judd. 
Ens.  Thomas  Judd. 
Ens.  Thomas  Judd. 
Timothy  Stanley. 

Lieut.  Thomas  Judd, 
Dea.  Thomas  Judd. 
Lieut.  Thomas  Judd, 
Dea.  Thomas  Judd. 
Lieut.  Thomas  Judd. 
Mr.  Thomas  Judd. 
Lieut.  Thomas  Judd. 
Lieut.  Thomas  Judd, 
Sergt.  Lsaae  Bronson. 
Lieut.  Thomas  Judd, 
Dea.  Thomas  Judd. 
Ens.  [or  Dea.]  Thomas  Judd, 
Thomas  Judd. 
Mr.  Thomas  Judd, 
Mr.  Thomas  Judd,  Jr. 
Mr.  Thomas  Judd, 
Thomas  Judd. 
Mr.  Thomas  Judd,  Senr. 
Mr.  Thomas  Ju<ld,  Junr. 
Mr.  Thomas  Judd, 
Mr.  Thomas  Judd,  Junr. 
Mr.  Timothy  Stanley, 
Mr.  John  Hopkins. 
Mr.  Timothy  Stanley, 
Mr.  John  Hopkiiis. 
Mr.  John  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Thomas  Judd. 
Mr.  Timothy  Stanlev, 
Mr.  Thomas  Judd.  ' 
Mr.  Thomas  Judd, 
Mr.  Stephen  Upson. 
Mr.  John  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Joseph  LewLs. 
Mr.  Tiiomas  Judd, 
Mr.  Ephraim  Warner. 
'  Mr.  Thomas  Judd, 
Mr,  John  Hopkins. 
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May  Session. 
Capt.  Thomas  Judd, 
Lieut.  Jolm  Hopkins. 
Capt.  Thomas  Judd, 
Mr.  Epliraim  Warner, 
Capt.  Thomas  Judd, 
Mr.  John  Hopkins, 
Capt.  Thomas  Judd, 
Mr.  Ephraim  Warner, 
Capt.  Thomas  Judd, 
ilr.  Ephraim  Warner, 
3[r.  Jeremiah  Peek, 
Mr.  Joseph  Lewis, 
Mr.  Ephraim  Warner, 
Mr.  Riehard  Welton, 
Mr.  John  Richards, 
Mr.  Isaac  Bronson, 
Capt.  Thomas  JmhJ, 
Mr.  Thomas  Hick  ox, 
Capt.  Thomas  Judd, 
Mr.  John  Hopkins, 
Mr.  John  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Thomas  Hick  ox, 
Capt.  Thomas  Judd,' 

Capt.  William  Hickox, 
Mr.  Timothy  Hopkins, 
Mr.  ^Vil!iam  Judd, 
Mr.  Timothy  Hopkins, 
Mr.  WilUani  Judd, 
Capt.  WilUam  Hickox, 
Mr.  Joseph  Lewis, 
Capt.  William  Judd, 
Mr.  Stephen  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Joseph  Lewis, 
Mr.  Stephen  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Thomas  Judd, 
Mr.  Stephen  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Joseph  Lewis. 
Mr.  Stephen  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Joseph  Lewis, 
Mr.  Stephen  Hopkins, 
Mr.  William  Judd, 
Mr.  Stephen  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Joseph  Lewis, 
Mr.  Stephen  Hopkins, 

Capt.  William  Judd, 
Mr.  Timothy  Hopkin^, 
Mr.  John  Southmayd, 
Mr.  Stephen  Hopkins, 
Mr.  John  Southmayd, 
ilr.  Stephen  Hopkins, 
Mr.  John  Southmayd, 
Capt.  Samuel  Hickox, 
Mr.  John  Southmayd, 
Capt.  Samuel  Hickox, 
Mr.  John  Sout'nniayd, 
Capt.  Samuel  Hickox, 
Mr.  Thomas  Matthews, 
Mr.  John  Scovill, 


October  Session. 


Capt.  Thomas  Judd, 
Mr.  John  Hopkins. 
Capt.  Thomas  Judd, 
Mr.  Timothy  Stanley. 
Capt.  Thomas  Judd, 
Mr.  John  Hopkins. 
Mr.  Jeremiah  Peek, 
Mr.  Ephraim  Warner. 
Mr.  John  Hopkins, 
Mr.  William  Hickox. 
Mr.  Thomas  Hickox. 

Mr.  John  Bronson, 
Mr.  Thomas  Hickox. 
Mr.  Thomas  Hickox, 

Mr.  Joseph  Lewis, 
Mr.  Thomas  Hickox. 
Mr.  John  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Joseph  Lewis. 
Mr.  Timothy  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Thomas  Clark. 
Mr.  Thomas  Clark. 

Mr.  William  Judd, 
Mr.  Stephen  Upson. 
Mr.  William  Judd. 
Mr.  Timothy  Hopkins. 
Joseph  Lewis, 
Stephen  Hoy)kins. 
Mr.  Joseph  Lewis, 
Mr.  Stephen  Hopkins. 
Mr.  Stephen  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Isaac  Barnes. 
Mr.  Timothy  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Samuel  Brown. 
Mr.  Stephen  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Joseph  Lewis. 
Mr.  Stephen  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Thomas  Clark. 
Mr.  Stephen  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Joseph  Lewis. 
Capt.  Samuel  Hickox, 
Mr.  Joseph  Lewis. 
Capt.  William  Ju<ld, 
Mr.  Timothy  Hopkins. 
Mr,  John  Southinavd. 
Mr.  Stephen  Hof^kuis. 
Mr.  John  Southmayd, 
Mr.  Joseph  Lewis. 
Mr.  John  Southmayd, 
Capt.  Samuel  Hickox. 
Mr.  John' Southmayd, 
Capt.  Stephen  Up-on. 
Mr.  John  Southmayd. 

Mr.  Thomas  Matthews. 
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1746,  Mr.  Joseph  Bronson, 
Mr.  Timothy  Jiukl, 

47,  Capt  Timothy  Hopkins, 

48,  Capt.  Timothy  Hopkins, 
Mr.  James  BaUlwin, 

49,  Mr.  Stephen  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Timothy  Juiki, 

50,  Mr.  Stephen  Hopkins, 
Capt.  Samuel  Hiekox, 

51,  . Mr.  Timothy  Judd. 
'Capt.  Daniel  Sonthmayd, 

52,  Capt.  Daniel  Southmayd, 
Mr.  Jonathan  Gai'nsey, 

53,  Capt.  Daniel  Soutlimayd, 
Mr.  Timothy  Judd, 

54,  Mr,  John  Southmayd, 
Mr.  Thomas  Mntthews, 

55,  Mr.  Stephen  Hoi»kins, 
Mr.  Thomas  Matthews, 

56,  ^Ir.  Epliraim  Warner, 

57,  ^Ir.  Thomas  Matthews, 
Mr.  Gideon  Hotehkiss, 

58,  Capt.  Timothy  Judd, 
]Mr.  Stephen  Hopkins, 

59,  Capt.  Timothy  Judd, 
Mr.  Gideon  Hotehkiss, 

60,  Mr.  John  Lewis, 

Mr.  Thomas  Matthews, 

61,  Mr.  Thomas  Matthews, 
Mr.  John  Lewis, 

62,  Capt  Timothy  Judd, 
Mr.  John  Lewis, 

63,  Capt.  Timothy  Judd, 
Mr.  Stephen  t'pson,  Jr. 

64,  Capt.  Timothy  Judd, 
Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 

65,  Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Capt.  Timothy  Judd, 

66,  Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Stephen  Upson, 

67,  Mr,  Jonathan  Baldwin, 

68,  Capt.  Jonathan  Baldwin, 
Mr.  Samuel  Hiekox, 

69,  Capt.  Jonathan  Baldwin, 
Capt.  Samuel  Hiekox, 

70,  Mr.  Thomas  Matthews, 
Capt.  Samuel  Hiekox,  . 

71,  Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Thomas  Matthews, 

72,  Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Capt.  Timothy  Judd, 

73,  Capt.  Jonathan  Baldwin, 
Capt.  Timothy  Judd, 

74,  '  Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 

Capt.  Jonathan  Baldwin, 

75,  ilr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Capt.  Jonathan  Baldwin, 


October  Session. 
Capt.  Timothy  Hopkins. 

Capt.  Timothy  Hopkins, 
Mr.  .James  Baldwin. 
Capt.  Timothy  Ho|)kins, 
Capt.  Daniel  Southmayd. 
Capt.  Daniel  Southmayd, 
Mr.  Timothy  Judd. 
Mr.  Stephen  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Timothy  Judd. 
Capt.  Daniel  Southmayd, 
Mr.  John  Warner. 
Capt.  Daniel  Southmayd, 
Mr.  Ephruim  Warner. 
Capt.  Daniel  Southmayd, 
Mr.  Timothy  Judd. 
Mr.  Stephen  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Caleb  Huniaston. 
Mr.  Timothy  Judd, 
Mr.  Thomas  Bronson,  Jr. 
Mr.  Gideon  Hotehkiss. 
Mr.  Thomas  Matthews, 
Mr.  Gideon  Hotehkiss, 
Capt.  Timothy  Judd, 
Mr.  Stephen  Hopkins. 
Capt.  Timothy  Judd, 
Mr.  Thomas  Matthews. 
Mr.  Thomas  Matthews, 
Mr.  John  Lewis. 
Capt.  Timothy  Judd, 
Capt.  George  Niehols, 
Capt.  Timothy  Judd, 
Mr.  John  Lewis. 
Mr.  Ephraim  Warner, 
Mr.  Stephen  Cpson,  Jr. 
Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Mr;  Ephraim  Warner. 
Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Capt,  Stephen  Upson. 
Mr.  Jonathan  Baldwin, 
Mr.  Samuel  Lewis. 
Capt.  Jonathan  Baldwin, 
Mr.  Samuel  Hiekox. 
Mr.  Samuel  Hiekox, 
Capt.  Jonathan  Baldwin. 
Capt.  Samuel  Hiekox. 
Capt.  Jouatlian  Baldwin. 
Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
ilr.  Thomas  Matthews. 
Capt.  Timothy  Judd, 
Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins. 
Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Capt.  Timothy  Judd. 
Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Capt.  JonatliMU  Baldwin. 
Mr.  Jo?e[)h  Hopkins, 
Capt.  Jonathan  Baldwin. 
Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Capt.  Ezra  Bronson. 
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Blay  Session. 
1776,  Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Capt.  Ezra  Broiison, 

77,  Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Capt.  Ezra  Bronson, 

78,  Capt.  Thomas  J>nn, 
Capt.  Ezra  Bronson, 

79,  Capt.  Thomas  Fenn, 
Capt.  Ezra  Bronson, 

80,  Capt.  Thomas  Fenn, 
Capt.  Jotham  Curtiss, 

81,  Mr.  Abner  Johnson, 
Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 

82,  Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Abner  Johnson. 

83,  Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Col.  Phineas  Porter, 

84,  Mr.  Eli  Bronson, 
Capt.  John  Welton, 

85,  'Slv.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Capt.  John  Wehon, 

86,  Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Capt.  John  "Welton, 

87,  Mr.  Joseph  Hopidns, 
Capt.  John  Welton, 

88,  Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Capt.  John  Welton, 

89,  Capt.  Isaac  Bron.-on, 
Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins. 

90,  Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Capt.  John  Welton, 

91,  Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Mr.  John  Welton, 

92,  Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Isaac  Bronson, 

93,  Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Isaac  Bronson,  Jr. 

94,  Mr.  Isaac  Bahisvin, 
Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 

95,  Mr,  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Aaron  Benedict, 

96,  Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Mr.  John  Kin^-sbury, 

97,  Mr.  John  Kingsbury, 

Mr.  William  Leavenworth, 

98,  Mr.  John  Kingsbury, 
Mr.  Jared  Byin.gton, 

99,  Mr.  Richard"Welton, 
Mr.  Ethel  Bronson, 

1800,  Mr.  Richard  Welton, 
Mr.  Ethel  Bronson, 

1,  Mr.  John  Kingsbury, 
Mr.  Ard  Welton, 

2,  Mr.  Ard  Welton, 
Mr.  Eth»d  Bronson, 

3,  Mr.  John  Kin'jsbury, 
Mr.  Ethel  Bronson,* 


October  Session. 
Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Capt.  Ezra  Bronson. 
Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Capt.  Ezra  Bronson. 
Mr.  Thomas  Fenn, 
Capt.  Ezra  Bronson. 
Capt.  Jotham  Curtiss, 
Thomas  Fenn. 
Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Samuel  Lewis. 
Mr,  Joseph  Hopkins. 


Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Eli  Bronson. 
Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Capt.  John  Welton. 
Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Capt.  John  Welton. 
Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Capt.  John  Welton. 
Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Capt.  John  Welton. 
Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Capt.  John  Welton. 
Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Capt.  John  Welton. 
Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Capt.  John  Welton. 
Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Mr.  John  Welton. 
Mr.  Isaac  Bronson, 
Mr.  Isaac  Baldwin. 
Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Mr.  John  Welton. 
Mr.  Isaac  Baldwin, 
Mr.  John  Lewis. 
Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Aaron  Benedict. 
Mr.  John  Kingsbury, 
Mr.  William  Leavenworth. 
Mr.  John  King-bury, 
Mr.  Jared  Byington. 
Mr.  Jared  Byington, 
Mr.  Richard" Welton. 
Mr.  Richard  Welton, 
Mr.  Ethel  Bronson. 
Mr.  Ard  Welton, 
Mr.  James  ScoviU. 
Mr.  John  Kingsbury, 
Mr.  Ethel  Bronson. 
Mr.  Ard  Welton, 
Mr.  Abner  Johnson. 
Mr.  Abner  Johnson, 
Mr.  Timothy  Gib!)ard. 


*  la  the  Connecticut  Courant  of  the  time,  Ethel  Bronson  and  James  Scovill  are  named  as  the 
epresentativea  of  Waterbury  in  May,  1303. 


APPENDIX. 


573 


Slay  Session. 
1804,  Mr.  Abner  Johnson, 
Mr.  Timothy  Gibbard, 

5,  Mr.  Eli  Bronson, 
Mr.  John  Kingsbury, 

6,  Noah  Baldwin, 
Asahel  Bronson, 

7,  John  Kingsl)ury, 
Eli  Bronson, 

8,  Thomas  M.  Culver, 
Ximrod  Hull, 

9,  Giles  Brocket, 
John  Kingsbury, 

10,  Noah  Baldwin, 

John  Kingsbury, 
n,  Daniel  Steele, 
<  Andrew  Adams, 

J    12,  John  Kingsbury, 
*>  Truman  Porter, 

13,  John  Kingsbury, 
Truman  Porter, 

14,  Cyrus  Clark, 
Frederick  Hotchkiss, 

15,  Andrew  Adams, 
William  K.  Lamson, 

16,  Andrew  Adotns, 
James  Scovili,' 

17,  Daniel  Steele, 
Timothy  Gibbard, 

18,  James  M.  L.  Scovili, 
Timothy  Gibbard, 


October  Session. 
Mr.  John  Kingsbury, 
Mr.  Eli  Bronson. 
Mr.  Timothy  Gibbard, 
Noah  Baldwin. 
Asahel  Bronson, 
Nimrod  Hull. 
Thomas  M.  Culver, 
Nimrod  Hull. 
Giles  Brocket, 
Andrew  Adams. 
Andrew  Adams, 
Giles  Brocket. 
Noah  Baldwin, 
Andrew  Adams. 
Daniel  Steele, 
Andrew  Adams. 
John  Kingsbury, 
Truman  Porter. 
John  Kingsbury, 
Truman  Porter. 
Cyrus  Clark, 
Frederick  Hotchkiss. 
James  Scovili, 
Truman  Porter. 
Andrew  Adams, 
Daniel  Steele. 
James  M.  L.  Scovili, 
Timothy  Gibbard. 
Ashley  Scott, 
Andrew  Adams, 


"Watertown  Kepresentatites. 


May  Session. 

1780, 

81,  Capt.  Thomas  Fenn, 
Maj.  Jesse  Curtis. 

82,  Capt.  Samuel  Hiekox, 
Capt.  Phineas  Royce. 

83,  Capt.  Thomas  i\-nn, 
Capt.  Nathaniel  Barnes, 

84,  Capt.  Samuel  Htokox, 
Capt.  Nathaniel  BarneSj 

85,  Capt.  Thomas  Feim, 
Maj.  David  Smith, 

86,  Capt.  Thomas  Fenn, 
Coi.  David  Smith, 

87,  Capt.  Thomas  Fenn, 
Capt.  Daniel  Potter, 

88,  Capt.  Thomas  Fenn, 
Col.  David  Smith, 

89,  Capt.  Thomas  Fenn, 
Mr.  Wait  Smith, 

90,  Mr.  Tliomas  Fenn, 
Col.  David  Smith, 

91,  Mr.  T!ioma.s  P'enn, 
Mr.  David  Ssnith, 


October  Session 

Capt.  Thomas  Fenn, 
Mr.  Jesse  Curtis, 
Capt.  Thomas  Fenn, 
Capt.  Phineas  Royce. 
Capt.  Thomas  Fenn, 
Capt.  Nathaniel  Barnes. 
Capt.  Thomas  Fenn, 
Capt.  Nathaniel  Barnes. 
Capt.  Samuel  Hickox, 
Maj.  David  Smith. 
Capt.  Thomas  Fenn, 
Maj.  David  Smith. 
Capt.  Thomas  Fenn, 
Capt.  Daniel  Potter. 
Capt.  Thomas  Fenn, 
Capt.  Daniel  Potter. 
Capt.  Thomas  Fenn, 
Col.  David  Smith. 
CoL  David  Smith, 
Capt.  Daniel  Potter. 
Mr.  Thomas  Fenn, 
Mr.  David  Smith. 
Mr.  Elijah  Woodward, 
Mr.  David  Smith. 
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1702 

xjX  It       1  ij  u,  11    »  1  »7  vj  V_J.  n  tl  I 

Al        T*  IT  1  *  I  n    \\  A  A  J  f  \.V  1  T*  il 
1.TX  L  .   jLj  I IJ  ct  LI     >  *  V7  *J  ^,1  V>  ct  1 

93 

^Ir.  Thonias  ienu, 

Afr   .Tn^pnh   4  W'rin-ht 

L  .   tlVJ^ClJll    ^  L ,           11^  lit. 

All*     e  n n n  1    <      t"^ 1 1 r* 

ATr-    T^liidh  WnAfI  \vi  I'd 
ilLi  .  -TilllaLi  UULlNVtllU, 

Mr.  Joseph  A.  Wright, 

95, 

Mr.  Aner  Bradley, 

All*     1  l>rm">*"».i;  ronn 

^1X1.    XllvMliLlj;  X  C  liXl* 

Mr.  Joseph  A.  Wright, 

96, 

Mr.  Tliomas  Fuuii, 

ATf     A  T^fiT'  Tkr-ijIloT' 
^Xl  •  ^A-liel  1->IUU1L\. 

97, 

Mr.  AixQV  Bradley, 

Ait*     I  iiAiii'i-^  nt-^nn 

98, 

^Ir.  Thomas  Fenn, 

.jXL  .  (CtllliUtrl   »T  .        u  L 11  Ilia  \  U . 

99, 

Mr.  Samuel  W.  Southmavd, 

Alt*    T^nAi'Ti'TC  T'"'»»»tn 

1800,  Mr.  Thomas  Feuu, 

ATt*    T^Hnni-i<  T^j'UTi 

1, 

Mr.  Thomas  Fenn, 

ATt*   ^'»nni*i]                n ] 'i ^ n  ■>  v / 1 

2 

Mr.  Thomas  Feuu, 

]Mr.  Samuel  \V".  Sou^hma^'d 

s! 

Mr.  Samuel  W.  Southmayd, 

ATr    T^Vinrri'^^  "P^pnn 

4, 

Mr.  Samuel  W.  Southmayd, 

Air    S^*iTiinol          **^nn rli m -1  \' (1 

5, 

Thomas  Fenn, 

Samuel  Southmavd. 

6, 

Samuel  W.  Southmayd, 

OU  U-i  lit.  I     ^  f   •    O^J      L  1 1  tlitl  V  v4. 

7, 

Thomas  Fenn, 

Samuel  ^V.  Southmavd. 

8, 

Samuel  W.  Southmayd, 

Samuel  Southmavd. 

9, 

John  H.  Detbrest, 

OyjllLL   IX.    xy  t_  H7  I  v.- t . 

10, 

Garret  Smith, 

VJU-li^-^  k-JllllLll. 

11, 

Samuel  W.  Southmayd, 

Samuel  W.  Southmavd. 

12, 

Samuel  W.  Southmayd, 

Samuel  W.  Southmayd. 

13, 

Garret  Smith, 

Garret  Smith. 

1-i,  Garret  Smith, 

John  H.  Deforest. 

15, 

John  11.  Deforest, 

John  H.  Deforest. 

16, 

David  Baldwin, 

David  Baldwin. 

Samuel  Elton, 

Samuel  Elton. 

18, 

Amos  Baldwin, 

Amos  Baldwin. 

Plyhocth  Representatives. 


1795, 
96, 
97, 
98, 
99, 
1800, 
1, 
2 

3, 
4, 
5, 
6, 
7, 
8, 
9, 

11, 
12, 
13, 
14, 
15, 
16, 
17, 
18, 


Mav  Session. 

Mr.  David  Smith, 
Mr.  David  Smith, 
Mr.  David  Smith, 
ilr.  Daniel  Potter, 
Mr.  Daniel  Potter, 
Mr.  Daniel  Pe'ttt-r, 
Mr.  Lake  Potter, 
Mr.  David  Smith, 
Mr.  David  Smith, 
Mr.  David  Smith, 
Lake  Potter, 
Lake  Potter, 
Lake  Potter, 
Daniel  Potter, 
Daniel  Potter, 
Daniel  Potter, 
Lake  Potter, 
Lake  Potter, 
Calvin  Butler, 
Jaeob  Hemingway, 
Calvin  Butler, 
Calvin  Butler, 
Calvin  Butler, 


October  Se.-sion. 
Mr.  David  Smith. 
Mr.  David  Sunth. 
Mr.  David  Smith, 
Mr.  Lake  Potter. 
Mr.  Daniel  Potter, 
Mr.  Daniel  Potter. 
Mr.  David  Smith. 
Mr.  Lake  Potter. 
Mr.  David  Smith, 
Mr.  David  Smith. 
Mr.  David  Smith. 
Lake  Potter. 
Lake  Potter. 
Lake  Potter, 
Daniel  Potter. 
Daniel  Pott.-r. 
David  Smith. 
David  Smith, 
Lake  Potter. 
Calvin  Butler. 
Jacob  Hemingwa;)^. 
Calvin  Butler. 
Frederick  Stanley. 
Jacob  Hemingwav 
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May  Session. 

October  Session. 

1808, 

Isaac  Bronson, 

Aaron  Benedict. 

9, 

Aaron  Benedict, 

David  Thoinp:-on. 

10, 

Aaron  Benedict, 

Aaron  Benedict. 

11, 

Eli  Bronson, 

Eli  Bronson. 

12, 

Eii  Bronson, 

Eli  Bronson. 

13, 

Eli  Bronson, 

Eli  Bronson. 

1^, 

David  Thompson, 

Nathaniel  Richardson. 

15, 

Nathaniel  Richardson, 

Philo  Bron-on. 

16, 

Philo  Bronson, 

Nathaniel  Richardson. 

17, 

Philo  Bronson, 

Philo  Bronson. 

18, 

Philo  Bronson 

Philo  Bronson. 

The  members  from  ^Yaterbury  of  the  Convention  of  Connecticut,  in  Jan.  1788, 
\  |o  ratify  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  were,  Joseph  Hopkins  and  John 
Welton.    Thej  both  voted  in  favor  of  the  Constitution. 


Episcopalians  of  Nortiibury  in  October,  1784,  being  the  Kame!(  of  fhc  Persons 
teamed  to  meet' hid  organize  tliemselves  info  a  Society  referred  to  p.  312. 


Solomon  Allen, 

Enos  Ford, 

Abner  Blakeslee,' 

Daniel  Ford, 

Titus  Barnes, 

Amos  Ford, 

Asher  Blakeslee, 

Cornelius  Graves, 

Eli  Blakeslee, 

"          Benjamin  Graves, 

Hosca  Biin, 

Simeon  Graves, 

Moses  Blakeslee, 

Zaccheus  How, 

Samuel  Blakeslee, 

Eliphalet  Harrshorn, 

Philo  Bradley, 

Elipfuilet  Hart-horn,  Jr. 

Amos  Bronson, 

Jesse  Ilumaston, 

Ebenezer  Briuiley, 

David  Ludington, 

Noah  Blakeslee, 
Jude  Blakeslee, 

Zebulon  Mother, 

Chauncey  ]Moss, 

Ebenezer  Bradley,  Jr. 

Jacob  Potter, 

John  Brown, 

Samuel  Peck,  Jr., 

Thomas  Blake-lee, 

Samuel  Potn-r, 

Wid.  Abigail  Blakeslee, 

Gideon  Seymour. 

Joab  Camp, 
Abishai  Castle, 

David  Sheiton, 

Ezekiel  Sanford,  Jr., 

Zadoc  Curtis, 

Abel  Sutlitf,  Jr., 

Amasa  Castle, 

Samuel  Scovill,  Jr., 

Ezra  Dodge, 

Jesse  Turner, 

Samuel  Fenn, 

William  Tuttle, 

Ebenezer  Ford, 

Thomas  Williams, 

Je:-se  Fenn, 

Eii  Welton, 

Lemuel  Fancher, 

Thomas  Way. 

Cephas  Ford, 

Ozias  Warner, 

Barnabas  Ford, 

Thomas  Williams,  Jr. 

Isaac  Fenn, 

Samuel  Way. 

! 


INDEX. 


A.  j  Bronson,  Lt,  Jo*iah,  4*70 

Andruss  Faraily,  131  j  Capt.  Ezra,  471 

John,  25;  Philo,  473 

Joseph,  28 1  Silas,  474 

Abraham^t?*->iL,  131;  Xoah  M.,  4"75 

Abrah^':.  Jr. V  134 '  Brown  Genealo£r}%  473 

Abraha^rn,  oO/  133 1  Dea.  James,  SSt 

•  John,  1331  James,  244  ■ 

Thoma?,  133 !  Capt.  Hezekiab,  921 

Arnold,  Nathaniel,  Sen.,  244  Bcebe,  Lt.  Ira,  343 

Rev,  Jonathan,  293  i  Blakerfiee  Genealogy,  466 

Aleott  Genealogy,  459  j  James,  245 

Amos  Bronson,  457 1  Rev.  Solomon,  203 

Dr.  William  A.,  447 1  Dea.  Moses.  467 

Adams  Genealogy,  458 1  Capt.  Thomas,  463 

Articles  of  settlement  of  Mattatuck,      S  Barnes  Family,  135 

i  Benjamin,  135 

\  John,  136 

Bronson  Genealogy,  137,  469  i  Thomas,  136 

John  of  Farmlngton,  12,  137  Bntler,  Calvin,  383 
Abraham,                           25  Barber,  Rev.  Horace  V,               -  305 

John  1st  of  Waterburv,       1:-;S  Benedict  Genealogy,  4G3 

Serj.  Isaac,  '  33,  14ni  Dea.  Thomas,  463 

Rev.  Tillotson,  304.376;  Amos,  370 

Isaac,  Jr.,  141;  fined  for        !  Aaron,  465 

breaking   the   Sabbath,        '  Dea.  Aaron,  448 

318;  his  petiiioa,  SIS  Buckingham  Genealogy,  479 

Dr.  Isaac,  37n '  Rev.  Mr^,"  283 

Erhel,  374'  Burning  about  the  common  fence,  57 

Isaac  H.,  375 :  Boundaries,  settlement  of,  74 

Bennet,  '  379  Buckshill  settled,  251 

Eaos,  3S4  - Break-neck  Hill  settled,  251 

.    \\  iliiam,  139  Bars,  common,  68 

Moses,  139  ,  Birth,  first  on  record,  130 

John  2d,  141 1  first  male  on  record,  ISO 

Joseph,  142:  first  in  Westbury.  650 

Thomas  1st,  142 '  Bridges,  ""  98 

Ebenezer,  142  |  Burymg  yards,  228,  ZCO 

Lt.  Michael,  344 '  Brand,  town,  209 

Hon.  Alvin,       '  450 ;  Bills  of  credit,  284 

37 


578 
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Carpenter,  David,  29 
Carrington,  John,  l-i3 
Jolin,  Jr.,  U3 
Clark  Genealogy,  1-13,  4S3 

Thomas,^"  143 
Rev.  Anson,  -IS-i 
Castle  Genealogy,  481 
Isaac,      '  245 
Capt.  Phineas,  482 
,Cook  Genealogv,  485 
Calkins,  Israel,  taken  prisoner,  327 
Clerks  of  town,  563 
Comrni-sioners  of  town,  5HT 
Committee,  grand,  6 
their  last  act,  77 
Cliurch,  1st  of  Waterbury  organiz- 
ed, 206;  members  of,  207;  Bap- 
tist, 553 ;   Metiiodist  Episcopal, 
556 ;  Catholic,  553  ;  2d  Congre- 
'gational,  '  55S 

Church  and  State,  315 
Congreijationalism,  the  established 

reUgion,  315 
Clocks,  316,  435 

Churchmen  of  TVaterbury,  219,  330 
Clergy,  Episcopal,  '  332 

Constitutional   Convention,  mem- 
bers of,  575 
Currency,  depreciation  of,  2S4 


I    of  worship  built,  306  ;  dedicated, 
;     307  ;  Rev.  James  Scovill's  letter, 
I  Episcopacy    in    Westbury,  3oo; 
I     names  of  churchmen,  3i  i8  ;  house 
j     of  worship  built,  3i  »8  ;  second  house 
i     of  worship,  309;  church  funds,  otc, 
Episcopacy    in    Xorthbury,    31i)  ; 
names  of  some  of  the  members, 
311;  society  organized,  312  ;  m;w 
church  erected,  313  ;  fund,  311, 


314 


ln3, 
111, 


f  P, 


Dutton,  Rev,  Aaron,  388 
Rev.  Matthew  R.  389 
Henry,  LL.  D.,  455 
De  Forest  Genealogv,  487 
Deed,  Indian,  of  1657,2:  of  1674, 
Id;  deeds  of  1G84  and  1685,  62, 
63;  of  1711,  64;  of  1674.  assign- 
ed by  committee,  15;  of  release 
from  General  Court,  69 
DeacoM^  of  Waterbury,  29,  201  :  of 

Westbury,  261  ;  ofXorthbury,  26"t 
P'/aths  of  proprietors,  114 
Dayton  robbery,  374 
Deputies  of  W'aterbury,  569 
of  Wacertown,  573  ;  of  Fly- 
mouth,  574;  of  iliddie- 
burv,  575 


E. 

Ecclonastical  affairs, 

Episcopacy  in  Waterbury,  231,  292  ; 
names  of  churchmen,  294  :  town 
votes  .£12  for  a  site  for  a  church, 
295;  church  luiilt,  295;  petition 
for  parish  privileges,  and  names  of 
petitioners,  296  ;  glebe  lands,  297  ; 
parish  votes,  3<JU  ;  second  houie 


j  F. 

;  Fulford,  Gershom, 
;  Foot,  Rev.  David, 
I  Foote,  Ebenezer, 
I  Samuel  A., 

;  Fenn,  Dea.  Thomas, 
I  Farrell,  Almon, 

■  Farmington    church,  action 
I  1677-8, 
!  Fence,  common, 
!  Field,  common, 
I  owners  in, 
I  Forts,  102, 
I  Floods, 

Families  at  Judd'?' 

Buck>hi;  ,  / 
Westbury, 
I  Farmingbury  petition    for  winte 
privileges,  279  ;  not  granted,  280 
j    again  petitions  with  success,  28t} 
I    made  a  society,  282  ;  a  town, 
I  Freemen,  list  of, 

j  French  army  passes  through.  Water 

i  bury, 

I  Fulling  mills, 

I 

:  Gridley,  Tlioraas, 
Samuel, 
Olaylord  Family, 

Joseph,  Sen., 
Jo.'-eph,  Jr., 
i  John, 

■  Willi^tm, 
Gi-iswohl,  Rev.  Alexander  Y., 
Green,  Rev.  >V!Hiam, 
Guernsey  Genealogy, 

i  Dea.  Jonathan, 

;  Gates,  common, 

H. 

i'ligason,  William, 
ILmcox,  Thomas, 

Ilickox  Genealogy,  14i: 
Sergt.  Samuel, 
Joseph  1st, 
Samuel  2d, 


243 

303 
390. 
456 


46 
,  62 
,  62 

5 

1m4 
112 
2a7 
237 
237 
257 


248 


359 


26 
26 
145 

145 
146 
147 
147 

3^4 
3' 4 
491 
491 
o7 


26 
147 
-1'.") 
14^' 
151 
149 
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Hickox,  Wiilir.m, 

Dea.  Thomas, 
Joseph  i!d, 
Stephen, 
Benjamin, 
Dea.  Samuel, 
Rev.  Laurens  P., 
Hopkins  Genealofry, 

John,  of  Hartford, 

Stephen,  of  Hartford, 

John,  of  W'aterbury, 

Rev.  Samuel, 

Samuel,  D.  D., 

Daniel,  D.  D., 

Mark, 

Joseph,  Esq., 
Jesse, 

Dr.  Lemuel, 
Samuel  M.,  LL.  D., 
Stephen,  of  Waterbury 
Timothy, 
Hurlbut,  Joseph, 
Hart,  Rev.  Seth, 

Rev.  Lurher, 
Hoadlev,  David, 

DavidrTrr, 
Holmes,  Captv" 
Israel, 
Harrison  GenealcKry, 
Uotchkiss  Genealogy, 
Dea.  Gideon, 

Herdin:^, 
Home  lots, 
Houses,  Io>r,  erected, 
Horses,  wild. 
Highways, 
Hogfields, 

L 

Ives,  Dr.  Ambrose. 
Incorporation  of  Waterbury, 
Indians  kill  Holt, 

capture  Scott, 
Indian  cliaraoter, 


149 
loU 
150 
150 
150 
498 

151,  L<rl 


4nis 
4iii 
411 
412 
4U 
41H 
15^ 
"loo 
245 
S04 
S93 
396 
456 
890 
457 
495 
605 
506 
58 

11,  22 
17 
2(>9 

17,  93 
42 


420 
67 
105 
1*'5 
107 


•trv, 
■he 
>vos 


105, 


J- 

Judd  Genealogy,  155,  5r>8 
Dea.  Thomas,  of  Farmington,  155 

SerL't,  William,  ld7,  4o,  155 

Benjamin,  29,  159 

Thomas,  Jr.,  32,  164 

Lt.  Thomas,  156 

Philip,  158 

William,  son  of  Philip,  159 

Philip,  Jr.,  159 

r^.^a.  Thomas,  159,  2t)H 

C.n>t.  William,  163 

John,  157 

Rev.  Jonathan,  421 

Samuel,  27 

John,  of  Farmington,  27 


Jones,  Benjamin,  154 
Judd's  Meadow  settled,  250 
Justices  of  peace,  567 


K. 

Kingsburv  Genealogv,  517 

'  John,      '  424 

Maj,  Julius  J.  B.  422 

Kendrick  Genealogy,  513 

Green,  514 

L. 

Leavenworth  Genealogy,  515 
Rev.  Mark,  516  ;  his  min 
283 ;   is  chaplain  in 
t  French  war.  289  ;  repi 

j  Samuel  Root  for  sie^ 

in  meeting, 
;  Mark,  son  of  Jesse, 

'  Lankton  or  Langdon,  Jolm, 
I  Lewis  Genealogy, 
j  Dea.  Joseph, 

I  Joseph,  sentenced, 

j  Ludington,  William, 
I  Lyon,  Rev.  James, 
i  La  Fayette,  Gen. 
I  Luxuries  after  tlte  Revolution, 
j  Lists  of  Waterbury, 
j  List  of  polls  and  estate  in  1737, 
{ Lands,  Record  of,  23  ;  divisions  of, 
I     38,   39,   40,   41,   124,   127  :  s."- 
j     questered,  77,  8t>,  82.  84,  91,  .i';3; 
sold,  239;  grants  of.  4-J,  l.:7; 
given    away,    117  ;  ministeriai, 
2o3,  229;  school. 
Little  pasture,  2'''3, 

M. 

I  Mansfield,  Rev.  Richard, 
j  Morriman  Genealogy, 
I  Manufacturing  in  Waterburv.  411, 
I  Mills,  79  to  93  ;  miil  place,  b-; :  ndU 
I  lands, 

!  Meeting  house,  petition  respecting, 
j     2!>S;  alterations  of,  222;  .-rratiiig 
of,  223  ;  votes  respectinj;  a  nt-w 
meeting  house,  224;  it  is  par- 
tially finished,  226 ;   seati;;ir  of. 
227  ;  vote  to  finish  it,  227  ;  third 
niee-ting  house,  2r»l 
Minister's  propriety,  34 
Minister's  hou.-e,  204,  213;  sink^ch 

bers  name.-,  21-i: 
Middlebury  petition  for  wintt  r  t-riv- 
ilege-,  276  ;  made  a  society,  -ir-i  : 
a  town,  '  279 

j  Miscellaneous  items,  36" 


2S9 
518 

513 

165 

245 

293 
358 
3  Go 
564 


293 
4  80 
559 


84 


580 
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Newell  Familv,  •  167 

Thomas  and  others  petition- 
ers in  1673,  5 
Thomas,  Sen.  28,  167 

Thomas,  Jr.  168 
John,  16S 
Naugatuck,  origin  of  name,  15 
New  settlers,  243 
Navigation  of  the  Xaiigatuck,  101 
Non-intercour.-e  -with  Great  Britain,  r>35 
Northbury  settled,  261 ;  names  of  set- 
tlers and  petition  for  winter  priv- 
Icges,  262 ;  incorporated  as  a  so- 
ciety, 264  ;  petition  to  the  Legis- 
lature for  a  committee  to  estab- 
lish boundaries  of  the  society, 
264 ;   first   society  meeting  in- 
vites Mr.  Todd  to  settle,  he  ac- 
cepts and  is  ordained,  265 ;  his 
dismission,    26S ;   Rev.  Andrew 
Storrs,  269  ;  early  deacons,  269  ; 
first  house  of  worship,  270  ;  first 
meeting  house,  270;  second  meet- 
ing house,  274  ;  seating  of  the 
same,  274 

0. 

Olrastead,  Lt.  Nicholas,  7 
Oxford  parish  incorporated,  276 


P. 

Peck,  Rev.  Jeremiah,  34,  169;  in- 
vited to  settle  at  Waterbury,  204  ; 
he  accepts,  204  ;  agreement  with, 
2(;)4 ;  his  death,  210;  hii-  resi- 
dence at  New  Haven,  Guilford, 
Saybrook,  Newark  and  Green- 
wich, 
Peck  Genealogy, 

Dea.  Jeremiah. 

Jeremiah,  Jr., 

Caleb, 

Samuel, 

Joshua, 

Porter  Genealogy,  171, 
Doet.  Daniel,  of  Farmlngton, 
Doct.  Daniel,  of  Waterbury, 
Docf.  Daniel,  Jr., 
James, 
Thomas, 
Richard, 

Doct.  Daniel,  son  of  Rich- 
ard, 
Samuel, 

Timothy,  ^ 

Rev.  Edward, 

John, 

Robert, 


Porter,  Thomas,  of  Farmington, 
Potter,  Gen,  Daniel, 
Frindle,  Jonathan, 
Nathan, 

Rev.  Chauncey,  303, 

Prichard  Genealogy, 

Petition  of  inhabitants  of  Farming- 
ton  for  a  settlement  at  Mattatuck, 
in  lb73. 

Petition  of  Rev.  J.  Peck  and  Isaac 
Bronson  for  permission  to  organ- 
ize a  church. 
Petition  of  Isaac  Bronson,  Jr., 
Patents  of  Waterbury,  67 
Protest  of  John  Stanley  a^rainst  prs^- 

prietors  giving  away  lands, 
Probate  Courts,  563  ;  judges  of. 
Pounds, 

Puritans,  character  of. 

Population,  increase  of,  243, 
of  Waterbury,  002, 

Physicians  of  Waterbury, 

Perambulation, 

Proprietors,  first  meeting  of, 
rights,  amouni,  of, 
namear€ff,"'>  2-i,  31,  4*'K 


427 
2-1  .-> 
245 

3i>9 


318 

,  60 


55,!:.',  ') 


baeherDr,  j  ly*  to  12i  (; 
originaiand  bachelor 
of  1722,  125;  varan- 
cies  of  hovv  up^nI, 
30;  subscribers  who 
secured  their  right.', 
31 ;  votes  of,  of  16;.f7 
and  1702-3, 


R. 


Root,  John, 

Sarnuel, 


169: 
170  i 
170  i 
170  I 

170  I 

171  i 
519 
171 
172 
173 
173 
173 
173 


Obadiah, 
John, 

Hon.  Mark, 
Obadiah,  Jr. 
Thomas, 
Benjamin, 

Gi^nealo 

Thomas, 

John, 

Thomas,  Jr, 


176 
176 

n^^ 

427 
17>> 
178 
17S 


1  •^•1 


Nathiiniel, 
Ebenezer, 
Reed,  Rev.  John,  invited  to  smtle, 

174  Report  of  committee  to  \n>w  Matta- 

175  tuck.  5;  action  of  the  Court  on 
175  I    the  same, 

290  I  Roads,  17,93, 

26  j  Removal  of  proprietors, 
175  !  Revival  of  174U, 


1-1 


113 
296 
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Representatives  of  Waterbury  to 
Gen.  Court,  569  ;  of  Watertown, 
573;  of  Plymouth,  57-i;  of  Middle- 
bury,  575  ;  to  Constitutional  Con- 
vention in  1788, 

S. 

Steele,  Ens.  Samuel, 

Rev.  Ashbel, 
Stanley  Family, 

Capt.  John, 

Lt.  John,  13,  41,  118, 

John,  Jr., 
Samuel, 
Timothy  2d, 
Lt.  Timothy, 
Southmayd,  Rev.  John,  34.  187  ;  in- 
vited to  settle,  215;  ordained, 
216  ;  asks  the  town  to  procure 
another    minister,   218 ;  offices 
which  he  held,  220;  inventory  of 
his  estate, 
Southmayd,  John,  Jr.,  188, 
Capt.  Daniel,  188, 
Samuel  "W"., 
Sevmour,  Richard, 
Smith,  Maj.  David,  ■ 
Scovill  Genealogy, 
John  1st," 
Sergt.  Jolin, 
Lt.  John, 

Rev.  James,  299, 
J.  M.  Lamson, 
William  H. 
Small  pox, 

Scott  Genealogy,  181, 
Jonathan,  and  his  two  sons, 
taken  by  th.e  Indians,  105, 
Thomas, 
Edmund,  Sen., 
Edn)und,  Jr., 

Samucd,  32, 

George, 

John, 

Robert, 

Joseph, 

Jonathan,  Jr., 

Eieazor, 

Dr.  Daniel, 

David, 
St')rrs,  Rev.  Andrew, 
Smith,  Junius,  LL.  D., 
Settlement  of  Wuterbury  begun, 
Schools,  234  ;  votes  of  the  tOTr-n  re- 
specting them, 
School  lands,  sale  of, 
house, 
mojieys, 

Sheep, 

Sabbath  dav  houses. 


Sickness  of  1712,  113  ;  of  174 

9,  324 

Slaves, 

320 

Slavery  abohshed  in  Conn,, 

Saw  mills. 

90 

Scouts, 

1<>2 

Subscribers  to  the  articles  of 

-ettle- 

ment. 

9 

Subscribers,  delinquent, 

24,  45 
their 

who  secured 

rights, 

31 

Streets,  original  village, 
j  Settlers,  first,  of  Watcrbury 

,  per- 

I     sonal  notices  of, 

129,  1G7 

Settlers,  new,  notices  of. 

245 

Society,  1st,  first  meeting  of, 

283 

575 


7 

547 
188 

188 
189 
191 
191 
191 
191 


Talcott,  Maj.  John, 
i  Terry,  Eli, 
I  Todd,  Rev.  Samuel, 
!  Thomas,  Samuel, 
221  Trnmbnll,  Rev.  John, 
•Ibl  \  John,  LL.  D. 

434  i  house, 


6 

435 
266 


;  Town  meetings. 


;34. 


■ii) 
258 
441 

260 
346 

20  j  Tax  pavers  of  1760,  277  ;  of  1737,  565 
3491        lists,  &c.,  3S2 

186  i  Town  plot,  old,  10,  14,  36,  S7 
186!                 new,  17 

187  j  Townsmen  and  constables  first  cho- 
187  i  sen, 
301 1  Train  band 
429  i  Tories, 


?47, 


431 

35 


laws  against, 


76 
110 
354 
352 


Upson  Genealogy, 

Sergt.  Stephen, 
Thomas,  of  Hartford, 
Stephen,  Jr., 
Stephen,  Esq.. 
Bononi,  D.  D.\ 
Thomas,  of  Waterbury. 
John, 


1*4 
181^ 
181 

183  I 

184  i 
lS2i 
184 1 
183  j 
183 
ISoL 

185 1  tillage  lots, 

186  j 
1821  • 

Webster,  Lt 
Wadsworth, 


193 
193 
193 
194 
44  3 
443 
191 
1;;4 


W. 


269 
432 
16 


Robert, 
Ens.  John, 
Wariicr  Genealogy, 

John  of  EarmingtoTi, 
235 1  John, 

239  .  Daniel  1st,  . 
238  Daniel  2d, 

240  Doct.  John, 
591  Samuel, 

228 !  Thomas, 


19.) 

21,195 
195 

25,  198 
198 
196 
200 
198 
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Warner,  Doct.  Ephraim,  196 

Benjamin,  199 

John,  son  of  Thomas,  199 

Ebeuezer,  198 

Robert,   '  198 

Welton  Genealogy,  200 

John,      '  200 

John,'  Jr.  201 

Stephen,  201 

Richard,  201  i 

Thomas,  201  ^ 

George,  201  | 

Capt.  John,  446  ] 

Woodward  Genealogy,  551  \ 

Weeks,  Rev.  Holland,  290  I 

Waterman,  Rev.  Simeon,  269  ' 

Wooster,  Rev.  Benjamin,  446  | 

Washington,  Gen.  358  | 

Year,  old  and  new,  16  j 

Waterbury  incorporated,  67  j 

origin  of  name,  67  j 

patents  of,  67,  68,  69  ; 
petitions  Gen.  Court,  for  j 
abatement  of  taxes,  2o8,  3251 


Wooster  Swamp,  '  252 

Westbury   settled,   252 ;  petitloiis 
for  winter  privileges,  254  ;  peti- 
tions for  a  distinct  society  and  is 
opposed  by  town,  255  ;  again  pe- 
titions with  success,  256  ;  location 
of  its  meeting  house,  258  ;  its 
early  deacons,  261  ;  incorporated 
as  a  town,  275 
War,    Indian,  101 ;  King  Philip  s, 
11  ;  French,  and  names  of 
soldiers  engaged  in,  326 
War,  Revolutionary,  329 ;  officers 
of  alarm    companies,     31.  i ; 
names  of  men  who  left  AVa- 
terbury  intending  to  joiij  the 
enemy,    354 ;    La  Fayeire, 
Washington  and  the  French 
army,  359  ;  clothing  fur!ii>h- 
ed,  341  ;  names  of  soldiers  . 
in  the  war,  3-1:9  ;  provisioiis 
furnished  by  Watertown,  360 
Wild  horses,  2uy 


Page  138.  loth  line  from  top.  for  1647.  read  1747. 

Pa.u'o  138.  17th  (ine  from  top — Mr.  Kiibourii,  in  his  KiI!>ourn  Family."  ■'r:\ti-< 
that  Sarah  Bron>=on  m.  JrJm  Kilbourn. 

Pave  lo<»,  11th.  and  I'lih  lines  from  bottom,  of  Durham  previon.iiy  oi'  S;«t- 
hrook  ■?  rpad  oi'  Farmins'ton. 

Paire  169.       lino  from  top,  /b;-  Wrothern  /r*''/ Wrotharn: 

Patre  T'o,  li^th  line  from  top,  /b>-  but  not  )Ya<^  and. 

Page  ISl,  Era^e  the  paragrapli  next  after  ''Scott."'  Tliomas  Scott  had  an  oni> 
son,  TJroinns^  and  3  daugliter-J,  Mary,  Sarah,  and  Klh.nhctli.  \  kno-.v  a^M  \«  ho-^e 
rion  Edmund  Seott,  Sen.  was. 

Page         loth  and  14th  lines  from  top,  r'r<i-<e  I  suppo.-«e  he  was  a  literal  Ik'Nu- 

Page  ISifi.  Era^Q  tlie  four  last  !ine<.  The  error  ar<ise  froin  misuiider-tari  lin;:: 
}At.  Porter'-;  hiau'i-cript.    John  Scovill  is  not  known  to  liavc  1»ut  one  child,  Jolin. 

Page  I'OO,  -^d  line  from  bottom,  /or  wh^'re  lie  died.  r>'<il  ar\d  tiied  in  Xew 
New  Haven. 

i  For  other  corrections,  see  tlie  beginning  of  the  volume.] 


COKKECTIOXS. 


Page  123,  22d  line  from  top, /o?-  1622,  reaf/ 1722. 
"    142,  last  line,  for  Sept.  28,  read  Sept.  29. 
"    173,  19th  line  from  top,/ar  1770,  read  1720. 
'*    371,  4th  line  from  bottom,  erase  traveled  iu  Europe. 
"    374,  12th  line  from  top, /or  1798, 7v^f/  1796. 
"    374,  15th  line  from  bottom, /o7*  8tUh,  reac?  85th. 

374,  14th  line  from  bottom,  for  1839,  read  1838. 
"    377,  loth  and  16th  lines  from  top, /or  by  invitation  of  the  Episcopal  Con- 
vention, read  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Episoopai  clergy 
and  laity. 

"    377,  last  line  but  one, /or  Rev.  Dr.  Xobie's,  read  Rev.  Mr.  Xoble's. 

"    387,  11th  line  from  bottom,  for  the  Brown  &  Elton  Co.,  r(?'/(i  Brown 

Elton.    (The  sentence  is  badly  constructed.) 
"    398,  5th  line  from  top, /or  1852,  read  1832. 

"    398,  11th  line  from  bottom,  for  St.  Louis,  rcari  Jefferson  Barracks. 

"    4^2,  10th  line  from  bottom,  for  Denizen,  read  Denison. 

"    423,  4th  line  from  bottom, /or  Becker,  rfac?  Bicker. 

"    423,  6th  line  from  bottom,  erase  the  clause  in  parenthetic  marks. 

*'    430,  4th  line  from  bottom, /^r  Washington  College,  read  Trinity  CoIIoge, 

"    431,  loth  line  from  top,  for  Lav/son,  re<T</ Lamson. 

"    450,  8th  line  from  top, /or  Aivan,  reaJ  Alvin. 

"    450,  last  line,  for  Gilbert,  read  Gillet. 

"    451,  6th,  8t.h,  2oth  and  28th  lints  from  top,  for  Gilbert,  read  Gillet. 

"    452,  5th  and  20th  lines  from  top,  for  port,  read  post. 

"    459,  i2th  line  from  top, /or  John  Alcott,  reac?  John  Alcocke. 

*'    495,  4di  line  from  bottom,  for  1639,  read  1739  ? 
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